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INSIGHT NOTICE TO HELIDECK OPERATORS, OWNERS 
& SHIPYARDS 

Fixed offshore installations and vessels – understanding different regulatory 
logics 

Why this notice? 
Offshore assets are subject to different regulatory and technical frameworks depending on whether they are 
vessels or fixed installations permanently connected to the seabed. 
In practice, requirements and verification approaches are sometimes transferred between these domains 
without clearly distinguishing which regulatory logic applies and how responsibilities are distributed, 
particularly at aviation interfaces. 
 
Regulatory and operational context 
Fixed offshore installations are governed by European and national regulatory frameworks, requiring that 
safety and structural integrity are demonstrated in accordance with the state of the art, typically evidenced 
through recognized technical rules. 
Vessels, by contrast, are designed and certified under classification society rules. Aviation-related 
requirements derived from SOLF, ICAO or CAP 437 apply independently of the structural framework and 
focus on operational requirements and defined load limitations, not on structural design verification itself. 
 
Typical practical issues 

• Structural verification frameworks for vessels and fixed installations are treated as interchangeable 
• Responsibilities between aviation assessors and classification or certification bodies are not clearly 

distinguished 
• Structural verification focuses on calculations and certifications, while aviation assessors verify 

whether load limitations required by SOLF, ICAO or CAP 437 are clearly documented, traceable and 
operationally usable 

 
What needs to be addressed now? 

• Whether the offshore asset follows vessel-based or fixed-installation regulatory logic and how 
compliance with public-law safety requirements is demonstrated 

• How aviation-relevant load limitations are defined, documented and made operational 
• How responsibilities between aviation assessors and certification bodies are clearly separated 

 
Our support 
Octagon Consulting supports operators and project stakeholders in reviewing aviation-relevant 
requirements and verification evidence, focusing on the presence, consistency, and operational 
applicability of documented load limitations as required by aviation guidance, while structural verification 
and certification remain with the responsible classification or certification bodies. 
 
Why act now? 
Misalignment between structural verification and aviation documentation becomes relevant once approvals 
and operational acceptance processes are already underway. 


