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Dear Fellcw Oblates,

Almost a month has passed since our meeting was held
in Kochi, and we were particularly happy with the large
number who responded to the invitation to participate in
our Congress. It meant a great sacrifice of time away
from our work. It says something strongly about us, namely,
it shows the sense of responsibility each one feels for this
mission. Over and above that, it expresses our desire to be
together as Oblates. The readiness to be open, to share, to

listen, and to pray together says much for our unity.

A number of elements that are found in the reports of
previous Congresses are also found in our new Mission State-
ment, such as Community, Prayer, Proclamation, Interdepen-
dence, Kingdom Values, Apostolate and the most Abandoned.
This should be no surprise because these elements are con-
tained in our Rule. However, in our October Meeting a very
strong spirit of unity and a deep desire to move ahead to-

gether was evident ... our unity of purpose was strengthened.

In this same spirit and capitalizing on the momentum
which was gained at our Kochi meeting, we felt we should now
prepare for our March'84 meeting. The purpose of the meet-
ing will be to formulate criteria for the Japanese Mission.
This topic was also suggested in the evaluation papers con-
cerning the October Meeting.
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In addition, we hope to produce a Manual on the "Elements
of our Vision/Mission Statement." The preparatory work done
in the Districts will give us, as Oblates, yet another op-
portunity for faith-level sharing.

Each of these projects will be explained in the follow-
ing pages. Let us be open to the Spirit for guidance, en-
lightenment and wisdom.

Fraternally in Jesus and Mary,
Angelo Siani, 0.M.I.

John K. Mahoney, 0.M.I.

John Deely, 0.M.I.
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VISION-MISSION STATEMENT OF THE VICE PROVINCE
OF JAPAN

We THE OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE OF JAPAN ARE CALLED
BY THE HoLy SPIRIT, As A CHRISTIAN CommuniTy (C, 37-44,
R. 23-28)., FOR THE PROCLAMATION OF. AND WITNESS TO JESUS
CHrisT, (C. 2)
IN A SPIRIT OF INTERDEPENDENCE AMONGST OURSELVES AND
WITH ALL AROUND Us:(C.6 )
- WE SEEK AND EMBRACE THE KINGDOM VALUES IN THE
PEOPLE, THEIR RELIGIONS, TRADITIONS AND CULTURE.
(C. 8 R.8) -
= WE FOSTER AND WORK WITH CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES AND
OTHER KINGDOM BUILDING COMMUNITIES. (C, 6)
- WE PROCLAIM THE GooD NEWS TO THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER
HEARD GoD’s WORD, ESPECIALLY THE MOST ABANDONED.
(Cb5.,7.9,)

WE DO ALL OF THIS TO BRING ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD.,
(C.5.7.9,)



The Vision/Mission Statement
of the Oblate Provincial Discernment Congress held in Kochi,
in October of 1983 is dedicated to
Mary Immaculate

who, "in her faith response and total openness to the call

of the Spirit, is the model and guardian of our consecrated
life." (C. 13) and that we her Oblates like her might become
more perfect cooperators of her Son in building up the Kingdom.
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PREPARATION FOR OUR MARCH'84 CONGRESS ON CRITERIA

+

CRITERIA - NORMS - GUIDLINES
as presented by the Groups
in Plenary Session, Oct. 21

GROUP #I

1.

All works should be undertaken with the awareness of witness-
ing and, at least, some hope that proclamation by word may,
someday, be possible.

2. Simplicity of life-style.

3., Our Christian communities should be characterized by the
highest possible level of commitment, apostolicity, and,
all of the other elements implied in the term 'Christian
Community' - prophetic communities for the Church in
Japan.

4, Every Oblate in Japan should cultivate a deep relation
with the Oblate- community where his apostolate is heard,
tested, and supported.

5. A genuine sensitivity to the troubles of people in need
should characterize our service.

GROUP i#2

1. Within a given apostolate to seek out and respond to those
who need it most.

2. Recognize the lay people as co-workers.

3. Willingness to learn from people, and understand culture.

4, Communal prayer is most important for gaining wisdom and
strength of Our Lord.

5. That all works in their variety be a sign of unity.

6. May Mary's openness to the Spirit be a sign to us in all of
our endeavors.

7. As prophets in the new world, we stand up against injustice.

GROUP #3

1. That the work be geared to the most abandoned.

2. That the work meet the urgent needs of the Japanese Church
and society.

3. That the work foster Kingdom values, especially Jjustice.



Group #3
4. That the work be prophetic.
5. That the work have as its ultimate goal the possibility
of forming Christian Communitites.
6. That the work be subject to discernment on local, district,

or provincial level . . .
+

Explanatory Note

Immediately following the Congress, the Provincial
Council and our moderator, Jim Sullivan, reviewed the above
eighteen criteria (since we really didn't have the time to
review them in Plenary Session) and reworked them to eliminate
those that overlapped with others, or, to eliminate those
that did not seem (on second thought) to be real norms. The
list was reduced to the following twelve criteria, but -
and this is important to remember - the list is'by no means
'final'. As was mentioned at the Congress, we are looking
for a concrete formulation of our criteria. That requires -
time - time to gather 'additional' criteria - time to
clarify and reformulate -~ and, time to document, etc. Kkeeping
in mind the fact that the basis of our criteria is something
that we have all accepted in principle, namely, our "Vision/
Mission Statement".

PROPOSED WORKING-LIST OF CRITERIA

1. All works should be undertaken with the awareness of wit-
nessing, and, at least, some hope that proclamation by word
may, someday, be possible, ie that all our work have as
its ultimate goal the possibility of forming Christian
Communities.

2. That our life-style contest the world's false absolutes
of money, power, and exploitation

- that we live the poverty and availability of Jesus
as radically as possible (Lk. 9: 57-62

- That we will guard against the temptation to spread
more and more of our resources on ourselves and our

institutions. (Orange pamphlet on Community,pages 12-
13)



- That we will not, by our life-styles, excite envy and
jealousy. (Orange pamphlet on Community, pagres 12-13)

- That our goods will be properly used along the lines
of our missionary thrust. (Orange pamphlet on Community,
page 19).

3. Our Christian communities should be characterized by the
highest possible level of commitment, apostolicity, and,
of all the other elements implied in the term Christian
Community - prophetic communities for the Church in Japan.
(Perhaps further explicitation of 'prophetic communities

is needed ).

4, Every Oblate in Japan should cultivate a deep relation
with the Oblate Community where his apostolate is heard,
tested, and supported and his work be subject to dis-
cernment on the local, district, or provincial level.

5. In our communities, we will attend to the needs of troubled
people and we Wwill gear our work to the most abandoned.

6. We will recognize lay people as co-workers.

7. We will always cultivate an open and respectful attitude
toward the people among whom we live, as well as toward
the values imbedded n their culture.

8. Our communities will determine the time for communal
prayer, whereby the community will turn itself 'collectively'
towards the Lord to seek his guidance, sing His praises,
implore His forgiveness, and to ask for the strength to
continue in His service.

9. The works of the Province, in their variety, should be
a sign of unity. We believe with Paul that we are never
alone - that we are always of a team (Col. 14: 10-14)
continuing the mission of the 'servant' Christ by re-
sponding to the needs of people.

10 As prophets in the new world, we will stand up against

injustice and work to foster Kingdom values, especially
Jjustice.

11 Our work should meet the urgent needs of the Japanese Church
and society.

12 That we be prophetic in order to transform society.



PREPARATION FOR MARCH'84 CONGRESS

Each District is asked to review the lists above and then
to clarify and reformulate them . Your formulation should
be as concrete as possible, adding 'additional' criteria
if desired.

TIMETABLE

Your lists of criteria should be returned to the Council
by December 15, 1983. Your lists will be reviewed by the
Council to eliminate duplication.

The work of all the Districts will then be put together
in a packet by the Council and a copy will be returned to you.
These proposed criteria will be divided up among the Districts
for work on reflection sheets (working Papers).

Thank you.
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Re Manual on Elements of our Vision/Mission Statement

General Instructions

There are eleven elements in the Statement.

Everyone is invited to the prayer and reflection and to the
 brain-storming that will be required to develop these elements
into something that will help us to be true; faithful to our
Vision/Mission Statement. The members of each district are
asked to help in documenting the elements that the particular
District has been asked to cover, eg., by suggesting Scripture
texts, Church Documents, Asian Documents, past Congresses and
the Constitutions and Rules re those elements, a bibliography,
related knowledge that will give the element(s) meaning for
Japan (the reality in which we find ourselves). And by the
same token, everyone is invited to suggest to other Districts
the fruit of his reflections or material which he thinks might
help the other District(s) in its/their working-paper (here
after refered to as a "reflection sheet". (Model for Reflection
sheet is included in the following pages)

Timetable

- The reflection sheets on the work done in Districts should
be returned to the Provincial Council by January 31, 1984.

- All District reflection sheets will be reworked by the
Council in order to eliminate duplication and to present
this work in a unified format.

- The edited form will be returned to you by March 15, 1984,
for your comments.

- We hope to have the Manual printed by May, 1984.
- Thank you.
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ELEMENTS OF VISION/MISSION STATEMENT
OF THE JAPANESE VICE PROVINCE

Called by the Holy Spirit.

As a Christian Community (OMI) and in a spirit of inter-
dependence amongst ourselves.

Proclamation of Jesus Christ.
Witness to Jesus Christ.

A spirit of interdependence with all around us, (with
society, church).

We seek and embrace Kingdom values in the people, their
religions, traditions and culture.

We foster and work with Christian Communities.
And other Kingdom building communities (non-christian).

We proclaim the Good News to those who have never heard
God's Word.

Especially the most abandoned.

To bring about the Kingdom of God.



ALLOCATION OF WORK
WORK IN DISTRICTS

TOKYO0 Dick, Ray, Jack Numbers 6 & 8

6. We seek and embrace Kingdom values in the people, their
religions, taditions and culture.
8. And other Kingdom building communities (non-christian)

ITAMI - TOKUSHIMA Dick, Ron, Jose, Bert, Ed, Jan,Gerard
Fran
Itami Number 1

1. Called by the Holv Spirit.
Tokushima Numbers &4 & 5

4, Witness to Jesus Christ.

5. A spirit of interdependence with all around us,(with
society, church).

FUKUOKA Wency, Len, Mike Numbers 2 & 7

2. As a Christian Community (OMI) and in a spirit of inter-
dependence amongst ourselves.
7. We foster and work with Christian Communities.

KOCHI Tom, Bill, John Iwo, Lei, Tosa, Jerry, Ange, J K Mahoney,
Numbers 3,9,10, 11

Proclamation of Jesus Christ.

9. We proclaim the Good News to those who never heard God's
Word.

10 Especially the most abandoned.

11 To bring about the Kingdom of God.
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( Model for reflection sheets on the different elements of
the Vision/Mission Statement)

( N.B. - the words within brackets ( ) are instructions not
to be included in the Reflection Sheet.)

(Number and title of the element being treated)

3 PROCLAIMING CHRIST AND THE KINGDOM OF THE FATHER.
I Bible Texts:

1. Rom. 16,25

"Glory to him who is able to give you strength to live
according to the Good News I preach, and in which I
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery
kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it
must be broadcast to the pagans everywhere to bring them
to the obedience of faith."

2. I Cor. 2,2

"During my stay with you, the only knowledge I claimed
was Jesus, and only about him as the crucified Christ."

3. Mt. 6,33

"Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his
rlghteousness, and all these other things will be
given you as well."

4. Mt. 4,17

"From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the
message, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close
at hand'."

5. Mt. 5,2-16

"'How happy are the poor in spirit;

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Happy the gentle:

they shall have the earth for their heritage.

Happy those who mourn:

they shall be comforted.

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:
they shall be satisfied.

Happy the merciful:

they shall have mercy shown them.

Happy the pure in heart:

they shall see God.

Happy the peacemakers:

they shall be called sons of God.

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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'Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you

and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account.

Re joice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven;
this is how they persecuted the prophets before you.

Salt of the earth and light of the world
'You are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes tast-
less, what can make it salty again? It is good for nothing

and can only be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by
men. '

'You are the light of the world. A city on a hill-top
cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under

a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for
everyone in the house. In the same way your light must
shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works,
they may give the praise to your Father in heaven."

II CHURCH DOCUMENTS: /™

1.

Vatican II

LUMEN GENTIUM 5. " ... henceforward the Church ... receives
the mission of proclaiming and establishing among all
peoples the kingdom of Christ and of- God, and she is, on
earth, the seed and the beginning of that kingdom..."

EVANGELII NUNTIANDI 8."As an evangelizer, Christ first
of all proclaims a kingdom, the Kingdom of God; and this
is so important that, by comparison, everything else be-
comes "the rest;"which is "given in addition."

11."Christ accomplished this proclaimation of the King-
dom of God through the untiring preaching of a word
which, it will be said, has no equal elsewhere: "Here

is a teaching that is new, and with authority behind it."

13."Those who sincerely accept the Good News, through =
the power of this acceptance and of shared faith, there-
fore gather together in Jesus' name in order to seek to-
gether the Kingdom, build it up and live it."

20. "Nevertheless, the Kingdom which the Gospel proclaims
is lived by men who are profoundly linked to a culture,
and the building up of the Kingdom cannot avoid borrowing
the elements of human culture or cultures."

22. ..."There is no true evangelization if the name,
the teaching, the life, the promises, the Kingdom and

the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not
proclaimed."

34. Hence, when preaching 1liberation and associating
herself with those who are working and suffering for it,
the Church is certainly not willing to restrict her mission
only to the religious field and dissociate herself from
man's temporal problems. Nevertheless she reaffirms the
primacy of her spiritual vocation and refuses to replace
the proclaimation of the Kingdom by the proclaimation of
forms of human liberation; she even states that her con-
tribution to liberation is incomplete if she neglects to

proclaim salvation in Jesus Christ."
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3. (Somthing from an Asian Document or leave out)

III DOCUMENTS OF THE CONGREGATION

1. Constitutions and Rules

C.5"We are a missionary Congregation. Our principal
service in the Church is to proclaim Christ and his
Kingdom to the most abandoned."

C.9 "We announce the liberating presence of Jesus Christ
and the new world born in his resurrection."

C. 11. "Our mission is to proclaim the Kingdom of God
and to seek it before all else (cf, Mt. 6:33)."

C. 32. ".. Our life in all its dimensions is a prayer that,
in us and through us, God's Kingdom come."

C. 37. "By growing in unity of heart and mind, we bear
witness before the world that Jesus lives in our midst
and unites us in order to send us out to proclaim God's
reigh."

IV MEANING

We are pastoral agents and we must never lose sight of this
important aspect of our mission. At every moment we keep
our identity ... preachers of the Good News ... proclaiming
Christ and the Kingdom of His Father. We continue the
mission of Christ ... to do the will of His Father. Jesus
affirms that God is the God of the Kingdom, and the King-
dom is the expression of that which the Gospels call the
will of God. Actually, the Kingdom of the love of God,

the Kingdom of the Lord in the world: that is the will of
Father. 1In the Our Father we pray: "thy Kingdom,come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven". Reall}?oth ex-
pressions have the same basic meaning since the will of the
Father is , precisely that the Kingdom be built.

To proclaim Christ, the Liberator of human beings, from the
yoke of personal and social sin is our announcing with words,
with witness, with actions that show the arrival of the
Kingdom. All of this presupposes God's intervention, a
gratuitous gift, but also the use of efficacious means.

The Kingdom of God, evidently, implies dinamism. It
announces an event and expresses God's intervention al-
ready begun but not yet totally completed.

V Bibliography:

1. Evangelii Nuntiandi, Paul VI, 1975.
Especially Chapter III - The Content of Evangelization

2. Evangelization in the Contemporary World - The Synod of
Bishops 1974.

3.(Any other articles or books appropriate to Asia or in
English or Japanese.)
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VI HELPFUL KNOWLEDGE ( any ideas that may help knowledge and
skill on this element)

1. Content of Evangelization in the Modern World.
2. Oblate Manual of Animation - Mis 8,12,13,15.

VII SUGGESTIONS: (any ideas that will help put this element into
practice)

1. Community (District) reflections on the understanding
of the Kingdom of God.

AAu‘-L w7
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Dear Fellow Oblates,

The Council met in Kochi, January 20 & 21, to work on
the suggested lists of criteria which were the fruit of the
work done in the Districts. Before tackling the task of
combining and wording, we listened to a tape of a talk on
Criteria given by Jim Sullivan at our October meeting'83.

I am including most of it here since the talk had a great i
influence on our working procedure.

