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From: Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, O0.M. I.

Dear Nobuhiko,
Suggest you send your vote by FAX

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary,Immaculate,

BEX, - d Kenney Mahoney, O.M. I.
Provingial, Japan
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January 19. 1992
My brother Oblates,

This morning Ange phoned me and informed me that he has
been appointed our new Provincial.

I am sure you join with me in congratulating Ange and also
in my promise to pray for him as he assumes the office of
Provincial.

I will soon be sending you your ballots for the election
of the Provincial Consultors. These will be decided at
the meeting of the General Council which will be held from
May 18 to June 10.

We are requested to send the name of our choice for
Delegate to the Gemeral Chapter of 1992 to Rome no later
than the end of February. Therefore I would like to get
the Process for the election started.

Ballots are being sent to all members of the Province
having an active voice; that is, all those in Perpetual
Vows. Those eligible for election are all those in vows.
Therefore all members of the Vice-Province of Japan have
the right to vote and all are eligible for election.

You are asked to vote for a Delegate and for an Alternate.
Please mail your ballot to the Provincial Office no later
than February 2. The Ballots will be counted on February
3. Please write “BALLOT” on the outside of the envelope.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Igmaculate,

Mahoney, O.M.I
Japan

P. S. Thank you for your prayers and Masses for my brother.
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VICE~PROVINCE OF JAPAN

Election for the Delegate to the General Chapter of 1992

Delegate. c vv ittt i e i i e e e e e et e e
0 < o o - = PR
Date:............... Signature.......... i

Name in block letters.........uuiiiieieeennns
1

This form to be forwarded to Provincial Office by Feb. 2.
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January 24, 1992
My brother Oblates,

Through a mistake on my part I asked you to sign your

ballots for the election of the Chapter Delegate.

Actually the ballot must be secret. Therefore T have

destroyed Lhe ballols | have already received. Kindly
~ Send in this new ballol. MARK TIE ENVELOPLE BALLOT #2.

The votes will be counted on February 9.

3.2 = Conditlons for the validity of the vote: In order to be valld and to
serve, elther to eatablish the:majority of votes required or to
constitute the wnumber of votes obtained by a glven candldate, the

- vote must beti - S < gl ey
2 e B . 3 | . I by, . ‘:"'..nq'ﬁl-t'
a= Secret! In order to nssure this, the name of the elector should
not appear on his voting-paper,‘nor should he sipn 1t.

b= Certaint Thus L1legible handwriting or fnsufffclently distinpul-
ahing  denlpnation of n pernon whone name 18 the name ns othern,
would render the vote invalid.

- - N T
c= Determinate! {.e. Indicating individually and not dis junctively

the person for whom the vote is cast. Thus "1 vote for Peter or
Paul" would be fnvalld. - 1.

cage, ;'u( LT

d- Absolute: {.e, thé'cholce of candidate being expressed without
conditions. : ‘

: - e

e~ Free! a vote 18 invalld 1f, through prave fear or decelt, someone
wag dlrectly or Indirectly made to choose a certaln person or
several persons di junctively- (can 172

f- For an ellipible candldata: votes cant for an {neligible candidate
are regarded as fnvalld .or “null, with corresponding effect.
Likewise blank votes.

1 " et i
. %
TR St g

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0.M. 1.
Provincial, Japan
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Delegate....... e e

Alternate
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This form to be forwarded to Provincial Office by Feb. 8.
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February 6, 1992
My brother Oblates,

The Council met in Itami on January 27. This is a report
of that meeting

The first item on the agenda was a explanation by Bert of
the 1991 Rome Financial Report and the general financial
matters of the Province. He will send you a letter
concerning these matters. X
I then read the Chapter Report and made some corrections
and additions suggested by the Councilors. I am enclosing
a copy of this Report which has been sent to Rome.

I requested help in the preparation of the report. i
received replies from ten Oblate in Japan. (I did not
request the help of the Fathers in Korea) I made copies
of the replies to each question listing them from A to J.
(Some of the replies were not signed.) By referring to
answers A through J I thought I could get a good idea of
the general feeling concerning any one question. By
referring to all the replies marked “A” I could also get
“A’s” complete report.

s At the District Meeting in Kochi on Monday I read my
report and we discussed it. In the afternoon I read the
above mentioned papers. It was suggested that I send
copies of these to all. It was felt it would be
interesting and informative reading re the thinking of
some of the men on the mission.

Naturally there were some who did not agree with some of
the things I have written in my report. As was made clear
at the meeeting if anyone feels that he is not satisfied
with part or all of my report he is perfectly free to send
in his own complete report or any points he wishes to make
to the Capitular Committee. Fr. Michael Foley, O.M.I1 is
the Chairman. Use the General House address. I remind
you of Fr. Zago’s request for prayers for the Chapter.

There was a request from Dick for permission to build a
church in Anan. This request was granted. It will be a
23 tsubo addition to the rectory on the east side. The



estimated cost of construction is 14, 000, 000 yen. At
present through generous donations from the parishioners
there is a fund of 5,000,000 yen. 1In his report Bert will
give you the finer details of the financing of this
project.

The parishioners are very much in favor of this project.
I has been discussed by the Oblates in the Tokushima
District and they also approve. The Bishop has also been
approached and he has approved of the project. He will
speak to the Fathers of the Takamatsu Diocese at the
Priests Meeting to be held in March asking there help.

In his letter of request Dick mentioned the following.
“As you know the parish and this facility are now 26 years
old. Over these years the number of parishioners has been
at 85 more or less. Thirty-five are frequent
communicants. These people are fervent and devoled, and
take real pride in their parish. After all these years,
we feel it is time to construct a church for proper
worship, where liturgy can be conducted well. A church
would provide a place for prayer, adoration, whereas now
there is a rectory chapel alone, and this is not always
accessible. ”

“Again, as we are aware, in the not too distant future,
the kindergarten may well be turned over to the management
of lay people, and this prospect would surely hinder the
use of the Kindergarten hall as our temporary place of

worship. Even now, there are times during the year, due
to Kindergarten activities, when Sunday Mass is forcibly
squeezed into the rectory chapel. At such times as

funerals and marriages there is the demand upon the
Kindergarten to adjust, to dismiss the children. ”

Brother Leo Kawaguchi'’s request to receive the Diaconate
was considered and approved. The ceremony will take place
during our Spring Meeting in Kochi on March 25, at 6:30
P. M. Kindly keep brother in your prayers as he prepares
for this important step. This might be a good time too,
Lo urge you to even greater efforts in your search and
prayers for vocations.

The matter of the Sisters of St Joseph of Osaka was
discussed at the meeting. After the meeting Bert and 1
went to Minoo to speak to the Provincial of the Sisters
concerning the arrangements. Two Sisters have already been
assigned but due to present commitments will not be able
to begin working in Tokushima-ken until August. They
will rent an apartment in Tokushima near the Church. They
will be involved in various activities in the church in
Tokushima, and the churches and kindergartens in Anan and
Naruto. The two Sisters will visit Tokushima in June to
make final arrangements about an apartment, division of
work etc etec.



The reports from the Districts concerning the topic for
our 1993 Spring Meeting were discussed. In every District
it was felt that Parishes should be the topic for this
meeting. It was decided to discuss the particulars of
this meeting at our next Council Meeting which will be
held in Itami in March 2.

There will be a meeting of the Provincials of the
Asia/Oceania Region on Hong Kong on February 13-14. On
the 16 Luc Rene Young Chen Yin, O0.M.I will be ordained Lo
the priesthood. He will be the first Chinese Oblate
ordained for the China Mission. Please remember Luc in
your prayers.

Fr. John Sherman, President of the A/0O Region suggested
that as the Provincial-Elect Ange also attend this
meeting. We will leave Osaka on Feb. 11 and return on
Feb. 18. Y.

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney,™~0.M. I

Provincial, Japan

P. S. I Jjust called the Kyoto University Hospital and
spoke to Takeda Sensei. Lei still has a fever which does
not seem to go down. The doctors have changed his

medicine in hopes this will solve that problem. After the
fever goes down they will wait two weeks before making the
final preparations to enable him to come home.

P.P.S. The new address of the Oblate Korean House is:

Unit 1352
Jinyang Apartment
120-3 4-KA
Chungmuro
Chung-ku

Seoul 100-014
Korea

Finally! The Columbans are sponsoring a meeting in
Wakayama on February 18.

“WOMEN 1IN JAPAN” Awaken attitude toward and give
awarenss of the position of women in Japan. An awareness
of how they are treated. The talks will be in English

Speakers: Sr. Naoki Iyori, Mercedes Kai
Miss Etsuko Kaji, Presbyterian

Morning from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. Lunch will be served
Afternoon session from 2:30 to 4 P.M.
If interested contace Mike Healy. Phone 0734-22-4244
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Election for the Alternate to the General Chapter of 1992

Alternate
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This form to be forwarded to Provincial Office by Feb. 29
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February 9, 1992
My brother Oblates,

This evening the ballots for the“Delegate and Alternate to
the General Chapter were opened and counted here in Kochi.

The Tellers were Tom Maher and John Iwo. Bill Maher was
the Secretary and I was the Presiding Officer.

As a result of the balloting Angelo Siani was elected our
Delegate to the Chapter. Congratulations Ange.

The voting was as follows: There were 19 valid ballots.
Angelo Siani received 14 votes. The following each
received one vote; Jerry Stevens, Ray Bourgoin, John Iwo,

Xave Tosa and Mike Yamasaki.
A

There is a very wide spread in the ballots for the
Alternate. The voting was as follows: Ray Bourgoin 1, Len
Inui 1, Fran Hahn 2, Ron LaFramboise 2, John Mahoney 2,
Wency Laguidao 3, Ed Williams 4, and Xave Tosa 4

Therefore a second ballot to choose the Alternate is

P necessary. The Council has decided to 1limit the 1list of
eligible candidates to the top three names on the list.
They are: Wency Laguidao, Ed Williams and Xave Tosa.

Please mail your ballots to Kochi by February 29. They
will be counted at the Council Meeting in Itami on March 1-
2. Also please mark the envelope “Ballot”

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0.M. I.
Provincial, Japan



STRAW VOTE

Suggestions for choice of the Provincial Consultors

1)

2)

Please send to the Provincial Office by March 21, 1992
Please write “STRAW VOTE” on envelope.

Thank you.

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, O0.M.I.
Provincial

STRAW VOTE
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March 8, 1992
My brother Oblates,

The Council met in Itami on March 2. This is a report of
that meeting.

After the opening prayer we spent some time in a
discussion of the OMI Documentation of February 1992;
Steps Towards the Chapter. The discussion centered on
Part One: Nature and Aim of a General Chapter. We will
discuss the other Parts of the -document at future

meetings. I would 1like to suggest that each one devote
some time to reading and thinking about the matter of this
issue of Documentation. Perhaps it would be possible to

discuss it at the District Meetings. *

We then entered into a discussion of the Korean Mission.
It was decided to recommend to Father General that he
appoint an older Italian Oblate as the Superior of the
Korean Mission. Naturally as Korea is part of the
Japanese Province the Provincial is the Mission Superior
but it was felt that an older man as local Superior would
make for better liaison in matters such as administration,
finances, ministries, etc.

I am going to Korea on March 13 and will discuss this
matter with the men there. When I return I will write
Father General about this important matter.

We then discussed the Spring Meeting of 1993. This
meeting will be concerned with Pastoral Apostolate of the
Mission as was presented in the Congress of 1988 and
recommended by the Follow Through Committee.

The Council has asked the following to be members of the
Preparatory Committee. Ange Siani, Ed Williams, Fran
Hahn, Mike Yamasaki, Bert Silver and Nobuhiko Yagi. Ange
Siani will be the Chairman of the Committee.

As you may know Bishop Fukahori is looking for a place for
the Noe-Catecumenate Seminarians. Until such time as he
can build a seminary he is looking for a place where they
can all (about 20-25) 1live together. As a temporary
solution he is thinking of expanding the facilities at
Sanbanchoo in Matsuyama. Ed recommended that we offer him



the property at Nakajima-cho for this purpose.

The Council discussed this and were not in favor. Kochi
is as integral part of the Oblate Mission in Japan. It was
felt that giving this up would be tantamount to giving up
our Oblate presence in Kochi-Ken.

It was also pointed out that the Bishop did not request
the Oblates to turn over this property even though he is
aware of the size and of the facilities of the Nakajima-
cho property.

I take the opportunity of this letter to remind you of our
Spring Meeting to be held here in Kochi on March 24-26. As
usual the meeting will begin at 9:30 on March 24 and end
after the noon meal on March 26. Bishop Okada Takeo will
in-put person. The topic of meeting is “Lumen 2000:
Evangelization in Japan.”

Brother Leo Kawaguchi will receive the Diaconate on March
25 at 6:30 P.M. This happy occasion is, of course, an
added reason to make every effort to be in Kochi during
these days. In the event you cannot attend please notify
Ed by March 20. Supper will not be served on March 23 but
there will be a Happy Hour later in the evening.

