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July 4, 1989

To the Members of the Follow Through Committee:
Jack Deely, Chairman, Ray Bourgoin, Ed Williams, Xav Tosa,
Ange Siani,

The Follow Through Committee is asked by the Provincial and
Council to prepare for the meeting of the Province to be held
in March, 1990.

The Committee is requested to:

1. Activate the suggestions concerning Parish Apostolates,
specifically, the following matters:

Under Criteria #2 Parishes

f)--That those involved in parishes come together to
formulate a plan to seek and serve the most
abandoned.

h) --That we educate the Christian Communities about
there responsibility toward the poor.

Under Criteria #4

a)--An OMI pastoral, based on these <criteria, be
formulated and activated by men in parish ministry.

The main thing we hope to achieve is a clear and workable
OMI Pastoral.

2. To activate the suggestion concerning Missioning of
Mission Apostolates, specifically Right to Life,
Volunteer Bureau and and Chemical Dependency.

Under Criteria #2 Apostolic Ministries

g)--That Apostolic Ministries not merely be allowed,
but that those involved in Apostolic Ministries be
missioned.

Ange Siani who is a member of the Follow Through Committee
will be the liaison between the Committee and the Provincial
Council.

Please be assured of my support and cooperation.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Kenney Mahoney, 0. M. I.
vincial



AT

[ARCHIVES

September 19, 1989
Dear Xave,

Comment ca va, mon ami?

0f course, I missed you! And, I was delighted to learn that you actual-
ly missed me! (I do hope, though, we are using the word “miss” in the same
sense!) :

How’s everything? How was the Retreat? I guess I was suppose to let Ed
know that I wasn’t going to be able to make it. But, between just getting
back from the States, the car breaking down, and the meeting in Tokushima
with the Superior General — I wasn’'t focusing properly...as per usual, may-
be!

Well, ##0, I had a call from John on the 15th, just before he left for
the Philippines — asking me to contact members of the FTC to see if we
could get together “to set things in motion for the March meeting”. I’d sure
appreciate any suggestions that you might have with regards possible dates.

...meetingplace...and the following tentative agenda.
Tentative Agenda

1. To elect a Chairman for the Follow Thru Committee (since I became
Chairman by way of a misunderstanding or miscommunication (if there is
such a word)

2. To review the Discernment Process (actually this resurrection of the
FTC may be due in part to the concern expressed by some members of the
Province over what has been described as a “derailment of the process”
vhich has led to confusion of goals and duplication of efforts., To get
back on track, then, it would seem that a review of the process is in or-
der)

3. and, the 3rd item on the agenda would be, as John suggested in his letter
of July 4th

A) to activate the suggestions concerning Parish Apostolates, specifical-

ly the following matters:

Criterion #2 — Parishes
f) that those involved in parishes come together to formu-
late a plan to seek and serve the most abandoned

h) that we educate the Christian Communities about their

o



responsibility toward the poor
Criterion #4
a) that an OMI pastoral, based on these criteria be formu-

lated and activitated by men in the parish ministry

B) to activate the suggestion concerning Missioning of Mission Aposto-
lates, specifically Right to Life, Volunteer Bureau and Chemical De-

pendency

Criterion #2 — Apostolic Ministries

g) that Apostolic Ministries not merely be allowed, but
that those involved in Apostolic Ministries be mission-
ed

I think it’s gonna be a real problem trying to come up with a date that
vill fit everyone’s schedule, but it seems to me that a National Holiday
would be our best bet. I’d like to suggest meeting in Itami in the after-
noon of 11/3., It’s a Friday which certainly makes it easier for those who
have to travel a great distance and may want to stay till at least Satur-
day morning.

Please let me know as soon as you can, Xave, what suggestions you might

have with regards the tentative agenda and date of our first meeting, ok?

Merci!
Take care and enjoy!

Keep up the great work!

X
P.S.

I can be reached at 0298-52-6161, Mon. thru Thurs. evenings. And, in
Hoya on most weekends, at 0424-61-9258

Ah! More meetings!
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lave

Sure was good talkin® with you, the other night. Yes,
gou’ re right — FTC does sound like the name of a foot—
ball team! 4 just hope that we don t act Like one!

4 called Mike and he assured me that we could meet
at dtami. However, he also mentioned that Bert & John
would be staying there. 4 know that you plan to return
to Kochti that night, as does Eddie Williams. But, no
cook! So maybe we could hit a local WEE .

Timewtise, hopefully we can start at IPM. And with a
Little bit of Lluck and preparation, we can hopefully end
at §PM or earlier.

By way of preparation, 4'm asking each member of
the FTC to write up and print off copies of a brief opin-
Lon paper (1 page, Bs compos'ctton stgLe or si.mpl.e oult—

“line form) — to be gilven out at the meeting, in which he

—_—

—

can state what he views as the "priortttﬁ andCtasks" )

etc. of the CommLtteaé/ '/_——//

Looktng forward to seethg you on Movember 3rd!

Jaekbe D)

4 hear you had a nice visit to Magoya. Rnxious to hear

about the meeting.
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FTC Workpaper (brown paper)

by Y. X. Tosa
Ist edition Oct. 89

1) Let's not waste time discussing or (re)electing a chairman.
Fth.Siani should be the secretary. Atter all, he is the liaison man to

the provincial.