Criteria by Jim Sullivan

We are in an ongoing project of clerifying our works. We are
supposed to always evaluate our works... bring them up to date
...evaluate the way we do our work ... and there should be no

fear about this, if we want to proclaim the Kingdom. So there
should be no fear... we: should want. to:sfudy this...even the

guy himself... the only fear would be that, "I'm afraid I'm

not doing something for the Kingdom." I just like what I'm doing
and I'll do it my way. IZdon't want anyone evaluating my work
according to any kind of criteria. Well... OK but that's not
mission, not mission in a community. So instead of Jjudging
something off handed by likes or dislikes, there should be certain
criteria for evaluation. You can't really set up priorities of
work - and that is another thing the General Administration has
been asking for for a number of years now - to establish priorities,
because of the number of men and places - where you had 50 men, now
there may be only 20. You Justtcan't do the same amount of work -
so something has to go. So you have to have criteria to be able

to do a particular work.

You should have some concepts of what is an area. of eencern. of

the Vice province,, ie of a plan,, a wornk:on- an.‘area. gfi study that

1§ an grea. for serious consideration by the. group.. In,othen words,
we should 'be thinking about this - it's something . that sheuld cause
a markﬁdy%ntgrest:inathe:group,,.” T TR o e oy AR el P S

e ~{;f Criteria: for evaluating W§hks;-‘  :3
We should ask'burselves; "why should we be in.a particular work

andehaL I' am doing for theKingdom. We set up priorities of
work because of the number of men and places.
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What is an area of concern? What is an objective? An objective
is an end or goal of an action, a hoped for or desired out come.
A criferia is a norm on which a Jjudgement or decision can be
based - it's a measuring stick - a proof of quality. 1It's a
means to determine what something should be.

The various types of criteria:
1. non-negotiable - These type are exclusive. If you have
two or three of these and one of them is
missing, you just don't take that work.
This type is easy to make for a group where everyone is in the
same atmosphere, they are all working toward the same end, for
example, South America - a non-negotiable criteria for them is-
there works must be withtthe materially poor. Personally, I
don't think you should ever make non-negotiable criteria here
in Japan... it would be too difficult to make such criteria,
that if a certain element were not there you would not take the
work. ‘

2. desirable - These type are not essential but things you
would like to have present. These are not equal
in value.

3. Guiding criteria - These are norms to help establish priorities.
They are not necessarily exclusive. They
can accumulate , that is one or other can
be absent and still the situation could
be accepted. They are things you would

. want present to enable to judge whether
this is missionary work for Japan or not.

Now I could see one or more criteria that would cover all works

in Japan, eg. "our objective is to proclaim Jesus Christ by word

and action", However, I'm not  saying-that.:should be one.. You
could have criteria say for "work with Christian Community";

"work with non-Christian community;and criteria for Oblate

community", . .,

After listening_to Jim's. talk twice, we got down to work. we
kept to’'Guiding Criteria as Jim seemed to suggest.

We reviewed all of the suggested criteria presented by the
districts. There were twenty in number plus the original
suggested twelve. We looked for common areas of concern. We
came up with seven. TheVarranging them in Criteria for;

1 Guiding criteria for Oblate Apostolate

2 Guiding Criteria for Christian Community

3. Guiding Criteria for Oblate Community

+++ We drew up the 1list which follows.on a spearate sheet, en-
deavoring to keep as much of the original wording as possible.



page 3

That brings us to our last step in the preparation for the
Congress ie. a working paper. This last step consists in

giving some backing to the 7 proposed criteria, ie documentation,
Scripture quotes, Church documents, Constitutions and Rules,

the sense of the criteria and a bibliography. The work is
divided in the districts. We ask that your work be returned

to the Council by March 12, so we will be able to have it ready
for you at the congress. The resulting working paper will be
the starting point for the Meeting March 27-29.

The division of work:

Kochi district Nos. 1 and 2
Tokyo " " 3 and 4
Tokushima " " 4 and 5
Fukuoka " " 7

I have recently contacted Jim Sullivan. He sends his best.
He says that he is a little homesick for Japan. He assures
us that our work is proceeding well and that he will be pray-
ing for us during our meeting.

Fraternally in Jesus and Mary,

Angelo Siani, O.M.I.
John K. Mahoney, O0.M.I.
John Deely, 0.M.I.

+



Guiding Criteria Japan

Guiding Criteria for Oblate Apostolate

In order to better determine what the Spirit is calling
us to here and now, we will submit our works to prayerful
discernment on the local, district or provincial level.
We will seek out and gear our works to the most abandoned.

In our work, we will always cultivate an open and respectful
attitude toward the Japanese and their culture.

We will stand up against injustice and will work to foster
Kingdom values in order to transform society.

Guiding Criteria for Christian Community

We will bring lay people to a sense of mission by helping
them to appreciate their roles as coworkers with Christ in
His Ministry of Service.

Guiding Criteria for Oblate Community

We will maintain a life style that reflects a spirit of
simplicity, challenging the false absolutes of money, power,
and exploitation.

We will strive to form communities that are purposeful,

ie characterized by communal prayer, a sincere & mutual
concern, and of unity of purpose, and not merely supportive
and task orientated communities.



MEETING
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Expectations

1. That the Congress will actually be a continuation of the Oct. & -
Congress.

ARCHIVES

7 a

2. That we finish the formulation of this Mission Statement
and with one accord set out to complete it in our lives.

“

3. That we will be given the grace to decide to act on at least
one or the other of the criteria...

4., A clear missionary option for the most abandoned, ie. the
people living in the remote areas, most abandoned and forgotten
by everybody, including the Church.

5. More experience of community working, reflecting, sharing to-
gether and possibly coming to enough conce®s® to make decisions
that will provide a true missionary thrust for the future.

I think this has been happening and the Spirit 1is working and I
have high expectations that he will work in the futuré.

6. A common understanding of terms which will facilitate future
diologue and meetings,

Growth toward real community
A clear thrust for mission action.

7. That through the congress we can continue on the road to trying
to look in the same direction regardless of how each one in his
uniqueness may be revealing the Gospel Values.

8. That we incoporate a spirit of newness, freshness and creativity
that was present at the birth of our congregation.

That we decide on criteria which project a new image of ourselves
in conformity with our charism and the present Japanese scene.

9. That it contribute to a greater appreciation of each other's
efforts, evern and especially of those that are "different"
(ie. not in the traditional or conservative style).

That it helps to build Christian communities that are "Japanese"/

10. First a hope - a clear, precise definition of "Criterion"

Expectations:
1. A fine happy social meeting of the OMI

2. Another struggle between a mainstream? and intelligent.
efforts to water down Catholic Theology with (what seems to me)
to be un-catholic even non Christian presumptions arising from
what appears to me to be pop-theology lacking in depth and
solid attachment to Rome.

3. Liturgies which are weak imitations of the Office or the Mass
based on a presumption that these latter are no longer in
time with our present situation and thought patterns.




Expectations 2

11. That it will bring us a little closer to being the "community of
Apostolic witness we are called to be, not a grouping of individuals
who witness as each sees best according to their persoanl dis-
cernment, but a group of men who witness collectively by their love
one for the other, to the Truth of Christ's victory over sin, and
death.

12. I'm sorry, no expectations.
13. To recognize our Oblate~vocation, deeper
to find guid-line on Oblate Mission in Japan better and more clear.

14 That we will arrive at "general" guidlines to better enable us to
fulfill our Oblate commitment to the Church in Japan .

That ithese few days will bring us closer together as am Oblate
community.

)



fears

that we might forget not only the spirit of the Oct. Congress, but
also the flact that we have already agreed in substance with the
concepts expressed in the V.M. Statement.

I have anxieties a&bout possible manipulating to favor a few,

a
that we or\Ehﬁ;oup will remain in the same state of inertia as after
past meetings.

too much emphasis on pastoral work ( rather than misslonary work ).

the fear that because of a lack of suffieient preparation and a lack
of interest we -might not sccomplish the above or might,end up with
trying to get something on paper to gather .dust with the other Con-
gress resolutions we have made,

a fear that a step of some kind has been skipped between what the dis-
tricts have actually done and the 1ist of seven criteria oh the work
paper and especlally the way they are divided.

some people may be hurt,

from experlence some tend to think that there is a finality to ex-
pressed 1ldeas,

or others fear manipulation going on and that 'their' apostolate
isn't recognized . . . my fear is that because of these outlooks many
times 1little progress is made. ,
fear that we settle comfortably into a set state of affairs and create
criteria which stifle growth, new idea&, and charism.

that most of i1t will remailn on paper.

acceptance by group of non-intelligent formulations - use of currently
fashionable words and formulations.

an acceptance of everythinqgin an effort to embrace everyone and his ideas.
& non-theological dilution of such basic concepts as Catholic, Christian,
Church, Missionary Priest. ' :

a formulation or diction not open to objective-discernability...in other
words I can't examine my works on any given day .and see if they are in
keeping with our ‘criteria' in anything but a subjective judgment.

that nothing will change and that we'll continue to diminish in numbers
as each one loses hope., . . and decides to return 'home' ( the 1little
workd th&t we create for oueselves where we fe@l safe and secure, that
can be elther in Japan or elsewhere )

I fear a waste of money.

that we will gét 'hung-up' on trivialities,



Proposed Working-List of Criteria

1. All works should be undertaken with the awareness of wit-
nessing, and, at least, some hope that proclamation by word
may, someday, be possible, ie that all our work have as
its ultimate goal the possibility of‘forming Christian
Communities.
That our life-style contest the world's false absolutes
of money, power, and exploitation :

= that we live the poverty and availability of Jesus

as radically as possible (Lk. 9: 57-62
- That we will guard against the temptation to spread

more and more of our:resources on ourselves and our
institutions.

(Orange pamphlet on Community,pages 12-
13) 3

_ That we will not, by our life-styles, excite envy and
jealousy. (Orange pamphlet on Community, pagmes 12-13)

- That our goods will be properly used along the lines
of our missionary thrust. (Orange pamphlet on Community,
page 19).

3. Our Christian communities should be characterized by the
highest possible level of commitment, apostolicity, and,
of all the other elements implied in the term Christian
Community - prophetic communities for the Church in Japan.
(Perhaps further explicitation of 'prophetic communities

is needed ).

4, Every Oblate in Japan should cultivate a deep relation
with the Oblate Community where his apostolate is heard,
tested, and supported and his work be subject to dis-
cernment on the local, district, or provincial level.

5. In our communities, we will attend to the needs of troubled
people and we will gear our work to the most abandoned.

6. We will recognize lay people as co-workers.

7. We will always cultivate an open and respectful attitude
toward the people among whom we live, as well as toward
the values imbedded n their culture.

8. Our communities will determine the time for communal
prayer, whereby the comﬁunity will turn itself 'collectively'
towards the Lord to seek his guidance, sing His praises,
implore His forgiveness, and to ask for the strength to
continue in His servicé.

9. The works of the Province, in their variety, should be
a sign of unity. We believe with Paul that we are never
alone - that we are always of a team (Col. 14: 10-14)
continuing the mission of the 'servant' Christ by re-
sponding to the needs of people.

10 ps prophets in the new world, we will stand up against

injustice and work to foster Kingdom values, especially
Jjustice.

11 Our work should meet the urgent needs of the Japanese Church
and society.

12 That we be prophetic in order to transform society.




SHEET 4
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

CONTRIBUTOR

Step 1. Personal Reflectlion:
List what you think are the concrete steps the Province should
take in the light of the Vision-Misslion Statement and Criteria.

Vo
Step 2. From the list you have made, choose the three you consider
most 1mportant.
1.
2.
laam



Criteria as presented by the Groups from Congress

GROUP #I

1. All works should be undertaken with the awareness of witness-
ing and, at least, some hope that proclamation by word may,
someday, be possible.

2. Simplicity af life-style.

3, Our Christian communities should be characterized by the

highest possible level of commitment, apostolicity, and,
all of the other elements implied in the term 'Christian
Community' - prophetic communities for the Church in
Japan.

4. Every Oblate in Japan should cultivate a deep relatiog
with the Oblate= community where his apostolate is heard,
tested, and supported.

5. A genuine sensitivity to the troubles of people in need
should characterize our service.

GROUP {2

1. Within a given apostolate to seek out and respond to those
who need 1t most.

2. Recognize the lay peOple as co-workers.

3. Willingness to learn from people, and understand culture.

4. Communal prayer is most important for gaining wisdom and
strength of Our Lord. |

5. That all works in their variety be a sign of unity.

6. May Mary's opennesé to the Spirit be a sign to us in all of

our endeavors.

7. As prophets in the new world, we stand up against injustice.

GROUP {3 . .

That the work be geared to the most abandoned.

2. That the work meet the urgent needs of the Japanese Church
and society.

3. That the work foster Kingdom values, especially justice.

. That the work be prophetic.
5. That the work have as its ultimate goal the possibility
of forming Christian Communitites
6. That the work be subject "to discernment on local, district,

or provincial level . . .
3 ' +



INITIAL DRAFT

Criterion No. 1

In order to better determine what the Spirit is calling us
to here and now, we will submit our works to prayerful
discernment on the local, district or provincial 1level.
No Reformulation

Meaning:

Because of our calling to serve God and the Church,

we are in a particular way gifted with the Holy Spirit.
Through our complete submission to Him in prayee and
subsequently actions we are able to better discern
God's will. God has given us like-minded Oblates on

different levels to assist this important discernment.

INITIAL DRAFT

CRITERION No. 3
-Original text:
In our work, we will always cultivate an open and
respectful attitude towards the Japanese and their culture.
-Reformulated text:
In order to seek and embrace the Kingdom values in
the people, their religions, traditions and culture, we
will embrace a life style which develops an open and

respectful attitude toward the Japanese and their culture.
®

-Meaning:
A life stylé which develops an open and respectful attitude
would include the following five points.
1- proficiency in the japanese language

2- deeper understanding of japanese culture by studying
this in Japan.

3~ developing a Christ-like critical approach to japanese
values.

4- assimilating their group decision making techniques.
5- being evangelized by the Japanese.

)



INITIAL DRAFT

CRITERION NO. 4
- Original Texf:

We will stand up against injustice and will work to
foster kingdom values in order to transform society.

Meaning:
Apostolic Letter to Paul VI to Cardinal Muarice Roy. .—~

No. 1 " The eightieth anniversary of the publication of
the encyclical "Rerum Novarum", the message of which con-
tinues to inspire action for social justice, promptseus

to take up again and to extend the teaching of our prede-
cessors, in response to_the new needs of a changing world.
The Church, in fact, travels forward with humanity and
shares its lot in the setting of history."

No.17 "It is everyone's duty, but especially that of the
Christians, to work with energy for the establishment of

universal brotherhood, the indispensable basis for authen-
tic justice and the condition for enduring peace.”
No.48"Let each one examine himself, to see what he had
done up to now, and what he ought to do. It is not_enough
to recall principles, state intentions, point to crying
injustices and utter prophetic denunciationss these words
will lack real weight unless they are accompanied for each

individual by a livelier awareness of personal responsibility
and by effective action.”

For the meaning of Kingdom: Hans Kung, -On Being a Christian
page 215. '

More positively, what kind of kingdom will this be?

It will be a kingdom where, in_accordance with Jesus' prayer,* God's

name is truly hallowed, his will is done on earth, men will have every-
thing in abundance, all sin will be forgiven and dll evil overcome,

1t will be g kingdom where, .in accordance with Jesus promises,® the
poor, the hungry, those who weep and those who are downtrodden will
ﬁnallydcome into their own; where pain, suffering and death will have-
an end, ’ )

It will be a kingdom that cannot be described, but only made known
in_metaphors: as the new covenant, the seed springing up, the ripe har:
vest, the great banquet, the royal feast. :

It will therefore be a kingdom—wholly as the prophets foretold—of
abs?lute righteousness, of unsurpassable freedom, of dauntless love, of
unilversal reconciliation, of everlasting pedce. In this sense therefore it

- will:be the time of salvation, of fulfillment, of consummation, of God's
presence: the absolute future, © e




. INITIAL DRAFT
CRITERION NO. 5
- Original Text:
We will.Bring lay people to a sense of mission
by helping them to appreciate their roles as coworkers
with Christ in His Ministry of service.
Reformulated Text:
All Christians by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation
are coworkers with Christ. We will endeavor to
awaken in all an awareness of the proper roles to
which the Holy Spirit is calling us, and to integrate
all the ministries and charisma with which the Lord
graces His Church.
Meaning:
Lay people and we are all by Baptism and confirmation

cowrokers with Christ. Let us foster and respect all the
ministries in the present day church.

INITIAL DRAFT
CRITERION NO. 7
We will strive to form communities that are purposeful, ie
charadérized by communal prayer, 2 sincere & mutual concern,
and .of unity of purpose, and not merelyjsupportive and task
orientated communities.
No reformulation
Because it was felt we did not have enough feedback from the group.
Meaning:
Community should include:
1. Communication (sharjing)
2. A program of life and prayer
best suited to its purpose &
Apostolate.
3. Mqﬂtual concern and support.
4. unity of purpose.

5. Acceptance.

6. Love.



VOTING DRAFT
Criterion No. 6
We will maintain a life style that reflects a spirit
of simplicity, challenging the false absolutes of money, power

and exploitation.