#*] am sending you a copy of a paper that Des O’Donnell
gave to me during his recent visit. I think it has
something to say to us as we prepare for the Chapter. I
am also sending a copy of a PRAYER FOR THE CHAPTER. I
realise that Father General has asked all Oblates to
recite or sing the Salve Regina and the invocation
“Blessed Eugene de Mazenod and Blessed Joseph Gerard, pray
for us.” But thought perhaps this prayer could be a
special prayer of the Oblate Japanese Provincial Community
to be recited during this important time in our Oblate
history. '

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

/

Fr. Kenney Mahoney, O0.M.I.
Provincial

)



FROM A SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS TO A COMMITMENT TO VALUES

I am convinced that in preparation for the coming General Chapter, we Oblates
should move our emphasis from a search for solutions to a deepening of values.

That there is a dynamic interaction between solutions and values is obvious
and what I speak about is emphasis, not separation nor dichotomy. We Oblates
generally describe ourselves as practical men, even pragmatic and solution-
oriented. Being this way we have the benefit of eliminating too much theory
but we could also have the limitation -of sometimes drowning out discernment.
It is fatally easy to allow the pursuit of solutions to precede the possessian
of deep and transcendant values.

Using the Oblate Constitutions and the Pope's recent, challenging encyclical
on mission - Redemptoris Missio - I will try to show that they both come dow:
unambiguously on the importance of having motivating values before and while
solutions are being pursued.

After having described "these evils" in the Church of his time, in the Preface,
the Founder called for "apostolic men" to remedy them but he immediately asks
how did Christ proceed in order to make his apostolic men effective. We know
the answer - "(He) trained them in piety ... filled them with his Spirit ...
schooled (them) in his teaching .....(asks them to) strive to be saints ....
(and) to wholly renounce themselves." He called them to lived values as an
essential of mission. Faith is the foundation of mission just as values pre-
ceed solutions - "Growing in faith, hope and love, we commit ourselves to be
leaven of the Beatitudes at the heart of the world" (C.II). Without this
prioritizing, solutions sought by even hardworking celibate social-workers
might not be those of the Gospel.

The Holy Father puts in this way: "Mission is an issue of faith, an accurate
indicator of our faith in Christ and his love for us"(RM.II). He had alrecady
written: "In the modern world, there is a tendency to reduce man to his hori-
zontal dimension alone. But without an openness to the Absolute, what does
man become?" (RM.8). 1In par.20, he gives a wide description of how mission is
practised and then stresses that "In carrying on these activities however,

the Church never loses sight of the priority of the transcendent." Transcen-
dence constantly rediscovered in prayer, has to be a non-negotiable in the
life of an Oblate missionary. So too I am convinced that we now need a Chapter
which will emphasize values as forcefully and as successfully as the 1986
Chapter pointed towards solutions in M.T.W.

The Holy Father states that in the modern world which is "heavily secularized,"
"a gradual secularization of salvation has taken place ..."(RM.8) and if there
is one thing the modern world seeks, it is solutions, often without much em-
phasis on values. This tendency towards the immediate answer, the pragmatic
solution, could motivate even missionaries into undiscerned situations.

Someone said that technology knows the cost of everything but the value of
nothing because values are not in its vocabulary: it is productively, funcion-
ally directed and solution oriented. It believes that all problems have a
solution if there is enough research by a task force and experiment to follow.
The language of technology can easily influence our pastorale, unless we keep
up constant commitment to values. It could likewise influence any gathering
of apostolic men, even during a Chapter.

Most Oblates are familiar with the words: "Our mission is to proclaim the king-
dom of God and to seek it before all else" (CII) but there is always the tempt-
ation to identify the Kingdom with a well-planned course in catechetics, a
social programme, with one church teaching or even with an idealogy. These may
often help in building the Kingdom but the Holy Father thought well to remind
missionaries everywhere that "the Kingdom of God is not a concept, a doctrine

or a programme subject to free interpretation, but it is above all else a person



v -2 . L

with the face and name of Jesus of Nﬁzareth, the image of the invisible God"

(RM.18). There is no confusion between the search for salutions and commit-
ment to a value here.

While recognizing that "the often misunderstood path of dialogue" can some-
times be "the only way of bearing witness to Christ" (RM.17), the Pope implier
that every missionary should regret having to be silent about Christ"(RM.17).
This is surely true in many Asian countries, where Oblates must endure the
constant frustration of not being able to speak of Christ whose loving presence
they experience each day in personal prayer and in the Eucharist. Dialogue and
"offering generous service to others"(RM.57) would never become more than in-
adequate solution-expressions of a deeper value in the heart of these mission-

aries. The Chapter could usefully concentrate on how we might deepen these
values, :

When it was pointed out to Mother Teresa that her success in helping the poor
was limited, she is said to have replied that God does not demand success; only
fidelity: in other words, not always measurable solutions but a constant fidel-
ity to values. In line with that, Redemptoris Missio encouragingly reminds us
that "The holy Spirit is indeed the principal agent of the Church's mission ...
In all it is the Holy Spirit who gives life" (No.21). Only the man who is"guid
by the Spirit" (Ga.5.16) - and this is a value-- can - :. continue to seek solu-
tions and still know he has found God, even when the solutions are still not
obvious. He will not easily have a vocational crisis in the situation.

Our Constitutions remind us that neither a response to people's needs nor prayer-
fulness alone are Qblate values:. "Our. life is governed by the demands of our
apostolic mission and by the calls of.the Spirit already dwelling in those to
whom he is sent: (C.26). A search, however purposeful, for people's needs, is

no substitute for a prolonged listening together in community to find our "common
mission in his Spirit" (C.3). ”

It is not new to be told that "unless a missionary is a contemplative, he cannot
proclaim Christ in a credible way" (RM.91) but perhaps the definition which follows,
finds our attention more forcefully: "He (the missionary) is a witness to the
experience of God." This is a long way from beginning or ending with a search for
solutions. The Holy Father is saying -that there is no solution until each of us
missionaries has a personal experience of God which is surely the deepest and most
effective value-experience possible. How to deepen our experience of God as
missionaries could be a useful Chapter theme.

The experience of God takes place both in solitude and in service, as it did fc
Jesus - "Large crowds would gather to hear him and have their illnesses cured,but
he would always go off to some deserted place and pray" (Lk.5.15,16). Our Oblate
Constitutions tell us teo that ministry is not just solution-seeking and selfless
service - "We achieve unity in our life only in and through Jesus Christ. Our
ministry involves us in a variety of tasks, yet each act in life is an occasion
for personal encounter with the Lord" (C.31). And "in the prolonged silent
prayer we make each day, we let ourselves be moulded by the Lord and find in

him the inspiration of our conduct" (C.33). Missionary prayer could be a courag-
eous Chapter theme too.

It is not unexpected that in the social encyclicals we find stress on the need

to simplify our living standards in the first world but in this encyclical on
mission we read "I therefore exhort the disciples of Christ and all Christian
communities - from families to dioceses, from parishes to religious institutes -
to carry out a sincere review of their lives regarding their solidarity with

the poor" (No.60). Here we touch interior, personal solutions which demand
corresponding values "in order to correct in their behaviour whatever is contrary
to the Gospel and disfigures the face of Christ" (RM.43).
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Ofcourse our Constitutions already stress this value for Oblates: "Our members
adopt a simple life style, remembering that it is essential for our religious
institute to give collective witness to evangelical detachment" (C.21). It
always seems easier to struggle for the poor and certainly to write documents
about this than to interiorize the value of evangelical simplicity. Could not
the meaning of our Vow of Poverty today also be a Chapter theme?

As Oblates, we search for an apostolic or missionary spirituality. Redemptoris
Missio offers us two elements to reflect and act upon: "Missionary activity
demands a specific spirituality which applies in particular to all those whom

God has called to be missionaries. This spirituality is expressed first of all

by a life of complete docility to the Spirit .... This docility then commits

us to receive the gifts of fortitude and discernment which are essential elements
of missionary spirituality" (No.87). Again before we seek solutions outside — : -
either at congresses or Chapters - the Holy Father reminds us that they must first
be found inside by the prayerful interiorization of transcendent values.

Desmond O'Donnell OMI
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Correction of letter dated March 8, 1992
March 9, 1992
My brother Oblates,

The Council met in Itami on March 2. This is a report of
that meeting.

After the opening prayer we spent some time Ly @
discussion of the OMI Documentation- of February 1992;
Steps Towards the Chapter. The discussion centered on
Part One: Nature and Aim of a General Chapter. We will
discuss the other Parts of the document at future
meetings. T would like to suggest that each one devote
some time to reading and thinking about the matter of Lhis
issue of Documentation. Perhaps it would be possible to
discuss it at the District Meetings. ¥

We then entered into a discussion of the Korean Mission.
It was decided to recommend to Father General that he
appoint an older Italian Oblate as the Superior of the
Korean Mission. Naturally as Korea 1is part of the
Japanese Province the Provincial is the Mission Superior
but it was felt that an older man as local Superior would
make for better liaison in matters such as administration,
_— finances, ministries, etc.

I am going to Korea on March 13 and will discuss this
matter with the men there. When I return I will write
Father General about this important matter.

We then discussed the Spring Meeting of 1993. This
meeting will be concerned with Pastoral Apostolate of the
Mission as was presented in the Congress of 1988 and
recommended by the Follow Through Committee.

The Council has asked the following to be members of the
Preparatory Committee. Ange Siani, Ed Williams, Fran
Hahn, Mike Yamasaki, Bert Silver and Nobuhiko Yagi. Ange
Siani will be the Chairman of the Committee.

As you may know Bishop Fukahori is looking for a place for
the Neo-Catecumenate Seminarians. Until such time as he
can build a seminary he is looking for a place where they



can all (about 20-25) 1live together. As a temporary
solution he dis thinking of expanding the facilities at
Sanbonmatsu in Kagawa-Ken. Ed recommended that we offer
him the property at Nakajima-cho for this purpose.

The Council discussed this and were not in favor. Kochi
is an integral part of the Oblate Mission in Japan. It was
felt that giving this up would be tantamount to giving up
our Oblate presence in Kochi-Ken.

It was also pointed out that the Bishop did not request
the Oblates to turn over this property even though he is
aware of the size and of the facilities of the Nakajima-
cho property.

I take the opportunity of this letter to remind you of our
Spring Meeting to be held here in Kochi on March 24-26. As
usual the meeting will begin at 9:30 on March 24 and end
after the noon meal on March 26. Bishop Okada Takeo will
be the in-put person. The topic of the meeting is “Lumen
2000: Evangelization in Japan.” -

Brother Leo Kawaguchi will receive the Diaconate on March
25 at 6:30 P.M. This happy occasion is, of course, an
added reason to make every effort to be in Kochi during
these days. In the event you cannot attend please notify
Ed by March 20. Supper will not be served on March 23 but
there will be a Happy Hour later in the evening.

*I am sending you a copy of a paper that Des O’Donnell
gave to me during his recent visit. I think it has
something to say to us as we prepare for the Chaptler. I
am also sending a copy of a PRAYER FOR THE CHAPTER. 1
realise that TFather General has asked all Oblates to
recite or sing the Salve Regina and the invocation
“Blessed Eugene de Mazenod and Blessed Joseph Gerard, pray
for us,” but thought perhaps this prayer could be a
special prayer of the Oblate Japanese Provincial Community
to be recited during this important time in our Oblate
history.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary/}mmaculate,

Fr. J Kenney Mahoney, O.M. 1.

Provincial
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This letter contains the results of the straw

ballot for Rome.

1st.

Your vote must be in Rome by May 1,

Proviincial Consultors:

First

Name

Iwo
Yamasaki
Simons
Williams
Bordo
Bourgoin
Tosa
Silver
Hahn

Stevens

First place 19 votes received;

No. of Votes

Name

Yamasaki
Simons

Williams

Tosa
Silver
Hahn
Stevens
Laguidao

Zevola

BE SURE TO SEND YOUR BALLOT

1992

Second

No.

LaFramboise

Van Hoydonck

Inui

John Kenney Mahoney,

*TL—b2
6 st EE AT 2-1-33
TEL 0888—72—3658

o

vote and your
TO ROME FOR MAY

of Votes

a1

second place 18 votes received.

0. M. I.
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My Brother Oblates,

Some months ago a f[riend sent me a clipping from the New
York Times about John Paul II’s Encyclical Letter; MISSION
OF THE REDEEMER. In the article it mentioned that Father

. Zago was  greatly involved in the writing of this
Encyclical. It was for this reason that I especially
wanted to read this encyclical letter.

As I read I was stuck by the feeling that I was reading
the Oblate Constitution and Rules. Expressions that
called to mind the Preface of the Founder and of our
Constitutions and Rules appear in many places but
especially in Chapter 8: Missionary Spirituality.

Some of the expressions which spoke to me in this chapter
are in section 87; “this spirituality is expressed first
of all by a life of complete docility to the Spirit” and
again in Section 88; “An essential characteristic of
missionary Spirituality is intimate communion with
Christ”.... “this is an emptying of self which is permeated
by love and expresses love. The mission follows this same
path and leads to the foot of the cross”

~ The title of the next section is “Loving the Church and
Humanity as Jesus Did”. Here we find this sentence which
rings with the very words of our Founder “The missionary

is urged on by “‘zeal for souls’ a zeal inspired by
Christ’s own charity, which takes the form of concern,
tenderness, compassion, openness, availability, and
interest in people’s problems”.