) Claritication of the word "to activate . Does that word mean ~suggest’

or ‘order or propose ?

3) F1C should describe (detine) the “powers™ and the "place” (iL#5) of the
provincial during a general meeting ot the province.

4) ln the last two general meetings 1t has already been decided that:

an UM! pastoral be rormulatedand activated by men in parish
]

mlnlstry (1Y8y)
those involved 1n parishes come together to Tormulate a plan

to seek etc... (1Y8Y)

Theretore, | suggest (order) that:
a) betore the 1YYU meeting this pastéé meeting should be held;
) an TUMI-without-a-parish] acts as chairman ot this meeting;
yY) agenda ol pastors meeting:
-li1turgy and treedom of pastor

-{81E= and pastoﬁi}hgiE)FSTf’énd—;:;H;;;\\W’le?~Taq

-parish statt and new pastor ( LuV\thMLt)“)
-pastors and christians social education and involvement in

society (Justice, Peace and Preservation ot Nature)

-etc. ...

e : ’ - . .
b) Missioning of mission apostolate_ils a tinished business.




WA, [ts Priorities and Tasks

— . Having been on the FTC since its inception, being aware
of its demands: time, travel etc., [ asked John what it
would entail at this time before accepting, since for
various reasons | can’t give it the same time and attention
as before. Was assured that it probably would mean getting
together only 2~3 times a year, somewhere between April and
March.

— ., Originally when FTC was formed, [ took it as a means to
engage rgrass rootsr participation, not as a committee that
had to do everything.

— ., Also took it as a committee that would help things going
between Congresses or General Meetings, under the direction
of the Provincial, by :

l.,) seeing to it that decisions of the Congresses be
JRon and seen thru ET HEH £

@gwépreparing agenda for the following General Meeting

= L

~ ks Sierress il O take up the decisions and suggest what
we see as the best means for their implementation, suggest
persons for carrying them out etc.

—. As H{HEHSL weigh where we are at, and help devise
means by which the next General Meeting can best deal with

the *nextr step, suggest procedures, outline, personnel,
topics

As regards the meeting of November 3

— . I third the motion to have Jack Deely as our Coordinator
and also to have Ange Siani as Secretary since he is liaison
between the FTC and the Provincial Council.

— . Can’t see why those who are involved in the Parish
Apostolates haven’t started gathering together without our
activation or that they have to sit there and wait for
another General Meeting. Must we have orders from raboves
to make plans for the furthering of the Kingdom of God?

— . We’ve all agreed that the Apostolates for Right to Life,
the Volunteer Bureau and Chemical Dependency are well within
our Oblate Charism. Those that have reservations don’t have
them as to the Oblaticity of them but as to procedure.
Couldn’t those who have misgivings ahout procedural matters
present them frankly to those involved and start the process
of ironing out, rather than delay the full backing of the
Province? Those involved in these should be able to

present their programs to the "powers that he’ without this
committee having to activate.

— . Suggest that we make suggestions as to the % of the
next General Meeting, rather than prolong a process which

should have ended long ago. 5

>

—‘j——
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November 5, 1@89

reviev the rolg Qf‘ihe FTC

the FTC should facilitate matterq by organizing ideas aﬁd
hhateverelse Jt takes to lead toward more efficient’
PPOVJncial Congrcesas & effective implementati-n of
dvclqlon made and fdirections suggested

Dby Jmmedlatoly informlng the members of the Proviice of
the results of thls meeting, enlisting their aid and

aclive partlcipption in vreparing for feetings. etc,

reviev Lhe Discernment Process

the process qpbgreﬁtly H35 gone avey, leading to ccalusien
of goals and duﬁlication-nf;efforts L
(1) today somcone'dho has been close to the workings cf the
Discernment Process siﬁcu its inception should give us
a rundown on what;ye_héye done cofar and where ve are

or should be in the Discernment! Process.

Z. To suggest a long overdue meeting ol those involved in the

Pastloral Apostolate

L

L T BT : " : L
3. To suggest that ‘the Missloning of Mission Apostolates has al-

ready been done,

Jack
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FTC Meetlng m

Ttami:
November 3, 1989

\

At the risk of confusing matters, the following is offered as an attempt

o facilitate matters.

. .
: 1] .
[

i. Let’s take a minute or two to réﬁ& ﬂnég'é,anq;Jack's papers.
fo
“. Ange and my votes would not'havo cﬁunted even if we had sent out our
vorkpapers as early as Xave, Eddie, and Ray...vho suggested that:
@ Jack be Chairman (a totally itrational suggesction if I’ve eve: heurd
onel!) and ; ; : ‘

@ Angelo be Secretary (lndeed. a very .sound sugpgestion!)

. There scems Lo be a conscnkuéﬁ < (' K

D that the purpese/role of the FTﬁ;be'clﬁrified

2 that the steps of the Discernment Process be revieved

@ that the Pastoral Meeting 6é_héld as so;n as possible

‘) that the Apostolates proposed for our agenda nced not be part of the

agenda

{. For particulars, please refer to the vorkpapors.
‘.'.
2. Let’s set o date for our next FTC Meéeting (if needed) and propose a
+lan, an agenda, and procedurcs etc, Ior‘byb March Congress (if, in the

light ¢t our discussion, we deem that that indeced is our job).