3

Meaning: We li¥; a life style that reflects a spirit of
simplicity by not confiding in ourselves, but seeking to
live the poverty and availability of Jesus as radically

as possible.

VOTING DRAFT

CRITERION NO. 7

We will strive to form communities that are characterized
by communal prayer, a sincere and mutual concern, and gﬁ'unity
of purpose.

Meaning:

In consideration of the fact that amny of us live alone, special
emphasis should be given to the district level community and this
community should include:
1. Communication (sharing)
2. A program of 1life and prayer
best suited to its purpose
and Apostolate.

3. Mutual Concern and support.
4. Unity of purpose.

5. Acceptance

6. Love.

VOTING DRAFT

CRITERION NO. 8

MQMM
a continuous on-going formation program in
the Province.

MEANING
The concept of "on-going formation" is two-fold:

The first aspect being the PERSONAL §rowth and deveIpment
of the individual and of the community in all its dimensions:,

spiritual, intellectual, emotional, psyéblogical etc.

The second aspect of "on-going formation" i& the PROFESSIONAL
dimension. In a rapidly changing world all professionsls,
individually and collectively, have a solemn obligation to keep
abrést of the progress in their fields. Therefore it is
imperative that the Province initiate an on-going formation
program.



Kingdom Values, Michael Quoist, I've Met Jesus Christ, P 23.

: I will scon learn to find gospel values in hu.
Ipap cvents—values that are the measure of progress in the
building of the Kingdom: man’s struggle for greater freedo:
justice, resgonsibilitv: and aigni;z for all_individuals and ah
nations; everything that hasto do with human progress, from
unionization of workers to the organization of markets, con.

struction, and so forth, to education and art; everything that

works toward peace, unity, treaties, the peaceful settlement
of conflicts , ., ., - A

VISION-MISSION STATEMENT OF THE VICE PROVINCE OF JAPAN

13

We the Oblates of Mary Immaculate of Japan are called
by the Holy Spirit, as a Chrisitan Community (C. 37-44,
R. 23-28), for the proclamation of, and witness to Jesus
Christ. (C. 2)
In a spirit of interdependence amongst ourselves
and with all around us: C 6 T
- Wwe seek and embrace the Kingdom values in the
people, their religions, traditions and culture.
(C. 8, R. 8)
- we foster and work with christian communities
and other Kingdom building communities. (C 6)
- We proclaim the Good News to qhose who have
never heard God's word, especially the most
abandoned. (C. 5, 7, 9)
WE DO ALL OF THIS TO BRING ABOUT THE KINGDOM
OF GOD. (C., 5, 7, 9)



INITIAL DRAFT
CRITERION NO. 8

That there be a continbus on-going formation program in
the Province.

Meaning:

In conscience every professional.needs to study continually

in order to keep up with the demands of the changing society
and the progress made in his field. Therefore, every member
of the province should be given, the chance to refresh hijmself
spiritually and intellectualliya\

.

VOTING DRAFT
CRITRION NO. 1

-

In order to better determine what the Spirit is calling us
to here and now, we will submit our works to prayerful dis-
cernment on the local, district or provincial level.
Meaning:

The above statement includes the following elements:

1. All meaningful communal discernment must be based on
personal discernment. .

2. Discernment includes present and future works and life
style.

3. The integration and coordination of works must also be
submitted to discernment.

INITIAL AND VOTING DRAFT
CRITERION NO, 2

WE WILL SEEK OUT AND GEAR OUR WORKS TO THE MOST ABANDONED.

No reformulation

MEANING:

With renewed zeal we will seek out, befriend and respect as
brothers the abandonded poor with their many faces --- the weak,
the 1lliterate, the unemployed, victims of alcohol or drugs, the
sick, the marginal masses in less developed countries, immigrants,
and minority groups in all countries who are excluded from the
benefits of development, etc., ete. ( pg. 16 of MISSIONARY OUTLOOK,
Orange Pamphlet ).



VOTING DRAFT
Criterion No. 3
We will embrace a life style which reflects an open and

respectful attitude toward the Japanese and their culture.

Meaning:

<

A life style which reflects an open and respectful attitude
can include the following:

1-proficiency in the japanese language ‘

2-deeper understanding of the japanese culture by studying

3-developing a €hrist-like critical approac h to japanese
HELUPE values

VOTING DRAFT

CRITERION NO. 4

We will stand up against injustice and will work to foster
kingdom values in order to transform society.

MEANING:

Since being Prophetic is of the essence of the Church, we feel
it imperative as a group of religious to stand up against all
forms of injustice. This stance naturally must begin at home, among
ourselves and the people around us, and will also take the
positive form of coperating with al the groups working for
true justice and. peace. At other times it may even imply helping to
initiate such movements. ’

VOTING DRAFT
CRITERION NO. 5

Lay people and we arg,all by Baptism and Confirmation coworkers
with Christ. Lﬁiéﬁngoster and integrate all ministries in the
present day Church.

Meaning:

All Christians by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation are
coworkers with Christ. We will endeavor to awaken in all an aware-
ness of the proper roles to which the Holy Spirit is calling us,
and to integrate all the ministeries and charisma with which the
Lord graces His Church.



Guiding Criteria Japan

Guiding Criteria for Oblate Apostolate

In order to better determine what the Spirit is calling
us to here and now, we will submit our works to prayerful
discernment on the local, district or provincial level.
We will seek out and gear our works to the most abandonedr

In our work, we will always cultivate an open and respectful -
attitude toward the Japanese and their culture.

We will stand up against injustice énd will work to foster
Kingdom values in order to transform society.

Guiding Criteria for Christian Community

We will bring lay people to a sense of mission by helping
them to appreciate their roles as coworkers with Christ in
His Ministry of Service.

Guiding Criteria for Oblate Community

We will maintain a life style that reflects a spirit of
Simplicity, challenging the false absolutes of money, power,
and exploitation.

We will strive to form communities that are purposeful,

ie characterized by communal pPrayer, a sincere & mutual
concern, and of unity of purpose; and not merely supportive
and task orientated communities.
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C;uf(1. In order to better determine what the Spirit is calling us to-
here and now, we will submit our works to prayerful discernment
on the local, district or provincial level.

ARCHIVES

I Bible Texts:

1.- Proverhbs 16,21

"He whose heart is wise is proclaimed discerning;
sweetness of speech makes words the more persuasive,"

L3

2. Philippians 1,9

"My prayer is that your love for each other may increase
more and more and never stop improving your knowledge and
deepening your perception so that you can always recognise
what is best."

3. Galatians 5, 16-26

"Let me put it like this: if you are guided by the Spirit
you will be in no danger of yeilding to self-indulgence,
since self-indulgence is the opposit of the Spirit, the
Spirit is totally against such a thing, apd it tis jprecisely
because the two are so opposed that you do not always carry
out your good intentions. If you are led by the Spirit no
law can touch you. When self-indulgence is at work the
results are obvious: fornication, gross indecency and sexual
irresponsibility; idolatry, and sorcery: fueds and wrangling,
jealousy, bad temper and quarrels: disagreements, factions,
envy: drunkeness, orgies and similar things. I warn you now
as I warned you before: those who behave like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God. What the Spirit brings is very
different ":love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
trustfulness, gentleness and self-control. There can be
no law against things like that, of course. You cannot
belong to Christ Jesus unless you crucify all self-indulgent
passions and desires."

IT Church Documents:

o cviabitcan s T

Perfectae Caritatis 4. "Effective renewal and right
adaption cannot be achieved save with the cooperation of
all the members of an institute."

14. "Let chapters and councils... express each in its own
way the fact that all members of the community have a share
in the welfare of the whole community and a responsibility
o st

III Documents of the Congregation:

1, Constitutions and Rules

C. 26 As individuals and as a community, we have the responsibility
to seek the will of God. Decisions which express this will are best
reached after community discernment and prayer.



2

C. 68 "God is ever at work in the world: his life-giving
Word seeks to transform mankind, to build his Peoiple. WE
are instruments of that Word. We have thus to be open and
flexible , learning how to respond better to new needs, how
to find answers to new questions, discerning all the while
the mevement of the Spirit who renews the face of the earth
(cf., Ps 104:30)." '

C. 72 ..."All of us are coresponsible for the community's
life and apostolate. As a body, therefore, we discern the
Spirit's call and seek to achieve consensus in important
matters, loyally supporting the decisions taken. Such shared
decision making can best take place in a collegial and trust-
filled atmosphere."

R. 18 "In major decisions and in matters concerning the life
and mission of the whole community, there will be a process
of discernment conducive to consensus."

Iv Meaning

We must never loose sight of the fact that it is the Holy Spiri?\
who inspires and leads the way. It is necessary then to discern
our works on all levels as there is a constant risk that the
spirit of the world may be mingled with the action of the Holy
Spirit. In this process we will benefit from our past experience
and from present reflection in order to strengthen our evan-
gelical, mission and community life.

V Bibliography:
1. Perfectae Caritatis

2. The Congregation Renewed, commentary 1968.



CiufiE. We will seek out and gear our works to the most abandoned.

I Bible Texts: . ARCHIVES
1. Matthew 11,5 : ' B

"The blind see, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life, and
the Good News is proclaimed to the poor."

2. Luke 4, 18

"He has sent me to bring the good News to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives

and the blind new sight

to set the downtrodden free."

3. Luke 14,21
"Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town

and bring in here the poor, the crippled, the blind and
the lame."

ITI Church Documents

Vatican II

1. Missionary Activity 6. "The special undertakings in which
preachers of the Gospel, sent by the Church, and goigg
into the world, carry out the work of preaching and im-
plamnting the Church among people who do not yet believe
in Chpiste. "

12. "As Christ went about all the towns and villgges healing

every sickness and infirmity, as a sign of @he Klng@om of
~ God had come, so the Church, through ips children, joins

with men of every condition, but especially the poor and

afflictedsios"

IITI Documents of the Congregation

1. Constitutions and Rules

C. 5 " We are a missionary Congregation. Our principal
service in the Church is to proclaim Christ and his Kingdom
to the most abandoned. We preach the Gospel among people
who have not received it and help them see their own values
in its light. Where the Church is already established, our
commitment is to those groups it touches least.

Wherever we work, our mission is especially to those people
whose condition cries out for salvation and for the hope which
only Jesus Christ can fully bring. These are the poor with
their many faces: we give them our pfnference."

R. 2 " Preaching missions at home and sending missionaries
abroad have been traditionally central to our apostolate. There
is no ministrxﬂ however, which is foreign to us, provided we

never lose sight of the Congregation's primary purpose: to



evangelize the most abandoned."
IV Méaning

We are called by the. Congregaﬁon to be missionary and our
principal service i$ to proclaim.Christ -and his Kingdom
to the most abandoned, that is those who are "farthest away",
“those who have never. heard the liberating Word of the Gospel.
"The: congregatlon has- always deemed itself specially. for the .
'poor' in’ the strlct sense of the word. But it. seeks them out
because of their spvtltual destitution, opening to them the .
possibility of -full access to the splrltual rlches of the .
Church."(the Congregatlon Renewed)

V Bibliography

1. Missionary Activity

2. the Congregation Renewed, commentary 1968.



VI Helpfull Knowledge
NO. — ,

2. Exod ZOzl—LZl:

Fifth.. The Hebrew word for *honour," in the commandment to honour
one's father and mother, has the sense of "to ghve weight to" or
"to acknowledge the importance of." This commandment is addressed
to adults whose parents are getting on in years. To “EEAE/ /) /
"give weight" to them means to take them seriously, to listen to
what they have to say. It also says that the aged are not to be
left on the periphery of society, but they are to be integrated
into its life. Thus their wisfiom will be preserved in society.

To "honour" also includes the duty to provide financial support
for the parents. '

5. Deut 24:17-22

Here we have four concrete examples of ways to practice charity toward:
the poor person. Notice the stress on those whose rights could
be easily denied, the stranger, the orphan, the widow.

2., Bédht/B848/Tev 19:33-34

The sacred author #¢€ uses the same word (ahab) for love of neighbour
and stranger as was used for love of God.. in Deut 6:5/.

5. Deut 10:18 tells %6 ¥ the People to give food and clothing to
the needy stranger. .

2. Exod 23:4f orders the People to help their enemy when he is in
need. :

2, Sir 28:1-7 urges his readers to forgeive the neighbours who
have sinned against them

Tobit 4:15 propgggoses that we should not do to others what we
do not want done to ourselves.

2., 1 Samuel 22:1-5 in vs 2 we have the best description of the

type of people who made up the lowext in the social class of the
day. "All the oppressed, those in distrews, all those in debt,

anyone sho had a grievance...

5. Amos is the prophet of the poor = speaks out apainst the Y£4

rich who use religion for thelr own end who suppress the poor.

2. Justice is the prime concern of Amos, especially justice for
the poor (Exod 23:68)

5. For Amos, the real problem at the root £ of the society is
injustice; therefore, to seek the Lord is to seriously desire to
know what is just and to do it. No amount of liturgy can substitute
for the pursuit of justice in daily life; that is waht "seek the
Lord and Bethel" means. ‘ .

5. Micah 216-11 (8-10) Michh, like Amos, is violent with indignatio
at the innocent victims of the greed and lust for power of the '
upper -classes: people 1eftjwithOut“anything;“women robbed of their
homes, children dg¢ deprived of their dignity, the freedom God
jntended for every one of his children. The. wealthy have become
God's enemies and he will treat them as’such. ' o

2. Micah is the poof man's prophet.

Love is based on justice and cannot £4§ exist without it.



Zephaniah 3:11-13

The poor were always the object of the Lord's special concern.

In the Law they are mentioned time and time again. The prophts
speaking in the name of God, condemn all those who take advantage
of the poor. The needy, the stranger, the orphan, the widow were
always the touchstone of the People's fidelity to the way of the
Lord. All of the prophets were defenders of the rights of the
oppressed. Somehow with all this attention given to the poor,
something of the truth of the Exodus had not been appreciated:
God had made a people out A4 of the poor. The ragged band of
slaves were not merely the object of God's pity; they were the
object of his K¥ hope. He saw a futre for them. It was not becausse
they were great, powerful, influential,._brillian t that they
became God's People. It was because, lacking all hope, all

means of saving themselves, of relying on lheir own resources,
they were able to look to the Lord and receive his help. They
were capabe of doing nothing more thah to "be still" and wait for
the salvation of the Lord.

For Zephaniah, poverty and its consequences-~-unimportance, lack
of influence, powerlessness—-brought‘about, or........ﬁﬁ%?ﬁggy -~

#: 3:2 2:3 Numi2;3 Matt5:3 Marki0:23-27

Ezekiel 34:1-10 places the blame squarely on the shoulders of
the upper classes '

Luke gives many levels of meanings to this theme: the economically
poor are £¥ expecially important. Persons are poor also in the
sense that they look to God for thiir salvation. One is poor if
one admits sinfulness truthfully and knows the need for forgiveness.
the humble are poor. :

sz, Kzl,‘n_cv
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CRITERTA

C;%;fﬁ #3 IN OUR WORK, WE WILL ALWAYS CULTIVATE AN OPEN AND RESPECTﬁﬁL
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE JAPANESE AND THEIR CULTURE.

1 BLELE TEXTS

Genesis 1; 20-27 -

(22) "God saw that it was good."

(26) "Let us meke man in our own image, in the likeness
of ourselves,,,"

Mtl %= 13-‘16-

(15) "But Jesus replied, 'Leave it like this for the time
being, it is fitting that we should, in this way, do
all that rightousness demands'., At this John gave in
to him." (ef. footnots in Jerusalem Pible)

- (17) "Do not imagine thet I have come to abolish the law
or the Prophets. T have come to complete them."
(N.B. The Hebrew people bel¢tved that salvation
came through fulfilment of the law in all its details
and eventually the law and their culture were consid-
ored one and the ssme." (cf, Introduction to Penta.
.. teuch, Jerusalem Bible, page 11) Sl

John 53 o.10

(9) "The Word wes the true lirht that enlightens 811l
n
nen;

John Rt 57-.58 "Phe Jows then said, 'You are not yet fifty and you
have seen Abrahsm! Jesus replied 'T tell you most
solemnly, before Abraham ever was, I Am',"

John 20; 10-21

(21) "As the Father sent me, so am I sending you,"

Acts 83 4_25

(5-6) "Philip went to a Samaritan town end procleimed
the Christ to them, The people united in welcoming
the message Philip preached.”

Acts Ry 26-40
Ede

(35) "Starting, therefore, with this text of scripture
Philip proceeded to explain the Good News of
Jesus to him., Futher along the road they came to
some water, and the eunuch said, 'Look there is
some water here; is there anvthing to stop me
being baptised?™



Acts 10-11

(45-48) "Jewish believers who had accompanied Peter
were al)l sstonished that the gift of the Holy.
Spirit should be poured out on the pagahs too...
Peter then gave orders for them to be baptised
~ in the name of Jesus Christ.,

(17) "1 realized then that God was giving them the
identical thing he gave us when we beleived
in tve Lord Jesus Christ; and who was I to stand
in God's way.'