The last paragraph of section 89 closes with Lhese words.
“Finally like Christ he must love the Church.” This line
echoes the call of the Founder in his Preface. “The sight
of these evils has so touched the hearts of certain
priests, zealous for the glory of God, men with an ardent
love for the Church, that they are willing to give their
lives, if need be, for the salvation of souls”.

The title to section 90 is; “The True Missionary is the
Saint”. This title called to mind other words from the
Preface. “And how should men who want to follow in the



footsteps of the divine Master Christ conduct themselves
if they, in their turn, are to win back many souls that
have thrown off the yoke? They must strive to be saints”.

This section elaborates very clearly upon this need for
sanctity. “The wuniversal call to holiness is closely
linked to the universal call to Mission..... The renewed
impulse to mission ad gentes demands holy missionaries”.

In section 91 we find (these words “For their
part, missionaries should reflect on the duty of holiness
required of them by the gift of their vocation, renew
themselves in spirit day by day, and strive to update
their doctrinal and pastoral formation. The missionary
must be a ‘contemplative in action’ .”

To be a missionary and especially to be an Oblate
Missionary is truly a gife. Il is a gift because through
it we can lead others Lo know of Lhec great joy thcre is to
be found in union with tLhe Father. It says in section 22
of the Encyclical; “The ultimate purpose of missions is
to enable people to share in Lhe communion which exists
between the Father and the Son”. After saying this the
author cites the text below. He says of it: “This is a
very important missionary tex.”.

“That all may be one as you Father, are in me, and I in
you; I pray thalt they may be one in us, that the world may
believe thal you sent me. I have given them the glory you
gave me that Lhey may be one as we are one--] living in
them ,you living in me.--Lhat Lheir unily may be complete.
So shall the world know that you sent me, and that you
loved them as you loved me”. (Jn. 17: 21-23)

It is the task as well as Lhe Joy of Missionary Oblates to
make Christ’s prayer a reality among Lhose Lo whom we are
sent. May we always find Joy in the gift of being
Missionaries. May we remember each day that we must
strive to be saints. May our one desirc be to share this
Joy and this saintliness with those to whom we have been
sent.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary [mmaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0.M.1I.
Ptobincial, Japan



1892 GENERAL MEETING

From March 24 to March 26, the Oblates came from all
over Japan and Korea for Ltheir annual General Meeting.
This year the input person was Bishop Takeo OKADA from the
Urawa diocese. The topic was Evangelization/Mission.

The Bishop firstl gave us an overview of his approach,
then a more detailed vision of the problems involved and
finally left us with many problems to discuss, now and in
the future.

He showed us where ¢the Vatican II document on the
Liturgy (SC) was like the FOUNDATIONS/ROOTS of everything
that followed. After which the one on the Church (LG) was
like the TRUNK, the various other documents were the
BRANCHES, and finally Lhe documents on Missions (AG) and
on the Church in the Modern World (GS) were the
FLOWERING/TFRUIT.

The above were produced in the 1963-1965 years. The
document on Evangelization (LEN) was on the 10th anniv-
ersary of the last two documents and the one on Mission
(RM) was on the 25th and these would be the basis for his
on-going talks.

From Lhe very beginning the GS document includes a
tension belween Mission and Evangelization. Paul VI chose
to emphasize the theme of evangelization in EN in the line
of the great Social Encyclicals starting with RERUM
NOVARUM. John Paul II has chosen Lo stress Lhe aspect of
Mission in REDEMPTORIS MISSIOQ. This shows us that the
Popes tLhemselves are struggling with the tension and
interplay that exist between Lhe two concepls, emphasizing
one without denying the olher, always showing Lhem not as
an “either/or” but as a “but also” vision.

We can see that when the pendulum seems to go in the
direction of omne, the documents emphasize the other and
vice-versa.

The Church is constantly struggling with the problem
also of the relationship of the Church with the World, in
the concrete, between Religion and Politics/Economics.
Some documents and statemenls forthrightly try to show the
underlying vision that Pol/Econ should be blased on the
basic spirit of Religion. Others make it clear cut that
Religion and Pol/Econ do nol mix. Again the tension is
clear.

Other problems arise because of statementls that
originate from thc Universal Church as opposed to the
Local Churches; from those emanating from the Curial
decisions as opposed to Local decisions. These local
decisions can emanate from a local diocese, from the



Hierarchy of a whole country, or of a region as the
Federation of Asian Bishops (FABC).

To further complicate things, we may have decisions
coming from a bishop, as opposed Lo decisions of priestis
or even laity on the local level. The fact that each one
comes to different conclusions about Mission/Evangeli-
zation is quite normal since from the beginning in GS you
already have that tension.

The above tension of Mission/Evangelizalion is clear in
NICE I, where Lhis body, when considering Lhe foundational
orientation of the Japanese Church, decided to emphasize
Evangelization. NICE I looked upon the gap that exists
between our life wilhin Lhe Church and its applicalion to
the Modern World, in order Lo bring into focus and unify
our call to evangelize the structures of Society. AL the
present time, Lhere is a movemenl . within the Japanese
Church to follow Lhe swing of the pendulum toward stress
on Mission.

While re-introducing us Lo the central message of EN,
the Bishop began with the VAT II definition of Laity, but
then followed Lhis up with Lhe newer approach of the Synod
on the Laity held in the '80’s. This lalter stressed that
rather than say the Laity work in the World whereas the
Priests in the Church, the whole Church itself works in
the World with Laity and Priest having different roles,
different ministries. This is Dbased on incarnstional
theology.

Again Lhe tension between Mission (Lhe proclamalion of
the Gospel) and Evangelization (the renewal of the Earth),
and also between the Spiritual Order and the Temporal
Order, came to the forc.

EN was produced after the ’71 Synod on JUSTICE AND PEACE
with ils emphasis thal these were integral to the Gospel
Message (incl. Human Rights, Dignity of People, Respect
for Life) with its message of Transformation of the World
and the ’74 Synod on Evangelization in Today’'s World,
continuing in the direction of Lhe previous Synod, with
the added element of Liberalion of Peoples.

It is al this point that EN was produced. It emphasized
again that Evangelizalion is a PROCESS with the interplay
of very many eclemenls and aspects neither one of which
contains the WHOLE truth, ALL being unecessary including
both direct proclamation and witucss as well as working
toward the transformation of VALUES in Cultures, kceping
the positive ones, renewing tLhc negative ones and giving
direction to the ncutral ones. All these elements are
mutually influencing each other at all times.

The necessity of Lhe Church to involve itselflf in Social



and Liberational Issues (Illitcracy, Human Rights, Right
to Life etc etc) i.e. Lhce temporal order, certainly
exlists, but by the same token we cannot forget the
spiritual order. And vice versa, the spiritual order must
exist, or religion disappears, bul il must also have its
role in the Lemporal order. As mentioned before, herein
lies the tension, the never-ending struggle Lo find the
balance between the two.

Looking at the roots of Lhe evils of illileracy, Lhe gap
between rich/poor etc etc as coming from the piling up of
individual sins into a structural sin in sociely. Though
the word SIN is never used, the Popes have outlined Lhe
concept in Lhere recent encyclicals. This SIN comes from
three major passions, that toward materialism/consunerism,
that of power/domination and that of idolatry/letting
ourselves be governcd by sell-made gods.

We can fighlt Lhese only by identlifying ourselves with
the poor, keeping a right vision of personhood with its
values of dignity of the person, respecl for life. Thalt
is where the Socialist/Communist/Capitalist Systems have
failed.

After VAT II and EN, there has been Lhe danger of
identifying this emphasis on Evangclizalion wilh Social
Action and that Lhis 1last would be sufficient. So Lhe
present Pope decided to bring us back to a tradiltional
view of Christian Leaching by re-emphasizing Mission
without denying the necessily of Evangelizalion. The
slruggle goes on.

Our Mission 1is bascd on Lhe original mission from the
Father to the Son, from whence comes Lhe mission of the
Spirit. And all 3 in different ways mission us the Pcople
of God: the Father being thce Prime Missioner, Lhe Son
being Lhe Direcl Missioner, and the Spirit being the
Actual/Everyday Missioner.

With this RM restates that il is not suflicienlt to [ight
evil, but we must also stress conversion and hope; it is
not sufficient to be a social worker, but the proclamation
of Jesus Christ as Lhe unique Saviour is important; that
it is not suflfjcient Lo have Action, but Lhat we also need
Prayer; thal il is not sufficient Lo find Lhe Values in
Sociely and to develop Lhem, bul also Lo witness Jesus
Christ.

NICE T had taken Lhese two c¢lemenls as the basic oullook
of the Japanese Church, but had chosen Lo stress the
former as most documenls since Vatican II had also done.

The Pope reminds us Lhat we must avoid the two exlremes
of an “anthropo-centered” and “Lheo-cenltered” notion of
God’s Kingdom, to one centered in the Redeeming Christ and



his Church.

After reminding us that the Spirit acts in and through
other Religions and Cultures, the Bishop discussed the
meaning of Mission which needs 3 different Japanese
expressions to explain it: HAKEN/SHIMEI/SENKYO. This
mission is to the areas that ignore Christ; that haven’t
sufficiently received his message; and that have been de-
christianized. It also encompasses not only new lands,
but new situations (cities, immigrants etc etc) and the
whole field of communication.

In treating the Paths of Mission, after re-proclaiming
the usual paths of witness, direct proclamation,
conversion and baptism, the bishop spent much time on the
last two items of John Paul’s suggestions of Inculturation
(incarnation in and ‘transformation of cultures) and
Dialogue with other religions, always keeping in mind the
need for evangelization in this process. Here the Pope
seems to be tying together the Mission/Evangelization axis.

Bishop Okada finished by introducing us to the most
recent FABC report which stresses the need in the Asian
area for acting as Christ did which is a proclamation;
dialogue with other religions and cultures to find points

of unity; and direct proclamalion. It also stresses the
need to think of not only what the Church of Asia must DO
but also what it must BE in this vast area. The

suggestion is that we pul on the lace of the COMPASSIONATE
Christ, in order to be and feel WITH the Asian people:
poor, women etc etc

RM as EN, though stressing one or the other of the
Evangelization/Mission axis does give some time to the
other stress. RM toward the end, in describing the role
of Active Congregations as well as that of Women’s
Congregations and of the Laily in general, reminds us of
the necessity of involving ourselves in the various social
works and pressing problems of the times, which we have
pointed out so far.

The bishop also introduced us to the FABC report of 1990
which re-emphasizes most of the points which were brought
out so far, especially as it applies to the Asian scene.

He finished by giving wus an evaluation of ‘the
Honda/Brzostowski debate about “Reaping Mission” as
opposed to “Implantation Mission”. conceding that the
vision of Fr Honda is a very important contribution to our
outlook, he also emphasized that the traditional teaching
of implantation must go hand in hand with that view. We
see another tension belween two opposites which we can
only reconcile not by eliminating the other but by
cooperating with it.



For me personally, Lhis meeting helped me to put both
sides of issues in perspective, from VAT II, thru EN and
RM, as well as the above mentioned debate. I could not
help but recall Ron’s thesis in its latest version wherg a
number of these problems were well analyzed. Ray Bourgoin.

BROTHER KAWAGUCHI’S ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE

“I've come Lto serve not to be served.” Do you want to
follow me? With the help of God I answer this call”.
(Paraphrased from the Pontifical for the Diaconate)

On March 25 the Feast of the Annunciation the church of
the Immaculate Conception in .Kochi was [filled fTor the
first ordination of a Japanese Oblate Lo the diaconate in
over 20 years. Bro. Satoshi Kawaguchi was ordained by the
Bishop of the Takamatsu Diocese, Bishop Fukahori. The
Bishop of Urawa, Bishop Okada Takco was also present for
the ceremony.

It was a very happy day for the over 20 Oblates, and
several Diocesan priests as Lhey stood at the altar with
Satoshi and celebraled, praised, and thanked the Lord for
the gifls He has given to us.

Brother Kawaguchi was born in Amakusa on the island of

Kyuushuu on April 1, 1960. While working as a medical
technician and atlending school ncar the Oblate Parish in
Koga, he came into contact with the Oblates. He still

smiles as he cexplains that although he was in the parish
for three years; il was only after being Lhere [for two
years that he became. aware of the Oblalecs as a
Congregation of the Church. Fr. Mike Yamasaki, the
pastor, was open minded enough to suggest that since he
was already involved in the medical field for 6 years
perhaps anolher Congregalion would bec more appropriate if
Satoshi wanted to become a Religious.. Thinking back on
things now; he says that Fr. Mikes altitude at that time
probably made him decide on Lhe Oblates.

After making his Novitiate in Kochi he has spent the last
7 years at the Oblate Housc of Studies in Nagoya while
attending Nanzan Universily. lHe studied Lhree ycars of
Philosophy and is now in his fourth year of Theology.

He will graduate next year with a Licentiate in Biblical
Studies. llc say Lhat he is open to any type of work the
Oblates would like him Lo do.

