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Introduction  
 
Founded in 1950, Nordic Summer University (NSU) is a non-profit, independent, and 
non-hierarchical academic organisation that supports the development of cross-national 
networks and inter-disciplinary research initiatives in the Nordic and Baltic regions.  
 
NSU builds on the Nordic values of equality, inclusion, openness, and sustainability and 
strives to combine two traditions: the continental ideals of learning and cultivation of the self 
and the Nordic heritage of folkbildning and self-organisation, with its investment in 
open-access education and active citizenship. NSU aims to practise and maintain these 
values by providing spaces and opportunities that build and encourage knowledge inquiries, 
cultural and intellectual exchange, and community building. By making such resources 
available to all, NSU contributes towards the expansion of Nordic values in an international 
context.  
 
The main aim of this annual report is to summarise the activities, collaborative outcomes and 
strategic decisions made by NSU under the fiscal year 2022. In 2020, the Nordic Council of 
Ministers (NCM) decided to suspend the long-term funding that had supported NSU in its 70 
years of existence. This led the organisation to seek new avenues for funding and to gain 
support from the Nordplus program and the Swedish Academy in 2022. A separate financial 
report is available for those who wish to gain more information on the budget of NSU in 
2022. 
 

1.​ Organisation  
 

Being Part of an International Community  
 
NSU is a participant-driven, democratic, explorative and unique international forum that 
fosters scholarly and cultural conversations in the Nordic-Baltic region and beyond. NSU 
provides a platform that (a) offers open access to scholarly activities and conversations that 
transcend institutional hierarchies and geographical borders, (b) strengthens topics of 
particular relevance for the Nordic and Baltic context, and (c) facilitates research experience 
for a variety of individuals, including university scholars and students, artists, independent 
researchers, and other professionals. Each year NSU is attracting more and more people 
from a broader international community of scholars, activists, artists, and life-long students 
who want to participate in our Nordic way-of-being. NSU is an important platform to 
broadcast the Nordic region and its pledge to stand by international goals of equality, social 
justice and sustainable development.  
 
An outline of NSU’s organisation  
 
The statutes of NSU state that the organisation contributes to the development of ideas, 
mutual understanding, and scholarly and artistic connections in the Nordic and Baltic 
regions. This is primarily achieved through our Study Circles and the activities organised by 
the Coordinators of the Study Circles. In 2022, NSU hosted 10 separate Study Circles, 
together forming the NSU Study Program 2022 as decided by the NSU General Assembly 
during the 2021 Summer Session (sub-chapter 1.1.). Each Study Circle organised individual 
winter symposia (sub-chapter 2.1.). 



In addition, NSU organises every year a Summer Session that brings together all the Study 
Circles (sub-chapter 2.2.). The participants of the Summer Session constitute the 
decision-making organ of NSU and take part in voting (sub-chapter 1.2.1). According to the 
NSU statutes, the General Assembly is the organ that makes it possible for all the members 
of NSU to take part in active self-governance of this scholarly research community. During 
the year, active self-government is also practised by the meetings of Study Circle 
Coordinators (sub-chapter 1.2.2) and the activities of the Board (sub-chapter 1.2.3). 
 

1.1​Study Circles  
 

At the General Assembly held during the summer of 2021, it was decided that the following 
composition of study circles would be accepted as the Study Program for NSU 2022:  
 
Circle 1 Urban Studies: Between Creativity and Power  
Circle 2 (Ad Hoc) Human-Technology Futures: Making Art, Doing Theory, Shaking Things Up  
Circle 3 Hospitality and Solidarity: Feminist Philosophy in Thought, History and Action  
Circle 4 Narrative and Violence  
Circle 5 Racialization, Whiteness and Politics of Othering in Contemporary Europe  
Circle 6 Nordic Environmental Ethics  
Circle 7 The Experiential in Artistic Practice: Methods, Knowledges and Reflective Practice  
Circle 8 Futures of Education, Cultural Diversity, Imaginations and Collective  
Transformations in Time of the Anthropocene  
Circle 9 (Ad Hoc) Decolonizing Social Work  
Circle 10 (Ad Hoc) Art and Creative Practices as a Tool to Interpret, Redefine and 
Appropriate Heritage of the Nordic-Baltic Regions  
 
As the goal of NSU is to continuously bring in new ideas, projects and partners of 
cooperation, each year three circles end, and are replaced by three new circles. For the year 
2022, the study circles that ended after the summer session were: Urban Studies: Between 
Creativity and Power (2020-2022), Hospitality and Solidarity: Feminist Philosophy in 
Thought, History and Action (2020-2022) and Narrative and Violence (2020-2022). The 
coordinators of the study circles of 2022 consisted of individuals from the following countries: 
Latvia, Turkey, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Lithuania, Finland, and Macedonia.  
 

1.2​Organs for decision-making  
 
NSU has several organs of decision making, out of which the most important is the General 
Assembly, the Study Circle Coordinators meetings, and the Board.  
 

1.2.1​ General Assembly  
 
One of the unique traits of NSU is that anyone and everyone who attends the Summer 
Session is considered not only a participant of the organisation, but a fully-fledged member 
authorised to take part in decision-making. The main decision-making organ of NSU is the 
General Assembly (GA). The GA is the highest authority of NSU and meets only once a year 
during the Summer Session. The 2022 GA meetings took place on Sunday July 31st and 
Tuesday August 2nd.  
 



To maintain democracy within NSU, it is important that the GA reflects the participant 
distribution within the organisation. Representatives of both the Study Circles as well as the 
regions were selected from among the attendees of the Summer Session. The first 
preparatory meeting of the representatives was held on the second afternoon of the Summer 
Session, Friday 29th, 2022, and was organised by regions: Baltic region, Denmark, 
International, Finland, Norway, Sweden and West-Nordic. In these regional meetings older 
members described the purpose and function of the GA to new members. These meetings 
supplement the resources available online to all the participants. The goal of the regional 
meetings is not only to choose representatives for the GA, but for the Nomination Committee 
of the following year. The Nomination Committee is responsible for finding participants who 
are willing to become members of the Board, including the Chair. The regional meetings are 
spaces where participants are encouraged to talk about the needs of NSU for the coming 
year based on their regional backgrounds. After the regional meetings, circle representatives 
were elected for each Study Circle. Aside from organised meetings, many of the influential 
aspects of decisions and votes occurred during informal conversations, and the social 
aspect of NSU is an important part of this yearly gathering. 
 
The General Assembly has a variety of purposes: it sets the organisational guidelines of 
NSU for the year to come, decides on the Study Program for 2023, elects the Board 2023, 
approves the annual and financial reports of the previous year, and approves the budget for 
2023. The new board members of 2023 were elected by the GA and started to organise their 
work for 2023 in the summer. The new incoming board members were also invited to join the 
board work immediately after the Summer Session had ended. The NSU Board 2023 
consists of 6 Board members and 8 deputies.  
 

1.2.2​ Coordinators and the Board  
 
The statutes of NSU specify that the organisation offers open access to scholarly activities 
and conversations outside of institutional hierarchies (Statutes §1.3). This is mainly done 
through the voluntary work of the Study Circle Coordinators. However, the coordinators also 
function together with the Board as the executive branch of the decisions that have been 
made in the GA. The coordinators are involved in all organisational aspects of NSU work, 
and they are responsible for planning, evaluating and reporting on their activities. They also 
discuss with the Board on a regular basis and provide insights and suggestions to keep the 
organisation running efficiently.  
 

1.2.3​ Board work  
 

The statutes of NSU specify that the Board's main tasks are to execute the decisions of the 
General Assembly, lead and plan NSU’s activities and operations between the meetings of 
the General Assembly, and prepare for the General Assembly (Statutes §7.1). In addition, 
the Board has many tasks concerned with communication, reporting and negotiating the 
financial relationships with external funders. The latter has taken up much of the Board’s 
work hours this year, and finding funds is a priority of the organisation.  
 
Traditionally, the Board’s work has been centred around 4 yearly in-person meetings. 
However, a new strategic decision was made at the GA in 2019 around shifting from 
in-person meetings to online meetings whenever possible. This decision was originally made 



due to a wish to be mindful of the environment (with lessened travelling emissions) and to 
decrease the costs of these meetings for NSU.  
 
A second new decision made during the GA of 2019 was preoccupied with increasing the 
transparency and efficiency of the Board with two new features. The first one was to include 
more deputies into the work and decisions of the Board. In 2022, thematic working groups 
were set up with a specific task to perform in which deputies, Board and NSU participants 
can work together. The second decision pledged for the Board to communicate more 
regularly and efficiently with all its members.  
 

