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January 19, 1990

My brother Oblates,

On January 25 we will celebrate the 174 Anniversary of

Foundation of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. This is an
occasion when we can well reflect on the Charism of the
Founder and the Oblates. I think it is good to use our days

of Oblate celebration to do this in order to become more
aware of our Oblate Identity.

While reflecting along these lines I thought it might be well
to take out my notes on our Oblate Charism Retreat of last
year. In my notes I found some questions that were presented
by Kevin Casey. “How real am I as an Oblate? Is Jesus the
center of my 1ife? Who is Christ to me? Am I willing to pay
the price of being a member of the Oblate Community?” You
may have the same question or others in your notes. It might
be well to reflect and pray on them on January 25. It can
also be an good' time to reread the resolutions you made at
the close of the retreat.

During the retreat we considered our Oblate prayer life and
our Oblate Vows. We also looked at our Oblate devotion to
the Blessed Eucharist, the Sacred Heart and to our blessed
Mother, Mary All of these things (and many others) are what
make our Oblate Identity. Surely we should make time in our
life for reflection and prayer on them in order to have a
clear Oblate Identity.

In his letter to us Fr. General spoke about the need of a

clear Oblate didentity. “For this; (vocations) as for
personal and community growth and effectiveness in the
missionary apostolate, a clear identity is necessary. T he

Oblate charism has different aspects. Besides the missionary
and community dimensions, I wish to recall also the demands
of religious life and especially the life of faith. Oblate
identity is fostered through our prayer as indicated in our
Constitutions and especially by the Eucharist. (C33).”

Happy Foundation Anniversary  Day. I will remember you in
Mass in a special way on January 25.
I am enclosing Tom’s report. I am sure you will find it
interesting and enlightening. Thank you Tom.

L /-

Fr. Joh enney Mahoney, O0.M. I.
Provincial

TEL 0888—72—3658
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At their meeting in November the Follow Through Committee
recommended that we “get to a deep discernment of the
kindergartens. Where we are? Where do we go?”.

My brother Oblates,

They suggested that this be done in preparation for the
Spring Meeting of this year. The Directors of the
Kindergartens were consulted. They agreed that such a
deep discernment is necessary but felt very strongly that
there was not time enough for +the needed preliminary
discernment to be done before the March 1990 Meeting.
Therefore the Council decided we should consider the

Kindergarten Apostolate in depth at the Spring meeting of
w1991,

I asked Bert Silver as Chairman of the Kindergarten
Corporation to make arrangements for the first meeting

on the Kindergarten Apostolate. He has proposed the
following for the meeting.

Participants: Directors and other interested parties
Place: Koga
Time: 9:30 A.M. March 6 1990

In order to facilitate the process of the meeting each
participants is requested to send a short paper to the
Provincial Office.

Please write your suggestions for a Chairman and Secretary
and if possible briefly mention the major points of your
vision.

The Provincial Council met in Itami on January 22. The
main subject on the agenda was the Province Finances. You
have already received a letter from Bert reporting on that
portion of the Meeting.

I will mention other points that were on the agenda.



We discussed the Justice and Peace Meeting that is to take
place in Kochi from March 12-14. As you know I have asked
Xave to be Chairman of this meeting. He and I have met
twice to prepare for the meeting. Xave is also going to
visit Fr. Honda, the input person, next month. After that
Xave and I will be meeting again in an effort to make this
a meaningful and productive meeting for Justice and Peace
in the Province. I will send you further information in
good time for the meeting.

The Council discussed the feasibility of asking the
Province of Sri Lanka to send some young Fathers to work

in Japan. Fr. Zago has urged me to do this on several
occasions. Therefore I have written to Fr. Anselm Silva
the Provincial of Sri Lanka concerning this matter. I

will see him at the Intercapitular meeting in Rome in May.
I will keep you informed on this and ask your prayers.

We next discussed the Intercapitular Meeting which will be
held in Rome from May 2-23. Provincials are asked to
prepare a report on the Province. We decided that the
main item for the next Council meeting will be the
preparation of this report. As Fr Zago has asked that the
Provincials include their Consultors and others Oblates in
the Province in the process of reflection I am enclosing
the questionaire he has sent. I would appreciate your
reply in time for the next Council Meeting which is March
26 in Itami. Will you kindly send your material directly
to Mike in Itami. Thank you.

I am also inclosing THE PRIEST WE NEED NOW the English
translation of the statement on the Priesthood by the
Bishop’s Conference of Japan. It is a statement each one
of us should read and meditate upon.

In January the Takamiya Gallery sponsored an exhibition of
Brother Tsuda’s paintings to honor his Tenth Anniversary.
Mr. Takamiya produced a brochure in color of Brother
Tsuda’s Way of the Cross as a memorial for this occasion.
A Complimentary copy will be sent to you.
(N.B. Actually Brother’s Tenth Anniversay is next year.)

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

FrCffiZ~—

—John Kenney Mahoney, 0.M. I.
Provincial, Japan



Reports and questionnaire

The program will include a personal report by
the Superior General and, if need be, reports by members of
the General Administration. Each Region will give a report
which will take account of the Delegations. We do not ask
you to forward this report to us in advance.

} In order to facilitate your personal
preparation for this exercise in coresponsibility and the
preparation of the Regional report we suggest the following
list of gquestions. We ask you  to include your consultors

and other Oblates of your Province in the process of
reflection.

1. What concrete steps have been taken in your
Province/Region to increase AWARENESS and
REFLECTION on the document "Missionaries in
Today's World"?

2. Have any NEW INITIATIVES been taken in your
Province/Region as a result of "MTW"? '
" - methods of evangelization
- forms and quality of Apostolic community
- the association of the laity with our
mission
- first and ongoing formation of the
members of the Province/Region
o - etc.?
3. What remains to be done regarding "MTW" in your
Province/Region? -awareness? - initiatives?

4. What has been the OVERALL IMPACT of the General
Chapter event and its final document, "MTW", on
the life and mission of your Province/Region?

5. How could the Congregation benefit more from "MTW"
in the two pre-Chapter years? What should be done?

6. Have you any suggestions on how we might REFLECT
TOGETHER on “MTW" during the Intercapitular
meeting?

7. what other matters would you 1like to have
discussed at this meeting?



The Priest We Need Now
4. YENBEE)

To our brothers and sislers, the priests, Religious and all the faithful:

You will remember how the Bishops' Conference published in 1981 a pastoral entitled
“Basic Policy and Priority of the Japanese Church” and how in 1987 we sponsored the
“First National Incentive Convention for Evangelization™ (herein—after NICE). In the light
ol these developments it is only natural to ask whal is expected of our priests, the men who
must take the lead in the task of evangelization. Proposals sent to the Bishops’ Conference
from NICE advocated not only “providing means lor the lifelong education of bishops,
priests, religious and laity” (NICE. Prop. I : Sect.2) but also “the promotion of dialog and
exchange between priests and people, and also between priest and priest by foster a
communily spirit among priests.” (NICE. Prop. Ml: Sect.4 ), In other words pointing out
the necessity for renewal in the priest himsell. We feel that the laity desire and expect an
extremely high ideal of a priest, and keenly aware of this, some priests have often asked
what the Bishops' Conference expects.

For this reason, at our Ordinary Plenary Assembly last June, under the heading
“The divine call and mission of priests in modern Japan”, we discussed what kind of life
and outlook would be expected of the ideal priest in our times. Here it must be understood
that our discussion was not a general examination of the theological and spiritual aspecls

of the pricstly office.
A Prayerful Priest

1. Communion with God, with Christ._

A life of prayer with the Mass as center is the foundation of a priest’s activity.
Consequently, éven in his daily life, the priest, as one who shares the cross of Christ, must
by sacrifice and reparation strive for his own evangelization. At home in the Bible, let us
meditate on the words and works of Christ seck the will of God, and accept the challenge lo
carry it out. “So with the faith: il it does not lead to aclion, it is in itself a lifeless thing”
(James 2:17). A priest mustadmit his own helplessness and rely wholeheartedly on God.
We would wish too that the priest be a man who prays and works not only for the flock

immediately committed to his care but for all the people who live in his district.