Acts 15; 1-35

(1-2) "Then some men came down from Judaea and taught
the brothers, 'Unless you have ynurselves cir-
cumcised in the radition of Moses you cannot be
saved's. This lesd to disagreement...."

(22) "It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and by

oursdlves not to saddle you with any burden
beyond these essentials,...”

Acts 173 23-34

(23) "'Men of Athens, I have seen for myself how extremely

. scrupuloua you are in all relirsious matters, becsuse

: I noticed, ss I strolled round edmiring your sacred
monuments, that you had an altar inscribeds To An

_r

Unkown fod. Yell, the God whom I procleim is in
fact the one whom ynu aslready worship without
knowing it."”

I Cor. 3t 5-0

(9) "We are fellow workers with Gods..."



II CHURCH MENTS
fe Vgtican II N

Lumen Gentium 48 "The Church ... will attain her full peffection
“only in the glory of heaven. Then will come the
time of the restorstion of all things (Acts 3121).

Gadium et Spes 4 "To carry out such a task the Church has always
had the duty of scrutinizing the signs of the
times end of interpreting them in the 1light of
the gospel."

44 " Por, from the beginning of her history, she has
learned to express the message of Christ with
the help of the ideas and terminology of various
people, and hes tried to clarify it with the
wisdom of philosophers, too.

Her purpose has been to adapt the gospel to the
grasp of all as well as to the needs of the
learned, insof'ar as such wes approoriste, Indeed,
this accommodated preaching of the revealed

Word ought to remain the law of all evangelization.
For thus each nstion ~develops the ability to
express Christ's message in its owvn way, At

the same time, & living exchange is fostered
between the Church and the diverse cultures of
people.”

57-60 (Thgseisections are worthy of careful readine.)

Ad Gentes 4 "Doubtless, the Holy Spirit was already et work in
- the world before Christ was glorified. (of. footwote

A "Missionary activity is closely bound up too with

humen nature itself and its aspirations."
O "Missienary activity is nothing else end nothing

less than a menifestation or epiphany of God's will...
But whatever trut™ and grace are to be found emong

the natinns, as a sort of secret presence of God,
this activity frees from all taint of evil and restores
to Christ its meker,.. "

Nostra Aetate 1 "The Church gives primary consideration in this
document to what human beings have in common
and to what promotes fellowship among them."



Y

ey

Nostra Aetate 2 “The Catholic Church rejects nothing which is
true and holy in these religions, She looks
with sincere respect upon those ways of conduct
and of life, those rules end teachings which,
though differing in many varticulars from whet
she holds and sets forth, neverthe less often
reflect a ray of that Truth which enlightens
8ll men. .., ’ ' .

The Churbh has this exhortation for her sonss
prudently and lovingly, throurh dialogue and
collaboretion with the followers of other religions
and in witness of Christian faith, scknowledge,
preserve, and promote the spiritual snd wmorsl

goods found among men, as well as the values in
their society and culture,”

5 "We cannot in truthfulness call upon that God who

is the Father of all if we refuse to act in s -~

brotherly way towsrd certain men, created though
they be to God's image. "He who does not 1love
does not know God."" (1 John 4:8)

Dignitetis Humenae 2 "The Vatican Synod declares tha the human
person hss a right to religious freedom.
And further declares that the right to
religious freedom has its foundation in
the very dignity of the humen person.”

4 "A1l is to be taken into account--the .
Christian duty to Christ, the life-giving
Word which must be proclaimed, the richts
of the humen person, and the meesure of
grace grented by God through Christ to men,
who are invited freely to accept and profess
the faith, ' A

&

2+ Apostolic Exhortation

EVANGELIT NUNTIANDI 18. ¥For the Church, evangelizing means bring-
ing the Good News into all the st®ata of

humanity, and through its influence transforming humanity from wi-

thin and making it new: !Now Iz3m making the whole of creation new®.

19.#Strata of humanity which are transformeds for the Church it is
& question not only of preaching the Gospel in ever wider geo=-
graphic areas or to ever greater numbers of people, but also of
';gfecting ag? as i: were upsetting, through the power of the Gos-
» mankdnd's criteria of Judgment, determining values points of
interest, lines of thought, sources of inspiration and ;odels of

1ife which are in contrast with the W ==0S O
salvation,# ord of GQd a?d the»plan of



53¢" This first proclamation is also addressed to the immense sec-
tions of mankind who practice non-Christian religions. The
Church respects and esteems these non-Christian religions beaause
they are the living expression of the soul of vast groups- €Q=
Ple. They aarry within them the echo of thousands of years of
searching for God, a quest which is incomplete but often made with
great sincerity and righteousness of heart, They possess an ime
pressive patrimony of deeply religious texts. They have taught-
generations of people how to pray, They are impregnated with innu-

merable 'seeds of the Word! and can constitute a true !preparation
for the Gospel,?...* '

3o FABC I (First Plenary Assembly of the Federation of Asian Bishops!
Conferences)

#12 YThus we bcome a church in continuous, humble and loving dia-
logue withthe living tradibions, the cultures, the religions-
in brief, with all the life realities of the people in whose midst
it has sunk its roots deeply adn whose history and life it gladly
makes its own., It seeks to share in whatever trul belongs to
that people: its meanings and its values, its aspiration, its
thoughts and its languagen,its’ songs and its artistry.-- Even its

frailiies and failings it assumes, so that they too may be
healed, ¥

4. Pastoral Instruction

COMMUNIO ET PROGRESSIQ (On the means of Social Communication)

#122. The Church does not speak and listen to her own members
alone; her dialogue:is with the whole world. By virtue

. of a divine command and by the right to knowledge possessed
by the people whose lot she shares on earth, the Church is in
duty bound publicly to communicate her belief and her way of life.
Moreover, as the Second Vatican Council teaches, she is ¥to read
the signs of the time," for these too reveal the message of
God and indicate the unfolding of:the history of salvation
under the Divine Providence. This is another reason why the
Church needs to know contemporary reactions to ideas and
events, whether they be Catholic or not.




III DOCUMENTS OF NG TION

1.

2

Missionary Qutlook (Orange pamphlet)

#16 b, We will always cultivate an open and respectful attitude
toward the people among whom we live, as well as toward
the values imbedded in thelr culture. We will be especially sene:

"sitive to the way in which the mass media in our day are changing

man!s cultures, chaping new attitudes and ways of life, and thereby
creating new missionary demands.

#16 d. Especidlly in areas where the great non-Chtistian reli-
glons are a living reality our evangelizatdon should in-
clude a common search for Truth in dialogue, and the common dis-
covery:ef the seeds of the Gospel hidden in these religions. In
all cases we commit ourselves to being present in the midest of
men, there to xhare in their struggle for a truly human life...

#16 e. We will habitually examine what other Christians are doing

in our area before initiating new projects or programss we
will do everything with them which faith does not oblige us to do
separately. To accomplish this more effectively we will make our-
selves aware of the characteristics of these Churches, their par-
ticular problems and ways of thinking. In this way we will attempt
to heal old dkvisions and present a unified witness to the non-
Christian world.

Constitutions and Rules (CCRR).

C 5 We are a missionary Congregation. Our principal service in
the Church is to proclaim Christ and his Kingdom to the
most abandoned. We preach the Gospkl amopg people who have npot
t ed it h them ;- see their own values its light,

C 6 We coordinate our missionary activity with the overall pasto-
ral plan of the local Churches where we work, and we_collabo=-
rate in a s t herhood with oth the
8
Our effotts will be characterized by a genuine desiro for -
unity with all who consider themselves followers of Jeses, -
so that, according to his prayer, all may believe that the
Father has sent him. Finally, in our hope for the coming of -
God!s reigh, we are united with those » without aclmow=

ledging Christ as Lord, nevertheless lov hst he loves.

C 7 oeo We have as our goal to establish Chirstian communities
and Churches dee oted the lo and fully
responsible for thelr own development and growth.

c 8: We will always be close to the people with whom we work.
taking into account their values. and aspirations.

C 9: e0o We will hear and make heard the clamour of the volceless,
which is a cry to Godooo .



3o

C 253 By Obedience we become the servants of all. Challenging
the spirit of dominaton, we stand as a sign of that new ...
world wherein persons .recognigze their close interdependencece..
Our life is governed by the demands of our apostolic mission
and by the calls of the Spirit already dwelling in those we are
sentfs.

R 73 In proclaiming the word. it is our tradition to be simple
' and direct and to speak a language adapted to and easily
understood by our hearers. In all our ministry, but especially
in that of reconciliation, we will reflect the understanding,
patience and compassion of the Saviour,

R 83 «eoWe must always be sensitive to the mentality of the
people, drawing on the riches of their culture and re-
ligious traditions.

R 29: The proclamaton of the Word to all peoples requires a

deep rooting of the faith in thelr respective cultures.
While formation opens the Oblate« to ah-appreciation of all
cultures, it will especially help him to be formed in and
through the authentic values of the pgople among whom he lives
and work$.

R 373 During the-ir first formation, aspirants and young Oblates

are encouraged to keep in close contact with the cultural
values of the milieu from which they came. This will permit them
to see themselves in the light of their heritage and to deepen
their understanding of their Oblate missionary vocation.

R 593 Studies are centered on Chirst the Saviour, Firm roots

in the Scriptures, the living tradition of the Church

and the teaching of the Magisterium will enable the scholas-

tics to reflect critica 1lly on the major trends of their time
and the values of their culture. Tehy will come to appreciate

convictins and experiences othet than their own, especially * Sl

those of the other Christian traditions and the great world reli-
gions,

R 61: Since the means of social communication profoundly in-

fluence attitudes and values, Oblates should understand
how public opinion is formed and out to develop their talents
in the field of communications. They can thereby help to
make Godpkl values present and powerful in society.

HER JAP. G

NARUTO July 1968 resolutions:
Adaptation to Japanese Culturecoe.

IV, BE IT RESOLVED that the knowledge of japanese culture be
‘accepted as equa 1ly important as the knowledge of the
japanese language. (Vote: accepted 19-1)



Ve Whereas there was not sufficient time to complete the dise
cussion on adaptaion to japanese culture, '
BE IT RESOLVED that this be retained as a topic for future
discussion on the district level. (Vote unanimacudly accepted)

VI. BE IT RESOLVED that further resolutions on cultural adapta-
~ tion be taken on the district level (Voto accepted 18-2)

IV HELPFUL KNOWLEDGE

e JeH, Sasald Inculturation processes in the Japanese Context
Mssionary Bulletin December 1983 PP.686-695 - -

" ug , therefore, is a very essential process 6f evangelization

itsalf, because it 43 a common search for authentic values and a
ful fillment of God's Kingdom in the concrete context,.” '

“Christ!s Incamnation is the princd.pl.e. 't'vhe model"and,the' motive of
evangelizton of the local Church,® B _

(The whole article merits close perusal. Ed.) _ -

2, Samuel Ruig Garcia The Incarnation of the Church in Indigenous
Cultures Missiolgy Vol 1, No,2 PPe21=30

The Church’s mission is to perpetuate Christ’s
ipcarnation — to be *“made flesh® in terms of human life and
culture, leading to the full humanization of men within a pluralism
of persons and cultures. Based upon Biblical precedent, this will
Iead to a church which s truly indigenous in its leadership, in its
forms,of worship and in its effect upon the lives of people.

. 6ao

Diraction from Vatican Il

The Sccond Vatican Council (1963-65) was conscious of the
depth of the problem underlying the cvangelizing and missionary
action of the church; conscious of the duty of safeguarding human

freedom and respect for human culture, it was therefore conscious
of the danger of being felt to be foreign. The Council documents



on the Church’s Missionary Activity (Ad Centes), on the Church
(Lumen Gentium), on the Church in the Modern World (Caudium
et Spes), and others,! shed light upon this.

It is a fundamental truth that God wills the efficacious salvation
of all men in all-ages, of all races and cultures. This means that he
has mercifully worked in a saving way not only in his chosen
people, in the preparation of the incarnation of his divine Son, but

also in the surrounding peoples, as also today he works in a saving

manner in peoples and culturcs that are outside of Christianity

- (Lumen Gentium, Secs. 16, 22).

This active presence of God is manifested in cultures in two
ways: (a) through religious values which are preparatory 1o
Christianity, as a schoolmaster leading to Christ (Lumen Gentium,
Scc. 16; Ad Gentes, Scc. 3), as_a_sort of Old Testament within
cach culture; and (b) as an activity which is already salvific in iy
nature although implicit (the “sceds of the Word"" spoken of by
Justin Martyr), but active within each culture (Ad Gentes, Scc. 9,

Besides this, before the Word became flesh, this Word was alrcady
in the world as a light which lightens every man (Jn. 1:9:10; sce
Gaudium et Spes, Scc. 57). It is therefore not surprising that
within certain cultures one finds mystic, ascetic, and contempla-
tive gifts which may lead to the enrichment of the religious life of
the Christian (Ad Gentes, Scc. 18).

From this it follows that the first step in the missionary task is_
not to prédch a message which no onc has ever heard of before,
but to investigate the cultures to discover what God is already

doing and saying in_men's_hearts. Under strong theological
motivation, this investigation should be carried out seriously and
scientifically, so that its results may then be analyzed from a
theological point of view in order to discover what God has done
(Ad Gentes, Scc. 11).

The Christian message is “Good News.' It should therefore
speak to the anxicties, problems, and questions of the man who
lives in a culture which, as in the cases we are considering, is very
different indeed from the culture of the missionary. This fact in
turn reminds us that we cannot speak of a *message,” as
something rcady-made which we are going to deliver, but rather a
discovery, together with those to whom the missionary goes, and
in reflection with them, of those truths which our Lord may wish
to make explicit or to emphasize in that situation. As Good News,
the gospel should speak to their problems, not just to the
problems of somcone who lives in the missionary’s own culture.
Furthermore, this Good Necws will come to its recipients as
something that will affirm their own character as persons; they
will discover that to be a Christian does not mean ceasing to be
what one is. They will discover that Christianity can cnergize their

culture and frce them from their fears and cultural oppression (Ad
Gentes, Sccs. 9, 11; Lumen Gentium, Sec. 17).
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An important role of the missionary Chh‘réh—i;_iims"liﬁﬁﬁ!2“_"
The missionary who himself becomes incarnate in the cultural
sense, without dcnymg his own culture, is a d:smrbmg influence
which leads to questioning, but within a position of respect and
acceptance of the person as he is. This tesumony cannot be fully
valid unless the mxsswnary work springs from the Christian .
community whence the missionary himself comes, in order that he

" may be free from any negative testimony of oppression and
mjustlce. Therefore the Vatican Council strongly emphasized that
the missionary work of the Church is not a mere sideline or special

.ncuvny. but that it is the Clmnh s l'nrst and foremost task (A4d
Gentes, Scts. 2, 5).
God will then continue domg his own work; men will hear his
voice and, without pressure, in a sublime act of acceptance of that
“unknown God,"” will orient their lives toward Him, That is what
is meant by conversion.
Then will spring forth a Church which is truly incarnate, a
Church which can be said to be autochthonous a

in its form, in its members, in the presentation of the Christian message, and
in its ongoing development. =~

¢ « ¢ This will lcad not only to a cultural pluralism within the church
(Lumen Gentium, Scc. 23), but also to a pluralism of ways in
which people formulate- Whcir_faith, quite differently from -our
scholdstic language and with a different theological connotation,
This will be to the. profit and enrichment of the Christian message,
not by way of changing its content, but by letting it 4ppcar in
different kinds of cuhural dress. - :

Chaltenge and Hope
o0 @
Pastoral work based on the mcnrn.mun.xl principle is a: challcngc

both amhmpulogncally and theologically, as well as from a_

pastoral point of view and from the standpoint of liberation. It is a

challenge to our responsibility at the present moment in hislory. ) o
now that science loday offers help which was not available i in

previous eras;

Frank Ponsi, Contemporagx Concepts of Mission. Mlssiology
Vol. VI, No. 2, April, 1978

", « + These writers operate on the premise of the unity

of the natural and supernatural order, They take for granted
M. Blondel's, Yves de Moncheuil and Henry de Lubac's claim
that historical man is moving in a world permeated by the
supernatural. . ." ( p. 143

o « « They argue that Christ dld not come to found a religion,
much less a new religion, but rather to fulfill all Jjustice
and to bring to its fullness every religion of the world
( Mto 3. 15 )c . ) " ( po 150



?l A Zen-Christian Pilgrimages The Fruits of T A
Colloquia in Japan 1067-1076 of Ten Annual

"The Reality of Relipious Experience” by Shibayama Zenked

"Dr. Daisetsu Suzuki would often say that once
to Oneself existent before the birth of Ab:aha;nefi: :::§;¥:d~
.88 might be expressed in the words T tell you ;ost solemnly.'A
before Abrahem ever was, T Am!,. ‘there cannot be any essentisl
difference between Christiasnity and Buddhism, nor between the:
. 2Zen Seect and Catholicism after all,” .