2.​ The main Activities of 2022 
 

NSU’s statutes specify that the main objectives of the organisation and its activities are to (1) 
support the development of emerging research initiatives and communities by fostering 
scholarly networks engaged in multidisciplinary enquiries, and (2) provide a space for 
conversations and exchange of ideas between diverse members of the Nordic-Baltic regions 
(Statutes § 1.2). This vision is manifested through the Winter Symposia (WS), the Summer 
Session (SS) and the year-long work from the Board of NSU. It is further manifested by the 
call for new study circles and Ad Hoc events organised every year. These activities will be 
presented in the following sections.  
 

2.1​Winter Symposia  
 
In 2022, all ten Study Circles organised a winter symposium, of which the details are 
specified below.  
 
Circle 1 Urban Studies: Between Creativity and Power held a symposium on March 18, 
2022: The Digital Era: The Technological Transformations. The symposium was held online.  
Circle 2 Human-Technology Futures: Making Art, Doing Theory, Shaking Things Up held an 
ad hoc symposium March 16 - March 18 at Gothenburg university, Gothenburg, Sweden.  
Circle 3 Hospitality and Solidarity: Feminist Philosophy in Thought, History and Action held a 
symposium on March 24-27, 2022: Writing with an()Other. The symposium was held in 
Umeå University in Sweden. 
Circle 4 Narrative and Violence held a symposium on February 3-4, 2022 in Berlin: Violence, 
Care, Cure: (Self)perceptions Within the Medical Encounter. The symposium was co-funded 
by the ICI Berlin, the VolkswagenStiftung, the Centre Marc Bloch, and the Nordic Summer 
University. 
Circle 5 Racialization, Whiteness and Politics of Othering in Contemporary Europe held a 
symposium on March 31-April 1, 2022: Whiteness, Racialization and (Post-)Soviet Pasts. 
The event was held in hybrid format and hosted by Vilnius university, Lithuania. 
Circle 6 Nordic Environmental Ethics held a symposium on March 31-April 1, 2022: Wildlife 
Ethics. The event was hosted by the department of Food and Resource Economics (IFRO) 
at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Circle 7 The Experiential in Artistic Practice: Methods, Knowledges and Reflective held a 
symposium on April 14-17, 2022: Experiential Artistic Processes as Research. The 
symposium was held in Laukku, Latvia.  



Circle 8 Futures of Education, Cultural Diversity, Imaginations and 
Collective Transformations in Time of the Anthropocene on March 25 - March 27, 2022: The 
Technological Other in the Anthropocene. The symposium was held online.  
Circle 9 Decolonizing Social Work (Ad Hoc) held an online symposium on April 21-22, 2022, 
at university of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland.  
Circle 10 Art and Creative Practices as a Tool to Interpret, Redefine and Appropriate 
Heritage of the Nordic-Baltic Regions held an online symposium on April 9: Creative 
practices as a tool to work with heritage. Part I. Objects. 
 
In total 303 participants joined these symposia. For more details, see the appendix outlining 
the topics and scope of the organised winter symposia.  
 

2.2​Summer Session and General Assembly  
 

One of the unique traits of NSU is that everyone who attends the NSU Summer Session is 
considered a member of the organisation. The week-long Summer Session is the yearly 
culmination of NSU’s activities where all circles hold their symposia at a shared location. The 
2022 Summer Session was held from July 28 to August 4 in Rønningen folkehøgskole in 
Oslo, Norway. The summer session was attended by in total 98 registered participants and a 
few local non-registered participants who visited one or another lecture.  
 
During the summer session, all ten circles organised their work during the day, consisting of 
presentations, performances, workshops, readings, and in the evening, numerous social and 
cultural events took place. A general opening was held on the first evening to welcome 
participants and to discuss The History of NSU. At the beginning of the week, regional 
meetings were held for NSU members to discuss important matters for the future of NSU 
from their perspectives and to choose delegates for the NSU General Assembly. Regional 
meetings were held as follows: Sweden; Denmark; Norway; West Nordic (Iceland, Faroe 
Islands and Greenland); Finland (including Åland); Baltics; and international. 
 
Later in the week, the General Assembly gathered; as the highest authority of NSU, the main 
goals of the GA are to set organisational guidelines, elect a Board, approve the annual 
report and decide on the budget and the study program for the following year. Furthermore, 
Nominating and Arrangement Committees gathered and held meetings. Through this 
structure, NSU offers its members an opportunity to participate in a non-hierarchical 
organisation. NSU nurtures slow thinking and reflective dialogue as a method, rather than 
the kind of rapid efficiency that is practised in the fast-paced neoliberal society. NSU seeks 
to foster a culture of intellectual stimulation and participative activities in which there is a 
resonance between people, methods and goals.  
 

2.3​Board meetings  
 

The Board's main tasks are to execute the decisions of the General Assembly, and lead and 
plan NSU’s activities and operations. Board meetings have been held online since 2020, 
both due to financial constraints and to lessen travelling emissions (sub-section 4.1). This 
means that the Board of 2022 primarily communicated via regular online meetings and 
emailed (sub-section 4.2). The Board members of 2022 met in person during the summer 
session in 2022.  



 
2.4. Communication, Visibility and Publishing  
 
Following advice given by an external evaluation made in 2014, one of the aims of NSU is to 
establish a strong communication strategy and to increase the awareness and visibility of the 
organisation in Nordic as well as in international settings. A variety of different methods have 
been adopted to reach this goal.  
 
NSU is well established on social media. All the events and activities of the study circles and 
the summer session are now published and shared through email lists, on the webpage, in 
the newsletter, and through the Facebook page. Study circles host their own Facebook 
pages, reaching large audiences on their specific research topic and thus contributing to the 
increasing visibility of NSU as an organisation. Especially noteworthy are the Facebook 
groups of the Study Circle on Artistic Research with 2100 members, and the group hosted 
by the Feminist Philosophy Study Circle with almost 1700 members.  
 
In addition to social media, NSU has a newsletter which goes out at least five times per year. 
The newsletter contains information on coming events including the Winter Symposia, 
Summer Session, and Ad Hoc seminars. It also contains information about the activities of 
the Board, and provide links to the minutes from Board meetings, which improves the 
transparency of NSU.  
 
In NSU both freedom and responsibility are given to the circle coordinators to take care of 
the visual appearance, communication and publishing strategies of their own study circle. 
Therefore there will be some variation in both how and in which form communication and 
visibility happen. Each circle coordinator has to publish their events on the NSU webpage 
and distribute information about their gatherings on appropriate forums.  
 
NSU related publications 2022 (not funded by NSU)  
● Former Circle 7 have started a publication project with the Lamb Press that had funding 
approved by the board of NSU in the fall of 2018.  
● Former circle 3 Feminist Philosophy: Time, History and the Transformation of Thought 
started a publication project based on the work of the circle in 2019. Projected year of 
publication is 2022.  
 
 

3.​ Collaborative projects  
 

3.1. Ad Hoc Seminars 
 
The main path for new collaborative projects and partners to become part of NSU is to host 
Ad Hoc seminars. These one-year seminars often develop into new Study Circles which are 
three years projects. In 2022, NSU hosted 3 Ad Hoc seminars:  
 

-​ Human-Technology Futures: Making Art, Doing Theory, Shaking Things Up  
-​ Decolonizing Social Work 
-​ Art and Creative Practices as a Tool to Interpret, Redefine and Appropriate Heritage 

of the Nordic-Baltic Regions 



 
The Ad Hoc winter seminars were funded by Kungliga Vitterhetsakademin (Sweden) and 
Svenska akademin (Sweden).  
 

4.​ Structures for a Sustainable Future  
 
4.1. Board working strategies  
 
In 2022 the Board continued to work on practices towards more sustainability and 
transparency. These practices include dividing the tasks of the Board into smaller working 
groups that can meet one-on-one or in small collaborative environments. These groups may 
consist not only of Board members but also deputies and other supportive partners. Each 
working group finalises a task and then reports back to the Board about the progress. 
Climate awareness in travel, food and resources choices are also part of the way the Board 
and deputy meetings are organised. NSU continues to work for environmental sustainability 
by encouraging slow travel, not only for board members, but also for keynotes and people 
who receive grants from NSU.  
 
