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INSIGHT NOTICE TO HELIDECK OPERATORS, OWNERS 
& SHIPYARDS 

Helideck directories under EASA HOFO – requirement, responsibility and 
operational reality 

Why this notice? 
In helicopter offshore operations, helideck directories are sometimes treated as a supporting reference 
rather than as a defined element of operational control, including questions of availability and accessibility 
for operational use. 
 
Regulatory and contractual context 
Within the EASA Air Operations framework for helicopter offshore operations (HOFO), helicopter operators 
are required to maintain a structured overview of offshore landing areas used in their operations. 
This overview is typically implemented as a helideck directory, which: 

• supports operational control and flight planning, 
• is based on data provided by helideck owners or operators, 
• reflects the assumed status of a helideck at a given point in time, and 
• needs to be readily available to support operational decision-making. 

A directory entry does not constitute a regulatory approval and does not replace compliance with applicable 
requirements or operational assessments. 
 
Typical practical issues 

• Helideck directories are not recognized as a formal operational requirement 
• Data quality, completeness and update processes are unclear 
• Changes to helideck configuration or limitations are not consistently reflected 
• Responsibilities between helicopter operator and helideck stakeholders are insufficiently defined 
• Directory information is not consistently accessible or available when required for operational use 

 
What needs to be addressed now? 

• Recognition of helideck directories as part of offshore helicopter operations requirements 
• Clear definition of roles for data provision, validation, and updates 
• Alignment between directory content and actual operational use 
• Management of changes, limitations, and deviations 
• Ensuring availability of current directory information for flight planning and operational control 

 
Our support 
Octagon Consulting supports helicopter operators, helideck owners and offshore service providers in 
structuring helideck directory data and interfaces in line with offshore flight operations requirements – with 
a focus on operational clarity and consistency. 
 
Why act now? 
Helideck directories directly influence flight planning and operational decisions. Early clarification supports 
reliable operations and avoids late operational constraints. 


