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26 HAKEAR Thursday 26¢th

HoHy 7:00 Morning Prayer

B 7:45 Breakfast

@l 9:00 Talk

it B B8 fii 05 10:00 Departure Prep.
Iy 10:45 Mas s

B 11:45 Lunch

BREEH Ends with lunch
S Remarks

I1RBRBENV - BATTRRIVFTTROIEVWERVWETHLLEIBLLZEVWWEZL £7.
1 We ask that the dishes be done and the

dining room prepared by volunteers,

2RBOHY -V REEZFVELEATTOLEEBNTTEW,

2 On the 26th please fold the sheets and
towels and put them in the downstairs
hall,

BKBHDYFDDHDLLDIXTOHETRD 7.
3 Drinks etc, will b e in the first floor

classroom on Tuesday night.

4+ BT ERTEARTH»MCLTTEN,
4 After 10 P.M. please try to be as quiet

as Possible.

SHRE -HEZ3RBTHIRa2HBLTTXV, .
S5 Please refrain from smoking in the din

ing room and the meeting rooms.,

CHEZYHERDOELZANRTTEY,
6 Please park the cars in the kindergard

en playground.

Thank You
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1992 GENERAL MEETING

From March 24 to March 26, the Oblales came from all
over Japan and Korea for their annuval CGencral Mecling.
This year the inpul person was Bishop Takeo OKADA from Lhe
Urawa diocese. The Lopic was Evangelization/Mission.

The Bishop lirst gave us an overview of his approach,
then a more delailed vision of the problems involved and
finally left us with many problems Lo discuss, now and in
the future.

Hle showed us wherc Lhe Vatican II documcnl on Lhe
Liturgy (SC) was like Lhe FOUNDATIONS/ROOTS of everything
that followed. Afler which Lhe one on Lhe Church (LG) was
like the TRUNK, Lhe various olher documents werc Lhe
BRANCHES, and rinally Lhe documenls on Missions (AG) and
on the Church in the Modern World (GS) were the
FLOWERING/FRUIT.

The above were produced in the 1963-1965 years. The
document on Lvangelization (EN) was on the 10th anniv-
ersary of Lhe lasl two documenls and Lhe one on Mission
(RM) was on Lhe 25th and these wold be the basis for his
on-going Lalks.

From the very beginning the GS document includes a
tension between Mission and Evangelization. Paul VI chose
Lo emphasize Lhe Lheme of evangelization in EN in the line
of the greal Social Encyclicals starting with RERUM
NOVARUM. John Paul II has choscn Lo sLress Lhe aspecl of
Mission in REDEMPTORIS MISSIO. This shows us that Lhe
Popes CLhemselves are struggling with the lension and
interplay that exist belween Lhe two concepls, emphasizing
one without denying the other, always showing Lhem not as
an “either/or” but as a “but also® wision.

We can see that when the pendalum seems to go in Lhe
direction of one, the documenlts emphasizc Lhe olher and
vice-versa.

The Church is constantly slruggling with Lhe problen
also of the relationship of Lhe Church with the World, in
Lhe concrete, belween Religion and Politics/Econonics.
Some documents and slatemenlts Forlhrightly Lry Lo show Lhe
underlying vision Lhal Pol/Econ should be based on the
basic spiril of Religion. OLhers make it clear cut Lhat
Religion and Pol/FEcon do not mix. Again Lhe Lension is
clear.

Other problems arise because of sLalemenls that
originate from the Universal Church as opposed to Lhe
Local Churches; f[rom Lhose emanaling from Lhe Curial
decisions as opposcd Lo Loecal decisions.  Thoese local
decisions can emanate [rom a local diocesc, from Lhe



Hierarchy of a whole country, or of a region as the
Federation of Asian Bishops (FABCQ).

To further complicate things, we may have decisions
coming from a bishop, as oppused to decisions of priests
or even laity on the local level. The fact thal each one
comes to different conclusions about Mission/Evangeli-
zation is quite normal since from the beginning in GS you
already have that tension.

The above tension of Mission/Evangclization is clear in
NICE I, where this body, when considering the foundational
orientation of the Japanese Church, decided to emphasize
Evangelization. NICE I looked upon the gap that exists
between our life within the Church and its applicalion to
the Modern World, in order to bring into focus and unify
our call to evangelize the struclures of Society. At the
present time, there is a movement within the Japanese
Church fo follow the swing of the pendulum toward stress
on Mission.

While re-introducing us to the central message of EN,
the Bishop began with the VAT II definition of Laity, but
then followed this up with the newer approach of the Synod
on the Laity held in the *80’s. This latter stressed that
rather than say the Laity work in the World whercas the
Priests in the Church, the whole Church itself works in
the World with Laity and Priest having different roles,
different ministries. This is based on incarnational
theology.

Again the tensjon between Mission (Lhe proclamation of
the Gospel) and Evangelization (the renewal of the Earth),
and also belween Lhe Spiritual Order and the Temporal
Order, came to the fore.

EN was produced after the '71 Synod on JUSTICE AND PEACE
with its cmphasis that these wcre integral to Lhc Gospel
Message (incl. Human Rights, Dignity of Psople, Respect
for Life) with its message of TransfTormation of Lhe World
and the 74 Synod on Evangelization in Today's World,
continuing in the direction of the previous Synod, with
the added element of Liberation of Peoples.