FTC MEETING ITAMI NOVEMBER 3 1989

Ange

JOHN DEELY CHAIRPERSON

I hate being secretary but I guess it's in the
cards! Shikataganai'!

I think we have to get back to the original
meaning of the FTC. I agree with Ray's description.
What he has written is my understanding of the FTC.

As regards our general meetings: The last question
should always be " What is the next best step for
us to take? The answer to this question provides
the matter for the following meeting. If we don't
ask that guestion the FTC ends up having to create
the agenda for the next meeting.

John in his letter has suggested the matter for

the coming March Meeting. I was not at the meeting
but I was given the impression everyone agrees

with the theme.

Questions from John K. Mahoney.

a. Do we have enough material for the three days
or will we need a speaker for some input?

b. Shall we get a facilitator ie a non Oblate?
c. As regards missioning: John says that in our
Congress with Jim Sullivan, the decision to
mission all discerned works was passed by the
group and therefore he would like to put this

into effect.
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we get t he process going by.:
Apostolates to meet by the end

of December or at. the latest

the end of January.

— each person would bé asked
f

to write a paper be ore
the meetineg, re. their vis-
ion

ocedure t o come t o

7
o)
-

©
-

It was further sugegested that this

discernment be done in depth.

It was also sugegested that we obtain
a facilitator for the meeting. Name s
suggested: Archbishop Yasuda, Fr. Iwahashi,

Fr. Umehara.

Next on the agenda was t he question of



missioning

It was ag ed ther xisfs some
confusion a t the mea g of this
term. It wa s geste t missioni
could be wunder ood a s of accep-
tance or as de ees o sioning.
Three ways ur ced:

1. Mission g a wor r gcceptln
the or of an i vidual whi
demands pecia ents or 1tr
ing n is case will supp
the er n in h ork but we
have no bligat.i toward the
continu ion o work in t
future.

2. Mission g certa works whic
require ertai l'ity but t
continu ion o work is n
garante

3. Mission E a wor hich we
accept d wil to its
continu ion
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Note

Our wording and definitions may at times be incorrect.
Therefore we welcome your ideas in formulating a more

accurate definition or wording.



MEETING

oMl
ARCHIVES

1990



SPRING ME
Meeting C
Speaker:

Purpose:

Method:

Schedule:

Monday

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

“n

ETING ON JUSTICE AND PEACE March 12-14 3ﬁ0
oordinator: Fr. Xave Tosa, 0.M.I. -
Fr. Honda Tetsuroo, OFM

To conscientize ourselves, to make ourselves
more aware of the Justice and Peace problems in
Japan and of our responsiblity as individuals and
as a Comunity to work for Justice and Peace.

To .consider how we can answer the call of the
General Council (cf. Communique No.51/89 Oct. 89)

To talk and reflect in small groups on the talks
given by the speaker and to come up with questions
reflections and impressions etc. to bring to the
speaker and the group.

7:15-Morning Prayer and Meditation

8:00-Breakfast

9:15-Talk by Fr. Honda

10:00-Coffee Break -

10:30-Small Group Discussion and Preparetion of
Questions :

11:45-Mass

12:30-Lunch

14:30-Question and Answer Session with Fr. Honda

15:15-Coffee Break

15:30-Talk by Fr. Honda ..

16:15-Small Group Discussion and Preparation of
Questions :

17:15-Evening Prayer and Adoration

18:00-Supper

9:15-Question and Answer session with Fr. Honda

10:15-Coffee Break

10:30-Talk by Fr. Honda

11:15-Small Group Discussion and Preparatin of
Questions

12:00-Departure for Lunch and Visit to Ao Nami Ie

17:15-Mass

18:00-Supper

19:15-Question and Answer Session with Fr. Honda
and Orientation by Xave Tosa

9:15-Small group discussion on Xave’s input.
. Questions, suggestions, etc. with the
objective of reaching practicle conclusions
in light of the call of the General Council.
10:15-Coffee Break
10:30-General Session report of small groups.
Practicle conclusions for personal and
Communiy action.
11:45-Closing Mass
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The following is an English rendering of YOKUATSU SARETA MONO NO KAWA NI
TATSU KAMI taken from Fultuin Senkyou June 1989 pp. 6-24. I have used the
New International Version of The Holy Bible, Copyright 1973, 1979 by

International Bible Society.

THE GOD WHO SIDES WITH THE OPPRESSED.

By Honda Tetsurou, O.F.}M.

FUKUIN SENKYOU 1989 June, pp. 6-24

1. CONCERNED WITH THEIR SUFFERINGS
The Starting Point of Evangelization

The Lord said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. T
have heard them cryving out because of their slave drivers, and I am
concerned with their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from
the hand of the Egyptians .... So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh
ev+o I will be with you. And this will be the sign that it is I who have
sent you.... (Exodus 3: 7-12).

. This marks the decisive moment of the start of salvation history. Here we

have the starting orders which lead up to the Passover Experience (the
crossing of the Reed Sea) when the tribes of Israel became conscious of
their election as the People of God. At this moment the wheels of God's
work of saving humankind begin to turn.

It was sympathy with the pain and cries and sufferings of people which
moved the heart of God. God indeed saw - in detail - the misery of his
people; concern compels Him to come down to rescue them.

Without God’s coming down, the work of salvation cannot be accomplished.