Through digitalisation, the work of the Board is made more efficient as well as more 
transparent. The digital storage of all protocols, meetings and plans in our shared space is 
available to anyone who wishes to follow the work of the Board. As the NSU Board 
communicates this to all NSU members regularly through the newsletter, which strengthens 
the NSU community and its needs. NSU also wishes to encourage active participatory 
democratic endeavours within the organisation.  
 
4.2. Electronic Infrastructure Strategy  
 
A strategy document was accepted by the Board at SM4 2019 entitled “Electronic 
Infrastructure Strategy 2020: Vision, strategy and implementation plan”. This strategy 
presents a background, vision, target, and plan which aims to simplify the available 
infrastructure. In 2021, NSU launched a new website including the following changes:  
1. Simplify the engine back end for the main website: nordic.university/nsuweb.org 
This used to be third party dependent, but is now completely controlled and owned by NSU. 
By using a free, open-source structure, it is possible to keep the website up to date and 
make changes to the features that are available.  
2. Newsletter and blog are now part of the main website Instead of using a more 
expensive newsletter provider, this is now integrated in the website itself, through a free 
version of mailchimp.  
3. Bring closer and harmonise nsuweb.org and nordic.university Previously there were 
several separate websites that provided support for the volunteers working with NSU, a 
webshop and registration site for the summer session, a main website with information, and 
a platform with the archive. This is now all integrated into one website, for easier access and 
transparency. Especially as the webshop is now also used for the Winter Symposium 
participation fees and the NSU membership, it is much easier for participants to navigate 
these elements within one digital space.  
4. Open Issues: Digital Archiving & Streamlining Intranet Developing a plan for digital 
archiving is still an open issue, which will have to be further investigated in 2022 and 2023. 
Other issues include an update of the website’s Terms & Conditions, the content of the 



intranet, and the integration of more media and outcomes of the symposia such as the 
summer sessions and the Tracing the Spirit research projects.  
 
4.3. Economy  
 
This year the Board continued to work on increasing transparency and sustainability, which 
are discussed in more detail below.  
 
Sustainability: Board Meetings and Board Honorarium  
NSU stopped hosting in person Board meetings in 2020. Besides reducing environmental 
costs, it is also a better way to spend the time and resources of the board members. 
Working in a small team and using Information and communication Technologies makes it 
possible to connect easily and fast, and to make decisions on an ongoing basis when issues 
demand attention. It has become clear that the many responsibilities of the Board now also 
include a lot of administrative duties, which were previously taken care of by a long-term 
paid secretary. All people involved in NSU are now volunteers, including those taking care of 
the accounting.  
 
Sustainability: Membership Fees  
In order to secure income for NSU and to establish more clearly the basis of participation of 
NSU, a membership fee was introduced. This was decided upon during the coordinator’s 
meeting in the autumn of 2019 and confirmed by the acceptance of the budget by the NSU 
General Assemblies in 2020 and 2021. The membership fee is not mandatory, and people 
are not excluded from participation when membership fees are not paid. The membership 
fee is part of the participation fee, so that people who come to the physical summer session 
have automatically paid a membership fee when they arrive. The statutes of NSU indicate 
that all members of NSU are part of the General Assembly, which also takes place over the 
summer.  
 
In total 95 people were registered as members of NSU in 2022.  
 
Transparency: Participation fees and circle savings  
To organise the Winter Symposia, each Study Circle can decide on the amount of 
participation fees asked from participants. When not all these participation fees are used 
during the symposium, these funds can be saved for the future expenses of the circle. When 
after three years the circle ends, the coordinators can indicate whether these funds will still 
be used for a circle project (such as a publication) or not, in which case the money is 
returned to NSU.  
Previously, participation fees and circle savings were held on the private bank accounts of 
coordinators, thus not providing any transparency and insight as to what kind of additional 
funding was raised by NSU. A new practice of receiving all participants fees through the 
webshop was developed in 2019/2020 and fully implemented in 2021. As a result, all circle 
funds are now part of the NSU financial accounts and held at the NSU bank accounts.  
 
Sustainability: External Funding  
In 2021 several external funding applications were written. These were done by one or more 
board members in addition to their voluntary work. Three applications were successful: 



Nordplus Horizontal, Kungliga Vitterhetsakademin (Sweden) and Svenska akademin 
(Sweden). Each provided funding for specific NSU projects for the year 2022.  
 
In 2022, an application for Nordplus was submitted and granted funding for 4 Study Circles 
and 5 Ad Hoc seminars in 2023. 
 
The Board feels that applications for one-year projects are not sustainable in the long run for 
a voluntary organisation such as NSU. Therefore, efforts are being made to contact new 
sustainable and durable partners who see the value of supporting an interdisciplinary 
network that focuses on new and collaborative research for both academic and 
non-academic partners.  
 
Transparency: In-kind contributions by partners to the winter symposia  
Each circle organises a winter symposium with a local partner, such as a university, a 
research institute or another independent organisation. These partners contribute towards 
the organised winter symposium in different ways. Often, they provide a free space to hold 
the meetings, and in many cases they pay for part of the expenses. As these expenses are 
paid for by the partner directly, they are not shown in the financial report of NSU, even 
though they make up an important part of the generated income of NSU. Therefore, this 
overview should be taken in as in-kind income for NSU in the year 2022. The in-kind income 
mentioned here only covers the funding that was documented.  
 
Transparency: Accounting  
Since 2021, NSU no longer provides a financial report audited by an external Danish 
auditing company. Control of the bank accounts have reverted to the NSU Board. Two Board 
members have access to the bank accounts at all times. To make financial transactions, two 
members have to sign online. A new accounting method was developed to keep track of 
payments and income. The accounting has been done by Nicole des Bouvrie, with a small 
team of people (Board & deputies) as support to talk through the system and for feedback on 
the financial report. The General Assembly of 2022 appointed Jesper Garsdal as the auditor 
for 2022.  
 
Appendices 
 
Strategy Plan 2020-2023  
Nordic Summer University | Strategic Plan | 2020-2023  
 
The Nordic Summer University (NSU) is an independent non-profit organisation founded in 
1950 to support multidisciplinary research enquiries and scholarly networks across national 
borders. NSU operates as a nomadic institution and organises 16-20 symposia and events 
each year in the Nordic and Baltic region. NSU is rooted in the values of equality, inclusion, 
and sustainability. We promote learning and cultivation of the self, informed by the Nordic 
heritage of folkbildning and self-organisation, with its investments in open-access education 
and collaboration through participation and active citizenship. NSU’s study program supports 
emerging research initiatives and the development of topics related to the cultivation of 
sustainable and inclusive democratic societies.  
The community of NSU fosters an environment and infrastructure of lifelong learning, 
self-governance, and active citizenship through building international open access networks 



between academia and civil society. NSU encourages the development of long-term 
networks with flexible and diverse thematic research agendas and facilitates research 
experience and networking opportunities for people from different parts of society. Through 
its activities NSU establishes a public space for critical discourse and creative exploration 
among diverse members of the Nordic and Baltic regions, including university scholars, 
students, artists, independent researchers, and other professionals.  
 
NSU Strategy 2020-2023  
 
In 2020-2023, NSU will continue the strategic development across the four key areas 
highlighted in the 2014 evaluation. The four areas high-lighted in the 2014 evaluations were: 
improving evaluation methods, academic quality, organisational visibility and the balance of 
participation across the Nordic and Baltic countries. This will be done while attending to new 
factors influencing the direction of NSU and the Nordic and Baltic region. 
 
Diversifying external funding sources and identifying funding opportunities from the Nordic 
and Baltic countries, and from elsewhere is a priority. Creating and providing structures for 
making successful applications is the main aim for this period and developing resilient 
practices for securing external funding also in the future.  
 
Regional focus and local collaboration include increasing the balance between participants 
from the different Nordic and Baltic countries and building on the regional focus work that 
NSU has already undertaken by turning towards the North Sea as a new geographic priority. 
During this period NSU will be hosting the summer session events in Norway, Iceland, and 
Denmark.  
 
Participation is supported by offering targeted scholarships and grants to people from 
underrepresented areas, including the Arctic region. NSU is also reaching out to institutions 
in underrepresented regions for potential collaborations and/or research initiatives. NSU is 
strengthening already existing international networks and continues to encourage the 
inclusion of young researchers, students, and civil society practitioners by supporting 
innovative and experimental research and creative practice at an early stage.  
Public relations and visibility will be increased through the major public celebration of NSU 
during the 2020 Summer Session in Norway.  
 
