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RESCLUTIGNS: Meeting iu Marute Scheel Eall: July 24, 3130 P.X,

~O0IRANITY LIFE:

L. Wheroas our nev Constutiens and Rules have given us a
v style eof 1life, .

Vhereas the missien in general feels it hasg net been guf=-
ficiently affected by this,

‘Whore 33 in this peried ef tramsition it is premature to
decide upons specific changes,
BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That all be cenvinced ef the mecd to change our style of life,
2, That study of tho Conatitutiens and Rules be continued by
individual study and threugh cemmunity dialogue,
3. Thas prudent experimsntation be done under the guidence
of the proper autheritios. -

(Vete: Inanimously acoepted,)

22, Vhereas the mew Censtitutiens and Rules have given us & mow spirit
of Govercaent

BE IT RESOLVED:;

1. Tuat the superior be Yocognined as & menber of the cennuni ty
and not aa individusl placed ever it. ( Vete: acoepted 18 te 3)

3. That all menbers share ia o sospensibility fer the 1itife
and works ef the commumity, (Vetes Unanineusly accepted,)

3. That vhenavey possible, decistens sheiuld be taken within
& hunan esatext of imdividusl er c dialegue and
respect fer the views of ail, (Vote: Unanimously accepted).
4¢,That all aceept the Superier's duty and ebligatien to
formulate decissions, snd alse the members duty and obli-

_— gatien te acoept these decisions in a spirit of faith and
religious ebedience. (Vote: Unaninously accepted),

111, Whereas the abgerptien ef yeunger men inte the comnunity
requires special attentien in eur day,

BE IT RESOLVED: that the intexgration of younger Oblates be
gulded by three principles:
1. On the part ef the younger man, a realizatiean that he
is entering a community and stands in need of benefitting

frea the histery ef the community and the wisdem and exe-
poerience of elder members,

2. That the yeunger Oblates not be expected to be ceupletely
passive,

3. That the integration should Reither doprive the yeunger
man legitimate initiative, nor prevent him ¢ 2y U
%-"—'M@M
ote: Unanimsusly accepted,)
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RESOLUTIORS: (con't)

“ADAPTATION TO JAPANESE CULTURE
M

IV, BX 1T RES@LVED: that the knewledge of Japansese Culture be acaepted as

85 equally impertant as the inevwledge of the Japanese language, (Vete 19 t¢ 1,
. » 10 Zaver,)

Yo Vhereas there was net suffient time to ceuplete the discussiea ea

adaptation to Japanesge culture,

BE IT RESOLVED: that further yeselutieus on ocultural adaptatiem °
be taken up en the district level, (Veto: Accepted 18 to 2.)
AND BE IT RESOLVED: that this be yetained as a8 topic fer future
discussien ea the district level, ( Vete: accepted Unanimously, )

AFOSTOLIC ORIENTATIONS
M

Vii.,Yhereas imnunerable apestolic orientations are available

te the Oblates,
Whoreas an effective community apestelate requires organizatien
and planning,

BE IT RRSOLVED THAT THE FOLLOWING ORDER OF PRIORTIES BE ACCEPTED BY
THE PROVINCE: '

1. That preference be given te the city apestelate ever the rural/
(Vate: Unanizoeusly accepted,)

2., That fer the noxt three years the cities of Kechi and
Tekushina be given top priority., (Vete: accepted 17 te 3,)

-~

V311,88 IT RESOLVED: that eur parishes be developed se that they

beceme true apostelic and missionary cemmunities,
(Vete: Unsnimeusly accepted,)

All. BE IT RESOLVED: that during the mext thrwe yeays At leaat a study

be made en the deairability of the expansien of .
Oblate activity in Tekye. (Vete: accepted 18 te 2,) ‘

X, BE IT RESOLVED: that 1m additfen te the parechial systen ceaside |

eration be given te the development of other ferms
of apestelic activity, (Vete: Unanimeusly acoepted.) )

“APOSTOLIC-RELIGIOUS LIFE
m

X1, Whereas there is a unity te eur apestelic religieus 1iife,

Vhereas eur apestelate §s o Osimunt ty apestelate and pet

&% individual enme,

Whereas the District 1s a very impertant untt withim the Vige~
Previence,

Vhoreas the spirit of individual end semmunity prayer is of the
easence eof the apestolate,
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RESOLUTIONS: (cen't)
= APOSTOLIC-RELIGIOUS LIFE

XI,{cen’t)
BE 1T RESOLVED: '
1. That every effert be made te form truec apes-
tolic religieus commmities en the District level.
(Vote: Unanimeusly accepted.)