Verses nine and the following are said to be from a different source (E).
I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. The inhumanity of
the oppressors and anger at the injustice of it all leads without delay
to the commission: So now, go. By commissioning Moses, salvation
(freedom, liberation) is to be brought about. But it is stressed that God
will work with Moses. I will be with you.

From the point of view of God and His helpers, the importance of the
demand for help from the part of those who are suffering - a demand
addressed in some way to God - is of great importance.

Jesus Christ brings the work of salvation to its final completion. He too
began his work of evangelization because of his concern for the
sufferings and pains of the people.

When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, lile sheep without a shepherd... He called his
twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits

«+. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ... "Go
... to the lost sheep of Israel." (Matthew 9:36-10:6).

Jesus chose to live together with the poor, tired, ordinary people.

Together with them he too was the object of the scorn and anger of the

Pharisees and Lawyers, those who lived righteously and correctly

according to the Law. By identifying Himself with ordinary people, Jesus

was able to see and to experience in Himself, their harassed and helpless
HOMDA TETSUTROU! PAGTE 1




position. He too knew the pain they felt. He had compassion on them. The
force of these words is that of what we suffer when some family member
who is very dear to us is suffering and dying before our eyes. Jesus,
personally, feels the pain of suffering people. God is together with
those who are harassed and helpless.

It -is in this situation that Jesus chose the twelve disciples and sent
them forth as'His collaborators. The work of evangelization was
inescapably thrust upon Him by the heart-breaking circumstances in which
He found - in which He placed - Himself.

It is this very compassion, this "suffering with" those who are harassed
and helpless in society which is the motive force, the power behind,
evangelization. This personally felt compassion alone is what gives rise
to the decision to share in the Worl of the Lord. No longer is it merely
a professional duty, or obedience to a command, or idle lip-service. It
is, too, a sharing in the pain of Jesus, of God. Looked at in this way,
sharing in the pain is also a gift from God. But it is a gift from God
which can hardly be enjoyed by those who do not experience the pain and
suffering of ordinary people, and who do not take their side.

God's work of salvation and liberation is already begun. The Kingdom of
God is among us. That is the Good News. To worlc according to the pattern
ve see in Jesus, cooperating in this work of salvation, is the inner
heart of evangelization.

Why is that, even though God Himself began, out of compassion for the
pain and sufferings of humankind, the work of salvation, we seem to skip
over this most vital part, putting it anywhere but in the first place?

We build our ivory towers, (My parish, Our convent or Our monastery).
Everyone, we insist, is more than welcome to visit. But we never leave
our secure and tidy havens. What a gulf there is between our attitude and
behaviour and that of God in the Psalms:

Who is like the Lord our God, the One who sits enthroned on high, who
Stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?

He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap
.+..he seats them with the princes of their people. (Psalm 113:5-7).

We like to think that we have already ‘given up’ enough, that in some
‘spiritual’ or ‘theological’ way we ourselves are one with the poor, with
those who suffer. We are ‘fundamentally’ the same, we like to maintain.

But in fact all we are doing is looking down on everything - the world of
faith and the world of humankind -~ from our present style of living. We
think that we can see quite enough from where we are. But as God showed
us, in becoming man in Jesus, who ‘'gave up’ to the extent of being one
with the dust and ashes of society, maybe He wishes us to look again from
the dust and ashes at everything - the world of faith and the world of
humanitind.

Building an open church where everyone can feel at home is acceptable
perhaps. But basically, the church is the people called together by -
Jesus, who go into all the nooks and crannies of society and share the
rain and sufferings they discover. From that starting point we reconsider
our faith. We begin to see what factors in society make our faith
difficult to live out. Then we call on all people of good will to help us
to align_society with the concern of God. .

HONDA TETSUROU PAGE 2



“Go ... to the lost sheep of Israel”, Jesus said, restricting their worlk.
This is not in contradiction to "Go into all the world and preach the
good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15). The lost sheep are not the
christians who no longer come to church. They are those who suffer from
deprivation, illness or age; who are despised and looked down upon, whose
voices cry out in pain and suffering from the dust and ashes of society.
It is by being with these people, whom Jesus calls brother and sister,
Father and Mother, son and daughter, that we will have begun to answer
the command of Jesus to go into all the world, and will have begun to
preach the good news to all creation. The lost sheep are those sheep
whose cry caused Jesus to feel compassion, the cry of those harassed and
helpless.

2. THE PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE POOR.
The Undercurrent of the Biblical Teaching.

God began His work of salvation because of His compassion for the
sufferings and pain of humankind. The work of salvation continues- by His
being together with, His walking with, the oppressed. We see this pattern
quite clearly in the life of Jesus. Jesus walked together with the sick,
those troubled by evil spirits, tax collectors and prostitutes who were
looked upon as sinners, with the poor. And he sent His disciples as .
co-workers in His work of salvation to the lost sheep, the harassed and
the helpless. :

Why does God prefer the poor and the weal? The Bible shows the same
pattern from beginning to end. Jesus Himself puts teaches that the two
most important of God's commands are the following:

‘Love the Lord your God with all Your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind’. This is the first and greatest commandment. (Matthew
22:37-38).