2. A priest conscious of being sent.

“As the Father has sent me I also send you” (John 20:21) are the words of Christ who
remaining with his Father to the end, obeyed even unto death on the cross. The priest too,

1



relying on the power of Christ who is with him, must carry out the will, the desire of the
One who sent him. We would wish the pricst to find his true fullilment and satisfaction not
in doing what he wants himself but in accomplishing the desires of Christ. In the same
way, what the priest must teach is not what he thinks himself but the tradition he inherited
from the Apostles, the teaching of Christ. His relation to the Pope and the bishops too must
be thought of in the light of his relation to Christ.

A Priest Who Cares For People

3. Who can work in a team

We need priests, official ministers of the Church, who can fill a need when the
occasion arises and co—operate not only with the bishop and lellow priests but also with
his own Christians. Granted it can only be done by God's help and by conquering one's
self, but we do need priests who can dialog with people, who are ready o share, able to give
and take. Were we not told, “I living in them, you ( Father ) living in me----- that their

unity may be comlete” (John 17:23)?

4. Who knows how to lead

Christ who was Lord and Master became the servant of all and washed the feet of his
disciples(John 13:1-15). So, the first condition to being leader of the church community is
to humble onesell and become the servant of all. The most valuable leadership is always
born [rom an humble attitude and a willingness to serve. He who is the shepherd must,
through this kind of service, give life to each one of his people, guide them to maturity and
gather them into one flock. The power bestowed upon a priest must not be construed as a

power to restrain others but rather as a vesponsibility to be fulfilled.
A Priest In Step With Society

5. Preaching the Word
Christ said “Make disciples of all the nations” (M. 28: 19). Unless the teaching of
Christ, his life, the promises he made, the mystery of the kingdom of God, are handed on,

there can be no true evangelization. We need priests who even when no results are to be
seen, will neglect no means, use every opportunity Lo hand on the gospel to those who do not
know Christ, lead them to Baptism and welcome them into the company of the people of
God. We need especially priests who train apostles and work with them whole—minded] y in
evangelizing the community. Or again, priests overscas who can share the life of the people

of that country and rear up future generations of missionaries.



6. A Priest who walks with the weaker ones of sociely

In concluding the parable of *“The Good Samaritan’, Jesus said, “Go and do as he did”
(Lk. 10:37). A priest must possess a decp understanding and compassion for human
nature just as it stands. We need a priest who will take his stand with the sick and with
those who suffer oppression and discrimination, whose dignity as human beings has been
wounded. We should like the priest to be one who can share their sorrow and suffering and
al the same time be resolved Lo light reletlessly the power of darkness which violate the
rights and dignity of men and women who have been ereated by God and redeemed by
Christ. Correcting people's standards of judgement and scale of values and aligning their
interests and lifestyle with the words of God and the plan of salvation------ that also is an

important part of evangelization.

Lastly we have a favor to ask of the lay Christians. Do please pray for the priest. Is it
asking too much, to discover, in one so lull of faults, the seal sel there by God who called
him ? Do, please, take your stand by his side. It is no casy task in these rapidly changing
modern times and especially in Japan where Christians are such a tiny lock, for the priest
to be confident of his mission and live up o it. Help and support him to carry out laithfully

the office entrusted Lo him in the midst of God’s prople.

And to all the priests we wish to say thal we are convinced there can be no rencwal in
the church without renewal on the part of bishops and priests. The reform of onesclf entails
a hard light but let us accept the challenge to live the kind of life the gospel teaches,
trusting in Chrisl's help and supported by the faithful. There may be losts of mistakes but
we are certain our cfforts will move the heart of God our father, call forth ever greater
cooperation from our people and become the driving force for evangelization and renewal
throughout the whole church.

We send our Apostolic blessing Lo all those who pray lor priests and help them and

work for renewal in the church and the evangelization of our nation.

December 12, 1989

Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan

(The translation was done by the Oriens Institute for Religious Reseach.)
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Feb 8. 1990

Dear John,

Made a mistake in my most recent letter
concerning the date on which the Council
will discuss material for Intercapitular
Meeting.

It will be discussed on February 26 not
March 286, Will you please have your
material in Itami by that date.

Sorry! Thank you.

Happy February 17th.

Pdﬂl &MUJ
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March 1, 1990

My brother Oblates,

The Provincial Council met in Itami on Febrarury 26. The
meeting was opened with recitation of Morning Prayer. We
spent some time reflecting on the life of the Founder. We

are using a study program prepared by the Oblates of the
Southern US Province. I hope in the future to send the tapes
and material to the Districts for their meetings.

Preparation for the Intercapitular Meeting was our main
business. I was able to prepare a preliminary draft after
hearing the opinions of the members of the Kochi District at
their meeting last month. There were also a number of
letters waiting for me in Itami. They were very helpful in
broadening the replies to the various questions. Thank you
for sending them to me. The actual report is not as yet
completed. If you have not had a chance to send in your
contribution I will be most happy to receive it. I plan
further work on the report and will include it in the March
Newsletter.

Mention of the Newsletter reminds me that this would be a
good chance to ask you to send your contributions. I would
appreciate receivinfg them by March 20. Thank you.

It was brought to the attention of the Council that the town
of Pikit din the Mindanao Province of the Philippines was
devastated by a group of Moslem rebels (the MILF). There was
a great lose of life as well as much material damage to the
town. The Council voted to send $5000 to the Provincial of
the Philippines to be used for the relief work in Pikit.
Please keep the Oblates and the people of Pikit in your
prayers.

I have enclosed information concerning the Meeting on Justice
and Peace to be held here from March 12 -14. Please notify
Ed williams as soon as possible in the event you are not
planning to attend. We will not be 'able to serve meals on
the evening March 11. I look forward to seeing you in Kochi
at our Province Meeting on Justice and Peace.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0. M. I., Provincial



SPRING MEETING ON JUSTICE AND PEACE March 12-14
Meeting Coordinator: Fr. Xave Tosa, 0.M.I.
Speaker: Fr. Honda Tetsuroo, OFM

Purpose: To conscientize ourselves, to make ourselves
more aware of the Justice and Peace problems in
Japan and of our responsiblity as individuals and
as a Community to work for Justice and Peace.

To consider how we can answer the call of the
General Council. (cf. Communique No. 51/89 Oct. 89)

Method: To talk and reflect in small groups on the talks
given by the speaker and to come up with questions
reflections and impressions etc. to bring to the
speaker and the group.

Schedule:

Monday 7:15-Morning Prayer and Meditation

8:00-Breakfast

9:15-Talk by Fr. Honda

10:00-Coffee Break

10:30-Small Group Discussion and Preparation of
Questions

11:45-Mass

12:30-Lunch

14:30-Question and Answer Session with Fr. Honda

15:15-Coffee Break

15:30-Talk by Fr. Honda

16:15-Small Group Discussion and Preparation of

Questions

17:15-Evening Prayer and Adoration

18:00-Supper

19:00-Short Meeting of Pastors

Tuesday 9:15-Question and Answer Session with Fr. Honda

10:15-Coffee Break

10:30-Talk by Fr. Honda

11:15-Small Group Discussion and Preparatin of
Questions

12:00-Departure for Ensoku and Visit to Ao Nami Ie

17:15-Mass

18:00-Supper

19:30-Question and Answer Session with Fr. Honda
and Orientation by Xave Tosa

Wednesday 9:15-Small group discussion on Xave’s input.
Questions, suggestions, etc. with the
objective of reaching practical conclusions
in light of the call of the General Council.

10:15-Coffee Break

10:30-General Session report of small groups.
Practical conclusions for personal and
Community action.

11:45-Closing Mass
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April 14, 1990,
My brother Oblate,

The forty days of Lenten fasting, prayer and penance are over
and we now enter the fifty days of celebration of the
Resurrection of Christ, Our Savior. May this joyous Easter
Season be for us a time of great happiness and even greater
faith in the mystery of the Resurrection. May it be a time
— when we are inpired more deeply with the urgent desire to
share this wonderful news with the people to whom we were
sent.

I am sending you a copy of a letter announcing the XXVII
World Day of Prayer for Vocations and a copy of the Holy
Fathers Message. I srongly suggest that we all make an
effort to participate in the World Day of Prayer. Not only
personally but that we encourage the people in our parishes
and others with whom we are working to join us and the world
on this day of prayer.

