THi YEAR OF THE HORSEt=-=

Years in Japan are designated by the Oriental zodiac

and this is the Tth year or the year of the horss.
a Japanese proverb "praying to the ear of a horse"

meening similiar to our "preaching to deaf ears". The missionary

There is
that has a

in Japan may scmetimes be tempted to apply this proverb to his
efforts, yet the converts, though gmall in number, continue to come
into the Church and the steady spread of Christim influence in this
pogan society gives rise to great hope for the future. The humblest
prayers are heard. Perhaps a greater volum in this year of the
horse will open the ears of some of the deaf ones.

CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE: -~

The First Quarterly Catechotical Conference undcr the
chairmonship of Fr. Joscph Hofmuns, 0.M.I., wus held &t Ikedu on
Jenuary 4th and included all the fothers of the Kochi end Tokushima
districts. Sincere thanks to Fr. Stevens, the host, for tuking such
good care of the nineteen fathers in his small quartors.

At the conference and the regular meeting thet followed
on January 5th, final plans for the publication of the catechetical
courss for kindergartens was decided. It is hoped the handbook for
tearhors will be ready for use with the start of tho new term this
year. This hondbook 1s & tronslatio of the exccllent Belgian work
thot mony of the fathers are familiar with alrcady.

A plan for monthly inserts for newspapers was ulso adopted
end wo hope to reach thousunds in all the cities wherc Oblatus ars
workiag. An insert with a Christien theme will be prepuredé for in=-
gertion in your loecal naowspaper at the beginning o cceh month for the
noxt six months. Inserts will be printed in one plucc and sent to

the various houses.

ANNUAL RETREATS--

The annual retreats this year will be hold in Kiryu under

the dircotion of Fr. Jamos Cleary, 0.4.I., whon

Father Provincisl has

kindly wllowcd to come to Juopun. First omferences at 9 p.u. on the
11th ond 18th of April. Father Cleary will also be preaching rotroots

for the Colurmbion and Marylmoll Fathers.

APRIL 11th to 17th APRIL 18th to 24th:-
R.F Gill R.F. Brody
R.F.Barrett R.F. Robitaille
R.F.Harr R.F. Simons
R.F. Moyer R.F. Muhoney
R.F. Silver R.F. Lowncy
R.F, Dslporte R.F. Stovens
R.F. Hofmmns R.F. lLishor
R.F, Barton R.F, Willioms
R.F. Kellen R.F. Yomagoki
R.F. Mattimoro R.F. Inue
R-?. Sioni R-F- O'Brien

AVE ET VALE!

Grouetings to Fr. Richord Harr tho roturned to Jupun from nis
lenve oo Tenuary 19th. And 'bon voyoge' to Fathers Riolly rnd Van Hoydrmcl

who will bo leaving cariy in Jebriory.

ok s ek ke
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A course of pastoral studies geared to the missionary problems of the
Far East is to be offered at the East Asian Pastoral Institute in Manila. The
institute is now under the direction of Father Nebreda, S.d.,formerly of Japan.
The course will require seven months to complete and leads to an Institute di-
ploma. This in turn serves as an introduction to a one year course leading to
a degree in Religious Edutation. i

Requirements are a college degree, if possible, and experlence in pas-
toral and catechetical work., We hope to be able to send a priest to take this
course. Those interestéd should write to Tokyo as roon as possible. At present
T have no details about the date of the course's oponing session. I presume
this will be in the fall.

c o e

The next Catechetical Committee meeting will be held on the morning
of April 18th in Tokyo. This will allow time for those beginning retreat on
that day to get the afternoon train for Kiryu. Both retreat groups are expec-
ted for supper the evening retreat begins.

For the September meeting Fr. Hofmans has engaged Rev. Marcel VanCas-
ter, S.J., of Lumen Vitae, Brussels, to give a series of four lectures over a
two day period. The lectures will be held in Naruto and all are invited.

The first series of three inserts for newspapers has been sent to the
various parishes and Fathers Ward and Mattimore are to be congratulated on a job
well done. All comments on the inserts will be appreciated.

onsi-

To Brothers Bourgoin, Bonang and Maher on their coming ordinations.
For those who wish to write their addresses are: Bro. Raymund Bourgoin, 2 Cen-
tral Ave., Waterville, Maine; Bro. William Maher, 7710 Paxton Ave., Chicago,Il1l.
and Bro. Richard Bonang, 30 Tuttle St., Dorchester, Mass. Dates of the ordina-
tions are: Bro. Bourgoin-March 19th, Bro. Maher-April 26h and Bro.Bonang,_lay 31.