It is at this point that EN was produced. It emphasized
again that Evangelizalion is a PROCESS with the interplay
of very many elements and aspects ncither one of which
contains the WHOLE truth, ALL being necessary including
both direct proclamation and witness as well as working
toward the transformation of VALUES in Cultures, keeping
the positive ones, renewing Lhe negative ones and giving
direction to the neutral ones. All these elements are
mutually influencing each other at all times.

The necessity of the Church to involve itself in Social



and Liberational Tssucs (Tllitecracy, Human Rights, Right
to Life etc etc) i.e. the temporal order, certainly
exists, but by Lhc same Loken we cannot forget the
spiritual order. And vice versa, Lhe spritual order must
exist, or religion disappears, bul il musl also have its
role in the temporal order. As mentioncd before, herein
lies the tension, Lhe never-ending struggle to find the
balance between the two.

Looking at the rools of Lhe cvils of illiteracy, the gap
between rich/poor etc elc as coming from Lhe piling up of
individual sins into a structural sin in society. Though
the word SIN is never used, the Popes have outlined the
concept in there recent encyclicals. This SIN comes from
three major passions, that toward malerialism/consumerism,
that of power/domination and that of idolatry/letting
ourselves be governed by self-made gods.

We can fight Lhesc only by itdenlifying ourselves with
the poor, kceping a right vision of personhood with its
values of dignity of the person, respect for life. That
is where the SocialislL/Communist/Capitalist Systems have
failed.

After VAT II and EN, there has been the danger ofl.
identifying this emphasis on Evangelization wilh Social
Action and that this last would be sufflicient. So the
present Pope decided to bring us back to a tradilional
view of Christian Lcaching by re-emphasizing Mission
withoul denying tLhe nccessity of Evangelizalion. The
struggle goes on.

Our Mission is bascd on the original mission from Lhe
Father to the Son, from whence comes the mission of Lhe -
Spirit. And all 3 in different ways mission us Lhe People
of God: the Father being the Prime Missioner, Lhe Son
being the Direct Missioner, and the Spirit being the
Actual/Everyday Missioner.

With this RM restates Lhat it is not sufficient Lo fight
evil, but we must also stlress conversion and hope; il is
not sufficient Lo be a social worker, bul the proclamalion
of Jesus Christ as Lhe unique Saviour is imporlaul; that
it is not sufficienl to have Action, but that we also need
Prayer; that it is not sufficient to find Lhe Values in
Society and to develop Lhem, bubt also Lo witness Jesus
Christ.

NICE I had taken Lhesc Lwo elements as Lhe basic outlook
of Lhe Japanese Church, bul had choscn Lo stress Lhe
former as had most documents since Vatican II had also
done.

The Pope reminds us Lhat we must avoid Lhe two extremes
of an “anlhropo-centered” and “Lheo-centered” notion of



God’s Kingdom, to one centered in the Redeeming Christ and
his Church.

Afler reminding us Lhal the Spiril acls in and Lhrough
other Religions and Cultures, Lhe Bishop discussed the
meaning of Mission which nceds 3 dilferent Japanese
expressions Lo explain it: HAKEN/SHIMEI/SENKYO. This
mission is Lo the areas that iguore Chrisl; Lhal haven’l
sufficiently received his message; and that have been de-
christianized. Tl also encompasses nol only new lands,
but new situations (cities, immigrants elc etec) and the
whole field of communication.

In treating the Paths of Mission, aflter re-proclaiming
the usual paths of witness, direct proclamat.ion,
conversion and baptism, the bishop spent much time on the
last two items of John Paul’s suggestions of Inculturalion
(incarnation in and transformation of cultures) and
Dialogue with other religions, always keeping in mind the
need for evangelization in this process. lere the Pope
seems to be tying Logclher the Mission/Evangelizalion axis.

Bishop Okada finished by inlroducing us to Lhe most
recent FABC reportl which siresses the need in Lhe Asian
area for acting as Christ did which is a proclamation;
dialogue with other religions and cultures to find points
of unity; and direct proclamalion. 1Tt also slresses Lhe
need Lo Lhink of nol only what the Church of Asia must DO
but also what it must BE in this vast area. The
suggeslion is thal we put on the face of Lhe COMPASSIONATE
Christ, in order Lo be and feel WITH Lhe Asian people:
poor, womcn elc elc

RM as EN, though stressing one or Lhe other of the
Evangelization/Mission axis doecs give some Lime Lo Lhe
other stress. RM toward the cnd, in describing the role
of Aclive Congregations as well as that of Women's
Congregations and of the Laity in general, reminds us of
Lhe necessity of involving ourselves in the various social
works and pressing problems of Lhe Limes, which we have
pointed out so far.

The bishop also introduced us to Lhe FABC report of 1990
which re-emphasizes most of the points which were brought
out so far, especially as it applies Lo Lhe Asian scenc.

He finished by giving us an evalualion of the
Honda/Brzostowski debale aboul “Reaping Mission” as
opposcd Lo “Implantation Mission”. Conceeding thal the
vision of Fr llonda is a very imporlLanl conlribution to our
outlook, he also emphasized thal the Lraditional Leaching
of implantation must go hand in hand wilh that view. We
see another tension belween Lwo opposiles which we can
only reconcile not by eliminating Lhe other but by
cooperalbing wilh ilL.



For me personally, this mecting helped me Lo put both
sides of lissues in perspective, from VAT IT, Uhru EN and
RM, as well as the above mentioned debate. I could not
help but recall Ron’s Lhesis in its lalesl version where a
number of these problems were well analyzed.