May I remind you once again at this time to pray in a special
way for our own Oblate Vocations during the nine days between
the Feast of Blessed Eugene, May 21 and the Feast of Blessed
Gerard, May 209. While praying for new vocations I think we
should also pray for the three Brothers who are now in
formation as well as the members of the Formation Team.

o~ As you know we are hosting the Asia/Ocania Regional Mission
Meeting. The theme of this meeting is Mission in a
Secularized Society. The dates of the Meeting are from the
evening of July 2 to noon on July 7. You are most welcome.
Ed Williams is chairman of the meeting. He will be in
contact with you.

Another most important date to mark in your calendar is the
annual Oblate Retreat, September 10-14. Fr. Nemesh, 8S.J.
will be our Retreat Master.

I will- .be ' Jeaying for. . Rome  on’ April 24, After the
Intercapitular Meeting I will go to the States. My return
date is June 23. Mike will be acting Provincial.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, O0.M.I.
Provincial
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July 17, 1990
My brother Oblates,

While I was in Rome attending the Intercapitular Meeting I
tried to keep you informed by the letters I sent by FAX.
I thought that I would have to write one more letter upon

= my return to Japan. However between the end of the
meeting and my return to Japan you have received excellent
coverage of the Intercapitular Meeting in COMMUNIQUE No.
53, July 1990 as well as in the June and July issues of
INFORMATION.

I think the reflections made by Jim Deegan, Provincial of
the Central Province, express the thoughts and feelings of
many of the Provincials present at the meeting.

“The Intercapitular was shorter and less intense than a
General Chapter which by definition in more formal and
structured. The Provincials seemed to enjoy the relaxed
and informal tone of the meeting. Many described it as a
retreat experience in that we reflected on the essentials
of Oblate life in a prayerful way. It was an experience
of Oblate life at its best.

While lengthy discussions took place at the Regional and

—_— Inter-Regional 1levels there was a sense among the
participants that the Congregation is moving and being
driven by the same goals and objectives. There was a

substantial agreement in terms of our priorities for the
future especially as they are articulated in Missionaries
in Today’s World.

During the Intercapitular many of us reflected on the
time, effort and pain which went into the development of
Missionaries in Today’s World at the last Chapter. In
many ways this dis perhaps the most unpolished document
that we have as a Congregation, and yet it accurately
reflects +the .current  reality and . direction of the
Congregation.

I encourage you individually and in your communities to
once again spend time reflecting on Missionaries in
Today’s World and Father Zago’s address “At the Service of




the Oblate Charism”. These two documents, along with the
Constitutions and Rules reflect who we are striving to be
and where we want to go in the future.”

When I read Fr. Zago’s address to the Intercapitular
Meeting, At the Service of the Oblate Community, I find
many things in it that speak to us in Japan. I would like
to share some of these with you.

In Tension Between Home Missions and Missions Abroad, # 17
Fr. Zago wrote the following; “Our presence in Hong Kong
has been reinforced because of its strategic position; it
is no longer a mission of the Philippines Province but of
Australia. Let us hope that a similar process can be
realized in the case of other mission territories such as
Japan and Thailand, also because of their strategic
importance”.

When he wrote this I believe that Fr. Zago had in mind
requesting the Province of Sri Lanka to send missionaries
to help us in Japan.

When he visited Japan we discussed the future of the Japan
Mission. While rejoicing in our Japanese vocations, and
while confident that more young Japanese will join us we
agreed that the Japan Mission will need the help of
missionaries from abroad. (You may recall that I wrote to

you about this in my report of the January 1990 Council
Meeting. )

In the spirit of unity and community and interdependence
within the Asia/Oceania Region Fr. Zago suggested the the
Sri Lankan Province might have some young Oblates who
would like to join us in Japan.

After discussing this matter with the council I wrote to
Fr. Anselm Silva, Provincial of Sri Lanka, asking him if
there was the possibility of Sri Lankan missionaries
coming to Japan. He was not in Sri Lanka when my letter
arrived but I was able to discuss this with him when we
met at the Intercapitular Meeting. He felt that the Sri
Lankan Province could send some missionaries (hopefully
2). He suggested that I go to Sri Lanka to speak to the
Council, the young Fathers group and the Seminarians.

While in Rome I also had a a long talk with Father General
about the Province. The Mission to Korea and Sri Lankan
Missionaries where major items.

I hope you will pray that the Province of Sri Lanka and
our Province may be open to God’s will in this matter.

In the “Challenges” there are some that speak to us very
forcefully.



At this time, when we are discussing our Oblate Parish
Apostolate and when the Province is becoming more and more
involved in other Apostolic Ministries, I think that all of
us should include in our consideration Father General’s
words in the section on Evangelization #38; especially the
third and fourth paragraphs.

I see the section on Commitment to Justice #39 not only as
a challenge but also as an affirmation. I ‘say  this
because many of the things of which we became more
conscious in our March Meeting on Justice and Peace can be
found in Fr. Zago’s words. Again it is a challenge to us
because we must always keep renewing and re-enforcing our
awareness of the intimate relationship between Justice and
Peace and Evangelization. “Tt is an integral part of
evangelization”.

The section on Our Mission with the Laity #40 struck me
more forcefully when I returned to Japan than it did when

I heard Father General read it in Rome. I am impressed by
the way the lay people in our parishes have taken their
responsibility to be cooperators and leaders in Naruto and

Anan. I think of Ken Sasaki electing to return to the
Philippines to work for Radio Veritas. I think of the
group of parish leaders I saw gathered in Tokushima to
prepare for the Tokushima Ken Family Camp. In conclusion
of this consideration I can agree whole heartedly with
Father General’s statement. “Our mission with the laity
is growing and holds promise”. I can also agree that; “it

is an area in need of greater development”.

While each and everyone of Father Zago’s challenges
deserves our reading, meditation and sharing I will

mention just one more. Becoming Other Christs #44. If as
Father says this “is the very soul of our missionary
dynamism”, then this is the most important section in his

report to the Intercapitular Meeting and to each Oblate.
Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

/—\__.
Fr. Kenney Mahoney, 0.M.I.

IMPORTANT DATES.

Oblate Summer Camp August 2 2:30 P.M thru August 4.
For details confer letter sent by Br.
Yagi

Oblate Retreat September 10-14, Kochi Fr. Nemesh, S. J.

Kindly send the enclosed form to me as soon as possible.
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Pus - .2 - -eld in the Congregation= Provincial, Superior, Bursar,
Provincial Consultor, etc...
Place From - to Position A (2) Position B (2)
(years)
1-
2~
3~
4-
5-
6~

(3) Position B= where 2 positiong were held simultaneously

Ministries= e.g. Pastor, preaching, teaching, chaplaincy (give
type), administration, oblate formation etc...

Place From - to Ministry
$ (Years)

Please return this form to your Provincial / Delegation Office,
or to the '
General Seqgretariate
Casa generglizia degli Oblati
C.P.9061
00100 ROMA~Aurelio
Italy



Oblation Nr......... .

Province / Delegation......ceeeeeeeeencneen

Father / Brother.....eeceeeeeeeeenceeacenas
(Name)

Dear Father / Brother,

(First Name)

We are anxious to bring the personal records of the General
Secretariate up to date, with a view to further computerizing our
data. We would be grateful if you would assist us by filling in

the following questionnaire.

LANGUAGE FLUENCY

Language Degree of Table
fluency
(1) Read Write Speak
(2) Read Write Understand
(3) Read Write
(4) Read
(5) Other
STUDIES / TRAINING
Type of study / training Degree From (1) to (1) Place

(1) Indicate day, month, year (in that order)

PLEASE TURN OVER
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August 7, 1990
My brother Oblates,

This is a report on the Council Meeting which was held in
Naruto on July, 25.

1. I gave a report on our Mission in Korea which I had
visited a few days before the meeting. The content of
that report appeared in the August Newsletter.

2. Permission was given for necessary repairs and painting
of the Oblate residence in Hoya.

3. The SVD Fathers in Nagoya have a parish which they will
no longer be able to staff and plan to make it a Mission
Station. They approached Ron and asked if the Oblates
would be willing to provide a man for Sunday Masses and
some parish work. The man could live in the Oblate house
or he could use the rectory.

This Parish is about 20 minutes by car from our House of

Studies. The rectory has three bed rooms and so could be

used for Pre-Novitiate or Novitiate. It would also

provide a place where our young men in formation could get

their pastoral training in a more supervised atmosphere
= than as at present

As this is very much in line with the recommendations made
by the Formation Committee in their meeting of October 19,
1987 the Council asked Ron to investigate the matter
further.

