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Offshore drone operations – coordination within established flight operations 
 
Why this notice? 
Uncrewed aircraft systems (UAS), including remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), are increasingly used 
offshore for inspection, survey and monitoring tasks in environments with established helicopter flight 
operations. In practice, UAS/RPAS operations are often introduced as a separate activity, while their 
interaction with existing flight operations is addressed too late or insufficiently. 
 
Regulatory and contractual context 
UAS/RPAS operations are subject to applicable aviation and UAS regulations. Where they are conducted in 
offshore environments with helicopter operations, coordination within the overall flight operations 
framework is essential. 
This includes consideration of: 

• flight planning and operational control, 
• coordination or segregation of airspace use, 
• communication, procedures, and operational limitations. 

UAS/RPAS operations do not take place in isolation and must be assessed in the context of the existing 
offshore aviation environment. 
 
Typical practical issues 

• UAS/RPAS operations are planned independently of helicopter flight operations 
• Responsibilities for coordination between uncrewed and crewed aviation are unclear 
• Operational restrictions are introduced ad hoc, without defined procedures 
• Interfaces between UAS operators, helicopter operators and offshore assets are not clearly structured 
• Operational impacts are identified late, affecting flight operations or project schedules 

 
What needs to be addressed now? 

• How UAS/RPAS operations are integrated into offshore flight operations planning 
• How coordination between uncrewed and helicopter operations is ensured 
• How responsibilities and communication paths are defined 
• How operational limitations or restrictions are established and communicated 
• How procedures reflect the combined use of offshore airspace 

 
Our support 
Octagon Consulting supports operators, asset owners and offshore service providers in structuring the 
interface between UAS/RPAS operations and offshore flight operations, with a focus on coordination, 
operational clarity and early integration. 
 
Why act now? 
UAS/RPAS operations are becoming a routine offshore activity. Without early coordination, they can lead to 
operational conflicts, restrictions and unplanned disruption of flight operations. 