Congratulations Satoshi, you arc in our prayers.

Bill Maher



FIRST OBLATE ORDINATION IN IIONG KONG Ange Siani, O.M.1I.

In early February, the Provincial and I were in Hong Kong
to meet with the provincials of Asia-Oceania to prepare
our Regional Report for the General Chapter. We completed
our work on February 15.

There was a lot of excitement at Notre Dame College on
Shing Tak Street on the morning of February 16. Little
wonder, today we would witness the ordination of YOUNG
CHEN YIN, OMI. Fr. Yin, one in a family of twelve children
was born in Mauritius. He was christened Luc Rene.

Luc entered the Oblates in The Philippines where he made
his novitiate and then did his theological studies in
Canada. After completing his studies he volunteered for the
Chinese Mission.

The Hong Kong Cathedral, dwarfed by the surrounding
apartment buildings, is gothic in style. Recently
renovated the interior is very beautiful and the red
banners and flowers made it a very welcome place.

The cold and rain was completely forgottemn as 90 priests
and 700 friends {filled the church. The Cardinal of Hong
Kong ordained Fr. Yin to the Priesthood on February 186,
1992.

After the Mass, Fr. Sun read Fr. Yin's First Obedience
from Fr. lago, the Superior General. Fr. Yin then expressed
his thanks in Chinese, French and English.

On February 17 gathered around the newly ordained Fr. Yin
we celebrated Mass together, renewed our Vows and
conferred the Sacrament of the Sick upon Fr. Jan Lempens,
OMI .In the evening, the newly ordained celebrated Mass in
French for his family.

HONORING FORTY YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD Fr. Dick Harr, O.M.I.

I call my Oblate community to join with me in celebrating
my 40th anniversary as an Oblate Priest. As 1 enter the
latter years of service to Our Lord and His Church, Lhis
indeed marks a milestone for me.

There exist many and varied vocations with which Our Lord
blesses us humans. The Priesthood far surpasses all. I’ve
reflected on this in the sense thal God puts great demands
on Priests. But, He also fills them with very special
Jjoys. He requires them Lo be other Christs preaching and
blessing His people and all peoples, carrying His cross
with Him to the top of Calvary, and there becoming a
sarifice for the salvation of all. What a life!!! Therc
are joys and sorrows and suffering, bult underlying every



moment is the very special joy that only Our Lord can
give. Love given is love received. This is paradoxical
but proven true by experience.

With deep Jjoy of heart, I thank all those who have

assisted me to this point in 1life. I'm grateful to Our
Lord Who is the High Priest, to my families--both by blood
and by religious profession. All have been a powerful

influence in my Priesthood. The encouragement, advice and
most of all the friendship have been real blessings
without which I could not have reached this moment of
celebration.

I thank each, and I pray for each. Most of all, thank you
Lord

DATES TO REMEMBER

Birthdays Ordinations
April April
17 Gerry Stevens 4 Jerry Novotny
17 John Deely 11 Jack Deely
22 Wency Laguidao 25 Vincenzo Bordo
26 Bill Maher
May 29 Fran Hahn
29 Tom Maher
May
June 30 John Mahoney
30 Tom Maher
July 30 Bert Silver
4 Mauro Concardi 31 Angelo Siani
31 Leo Simons
Ordinations
June
2 Dick Harr 14 Len Inui
7 Ed williams 24 Mike Yamasaki
14 John Iwo

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES

May 21 to May 29 Time of special prayer for Oblate
Vocations. Please confer letter from Fr. Cazabon.

June 15 Tentative date for the Installation Ceremony of
New Provincial and Council Location Kochi; time will be
announced at a later date.

Aug. 31 to Sept.4 Annual Oblate Retreat at Passionist’s
Retreat House in Fukuoka.



Misson to the Middle East.

In March (15~25) I had the opportunity to visit the Middle East on a mission organized by
GEREC. This is not a complete report, because my notes and other papers were mailed
out of Israel, and they didn't arrive yet.

WHAT'S GEREC? This is the organization that collected donations from all over Japan, to
send the Gulf War refugees back to their respective countries. by charter planes. . Gerec is
composed of Catholic, Protestant , Buddhist and Shinto religions. After all refugees were
repatriated a big amount of money was still avaible, so Gerec decided that it should be
used for relief projects in the Middle East. Untill now Jordan, Palestine, Israel, Egypt,
Lebanon and Iraq have received aid from Gerec. This organization changed its name to
"Middle East Contribution Project”. (N.B. this is my own translation of the Japanese name).

THE SECOND MISSION : This M.E. Contribution Project organizes four missions. The first
group was sent last year in August. I joined the second group. This year in the summer
and next year in the spring (?) the other missions will be sent. Our group only visited
Jordan, Israel and Palestine. The purpose of the second mission was to learn and get
more acquainted with the Palestine problem and to witness how people work and struggle
in the present conditions.

In our group there were 9 catholics, 3 protestants, 5 members of new religions and
4 not affiliated with any religion. The leader of the group was the well known bible
scholar Michiko Ohta.

It was my first trip to the M.E. and we had a rather busy schedule. There was not
much time for leisure (=shopping), although we had the opportunity to visit Old
Jeruzalem,Bethlehem and Nazareth. We visited places, offices and projects where GEREC
was involved in. Before going to an on-the-spot inspection we had an explanation from
the "local partners”. Moving around to different projects in a group of 22, would be too

conspicuous, so we were divided into 4 groups. Therefore nobody was able to inspect all
projects.

LOCAL PARTNERS : This is not a complete list of the organizations through which
Gerec is helping in different projects.
- CRS: Catholic Relief Service is an organization of the American Bishop Conference.

- Caritas Jordan and Caritas Jeruzalem ( and the Caritas organizations in other countries).
- PMP : Pontifical Mission for Palestine.

- SCF : Save the Childeren Federation.
PARC: Youth Organization for Agriculture Assistance.
The relief given by Gerec is always a joint project with these and other organizations.

ON-THE-SPQT INSPECTION : I myself didn't enter a refugee camp. | passed before a
few. To enter a camp one needs permission. Some of those camps are 40 years old,
others are more recent. They have poor housing ( no tents), poor sewage. ( I might be
wrong but, ene might compare these camps with slums.) I myself visited clinics, chicken-.
goat-, pig-, sheep farms and a small factory. A visit to the Gaza Strip was on our
schedule. That would have given me the occasion to observe the activities of PARC.
But as the Caza had been closed for an indefinit time, we were rescheduled to Nazareth.

- 10 -



"YAD VASHEM" : We visited the monum

ent erecte
Holocaust in Europe d by the Jews to commemorate the

Very impressing ,- rather shocking photographes.

PERSONAL IMPRESSION : The M. E. is a big problem and a solution seems far away. Am

L wronlgi 'to say that the p.roblem 'is 70% religious? On both sides the extremists dictate
1e politics. In the occupied territories, Gaza and West Bank, the freedom and rights of
the people are very limited, ( commerce, housing, land, travel etc. ) Ilowever, in eneral
the people didn't give me the impression of being defeated. ( Only the l{uwc;it regl‘ugees
::e::: (lllepr?ss"ed. ) In Anman (Jordan) and from from people in Palestine I heard twice the
same .:pe. We’ p.llly want peace”. Looking at the Holocaust pictures in 'Yad Vashem'
'l more difficult to understand why the Jews create such a situation for the
Palestinians. Of course there are no gas chambers, but by different laws -old and new

.

':‘lu: mission helped me to feel and understand better Christ's words: Go and tell John
what your own ears and eyes have witnessed; how the blind see and the lame walk

.....

" CONCLUSION I intend to write about this problem once more. But, instead of reading

fne more little thing: .going to the Holy Land now on a "pilgrimage”, without" a small
exposure to .the a?tual situation of the Palestinians, seems to me to be a historical or
an archeological trip, not so much a "following of Christ".

Yoshikazu Xavier Tosa. o.m.i.

March 9, 1992
Dear Joim,

Greetings from Rome. I got here on the 26th of February. The flight to Rome
= was comfortable, though long, 19 hours all together. 1 flew {rom Nagoya to Seoul,
After a one hour stop we boarded a jumbo [or Rome via Amsterdam. Strangely
enough the plane flew back to the coast of Japan just off Kanazawa, then north

to Sendal before turning west for the flight over Siberia.

My "boss" here gave me one day Lo rest and then we started work. We have
typed over two hundred pages ol Province and Delegalion reports since then. We
are putting them into the computer so as to make Lhe work of sorting and
.synthesizing easler.

It is very interesting work, because we get a view of the whole Congregation,
The question of aging and few vocations in many places is a grave concern.
Hovever those Provinces that show an increase ln vocations are often the ones
that have clearly deflned mission priorities and that stress praying together
and w&rklng together. As we sort all this materlal the most Ilmportant lssues

that should be‘placed on the agenda for the Chapler seem to be emerging. Fr.
General wlll soon be snding out a letter about this.



Yesterday & went down Lo St. l'eler's and prayed lor all of you at the tomb
of Peter. I met some young Japanese tourlsts In the square. The were asking what
this big church was, and who the man in white In Lhe window was. (The pope had
Just come to the window for his Sunday message and the Angelus with the twenty
thousand or so people gathered in the square;)The city Is llooded as usual with
Japanese tourists. Some of the Fathers here at Lhe General llouse say we should
start a mlssion in Rome to help Lhese people see Lhe Callh that lies behlind
these quaint looking churches and pleces of arl. Interesting idea isn't it!

My thoughts and prayers are with you all during the coming Province meeting
and as you celebrale Leo Kawaguchi's ordination to the diaconate. Please pray

for us and for the success of the Chapter. Po¥ /,;/;Mﬁ,«y/‘sz:’ o)

‘ Santiago,
ASIA-OCEANIA NEWSLETTER Chile,

17 Major Superiors of the Latin American Region, I first visit-
ed Sri Lanka & I Succeeded in visiting the Trincomalee area

which up to now was war zone. I found the men couragecusly at
their work standing with theijr suffering people; in one of the

parishes, over 30N men have disappeared and burnt homes are
everywheréwisible. Of course even in

isticians tell us that there are 35,000 drug addicts and about
55,000 school dropouts under the age of I3 in a country where
35% of the population is under 15. Tiie Oblates continue their
work in parishes and now have nine younger men very busy on a
mission band. After a compardtively lean period, they have
good news that elght young men will be ordained this Year.

I then visited KOREA where our three young. Italians struggle
bravely with the language and culture before getting into any
direct apostolate. One of them has already given hiskirst hom-
11y in Korean. As they study, they ar€continually investigating

possible areas for future apostolates. They deserve our admir-
ation and need our pravers.,

From there I make the short journey to JAPAN to consult the men
about their next Provincial. Fr. Siani has since been appointed.
In a country governed by economics and successfuL&hrough hard
work, theOblates continue thheir work in the most neglected
southern part ofthe country. 0.3% of the 122 million population
is €atholic, but there has been an unprecedented immigration of
Filipinos, Brazilians & others. Estimates now are that over half
of the Catholics in Japan are immigrants, mostly unregistered.
The greatheed of the Oblates is more local & oversess personnel.
Any volunteers from ourAsian-Oceania Scholastics ?
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Our China Mission in Hong Kong is thriving even ifanxiety rises
among the population about July Ist I1997. 55,000people left for

overseas last year but the population remains about 5% million.

The Oblates - 3 Chinese & 3 Oblates - rejoice over the priestly

ordination of Luc Young Chen Yin on Feb. 16, this year.

Tahiti with its eight Oblates continue to refoundthe modern
Church which now numbers about 35% of the 65,000 population.
1'verarely seen Oblates work sohard asthey continue to man the
seminary, model new parishes, build up lay leadership and care
for some of the surrounding 80inha_bited islands. This is a big
vyear for our men there as they will witness the ordination of
three fully Oblate-trained young men for the local diocese.From
there I completed my'round the world journey to Chile.

In contrast with the inspiration which the Latin American Oblates
gave us by their unambiguous dedicatio n to the poor and their
lifestyles in keeping with this,I feltdepressed to see the oppress-
ion of the majority poor by the mostly-military minorities in
most of these comparatively rich countries. The sects are still
misleading great numbers as they peddlespiritual consumerism
ﬂ\with selective biblical texts. THere are 406 ProfessedOblates in
Latin America of whom 156 arelocal (75 arein formztion). Their
representation at the Chapter will be very valuable.

To end this letter, may I encourage every Oblate to pray forthe
Chapter and not to hesitate in sending proposals to the
Commission headed by Father Mike Foley in Rome.

My next journey wil robably take in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Java
and Samarinda and hopefully Laos.

Pray often for our Obl

ates in Jaffna whom I have been unable to
visit for so long.

7 .

Desmond O'Donnell O.M.l,,»”f”’
General Councillor. .-~

- /////T
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OBLATI DI MARIA IMMACOLATA
CURIA GENERALIZIA

C.P. 9061 00100 ROMA . AURELIO, ITALIA

TO THE PROVINCIALS AND DELEGATION SUPERIORS

re: Time for prayer and animation in favor of vocations.

