











A Word from the Provincial

Feast of St. John the Baptist
June 24. 1998

It is a happy coincidence that [ am writing this greeting on the
Feast of Saint John the Baptist. Today, the words of John the
Baptist reverberates: “There is someone coming after me and 1 am
not fit to undo his sandal-strap (Jn 1:27).”

As the Vice Province celebrates its 50th year of mission in
Japan, we find our role as something similar to the one of John the
Baptist, that of a precursor, someone whose role is to pave the way
for the one who is to come. As messengers of God’s Word in this
part of the world our worth is nothing more than that of an
instrument, earthen vessels who, in our fragility, are entrusted with
the proclamation of the Gospel. The Oblates came to Japan to bring
the Word of God in places which otherwise would not have heard
of it. Apart from our role as instruments of God’s word, we are
nothing.

To mark 50 years of existence is to celebrate not our efforts but
to trace the hands of God in our history in the Vice Province. As
we look back, we will recognize the fingerprints of God in the
events that make up our 50 year history. We will also see the face
of God in the many Oblates who have come and gone. We
celebrate our 50 years with a tirm conviction that, yes, God was
truly with us!

We also proclaim that God has always been with us through
the countless people, here and abroad, who have been supporting
us all through the way. Their sacrifices for the mission are just as
significant as the efforts of the Oblates. Their support was God’s
way of telling us that He is and will be with us.

We celebrate our 50 years in the spirit of Thanksgiving but at
the same time we feel humbled by the fact of how little we are in
the face of God' s grace. What is 50 years in God' s plan afterall?
The words of Psalm 90 express the futility of our efforts:

Lord, you have been our refuge from age
to age, before the mountains were born,
Before the earth or the world came to
birth, you were God from all eternity and
for ever.

You can turn man back into dust by
saying, "Back to what you were. you sons
of men!*

To you, a thousand years are a single
day, a yesterday now over, an hour of the
night.

You brush men away like waking
dreams, they are like grass sprouting and
flowering

in the moming, withered and dry before
ausk...

QOur days adwindle under your wrath, our
lives are over like a breath.

Our life lasts for seventy years, eighty
with good health....

Teach us to count how few days we have
and so gain wisdom of heart.

Please join us in prayer that God may
give the Oblates in Japan another 50
years in his service.

In the Spirit of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Fr. Wency Laguidao. OMI
Vice-Provincial














































































The Oblates have the following rationale and
goals in opening the mission of Korea.

A. Rationale

1. Such a mission will place Oblates in a
strategic position in a region where the Church is
growing and where society is still in transition from
its traditional Confucian roots to a modern techno-
logical society.

2. In the Asian context, Korea was a bridge
between the Buddhist cultures of China and Japan.
The present experience of the Church in Korea can
be a bridge for the possible Christian growth in other
cultures of East Asia.

3. While the Korean Church is committed to
social justice and is recognized as a religious
community in the present Korean society, there is
still a place for evangelization of the poor. The Ob-
late charism of our preference for the poor can be an
added dimension for that local Church.

4. An Oblate experience in such a develop-
ing process of a culture moving from its traditional
roots into a modern technological society will also
benefit our experience in other parts of Asia as it
faces similar shifts. Moreover, it would be expected
that our experience in western cultures that have al-
ready experienced modernity will help enrich the
dialogue into which the Korean Church must enter.
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B. Goals

1. Every local Church is enriched to the
extent that it shares in the variety of the religious
charisms in the universal Church. Faithful to our tra-
ditions as verbalized in the Oblate Constitutions and
Rules, i.e. Constitution 5 which says: “We are a mis-
sionary Congregation. Our principal service in the
Church is to proclaim Christ and his Kingdom to the
most abandoned. We preach the Gospel among peo-
ple who have not yet received it and help them see
their own values in its light. ...” And Constitution 7
continues: “... We will spare no effort to awaken or to
reawaken the faith in the people to whom we are
sent, and we will help them discover ‘who Christ is’.
Our mission puts us on constant call to respond to
the most urgent needs of the Church through various
forms of witness and ministry, but especially through
proclaiming the Word of God which finds its
fulfillment in the celebration of the sacraments and
in service to others. We have as our goal to establish
Christian communities and Churches deeply rooted
in the local culture and fully responsible for their
own development and growth.”

We will share this charism with the Korean
Church as we focus on the evangelization of the poor
as well as the call to evangelization in other parts of
the world.

2. As a way of sharing that charism, we
shall be open to receiving and even fostering voca-
tions from among the local Church.

3. We will seek to participate in dialogue
with the emerging culture as well as the cultures it
can and will affect.
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