4. The Commission for International Cooperation wrote to
me requesting that Wency’s contract be renewed. I spoke
to Wency and he is willing to continue in this Apostolate.
In light of this and because of the unique contribution
that Wency can make to this Apostolate the Council agreed
to the renewal of the contract.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0., M.1I.
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August 27, 1990,

My brother Oblates,

This is a short reminder of our Annual Retreat. The Retreat will be
held from Monday morning September 10th until noon of Friday
September 14th. The opening conference will be at 9:30 A.M. on
Monday morning. Fr. Nemesh, S.J. will direct the Retreat..

Will you kindly bring your English and Japanese Breviaries. (If your
happen to have both.) Please bring your alb, too.

Vincenzo and Mauro will be here at the time of the Retreat. 1 expect
them the beginning of next month. When I spoke to them they said
they were looking forward to meeting all the Oblates in Japan at the
Retreat.

I am sorry that we will not be able to serve supper on Sunday evening
September 9th.

In the unlikely event you will not be able to attend this Oblate
Retreat please notify Ed by September 5th.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney Mahoney, O.M. I.
Provincial
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September 27, 1990
My brother Oblates,

The Council met at Itami on September 25. After the
reading and approval of the minutes Ange gave a report on
the Formation Committee Meeting.

One of the items discussed at that meeting was the pre-
novitiate program. It was recommended by the Formation
Committee that +the pre-novitiate period for highschool
graduates should be four years i.e. until they obtain
their B.A. from Nanzan University. The Novitiate will
follow after this. The University tuition and fees as
well as personal expenses will be the responsibility of
the candidate. Room and board will be provided by the
Oblates. (This is similar to the policy of other
Communities. ) These recommendations of the Formation
Committee were approved by the Council.

It was also decided that the Nagoya Community will spend
Chistmas in Nagoya. December 22-26. There will be a day
of retreat to prepare for Christmas. On Christmas day
the community will participate in the liturgy of the local
parish. The Brothers will then go to our smaller Oblate:
parishes from December 26 to January 6. T wat]l T b'e =i n
contact with the Pastors concerned.

Next there was a report from the Kindergarten Committee by
Bert Silver. He will be sending a letter concerning the
Kindergarten meeting.

We then discussed the Sisters of Notre Dame in Tokushima.
In July the Sisters notified us that they will be leaving
Tokushima in March of next year. As you know the Sisters
have been helping the parishes and kindergartens in the
Tokushima District for many years. This situation raises
a number of problems for the Diocese and the Oblates.
Bishop Fukahori and I had a meeting here in Kochi to
discuss the matter. This was followed by a meeting of the
Bishop and the Oblates of the Tokushima District. The
conclusion of these meetings was that the Fathers involved
as well as the Bishop would like to have the continued
service of Sister in the District. A number of
Communities that might be interested in working in



Tokushima were mentioned by the Bishop, The Bishop is now
in Rome for the Synod so the next step will have to wait
until his return. In the meantime please pray that some
community of Sisters will come to Tokushima. This matter
has not been made public as yet so please do not discuss
it outside the Oblaté Community. I feel that you should
be aware of this and rely on your discretion. A

There was a brief report on Wency Laguidao’s Apostolate.

His contract with the Japan Catholic Migration Commission
was renewed for two years. The Commission have increased
Wency’s allotment. Although the amount in not very large
I think it is an indication that the Commission values the
work being done by Wency. They expressed the desire to

provide more financial assistance but their budget is very
limited.

In the afternoon time was allotted to reflect on two
subjects that are of concern to the Province; the annual
retreat and the problems of an aging community.

Concerning the annual retreat it was the wunanimous
conclusion of the group that our house in Kochi is not the
ideal place for a retreat. It is fine for meetings such
as our annual March. Meeting. However it just does no have
the peaceful and quiet atmosphere nor the space necessary
for a retreat. It was decided to try to find a retreat
house where we could be accommodated for our retreat in
1991. If you have any suggestions please contact Ange.

We also discussed the ever present problem of dates. It
was suggest that I send out a consultation with three
possible dates: August 26-30; September 2-6; September 9-
13. Kindly fill in the enclosed consultation form.

As to the problems we are facing as an aging community.
It was decided that there is need to have a fund for the
care of the ill or retired. 10, 000,000 Yen has been
allocated as a beginning of this fund. However money is
not the only problem that we must look at as an aging
community. What are our needs and desires? Do we want to
return to our Province of origin when we are too old to
work or do we want to remain in Japan? What if we are in
need of intensive medical treatment. Could any of our
present communities care for elderly brother Oblates?
These are just few of many questions that we should all be
considering. I would like to suggest that some time be
given to the consideration of this topic at our District
Meetings.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, O.M.1.
Provincial



CONSULTATION FOR DATE OF THE 1991 RETREAT @

There are three proposed dates.

In the event it is possible for you to attend on three of
the proposed dates kindly circle CAN after the three dates.

In the event it is possible for you to attend on two of
the proposed dates kindly circle CAN after those two dates.

In the event it is possible for you to attend on only one
of the proposed dates kindly circle CAN after that date.

In the event it is not possible for you to attend on any
of the proposed dates kindly circle CAN NOT after the
three dates.

AUGUSTERZ6 3000 o5 o s v siiaks AN o s s CAN NOT
SEPUEMBER 2 — 6... ... .t GANE S d  w ot va vt CAN NOT
SEPTEMBER 8 -13....:...:5 AN e L CAN NOT

Finally, in the event you circled two or three possible
dates kindly write in your order of preference.

Order of Preference

Please return by October 10, 1990

THANK YOU
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November 13, 1990

My brother Oblates,

The Council met in Itami on November 6. Thet first hour
was devoted to a reflection on Apostolic Community. Bert
Silver then read the minutes of the previous meeting.

There were three matters of old business; the locale of
the Retreat, the possible parish of Zendana in Nagoya, and
the problem of aging personnel.

At our previous meeting Ange was asked to locate a retreat
house we could use in August. All of the places he
contacted were already booked; some even for two or three
years ahead. He has learned of some other possibilities
and is looking into them now.

Concerning the Zendana parish: a meeting has been set up
with the Provincial of the S§VD Fathers. Ron, Ange and 1
will meet him on November 22.

At the suggestion of the Council I sent a letter to ten
Congregations similar to ours asking them about their
plans concerning the problem of aging personnel. I
received six responses to my letter. I will send copies

~ to the District Coordinators for discussion at the
District Meetings.

The afternoon was aevoted to financial matters; the

budget, the Financial committee, etc. You have already
received a letter from Bert Silver concerning these
matters. I would like to thank, Mike, Ron, and Fran for

so readily agreeing to be on this very important committee.

The General Council has suggesteded a new set of criteria
for determing Financial Competence. Heretofore Financial
Competence for all the Provinces was calculated in US
dollars. Under the new plan the amount will be calculated
in the national currency of each Province. According to
this new plan the suggested Financial Competency for the
Japan Province is as follows: the Provincial in Council
Y. 14, 000, 000; the Provincial alone Y. 700, 000.



The Provincial -Councils are asked to discuss the new
suggested competency and to send their reactions to the
General Treasurer. The Council has agreed to the
suggested Financial Competencies for Japan.

The next Council Meeting will be held in Kochi on Dec. 4.

As you most likely already know Leo’s brother died on
Sunday. He was 57 years old. Kindly keep him and his
family in your prayers. Leo is leaving Osaka this evening
and will be back on Nov. 25.

The two year term for +the Diocesan Consultors from
Tokushima Prefecture - Bill Maher - and from Kochi
Prefecture - Jerry Stevens - have come to an end. Thank
you for your good work. At recent district meetings Ed
Williams was elected to represent the Kochi Prefecture and
Jan Van Hoydonck to represent Tokushima Prefecture. Thank
you for your cooperation.

PLEASE SEND YOUR CHRISTMAS
MESSAGE FOR THE NEWSLETTER
BY DECEMBER 1.

A short or long news item about you Apostolate would also
be greatly appreciated.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

1H‘ﬁgﬁﬁg§*Mahoney, 0. M. I.
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December 11, 1990 "ﬁ

My Brother Oblates,

The Council met in Kochi on December 4th. This is to
inform you of that meeting.