This is from Deuteronomy Chapter Six, a section of the Shema: Hear, O
Israel. Deuteronomy 10:12-19 gives more detail:

And now, O Israel, what does the Lord Your God asic of you but to fear the
Lord your God, to wallt in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the
Lords’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own
good? ... For the Lord your God ... shows no partiality and accepts no
bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless.and the widow, and loves
the alien, giving him food and clothing. And You are to love those who
are aliens....

What the Lord our God asks of us is that we love Him and serve Him. We
know what to love and serve Him means through the exodus from Egypt (the
Passover experience). It means to walk together with God and to imitate
His ways in our lives.

For Israel at that time, the sick and disabled were regarded as unclean,
as sinners. The most powerless members of society were orphans, widows
and aliens. They had no position in society, no security. They had to
depend on some relative or employer. They were looked upon as pests and
nuisances. 'The family was the unit of the tribal society. Those without
family had po place in society at all.

It is against this background that God says that to love the God and to

keep the commands and laws of God is ta defend the rights of those in the

weakest and most insecure position in society, and to work together.to
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bring about social justice for them. Jesus says that this is the first
and greatest commandment.

Jesus continued,

"And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as Jourself’. All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. (Matthew 22:39-40).

These words are taken from Leviticus, from Chapter Nineteen, which begins
‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy’.

When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of
your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your
vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them
for the poor and the alien... Do not defraud your neighbour or rob him.
Do not hold baci the wages of a hired man overnight. Do not curse the
deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind. Do not pervert
Justice. Do not do anything that endangers your neighbour’s live. Love
Your neighbour as yourself. (Leviticus 19:9-18).

This passage tells us in concrete terms what holiness is, what it is to
be like God. The central point is to be in solidarity with the poor, with
those who are in a weal position in society. It is all summed up in the
‘phrase, Love your neighbour as yourself.

Why it should be like this may seem somewhat strange. Ordinarily, when we
hear the word ‘neighbour’, we think of those whom we find right around
us, family members perhaps, or those living nearby. We might even include
those we meet at work. We assume naturally that ‘neighbour’ means those
centred around us who form our circle of acquaintances.

But this commandment puts a somewhat different meaning on the word
‘neighbour’. It is not a question of being ‘in the neighborhood’, of
being close by. Our neighbour is that person whom we must hold dear, be
close to, walk with and live together with, even if that person lives far
away .

This becomes clear if we look at each of the examples given before the
final summing up, Love your neighbour as yourself. The person without
land, the poor person without employment, the alien, are given as
examples. Other examples follow: those who can be oppressed or defrauded
with impunity, especially those who are in the weak position of seeking
employment, or of being employed. In a social system built around the
interests of normal people, we are told to shift our concern to those who
are ignored by the system because of various debilities and deficiencies:
those who are physically disabled in various ways, those who in danger of
being treated unjustly by the establishment because of their
povwerlessness. We are commanded to ensure that their dignity and rights
are respected.

‘Neighbour’ then, goes beyond the scope of our social circle. We discover
who our neighbour is by looking at human society in a broad and general
way to discover who is harassed and helpless. We must seek these people
out and listen to them and make them our concern. This is the way ‘in
which the word ‘neighbour’ is to be understood in the Bible.

When Jesus was asked “And who is.my'néigbbour?", He replied by telling

the parable of the Good Samaritan, who “fell into the hands of robbers.

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him

half dead,... But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where.the man:was;
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and when he saw him, he took pity on him... He went to him and bandaged
his wounds”. Jesus asked his questioner “who was a neighbour to the man
who fell into the hands of robbers™ and when he replied "The man who had
mercy on him", Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise". (Luke 10:25-37).

With the development of economics and science, the structures of modern
society place primary emphasis on efficiency and on results. Competition
and obsolescence, egoism and discrimination, swagger around stripping
people, beating them up, leaving them half dead. Home and work, family
and friends, one’s good name are so often stripped away, the people left
beaten and half dead. Very many people have indeed been killed. Jesus is
telling us: Go, and be a neighbour to these people in need.

"The Law and the Prophets" - the most important message of the Bible -
namely, to love God and to love one’s neighbour - can be boiled down to
Just one thing. To learn from and to work in accordance with God in His
work of salvation by sharing His compassion for those who are at the
bottom of the social system, harassed and helpless, and by walking with
them in their pain and suffering. That is all we are told to do.

3. EVANGELIZING SOCIETY
The Sacredness of Each Individual

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in. I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.... I tell you the truth, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers [and sisters] of mine, you
did for me.... I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of
the least of these, you did not do for me. (Matthew 25:35-45).

The Last Judgment is described for us in this passage. It is a central
part of the teaching of Jesus. It shows the practical implications of the
command, Love God, and your neighbour as yourself. At the end of our
lives that is the way in which we will be judged on whether or not we
have lived in accordance with that command.

Jesus list five fundamental human rights in this passage: Food, Housing,
Clothing, Health and Freedom. If any one of these rights is taken away,
then the person so oppressed is "one of the least of My brothers and
sisters”.

"Cne of the least" is not a question of comparison with the elite or with
the dregs of society. It points to the youngest child in a family, the
little one whom everyone naturally likes to be with and to protect. Whom
do we in fact, at present, cherish and care for is a question worth
asking ourselves.

We place a very high value on convenience in our lives nowadays. The
result of this is that directly and indirectly we are destroying nature
and polluting the environment on a global level. The so-called

"developing countries"” are made to suffer most of the damage. As a, result
of this rgge of the earth, their food and water supply is robbed from
them. Those who hunger and thirst number over eight hundred million, men,
women and children.