Rev. Leonard Robitaille, O.M.I., to Tokyo--effective March 21st.,
Rev. Leonard Inui, O.M.I., to Koga--effective April 26th,

Bon Vovagel
To Father John Meyer who leaves late this month for his vacation. A

note from Fr. Reilly tells of arriving at a snowed-' .: airport in Philadelphia
where a large gathering of relatives and friends were waiting and being diver-
ted to another airport with no reception. Kowaisoo desu ne.

ologic

In place of the usual examinations for the young fathers a two day
theological seminar will be held in Tokyo this summer, We hope to have Fa-
ther Clarkson, S.J., or Fr. Nameshegyl conduct the seminar.

s

Work on a parish hall for St. Paul Miki parish, Tokushima, is due to
begin in a few weeks. Work on the Itami church is progressing well and the
construction should be finished well ahead of kendooshiki day: June 5th.
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Bisbop's and Swerior's Conferencgt- The amnval meeting of the Bishops and
Suwpeviors takes place this month in Tokyo on the 1lth, 12th and 13th. Some
of the prcblems faced by the Conferences this year desl with the liturgy
the religicus survey, the decres on Miesion Activity and the building of
a contor for Advanced Studles irn the apostolate in Japen. The next nsws-
lotter will give a summary of these discussions.

1 := The Catechetical Committee mst in Tokyo on April
18th under the chairmanship of Fr. Eofmans who gavo a very interest-
ing papor-onaiiern catechetical methods. Various projects now under deval-
opment were discussed including the slidoe series, movies, the yochien
course and tho prfison apostolate,

Dus to shifts in personnell a few changes in the committee are
amouncod. The comrittse members are: Fr, Hofman, chairman, Fr. shownsy
Fr. VenFoydonck, fr. Ward, Fr. Barton, Fr. Williams and Fr. Yamazaki,

\
Now _dssigumentsi- Pastoral Institute, Manilai--Fr. Mattimore 0“ \J/‘ES
Association of M.I,:=- Tr, Williaxs ppouitE

Vocation Dirsctori=- Fr. Inue o
Public Relationsi-- A new office of public relations has been established

with Pr. John Barrett, O.M.I., as the first chairman., Father Barrett will

coordinate Oblate and Church activities with the local and, when possible,

foreign nows media. All ideas and news-worthy items should be sent to Fr.

garratt. Nows items for our Roman Publication will be handled by Fr.
"Brien, :

Itant Dodications=~ As previously announced the dedication of ths Itami
church will take place on Juno#Bth, On the following day, Monday the

6th, there will be a gathering of the fathers., There will be Concela-

bration in the morning. Those who are able to attend one of both of

these gatherings should write to Fr. Gill regarding time of arrival and
length of stay.

's Batx $= Fr. Cleary continues his retreat program this
month with the Marylmoil Fathiirs in Kurasaeki, He will return to  Tokyo
the lest Sunday of this month for the echolastio's retreat.

Summar Assignments t- Fre O'Bri6N.seeseseesesoNaruto
}‘-‘r. am..lillloiititl.mm

Bro, Mfyo-noo-oooo.oiosmnhomom
Bro. Laframboisecesssss .kl

Bro. QuinMeeersoceeesenslicoda

Zro, chotny...u.......ﬂakamachi
Bro. Barberessecaseseeccsliaml

Bro. Deeley.............Tolnlshima

Bon Vovage! To Mother Mary Paul. of the avarien Sisters who will leave
for the United States the end of this month. Mother Mary Paul will re-
turn in September witn the Mother General of the Xaverians who will then
begin a visitation of the Japanese missicn., Your prayers are requested
for Sister Petra, Sadahirosan of Aki, who 1s seriously ill in Detroit.

Tajshokin:~ As previously announced taishokin for &ll employees will now
be taken care of by the individual parishes. We suggest you start a
fund for this purpose if you have not already done so.



. |
ITAMI CHURCH DEDICATED:- lj = [ : : R . i

The Church of Chris King was dedicated on June 6th with ]
His Excellency, Bishop Paul Taguchi of Osaka,officiating. Bishop Tagu- ;
chi was lavish in his praise of the Oblate Fathers and in partiocular
of Fr. Robert Gill, the pastor, for this beautiful addition to the
churchs of the diocese. The Bishop predicted an upsurge of the Faith
in the area as a result of this visible evidence of the depth and de-
votion of the priests and parishoners of Itami City.

On the following day, June 7th, eighteen Gblates of Mary TImma-
culate concelebrated Mass around the altar of the new churcl. and were ‘
hosted by Father Gill and Father Yamazaki in the large meeting room that b
is connected with the church, Sincere thanks to Frs. Gill and Yamazaki i
and the previous pastors and ocurates of Christ the King who have worked ;
so hard to erect this church, P

SEMINARY SUPERIOR RE-ASSIGNED:- !
hu Patridk H’dy’ OQM.IC, S‘Ip!!'ior Of Oln' La-dy of Hope Semin' I

ary, has been reassigned temporarily to the home province for a period of :

three years. Father Healy was involved in a serious plane crash last year

and it is feared he will require continued medical attention. We will ;

miss Father Healy very much in Japan and we hope and pray that he is able i

to return very soon.