Following the traces of a wide diversity of creative and scholarly projects that explore the 
history of the institution and the communities that it has generated over time will make the 
values of NSU visible also to the wider public. A dynamic new website commemorating the 
70-year anniversary is following the project Tracing the Spirit of the Nordic Summer 
University past, present and future. NSU is also aiming to establish enduring collaborations 
with recognized publishers.  
 
Linguistic and cultural plurality will be supported through promoting Nordic and Baltic 
languages through the production of scholarly publications in multiple languages. NSU 
continues to host multi-linguistic public events and is inviting contributions specifically 
focused on the plurality of languages spoken in Nordic and Baltic region to the study 
program.  
 



Sustainability is supported by promoting environmentally responsible means of maintaining 
international networks and supporting local communities in the planning of NSU events. 
Participants are encouraged to make environmentally responsible choices about travel and 
consumption for NSU events.  
 
 

Study Circle Winter Symposia Reports 2022 
 
Study Circle 1 | Urban Studies: Between Creativity and Power 
Symposium 
Dates | 18 March, 2022 
Place | online 
Local partner | none 
Theme | War in Ukraine: Crisis in Ukrainian Cities and the Global Aftermath 
In the light of the ongoing war and humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, Nordic Summer 
University Circle 1 dedicated the NSU winter session to reflect on the current events. 
Invited Keynote Speakers [if applicable]: Oleksandr Anisimov 
Statistics: 
• Number of Participants: 9 (5 men, 4 women, 0 other) 
• Number of Countries: 5 (Latvia, Belarus, Poland, Ukraine, Denmark) 
• Number of newcomers: 3 (3 new to Circle, 3 new to NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/658790627938461 
 
Outcomes: 
Currently there are no outcomes yet, apart from network building by the participants. 
External Funding: 
none 
Program: 
Mar 18th, 9.00 CET 
A shared debate dedicated to the war in Ukraine that lasted a little over two hours. 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Anete Ušča, European University Institute, anete.usca@eui.eu 
Laine Kristberga, PhD, University of Latvia, laine.krista@gmail.com 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
The session sparked valuable debates among those directly affected by the war in Ukraine 
and those who wanted to broaden their understanding, as well as bringing to debate various 
takes of the global consequences from the perspective of various European states. The 
presence of accruing war also created unexpected tensions among participants prior the 
debate, which were hard to manoeuvre, but I hope we handled to the best of our capabilities. 
For more information about this Study Circle see: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/658790627938461/events/ 
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-urban-studies-creativity-power/ 
 
Study Circle 2: Human-Technology Future: making art, doing theory, shaking things 
up 



 
Symposium 
Dates | 16th to Friday the 18th of March, 2022 
Place | Gothenburg, Sweden 
Local partner | Chalmers University 
Theme | catastrophes and open futures 
Our core objectives is to bring together artists, theorists, technologists, designers, hackers, 
practitioners of various kinds. Hereby a productive tension is to be (re-)established that 
allows us a rich and committed discussion of the technological future, or, more generously 
formulated, of our “human-technology futures”. The specific theme seeks to return to our 
basic mission statement, which is that we are interested in the ambivalent relationship 
between, on the one hand, the speculative and open futures that characterize the worlds of 
science, technology, media and art, and, on the other hand, the relentless, catastrophic or 
even post-apocalyptic, drive to commodify life forms, cultures and extend the networks of 
control. 
Invited Keynote Speakers: N/A 
Statistics: 
Number of Participants: 13 (8 men, 5 women) 
Number of Countries: 7 (nationality of participants, Sweden, Denmark, 
Latvian, Britain, Turkey, Netherlands, UK) 
Number of newcomers: 5 (5 x new to Circle, 5 x new to NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
Due to time restraints only our own email list was used. I would guess that it 
includes about 100 people. 
Outcomes: 
A stated goal of the ad-hoc is the continuation as a 3 year circle and finalizing an 
anthology. 
External Funding: 
Chalmers stated that the “in-kind” contribution for the facilities amounts to 
SEK10000 for 3 days of using their conference room. 
Program: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FDRj2kRGWuworCmhE_4TROAuCp5iM60r/ 
view?usp=sharing 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Eric Deibel, Bilkent University, eric@fripost.org 
Palle Dahlsted, Chalmers university, palle@chalmers.se 
Maru Mushtrieva, m.mushtrieva@gmail.com 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
For a longer version of these remarks see the ad-hoc proposal approved in january 2022. 
1. Scholarly relevance 
1a. interdisciplinarity: our circle combines arts, technology and theory, as if there’s no 
difference and non-hierarchical. This is extremely rare in either world by itself. Our regular 
participants value the combination of tension and trust relations that become possible 
because of the circle. Unusual collaborations, across fields are only possible within such a 
content. Note that this matches (my paraphrasal) of the NSU’s core mission, of enabling 
circles with topics that lack clearly established institutional support. 



1b. academic content: maybe half of our members are academics, and each of us is clearly 
influenced in our (interdiscipinary) writing by our circle. This incluldes multiple articles and 
even a book, over the last 4 years. 
2. “Nordic/baltic perspective” . While we’re talking about a single winter symposium, it 
could be observed that it was held in the department of interaction design of Chalmers 
university. The result was a constant exchange with its members, both as participants and 
simply by sharing the coffee room. Our circle’s engaged, political, Nordic perspective and the 
avant-grade Nordic perspective of the institution made the meeting a success for everyone 
involved. 
 
3. Future plans and outcomes. 
The circle will submit a proposal for continuation as a “full” 3 year circle. The winter session 
included the discussion of renewal. This resulted in a new title, several possible locations 
and so on. This summer will include discussions of our publication strategy, both as a 
continuation of the old circle (cybioses) and a new one. 
– most of all, the renewal of our ties after 2-3 years of Covid and online meetings were the 
real outcome. For more information about this Study Circle see: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/_circle2humantechnologyfutures-2/ 
 
Study Circle 3 | Hospitality and Solidarity: Feminist Philosophy in Thought, History 
and 
Action 
Winter Symposium 
Dates | 24-27 March, 2022 
Place | Umeå, Sweden 
Local partner | Umeå University 
Theme | Writing with an( )Other PART 1 
In our Nordic Summer University study circle we have investigated the notions of hospitality 
and solidarity from a multidisciplinary approach, framed by feminist philosophy and theology. 
In the fifth and sixth symposium of this study circle we would like to focus on the linguistic 
aspects of hospitality and solidarity - in practise. How can we as thinkers, 
practitioners, researchers, dancers, how can we as beings work together in hospitality and 
solidarity when we are always also within language? 
Invited Keynote Speakers NONE 
Statistics: 
• Number of Participants: 16 ( men, 14 women, 2 other) 
• Number of Countries: 9 (Sweden, Estonia, Latvia, the Netherlands, 
France/Italy, Finland, Poland, Norway/Brazil, Israel, Sweden/Russia) 
• Number of newcomers: 3 (3 new to Circle, 3 new to NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/previous-study-circles-archive/circle-3-hospitality-and- 
solidarity-feminist-philosophy-in-thought-history-and-action/ 
 
Outcomes: 
We published part two of our special issue on Home and Exile with Open Philosophy 
https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/opphil/5/1/html 
 
Program: 



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/ 
1GUMbYNjsJdoS3zwNYzA5Mr3qOrX9mkR3Hx4hancXXfk/edit#gid=0 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Laura Hellsten, Åbo Akademi University, laura.maria.hellsten@gmail.com 
Nicole des Bouvrie, Freelance Researcher, nicole.nobyeni@nsuweb.org 
For more information about this Study Circle see: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1056103344402285 
 
Study Circle 4 | Narrative and Violence 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 3–4 February 2022 
Place | ICI Berlin Institute for Cultural Inquiry 
Local partner | ICI Berlin, VolkswagenStiftung, Centre Marc Bloch 
Theme | Violence, Care, Cure: (Self)perceptions within the Medical Encounter 
 

Description 
Since the 1980s, scholars in the interdisciplinary field of the medical humanities have 
foregrounded how the distinction between ‘disease’, i.e. the medical classification of 
symptoms, and the individual experience of illness can be generative to unlock the tensions 
within the medical encounter. The doctor and the patient may tell two very different stories of 
illness, even contradictory ones. The mismatch that often arises between the medical gaze1 
and the individual’s gaze in the face of the same event can be productively addressed by 
paying attention to their visual and narrative representations. ​​In addition, the ways diseases 
have been portrayed with words and images have also affected the (self)perception of the 
body through history. If medicine is about stories (the patients’, doctors’, science’s, 
society’s), when and where do conflicts and misunderstandings arise that turn the cure into 
something perceived as violence? Literary and visual narratives contribute to sharing these 
stories and can offer a vantage point to address larger cultural scripts. How do these 
narratives represent perceptions of violence within medical settings and practices? 
 