'Thoueh there are various ways to climb up the mountain

from the .bottom, on reaching th
same moon,'" - ' e summit, all enjoy the

VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY:
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2. Missionary Bulletin
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Ckiéjh WE WILL STAND U?® AGAINST INJUSTICE AND WILL WORK TO
FOSTER KINGDOM VALUES IN ORDER TO TRANSFORM SOCIETY

I BIBLE TEXTS:

1. Isaiah 58, 6-12
ARCHIVES
Is not this the sort of fast that pleases me )
- it is the Lord Yahweh who speaks -
to break unjust fetters

and undo the thongs of the yoke,

to let the-oppressed go free,

and break every yoke,

to share your bread with the hungry,
and shelter the homeless poor,

to clothe the man you see to be naked
and not turn from your own kin?

If you do away with the yoke,

the clenched fist, the wicked word,
if you give your bread to the hungry,
and relief to the oppressed,

your light will rise in the darkness
. Yahweh will alwdys guide you
. « He.will give strength to your bones

& . You will rebuild the ancient ruins,
build up on the old foundations.

You will be called 'Breach-mender',
'Restorer of ruined houses'.

2. aNEze S ade12

Seeing the crowds, he went up hill. .There he sat down
and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak.
This is what he taught them:

How happy are the poor in spirit;

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Happy the gentle:

they shall have the earth for their heritage.

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:
they shall be satisfied.

Happy the merciful:

they shall have mercy shown them.

Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called sons of God. .

3. Mt. 25, 40

And the King will answer, "I tell you solemnly, in so
far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did it to me".



10.

Lk, 4, 18

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,

for he has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives

and to the blind new sight,"

to-set the downtrodden free,

to proclaim the Lord's year of favour.

Lk. 16, 19-31

There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and
fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at
his gate "there lay a poor man called Lazarus . . .

Mt. 22, 39
You must love your neighbor as yourself.
ICor. 7, 31

+« « + and those who have to deal with the world should
not’ become engrossed in it. I say this because the world
as we know it is passing away.

II Cor. 8, 9

Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he was rich,
but he became poor for your sake, to make you rich out
of his-Poverty.

Jas. 2, 15

If one of the brothers or one of the sisters is in need

of clothes and has not enough food to live on, and one

of you says to them, 'I wish you well; keep yourself

warm and eat plenty', without giving them these bare neces-
sities of 1life, then what good is that? Faith is like that:
if good works do not go with it, it is quite dead.

I Jo. 4, 8

Anyone who fails~to love can never have known God, be-
cause God is love.

IT CHURCH DOCUMENTS:

1.

Vatican II
GAUDIUM ET SPES ( THE CHURCH TODAY )

. No. 24 "God, who has fatherly concern for everyone, has

willed that all men should constitute one family and treat
one another in a spirit of brotherhood. For having been
created in the image of God, who ‘from one man has created
the whole human race and made them live all over the face
of the earth' (Acts 17, 26), all men are called to one and
the same goal, namely God Himself."




No. 25 "Man's social nature makes it evident that the pro-
gress of the human person and the advance of society itself
hinge on each other."

No. 26 "This social order requires constant improvement.

It must be founded on truth, built on justice, and animated
by love; in freedom it should grow every day toward a more
humane balance ( Pacem in Terris: AAS 55('63), p. 266 )".

No. 27 "Coming down to practical and particularly urgent
consequences, this Council lays stress on reverence for
man; everyone must consider his every neighbor without ex-
ception as another self, taking into account first of all
his life and the means necessary to living it with dignity,
so as not to imitate the rich man who had no concern for
the poor man Lazarus."

No. 30 ". . . It grows increasingly true that the obli-
gations of justice and love are fulfilled only if each per-
son, contributing to the common good, according to his own
abilities and the needs of others, also promotes and as-
sists the public and private institutions dedicated to bet-
tering the conditions of human life."

No. 42 ". . .when circumstances of time and place create
the need, she (the Church) can and indeed should initiate
activities on behalf of all men. . ."

No. 63 "In the socio-economic realm, too, the dignity and
total of-wvocation of the human person must be honored and
advanced along with the welfare of society as a whole. For
man is the source, the center, and the purpose of all
socio-economic life.”"

No. 72 "Christians who take an active part in modern socio-
economic development and defend justice and charity should

be convinced that they can make a great contribution to the
prosperity of mankind and the peace of the world."

No. 74 "Individuals, families, and various groups which
compose the civic community are aware of their own in-
sufficiency in the matter of establishing a fully human
condition of life. They see the need for that wider com-
munity in which each would daily contribute his energies
toward the ever better attainment of the common good (Mater
et Magistra: AAS 53, p. 417 )."

No. 75 "Prudently and honorably let them fight against in-
justice and oppression, the arbitrary rule one man or one
party, and lack of tolerance. Let them devote themselves
to the welfare of all sincerely and fairly, indeed with
charity and political courage.”

No. 78 "Peace is not merely the absence of war. Nor can

it be reduced solely to the maintenance of a balance of
power between enemies. Nor is it brought about by dictator-
ship. Instead, it is rightly and appropriately called "an
enterprise of justice" (Is. 32, 7). Peace results from

that harmony built into human society by its divine Founder,
and actualized by men as they thirst after ever greater
justice."



DIGNITATIS HUMANAE ( RELIGIOUS FREEDOM )

No. 7 "In the exercise of their rights, individual men

and social groups are bound by the moral law to have re-
spect both for the rights of others and for their own
duties toward others and for the common welfare of all.

Men are to deal with their fellows in justice and civility."

APOSTOLIC LETTER OF PAUL VI TO CARDINAL MAURICE ROY ( Pres.
of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace ).

No. 1 " The eightieth anniversary of the publication of
the encyclical "Rerum Novarum", the message of which con-
tinues to inspire action for social Justice, prompts us
to take up again and to extend the teaching of our prede-
cessors, in response to the new needs of a changing world.
The Church, in fact, travels forward with humanity and
shares its lot in the setting of history."

No. 4 "It is up to the Christian communities to analyze

with objectivity the situation which is proper to their

own country, to shed on it the light of the Gospel's un-
alterable words and to draw principles of reflection, norms
of judgment and directives for action from the social teach-
ing of the Church."

No. 6 "It is necessary to situate the problems created by
the modern economy. in the wider context of a new civili-
zation.  These problems include human conditions of pro-
duction, fairness in the exchange of goods and in the di-
vision of wealth, the significance of the increased needs
of consumption and the sharing of responsibility."”

No.17 "It is everyone's duty, but especially that of the
Christians, to work with energy for the establishment of
universal brotherhood, the indispensable basis for authen-
tic justice and the condition for enduring peace,"

No.48 ‘"Let each one examine himself, to see what he had
done up to now, and what he ought to do. It is not enough
to recall principles, state intentions, point to crying
injustices and utter prophetic denunciations; these words
will lack real weight unless they are accompanied for each
individual by a livelier awareness of personal responsibility
and by effective action.”




3¢ ENCYCLICALS

POPULORUM PROGRESSION (Paul VI)

No. 3 "Today, the principal fact that we must all recognize
is that the social question has become worldwide”No.1 *A re-
newed consciousness of the demands of the Gospel makes it
the Church's duty to put herself at the service of all. . .*

REDEMPTOR HOMINIS (John Paul IT)

(We could qudte at length from this Encyclical but in the interest of
brevity we give only the pertinent titles)

10. The Human Dimension of the Mystery of Redemption

11. The Mystery af Christ as the Basis of the Church's Missdon
and of Christianipy

12. The Chruch's Mission and Human Freedom

13+ Christ United Himself with Each Man

14, For the Chmech all Ways lead to Man

(In these areas especially we find very much pertinent to the subject
at hand.)

LABOREM EXERCENS (John Paul II)

(This encyclical is based on the dignity of man and his work to argue
for justice in many areas) v :

4. In the Book of Genesis _
6+ Work in the Subjective sense: Man as the subject of work
7o A Threat to the right order of values

8. Worker Solidarity

90 Work and Personal Dognity

16. Within the Borad Context of Human Rights
18. The Buployment Issue

19. Wages and Other Social Benefits

20. Importance of Unions

21. Dignity of Agricultural Work

22+ The Disabled Person and Work

23+ Work and the Immigration Question etc.etc,



III DOCUMENTS OF THE CONGREGATION

1. Missionary Outlook ( orange pamphlet )
No. 1
a) With renewed zeal we will seek out, befriend and respect
as brothers the abandoned poor.with their many faces . . .

b) We will never forget that the worst form of poverty. . .
is not to know Christ . . . ‘ ' o

¢c) . . . we will strive to be ever more effectively~present
in vital international bodies and in the key forums of world
opinion, where the destiny of the poor is planned and decided. /

d) Since the equitable development of all peoples is a ma jor
issue of our day, we pledge our fraternal collaboration to-
ward changing the structures of power and of economic domi-
nation by every means compatible with the Gospel. .

e) Since integral development is the effort to help all men

know more, do more and have more in order that they may be

more, it will always be an essential part of our evangeli- -~
zation.

f) -We commit ourselves to the movement toward authentic
liberation that so characterizes our times. Jesus labored
throughout his life to free men from everything that en-
slaved them . . .

No. 16
a). . .Our special ambition as Oblates is to be part of
the world of the poor - by listening to their voices, by
coming to” understand them, by allowing ourselves to be en-
riched by them, by working not just for them but with them
so that they may liberate themselves.

2., Constitutions and Rules

No. 5 "We are a missionary Congregation. Our principal ser-
vice in the Church is to proclaim Christ and his Kingdom
to the most abandoned . . ." '

, ~
No. 9 "We are members of the prophetic Church. While recog-
nizing our own need for conversion, we bear witness to God's
holiness and justice. We announce the liberating presence of
Jesus Christ and the new world born in his resurrection. We
will hear and make heard the clamour of the voiceless . . ."

Rule 9 "Action on behalf of justice is an integral part
of evangelization. Responding to the call of the
Spirit, some Oblates identify themselves with the
poor, sharing their life and commitment to justice;
others are present where decisions affecting the
future of the poor are being made . . . "



IV MEANING

1. Hans Kung, On Being a Christian, p. 215

“This expression, extremely popular in Jesus’ time, acquires 2 more exact

:meamng when it is used to silence his opponents. What is the kingdom of

.God for Jesus? Briefly summed up, in the hght of what we have almdy

said:

It is not merely God’s continuing rule ex:stmg from the dawn of crea-

tion, as understood by the religious leaders in Jerusalem, but the Qtute

eschatologxcal .kingdom of God.
It is not the religio-political theocracy or democracy which the Zealot
* tevolutionaries wanted to set up by force, but the immediate, unre-

stricted rule of God himself over the world, to be awaited without re-
course to violence.
It is not the avenging judgment in favor of an elite of the perfect, as

understood by the Essenes and the Qumran monks, but the glad tidings

of God's infinite goodness and unconditional grace, particularly for the

abandoned and destitute.

It is not a kingdom to be constructed by men through an exact ful-
fillment of the law and a higher morality in the sense understood by the
Pharisees, but the kingdom to be created by God's free act.

More positively, what kind of kingdom will this be?

It will be a kingdom where, in accordance with Jesus’ prayert God's
name is truly hallowed, his will is done on earth, men will have every-
thing in abundance, all sin will be forgiven and all evil overcome,

It will be g kingdom where,.in accordance with Jesus' promises,® the
poor, the hungry, those who weep and those who are downtrodden will

findlly come into their own; where pam suﬁenng and death will have—»

an end.

It will be a kingdom that cannot be described, but only made known
in metaphors: as the new covenant, the seed springing up, the ripe har-
vest, the great banquet, the royadl feast.

It will therefore be a kingdom-——wholly as the prophets foretold—of
absolute righteousness, of unsurpassable freedom, of dauntless love, of
universal reconciliation, of everlasting peace. In this sense therefore it
will:be the time of salvation, of fulfillment, of consummation, of God's
presence: the absolute future

Michel Quoist, I've Met Jesus Christ, p. 23

I will soon leam to find ] values in hu.
vents—values that are the measure of progress in the
building of th

e Kingdom: man's struggle for greater freedo
justice, resgonsibi]itvi and digx_:if_:x for all individuals and all

nations; everything that has to do with human progress, from

unionization of workers to the organization of markets, con.

struction, and so forth, to education and art; everything that
works toward peace unity, treaties, the pmceful settlement
of conflicts .

By the same token I will also discover obstacles: certam
political, economic, and social events; unjust imprisonments;
restraints on freedom of expression or simply of freedom it.
self; striking examples of injustice; unemployment, lack of
housing and of schools, the breaking off of relations between
individuals and among natxons, violence—and innumerable
other things.



3¢ Mat 1.1 - 1.17 The purpose of
. putting this quote of the eneal
Jesus is the following. God k t f'Iout.aa:l.ders" ig br.’mgfnygof
forth the"sa.lvation of the world - Jesus Christ. He had also worked
with the “outsidert Cyrus to bring salvation to Isreal.
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CZDdES WE WILL BRING LAY PEOPLE TO A SENSE OF MISSION BY
HELPING THEM TO APPRECIATE THEIR ROLES AS COWORKERS
WITH CHRIST IN HIS MINISTRY OF SERVICE. ]Il

I Bible Texts: -
ARCHIVES
1. I Corinthians 12, 12-30 g ppY

"Just as a human body though it is made up of many parts,
though ‘many., make one body “so ifF'is " with Christ.  In the
one Spirit we were all baptized, Jews as well as Greeks,
slaves as well as citizens and one Spirit was given to us
all to drinks

Nor is the body to be indentified with any one of its

many parts. If the foot were to say "I am not a hand

and so I do not belong to the body', would that mean that
it stopped being part of the body? If the ear were to say,
'I am not an eye, and so I do not belong to the body',
would that mean that it was not part of the body? If your
whole body was Jjust one eye, how would you hear anything?
If it was Jjust one ear, how would you smell anything?

Instead of that, God put all the separate parts into the
body on prupose. If all the parts were the same, how could
it be a body? As it is, the parts are many but the body

is one. The eye cannot say to the hand, 'I do not need
you', nor -can the head say to the feet, 'I do not need you'.

What is .more, 4t is-precisely the parts of the body that
seem to be the weakest which are the indispensable ones;
and it is the least honourable parts of the body that we
cloth with the greatest care, So our more imporper parts
get decorated in a way that our more proper parts do not
need, God has arranged the body so that more dignity is
given to the parts which are without it, and so that there
may not be disagreements inside the body, but that each
part may be equally concerned for all the others. If one
pantidigihurts alldpapesiare thurt twithi ittt ST ESone Sparptiis
given special honor, all parts enjoy it.

Now you together are Christ's body: but each of you is a
dif-ferent part of it."“ In the*GhurchPGodshastgiventthesfingt
place to apostles, the second to prophets, the third to
teachers; after them, miracles, and after them the gift

of healing; helpers, good leaders, those with many languages.
Are-all of them apostles, or all' of themfprophets) or*all of
them teachers? Do they -all have the gift of miracles, or

all have the gift of healing? Do all speak strange languages,
and all interpret them?" ;

2. John fi50, 1—17

"AT tafm. the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.



Every branch in. me that bears no fruit

he cuts away,

and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes
to make it bear even more.

You are pruned already,

by means. of the word that I have spoken to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,

neither can you unless you remain in me.

I am the vine,

you are the branches.

Whoever remains in me, with me in.him,

bears fruit in plenty;

for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me

is like a branch that has been thrown away
-he withers:

these branches are collected and thrown on the flre
and they are burnt.

If you remain in me

and my words remain in you,

you may ask what you will

and you shall get it.

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much
fruit, and then you will be my disciples.

As the Father has loved me,

so I have loved you.

Remain in my love,

If you keep my commandments

you will remain in my love,

just as I have kept my Father's commandments
and remain in his love.

I have told you this

so that my own may be in you

and your joy be complete.

This is my commandment:

love one another,

as I have loved you,.

A man can have no greater 1love

than to lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends,

if you do what I command you. _

I shall not call you servants any more,
because a servant does not know

his master's business:

I call you friends,

because I have made known to you

everything I have learrnt from my Father,

You did not choose me, A

no, I chose you;

and I commissioned you -

to go out and to bear fruit,

fruit that will last; . :

and then the Father will. give you

anything you ask him in my name.