The main matter on the agenda concerned the budget for
1991 and other financial matters. You will be receiving a
letter concerning this part of the meeting from Bert.

We then discussed the Zendana Parish in Nagoya. Ange was
able to convey the opinion and recommendations of Ron and
himself. After discussing these it was decided to inform
Fr. Moriyama, the Provincial of the Missionaries of the
Divine Word of our willingness to take care of the parish.

The following were the conditions under which we would
accept the care of the Zendana Parish.

1. We will accept the parish for a trail period of one
year which of course can be extended if the SVD Fathers,
the Pastor Fr.Goto, and the parishioners as well as the
Oblates so desire.

2. The Oblate in charge will not be the pastor of Zendana
o Parish but the Shunin Dairi.

3. He will spend week-ends at the parish and other days
as the needs of the parish community become known.

4. Repairs and upkeep of the Parish buildings will be the
responsiblity of the SVD Fathers.

5. We will present in writing the above conditions as well
as what services we feel we can provide and under what
conditions we are willing to do so.

On December 6th I phoned Fr Moriyama and informed him of
the decision of the Council. He said the he would discuss
this with his Council and the Parish Council.

We had hoped to have the Retreat the last week in August.
Ange has been searching for a Retreat House that could
acommodates us at that time. Everyplace he contacted was



filled for that week; in fact some are booked two or even
three years ahead. The Passionists in Fukuoka said they
could accommodate us the first week of September; that is
from the 2-6 of September. For some this week was not the
first choice but there were enough “can attends” in our
questionaire to allow me to make this decision.

I will be leaving for Seoul on December 20 and spend
Christmas with Vincenzo and Mauro. When I spoke to them
on the phone yesterday they ask me to send thir best
wishes to all.

We are in or coming into one of the busiest seasons of the
year. Please try to give yourself some time for rest and
even a little recreation.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0.M.I.
Provincial, Japan
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My Brother Oblates,

It is the time of the year when we recall the cast and the
the sights and the sounds the first Christmas. There are
angels, and shepherds and kings from the East. There is
Herod, his soldiers and the innkeepers too. We recall the
animals; the sheep in the fields, the oxen in the stable
and the donkey that carried Mary to Bethlehem. We see
twinkling stars, and hear the angel chorus. And of course
we picture Mary and Joseph kneeling by the crib of Jesus.
Each and every one of these sounds or sights or persons
points to the center of all of this; the Infant Jesus.
Jesus is always the center of the Christmas Mystery. The
angels announced Jesus, the shepherds come to worship
Jesus, the kings led by the star laid their gifts at the
feet of Jesus. Jesus-the center-the one sent by the
Father to save the world.



What are the cast and the sights and sounds of Christmas
1990? There are the stars over Iraq; the dessert sands of
Saudi. There are the sights of khaki clad soldiers and
underfed babies. There are the sounds of Christmas Choral
CDs and of children rejoicing around the Christmas tree.
There are sights and sounds we do not want to look at and
others that we rejoice to hear and sece. But one thing has
not changed in this Christmas of 1990. The center of all
of this is the Infant Jesus. The soldiers point to him as
the one who brings peace. The starving children look to
him as the sign of hope and love. The joyous sounds and
family feasts of the day remind us that it is Jesus who is
the source and center of all joy. For this year too Jesus
is the one sent by the Father to save the world.

Jesus is always the center. The center of our lives not
only as we gather in hope and joy and love around the Crib
on Christmas but the center of our lives each day. it 18

only when He is the center of your life and my life and
the lives of all men that the swords will be turned into
plowshares, that love will fire the hearth and that the
earth and all mankind will be whole.

Let us remember each other in our Christmas Masses. Let
us pray. that Christ will become more deeply the center our
our lives, of our Communities. and of our Mission in 1991.

Thank you for your support and and cooperation during this
year. Merry Christmas and a Blessed 1991.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John/Kenney Mahoney, 0. M. I.
Provincial, Japan

SEOUL

Christmas is for us a new occasion to express to you all
our joy to be part of the Japanese Province. Living far
from you all; a very simple Christmas Message means a lot.
It is the expression of our mutual love as members of the
same family And Christmas is the feast of the family.
We are they/ last ones to come into this family and so we
feel your special love. The love and special attention
that every one in every family has for the new born baby!
Neverless be sure of our love for you. Isn’t this a good
step in a tremendous mission: Mutual Charity?

And so: Merry Christmas!
Vincenzo Bordo
Mauro Concardi



NAGoYA . ' |

.As Christmas 1990 nears, | have: been, thinking about the
opening words of Albert Nolan's book, "Jesus before Cbhristianity."
"Many . millions throughout the ages have venerated the name of
Jesus, but few have understood him and fewer stlll have tried to
put into practice what he wanted Lo see done." -1 am struck by the
truth of this statement as 1 look at the world.

While the winds of hope still blow in eastern Europe, the old
‘animosities and rivalries between minority peoples are far from
settled. .There 1is a growing solidarity in the European Com-
munity while the Soviet Union breaks apart and the people face a
bleak winter of empty store shelves and hunger.

' In many third world countries military governments still
-OPPress the "little people" so that a minority elite who own most
of the land and control most of the industry can continue to reap
profits from their toil. Those who dare speak out are labelled
subversives or leftists, arrested, tortured-and murdered. Readers
of the First World press are bored by .the:-gore going on in far off

=~ countries, so most of the atrocities go - unreported, unless - it
-involves some foreigners or persons of ‘prestige. First World

governmenls gel excited for awhile and soon push it under the rug
a5 so0 much dust. o

In the U.S. the city streets are not safe, the number of
‘homeless .increases with little serious effort to include them in
the last national census. Small business increasingly feels the
pinch as unemployment rates rise: and there are rumors of depres-
sion, while the President drags Lhe world to the brink of war in
the Middle East. . : :

In Japan:the glitter and sparkle of the enthronement rites
are now history. An extravaganza that cost millions of public
funds that. could have been better used for aid to refugees in the
Middle East desert, and aid for the small countries affected by
the trade embairgo against Iraq. The media gave but token space to
the few voices that questioned the meaning and contradictions of
the whole affair. Government officials are more intent on
Squabbling about the fingerprinting of Koreans most of whom are
descendants of the labor {orce forcefully brought here to keep the
war machine going. These officials seem to have forgotten that
these people were once citizens of Lhe Empire (forcefully so by
annexation) and then dis-enfranchised by imperial decree May 1947.
Few seem to recall that 45 years have past without any effort on
the part of the government to compensate these victims of the war
for the injustices inflicted uponlthem.

Rural areas of Japan seek out  foreign brides, because young
local girls -prefer (o 90 to the city rather than marry into the
rigourous rural farm society. The cities .are flooded with a tide
of foreign laborers who manage to get in despite the closed door
policy against unskilled workers. But the authorities don't seen
too concerned. Big business needs this cheap labor force to do
the menial jobs locals don't want to do anymore in order to keep
its edge in the international market. And what would the night
life districts do without the tens of thousands of asian girls?
Most of these workers being illegal they are easily exploited, and
1f they cause trouble the Police and Immigration Authority are
happy to deport them. The cry of - the day is
“internationalization”.” But to those with a discerning eye it

._3—



1ooks more and more ]like expansionism and

exploltation aij ov
again. } 1l over

In such times "Merry Christmas" sounds very hollow. | rather
wish and pray that the One who is called "King of Kings, Lord of
Lords, Prince of Peace" show us what he wanted to see done and
give us the courage to put it into practice. May his Kingdom

come, the kingdom of truth and life, of holiness and grac ti
kingdom of Justice, love and pPeace. g'. = '

Ronald LaFramboise, 0. M. I.
Dear Fellow Oblates,

Good news...everything here in Nagoya is going well...more
good news...as we have one applicant for the Oblates from
Itami we will be opening the pre-novitiate in the spring of
19921 I hope you will introduce more young men to the
Oblates so we can have a class of ten! Yoroshiku! (Please)

Merry Christmas and the peace of Christ. The Russian Saint,
St Seraphim said, “lave peace in your heart and thousands
around you will be saved” I wish you that peace for
Christmas. ~

Angelo Siani , 0. M. I.

One day :in December a cold and hungry person was walking
through the night streets. “Where shall I sleep tonight?
Where shail I get something to eat?”