Refugees and displaced people, whose homes and countries have been denied

to them, are forced to live in insecurity and in need elsewhere. Others, ..

swallowing; their pride, are forced to endure discrimination and

exploitation as illegal workers in foreign countries. The men, women and
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children in all these groups are Christ the stranger needing to be
invited in.

Those who are out of worlk and have to leave their family circle, without
anywhere to leave their meagre possessions

The day labourers whose possessions are guarded in a paper bag, without
work or family circle or guarantor, are Christ the naked.

Those who because of illness or age, or mental or nervous stress are
regarded as unsuited for normal social life are condemned to a terrible
solitary dejection. These people are many, and in them Christ is waiting
to be looked after.

There are many people too whom we have imprisoned through categories of
"race", ethnicity, or nationality, or through social tradition or
prejudice. Others we restrict because of their attitudes or beliefs. In
all of these people Christ is waiting for us to visit and look after Him.

Christ is suffering together with all of these least of His brothers and
sisters. He tells us that he is waiting for us to be brother and sister
to them.

To believe in Christ and to live the Good News is to change one’s way of
life by living in accordance with this point of view, God's point of
view. It is to work to change the structures of our families and of our
places of employment accordingly.

Our concern for- the pain and sufferings of these people will spur us to
action. At the beginning no doubt, we will merely be able to give
immediate material help. To send food and clothing, blankets and money.
We may begin to abstain from unnecessary expenditure and to embrace a
simple pattern of life. We will perhaps be drawn to volunteer social
work.

But sooner or later we will find ourselves stranded on a reef. All we are
doing, indeed all we could possible achieve in this way, is just a drop
in the ocean. The condition of the least of our brothers and sisters will
not be changed in the least. This realization is of great importance. We
will be forced to admit to ourselves that we have not done even a part of
what Jesus is asking of us. .

But at the same time we will perhaps say that, with the world the way it
is, that that is all that can be expected. Idealism is fine as a
motivating force, but it remains unreadable in practice. How much does
God in fact expect of us?

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth... "Now the dwelling of God is
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain,
for the old order of things has passed away". (Revelation 21:1-4).

This passage is not speaking of some future world. It describes the way
things should be in our world now that Jesus Christ is together with us
in our human society, now that God h pitched his tent among us. God
wants no one at all to die, to cry ouf in pain, to be overcome with work
because they do not have the basic ne¢essities of a full human llfe.
Food, Houslng, Clothing, Health and Freedom.
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Relief work and volunteer activities alone would never be enough. The
problems are too deeply rooted for that. The structures of society -
political, economic and educational and so on - will have to be changed
and evangelized if the least of these are to be treated in fact as our
brothers and sisters. Without social evangelization we cannot measure up
to the command. All of the service of people of good will on the private
level will end up as a drop in the ocean of pain and suffering.

To compare relief work and volunteer activity with the treatment of
disease, such measures amount to treating the symptoms. This is necessary
of course, but it remains an emergency measure. One must at the same time
get to the source of the disease, and counter it. The root causes of the
sickness and pain we are asked to deal with are not basically in the
people who are suffering and in pain, harassed and helpless. The root
causes of all this misery are to be found in the structures and
organization of our social groupings, in the defective social value
systems. These value systems must to changed to the value system of the
Good News (Romans 14:17): righteousness, peace and joy. It is at this
level that social evangelization finds its rightful scope. -

There is no point in arguing about which comes first, personal
evangelization or social evangelization. If we follow the example of
Jesus Christ we will, while sincerely treating ‘each individual with
respect and concern, confront in God’s name any system or structure which
demeans or denies that person his or her full humanity.

4, THE POWER OF THE POOR AND OPPRESSED
Their Election for the Evangelization of Society

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has
chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his
people, his treasured possession. The Lord did not set his affection on
you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for
you were the fewest of all peoples. [the fewest (NIV) is hinjaku: meager,
poor, scanty in The New Interconfessional Translation (in Japanese, used
by Fr Honda) published by Japan Bible Society, Tokyo, 1987]. (Deuteronomy
7:6-7).

Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of
noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the
wise; god chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. he
chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the
things that are not - to nullify the things that are, so that no one may
boast before him.... Therefore, as it is written: ‘Let him who boasts
boast in the Lord"”. (1 Corinthians 1:26-31).

This passage is regarded as the core text on the subject of "God's
Election". In it we see clearly what kind of people God chose as His
collaborators in His work of salvation, and why He chose them. God chose
the weakest and poorest people, those who were regarded as unlearned and
powerless, those who amounted to nothing, those who were beneath
consideration by society at large. With the work of salvation entrusted
to this sort of person no one could pretend that it was human power .or
technique which brought about the results. It would be clear to all that
the work was indeed the work of God Himself. :

I would like to clear up one misunderstanding into which we are al} quite

likely to fall in dealing with the evangelization of society. Fr A}bert

Nolan O.P. of South Africa writes as follows: ! ’
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Perhaps we have felt, up to the present, that the problem of the poor
people was something that we had to solve, by relief work and by
changing the oppressive structures of society. That we, who are not
poor, we who are educated and have a middle-class consciousness, and
who hold leadership positions in the church, must save the poor as
_they obviously do not have the strength or capacity to see a way out
of their problems. Or else we have thought that we must teach them to
liberate themselves by their own strength. That is a classical
development theory. But in all these cases it is we who are the
principal agents!