The two-day symposium seeks to address the ambiguities of and tensions among perceptions 
at the cusp of internal (subjective) and external (social, cultural, political) ‘gazes’. What the 
individual experiences, at either end of the consultation room, is a complex interlacing of 
personal vicissitudes, global structures, and community practices: a prismatic network in 
which ‘care’ and ‘violence’ are reflected and refracted in a variety of oftentimes overlapping 
and divergent interpretative modes. Communities (whether concrete, virtual, or imagined) 
can be perceived as both providers of care and support, as well as instigators of violence. A 
case in point mirroring this ambiguity are for instance online pro-anorexia and pro-bulimia 
communities, where users create a space to share their experiences of eating disorders while 
at the same time promoting self-disruptive food behaviours. Another telling example is 
constituted by the outcomes of the ongoing pandemic; the alliance of extreme right-wing 
movements with anti-vaxers, and the protests against governments’ covid-related sanitary 
measures or the green pass (dubbed a ‘sanitary dictatorship’) have exposed the infiltration of 
radical ideologies and conspiracies into medical discourse, whereby care and violence lose 
their neat distinction. While a black and white opposition between internal/external, 
care/neglect, cure/violence may seem reductionist, engagement with these seemingly 

1 Michel Foucault, Naissance de la clinique. Une archéologie du regard médical (Paris: PUF, 1963). 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1056103344402285


contrasting attitudes reveals the complex entanglements among possible scientific dogmatic 
drifts, social inequalities within healthcare systems, and idiosyncratic projections of 
individual and collective fears, which often lead to stigmatizing certain collectivities for the 
origin or transmission of contagious diseases. 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers: Prof. Sander L. Gilman (Emory University), Prof. Angela 
Woods (Durham University), Prof. Heike Bartel (University of Nottingham), Dr Daniele 
Lorenzini (University of Warwick), Prof. Elizabeth Punzi (Gothenburg University), Prof. 
Mita Banerjee (University of Mainz), Dr Emilia Sanabria (CNRS-CERMES). 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 176​ 26 speakers (20 women, 3 men, 3 non-binary 

people), 50 in-person audience, 100 Zoom audience 
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 9​ (speakers from Finland, USA, France, UK, Italy, 

Germany, Austria, Spain, Hong Kong) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ n/a​ (n/a new to Circle, n/a new to NSU) 

 

Public Dissemination:  
Several mailing lists, ICI website and social media, Centre Marc Bloch website and intern 
list, Narrative and Violence website and FB page, SELMA Medical Humanities Seminar 
Twitter account, The Polyphony platform 
 

Outcomes: 
Proposal for an edited collection in preparation. 
 

External Funding: 
ICI Berlin, Centre Marc Bloch, VolkswagenStiftung  
 

Program: 
https://www.ici-berlin.org/events/violence-care-cure/ 
https://www.ici-berlin.org/events/lets-talk-about-vaccination/ 
 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Marta-Laura Cenedese, University of Turku, marta.cenedese@utu.fi 
Helena Duffy, University of Wracław, helena.duffy@utu.fi 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
The symposium was very successful with a large attendance in person by both speakers and 
the audience. Great connections between participants were established during the two days 
and there has been enthusiasm for the edited collection. A workshop is planned to work 
together on the volume in September. The volume’s editors and one of the contributors are 
discussing issues of accessibility in the form of an audiobook version.  
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-4-narrative-and-violence/ 

https://narrativeandviolence.com 

https://www.facebook.com/NarrativeAndViolence/ 

 

https://thepolyphony.org
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https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-4-narrative-and-violence/
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Study Circle 05  | Racialization, Whiteness and Politics of Othering in Contemporary 
Europe 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 31 March - 01 April, 2022 
Place | Vilnius, Lithuania 
Local partner | Vilnius University 
Theme | Whiteness, Racialization and (Post-)Soviet Pasts 
 
The symposium of the study circle 5 explored how whiteness and racialization are 
intertwined with ongoing (post-)Soviet pasts, and reflected in processes of subjectification, 
representation, social change, mobility, affectivity and materiality, among others. 
Whiteness and racialization remain contested topics in contemporary Europe (Dzenovska, 
2018; Loftsdottir & Jensen, 2012), central to the very notion of what Europe is, and for 
whom. Despite almost 30 years having passed since the fall of the Iron curtain, divisions 
between East and West continue to constitute an inter-European axis of difference along with 
other divisions, like one between North and South (Dzenovska & De Genova, 2018; Kuus, 
2004; Kalnac ̌s, 2016). 
The struggles and anxieties over Europe, its subjects and boundaries are rooted in Europe’s 
colonial past, which continues to mark its present (Hvenegård-Lassen & Maurer, 2012; 
Jensen et al., 2017). The persistant racial ideologies and imaginaries contribute to negative 
attitudes towards increasing inflows of migrants and refugees to the Eastern borders of the 
EU. This calls to shed light on racialization and othering in the region as well as to reflect on 
the role of so-called Eastern European countries in global colonisation debates and decolonial 
struggles (Istratii, Demeter & Ginelli, 2020). 
This symposium was open to participants from different countries and backgrounds. In 
particular we aimed to engage (post-)Soviet perspectives, bringing together post-socialist 
studies with studies of postcolonialism. Foci included practitioners’ and researchers’ 
perspectives on democratization and Europeanisation; (post-) Soviet histories and indigenous 
perspectives; decolonial thought from post-Soviet contexts (Tlostanova, 2018); ‘becoming 
European’ (Dzenovska, 2017b); orientalisation of Eastern Europe (also within academia) 
(Buchowski, 2006); East-West (return) migration as new form of economic dependency 
evoking former colonial period (Morawska, 2001); intersectionality and racialised 
positionalities in-between Eastern and Western Europe (Krivonos & Na ̈re, 2019). 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers: n/a 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 21 (some of them online)​  
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 11​ (Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, 

Poland, Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom, Hungary) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 17​ (17 new to Circle, 17 new to NSU) 

 

Public Dissemination:  
 
NSU website, Facebook (SC05 group; also group of previous SC01 2017-2019). 
 

Outcomes: 



Symposium contributed to establishment of connections among participants in different 
countries who previously did not know each other, but have similar interests. 
 

External Funding: 
 
Funding provided by Nordplus; in-kind contribution by Vilnius University (rooms); only 
in-kind contributions by coordinators. 
 

Program: 
www.nsuweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Program-draft-2022-03-09_ext-PDF.pdf 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Anna Wojtyńska, University of Iceland, annawo@hi.is  
Linda Lapina, Roskilde University, llapina@ruc.dk  
Irma Budginaitė-Mačkinė, Vilnius University, irma.budginaite@fsf.vu.lt  
 
Concluding Remarks: 
Our circle will organise summer session (2022) and continue for one more year (2023). 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:   
<https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-5-racialization-whiteness-and-politics-of-otheri
ng-in-contemporary-europe/>  
 
Study Circle 6 | Nordic Environmental Ethics 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 30 March – 01 April 2022 
Place | University of Copenhagen, Rolighedsvej 23, Fredriksberg 
Local partner | University of Copenhagen, Dept of Food and Resource Economics 
Theme | Wildlife ethics 
 

The symposium #3 of Circle 6 was organized as a traditional ethics conference, consisting of 
paper presentations (no parallel sessions) and a keynote talk. The theme was manifest in the 
thematic paper session and the keynote speech, held by Prof. Oscar Horta, on wild animal 
suffering and ethics. In addition to paper session, the Symposium included a wildlife ethics 
book introduction session and a Hyde Park session where anyone could have a 3-minute 
speech for introducing own research topics to network with other researchers. 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers: Prof. Oscar Horta (University of Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain) – keynote held via online connection 
 
Statistics: 

●​ Number of Participants:​ 23​ (10 men, 13 women) 
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 10​ (Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Estonia, Bulgaria, 

Poland, Latvia, Chile, Switzerland, Spain) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 13​ (13 new to Circle, 11 new to NSU) 

 

Public Dissemination:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/winter-symposiu
m-2022/ 
 

mailto:llapina@ruc.dk
mailto:irma.budginaite@fsf.vu.lt
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-5-racialization-whiteness-and-politics-of-othering-in-contemporary-europe/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-5-racialization-whiteness-and-politics-of-othering-in-contemporary-europe/


 

Outcomes: 
New collaborative relations across participants; no ‘visible’ outcomes, the circle keeps going. 
 