What I command you .

is to love one another."
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3. Luke 10, 1-20

"After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and

sent them out ahead of him, in pairs, to all the towns

and places he himself was to visit. He said to them,

'The hearvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask

the Lord of the hearvest to send labourers to his harvest.
Start off now, but remember, I am sending you out. 1like

lambs among wolves. Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals.
Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you go into, let
your first words be,"Peace to this housel” And if a man of
peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him: if
not, it will come back to you. Stay in the same house,
taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer
deserves his wages: do not move from house to house, When-
ever you go into a town where they make you welcome, eat
what they set before you. Cure those in it who are sick,
and say,"The Kingdom of God is very near to you." But
whenever you enter a town and they do not make you welcome,
go out into its streets and say, "We wipe off the very dust
of your town that clings to our feet, and leave it with
you." Yet be sure of this: the kingdom of God is very near."
I tell you, om that day it will not go as hard with Sodom

as with this town.

'*Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For if
the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago, stiiting in sackcloth
and ashes., And still, it will not go as hard as with Tyre
and Sidon at the Judgement as with you. And as for you,
Capernaum, did you want to be exalted high as the heaven?
You shall be thrown down to hell, ‘ .

"Anyone who listens to you listens to me; anyone who re-
jects you rejects me, and those who reject me reject the
one who sent me.'

TRUE CAUSE FOR THE APOSTLES TO REJOICE

The seventy-two came back rejoicing. "Lord,' they said’
'even the devils submit to us when we use your name.'

He said to them, ' I watched Satan fall like lightening
from heaven. Yes, I have given you power to tread under-
foot serpents and scorpions and the whole strength of the
enemy; nothing shall ever hurt you. Yet do not rejoice
that the spirits submit to you; rejoice rather that Yyour
names are written in heaven.'

4. Matthew 28, 18-20

"He said, 'Au authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the
nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all
the commands I gave you. And know that I am with you always;
yes, to the end of time.'

5. 1 Peter 2,9

" But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a con-
secrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises
of God who called you out of the darkness into his won-
derful light, o



II CHURCH DOCUMENTS:

1. Vatican II

DECREE ON THE APOSTOLATE OF LAY PEOPLE 2."The Church was
founded to spread the kingdom of Christ over all the earth
for the glory of God the Father, to make all men partakers

in redemption and salvation, and through them to establish
the right relationship of the entire world to Christ. Every
activity of the Mystical Body with this in view goes by the
name of "apostolate"; the Church exercises it through all its
members, though in various ways. In fact, the Christian
vocation is, of its nature, a vocation to the apostolate as
well, In the organism of a living body no member plays a
purely passive part, sharing in the life of the body it shars
at the same time in its activity. The same is true for the
Body, the Church: "the whole Body achieves full growth in
dependence on the full functioning of each part". (Eph. 4;16).
Between the members of this body there ixists, further, such
a unity and solidarity (cf. Eph. 4;16) that a member. who does
not work at the growth of the body to the extent of his possi-
bilities must be considered useless both to the Church and

to himself,

In the Church there is diversity of ministry but unity of
mission. To the apostolate and their successors Christ has
entrusted the office of teaching, sanctifying and governing
in his name and by his power. But the laity are made to
share in the priestly, prophetical and kingly office of
Christ; they have therefore, in the Church and in the world,
theirown assignment in the mission of the whole People of
God. In the concrete, their apostolate is exercised when they
work at the evangelization and sanctification of men; it 1is
exercized too when they endeavor to have the Gospel spirit
permeate and imporve the temporal order, going about it in
away that beas clear witness to Christ and helps forward the
salvation of men. The characteristics of the lay state being
a life led in the midst of the world and of secular affairs,
laymen are called by God to make of their apostolate, through
the vigor of their Christian spirit, a leaven in the world."

Evangelii Nuntiandi 70 "Lay people, whose particular
vocation places them in the midst of the world and in charge
of the most varied temporal tasks, must for this very reason
exercise a very speicial form of evangelization.

Their primary and immediate task is not to establish and
develop the ecclesial community - this is the specific role
of the pastors - but to put to use every Christian and evan-
gelical possibility latent but already present and active

in .the affairs of the world. Their own field of evangelizing
activity is the vast and complicated world of politics,
society and economics, but also the world of culture, of the

. sciences and.the arts, of international life, of the mass

media. It also includes other realities which are open to
evangelization, such as human love, the family, the education
of children and adolescents, professional work, suffering.

The more Gospel-inspired lay people there are engaged in these
realities, clearly involved in them, competent to promote them
and conscious that they must exercise to the full their Christ-
ian powers which are often buried and suffocated, the more
these realities will be at the service of the Kingdom of God
and therefore of salvation in Jesus Christ, without in any way
losing or sacrificing their human content but rather pointing
to a transcendent dimension which is often disregarded.



II Church Documents cont.

3‘

Canon Law Can. 225 #1 Since lay people, like all

Christ's faithful, are deputed to the apostolate by

baptism and confirmation, they are bound by. the general
obligation and they have the right, whether as individuals
or in associations to strive so that the divine message

of salvation may be known and accepted by all people
throughout the world. This obligation is all the more
insistent in c1rcumstances in which only through them are
people able to hear the Gospel and to know Christ.

# 2 They hawe also, according to the condition of each,
the special obligation to permeat and perfect the tempodral
order of things with the spirit of the Gospel. In this
way, particularly in conducting secular buiseness and ex- .

"ercising secular functions, they are to give witness to

Christ.

e IiI Documents of the Congregation

1 Constitutions and Rules

We shall support lay people in the discernment and
development of their own talents and charisms, encour-
aging them to undertake ministries and apostolic com-
mitments and thus to shoulder the responsibilities which
are properly theirs in the Christian community.

In various places lay people feel called to participate
directly in the Oblate mission, ministry and community.
The terms of their assocoiation can be drawn up at the
provincial level, in agreement with the General Administration

Christ entrusted the Good News to his people, a community

of volunteers of love. This community called the church
continues to proclaim it through its members. In all these
members there are various charisms and services granted by
the Holy Spirit. The Oblates will bring lay people to a

A
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IV Meaning
-

sense of their mission and incorporate them in our mission
whereever possible. We can never say, "We don't need the
others". St. Paul has given us the answer by using the
analogy of the body: "There are indfeed, many different
members but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, 'I

do not need you', anymore than the hand can say to the feet,
'I do not need you'. If anyone member suffers, all the
members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the
members share its joy."

The characteristics of the lay state being a life led

in the midst of the world and of secular affairs, laymen
are called by God to make their apostolate, through the
vigor of their Christian spirit, a leaven in the world.
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Cadiﬁ 6 WE WILL MAINTAIN A LIFE STYLE THAT REFLECTS A SPIRIT OF

I BIBLE TEXTS:

SIMPLICITY, CHALLENGING THE FALSE ABSOLUTES OF MONEY,
POWER, AND EXPLOITATION,

AT

ARCHIVES

b

Matthew 6,20

"But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where
neither month nor woodworms destroy them and thieves cannot
break in and steal,

Matthew 6,33

"Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his right-
ousness, and all these other things will be given you as
well."

Matthew 8,20

"Jesus replied'Foxes have holes and the birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head'.

Matthew 19,21

"'If you wish to be perfect, go sell what you own and give
the money to the poor, and you will have treasures in heaven;
then come follow me,'"

2 Corinthians 8,9
"Remember how generous the Lord was: he was rich, but he

became poor for your sake, to make you rich out of his
pevenrty.!

IT CHURCH DOCUMENTS:

1

VATICAN II

RENEWAL OF RELIGIOQUS LIFE 13. "Voluntary poverty, in the
footsteps of Christ,is a symbol of Christ which is much
esteemed, especially nowdays. -Religious should cultivate

it diligently and, if needs be, express it in new forms.

... The institutes themselves should endeavor, taking locel
conditions into account, to bear a quasi-collective witness
to poverty.

.+. While institutes have the right, provided this is allowed
by their rules and constitutions, to possess whatever they
need for their temporal life and work, they should avoid any
semblance of luxury, excessive wealth and accumulation of
property."

THE CODE OF CANON LAW C. 282 {#1 "Clerics are to follow a
simple way of 1life and avoid anything which smacks of world-
Tiness.Mt ;

C. 634 #2 "They are, however, to avoid all appearance of
luxury, excessive gain and the accumulation of goods."

C 635 #2 ”..establii suitalble norms for the use and ad-
ministration of goods, so that the poverty proper to the
institute may be fostered, defended and expressed."

C 640 .,..They are to do all in their power to donate something
from their own resources to help the needs of the Church and
the support of the poor."




ITI DOCUMENTS;OF-THE CONGREGATION f

IV MEANING To

1. C 21 "7 irit pre :

evéPYthgsgSplS;;epromptgdjthe first Christians to sha

et all.tﬁings ir the influence of that same Spirit ne
style remonngs. n Eommop, Qur members adopt a simpl wf‘
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ot g collective witness to evangelical gzggih

We are to avoid a

all immoderate gain anélaigﬁgs{ét
to the common law of labour,

gll appearance of luxury
| ion of possessions, Subjéct
and each in his own way con-

Communi

com S:tgpéOZiggelPamphlet) 8. ‘"Although“we hesitat to pretend

fitmnac are offmp es for others, we wish in all simplic?te and
er them "the Sign of discipleship" (dJn 13-¥5?nd
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b . -
(Lk..9: 57-62)¢ ability of -Jesus as radically as possible

festyle has become absolutely
npecessary. «ec. r in fact as well as
spirit, can we not at least become more simple in our way of
1ife? This is necessary if we are to demonstrate that degree
of detachment from material things which alone can oprovide
the antidote to the rampant materialism of the day."

15. ﬂSimplicity in our 1i
" _If we cannot become poo

16. "The sharing of goods is a venerable Christian custom.
We must guard against the temtation to spread more and
urces on ourselves and our institutions. If
n to the needs of the

ade available to thenmn,
our goods and equipment

more of our reso
our resources and institutions are ope

communities around us and are freely m
we will not excite envy and jealousy:
moreover, will be properly used along

thrust."

maintain a simplicity of life style each of us will
take an inventory and assessmént
communial, and professional use.

This should be done every
two years. . o , .
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the lines of our missionar

of the objects in his personal,
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(;gk.7 WE WILL STRIVE TO FHQM COMMUNITIES THAT ARE PURPOSEFUL, IE,
CHARACTERIZED Y COMMUNAL PRAYER, A SINCERE AND MUTUAL CONCERN,
AND OF UNITY OF PURPOSE, AND NOT MERELY SUPPORTIVE AND TASK

ORIENTATED COMMUNITIES.

I BIBLE TEXTS:

1'

Matthew 18, 15-17

"If your brother does something wrong, go and have it

out with him alone, between your two selves, If he listens
to you, you have won back your brother. If he does not ‘
listen, take one or two others along with you: the evidence
of two or three witnesses is required to sustain any change.
But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the
community, and if he refuses to listen to the community:
treat him like a pagan or a tax collector."

Matthew 18, 19-20

"I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth
agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you

by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my
name, I shall be there with them."

John 13, 1-15

"It was before the festival of the Passover, and Jesus
knew that the hour had come. for him to pass from this
world to the Father. He had alwaysloved those who were
his in the world, but now he showed how perfect his love
was.

They were at supper, and the devil had already put it into
the mind of Judas Iscariot son of Simon, to betray him.
Jesus knew that the Father had put everything into his hands
and that he had come from God and was returning to God, and
he got up from the table, removed his outer garment and,
taking a towel, wrapped it oround his waist: he then poured
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples feet and
to wipe them witht the towel he was wearing.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 'Lord are you

going to wash my feet?' Jesus answered,' at the moment

you do not know what I am doing, but later you will under-
stand.' 'Never!' said Peter ' you shall vever was my feet.'
Jesus replied,'If I do not wash you, you can have nothing

in common with me.'The, Lord,' said Simon Peter 'not only

my feet, but my hands and my head as well!' Jesus said.'No
one who has taken a bath needs washing, he is clean all over.
You too are clean, though not all of you are.' He knew who
was going to betray him, that was why he said,'though not all
of you are', '

When he had washed their feet and put on his cloths again
he went back to the table.'Do you understand' he said'what
I have done to you? You call me Master and Lord, and rightly:
So I am. If I then, the Lord and Master have washed your
feet, you should wah each other's feet. I have given you
an example so that you may copy what I have done to you."



4.

John 15, 12-13

"This is my commandment:

love one another

as I have loved you.

A man can have no greater love

than to lay down his life for his friends.

John 15, 17

“"What I command you
is to love one another."

Romans,8;14-17

"Everyone moved by the Spirit is a Son of God. The Spirit
you received is not the spirit of slaves bringing fear

into your lives again; it is thespirit of sons, and it makes
us cry out,'Abba, Father!' The Spirit himself and our spirit
bear witness that we are children of God. And if we are
children we are heirs as well, heirs of God and coheirs with
Christ, sharing his sufferings so as to share his glory."

14,17
"The life and death of each of us has its influence on othrs:"
I Qorinthians 11, 17-34

"Now that I am on the subject of instructions, I canot

say that you have done well in holding meetings that do

you more harm. than good. In the first place, I hear that
when you all come together as a community, there are sep-
arate factions among you, and I half believe it - since
there must 'no doubt be separate groups among you, to dis-
tinguish thosé who are to be trusted. The point it, when you
hold these meetings, it is not the Lord's Supper that you
are eating since when the time comes to eat, everyone is in
such a hurry to start his own supper that one person goes.
hungry -while another is getting drunk, Surley you have homes
for eating and drinking in? Surley you have respect for

the community of God not to make poor people embarrassed?
What am I to say to you? ‘' Congratulate you? I cannot congra-
tulate you on this, :

For this is what I received from the Lord, and in turn
passed on to you: that on -the same night that he was be-

‘trayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread, andthanked God for

it and broke it, -and he said, 'This is my body, which is

for you; do this as a memorial of me', In the same way he

took the cup after supper,and said, "this is. the new covenant
in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this as a memorial
of me.' Until the .Lord comes, therefore, every time you eat.

~.this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming his death,

and so anyone who eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord unworthlly will be behaving unworthlly towards the body
of the Lord. .



10,

- 3
Everyone is to recollect himself before eating this bread
and drinking this cup; because a person who eats and drinks
without recognizing the Body is eating and drinking his own
condemnation. In fact that is why many of you are weak and
ill and some of you have died. If only we recollect our-
selves we should not be punished like that. But when the
Lord does punish us like that, it is to correct us and stop
us from being condemned with the world. - - EE

~So to sum up, my dear brothers,vwhen you meet for the Meal

wait for one another. Anyone who is hungry should eat at
home, and then your meeting will not bring your condemnation."

Galatians 5, 13-15

"My brothers, you are called as you know, to liberty; but

be careful or this liberty will provide an opening for
self-indulgence. Serve one another, rather, in works  of 1love,
since the whole of the Law is summerised in a single
command"Love your neighbor as yourself." ' '

Ephesians 4, 1-6

"I the prisoner in the Lord implore you therefore to lead
a life worthy of your vocation. Bear with one another
charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and
patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the
Spirit by the peace that binds you together. There is one
Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one

and the same hope when you were called. There is one Lord,
one faith, one baptism and one God who is Father of all,
over all, through all and within all." SRR '

I Thessalonians 5, 12-18

"We appeal to you, my brothers, to be considerate to those
who are working amongst you and are above you in the Lord as
your teachers. Have the greatest respect and affection for
them because of their work. '

Be at peace among yourselves, And this is what we ask you to
do, brothers: warn the idlers, give courage to those who

are apprehensive, care for the weak and be patient with
everyone. Make sure that people do no try to take revenge;
you must all think of what is best for each other and for
the community. Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and
for all things give thanks to God, because this is what God
expects you to do in Christ Jesus.,"”

IT Timothy 1, 6-10

"This ‘is why I am reminding you to fan into a flame the

gift that God gave you when I laid my hands on you, God's
gift was not a spirit of timidity, but & spirit of power,
and love, and self-control., So you are never to be ashamed
of witnessing to the Lord, or ashamed of me for bing his
prisoner;but with me, bear the hardships for the sake of the
Good News, relying on the power of God who has saved us and
called us to be holu - not because of anything we ourselves
have done but ofr his own purpose and by his own grace. This
grace had already been granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before
the beginning of time, but it .has only been revealed by the
Appearing of our savior Christ Jesus. ' ' s



11. I Peter 1, 22-25

"You have been obedient to the truth and purified your

souls until you can love like brothers, in sincerety; let
your love for each other be real and from the heart - your
new birth was not from any mortal seed but from the ever--
lasting word of the living and eternal God. All flesh is
grass and its glory like the wild flower's. The grass withers,
the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.
What is this word? It is the Good News that has been brought
to you." ‘

12, I Peter 3, 8-9

"Finally: you should all agree among yourselves and be
sympathetic: love the brothers, ahve compassion and self-
effacing. Never pay back one wrong with .another, or an™
angry word with another one: instead, pay back with a
blessing. That is what you are called to do, so that you
inherit a blessing yourself." '

13. I John 3, 10

"In this we distinguish the children of God
from the children of the devil:

anybody not living a holy 1life

and not loving his brother ‘

.is . no child of God's."