In fact, most of our well-intentioned interventions are mistaken and
either cause more problems than they solve or complicate things even
more. This kind of troublesome mix-up comes from the delusion that the
Good News and the Church is our private preserve. We are inclined to
think that the Good News is a present we share around, something we like
especially to give to those who do not yet have it!

But Christ is incarnate in all people, and in all people the work of
salvation is being continued - the passover from suffering and death
through to resurrection. The Good News is not something to be shared or
given out or taught. It is telling people that the work of salvation, the
kingdom of God, has already begun in them. It is through one’s way of
living that one preaches. So it is in precisely those people who share
most deeply in the sufferings of Christ that the resurrection of Christ
and the power of His liberation are most richly stored up.

Albert Nolan tells us:

It astounds us to realize that it is the poor who know what must be
done, and how it should be done, not anyone else. It is not just that
the poor know better than anyone else the structures of society which
oppress them and possess the full power to solve those problems. It
is the poor alone who can move to appropriate action. This may well
come as a great shock to us, and turn everything we thought we knew
upside down. It will be a very good opportunity for us to make a real
and authentic conversion.

Look for a moment at what the Bible says about conversion:
"The time has come,' he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news!" (Mark 1:15). :

These were Jesus’ first words when he began his work of evangelization.
It gives us an important key to understanding the Good News properly.
"The kingdom of God" refers to God's work of salvation and liberation
begun by Jesus Christ. God’s work of salvation and liberation has begun
right now with you. Believe this Good News. Live your life in accordance
with God’'s work of salvation and of liberation. You are hereby invited!
There is just one condition: In order to be able to believe this Good
News and to life accordingly, one must first Repent. (Repent: the Greek
word is metanoia: change your standard of thinking, judging and acting).

"Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped,
but made Rhimself nothing, '
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taking the very nature of a
: servant....

(Philippians 1:5-7).

To repent means to change my standard of thinking, judging and acting, in
imitation of Christ, to that of those people who are placed in the
wealest position in society.

Even if we are told not to be prejudiced against people, not to
discriminate against them, as long as we see and Judge from the
standpoint in which we are at present, we will have no consciousness of
discriminating against anyone and there will be no change in our way of
living at all. But if we place ourselves on the side of those who are
actually experiencing the pain of discrimination, and look at the
situation from their point of view and then reconsider our attitudes, we
will be able for the first time how, unconsciously or even with all the
good will in the world, our words and actions have wounded and caused
suffering to those who were in a weak position in 3001ety.

In the words of Psalm 113:5-6:

Who is like the Lord our God,

the One who sits enthroned on high,
who stoops down to look

on the heavens and the earth?

It is by stooping down to look that we will, for the first time, be able
to see, among those people whom God has chosen, whom society has
dispersed to its fringes, how God Himself is suffering with them and
working with them for their salvation and liberation. In other words, we
will come to be able to believe the Good News.

Pope Paul VI’'s Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, dated December
8, 1975, points out four essential elements in evangelization: to
understand the other, to receive the other, to share the sufferings of
the other, to work together with the other. To understand means to take a
position lower than that of the other person (under-stand). To put it in
another way, if you wish to understand another, to be together with
someone who is suffering and despised, the attitude of wanting to be
told, wanting to be taught, is a necessary condition. We may say that it
is the pre-requisite of metanoia, if we are to be able to believe the
Good News.

We must begin then by allowing ourselves to be taught how to cooperate
with God’'s work of salvation and liberation. And the only place to learn
is among those in society who are in the weakest position, those among
whom God is working His salvation.

We are confronted with the necessity of learning from the poor. They
have a special insight and wisdom which we do not have. The reason
for this is that we are not poor, that we have not experienced what
it is to be oppressed.

To put it in theological terms: Thq instrument which God has chosen
to change the world is not people like you and me. We must realize
and accept that He has chosen the poor and oppressed.

For us as followers of Christ, the appropriate stance to take in order
that all the people in the world and all creation might be saved and
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liberated, is to learn from, be in solidarity with, and cooperate with
those who are placed in the weakest position in society.

Our immediate.need perhaps, is for a contemplative eye, a quiet and deep
awareness to be able to comprehend the Lord passing over through
suffering and death to the liberation of the resurrection in our
societies. For this insight we need a faith rooted in the Good News and
prayer crying forth from our hearts.

5. JUSTICE AND PEACE
The Heart of Evangelization

For I have chosen [Abraham], so that he will direct his children and his
household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right
and Jjust, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has
promised him. (Genesis 18:19).

This is the first occurrence of the word ‘justice’ (literally, Jjustice
and judgment) in the Bible. Abraham was the father of the People of
Israel whom God had chosen as the instrument of His work of salvation
under the Covenant. God’s plan was that "all nations on earth will be
blessed through {Abraham].” (Genesis 18:18). The means to this are
outlined in the passage quoted above: to keep the way of the Lord - by
doing what is right and just. The way of the Lord IS ‘right and just"
IS Jjustice.

We find the same insistence in the words of Jesus (Matthew 6:33): "But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness". The very reason for
Israel’s election lies here, as does that of the new people of God.