External Funding: 
In-kind contributions from the University of Copenhagen (venue and coffees); NordPlus 
funding. 
 

Program: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/winter-symposium-2022/ 
 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Teea Kortetmäki, University of Jyväskylä, teea.kortetmaki@jyu.fi 
Mikko Puumala, University of Turku, mimapuu@utu.fi 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
This was Cirlce 6’s first in-person Symposium and a great success by 22 participants (two 
online) and the maximum number of papers that was feasible without parallel sessions. 
Notable was the significant share of PhD student participants (12). Discussion was lively. 
Paper topics were diverse but we were positively surprised by how many were directly linked 
with Nordic-Baltic themes or the conference topic, varying from ice and glaciers to Nordic 
children’s tales (including Moomins), Norwegian philosophers and Nordic rural landscapes. 
Nordic Environmental Ethics study circle continues its work towards establishing a more 
permanent network for Nordic environmental philosophers and everyone interested in the 
environmental philosophical issues in the region. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/ 

Study Circle 7 | 
General theme: The experiential in artistic practice: methods, knowledges and 
refective processes 
Symposium Dates | 14th-17th April 2022 
Place | Viesu nams Laucin i, Lade, Latvia. 
Theme | Experiential Artistic Processes as Research I 
The new iteration of Circle 7 will be focusing on the experiential in artistic practice, its 
methods, knowledges and processes. From 2022 until 2024, we will host biannual 
symposia, with the aim to create opportunities to explore plurality of experiences through 
art practice and to gather methodological abundance by investigating practice-based 
methods and research strategies. This will be done through questioning and evaluating 
the experiential as a form of artistic reflection and a means to move the practice forwards. 
 
Statistics: 
• Number of Participants: 11 (10 women, 1 man) 
• Number of Countries: Finland, Latvia, Poland, Sweden, UK, Estonia (6) 
• Number of newcomers: 8 
 
Public Dissemination: Facebook, Instagram, emailing list, universities internal mail (NUA, 
ARU, SUA, etc.) 
Outcomes: The documentation of this symposium will be published at the end of the 

https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/winter-symposium-2022/
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/


Circle 7 3 years cycle. 
Programme: 
 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Marina Velez Vago marina.velez@marinavelez.com 
Heidi Seppaälä heidiannika@hotmail.com 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
The work conducted during this symposium is extremely relevant to the research 
questions proposed. We have documented the presentations and discussions, which will 
be compiled int he final publication. 
 
Further feedback: 
Pros: We were in a wonderful countryside location which was received as peaceful and 
inspirational. The location brought people together, and the symposium was as much 
about connection as it was about artistic research. 
Cons: We would have needed more time. Marina had a family emergency, so Heidi was 
running the symposium alone which was a lot of work but very rewarding at the end. 
 
Place 
A guesthouse with just enough space for our group, with a kitchen, sauna, little like for 
swimming and beautiful nature surroundings. We had sound system and brought our own 
projector. We brought our own chef who provided a wonderful breakfast, coffee break 
with cakes, lunch, and dinner. 
 
Price 
Symposium fee €100 (comprises accommodation for 3 nights in shared room, all meals 
includedand transfer to and from Riga city). Annual NSU membership €25 
No one had feedback about this. 
 
What we learnt 
The experience was first and foremost warm, inviting and encouraging. All participants 
clicked and worked well together. Running the symposium was a lot of work, but the 
support from everyone made it feel less heavy. We learned that we want to do more of 
similar symposia, as people felt nourished, encouraged and inspired to keep up with their 
research. 
 
Notes on the relevance of the work in a scholarly, and a Nordic/Baltic perspective, as well 
as an overview of future plans – outcomes and potentials. Does the Circle wish to 
continue? 
 
This kind of gatherings are utmost important for artistic research, as they provide support 
and space to grow one's practise in a very inspiring and safe environment. We wish to 
continue. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see: https://www.nsuweb.org/study- 
circles/circle-7-the-experiential-in-artistic-practice-and- research-methods-knowledges- 
and-reflective-processes/ 
 



Study Circle 8 | Futures of Education, Cultural Diversity, Imaginations and Collective 
Transformations in Time of the Anthropocene 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 25-27 March, 2022 
Place | Digital 
Local partner | N/A 
Theme | Education and the Technological Other in the Anthropocene 
 

To discuss and nuance the current educational system and its focus 
on technological problem-solving by looking at redefinition of the human in relation to 
the technological other. 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers N/A 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 10​ (7 men, 8 women) 
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 8 ​ (Norway, Denmark, Macedonia, Chile, Canada, 

Poland, Germany, England) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 0​  

 

Public Dissemination:  
Facebook and Email. 
 

Outcomes: 
Contact made with Nordicum-Mediterraneum journal for publication. 
 

External Funding: 
N/A 
 

Program: 
We had some problems with access to website. 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Jasna Koteska Ph.D., Full Professor in Humanities University Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje, 
Macedonia. jasnakoteska@yahoo.com  
Oddbjørn Ørbech Jensen, Librarian, Hammerfest bibliotek. Oddbjorn.jensen@gmail.com  
 
Concluding Remarks: 
Notes on the relevance of the work in a scholarly, and a Nordic/Baltic perspective, as well as 
Mainly Nordic perspectives on education and technology in a multicultural world. 
We might want to continue – We have one more year now, we will discuss it during SS. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-8-futures-of-education-cultural-diversity-imagin

ations-and-collective-transformations-in-time-of-the-anthropocene/   

Study Circle 9 | Decolonizing Social Work 
 
Symposium 
Dates | 9-10 May 2022 

mailto:jasnakoteska@yahoo.com
mailto:Oddbjorn.jensen@gmail.com
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/


Place | Helsinki, Finland 
Local partner | University of Helsinki 
Theme | Decolonizing Social Work  
 
This Nordic study circle on decolonizing social work is an opportunity to participate in 
a caring, critical discussion of social justice issues and professional practice with 
students, community members, service users, academics, knowledge keepers, and 
practitioners in a safe environment of guided self-care and trust. We invite 
academics, practitioners, community members, knowledge keepers, students, and 
other interested people to join us at in this study circle to collaboratively practice 
community-centered, trusting, and transparent conversations on what decolonizing 
social work could mean. 
 
During this two-day event, participants engaged in dialogue groups, common 
activities and had two scholarly discussion groups. The event opened with an 
Indigenous welcome to the land streamed in from Australia and also had pa 
performance rt by Janet Park. 
 
Invited Keynote Speakers:  

University of Malmö, Sweden​
Michael Wallengren Lynch, Ph.D, Lecturer, Social Work 

University of East Anglia, UK​
Ann Anka, Associate Professor in Social Work,  

University of Sussex, UK​
Henglien Lisa Chen, Ph.D, Senior Lecturer, Social Work 

Sapir College, Israel​
Einav Segev, Ph.D, Senior Lecturer, School of Social Work ​
Nuzha Allassad Alhuzail, Ph.D, Senior Lecturer, School of Social Work,  

Flinders University, Australia​
Luke Cantley (key contact), College Education, Psychology and Social Work, 
Flinders University​
Dr Michelle Jones, College Education, Psychology and Social Work, Flinders 
University​
Dr Carmela Bastian, College Education, Psychology and Social Work, Flinders 
University 

Performance artists Janet Park 
 
Statistics: 

●​ Number of Participants:​ 20​ (2 men, 17 women, 1 other) 
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 11​ (Finland, Sweden, Israel, UK, Brazil, 

Canada, Nepal, Ghana, US, France, Belgium) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 20​ (20 new to Circle, 20 new to NSU) 

 
Public Dissemination:  



We have publicized this event on the @socialworkroutespodcast IG account. 
 
Outcomes: 
This the first time the group met. It discussed the summer symposium and plans for 
next year in Malmö and the possibility of developing an edited book. It was decided 
not to apply for a three-year circle.  
 