Dear Friends:

The 1992 Oblate Ordo mentions for the first time "a special
time of prayer and animation for Oblate vocations" that is to be
celebrated across the whole Congregation. It opens on May 21,

feast of Bl. Eugene de Mazenod, and closes on May 29, feast of
Bl. Joseph Gérard.

This initiative was launched by Father General in his March
31, 1991 letter to the Congregation. This letter is a stirring
appeal to all Oblates to commit themselves to the pastoral activ-
ity of nurturing and accompanying vocations. Each community is
invited to special common prayer for vocations and each Oblate
parish or institution to organize times of prayer and meetings of
vocation animation. At the end of his letter, Father General en-
trusts this ministry of prayer especially to Oblates who are ill
or elderly. This vocation effort has been well received through-
out the entire Congregation.

Last December I wrote to those in the Congregation who are
in charge of the vocations apostolate and asked them to relaunch
this time of prayer in their respective Provinces and Delegations
and to prepare an animation plan for this purpose.

Father General and his Council have just met with the Ob-
lates of Latin America. We witnessed the creativity and perseve-
rance with which our confreres of that Region are dedicated to
nurturing and accompanying vocations. Prayer and animation go
hand in hand in their case. 1In several areas of the Congregation
we find the same pastoral zeal for vocations.

In Father General s name and in that of his Council members
I invited you to continue your efforts so that this time of pray-
er and animation may be for all Oblates an occasion for renewal
in their religious and missionary commitment. "Come and see":
the quality of our personal and community life is a challenge and
an invitation addressed to the young who observe how we live.

Dear fellow Oblates, I thank you for your collaboration in
this matter which is so vital for the future of our Congregation.
Send us your suggestions so that this project may continue to
grow in the spirit of the Church and the Congregation.

I am fraternally yours in the Lord and Mary Immaculate,

ﬂ:ﬂq Lrabo,  ton

Gilles Cazabon, O.M.I.

Vicar General
Rome, February 17, 1992,

290 VIA AUIELIA - ROMA, ITALIA TEL. (06) 637.02.51 TELEGR: OBLATAURELIA 00165 ROMA



Happy Easter
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Lord Bring Hope to AlLL
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May 7, 1992
My Lrother Oblates,
I hope that you had an enjoyable and restful Golden Week.

It was Jjust after Golden Week last year that 1 wrote to
you asking your cooperation in promoting Oblate Vocations

Week.

A~ .
In the March Newsletter you read the letter from Fr.
Cazabon asking that again this year we Oblates pray in a
special way for Oblate vocations from May 21 the Feast of
Blessed Eugene De Mazenod to May 29 the Feast of Blessed
Joseph Gerard.
This is also a time to encourage our parishioners, and
other friends of the Oblates to pray for Oblate Vocations.
This year once again I would like to ask these good people
to make a Spiritual Bouquet for Vocations. I am enclosing
a copy of the Spiritual Bouquet form. Will you kindly
make the number of copies necessary for distribution to
the people.
In the recent M.A.M.I. Necwsletter there was an article by
Sugie Jun. He is only in the Fifth Year of Primary School
but he has a strong desire to become an Oblale. or

s course, Jun has a long road ahead of him. That is why the
prayers offered during Oblate Vocations Week are so
important. Surely there are other young men interested in
the Oblates who with the help of our prayers will join us
one day.

Please copy the enclosed Spiritual Bouquet Form and explain
the great need the Oblates in Japan have for vocations
when you distribute it to your people. Kindly send the
tabulation of the prayers offered to the Provincial Office
by June 9. I will send the grand total to Father General.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. Joh?ﬁ§€i§2§“maﬁzzsy, 0. M. I.
Provinciad, Japan



May 7, 1992
My brother Oblates,

I hope that you had an enjoyable and restful Golden Week.
It was Jjust after Golden Week last year that I wrote to
you asking your cooperation in promoting Oblate Vocations
Week.

In the March Newsletter you read the letter from Fr.
Cazabon asking that again this year we Oblates pray in a
special way for Oblate vocations from May 21 the Feast of
Blessed Eugene De Mazenod to May 29 the Feast of Blessed
Joseph Gerard.

This is also a time to encourage our parishioners, and
other friends of the Oblates to pray for Oblate Vocations.
This year once again I would like to ask these good people
to make a Spiritual Bouquet for Vocations. I am enclosing
a copy of the Spiritual Bouquet form. Will you kindly
make the number of copies necessary for distribution to
the people.

In the recent M.A.M.I. Newsletter there was an article by
Sugie Jun. He is only in the Fifth Year of Primary School

but he has a strong desire to become an Oblate. of
course, Jun has a long road ahead of him. That is why the
prayers offered during Oblate Vocations Week are so

important. Surely there are other young men interested in
the Oblates who with the help of our prayers will join us
one day.

Please copy the enclosed Spiritual Bouquet Form and explain
the great need the Oblates in Japan have for vocations
when you distribute it to your people. Kindly send the
tabulation of the prayers offered to the Provincial Office
by June 9. I will send the grand total to Father General.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, O0.M.I.
Provincial, Japan
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June 3, 1992,
My brother Oblates,

At Ange’s Installation Ceremony I said that I had very
little to say in fact that all I had to say could "be
expressed in one word. “Thank you”. I repeat that in
this letter so that those who were not able to attend the
Installation will know that I am most grateful for their
cooperation, encouragement and prayers during my term as
Provincial.

There was a Provincial meeting on May 11 in Itami. I did
not have time to report on that meeting. I was in Anan
for three weeks covering for Dick Harr.

At that meeting I gave a report on the “GOATS”. Since
that report some more money has come in which I sent to
Indonesia yesterday. The total amount sent as of June 2

is $17,952. Thank you all for your wonderful cooperation.
I have received a letter of thanks from Charlie Burrows to
all those who have made donations. I will enclose a copy
with this letter so that you can read it to those who have
been so generous.

At the meeting we discussed the new church building in
Anan. There were reports of plans for a new road which
might take part of our property. Bert Silver checked with
the Tokushima Kenchoo. He was told there was little need
to worry. In the event the road ever does go through we
would be reimbursed for our property.

Another topic for discussion was the Sisters for the
Tokushima District. As you know the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Osaka have agreed to come to work with the Oblates.
They will visit Tokushima on June 24 and also meet with
the Bishop. At present we are looking for a suitable
apartment for them near the Church in Tokushima.

The sister expect to begin their, work in the Tokushima
District in August.

I am also happy to announce that another Father, Maurizio
Giorgianni has received his first Obedience to the Mission
to Korea.



1 will be leaving for my sabbatical on June 15. T w1
take about two months of vacation with my family in New
York Then I will go to San Antonio for the “Ministry to

Ministers Program”. I will be there from August 15 to
December 15. I plan to spend the Christmas and New Year
Season with my sister-in-law and nephews and nieces in
Arizona. After that I will go back to Texas to Lebh
Shomea for what is called the “Desert Experience”. After
that I will make a stop in Hawaii to visit my family
there. I expect to be back in Japan about March 20 of

next year.

If there is a Word Processor available I will send a note

now and then. If not I was requested not to send hand
written messages as no one can read them. It was suggested
that I simply send a postcard with my signature. In any

event each and everyone will in my Masses and prayers.
Please keep me in yours especially that the study program
and the 40 days in the desert will be of profit not only
for myself but for the Vice Province of Japan.

I close by thanking Ange and all in the Province for the
opportunity for this sabbatical leave.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate.

{enney Mahoney, 0.,M.TI.
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3 June 1992
Dear Brother Oblates,

In my first letter to you, I wish to thank you for
accepting the new provincial and the new consultors, Leo
and John.

I thank those of you who were able to be in Kochi for
the installation. I thank Ed for providing a beautiful
Liturgy and also for the luncheon party which followed.

As you know a lot of time and effort went into
establishing the Formation - Team. Many of you have
expressed the desire that the team should remain intact.
Therefore, at this time it would seem necessary to spend as
much time as possible in Nagoya. However as the Provincial
Office is in Kochi, I will frequently be traveling between

e Nagoya and Kochi.

I include here the short sermon I made during the

Installation Ceremony.

Jesus and Mary,

Ang;?zwa;:hl OMI

Provincial
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As a community our Lord gives us many opportunities to
share. We gather to share at times our sorrows at others our
Joys.

An occassion such as this is a time we reflect on who we are
and why we are here. An occassion such as this js a time we
thank God for our vocation as an Oblate and that we have been
called to be cooperators in His mission. Our Oblate cross
reminds us "We proclaim Christ and Him crucified to those who do
not know him”.(C 4) We do this as a community (C 3).

in our modern age, we tend define ourselves more by what
we "do” than who we "are”. Yet who we are is important and
perhaps more important. We are apostolic religious. we are
religious missionary . we are a community. Our province
meetings give evidence that this is what we strive to be.

One of St. Paul’'s favorite thoughts is to think of the
Christian community as a body. The members of the body neither
argue or dispute about their relative importance. Each part of
the body carries out its own function with the conviction that
his part is a God given privilege to make hisown contribution to
the good of all. | Lhink Blessed Eugene had Lhis in mind when
he described his group as a real corps...and elite body.

In the name of all the Oblates in Japan, | would like to
express a warm thanks to Fr. Mahoney and his consultors for
their years of service to the community over the past six years.

We the new Provincial Council begin our work of service



to the Province and the mission. In his lefter to me, Fr. Zago
the Superior General wrote”the Oblate presence in Japan is
important, because of the missionary and stratigic importance of
the country in Asia and in the world. Your task as provincial
will be to accompany the Oblates in their commitment to the Lord
and to His mission, to foster community life and local
vocations, to invite foreign missionaries to join in your
group.” As we are reminded in today’s gospel, "The harvest is
rich but the laborers are few. So we ask the Lord of the harvest
to send laberors unto the harvest.” Let us persevere in
our mission as an apostolic community and with increased mutual
support proclaim the Good News of Salvation.

In closing may I ask for your prayers for the new
administration that God may grant us the knowledge,
understanding and good judgement to guide our discernments ., to

be open to ihe Spirit so as to accomplish His work.

SR N
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Dear Brothers,

In OMI Communique 1992, Father General writes that after
consultation with the Oblate World, ”Witnessing in Apostolic
Community” has emerged for the Chapter Theme. He adds that
e this is a missionary theme. It is not a withdrawing into
ourselves to see how we 1live. The Chapter invites us to
improve the quality of our lives so as to respond more
fittingly to the ”"people’s need for salvation” (C 1).

The theme echoes the mind of the Founder who wrote in the
Preface ”How, indeed, did our Lord Jesus Christ proceed when he
undertook to convert the world? He chose a number of apostles
and disciples whom he himself trained in piety, and filled
them with his Spirit. These men he sent forth, once they had
been schooled in his teaching, to conquer the world”

"Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my
brother, and sister and mother.” (Mt.12:50) According to
Mathew -the disciple- the apostle is the one who puts into
practice the teachings of Jesus. To put into practice the
teachings of Jesus, we must first learn them and that is why

Jesus always asks the disciples, ”Do you understand all
this?”

-~ According to the Gospel of Mathew it is the person who
understands and puts Jesus’ teachings into practice that is a
disciple.

We share in the life of Jesus by sharing in his authority of
healing and preaching.”He summoned his twelve disciples, and
gave them authority over unclean spirits with power to cast
them out and to cure all kinds of diseases and sickness” (Mt.
10:41)

Jesus calls us to share in his authority. ” All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore, make
disciples of all the nations...”

The theme of the Chapter, Witnessing in Apostolic Community,
challenges us to know Jesus and share his authority. In short
it is the experience of God that gets translated in the world.

Zszﬁuz?x;.~=(%145-
Angelo Siani, OMI
Provincial



Provincial Council Meeting July 13, 1992

The provincial council met for the first time on July 13 in
Kochi. The purpose of the meeting was to update the council

on the status of the province. This included a discussion on
personnel and the problem of aging.

Statistics:

Members of the Province: 26

The average age (Japan & Korea) is 50.2

Age of professed Oblates:

Age: Number :
60+ 10
50+ 8
40+ 2
30+ 5
20+ 1

Age Chart of Presenl Personnel Japan Vice Province
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What are the implications of the above data?

What does it mean in terms of future commitments?

As a province how are we to realistically orient ourselves
for the next 5-15 years?

Election of District Coordinators

Due to the proximity of the General Chapter which I will
attend, it was decided to hold elections for District
Coordinators in November of this year.

Fr. Leonard Simons will be acting provincial while I am away.

25 years of priesthood

This year Fr. Ron La Framboise celebrates 25 years of
priesthood. Since Ron has been in Rome for the preparations
of the General Chapter, we have not been able to have a
proper celebration for him here in the province. Awaiting
your return Ron! Ron sent this reflection to share with us.

L 3
Looking Back Over 25 Years

"Write something on your silver jubilee for the newsletter.”
Easier said than done. I started several times, and still had
a blank page,so I decided to look through some old photos. As
I started looking through the photos and reminiscing, all
kinds of thoughts came to mind. I share a few of them with
you.

