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INSIGHT NOTICE TO HELIDECK OPERATORS, OWNERS 
& SHIPYARDS 

PFAS in Firefighting Foams – Regulatory Requirements & Early Advisory 

 
 
Why this notice? 
The EU PFAS Regulation (EU) 2025/1998 is already in force. All helideck operators are required to verify 
whether the firefighting foams in use fall under applicable transition periods and will no longer be permissible 
in the future. 
 
Regulatory background 
Offshore helidecks: PFOS and PFOA have been excluded for years; remaining fluorinated foams are now 
subject to the EU PFAS regulation. 
Helidecks on vessels: PFOS-containing foams are prohibited under IMO/SOLAS as of 1 January 2026. 
EU PFAS transition periods apply in addition. 
 
Typical practical issues 

• Unrecognized or underestimated need for action 
• Unclear responsibilities between shipyard, owner, and suppliers 
• Missing documentation regarding the approval status of the firefighting foam 
• Underestimated effort required for cleaning and retrofitting existing systems 

 
What needs to be addressed now? 

• Verify the regulatory compliance of the firefighting foam in use 
• Identify applicable transition periods and documentation requirements 
• Assess the impact on helideck approval and operational acceptance 
• Clarify requirements for cleaning, replacement and evidence 
• Initiate coordination with specialist contractors and authorities 

 
Our support 
Octagon Consulting supports operators, shipyards and offshore service providers in classifying PFAS 
requirements within the context of helideck approval, flight operations and handover processes – early, 
independent and practice-oriented. 
 
Why act now? 
The regulation is in force and transition periods are running. Early action helps to reduce effort, cost and 
delays. 