External Funding: 
University of Helsinki provided venue, about €300 
 
Program: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-9-decolonizing-social-work/ 
 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Kris Clarke, University of Helsinki 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
This was an energetic and productive gathering. We worked together in different 
ways (group activities, discussions, meditations, dance movements) to brainstorm 
and make plans for how to unpack decolonizing social work in a Nordic-Baltic 
setting. We are making plans to develop an open access edited book. Many of the 
participants had just contributed to a forthcoming volume on decolonizing Finnish 
social work, so this meeting was key to thinking about extending these frameworks 
to a Baltic-Nordic context. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-9-decolonizing-social-work/ 
 
 
Study Circle 10 | Art and Creative Practices as a Tool to Interpret, Redefine, and Appropriate 
Heritage of the Nordic-Baltic Regions 
 
Symposium 
Dates | April 9-10, 2022 
Place | Vilnius, Lithuania, and online  
Local partner | European Humanities University 
Theme | Creative practices as a tool to work with heritage. Part 1. Objects 
 

The Winter Symposium was focusing on object-oriented art and creative practices related to 
the Nordic-Baltic regions’ heritage. This may include exhibitions, public art, installations and 
other types of artworks, interpretation of the archives or artifacts, curatorial practices, 
museum expositions, etc. 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers: — 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 13​ (5 man, 8 women, 0 other) 
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 6​  
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 13​  

 

https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-9-decolonizing-social-work/
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Public Dissemination:  
 
1 Svetlana Kondratyeva’s personal Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/sveta.kondratieva.397/posts/pfbid02uiEkm6WuWAVr5ARLU6y
MdDCNJKdTUyrcd8eoTDFcgnf21CJS8rG9cWVNtyxTAManl 
2 Stsiapan Stureika’s personal Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stsiapan.stureika/posts/pfbid021qPcYdTFqKjQbnEm779tWu2sh
wd7nHV2QFGS3vhZ3Evsvy6ngubqYSE1AjEkXc1pl 
3 Heritage Research Hub 
https://www.facebook.com/heritageresearchhub/posts/4735873449781884 and website 
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/event/nsu-winter-symposium-creative-practices-as-a-too
l-to-work-with-heritage-part-i-objects/  
4 Centre for Critical Heritage Studies UGOT UCL 
https://www.facebook.com/cchs.ugot.ucl/posts/pfbid0BZ2QfpYGabXcNbHyxeT6XET8V9ve
3e3itisVfXAqeST6fqV1EwNJZWoAwcf1WgCdl  
5 Open Calls/residents/opportunities for artists 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1063441107171596/posts/1946344998881198/  
6 ArtJobs 
https://www.artjobs.com/open-calls/other/lithuania/56173/call-proposals-symposium-%E2%8
0%9Ccreative-practices-tool-work-heritage  
7 The CFP list https://www.cfplist.com/CFP/34001 
8 Cultural Memory Studies Initiative 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CMSI.UGent/posts/2225226787630406/  
9 a.pass Artistic Research 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/41863568055/posts/10161539297078056/  
10 memory Studies Association 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1639818996310699/posts/2793528900939697/ 
11 learning in museums and Galleries 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5495064282/posts/10160162342594283/  
12 World heritage leadership program  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/whleadership/posts/5084696064927055/  
13 EHU channels (an example: 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CZrx54Cohkk/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link) 
14 Around 10-15 letters inside our network to the specific research/working groups and 
independent researchers. 
 
Outcomes: 
1 Designed online seminar Connections that can be repeated for a new audience 
2 Designed on sire workshop in Uzupis that will be used during the one of EHU courses in 
the 2022|23 AY. 
3 An article about the Symposium on the EHU webpage, speakers and their presentations, 
links to the artworks etc. 
 
 

External Funding: — 
 

Program: 
https://usercontent.one/wp/www.nsuweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Winter-Symposium-Study-Circle-10-
archive.pdf  
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 

https://www.facebook.com/stsiapan.stureika/posts/pfbid021qPcYdTFqKjQbnEm779tWu2shwd7nHV2QFGS3vhZ3Evsvy6ngubqYSE1AjEkXc1pl
https://www.facebook.com/stsiapan.stureika/posts/pfbid021qPcYdTFqKjQbnEm779tWu2shwd7nHV2QFGS3vhZ3Evsvy6ngubqYSE1AjEkXc1pl
https://www.facebook.com/heritageresearchhub/posts/4735873449781884
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/event/nsu-winter-symposium-creative-practices-as-a-tool-to-work-with-heritage-part-i-objects/
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/event/nsu-winter-symposium-creative-practices-as-a-tool-to-work-with-heritage-part-i-objects/
https://www.facebook.com/cchs.ugot.ucl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVXf1AMbfTkuqEUB4Q_mVhbAXMscL5xdnUv7xN2bPXGMBmZ2fdn7VUiUSfgHSWTuIHHz50y6U5IidFLBrrEYkj8mTejX0dR9MfDlOgJ3IJVQVLuwUFevJyVFWC6YSpNPNqmA14I-4DzTdaeGQ__H_k-oLyzk6UsimjLlfnCrlRjldb5KrH7Gj7CyX3s_9OPOYI&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/cchs.ugot.ucl/posts/pfbid0BZ2QfpYGabXcNbHyxeT6XET8V9ve3e3itisVfXAqeST6fqV1EwNJZWoAwcf1WgCdl
https://www.facebook.com/cchs.ugot.ucl/posts/pfbid0BZ2QfpYGabXcNbHyxeT6XET8V9ve3e3itisVfXAqeST6fqV1EwNJZWoAwcf1WgCdl
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1063441107171596/posts/1946344998881198/
https://www.artjobs.com/open-calls/other/lithuania/56173/call-proposals-symposium-%E2%80%9Ccreative-practices-tool-work-heritage
https://www.artjobs.com/open-calls/other/lithuania/56173/call-proposals-symposium-%E2%80%9Ccreative-practices-tool-work-heritage
https://www.cfplist.com/CFP/34001
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CMSI.UGent/posts/2225226787630406/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/41863568055/posts/10161539297078056/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5495064282/posts/10160162342594283/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/whleadership/posts/5084696064927055/
https://usercontent.one/wp/www.nsuweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Winter-Symposium-Study-Circle-10-archive.pdf
https://usercontent.one/wp/www.nsuweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Winter-Symposium-Study-Circle-10-archive.pdf


Svetlana Kondratyeva svetlana.kondratyeva.21@gmail.com 
Stsiapan Stureika stsiapan.stureika@ehu.lt 

 
Concluding Remarks: 
During the Symposium we managed to show interesting examples of working with heritage 
of the Nordic-Baltic region, listen to young researchers up to 35-40 years old and examine the 
diversity of approaches to heritage. We united researchers and practitioners from 6 countries 
including Lithuania, Finland and Denmark. We also managed to include in the program on 
site study of Užupis, the creative district of the capital of Lithuania. For a couple of young 
students Symposium was the first experience of participating in such events. Also it was the 
first experience of interaction with the NSU for both coordinators. We noted the positive 
aspects and points that need to be improved, and ready to continue our Circle.. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-10-art-and-creative-practices/  
 
 
Study Circle Summer Session Reports 2022 
 
Study Circle 1 | Urban Studies: Between Creativity and Power 
Symposium 
Dates | 28 July – 4 August, 2022 
Place | Oslo, Norway 
Local partner | none 
Theme | Borders and Boundaries 
Borders are not a matter of solely geographical inquiry. In fact, in the presence of 
global cyber time and mass consumption the relevance of geographical borders are 
being questioned, increasingly thinking of borders as spaces produced through 
discourse. 
 
Invited Keynote Speakers [if applicable]: N/A 
 
Statistics: 
• Number of Participants: 3 (0 men, 3 women, 0 other) 
• Number of Countries: 2 (Latvia and Finland) 
• Number of newcomers: 3 (3 new to Circle, 3 new to NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/658790627938461 
 
Outcomes: 
Currently there are no outcomes yet, apart from network building by the participants. 
External Funding: 
State Cultural Capital Fund in Latvia, covered travel expenses for one of the co-ordinators in 
amount of 130eur. 
Program: 
July 30th : 
Performances by Anna Viņķele and Anna Maskava 
August 2nd : 
9.00-10.30 Saara Vainio "Changing education governance of youth education” 

http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-10-art-and-creative-practices/


11.00-12.00 Anete Ušča “Cultural Participation in Riga: Expansion of Political Approach to 
Strengthen Local Communities” 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Anete Ušča, European University Institute, anete.usca@eui.eu 
Laine Kristberga, PhD, University of Latvia, laine.krista@gmail.com 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
This was the last session of the circle 1 “Urban Studies” and compared to the previous 
sessions, we had very little returning participants, and the number of attendees was the 
lowest of all times. This can partially be explained by the oversaturated programs and plans 
everyone was having post-covid, prioritising other activities, as well as being well 
accustomed to zoom meetings and not finding sufficient funds to visit Oslo. However, our 
group still engaged in fruitful discussions, as well as visited and engages with the activities at 
the other circles. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/658790627938461/events/ 
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-urban-studies-creativity-power/ 
 
Study Circle 2 | Human-technology futures 
 
Symposium 
Dates | 28 July – 4 August, 2022 
Place | Oslo, Norway 
Local partner | None  
Theme | Poiesis and automata. 
 