Then from afar could be heard a song that had never been
. heard betore. The person walked in the direction of the
strange song. The singing was coming from a small old house.
The door was open and upon entering, there in the unheated
place about ten children and adults were standing around

- something. Since they all smiled pleasantly the newcomer
spoke.

“If it is something good, won't you share it with me?”

“We can’'t share the baby, but please share in the joy of the
birth of this child. ”

It was really a long time since seeing a newborn baby so
close.

“Might it not be fate that brought you here. Won’'t you name
the child for us?”

After thinking a while the newcomer said:
“Well, is my name alright?”
“What is your name?”

“My nam: is Joshua.”

)



Joshua decided then and there: I shall spend the rest of my
life watching over this new Joshua

Looking on and on at the new Joshua, hunger and cold were
soon forgotten.

Leo Satoshi Kawaguchi 0. M. I.
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

I write the following to the Lord and to my brothers about
1990.

I made mistakes and had some success. I also had much
sadness, pain and pleasure in 1990 concerning my life,
relationships and Oblation. I wish to thank the Lord and my
brothers for all the happenings of 1990. ‘

I ask the Lord to strengthen me physically, spiritually and
in every way in 1991. I hope to be a child in my heart
forever.

John Hashimoto Masashi, 0. M. I.

On this Christmas and New Year I send you my cordial
compliments. May the joy and peace of Christmas always be
with you.

Nobuhiko Yagi, O.M.I.

TOKYO

Greetings from Tsukuba

...hope this finds everyone in good health and ready for the
start of a new year! As for myself, I’'ve been diagnosed as
having a fat heart and a fat liver. So with my next visit to
the doc’s, in order to avoid being diagnosed “a fathead”, I
figure I better start taking better care of the ole bod!

...never a dull moment here at the College for the Deaf, with
all the different needs of the students.

...attending the International Catholic Deaf Association’s
Workshop in St. Louis in July, with 12 deaf Japanese
Catholics was an invaluable experience for all of us. And,
attending the International Congress for Deaf Educators, in
Rochester in August, with 140 Japanese educators also
provided participants with a wealth of information on how to
implement change ( e.g. how to bring about change in
attitudes towards deafness and deaf people ).

A MEANINGFUL AND MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GOOD HEALTH IN 1991!
Jack Deely, O.M. I



A Blossed smd Happy Holdlddsayy
Tt wWowm asmod Chose wvowm Jovae

13

Hope this finds you all well.

At Christmastime, I rather like to celebrate the on-going
birth of Christ in our hearts and in our society.
As 1 see it,
When JUSTIGE is truly born there, so is CHRIST.
When PEACE and RECONGCILIATION are truly born there,

se is CHRIST.
When LOVE... When TRUTH...

On March 19, 1991 I will be celebrating my 25th anni-
versary of ordination. May it be the beiginning of another

25 years of fostering JUSTICE, REGCONCILIATION, PEACE...
I beg your prayers that that be so.

Ray Bourgoin, 0. M. I.

KOCHI

Christmas best wishes and greetings to all the Oblates in
Japan and Korea.

All have been here ths year as far as I know and it was
wonderful to see you all. This is one of the blessings of
being here in the Provincial house. During the year have
been able to make a few changes for the better, I hope, in
the house here. The latest is the installation of a new
wooden tabernacle from the Pieta Sisters in Tokyo in the

house chapel. If everyone is as pleased with that as I am I
will be satisfied.

Attendance is good in the parish, the old people seem to
appreciate my 1loud boice. For next Easter we have nine
people (including a family of four) preparing to be baptized.
Your prayers are asked for these catechumens. Another bright
spot in this apostolate is that we now have three young men
coming to church here, two of them are coming to Bible class
and another has been through Tom Maher’s catechetical course.
This is a particularly bright hopeful thing as we have so few
young people here.  The Marian cultists are still pursuing
their stubborn dangerous way. Absolutely will not listen to
the the priest or the Bishop. And as they are very actively
evangelizing any newcomer they can approach, they make

catechizing the new members a big problem. For this also we
need prayers.

Our oldest member is 97 years old and doing fine; our
youngest is two days old. In between we have about 400
- members of all ages. Pray for all of us this Christmas as we
pray for you.

Ed. Williams, 0. M. I.



“1980” Celebrations of life, celebrations of death,
celebrations of recovery and growth. “Subete yoshi, subete
kansha”. (A1l is good, all is thanks) j

It was a joy to be with my aunt and relatives at her 70th
.. Anniversary in Religious Life. Three priests celebrated the
' Mass in August, My cousing Joe, Bill and I. - In God’s plan
Fr. Joe Calleton C.S.B. was taken to his own celebration in
heaven on November 24. : el

Again I saw recovery from addiction as well as death from
addiction. My own going-on-recovery one day at a time is a
gift that must be shared. This has become a major part of my
work. ;

“1991” Bill’s 25 Anniversary and my sister’s . 25 Wedding
Anniversary. My twin brother and I will turn 60. “There is
nothing I can not master with the help of the One who gives
me strength. ” Phil. 4: 13

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. Love,
Tom Maher, O.M.I.
Best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!

The years seem to pass faster and faster as one gets older.

Looking backwards for just a little while, one sees only good
things. Especiallly two events were encouraging and at the
same time a kind of “consolation”. Farst, 1 had™ “the
opportunity to meet fellow Oblates from Asian countries and
Australia in the Justice and Peace meeting held in Sri Lanka.
‘The second event was the official recognition and start of
the J.& P. Committee in the diocese of Takamatsu. I have
great hopes that Justice, Peace and Ecology involvement will
contribute to make the Church more genuine and bible-like.

- My esophagus is healed, but my left knee got old too early.
I can still play tennis once a week but twice a week is too
much. In order to keep fit, I decided to go to a “fitness”
training center. I try to go twice a week, but unfortunately
circumstances usually allow me to g0 only once a week. Can
you imagine me among the “senior citizens”, doing all kinds
of stretching manoeuvres...? Oh, yes you guessed it my belly
sticks out too far! :

Hopes and wishes for the next year? Indeed I wish .many
things for you and for me, too. To be more specific: for
‘you; I pray that all your wishes come true. And for me? Not
too much: something like the past year wouldn’t be too bad.

Hoping to see everybody a few time in the coming year.

Y.X. Tosa, 0.M.I.



Christmas Greetlngs !

The past year has been good both with my student work at
Kochi University and the involvement in the Pro-Life Ministry
to save unborn chlldren

For:the coming year 1.-pray that the Lord, i &8s our cos- pllot
will! continue to guide . the 1nvolvement of each Oblate 1n the
Japanese PrDV1nce ; . ‘

Merry Christmas! Jerry Novetny. ﬁ.M.I.

AKI -

Here in Japan it seems that 1990 is coming to a safe end; but
if one: looks-at. 1nternat10nal society it seems we will enter
the coming yeart with the problem of Iraq unresolved I -pray
uthat this problem will be solved peacefully 'as  soon as
possible. : ~

This Christmas of 1990 I wish you a Merry Christmas. = As we
look to the New Year 1 wish you a Happy New Year. With the
help of God may you climb the staircase to heaven step-by-
step.

 Jobh TNo; 0. ML

- AKAOKA
A blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Thank you for everythlng durlng the past year, especial}y\fcr
rememberlng my brother in your prayers. - e ;

December 8th Aonsmi'po'Ie‘was'one year old.

. May the blessing of the Christ thld be with you durlng the
‘New Year. .

- Leo Slmons, O;M.I.

NAKAMURA

Fully two years have flown since i arr1Ved in thls m1s51on of
Hata-Gun (County), and I can say that in spite of ‘'my age

. (60)and a few ;other handicegps,. I have been able to  visit

almost the whole territory entrusted to my:care; 9710 ‘of it
at' least once, many places '‘more often, and -some: on a ' regular
basis. The remaining 1710 :is due mostly to ‘the- dlffnculty of
getting to those remote villages.

A spe01a1 challenge are Oklnoshlma and Ugurushlma, which have
a daily boat’' service, but whenever I plan going to those



islands - (about one hour each way from Sukumo Port) there is
eithet a typhoon ‘or a sea’'storm, so0 that the: ships -remain
moored in the harbor; moreover the trip itself iturnsout to
be at least a two day affair on account of the boat and bus
Sechedules. 1"In the meantime 1 ‘am not- 1dllng the hours away,
as thefé is' still more than:enough to do. Each ‘missidn trip
make me realize how large my territory is, ~betause:- of the
dlstances between the many small mounta1n V1llages

Hata—gun contalns extended areas“ of natlonal :fOrestry
(kokuyuurin). = The scenery ist'very - beautiful, * as 'thé: roads
are usually cut ‘out in the mountains along the rivers.