TAKAMATSU CRDINATIONS:- 1

Oblate ordinations to the subdiaconate and minor orders will !
take place in Takamatsu Diocese on July 10, Sunday, at 10330 a.n, His 2
Excellency, Francis Tanaka, will officiabe. !

-

DISTRICT SUPERICR'S MEETING:=- :

A meeting of our three District Superiors, Fathers Gill, Ma-
honey and Hofmans with the Provincial Delegate was held in Itami on June
7th. The meeting was held with a view towards implementing and expanding
the activities of the District Superiors.

From now on the District Superiors will meet at least twlce dur-
ing the year. Memhers of the various districts should feel free to go to
their District Superiors with their plans and their problems, When certain
permissions are sought and the Provincial Delegate cannot be contacted,
the District Superior should be consulted,

The gradual increase in the personnel of the mission it is im-
perative that District Superiors take a greater share in the responsibi-
lities of running the mission.

[P

THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCES:-

The theological conferences for the young fathers will take place
in Tokyo on June 27th and 28th at the Jesuit Seminary. Conferences are un-
der the supervision of Fr, Clarkson, S.J.

Other conferences of interest: Aug. 22-26- Mefu-"History of
Salvation" under Fr. Stuhlmueller.

Aug. 30 to Sept. 2nd:-Saso as above.Sulpician Seminary, Kyushu.
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VOCATION INQUIRIES:-
From now on please address all vocation inquiries to Rev. Leonard
Inui, 0.M.I., Koga Church, Fukuoka ken.

o ey

SINCERE THANKS:-
To our Liturgical Committee under Fr, Vincent and the Pastoral
Book Club for their splendid services.

Yours in Christ and M.I., i

Patrick Brady, OM.I., S
Provincial Delegate
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PISHOP TAGUCHIL'S: ATNTVERSARY o~
Sengratulations to Bishop Paul Y. Teguchi of Oscka who cala- ﬁ

brated the 25th anmiversary of his ccnseeration as Bighop of Gsaka on
250¢ of NHoveubar. Fathor VanEoydonok representad the Chlates as ong ©
twonty five priests who concelebrated with Bishop Taguehl in thelsake o
1pol. Bishop Taguechi gave & very stirring sermon 4o over a thousand pr
steps and leymon WO C&NO +to the Mass.

The lass Was followed by & luncheon for over WO hundead w23
o the diocese and representatives of other dioceses. the eveil o J
a private dinner at the Bishop's new pesidence. The Colate Vice Provinclal was
tho orly foroign pricst at this gathering; ceptainly this 1s 2 tribute to the

L

fplates who havo worked in Oselkn dioceso but especislly in Toami,

1ASS COMMUNICATIONS AXD PUBLIC RELATICNS:--

Wirmtos of the meeting on Hass Commuication and .
+icns have been pocsived and will be distributed #hroughout the wHee provines.
Taiher Barrolti, our ropresentative at the Cotobato meeting, nas no doubl
w4 ven many of the fathers and trothers a swmery of what occeured at tho first
mooting of specialists in this field. Preliminary reports from Fathsr o tl
i Tather O'Domnnell, ©he fustralisn Delegate who visited dapan, ind 2 thoe

nestings were Very spirited and showed many areas where mutual coODEYE ghon 48

possiblo.

v Relaoe

Thers will be & mesting of the Vice province Commitiece o 1SS
pdia  and Peblic Relations in Focki on the 6th of Tocembers

AN SCHOLASTICATE 50th ATAIVERSARY i

iy, Bobert G111 of the Japan mission sends glowing yeporis of
$ho volebrations this month in Washington maricing the 50tk anmiversery of
scholasticate ab 391 Michigan Ave. Since moat of the Oblatesin Japan mali
alated at 391, this news wad of particular intepest, Most Rev. Fathar Gon
was present for the colebrations togather wAlh gix formex scholasticate sul

Lors.

o YCEAGE -

Te Fathor Lecnard Robitaille who will 1oave Japan cn lis sab-
Lasicsl on the lst of Decaembhol.

Mo three sisters of Gt. FrancisXavier Commuardty who will aryivo
11 Tolohama on the 5th of Docomber, For WO Amerdcen sisters 1t will be ool
Pvat vislt to their new homej for Sister M, Petra of Ad, 11 mepls her 76~
fen 26 her native land aftor nex pestlancy and novitiate in Frazer, Mechigsan.
. The smewican Slsters wi1l toke thelr language stadles in Hne
Chiedo Language school in Tokyo.

yrog TRSPECTICON PR3~

Some of the fiwe insurance inspection forms have not been Te-
curnsd at this date. Flsase sand Tthesa in as 800% as possibie 80 a3 to aveil
any difficdity in case of fire.

LR,

Yours in Christ and .14

Dappiek Bradys 0., 1.



