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INSIGHT NOTICE TO HELIDECK OPERATORS, OWNERS 
& SHIPYARDS 

Helideck certification – regulatory requirement or contractual obligation? 
 
Why this notice? 
In offshore projects, helideck “certification” is frequently requested, assumed, or contractually required. 
At the same time, project teams often face uncertainty as to whether certification is a regulatory obligation, 
a best-practice expectation or a contractual requirement imposed by third parties. 
This lack of clarity regularly leads to late discussions, acceptance issues and operational constraints. 
 
Regulatory and contractual context 
Offshore helidecks are governed by a combination of: 

• Regulatory requirements (e.g. national aviation law, EASA framework) 
• Regulatory frameworks and authority guidance (e.g. SOLF, ICAO provisions, CAP 437) 
• Operational requirements of helicopter operators (e.g. EASA HOFO) 
• Contractual obligations imposed by owners, wind farm operators or charterers 

Importantly, not all standards constitute a legal certification requirement, even if they are widely applied or 
contractually mandated. 
 
Typical practical issues 

• “Certification” is requested without a clear definition of scope, standard or authority 
• Different stakeholders refer to different standards when using the same term 
• A helideck may be legally acceptable but operationally rejected by helicopter operators 
• Responsibilities between shipyard, owner and operator are unclear 
• Certification expectations are identified late in the project or before first flight 

 
What needs to be addressed now? 

• Which requirements are regulatory, and which are contractual or operational 
• Which frameworks or guidance material are expected to be applied, and by whom 
• How inspection, acceptance and operational use are linked 
• How deviations, limitations or project-specific constraints are managed 
• How helicopter operator expectations are addressed early and transparently 

 
Our support 
Octagon Consulting supports operators, shipyards, and offshore service providers in classifying helideck 
certification requirements within the context of regulation, authority guidance, contracts and flight 
operations – early, independently and with a focus on practical operability. 
 
Why act now? 
Unclear certification expectations rarely stop projects on paper – but they frequently do so in operation. 
Early clarification helps avoid rework, delayed acceptance, and unplanned operational restrictions. 