14, I John 4 VLove

II Church Documents

1. Vatican II

Perfectae Caritatis 2 (b) "It is for the good of the Church
that  1institutes have theirown proper characters and functions."

15 "Common life, in prayer and the sharing of the same spirit,
should be constant, after the example of the early church, in r-"
which the company of believers were of one heart and soul. It
should be nourished by the teaching of the Gospel and by the
sacred liturgy, especially by the Eucharist. Religious as members
of Christ, should live together as brothers and should give

pride of place to one another in esteem, carring one another's
burdens. A community gathered together as a true family in

the Lord's name enjoys his presence, through the love of God
which is poured into their hearts by the Holy Spirit, For love
sums up the law and by it we know that we have crossed over

from death to life. Indeed the unity of the brethern is a symbol
of the coming of Christ and is a source of great apotolic power.

"Decree on Priesthood - -

8. All.priésts among themselves in an intimate sacramental
- brotherhood...co~workers in the same undertaking:.."



ITIT Documents of the Congregation

Constitutions and Rules

1. C. 3 The community.of Apsotles with Jesus is the model
of our lives... :

2. C 11 We fulfill our mission in community.
3. C 18 Fidelity in loving
4, C 28 Conform our lives to the Constitutions . and Rules.

5, C 29 We will help each other find joy and fulfillment in .
our community life... ’

6. C 33 Eucharist .. Word of God ..Liturgy of the Hours...
7 C 35 Set aside time for community prayers, reflection .o

8. C 37 We fulfill our mission in and through community..
Legacy of the Founder: Cahrity...

9. C 38 Each community ... will adopt a program'of life,
- and prayer

10. C 40 Prayer together
11. C 42 Support for members in distress, sick, aged ...

12, C 48 Mutual evangelization ,.. supporting one another in a
healing .and empowering way ... '

13, C 87 Local communities should help us become prayeﬁful and
reflective, ' '

14, R 11 Help each other grow in maturity
15. R 12 Sincere friendship
16 R 18 Process of discernment in major decisions

17. New forms of personal and community prayer can help Oblates
encounter the Lord.

18. R 22 Living conditions that favor inner recollection and
prayer...

IV Meaning

Community life is essential to our Oblate way of life. In

the words of the Founder ,closely united in the bonds of fraternal
charity, all under the direction of the superiors, will form but
one heart and one soul. -

V Bibliography
1. Cada, Lawrence, S.M. Shaping the Coming Age of Rel. Life
The Seabury Press. 1979.
2. Letter of John Paul II to the Bishops of the U.S.A. and
ssentials on Rel. Life, 1983, Sacred Congregation for Rel.
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RESULTS OF VOTATION OMI
ON ARCHIVES
CRITERIA
Crit. No.|l Ballots||Acceptance [FAcceptance Not Approved
with modif's |accepted
Criterion No. 1 18 15 2 1 Yes
Criterion No. 2 18 13 5 Yes
4
qu&erioﬁ No=3 18 15 3 Yes
Criterion No. 4 18 17 1 Yes
Criterion No. 5 18 11 T Yes
Criterion No. 6 18 17 1 Yes
_—

C. .erion No. T 18 18 Yes
Criterion No. 8 18 16 2 Yes
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CRITERIA NO. 1

IN ORDER TO BETTER DETERMINE WHAT THE SPIRIT IS CALLING US TO
HERE AND NOW, WE WILL SUBMIT OUR WORKS TO PRAYERFUL DISCERNMENT
ON THE LOCAL, DISTRICT OR PROVINCIAL LEVEL.

MEANING: the above statement includes the following elements:

1. All meaningful communal discernment must be based on
personal discernment.

2. Discernment includes present and future works and life
style.

3. The integration and coordination of works must also be
submitted to discernment.

Voting: 18 ballots
15 acceptadces 5
2 with modifications & : 1. non acceptance C?ﬁizaaj)

MODIFICATIONS:

r]

- In order to better determine what the Spirit is calling us to
here and now, we will submit our works to prayerful discernment
on the local, district and provicnial level. and is appropriate
as not to set up a dichotomy between the local & provincial
levels.

UNDER MEANING: I still want to see some'more emphasis on the
communal discernment process. It is not based on just personal
discernment but on personal and communal discernment.

2. I think what the group means by #2 in the section on meaning is
"present and future works and life style will be submitted to dis
cernment." Discernment is a process and to say that "discernment
includes..." would mean 'evaluation' etc. which goes into
the process of discernment. It's merely a word problem, but...

3. That it is added as a "General Guidline" for all criteria.

Non acceptance:
1. I believe that rather than a criterion, it should have the

weight of POLICY which would guide OPWQT" everything we do...
not only the other criteria. *




CRITERION NO. 2
WE WILL SEEK OUT AND GEAR OUR WORKS TO THE MOST ABANDONED.
MEANING:

With renewed zeal we will seek out, befriend and respect as
brothers the abandoned poor with their many faces --- the weak,
the illerate, the unemployed, victims of alcohol or drugs, the
sick, the marginal masses in less developed countries, immigrants,
and minority groups in all countries who are excluded from the
benefits of development, etc. etc. (pg.16 of MISSIONARY OUTLOOK,
Orange pamphlet).

Voting:18 ballots
13 acceptances )
5 with modifications +1 Cofle ot

MODIFICATIONS: .

1. I like to add "we will respond to the urgent needs of the
Church, society and people.

2. with the reservation that the expression "most abandoned"
will be taken up as the subject matter for some future
seminar or congress to help us appreciate who "the most
abandoned" are in the context of Japanj;otherwise this criterion
is not necessary since the spirit behind it is contained in
C & R, our V.M. Statement, etc. ‘ .

3. eliminate underlined mark, more need for specifying Japanese
abandoned in pastoral and non-pastoral areas.

4. The meaning explains nothing for the Japanese scene - the most
abandoned for me are clearly those who have not heard the
WORD. In addition the work in Shikoku fulfills the definition
as no other missionary groups wanted to come to Shikoku.

5. with the reservation that more study and research be done
to clerify "most abandoned" to our Japanese.situation.
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CRITERION NO. 3

WE WILL DETERMINE A LIFE STYLE WHICH REFLECTS AN OPEN AND
RESPECTFUL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE JAPANESE AND THEIR CULTURE.

MEANING:

A life style which reflects an open and respectful attitude
can include the following:

1. proficiency in the Japanese language.

2. deeper understanding of the Japanese culture by study-
ing.

3. developing a Christ-like critical approach to Japanese
values.

Voting: 18 ballots
15 acceptances
3 with modifications ¢ 1 non acceptance (returned afer
ballots were counted)
MODIFICATIONS: ‘

1. I strongly prefer the reformated text of the initial draft.
This is a very weak restatement that does not present me with
any criteria that challanges me differently than an Greigner
coming to Japan. We are here with a specific mission which
colors our presence and being necessarily. That is not clear
in this norm. Some such norm is necessary but...

2. More meat could go onto the meaning in time.

3. with the reservation that the "meaning" be worked over; as
stated, it is vague and no one knows what they wanr from
criteria. ( I was in the group that read each paper) and no
ideas were given.

Non acceptance;

1. This criterion only gives a part of the problem. Nothing is
mentioned about the effort to be done to make Christianity a
Japanese religion (if it is hecessary to have one more "religion"
in Japan.)
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CRITERION NO. 4

WE WILL STAND UP AGAINST INJUSTICE AND WILL WORK TO FOSTER
KINGDOM VALUES IN ORDER TO TRANSFORM SOCIETY.

MEANING:

Since being Prophetic is of the essence of the Church, we feel

it imperative as a group of religious to stand up against all
forms of injustice. This stance naturally must begin at home,
among ourselves and the people around us, and will also take the
positive form of cooperating with all the groups working for true
justice and peace. At other times it may even imply helping to
initiate such movements.

Voting: 18 ballots
- 17 acceptance

1 with modification : 1 acceptance, after the count
MODIFICATION: g
1. "Meaning" ..."at other times it may even mean iniating such
movements." . instead of ... it may even imply helping to ..



CRITERION NO. 5

LAY PEOPLE AND WE ARE ALL BY BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION COWORKERS
WITH CHRIST. WE WILL FOSTER AND INTEGRATE ALL MINISTRIES IN THE
PRESENT DAY CHURCH.

MEANING:

All Christians by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation are
coworkers with Christ. We will endeavor to awaken in all an
awareness of the proper roles to which the Holy Spirit is calling
us, and to integrate all the ministeries and charisma with which
the Lord graces His Church.

Voting: 18 ballots

11 acceptance
7 with modifications : 1 with_modification after count

MODOFICATIONS: d

1.

8.

I strongly oppose the wording. If Canon Law has gone so far

as to diminish the use of the term lay people when not necessary,
I do not deny the valid distinction,,I find the first Sentence
totally unnecessary. This criteria should read We will foster

and integrate all ministries, on all levels, in the present

day Church!

This present text wording is irresponsible to what is an important
insight in the post Vatican Church & defeats the purpose for

which it is written. ‘ "

(Beginning:) All Christians are (by Baptism...)

Reference to Baptism and Confirmation aren't a criterion, they
should be relegated to meaning. Another working might sound like
"Be one with all Christians we will foster and integrate all
ministries in the present day Church.

Delete the 1st sentence of the criterion.

. Lay people and we...(this can be expressed better)

The first sentence is spiritual reading: can be ommitted.
What is meant by "integration" in this context?

The criterion be rewritten to incoporate the meaning of the
explanation.

The criterion seems to be contradictory.

Meaning is clear.

that"MEANING" becomes "Criterion no. 5"



CRITERION NO 6

WE WILL MAINTAIN A LIFE STYLE THAT REFLECTS A SPIRIT OF
SIMPLICITY, CHALLANGING THE FALSE ABSOLUTES OF MONEY, POWER
AND EXPLOITATION.

-«

MEANING:

We live a life style that reflects a spirit of simplicity by
not confiding in ourselves, but seeking to live the poverty
and availability of Jesus. as radically as possible.

Voting: 18 ballots
17 acceptance
1 with modification 1 acceptance (after count)

Modifications:
1. must include the concept of accountability, especially in
the use of money even if it is earned by the individual.
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CRITERION NO. 7

WE WILL STRIVE TO FORM COMMUNITIES THAT ARE CHARACTERIZED BY
COMMUNAL PRAYER, A SINCERE AND MUTUAL CONCERN, AND 7> UNITY OF
PURPOSE.

MEANING:
In consideration of the fact that amny of us live alone, special

emphasis should be given to the district level community and
this community should include:

. Communication (sharing)

. A program of life and. prayer best suited to its purpose and
Apostolate.

. Mutual concern and support.

. Acceptance. .

. Love.

Voting: 18 ballots
18 acceptance ; 1 acceptance (after count)

-



CRITERION NO. 8

WE WILL HAVE A CONTINUOUS ON-GOING FORMATION PROGRAM IN THE
PROVINCE.

MEANING:

The concept of "on-going" formation is two-fold:

The first aspect being the personal growth and development of
the individual and of the community in all its dimensions;

spiritual, intellectual, emotional, psycological etc.

The second aspect of "on-going" formation" is the PROFESSIONAL

" dimension. In a rapid changing world all professionals, individ-

ually and collectively, have a solmn obligation to keep abrest of
the progress in their fields. Therfore .it is imperative that the
Province initiate an o-going formation program. .
Voting: 18 ballots

16 acceptance ~

2 non acceptance ; 1 non acceptance (after the count)

Non Acceptance:

1. I reject this as a criteria because I feel it should be policy
and also because it is something that flows naturally from
pervious criteria. We could never implement the others if we
don't have on-going formation. Policy would be stronger than these
criteria. As has been repeated to often "entia non sunt mutiplicanda
sine necessitate". We would be multiplying "entia"™ by another
criteria.

2. It's a good idea and beneficial; however, it is not a criteria
and I reject it for this reason only.

3. it is not a criteria of works, This is (or can be) a policy
mostly needed.
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FINAL DRAFT OF CRITERIA AND THEIR MEANING:

CRITERION NO, 1

IN ORDER TO BETTER DETERMINE WHAT THE SPIRIT IS CALLING US TO
HERE AND NOW, WE WILL SUBMIT OUR WORKS TO PRAYERFUL DISCERNMENT
ON THE ILOCAL, DISTRICT AND PROVINCIAL LEVEL.

Meaning: the above statement includes the following elements:

1. All meaningful communal discernment must be based on
personal discernment,

2. Discernment includes present and future woks and life
style.

3. The integration and coordination of works must also be
submitted to discernment,

CRITERION NO.: 2
WE WILL SEEK OUT AND GEAR OUR WORKS TO THE MOST ABANDONED.

Meaning:

With renewed zeal we will seek out, befriend and respect as
brothers the abandoned poor with their many faces --- the weak,
the illiterate, the unemployed, victims of alcohol or drugs, the
sick, the marginal masses in less developed countries, immigrants,
and minority groups in all countries who are excluded from the
benefits of development, etc. etc. (pg. 16 of MISSIONARY OUTILOOK,
Orange pamphlet),

CRITERION NO. 3

WE WILL EMBRACE A LIFE STYLE WHICH REFLECTS AN OPEN AND RESPECT-
FUL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE JAPANESE AND THEIR CULTURE.

Meaning:

A life style which reflects an open and respectful attitude
can include the following:

1. proficiency in the Japanese language
2. deeper understanding of the Japanese culture by studying

3. developing a Christ-like critical approach to Japanese
values,

CRITERION NO, 4

WE WILL STAND UP AGAINST INJUSTICE AND WILL WORK "TO” FOSTER™
KINGDOM VALUES IN ORDER TO TRANSFORM SOCIETY,.

Meaning:

Since being Prophetic is of the essence of the Church, we feel



Criterion No. 4 (Cont'd.)

it imperative as a group of rellglous to stand up against all
forms of injustice. This stance naturally must begin at home,
among ourselves and the people around us, and will also take the

_positive form of cooperating wiith all the groups working for true

justice and peace. At other times it may even imply helping to
initiate such movements,

CRITERION NO, 5

V3 WILL FOSTER ALL LAY MINISTRIES AND INTEGRATE THEM INTO
OUR MISSION.

Meaning:

All Christians by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation are co-
workers with Christ., We will endeavor to awaken in all an
awareness of the proper roles to which the Holy Spirit is calling
us, and to integrate all the ministries and charisma with which
the Lord graces His Church.

CRITERION NO, 6

WE WILL MAINTAIN A LIFE STYLE THAT REFLECTS A SPIRIT OF SIMPLICITY,
CHALLENGING THE FALSE ABSOLUTES OF MONEY, POWER AND EXPLOITATION,

Meaning:

We live a life style that reflects a spirit of simplicity by not
confiding in ourselves, but seeking to live the poverty and avail-
ability of Jesus as radically as possible.

CRITERION NO 7

WE WILL STRIVE TO FORM COMMUNITIES THAT ARE CHARACTERIZED BY COMMU-
WAL PRAYER, A SINCERE AND MUTUAL CONCERN, AND OF UNITY OF PURPOSE.

Meéning:

In consideration of the fact that many of us live alone, special
emphasis should be given to the district level community and this
community should include:

1. Coamunication (sharing)

2. A program of life and prayer best suited to its purpose
and apostolate,

3. Matual concern and support

4, Acceptance

5. Love

CRITERION NO, 8
WE WILL HAVE A CONTINUOUS ON--GOING FORMATION PROGRAM IN THE PROVINCE

Meaning: The concept of "on-going" formation is two-fold:



Criterion No. 8 (Cont'd.)

The first aspect heing the personal growth and development of

the individual and of the community in all its dimensions;
spiritual, intellectual, emotional, psychological, etc.

The second aspect of "on-going formation" is the PRFESSIONAL
dimension, In a rapid changing world all professionals, individ-
ually and collectively, have a solemn obligation to keep abreast

of the progress in their fields. Therefore it is imperative that
the Province initiate an on-going formation program,

VISION-MISSION STATEMENT OF THE VICE PROVINCE
OF JAPAN

We THE OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE OF JAPAN ARE CALLED
BY THE HoLy SPIRIT, As A CHRISTIAN CommuniTy (C. 37-44,
R. 23-28), FOR THE PROCLAMATION OF, AND WITNESS TO JESUS
CHr1sT. (C, 2) |
IN A SPIRIT OF INTERDEPENDENCE AMONGST OURSELVES AND
WITH ALL AROUND us:(C.6 )
- WE SEEK AND EMBRACE THE KINGDOM VALUES IN THE
PEOPLE, THEIR RELIGIONS, TRADITIONS AND CULTURE.,
(C. 8 R.8) |
= WE FOSTER AND WORK WITH CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES AND
OTHER KINGDOM BUILDING COMMUNITIES. (C, 6)
- WE PROCLAIM THE GoOD NEWS TO THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER
~ HEARD GoD's WORD, ESPECIALLY THE MOST ABANDONED,
(C5.7.9,)
WE DO ALL OF THIS TO BRING ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD,
(C.5,.7,9,)



B.