2. That the menthly day of prayer, study and reflectiea

be accepted as an excellent means ef doveleping this
apestelic religieus cemmunity., (Vete: Unanimeusly aceepted,)

End of Rasolutiens,



APPENDIX

The follawing is a brief Summation of seme of the idesas
of the Scholastics on the Future of the Province of Japan,

Due to tlho fact that we the Scholastics stand at varieus levels
and degrees of exparionce on this migssion, we recognize the fact that
such a report has ity limitations, Yet these words do oxpress some ef the
hepes, ideas, and ambitions that we have, and would like to present here,

1. PURPOSE OF THE SCHOLASTICATE: To orientate a young man towards
2 migssionary career in Japan,

" One whe has finished. the peried of preperation in the scholasticate,
sheuld have already achieved ocertain definite aims:
8. A workable knowledge of Japan; her peeple, and of their language,
b, A well balanced theological training ospecially geared <o the
living situation of the mission here in Japan,

With these aims in mind, let us view the present sitzation., The
peried for preperatien in Jagan is prosently a gix year progrem, The first
two years are devoted mainly to language study, and adaptation. The present
situation of study at Veaseds scoms teo provide an excellen’ oppertunity to
achieve the above mentioned aimg,

The fouxr years ef theological training are done at Jocki, Presently
there seens to be some serious gups in the progentation of the matter at this
school, The lack ef such co'wrses ag wissiolegy, catechetical techniques, and
Japanese culture and history, ars a sorious bleck to a well balanced preparatien
fer our future work, During the peried ef theolegy we feel tie need to cen~
timue our familarizatien with the ceuntry., Hewever due to the importance of
theolegy, selectivigy nust be exerciged as to tho timeg and types ef such
activities, during the scheol year. During theelegy we weuld alse like to see
the ceatinuation ef Seme lenguage studies, As for the ordained schelastic
be ke priest or doacen, we believe it 18 oxtremely impertant to give them week
end work in Japanoso parishes, There seeus to be enough available if we
search fer it,

In 1ine with tais thinking, wo find the summer pregrams and the
vacation eriods, ol vita) inportance in achieving the above mentiened aims, B
We feel that we in Tokyo are somewhat hindered in eur language preparatien, '
and 1in our adjustment to the Japanese vay of life, by the fact that our heuse
is almest exclucively compesed ef non-Japanese, What can be done to offset
this natural provlem? We strongly feel that & correct use of vacatien time
can be an excellent vay of everceming this handicap, Recognizing the need te
become acquainted vith the missions ef the Oblates, we still believe that at
least half of the vacation time allottedus over the six year preparatien
peried, should and geuld afferd us the time to live in and experience a
tetally Japanese atmogphere, Hore we would spezk enly Japanese, and we would
be able te werk alongside Japanese people. There are many fine projects avatle
eble, Ones whorein both Catholics and Pretestants Gelladorate, Pgojects arising
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SCHOLASTIC REPORT (con't)

sut of university activities, er work in such places as erphansges, hespitals
or youth centers, ectt Vhatover knowledge or experience we gain here, will
be not enly te ouxr bencfit, but te the benefit of the mission as a vwhele,

Wo would 1like it clearly understoed that eur desire fer such exper~
iences 1s net to avoid ceming to 1ive en the mission, nor de we wmean te use
then as a lever te avoid working in the present axeas ef Oblate activity,
after we're erdaimed, We desire such experiences seley to holp us gain & mere
werkable knewledge ef the peeple, their language, and their way ef thinking, The
value of living with Japanese for a peried ef six to eight weeks 1s in helping te
make us more effective in centinuing and extending the werk that yeu the fathers
of this mission have already begun,

In general we feel that the proparation should net be exactly the same fer
each ammn. Superiers must %alke inte account the needs, talents, and differences
of each individual schelagijc. '

Il. TOWARDS THE FUTURE: OUR HOPES AND AMBITIONS,

Ve believe in the need to develep a Natienal eutleek toward the
Japanese mission as a whole, It is eur sincere hepe that we will cemtinue te
establish a policy of expansien and elasticity en this missien. A policy ef
cooperation with the other religieus groups( Ex,-Josuit) in staffing & parish
or social center tegether, Or of teaching at, er werking im, secular scheols im
some sort ef Newman club center, or student conter. The pessibility ef werking
with seme ether priests in a well planned priest-werker preject, and abeve all
recognation of the need to traim men in effective methods ef the city apostelate.
We would hope for some research en the rovamping and develeping the presenmt
parish structures, Are Oblates to be strictly ‘parish priests®' in the tradi-
tienal senss ¢f the word ? Is the present parish structure the only ferm ef
uissienary activity open te a priest ?

Ve feel that we have to begin te establish these pelicies new, and te
make our pesition en them clear, If theso things, some er all, are possible,
then the time te begin training fer them is right nov while we're in the
scholasticate.To specialize in a field necessitates training. Te oarry the
chrisma of theo gospel to the modern world takes er requires many things today,
The day ef tho general practicioner is gone. We ne longer live in a Bavartiaam
village ef* in an Irish village, We new live in a highly specialized society
and every priest necds expertise beyend what he gets in the seminary/,

Above 2all we recoguize the need fer holiness, cennunity and persensal,
Our lives must be centered in Christ, in the Mags and in prayer., There are
many things in this vain that we would like to mentiom but our time is limited,. ¥We
knew and hope that all discussions en the above mentioned aims will be centered
in and around Christ, His mission handed to us, and the way we,in eur lives
together here,can witness to Him here in Japan .