There were photos from the juniorate. I wondered where all
those guys were now and what they were doing. We were 50 to
enter the juniorate that year. Of those, five were ordained.
Three of them left, so only two of us are celebrating a
Jubilee this year. How strange and unpredictable the Lord’s
ways are? Why is one chosen and not the other? It is not
because one is more worthy or more capable. Among those guys
there were many more capable. Why only two of us left? Is
that the mystery of ”vocation”?

Then there were the ordination day pictures. What a day. How

excited I was! How happy I was! "I am a priest! I am a
priest!” Looking back now, it seems more realistic to say 1
was a new born “baby priest”. It has taken many years for
this new born to grow up. Today, the silver jubilee seems
more like a "seijinshiki”, a "coming of age day”. The real

growth and maturation is just starting.

I am grateful to all of you who have accompanied me this far
on the Jjourney, for your encouragement, your support, your
understanding and your forgiveness, for your prayers and for
your love. It is your understanding and support that have
made the more trying moments of the growth process easier.
Thanks. I look forward to more growth now that the
”seijinshiki” is over and feel configent that I can continue



to trust in your prayers and support.

In closing I would like to say a special word of thanks for
the many thoughtful messages you faxed to me in Rome
during your spring meeting. That Fax really made my day, and
helped me to recover from a bout of homesickness because of
missing Leo’s diaconate ordination. Thanks for being so
thoughtful.

Ron

Birthdays Ordinations
July July

4 Mauro Concardi 1 Jan Van Hoydonck
31 Lei Simons 5 Lei Simons
August

4 Nobuhiko Yagi

23 Angelo Siani

31 Bertram Silver

September September

6 John Iwo 8 Giovanni Zevola
20 John Mahoney

22 Fran Hahn
October October

7 Ron La Framboise 1 Mauro Concardi
10 Jan Van Hoydonck 28 Gerard Stevens

27 Xave Yoshikazu Tosa

Sisters of St. Joseph, Tokushima

Through a good friend of Bert Silver, the Sisters will have a
beautiful apartment . It is only a five minute walk from the
Church.

Fordham Studies

This summer Wency 1is completing his second session at
Fordham. Our prayers are with you Wency.

Visa renewal

For those of you who will be renewing your visa please apply
for the necessary documents as soon as possible. I will be in
Kochi from July 29-31.

Summer Camp, July 29-31

This year the vocation summer camp will be held in Kochi. We
are hoping for a capacity attendance. We count on the
cooperation of the Oblate pastors.

Vocation Director

~



Bro. Yagi has been 150 % in his efforts to ensure the success
of the summer camp and other vocational work. Vocational
ministry is of great importance and we actively cooperate
with Bro. Yagi in his efforts.

Provincial Schedule

July 20-23 Korea. with Bro. Kawaguchi
July 29-31 Kochi, Vocation Summer Camp
August 1-19 Nagoya

August 19 departure for USA and Rome
October 16 return to Japan

Prayers

We ask for prayers for Mrs. Laurel Mahoney, sister-in-law to
Fr. John Mahoney. She died in Hawaii on July 6.

Mark these dates, August 31- September 4

Annual Retreat at the Passionist Retreat House in Fukuoka.
The Retreat Director is Fr. Shoji, OFM. As previously decided
you are expected to pay your own room and board. If you need
assistance please apply to the bursar Bert Silver.

March 30 - April 1, 1993

Our Provincial Meeting will be held in Fukuoka at the
Passionist Retreat House. Preparations are coming along fine.

You will soon receive some preparation material from the FTC
Committee.

Oblate Publication in Japanese

Holy Mirth

Theology of Laughter by Canadian Oblate Father, Richard Cote,
OMI has been published in Japanese by Seibo no Kishi. It may
be purchased for 500 yen.

Lo [Bie,
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15 August 1992

Dear Brothers,

The next Newsletter comes out in October, but here are a
few items you might find of interest.

From July 20 through the 23, Bro. Kawaguchi and I visited
our mission in Korea. Mauro and Giovanni were on vacation from
language school. Vincenzo, who is presently an associate in a
parish in Suwon, was able to get a few days off to be with us.
We spent almost all three days in meetings reflecting on their
Oblate Mission in Korea.

Since they have a new man (Maurizio Giorgianni) arriving in
December, their ambition is to have two men in vocation work and
two in another, perhaps a parish where the Oblate Charism would
take root.

Their present task is language. Vincenzo is getting
practical experience in a parish. He says Mass in Korean as well
as preaching and other parish duties. Mauro while attending
classes spends a lot of time with university students to get
practical experience in the language. Giovanni also looking for
a way to put his langauge into practice, has taken a job in the
Franciscan restaurant for the poor.

In reflecting on the Korean mission, | was impressed by
their sense of mission and community. Their time together is a
precious commodity whether it be for prayer, discussion or
recreation.

Oblate Vocation Camp

A word of thanks to all who helped with the camp. It must
have taken a few days for Bros. Yagi and Kawaguchi to get over
their fatigue! I know how I felt!

The camp opened with Mass at the mission in Akaoka. Lei



Sinons had a beautiful Liturgy, but the Chapel was steaming!
The next few days, Agg./29~31, were spent at "kangaeru no Mura”.
One of the highlights was a day at the beach. We were supposed
to have “suikawari” but someone dropped the melons in the
parking lot! Jerry Novotny came for the swimming but didn't get
wet!

The liturgies were very well prepared and Bro. Kawaguchi
gave a short and inspiring homily every morning.

In attendence we had 7 from Nagoya, 3 from Itami, 3 from
Takamatsu, 2 from Naruto, 1 from Tokushima and 1 from Kochi. It
was a good turn out.

Sisters of St.Joseph

The Sisters of St. Joseph arrived in Tokushima on August 6.
Their apartment was named "Joseph no le”. They will be working
in the missions of Tokushima, Naruto and Anan.

Ottawa Aitoku Kai (Grey Sisters)

As you know the Sisters at Nakajima-cho will be leaving
next March. 1 began looking for some other Sisters for the
Church and Kindergaten. I was surprised to discover the Grey
Sisters were here in Japan. As you know these Sisters have
always accompanied the Oblates in their missions especially in
Canada and among the Eskimo.

I called the Provincial a few days ago. She will be going
to Kochi in September. She will present her findings to her
Council and hopefully we will have a favorable answer shortly
thereafter. Please keep this intention in your prayers.

John Deely will be directing a retreat for the deaf at
Asahikawa Church August 28-30.

John Mahoney sent a word of thanks for your prayers for

his sister-in-law Laura. A memorial Mass was held at Point



Lookout on Long Island July 19.

Summer used to be a time of work slowing down and
relaxation, but nowadays many of us have become more busy! you
need some rest too, so be sure to take some time for yourself.

While at the Chapter I will keep you up on developments
through FAX and the good services of Ed Williams.

Wishing you a happy feastday on the Assumption of Our Lady.

Fraternally in Jesus and Mary
Angelo Siani, OMI

Provincial
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Sept. 26,92

Dear Ed,

Hope all is well. Writing to get youRidea about s facilitator
for the spring meeting. Fr. Gerard Laprise is here and 1 asked him if
he would be open to coming to Japan for our meeting on parishes. He says
he is open to the idea.

Before inviting him, I want the opinions of the preparation

committce, Could you do thie for me and fax your ideas?

—_——a

"The first B Generul Asst. is Ryzard Smydki (poland)

Ve w HssesIAND
GEver (24 The second General Asst. is William Steckling (South America)

—_—

i Asia~Cceunia Councilor, Angelito Lampon (Philﬂbpines)
N As we get closer to the end of the Chupter, we get bussier.
Ron is fine.
Take care and (God bless. Excuse migtakonh
These buropian typwriters have the keys in the wrong places!
(i;Q‘"Eie’ SN
A

St L viuvUiua Juygsr La
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Nagoya, October 23, 1992

Dear Brothers,

When I left for Rome last August, I promised to send you a
Newsletter in October. However, since I will not be able to make
it down to Kochi this month for printing etc. I am sending this
"mini newsletter”in its place.

Fr. General's Letter to the Oblates of Japan

Before leaving Rome, Fr. General gave me a letter addressed

to the Oblates of Japan. It is a most encouraging message.
The General Chapter

The General Chapter was a great event and experience ...
impossible to put down in a few sentences. I hope to share some
of that experience at your District Meetings. However, I would
like to share some of that experience in this short letter.

The Chapter wished to deal with our Oblate missionary
vocation, spirituality and community life as evangelizers in
today’s world. How to be a community of truly apostolic men
according to our Oblate charism in the world today? So rather
than producing a document for study, it decided to put out a
paper for animation called "Witnessing as Apostolic Community”.
You all should have a copy of this paper from Rome by now.

In all the discussions in preparation for this paper, the
question of the "quality” of the individual and of the community
was a dominant theme._We profess as Oblates to live as an

Apostolic Community. Does our lifestyle give witness to that

—1—



profession?

There was a general feeling for more coopertion on the
Regional and Inter-regional levels, regional novitiates and
scholasticates for example. This is easier where there is a
conmon language and culture. But even here in our region
cooperation has begun. The mission of Thailand sends novices and
scholastics to Australia. Bro. Yagi also was well received in
Australia for an intensive English program. He also participated
in their work with marginalized peoples. He also experienced
mission in Indonesia and Sri Lanka.

Japan excepted the mission of Korea and received four
nissionaries from Italy, the newest named just recently, Fr.
Maurizio Giogainni. And while in Chapter, Fr. Zago gave
obediences to two missionaries from Sri Lanka for Japan. Fr.
Joseph Bradly Rozairo and Fr. John Canisius Peirispulle.

There was a call for a change in structures. This could not
be dealt with at this chapter but will most certainly be in the
future. Some feel Vice Provinces should be done away with and
new criteria be established for the creation of provinces and
delegations.

The General Bursar proposed a plan for the financial
autonomy of all provinces in the Oblate World for their ordinary
expenses. The plan was accepted by the Chapter. It will call for
provinces which have the means to share their capital funds.

In the five weeks of the Chapter we shared on many areas of

—2—



concern. 1 think the main concern was for renewal and forward
thrust in the Church and in the world. There was a call to
fidelity, fidelity to Christ , faithfulness to the Church and
faithfhlness to our vocation, faith in what we are as
Oblates. There was a call to be a credible witness which
exhibits itself in caring: caring for our relation with God,
caring for our relation with the other/community,and in caring
for our mission and its continuity. A credibility seen in our
sharing: sharing our faith, our being and what we have. A
credibility seen in our bearing, that.is sacrifice , to endure
difficulties in ministry.
The Annual Retreat

The annual retreat next year will be preached by Fr. Phil

Estrella, OMI.Director of the scholasticate in Manila.
Provincial Phone and Fax in Nagoya
The provincial will have a new phone number and fax in Nagoya.
Service will begin on October 26. The new number is (052) 807-
1209.
Sister of Charity of Ottawa (Grey Nuns)
The Sisters of Charity have decided to begin work in Kochi.
Three Sisters will be assigned in December. They will begin work
in March of 1993.
Return from Chapter and Homeleave

Following the Chapter Ron La Framboise took a months well
deserved rest with his family. Ron returns to Nagoya on November

—3—



8. Welcome back Ron.
Visitors from Canada
From November 3-17, Fr. Gerard Charbonneau and Bro. Andre
Dagena}s will be visiting the province. Both Gerard and Andre
put auch effort into obtaining funds for the Korean Mission.
Gerard and Andre, I thank you both in the name of the Japanese
Province. Enjoy your stay in Japan.
Provincial Council Meeting

On November 19, the Council will meet in Koga. The items on the
agenda will be: 1 Report on the Chapter

2 The Provincial Bursar

3 Contract with the Sisters of Charity of Ottawa

4 Church of Zendana.
To date we have been making a yearly contract for our services
in the parish. I had a meeting with the SVD Provincial on Oct.
20. He suggested that we might like to make a 3 or 5 year
contract. Or if we want to cease our presence there, he is open
to that also.
However, 1'd like to point out that the people of the parish do
appreciate the presence of the Oblates. In addition it has been
a plus for our formation program as it provided a place for
regular ministry. I can also see it as a place where our new
missionaries can get experience in language as well as ministry.
Your comments are welcone.

5 The March Meeting.
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A report on the work of the preparation committee by Fran Hahn.
6 Other
If you have any items you would like discussed by the Council.
Please send your request to me or one of the Councilors.
Finances
The bursar wishes £o remind you that all financial requests
should be in to him by the end of this month.
Newsletter
The next Newsletter will be sent in December. Please send me
your contributions and Christmas message by the end of
Novenmber.

In Jesus and Mary Immaculate,

O, 47

Angelo Siani, OMI

Provincial
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Dear Brothers,

-~ I begin this letter with a poem written by Joyce Rupp taken
from her book ”"May I Have This Dance”:

The Road Te Life
another year is coming Lo an end.
I can feel her tug at my calendar;
I can sense her insistent movement.
I can hear her call Lo cross over.

Something in me wanlts to hold on,

to gather all good Lhings close to me.
A part of me that yearns for security
keeps encouraging ne to grasp it all

Then a tiny thimble-full of light

moves ils way through my insecuritly;

it weaves a thread of courage,

sending sparks into the dark.

Up and up it rises through my spirit
~~ until it meets my controlling grip.