Justice is the point in common between the Lord God and His people
throughout the Bible. This comes out most strikingly in the Messianic
Prophecies. For example, Isaiah 9:2-7:

The people wallking in darimess have seen a great light....

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace....

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was destroyed by the Assyrian Empire in
721 B.C. These words of God through His prophet Isaiah were spoken at
that time. From David’s line another King will rise, a King of Peace.
Peace (Shalom) does not mean simply the absence of invasion and war, but
rather ‘the works of justice and mercy’ in soc1ety, doing what is right
and just.: Without ‘the works of justice and mercy’ in society, dblng what
is right and Just, how can peace come to the world?

But we often react against words like’ justice and judgment. While lmowing
quite well that these words are of ceptral importance (when it comes to
personal matters we are quite sensitive to fair/unfair), there is still a
tendency to lock these problems up in the Old Testament. Some people have
something like an allergy to the very mention of Justice and Peace!

There are: people who believe that Jesus preached love and joy and peace,
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and that that is excellent. But leave justice out of it, they seem to
say. But no matter where you look at the Bible, in either the 0ld or the
‘New Testaments, you will find no mention of love and joy and peace
without insistence on justice and on judgment. Perhaps it is we who are
wrong.

Why. then are justice and judgment necessary conditions for the peace for
which God works?

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him....
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears,
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

(Isaiah 11:1-5).

This is another Messianic Prophecy from Isaiah. Jesse was the father of
David. Though David’s kingdom fall, the same family will bring forth a
new David, full of the Spirit of the Lord. The Spirit of the Lord refers
throughout the Bible to the work of salvation: the presence of the God
working creatively and powerfully. The new king will make the realization
of justice his special responsibility:

but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

When we hear the word justice or the word Judgment we give these words
connotations of strictness and of cold formality. But in the Biblical
sense, from God’s point of view, it is quite the opposite. God looks at
human affairs from the point of view of the oppressed, He looks with
compassion on the sufferings and pain of His people. He stands on the
side of the weak and the poor, and from a heart which burns to bring
mercy and compassion, love and peace into full flower, is setting about
restoring the rights which have been robbed from His poor. Jesus Christ
put into effect in real life the command which He said was the first and
greatest of the commandments: to love God, and to love one’s neighbour as
oneself.

The usual viewpoint that justice and judgment are best left to God as no
human being can be truly objective and neutral is contrary to the value
system of the Good News. Neither justice nor judgment can be achieved if
there is no compassion for the suffering and pain of the oppressed.

We should learn from the Lord who was together with the poor, the
oppressed and the victimized people in society. God Himself is calling us
to take the same stand, and to cooperate with Him in His work of
salvation. :

This is what the Lord says:

Do what is just and right.
Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed.

Do no wrong or violence to the alien, the fatherless or the widow..,.
. -

(Jeremiah 22:3).
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The work of justice is to rebuild individuals and families, peoples and
nations and all their groups together with the whole natural environment
and all created things, so that all can fulfill properly their God-given
roles while enjoying their God-given rights.

Peace is born from this restructuring of nature and all that God has
made.

Judgment is the restoration of peace and joy and freedom by adopting the
stand of those whose rights have been robbed from them, by restoring
their God-given roles to all and everything in creation which has been
neglected or ignored.

The Lord has taught us in a very understandable way about the connection
between judgment and peace:

I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the
injured and strengthen the wealk, but the sleek and the strong I-will
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.

As for you, my flock... Is it not enough for you to feed on the good
pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet?
Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the
rest with your feet? Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and
drink what you have muddied with your feet? ...

Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep
with your horns until you have driven them away, I will save my flock,
and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and
another. I will place over them one shepherd... and he will tend them and
be their shepherd.... I will make a covenant of peace with them.

(Ezekiel 34:16-25).

This shows us the judgment, the fairness of God. Fairness is not some
abstract average treatment of everything, some kind of pacifism which
destroys all individuality and initiative. The same word is used in
Hebrew for judgment and fairness, but it is conceived of concretely, not
abstractly. It is the restoration of rights, freedom and joy to each
particular individual by a heart which warmly respects them personally.
The lost person has his personal position restored; the alienated has the
freedom to live with others restored; the wounded person has his pain
wiped away and the weak person is given the power to stand up by himself
or herself. This whole process is the building of peace. It is a power, a
gift from the Lord.

Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you;
he rises to show you compassion.
For the Lord is a God of justice. (Isaiah 30:18).

Justice is the work of God’s grace. Judgment is the result of God's
compassion, feeling the pain of His poor together with them. There is
nothing here of legal coldness or selfish hate or self-protection or.
complaint. It comes from the passionate longing for peace.

Still the'Spirit is poured upon us from on high....
Justice will dwell in the desert and righteousness in the fertile field.
The fruit of righteousness will be peace;
the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence fbrever.
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My people will live in peaceful dwelling places,
in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest. (Isaiah 32:15-18).

Justice and judgment are the work of God and the Lord Jesus Christ and
the Holy Spirit. They lie at the heart of the work of salvation in order
that the peace of God may be born and flourish among men. And peace is
the core of love.

All the Messianic Prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The Lord who
is already at work together with those who are victims in the building up
of a new people of God, calls to us too to continue with them, the work
of salvation and of liberation, of justice and of peace.

N
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