Al

ELEMENTS OF VISION/MISSION STATEMENT
OF THE JAPANESE VICE PROVINCE ’

1. Called by the Holy Spirit.

2. As a Christian Community (OMI) and in a splrlt of inter-
dependence amongst ourselves.

3. Proclamation of Jesus Christ.
4. Witness to Jesus Christ.

5. A spirit of interdependence with all around us,(with
society, church).

6. We seek and embrace Kingdom values in the people, their
religions, traditions and culture.

7. We foster and work with Christian Communities.
8. And other Kingdom building communities (non-christian).

9. We proclaim the Good News to those who have never heard
God's Word.

10 Especially the most abandoned.
11 To bring about the Kingdom of God.

SUGGESTED STEPS FOR THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE MARCH '84 CONGRESS

THAT ALL OBLATES IN THE PROVINCE WILL SET ASIDE TIME, ARRANGE THEIR
SCHEDULES IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN MEETINGS GEARED TO THE NEEDS OF
OUR L1FE AND 11SS5ION. ( 126 pts. )

THAT WE LAUNCH A PROGRAM OF ON-GOING FORMATION WHICH WOULD INCLUDE
OUR SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL RENEWAL. WITH EMPHASIS ON THE STUDY
OF JAPANESE SOCIETY. ( 129 'pts.

THAT PROCEDURES FOR DISCERNMENT BE STUDIED AND APPLIED TO OUR
MINISTRIES AND LIFE-STYLES. ( 112 pts. )

THAT WE WILL ENTER INTO A PROCESS TO DISCERN WHO THE MOST ASANDONED
ARE FOR US, AND TO ARTICULATE OUR MISSION TO THEM. ( 105 pts. )

THAT WE DRAW UP A CONCRETE PROGRAM OF STUDY TO REALLY UNDERSTAND THE
CRITERIA WE HAVE CHOSEN IN THE CONGRESS. ( 81 pts. )

THAT WE ENTER/CONTINUE DIALOGUE WITH THE DIOCESE ON PROBLEMS CONCERNING
CRITERIA 2, 3, 4, 5. ( 16 pts. )



A DESCRIPTION OF PROVINCIAL CONGRESS'84

Since we did not have a secretary at our last two meetings, for
your information, I wish to give a short description of the
March'84 Congress.

Prior to the March Meeting:

1. In October'83 Jim Sullivan helped us, in his role as facilitator,
to formulate a Vision/Mission Statement. This statement has 11
elements. These eleménts:were thendsent to the Districts for
study and documentation. This work of documenting is still in
process.

2. On the last day of the October Meeting work was begun on the
formulation of criteria. Having completed the first step of
personal reflection on the Vision/Mission Statement, each person
was to come up'with 4 or 5icriteria which he had prioritized.

The next step was to work in small groups where after sharing
on each others suggestions, they were to come up with a consensus
on 4 or 5 criteria. Eighteen possible criteria were produced.

3. The original 18 were studied by Jim and the council. Duplications
were eliminated and similarities were combined. This resulted
in 12 possible criteria.

4., The 12 were sent to the Districts for comment, possible changes,
and additions. The results of the work done in the Districts
was returned to the council. They were studied and combined to
produce a working paper for the congress. The council came up
with 7 possible criteria.

5. The 7 criteria were sent to the district for documentation and
that documentation was included in the working paper.

THE MARCH'84 . CONGRESS

The meeting opened at 9:00 A.M. with the celebration of the

Liturgy. At this Mass, we prayed for the success of the following
three days during=which we wouldibe sharing and working on criteria.
The Vision/Mission Statement was read during the Mass for reflection
and also to put us back in touch with ‘the work we had done in October.

After opening remarks by Chris in which he outlined the work for

the congress, the rest of the morning was given to personal reading
and reflection on the working paper giving particular emphasis so to
the meaning of the criteria.

The afternoon was given to sharing, free exchange, clerification
and a period of brain storming. Upon completion of this step,
Chris asked if we accepted these 7 criteria as reflecting a general
consensus. There was acceptance of the 7 from which we would work
at this meeting. Chris then asked if there were any new criterion
and 1-was added, that on on-going formation. ~~ °

Vote to accept Criterion No. .8 ; Vote : 11 Yes

1T 2 ggstain



The group was then divided into 5 groups ¢+~

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3
Jack Deely Ray Bourgoin Ed Williams
Mike Yamazaki Fran Hahn Ange Siani
Tosa Yoshikazu Leo Simons Tom Maher
Bill Maher Jan Van Hoydonck John Iwo
Group 4 Gboup 5

Dick Harr Jose De Fruyt

Wency Laguidao Bert Silver

J. K. Mahoney Jerry Novotny

Gerard Stevens Ron La Framboise

These groups worked on their assigned criteria taking into

account the ideas shared at the plenary session. They were to

come up with an initial draft which was to be presented to the

group in plenary session on the next morning. -

On March 28, the meeting was opened with a short prayer. Chris
outlined the work for the day. .The initial drafts were then pre-
sented ¢ Suggestions and clerifications were asked for and after
all 8 had been reviewed, were onceﬁ?ﬁturned to the small groups
'With the task of formulating a Voting Draft.

The Voting was done before the evening Lituﬁgy and all were asked
to return thgér ballots by 7:30 P.M.

There were three choices on the voting ballot:
1. Acceptance as presented.

2. Acceptance with modification. = nn n

3. Non-acceptance. Reason

Results of votation on criteria:

Criterion No. [Ballots | Acceptance)with modification)non acc. | Approved
1 18 15 2 1 yes—
2 18 13 5 yes
3 18 15 3 yes
4 18 17 1 yes
5 18 11 7 yes
6 18 17 1 yes
7 18 18 yes
8 18 16 2 yes

One person returned his ballots at 8:45. The results are not
included here but will be given to the Follow-up Committee.:’ -

March 29. After a short prayer, Chris outlined the work for the
day. He asked the question "Where do we go from here?" Taking

the criteria, we were asked torreflect on them and to come up

with 3 or 4 suggestions. Having completed this step we were asked
to go into group work. .

-



Groups:
1 2 3 4
Jan Mike Ed Jack
Fran Xave Leo Ange
Bill Ray Tom Dick
John Iwo Wency J.K.M. Bert
Jerry Ron ~ Gerard ‘Jose

The 4 groups came up with the following:
Group 1

1. Monthly daysofurerewal, spiritual and intellectual.

2. A concrete program of study to really understand the criteria
we have chosen in our congress.

3. initiate dialogue with diocese on problems concerning Art. 2,
3,4,5. ’

Group 2

1. Launch a program of on-going formation which would include
a serious study of Japanese society and its problems today.

2. Begin the process of discerning who the most abandoned are
for us.

3. Discernment of our services, ministries, life style according
to the results of No. 2.

4. Dismantle the Church's structures so that Christ becomes
visible.

Group 3

Each house-district - and the entire province will plan days of
gathering- possible for attendance of all OMI's - all Oblates are
urged to arrange schedules so they are fully able to participate
in these gatherings.

2. Each house-district and the entire OMI province will discern
anew its program of life and prayer.

3. Prepare plans and procedures for discernment on various levels:
a. works
b. life style
c. integration of ministries.

Group 4

1. Coporate discernment of ministries and life styles.
2. Re-evaluate usage of financial resources.
3. Articulation of our mission to the most abandoned.

A lively discussion took place in the plenary session. An
explanation was asked of group No. 2 as to the meaning of no. 4
After much discussion it decided to shelve No. 4 of Group 2.
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Chris asked:for a..vote to shelve No. 4 of Group 2. He asked for

a simple majority and the needed number of votes for shelving it
were obtained.

The suggestions from the four groups were then give to the

Steering Committee for rewoding and they were reduced to six
in number. A.B.C.D.E. & G.

A vote was taken and the result was:

SUGGESTED STEPS FOR THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE MARCH '84 CONGRESS

ASIDE TIME, ARRANGE THEIR
THAT ALL OBLATES IN THE PROVINCE WILL SET

gCHEDULES IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN MEETINGS GEARED TO THE NEEDS OF
OUR LIFE AND MISSION. ( 126 pts. )

WHICH WOULD INCLUDE
5 LAUNCH A PROGRAM OF ON-GOING FORMATION

gggTSg%R%TUAL AND INTELLECTUAL RENEWAL, WITH EMPHASIS ON THE STUDY
OF JAPANESE SOCIETY. ( 129 pts. ) .

THAT PROCEDURES FOR DISCERNMENT BE STUDIED AND APPLIED TO OUR
MINISTRIES AND LIFE-STYLES, ( 112 pts. )

3 WHO THE MOST ABANDONED
T WE WILL ENTER INTO A PROCESS TO DISCERN
EgéTFOR US, AND TO ARTICULATE OUR MISSION TO THEM. ( 105 pts. )

THAT WE DRAW UP A CONCRETE PROGRAM OF STUDY TO REALLY UNDER?TAND THE
CRITERIA WE HAVE CHOSEN IN THE CONGRESS. ( 81 pts. )

THAT WE ENTER/CONTINUE DIALOGUE WITH THE DIOCESE ON PROBLEMS CONC@RNING
CRITERIA 2, 3, 4, 5. ( 16 pts. )

becomes visible "
" F. Dismantle the Church's structures so that Christ
- was shelved for a later date, by vote of the Plenary Session.

™
The congress was closed with a Mass of Thanksgiving and Supper. -
On the evening of the 29th, the council met with Chris and at

that time we decided to add four members who along with the
council would form the "Follow-through Committee.



RESULTS OF VOTATION
ON
CRITERIA
Crit. No.| Ballots||Acceptance | Acceptance Not Approved
with modif's |accepted
Criterion No. 18 15 2 1 Yes
Criterion No. 18 13 5 Yes
™ Criterion No, 18 15 3 Yes
Criterion No 18 e 1 Yes
Criterion No. 18 U 7 Yes
Criterion No. 6 18 17 1 Yes
Criterion No. 18 18 Yes
Criterion No. 18 16 2 Yes




SUGGESTED STEPS FOR THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE MARCH '84 CONGRESS

A. THAT ALL OBLATES IN THE PROVINCE WILL SET ASIDE TIME, ARRANGE THEIR
SCHEDULES IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN MEETINGS GEARED TO THE NEEDS OF
OUR LIFE AND MISSION., ( 126 pts. )

B. THAT WE LAUNCH A PROGRAM OF ON-GOING FORMATION WHICH WOULD INCLUDE
OUR SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL RENEWAL, WITH EMPHASIS ON THE- STUDY
OF JAPANESE SOCIETY. ( 129 pts.

C. THAT PROCEDURES FOR DISCERNMENT BE STUDIED AND APPLIED TO OUR
MINISTRIES AND LIFE-STYLES., ( 112 pts. )

D. THAT WE WILL ENTER INTO A PROCESS TO DISCERN WHO THE MOST ASANDONED
ARE FOR US, AND TO ARTICULATE OUR MISSION TO THEM, ( 105 pts. )

E. THAT WE DRAW UP A CONCRETE PROGRAM OF STUDY TO REALLY UNDERSTAND THE
CRITERIA WE HAVE CHOSEN IN THE CONGRESS. ( 81 pts. ) ‘

G. THAT WE ENTER/CONTINUE DIALOGUE WITH THE DIOCESE ON PROBLEMS CONCERNING
CRITERIA 2, 3, 4, 5. ( 16 pts. ) ~

1st = B = 129 pts.
2nd = A = 126 pts.

3rd = C = 112 pts.
bth = D = 105 pts.
5th = E = 81 pts.
6th = G = 16 pts.

™

" F. Dismantle the Church's structures so that Christ becomes visible "
was shelved for a later date, by vote of the Plenary Session.
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EVALUATION OF CONGRESS MARCH '84 1

What were the positive aspects of this congress for you?

I found a deeper awakening as a group to the problems that

face us.

- Welcomed an outsider as facilitator so that it kept us
mostly on-line.

- My fear that some may fear "criteria" as non-negotiable
was allayed as I saw those people get involved & to
express hope.

- Good drinks and food - and good company.

- A rather relaxed atmosphere,

- The meaningfull echange.

- good to be with OMI for serious study & to bring everyone
into the policy making process for the province.

- The excellent job Chris did in facilitating this meeting.

- Almost complete attandence of Oblates in Japan.

- Good spirit; friendliness, studiousness.

- cooperation in discussions.

- Positiveness.

- Very good moderator.

- 1st. class kitchen

- Logistics: prima!

- Time spent together with the others

- A realization that most of the criteria in someway re-
flect some concrete need of my life.

- The logistics, food and general service was very good.

- The fact of meeting.

- chance of seeing a few confreres I usually don't meet
(because of distance)

- Very good service.

-There was a very good attendance (only 2 absent)

- First of all, the preparation for theCongress afforded me
the opportunity for reflection & sharing, which was, the,
actually continued at the congress.

- The preparation was excellent especially on the part of the
leader, the method of procedure was followed= there was
positive participation and cooperation by all, the prayer &
liturgies were well done.

- Asking the men to arrive the night before as well as going to
5 the closing day was a good idea.

- We got together.

- We discussed meaningful material.

- Printing equipment saved a lot of time.

- Food and house arrangement superlative.

- Being with the Oblates was very refreshing.

- More experience of Oblate Apostolic Community, working, pray-
ing and enjoying together and finding in a very humanly fallible
way the working of the Spirit in our own group.

- The good attendance.

= The chance to be together

- much of the work was done by everybody.

- Active participation

- a chance of resourcing

- Chris - o tsukare-sama

- last but not least, the kitchen, the food was good kokoro komete

. —tBxeellent Bacilitator:

- good attandence

- After 3 days "criteria" came a little clearer.

- Gave us ways to realize the Vision-Mission Statement in our lives
- "voting" made decissions faster to make
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EVALUATION 2 -
What were the positive aspects of this congress for you.(cont.)

- We are definitely moving ahead in one direction. This is "a first"
for this mission. And due to this unique process, we are together.
(I hope so anyway). I feel a.great debt to Jim Sullivan & Chris for .
this untiring effort on our behalf. We now have a concrete direction
to move in. I'm greatful!

- We as a group were able to arrive at general guidlines. I feel
most of the guidlines are possible to accomplish.

- ‘There was a relaxed atmosphere.

'~ It was a meeting that will make it easier for us in the not to
distant future to address ourselves to making important priority
decisions.

2. What concrete suggestions can you make for future meetings of
this kind in the province?

- That they continually be held after a deepening on the district
level ie so that people come prepared. .

- That our next congress, rahther than being a search for self-
identity, deal with concrete problems of Japanese society ie out-
cast problem, buraku problem, the call for educational changes et o,

- That at least the first session be used for in-put by an expert.

- I hope there aren't any more of this kind- we have had them since
1971.

~ Appointing a secretary

- Fully satisfied if the future ones equal the quality of the
present one.

- If we can establish a way that the monthly retreat days prepare

us for these meetings or establish another day that would do that.

We might be better prepared to enter into a process of dialogue.

Hang in there see you in Sept.

no smoking in the meeting rooms.

that the steering committee be appointed before the Congress so that

the members of the committee will be better able to contribute

towards it

Everything went so well I can't think of anything right now, but

if anything comes to mind I will tell Ange.

- More free time in the afternoon, maybe evening sessions if not
too long and quieter in the house after 10 PM or 10;30 PM

- To avoid as much as possible misconceptions on varied conceptions
of meaning of words - clear definition of these be used at that —
meeting - be decided at the beginning.

- could logistic matters, voting procedures etc. be prepared before
and printed up to save a bit of time. '

- To really make the Vision-Mission Statement and criteria meaningful
for the Province as ‘a whole, after several months of continuing to
document and study them in the Districts have a general meeting
at which the men are given a chance to express their feelings,
opinions, and ideas before the general body. And discuss them to
come to an understanding of what the terms mean for the various men

of the province. Even if conflict arises in a meeting of that type
we should not fear it. But perhaps a facilitator who knows how to
deal with conflict would be needed.

- To incorporate more Japanese culture by having some community silence
especially at the beginning.

- have more reports on works in the context of the overall mission
of the church, How the persondoes his work in context to mission
of the church .
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What concerte suggestions can you make for future meetings of
this kind in the province? (cont.)

Methodology: We should make more effort on areas where we find ourselves
weak, eg. our understanding of discernment and how to go about it.
Concrete procedure "C" is something we can look at.

House: personally, I found the food a bit rich (in ¢ream etc) can

we have a little variety of simplier food?

At this point I really don't know. Perhaps, at retreats and gatherings
to study, we can make individual and district reports on progress

in regard to the criteria.

A more informative meeting

a meeting with in-put on the area of the most abandoned -~ for Japan
and the Oblates.

Others:

less cholesterol in the meals (is that possible?)
Very well chaired and hosted - arigatoo!