However the remaining population consists mostly of elderly
person and there are almost no young couples and thus few
children. Remote area schools have had to close down at'‘the

average of one a year. One canft avoid the impression of
‘living in “a’ dying-out :cousit®yi "-° (A punishment fOF-toos-many
abortions?) cL o meat

Thank God the Filippina’ brldes are brlnglng new - life end hope
to thls Mlss1on : » 1‘._ £, bas’a

{l L > { e

My prayerful best W1qhes to all for Chrlstmas and 199r 1>’f»}

L8y R )

v «73! ‘ "--.5; i Gerard Stevensv 0 M'I

TOKUSHIMA

‘ThlS has " been ‘a very eventful year and 1t went §0 fast I have
not® ‘Hiad time ! ‘to think: about ‘it ‘in depth. ' I hope to gét some
"tlme for'that ‘after Christmass' ~But:I do want:to wish you all
a Merry" Chrlstmas and 4 Happy New Year ‘May it be your best
'year yet i ' ' I
Bes1de the fact that I’m 'gettlng older myself and ‘“the
wrinkles that are sprouting in the morning mirror offer ample
proof of:- that, two more events of the past year have
highlighted the wonderful gift of “time” for me. One was the
celebration of 70 years as a Religious of my 89 year‘gld aunt
in Canada with 3 other of her immediate family present,

'1nelud1ng‘my mother.- When we: totaled ‘the ages of the foutr: of
‘thew we found that 356 - years of the -gift  of" “time” -‘was
‘sitting in 'the’ front: péw of: the:beautiful convent chapel At
the same' timé on the ‘altar beside the main celebrant, -my
brother Tom, stood my cousin Joe Calleton a Basilian Father
‘and ‘myself.” Although: Joe~was only 55 years -0ld -he died on
November* 24th.- --~The Lord has taken the ngt f“*timemlfrdm
h1m and glven h1m eternlty o ?ij L
For thls renewed cenc1ousness of “tlme”* the years He has
gaven e *and “for the -years-iHe' may give me ‘in the futureg, 'I
thank the Lord. May the Lord give you all ‘a’ wonderful’ “time”
this Christmas and during the New Year. You are in my
prayers. Bill Maher, 0. M. I



NARUTO

”A very speC1al Chrlstmas remembrance for each and everyone 1n
“the Communlty . o L .

'In November Sh1baor1 kun . from Naruto began hlS NOV1t1ate at
the Trapplst .Monastery in Hakodate. Brother Hashimoto .is
ad01ng weil .at’ our Oblate. House of Studles An Nagoya -t

At Chrlstmas we thank the Chrlst Chlld for these vocatlons
from our .small Mission Parish and we pray -that :he .will
;contlnue to call more. young men 1nto His. serV1ce

. e _ Bert Sllver O.M;I.

ANAN T ;iﬂ,,‘.ﬂQW o ;—’;[fﬁi
‘A VERY. MERRY MUCH BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO
‘ONE AND ALL! i

The year 1990 brought some. good things my way. One was: a
‘grand 3 months of vacation at home. It was hot. in Neprska
also. Another was the honor of attending the Oblate Pastoral
Conference in. Wlnnepeg,,Canada. The .views of our, Canadian
Missionaries (70 in all) plus those of the General
Admipistration were aired, and these gave new life to each of
us. Myself and Father Kegler from the U.S. Central Province
were the only non-Canadian Missionaries at the meetlng

More recently I was present at the Sanda Retreat for Prlests
where Evangelization 2000 was explained and urged on.all 60
in .attendance. In the near future. there will.. be readlng
material available on this great. work. of the Church. . It- is
spread all over the world, leading the laity to.take a more
active part in the evangelzation effort. There are some good
men working on this. Now if I can muster the same spirit and
effort here in Anan we’ll be evgn more blessed. .

A . Dick Harr, 0. M.JI}

Erom the “center” of Shlkoku I extend my best W1shes for a
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New .Year to all my brother
Ublates An Japan and wherever they are in the world May the

.....

No (at least v151ble) mlracles have occurred concernlng the
Ikeda Parlsh 50 about my.. apostolate I cannot  relate ;muchg
except ‘that most of it takes place outside this . area, .bey 1&
at the Bishop’s residence or in the Kansai region. There is
another part that I would rather call ¥indirect. apostolate’,
a” mosalc of'. all kinds..of . thlngs (malnly translatlng)n by
whlch 1; hope to ‘be of serV1ce _

A : Jan Van Hoydonck O,M I

B AT
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ITAMI

BT

CHRISTMAS and Volces of 1990 . - .. . . . .'U

Filipinos love to sing I'm dreaming of a white Christmas... )
(n. b, no :snow in the Philippines) as if to parody : the- peace.”

and joy that-Christmas sings about every .year.- ‘At home and"-

in every country like Japan: where there are Filipino migrant'
workers hired as domestic workers, construction aids,: factory
workers.fhostesses,~computer operators, etc.; - their outery is
for fairness in the job -and to:'be ‘treated as human ‘beings. -*
The mythical plastic Santa Claus takes his usual “seat at ‘the"
show window-of the ritzy department store this Christmas with
his checklists of who has been haughty or nice... the Filipino-

worker -stands’ outside “the thick glass’ wall ‘wanting ‘to' ask

good old Santa... Is it a sin to be poor? = o

Instead of the usual christmas message, I would like to share
with:you portions of my diary, quotes I found very meaningful

from people :this :year, voices of Joy and despairiand even a o
threat left~on my answering:machihe.i{. they are my -unworthy '
:gift toryou this Christmas: T T IR I S

g e 5

Baptisms of”Fil—Japfbabieéeare becbm&ng a weekly event’of our

group in Osaka. Just think about :the implications - of *this to:
the catholic population of Japan, I had four fumnerals of
four “people, two Filipinos died of #illness, one -Japanese: e
married -to:a Filipina-committed suicide and the fourth ‘was & i
21 year jokd Filipina murdered by her Japanese boyfriend. I -

brought back to Manila the ashes of the two who died of .:

illness. After explaining to the father of one over the
phone :-that we have to cremate ‘the: body of his son, he
tearfully .made ‘a simple request: "Please take-a nice picture
of him before you...” (he wasn't able to finish his ‘sentence).

Work-related accidents are also a - big i problem among-’
undocumented workers. In case of an accident while at work
or on the'.way to or from the “work ‘place,” the worker is
entitled to' compensation Tregardless of .status. I made
~another trip to Manila.to deliver 'a check for ™M yen to 4

Filipino worker who had 'an acéident in Nagoya. @ Another "

undocumented ‘worker ocut a very small part of his finger while’
at work and was compensated for 1M *yen. A joke went ‘around-
the foreign workers... ”"Now we know what to do when we will
be in‘need of money!" - A FR R ’

A Japanese ihistorian teaching in‘'Manila told me this: " "What
is happening to your people in Japan happened to the Japanese
at the start of this century.” She has compiled historical
records of “Japanese immigrants to “the Philippines. * Early
Japanese settlers worked as housemaids, carpenters,” plumbers

and many karayuki-san (Japanese prostitutes) plied the

streets of Manjla 1903-1920. Politely, I agreed to what- she- -
said that ﬁistéry is repeating itself but Japanese immigrants
to the Philippines did not 'sSuffer from inhuman ‘treatment and
discrimination like present day Filipino workers 'in Japan.

A Filipina who gave birth to a baby-girl: *"Father, I had a



girl! (then jokingly) but since Japan only allows hostesses
to work here I will raise her to be the best hostess in
Osaka!”

A Filipina writer in Tokyo: "Why should FILIPINA be scarlet
letters scrawled across ones face?” Overheard from a group
of Japanese girls on a train: »Firipina mitaitl” (Gee, you
look 1ike or is acting like a Filipinal). Japanese kids
learn from their elders how to look down on others early in
life. A child of a Filipina mother refuses to go to school
since his classmates have been bullying him... "Firipijin,
Firipinjin!” No less than the ~"Justice” minister makes a
parallel between blacks and prostitutes at a raid of a
prostitution district in Tokyo. Adding insult to injury was
his scathing additional remark...”I’'m surprised there were no
Filipinas among the prostitutes arrested.”