The firefly flickers of God’s grace
are enough to embrace the unknown.

A surge of powerful surrender

takes over all my looking back,

and ever so gently and hopefully

I risk the road of another new year.

Joyce Rupp

Our life is a Jjourney. ¥We are always Zeon the kroad”. Eaech
time another new year greels us, we have the opportunity to
pause, Lo sce where we have been, Lo notice how far we have
come and to ponder how that journey has been for us. Each new
year is also a time Lo clear our vision, Lo take stock of our
resources, and to refresh our dreams as we set oul once more
on the journey that is ours as Oblates.



It was Lhe drcam of our Founder;il secems to be a sign of Lhe
times as echoed in the Gencral Chapter calling us to renew
ourselves as an apostolic religious community. For the most
part our comumity is the district. %e need to evaluate Lhe
vibrancy of our district communities, the quality of our 1life
together as a district, our own personal contribution to
building our community.In our efforts to 1live community
according to our Oblate charism, we are called to deepen the
quality of our community 1ife in order Lo be true to our
calling and to witness to Lhe church and to society. "By
growing in heart and mind we bear witness before the world
that Jesus lives in our midsL and unites us in order to
proclaim God’s reign. T

I pray that God will walk closcly with us in the coming ycar.
"Lord, we are walking into mystery. We face the future , not
knowing whal the days and months will bring or how we will
respond. Be love in us as we journey. Decpen our faith to
see all 1ife ,as Blessed lugene often prayed, ’throught the
eyes of Lhe crucified savior’. TFill us with hope and an
abiding trust thal you dwell in us amid all cur Joys and
sorrows. Thank you for the trecasurce of our fTaith lifec lived
in Apostolic Community. Thank you for the gift of being able
to rise cach day knowing you walk through the day with us.
Amen. ”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

eml.

Ang:lo Siani, OMI
Provincial

L ¢come to proc(aim
8aodnews to ) you



A WORD OF THANKS
T O

FATHER
DES
O DONNELL, OMI

w h o h a s served u s
s o well f or S O l ong.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

A WORD OF WELCOME
TO

Father
ANGELITO
LAMPON, OMI

with whom we wish
to walk
t he year s a head.



WELCOME

L922%

FATHER MAURIZIO
GIORGIANNI, OMI

fromItaly 45”71»6

FATHER JOSEPH
BRADLY ROZAIRO, OMI
0 J
FATHER JUDE CANISIUS
PEIRISPULLE, OMI

from Srl Lanka XU?Vﬁng

T h e
Japanese Vice
Province
1s waiting f or y Oou



MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND
A MOST BLESSED NEW YEAR
I’m sure, as always, each one of us will be busy during this
season of joy, trying to wunderstand with our various
communities the depth of the meaning of this feast we will be
celebrating.

I think of a former student who wrote to me that she was
expecting a child around Christmas.

She went on to say: ”"For me, it’s the third child; I'1l1l be on
a nice linen bed in the hospital for my delivery; a doctor
will be at my side to assist me; a midwife will wash the baby
clean at birth and place it in a nice soft baby crib.

Mary was a teenager facing her first delivery which is always
the toughest; she most probably had no doctor in a cold
stable; I imagine the animals lapping up the baby clean and
that Jesus was placed on straw in a manger. What a difference!

This scene repeats itself time and time again in so many poor
countries today! While I count my blessings, my heart goes
out to them.”

When I read this meditation of a simple young mother, my
heart became warm as I thought that she was able to share
these thoughts with me. A beautiful person.

I'm sure all of us have similar experiences of the faithful
speaking to us and revealing to us everyday simple truths. At
Christmas I want to thank the Lord for the graces and
consolations that doing his ministry can bring us in whatever
form that might be.
Carry on! May God bless you and keep you!

Ray

Greetings fron Sukuba. It’'s been a long time. How’s everyone?
Since my last contribution to the Newsletter, I guess one
highlight was in July when I went with 15 deaf Japanese
Catholics to Gallaudet University for the International
Catholic Deaf Association’s Workshop. The main theme of this
year’s workshop was the spirituality of the deaf and it's
implications for pastoral workers

And, just the other day, the 16 of us got together in Hagi
for some reflection on the Workshop. Hagi proved to be
another inspiring experience. We visited the shrine to the
martyrs in Tsuwano, where Fr. Bob Flynn, S.J.gave us a guided
tour, after our signed Mass.

But to get back to summer...shortly after returning to Japan,
I had a signed retreat for the deaf catholics in Hokkaido, at
a Church in Asahikawa, that 'was also a mind-boggling
experience in that it made me appreciate once again the



quality of the faith & spirituality of the deaf. It never
ceases to amaze me how they have kept their faith without the
benefit of things that hearing people might take for granted
(priest & nuns and our pastoral workers who speak our
language, who can help us to appreciate our faith better,
etc).Obviously proof that the Spirit has been working!

More recently was the National Catholic Deaf Association’s
Meeting in October, in Osaka. In preparing for my talk, I
researched the different ways to present Scripture, the
spirit of Christ etc. and realized again the truth of a study
made by some pastoral workers in the States that the deaf
have a lot in common with the Hebrews when it comes to their
way of thinking.

Hope all of you are enjoying good health. Looking forward to

seeing some of you over the holidays. A Holy and Merry

Christmas. Health and Happiness in the New Year. As well as

God’s Blessings on you, your work and the people you serve.
Jack

Although I may raise some unbelieving eyebrows if I say that
the past year has been a quite varied one, that is
nevertheless a true statement. But then, I have to add that
it has been so by being out of Ikeda for all that variety.
And glad to be back here each time I had been away. What will
it be in the New Year?

May Christmas bring joy to all, and may the New Year bring
you and all the ones dear to you an increase in unity with
the Lord.

Jan

TO MY OBLATE BROTHERS-CHRISTMAS 1992-MAY THE CHRIST CHILD
BRING TO EACH OF US HIS SPECIAL BLESSINGS OF LOVE AND PEACE!
Coming more and more to realize how blessed I have been
during this year with all of the help and cooperation that is
given to me from so many wonderful people. In my work here in
the parish, in the school, and in the work entrusted to me by
the Oblates as Bursar and Director of the School Corporation
it is due to their directing me, encouraging me, and
challenging me that I feel so happy about what I am doing. A
special word of thanks to the members of the Financial
Committee who have been helping to better our financial
structures and sharing. Especially my appreciation to Ron who
has brought the School Corporation to where it is. Without
his efforts we would not be solvent as a corporation, not
have the legal protection we have, and not have the religious
direction of this apostolate. Even though Ange is now
directly involved, the corporation still depends on Ron’s
direction and encouragement for the serious problems that
face the school apostolate.

Three outstanding events for this year for me: my 1little
sister Peg’s one month stay with me in Naruto. Fr. Joseph



Dinh returned to Naruto to say his first Mass after being
ordained in the Tokyo Archdiocese (he was here as a refugee
eleven years ago). Bro. Lazarus Shibaori (from Naruto) took
first vows at the Trappist Monastery in Hakodate.

At this Christmas, my thanks to each one of you and may the
coming year be as blessed as this one certainly has!
Bert OMI

.................................................... M

~

Sincere wishes for a quiet and blessed Christmas and much
confidence in the New Year, in spite of uneasy tensions in
other parts of the world.

The year 1992 for me was the year of the encounter with the
Arabian world and culture. I twice had the occasion to join
the relief mission to the Palestinian refugee camps in the
Near East together with the "Hand of Peace”, Catholic NGO of
the Osaka Diocese. The second time (last summer) was a stay
of one month. That gave us an opportunity to visit, in
addition to Israel and Jordan, two other “dangerous” places:
Lebanon and the Gaza Strip.

In Lebanon we were hosted by PMP (Pontifical Mission for
Palestine). In Lebanon,we were not allowed to go to the
refugee camps in the south of the country, but we did visit a
project in a rural area about 50 kilometers to the south of
Beirut. During the civil war, the Christians were forced out
by the Muslims and their villages destroyed. They lived in
camps inside their own country. Now after suspended
hostilities, the Christians are allowed to return home.
However since they could not stay over night (no housing),
they could not work in their fields. So the PMP did some wise
thinking. They started a project to build or rebuild one
room, so that some members of the family could start working
and later would be able to restore the rest of the house
themselves. The PMP provides pipes for drainage and water and
helps to put roofs on schools and churches. They also help
out with salaries of teachers and provide basic medical care.
It’s not just a "giving of money”, but it’s trying to create
a situation where the farmers can save themselves with their
own hands. The Lebanese government is weak and has no income
at all...

The situation in the Gaza Strip is completely another
problem. This small occupied territory used to be ”owned” by
Egypt. Besides the Palestinian city of Gaza, there are 8
refugee camps with more than 200,000 Palestinian refugees
(numbers given by the Israeli police). More than 60% of the
Gaza population are refugees. Only those with a permit can
leave and work outside the camp.

The United Nations (UNRWA) was our host. We toured the Strip
in a white bus with °*UN’ 1letters painted in blue on the
sides. Very small children threw sand at our bus... We were
asked not to take pictures! The first thing one sees after
passing the check point is dirt and garbage. But then all at



once a cluster of beautiful houses, protected by barbed-wire
and police comes into view. Even in- Gaza there are
settlements for Jewish immigrants.

In Cairo the head of CRS explained why the embargo on Iraq is
hurting them as much as Iraq. Father Moesha of Caritas Jordan
urged us to ask our politicians to stop the embargo, because

it was hurting Jordan and all the relief services more than
it did Iragq...

Of course besides seeing misery and listening to a lot of

information, I wenjoyed the Arabian kitchen and had an
unforgetable swim in the Dead Sea... and the Sea of Galilee!

May we all help God to bring peace on earth.

Yoshikazu Xavier Tosa

Dear Brothers,

Greetings in the Lord
I am Fr. Joseph Bradly Rozairo. I am a Burger who lives in
Trincomalee, the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. Both my
parents are 1living. I have two sisters of whom one is a
Religious Sister, who belongs to the order of the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary. I am the youngest in the family.

I joined the juniorate on the 10th of Jan’81. After having
completed four years in the Jjuniorate I entered the Pre-
Novitiate and then the Novitiate. I made my first profession
in the Congregation of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in
1986. I entered the Major Seminary which is in Kandy. I did
my two years of Philosophy and three years of Theology at the
National Seminary, Kandy. On the 28th. of Sept’91 I made my
Perpetual Vows and was ordained a Deacon on the 29th of
Sept’91. As a Deacon I went out to get pastoral experience as
part of the fourth year theology program and came back to the
Scholasticate for the B. Th.examination which was held in
July’91. I was ordained a priest on the 22nd. of Aug’'92 in
Colombo. At the moment I am working as a Hospital Chaplain in
Colombo. I have to come and see you all in the near future.

Wishing you all good wishes for a happy Christmas and every
blessing in the New Year. I remain,

Fraternally in Christ &M. I.

Joseph Bradly Rozairo




Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.
When Brother Nobuhiko Yagi came to Sri Lanka I said that I
would like to come to Japan to work as a missionary. I have
been given my Obedience to Japan and I am ever ready to come
to Japan and face the challenges and work for the People of
God. It is a dream come true.

I am getting on fine and I hope you are too.May our heavenly
Father guide you. With much love,

Yours in Christ & M. I.

Jude C. Peirispulle

Again this year, this Christmas Newsletter gives us the
opportunity to greet each and everyone in our Japanese
Province. For us here in Korea this will be a very special
Christmas. In fact we are anxiously waiting for Maurizio, the
new man in our community. He should arrive just after
Christmas. What a magnificent gift!

WE know that two new men are supposed to come to Japan too.
We pray that this will be soon and we pray also for everyone
of you there in Japan.

And now a promise, we hope to be there with Maurizio for Bro.
Leo’s ordination and the spring meeting.

From Korea a very Merry Christmas!

Vincenzo

Giovanni

Mauro
Erom:Manrizio: Giorganni ONr:
My name is Fr. Maurizio Giorganni. I have received my first
obedience for Korea. I thought I’d write this letter to share
my happiness with you and to establish a relationship of
communion. I want to express my desire for working in unity
in our mission.

I'd like to tell you something about myself, so that we can
become a little more aquainted. I am 29 years old. I met the
Oblates when I was 15 during a mission retreat. I belonged
for five years to a group guided by the Oblates in my own
parish.

After high school, I studied at a university in my home town.
It was then I felt the call of God. I left my study of
physics to become an Oblate.

I took my first vows in 1985. Then I went to Paraguay for one
year in 1989 for pastoral exposure in the Oblate mission of
Chaco. This experience was very important for me; I know much
more about the Oblates and the mission. When I returned to
Italy, I asked for Perpetual Vows.



I then went on for my licentiate in missiology. Because of my
studies I read the latest Encyclical about mission. I felt
stronger than ever the needs of the Asian mission. Now, I am
very happy to go to Korea because I desired it, but
especially because through the Obedience I received, I think,
it is the will of God.

I know that the needs there are great, so I feel very small
before them. God will help! Jesus and His Spirit are the ones
in charge of mission. My first task, I think, is to let Jesus
live in myself and in the community.