In April, 8 Filipino trainees at a nearby tire factory in
Itami  walked out of their company and sought refuge in the
church. Four TV stations and 6 newspaper crew came to listen
to their complaints. An analysis by a Waseda Univ. professor
on the case: "This couldn’'t have happened if the trainees
were from western countries. The Japanese look down on poor
Southeast Asians, this is a reality we cannot deny.”

From AISA-Yokohama (Asian Inatitute for Social Action of
FABC) Statement: “The mistakes committed by the Japanese in
the past are being repeated in its inhuman treatment of
foreign migrant workers.”

Yes, about that threatening phone call. A guy has been
intimidating me over the phone with his record of names and
cases I have handled... "You have been engaged in activities
not in keeping with your status of residence (shikakugai
katsudo), better stop of else...”

We are still following the case of 27 Filipina computer
operators in Osaka who were brought in as trainees but
actually made to work for 15 hours even on Sundays for a
pittance. Luckily, we have no less than the Osaka Bar
Association behind us and several labor groups in Osaka and
Tokyo to help us pursue the case.

Fr. Honda, the Franciscan Provincial who now works as a day -
1aborer said about his life with the poor: "It is not what I
can give them but what they give me that counts... they are
the ones evangelizing me.”

»1 envy you for the work that God has called you to do...”
were the consoling words of Fr. Nemes at our retreat. I'd
1ike to think of Christmas not as a time to temporarily
forget the 1lls of our gociety but rather as the mystery of
the coming of God in Jasus to pick up the pileces of a
shattered humanity. I know I still have to be converted to
the real meaning of Christmas.
Wency Laguidao



Merry Christmas!

I hope the coming year brings bountiful blessings from our
Lord to all. i

By the way, the roof of the church building has been leaking
for a long time. The experts haven’t located the cause of
the leak. So what they did was to set a huge vat under the
ceiling to catch the water. Now we have another problem to
solve: how to drain the water in the vat.

The building is still beautiful externally, but you see age
and wear on the inside. Hope that no one thinks the building
symbolizes the present state of the parish. Sure we have had
ten funerals this year so far, and many young people have
moved out to the country where it is much easier to purchase
a piece of land. However more children have started to come
to Sunday Masses. They call me “Ame Shimpu”, (Father Candy)
as I distribute candy after Mass out of “my pocket” ‘No
matter what! They come to Mass, o

I take a long walk practically every day. Occasionally you
see strange things. The other day I came upon a little hill,
fenced with barbed wire. Several places on the fence 1 saw
pieces of wood. There on the the wooden boards was written,
“Dangerous! Stay away”. The hill was a cemetary with many
toombstones shining in the afternoon sun.

Hoping to see you at our Meeting in March.

Mike Yamasaki. 0.M.I.

KOGA

This year has been a busy one for me. I hope that the coming
one is more Christ filled and less me-filled. He is coming
and I only pray I’1ll be there, awake and ready to mave with
Him and His Spirit. May he also fill all your days and
moments with His Peace and Hope.

Have a Blessed and Holy Christmas and the Best of Years to
Come. Peace in Christ.

Fran Hahn, 0.M. I.
A blessed Christmas.

This last year was filled with the joy of becoming free for
many peoples. It was a wonderful year.

Among the students at the training course in Kyushu was a
former teacher and school board member; seventy years of age.
She studied right along with the young teachers; trying to
become more useful to Society.

- 13 -



We pray that all the teachers who go through the course will

be blessed with good hea

1th and joy as they carry what they

learned into their work places.

We pray to that the New Year will be a wonderful year for
all; and thank you for all yqurwgoodness to us this year.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Birthday

JANUARY

2 Ed Williams
22 Ray Bourgoin
29 Dick Harr

FEBRUARY

15 Len Inui

21 Vincenzo Bordo

23 Masashi Hashimoto

MARCH
1 Jerry Novotny
23 Bill Maher

APRIL
1 Leo Kawaguchi

Fr. Len Inui, O.M.I.

Ordination
JANUARY

FEBRUARY
22 Xave Tosa

MARCH

19 Ray Bourgoin

27 Ron LaFramboise
27 Wency Laguidao

APRIL
4 Jerry Novotny
11 Jack Deely

DATE TO MARK IN YOUR CALENDAR

MARCH 5-7 MISSION MEETING ON THE KINDERGARDEN APOSTOLATE

Place: Kochi

Animator: Joseph M Abbella,

C.M.F. (Claretian)

SEPTEMBER 2-6 ANNUAL OBLATE RETREAT
Place: Fukuoka Passionist Retreat House
Director: Fr. Kelly Nemeck, O0.M.I. U.S. Southern Province

- 14 -
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Dear John,
I hope I'll be in time to get my new address in the newsletter:

Father José De Fruyt, o.m,i.
Missionarissen Oblaten

A. Gomandstraat 24

I090 Brussel

BELGIUM, Tel. (02) 426.84.I9

Yes, after 6 years in Antwerp, I'm moving to another o.m.i.-comm-
nity. Our house in Antwerp closes., _At one time we were 10 oblates
here in the house. But our brother superior died suddenly. The pro-
vincial doesn't live here anymore. Two people left for Bolivia. A
few others moved. The seven members of a sharing group in town here,
with whom I have been leading a life of sharing for the last three
years, will bring my packed books to Brussels on Sunday. Only two
members will then be left in the house. Part of the house will be
closed down at the end of Februari, when ifour students at the Tro-
pical Institute will leave the facilities. Unly two oblates will
then be left at the house. They will wmove before the summerholidays
next year to strengthen communities in other houses of the province.
Our numbers go down, so we have to start closing houses. In the hou-
se of DBrussels, Father Wilfried ilossel has been nominated superior
last month. He asked me to join the community in Brussels.

I'm also changing my job. At the end of October I ended two terms
of three years at the Pontifical iission Works in the Diocese of
Antwerp. I'm moving to the diocese of Cardinal Danneels (Brussels-
Malines). from next January I will be prison chaplain in the prison
of Forest (Vorst) in Brussels, half-time. Tom Maher will enjoy it,
I would think, when he will read that 1 am again a colleague in the
same job. After uy arrival in Brussels I will look out how { best
can combine this work with another half time job on the scene.

Next year in Februari I will be 50, I feel it's time to spend my
heart in a very simple - way to very ordinary people. I always be-
lieved that God is to be found with poor people. I concluded that 1
had somehow to be in the neighbourhood of such place. I don't know
well what I aim starting, but I guess that, if God is there, he sure
will do the rest, as long as + will give my best. As an oblate,l
twinckle an eye to our blessed founder who was once a prison chaplair
himself. In Brussels I will have a colleague who is on pension from
the same job in the saine prison. In liatthew 25 I get a gospel-line
that should inspire me for this kind of pastoral work: "I was in
prison, and you visited me." You certainly won't refuse a prayer
that the guy's I'll meet there will be blessed sacraments to mel?!

Dear John, let me round up this letter with thanks for sending me
faithfully the O.:i.I.-Japan=-Newsletter. I always read it with much
interest and best memories of my I5 years missionary life in Japan.
Now and then I'm also able to pass on part of the news to our local
o.mei.-newsletter in Belgium. Our circle of friends who get this
letter still counts 5000. ivery year we bring the families of our
missionaries together in two of our houses for an aftermoon of
sharing. On such occasions, our missionaries tell us that they
count on us to keep their stories spreading in the homechurch.

Last month, during a visit to my aunt with the Fassionist Sisters,
the mother superior asked me to write a letter in English to their
community in Japan in order to arrange some natter for both the
communities in Yapan and **orea. I thought of the link of the oblates
between the missions of Yapan and Korea. Things may go slowly over-
there, but the mustardseed of the gospel keeps filling our heart
with hope. It's always again the small beginning of Bethlehem, But
the prouise of that little 'tiouse of Bread' keeps defining the course
of history. To one and all, I wish a very Blessed Christmas and

a Joyful and fruitful New Year I9SI., Your old acquainted and from
now on 'Brussels sprout', José De Fruyt, o.m.i. 'e*ﬁj& ~—
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