I remember the province in my prayers. It is the way for now
that I can be united with the province.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Maurizio

This brief Christmas message is being written in San Antonio,
although I will be in Phoenix at Christmas time. The program
here at Ministry to Ministers is soon coming to a close.
Today is Thanksgiving. We have the weekend free. Tomorrow
some of us are going to Houston to visit NASA.

The closing 8 day retreat begins on Nov. 30 and will end on
Dec.8. After that there will be a few days for re-entry
processing, farewell dinners etc. etc. We will all leave San
Antonio on Dec. 13.

The experience here at MTM - or perhaps it is more accurate
to say the MTM experience has been wonderful for me. I feel
I was in the right place at the right time.

Christmas, I will be at my Sister-in-law’s home. I am looking
forward to spending my first Christmas in the States in 30
years with Marge, my seven nephews and nieces and assorted
grand nephews and nieces. I am sure it will be a very
different Christmas. But you can be sure that I will remember
you in my Masses and prayers.

In January I will be going to Lebh Shomea for my ”40 day
desert experience”. Your prayers will be greatly appreciated.
With prayers and Best wishes & Great Blessings in ’93.
Fraternally,
John Kenney

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all of you!

”"We don’t hear much about the Filipinos these days” is a kind
of greeting that I wusually get nowadays. This remark Jjust
confirms what I said a few years ago that after a while
Filipinos will ”blend” with the local populace. New arrivals
have decreased but thousands remain in Japan. Until they are



caught and sent back home by the immigration authorities. Are
things getting better for them? No, both here and at home,
things are just as uncertain as when they first came,
Philippine economy remains non-viable to lure back millions
of Filipino migrant workers around the world. Japan’s
recession is taking its toll of jobs at construction sites
and even at bars and night clubs where Filipina women work.

I have a new desk at the spanking new Japan Catholic Center
which replaces the old Chuo Kyogikai (Did I hear comments
already that the place is a Tower of Babel?)No, I’m not
moving to Tokyo, even if I have to commute from Osaka just to
use my desk. Besides, Mike says he will miss me if I move to
Tokyo. In January, you will receive a pastoral letter from
the bishops on the migrant workers issue (kokuseki Wo Koeru
Kami no Kuni). It is an urgent appeal on the problems of
foreigners in Japan. We worked on the statement for more than
a year and I was asked to do the English translation.

I am glad to have been given the chance to work on my MA at
Frodham University in NY. I only go during the summer. The
course is on Pastoral Planning leading to an MA in Sociology.

December is a busy month but I must admit that I don’t run
around as much as I used to. On Christmas day, Mike and I
will cook turkey for the first time. Hope you will find time
yourselves to celebrate quietly the birth of our Lord.

Wency Laguidao

At the National study for Prison Chaplains, held in Fukuoka
on Oct. 29, 1992, I received a certificate of Appreciation
and a gift (vase) from the Minister of Justice of the
Japanese Government for work in the prison.

It is hard to believe that I have been going to the Kochi
prison for over 20 years.

In addition to meeting individual prisoners at their request,
the Group Church and the English class, I have been asked to
give talks to those addicted to drugs. My own sobriety for
the past 16 years (by the grace of God) has prepared me for
this special work.

The prisoners have certainly given me more than I have given
them. They have helped me to be more honest and real.

I thank God for using me as His instrument in this work and
the Oblates for leaving me free to engage in this work.

Merry Christmas
Happy New Year

Tom Maher,



Dear Oblate Brothers,

Tis the season to send greetings to all and I haven’t even
started my Christmas cards. We just finished the celebration
of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception in Kochi. It was a
great feast as always and the only regret I have is having to
get up early enough to catch the 7:50 A.M. plane for honme.

This has been a year of many events, I celebrated my 49th.
birthday, so that means this will be my 50th. Christmas! I
celebrated 20 years of priesthood April 29th. and 25 years in
Japan Sept. 16th. The Spanish families I invited to help work
in Koga finished their 1st. year. I became a grandfather
twice rushing the women to the City Hospital at midnight. It
was a real "movie like” experience. We had the usual flow of
births and deaths in the parish and somehow the parish seems
to be growing by God’s grace. If for no other reason 1993
holds all sorts of promise for many graces, one of the
biggest will be Bro. Kawaguchi’s ordination in Koga in March.

I may make a trip home to join the Pope in Denver for the
World Youth Congress and will be able to celebrate a cousins’
marriage in Sept. in the Falls, but all of that is Just
something possible. I’11 wait and see what the Lord and the
Provincial have in mind. Being in Koga puts one at the end of
the world (Oblate) but it is a great place to be. Maybe I’'11
be able to drop over to Seoul a couple of times next year ‘to
visit the Brothers and give thenm something to do, they’ll
realize how small their apartment is if I stay with them.

We’re looking forward to the Sri Lankan Brothers arrival, and
may God continue to renew us to be all that He calls us to be.
for the Church and His World. :
Please have the most Christ-filled Year ever and May God
Bless us one and all.

Frank J. Hahn OMI

At Christmas time I would like to have

a warm caring heart like St. Joseph,

a humble and tender heart like Mary,

a pure and simple heart like the Infant Jesus.
Blessings upon all during this Holy Season and throughout the
New Year.

Bro. Nobuhiko Yagi, OMI

When Ange asked me about a message for the Christmas letter,
my first reaction was: "What? I just wrote an article a short
time ago!” Gradually, I realized that this short time
actually meant about 366 days earlier...How fast time flies
by! And what do I do outstanding enough to report? Thinking
back over ’'92, there was the usual share of work: sermons and
talks to prepare, visits to be made to the people living far



etc. What would be worth mentioning otherwise? Oh yes, the 3
typhoons that hit us 1last August, especially No.1ll, that
almost flooded the whole area; and had the dike near the
church collapsed, I wouldn’t be here now writing this letter:
Just too much muddy water racing by with wild violence, too
strong to survive swimming or floating.

But inspite of the cool and rainy summer we are still alive.

Not much else to report except a few more Filipina brides
found, married to Japanese men and usually living at a good
distance from the church. The only baptisms to be recorded
are of children born into such homes...

Best wishes for a blessed Christmas and a Happy 1993 to each
and all.

Gerard Stevens, OMI

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

I hope this season is filled with the Lord’s blessings for
all of you. This year the Lord has continued to bless me in
S0 many ways, the parish here in Tokushima, a wonderful month
in Calif. that I was able to spend with Mom, while staying at
my nieces’ and nephews’, and a year of relatively good health.

The bazaar this year was a great success and we sold all 700
pies and all the arts and crafts, things that the ladies of
the Parish have been making for the past year. We made $13333
and $8333 of that will go to the charities both in Japan and
in other counties. For the size of this parish they certainly
do a lot of work and that makes it easy to work here. The
parish has only about 460 Christians and about 100 of them
are coming to Sunday Mass but there is a large influx of
Catholics from other countries who have married Japanese or
work in this country now. In the future some Churches in
Japan will have more foreign Catholics than Japanese
Catholics.

We also got two St. Joseph Sisters from Osaka in September.
The Notre Dame Sisters left last year and sold the girls’
dormitory that they were running. The present sisters are
from Osaka and they were founded by the former Archbishop of
Osaka. They are presently here for 3 years to study
possibilities in this area. So the two sisters are living in
an apartment near the Church and they agree helping out in
the 3 parishes near here. They are employed by this parish as
the secretaries. I have to hand it to them they are 68 & 61
years old but still give it their all.

As a Parish we are putting a lot if work into developing a
RCIA program for new comers and trying to push prayer groups
centered on the Scriptures. You are all in my prayers this
Christmas.

Bill



A holy and joy-filled Christmas to all. Queen Elizabeth laid
claim to her year as horrible, but my own (we were not born
the same year) was just the opposite. So many joined me in
praising Our Lord for these 40 years of service.

And it’s not over yet. There’s a Church to build in Anan. I
had hoped for a Christmas completion; now we’re aiming at
Easter with fingers crossed. It’11 be a 100 person capacity,
occupying fully the garden next to the rectory. When it’s up
and ready, do plan on joining us at Anan to really celebrate.

May God bless each of you.
Dick Harr, OMI

It is good to be back in Japan after a year of more then usual
activity. Though I did build up a lot of mileage as a
frequent flyer! The Christmas festvities will require our
services for a Mass at a Nursing Home on the afternoon of the
24th. parish Eucharist and celebration that evening , a Mass
for Filipino workers at 4:30 A.M. on the 25th. followed by
another Eucharistic celebration at Zendana later in the
morning. I am glad to have our Deacon, Leo Kawaguchi, to
share the preaching with me (a very good preacher, by the
way). All of you will no doubt have similar schedules. To one
and all my best wishes of joy in Him Who Is and Who Comes!
Ron

Merry Christmas and a special thanks to all my brothers who
have supported and helped me. This Christmas is special, as
Deacon to proclaim the Gospel on the feast of the birth of
the Lord. Thank you.

Leo Kawaguchi

My biorhythm is not too good today.
My mind (if I have)is not functioning too well.

It has been a quiet year. Only four completed their 1lives
here on earth.

We had 17 adults and 12 children baptized so far this year,
including a family of 5 Koreans. Some more will be baptized
on Christmas Eve.

I baptized a couple of Filipino babies whose mothers are
married to Japanese.

We have a boy from Indonesia working as a trainee at a
furniture company. He wants to become a Christian.

Three Sri Lankans were here one time. But they disappeared.
One was complaining about a pain in the chest.



The Parish Council is talking about repairing the walls of
the rectory. They are also discussing about adding a Meeting
Hall to the Church building.

Living with Wency is very pleasant and he is inspirational
for me.

Hope the coming year is filled with God’s blessing for all
the Oblates working in Japan.
Mike

As the year winds down here in Kochi all of you flit through
my memory. I hope God has granted you a good year in your
work, in your health, in your advance in holiness. Nakajima
cho parish shows some bright spots, and,of course some
shadows. Our attendance continues to rise, about 4% this year
over last. I am not sure but I think much of the rise is due
to the many non-Japanese Christians now amongst us. The
Japanese Catholics continue to grow older but at the same
time we are encouraged by the presence of a few splendid
university students. This year at last we have resumed our
parish news which had languished since after I took over from
John. By the end of the year Tom and I will have celebrated
84 weddings. Of these ten or so have been of Catholics.
Lately people studying what we used to call catechism have
increased considerably in number (12 people). Some of the
increase comes from our Introductory course in Christianity
held in May. Two of those people are from among those married
here. It is a meagre group indeed but among them may be the
saint who will convert this country. The difficulty of
arousing people to an awareness of our calling as
missionaries and as instruments of God’s care for all his
people especially the disadvantaged can be very discouraging
at times. But small advances have been made. Our social work
committee is manned by three or four very competent and very
aware ladies. They are frequently calling us to greater
efforts. In this regard starting next January the church has
decided to set aside 1% of all income for the less fortunate.
The percentage will be raised by 1% a year until we reach 10%
for this purpose. Money is, of course, only one tine of the
fork the handle being an awareness of heart and a clarity of
vision. But maybe one tine will grow into two, three and then
four tines.

Many of you have been able to grace Nakajima cho with your
presence during the year. It is always wonderful to see you
come and even though I must admit that the departure of
Oblates is often not an undiluted sorrow I want you all to
know that you are always welcome here. Come tell us what you
are doing, what success, what failure, what plans, what
hopes, what dreams. Cheer us up and give us new ideas. Tell
us what books you’ve read, what studies you’ve made, what
countries you’ve seen. Brighten up our days.

A thoughtful and peaceful Adventjand Christmas season, a new



year 1993 filled to the brim with work and joy and holiness
is my prayer for all of you.
Ed Williams

OMI
Birthdays Ordinations
January
2 Ed WILLIAMS
22 Ray BOURGOIN
29 Dick HARR
February February
15 Len INUI | 22 Xave Yoshikazu TOSA
21 Vincenzo BORDO
March March
1 Jerry NOVOTNY 19 Ray BOURGOIN
23 Bill MAHER 27 Ron LAFRAMBOISE
27 Wency LAGUIDAO
April April
1 Satoshi KAWAGUCHI 4 Jerry NOVOTNY (25)
17 Gerard STEVENS 11 Jack DEELY
17 Jack DEELY 25 Vincenzo Bordo
22 Wency LAGUIDAO 26 Bill MAHER

29 Francis J HAHN

st

Bert Silver FAX 0886-84-1530
Ange Siani FAX 052-807-1209
Mike Yamasaki FAX 0727-72-2488
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“Director of Ongoing Formation has asked Ron

Bishop Fukaho

to be a member of the Steering Committee of the Nagoya Study
Center.

Ron has also taken on the reponsibility of the Zendana parish
in Nagoya.
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aﬁd his council have asked Bro Yagi to begin

Bursar training.

THe bray NUNSEERsoEtaus

The Grey nuns of Ottawa will begin their apostolate at
Nakajima cho after March 20.
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The girls of the Girls’ Junior College Dramatic club have

taken first prize in the all Shikoku competition. Their coach
and director beamed with pride as he informed us that all the
Judges gave a score of 200. The highest possible score!