The first part of the title, “poieses”, refers to “autopoieses” as a key term in the history of 
cybernetics and contemporary forms of AI that invoke evolutionary overtones (e.g. 
consciousness, self-awareness, self-organization etc.). The second part, automata, captures 
the image of automation, or the machine, as a closed system. It matches our core interest, 
which is is in: the ambivalent relationship between, on the one hand, the speculative and open 
futures that characterize the worlds of science, technology, media and art, and, on the other 
hand, the relentless, catastrophic or even post-apocalyptic, drive to commodify life forms, 
cultures and extend the networks of control.  
 
Invited Keynote Speakers. There were no keynotes  
 
Statistics: 

●​ Number of Participants:​ 11​ (5 men, 6 women) 
●​ Number of Countries:              7​ (nationality: Sweden Russia, Germany, Turkey, 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Greece, Latvia, Netherlands /                                              
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ perhaps it’s meant institutionally: Sweden, ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Germany, France, Latvia, Turkey 5)   

●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 2​ (2 new to Circle, 1 new to NSU) 
 

Public Dissemination:  
I send it around my academic networks, the most important reactions came from “eurograd”, 
an email list for science and technology studies. I recruited in my university (bilkent) as did 



Palle (chalmers). We have an email list with about 150 previous participants and a facebook 
group https://www.facebook.com/groups/358024621467536  
 
Outcomes: 
We got renewed for 3 years. We have collected funding for an edited volume over the last 
years and moved forward towards its realization. Our primary goal, however, was to return to 
an in-person format after the Covid years, which has a big impact on a multidisciplinary 
group.  
 
External Funding: 
The ad-hoc funding provided by the NSU. 
 

Program: 
We did not keep a formal “online” schedule, it was communicated via email. However, we 
did use this pad to update an informal schedule as the event was happening.  
https://pad.riseup.net/p/HumanTechnologyFuturesSummer2022-keep 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Eric Deibel (eric@fripost.org) 

Palle Dahlstedt (palle@chalmers.se) 

Maru Mushtrieva (m.mushtrieva@gmail.com) 

Concluding Remarks: 
We got renewed for another 3 years by the general assembly. We updated our submission on themes and 
locations (our winter symposium will be in Brussels (2023) and the year after in Vilnius (2024)). We have 
decided on a strategy and timeline towards the publication of an edited volume.  
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/358024621467536  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/358024621467536  
 

Study Circle 3 | Hospitality and Solidarity: Feminist Philosophy in Thought, History 
and Action 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 28.7-4.8, 2022 
Place | Rönninge Folkhögskola, Oslo, Norway  
Local partner |  
Theme | Writing with an()Other Part 2: Hospitality in Practise 
 
In our Nordic Summer University study circle we have investigated the notions of hospitality 
and solidarity from a multidisciplinary approach, framed by feminist philosophy and 
theology. In the sixth and last symposium of this study circle we would like to focus on the 
linguistic aspects of hospitality and solidarity – in practise. How can we as thinkers, 
practitioners, researchers, dancers, how can we as beings work together in hospitality and 
solidarity when we are always also within language? 
 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 10 ​ (9 women, 1 other) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/358024621467536
mailto:eric@fripost.org
mailto:palle@chalmers.se
mailto:m.mushtrieva@gmail.com
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/358024621467536
https://www.facebook.com/groups/358024621467536


●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 8​ (Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Russia/​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ France, Israel, South Korea, USA) 

●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 2​ (2 new to Circle, 2 new to NSU) 
 

Public Dissemination:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-3-hospitality-and-solidarity-feminist-philosophy-
in-thought-history-and-action/circle-3-summer-session-2022/ 
 
 

Program: 
Readings, presentations, writing exercises, co-hosted session with circles 5&6 on indigenous 
knowledge 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Laura Hellsten, Åbo Akademi University laura.maria.hellsten@gmail.com 
Carol Stampone, Bergen stamponecaroline@hotmail.com 
(stepping in for Nicole des Bouvrie nicole.nobyeni@gmail.com) 

 
Concluding Remarks: 
Circle ends and publication with Open Philosophy is now complete and finalised. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
Facebook page 

Study Circle 05  | Racialization, Whiteness and Politics of Othering in Contemporary 
Europe 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 28 July - 04 August, 2022 
Place | Oslo, Norway 
Local partner | n/a 
Theme | Whiteness and Racialization in Colonial Pasts and Presents 
 
Whiteness and racialization remain contested topics in contemporary Europe (Dzenovska, 
2018; Loasdobr & Jensen, 2012), central to the very notion of what Europe is, and for whom. 
Colonial past and imperialist legacies continue to affect inter-European struggles, anxieties 
and axis of difference, such as West and East, North and South (Hvenegård-Lassen & Maurer, 
2012; Jensen et al., 2017). This symposium explored how whiteness and racialization are 
intertwined with colonial temporalities - how coloniality continues shaping racialized 
subjectivities and politics. We explored how different whitenesses are enacted, negotiated and 
contested; and how un(re)marked whiteness reinforces colonial complicity (Keskinen, 2009; 
Vuorela, 2009). Thinking of time as social coordination (Bastian, 2014) linking 
subjectification and processes of governance, we are interested how processes of racialization 
are entwined with notions of temporality (Sharma & Towns, 2016). The symposium used 
pasts, presents and futures as “entry points of inquiry into racism’s multiplex genealogies; 
into the historiography of reason, colonial legacies, colonial intimacies, and imperial 
sovereignty” (Stoler, 2016:21). The foci of the symposium included racialization and 
coloniality in the Nordic and Baltic region; indigenous histories; changing locations of 
whiteness; degrees of proximity and distance to (Nordic) whiteness; materiality, affectivity 
and embodiment. 

mailto:laura.maria.hellsten@gmail.com
mailto:stamponecaroline@hotmail.com
mailto:nicole.nobyeni@gmail.com
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/


 

Invited Keynote Speakers: n/a 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 11​  
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 6​ (Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Lithuania, Poland, 

Germany) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 6​ (6 new to Circle, 6 new to NSU) 

 

Public Dissemination:  
 
NSU website, Facebook (SC05 group; also group of previous SC01 2017-2019). 
 

Outcomes: 
Symposium contributed to establishment of connections among participants in different 
countries who previously did not know each other, but have similar interests. Some of 
participants of our circle joined ARRKOM 2023. 
 

External Funding: 
 
Funding provided by NSU (through funded projects); no additional external funding; only 
in-kind contributions by coordinators. 
 

Program: 
www.nsuweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NSU-SS2022-SC05-Programme.pdf 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
 
Anna Wojtyńska, University of Iceland, annawo@hi.is  
Linda Lapina, Roskilde University, llapina@ruc.dk  
Irma Budginaitė-Mačkinė, Vilnius University, irma.budginaite@fsf.vu.lt  
 
Concluding Remarks: 
Our circle will continue for one more year (2023). There was interest among the participants 
to continue and form a new circle in the future, exploring the intersectional pedagogies and 
praxis in the future. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:   
<https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-5-racialization-whiteness-and-politics-of-otheri
ng-in-contemporary-europe/>  
Study Circle 6 | Nordic Environmental Ethics 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 28 July - 4 August, 2022 
Place | Oslo, Norway 
Local partner |  
Theme | Ethics of Sustainability 
 

Our symposium focused on issues with sustainability. There was a great diversity of 
perspectives from applied to conceptual, from analytical to continental philosophy and 
methods, and from interdisciplinary to purely philosophical research. In addition to research 

mailto:llapina@ruc.dk
mailto:irma.budginaite@fsf.vu.lt
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-5-racialization-whiteness-and-politics-of-othering-in-contemporary-europe/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-5-racialization-whiteness-and-politics-of-othering-in-contemporary-europe/


paper sessions, we organized discussion sessions, joint-circle reading group session, writing 
workshops, and a philosophical walk up the mountain. 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers - 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants:​ 9​ (3 men, 6 women, 0 other) 
●​ Number of Countries:    ​ 6​ (Finland, Austria, Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Spain) 
●​ Number of newcomers:   ​ 5​ (5 new to Circle, 5 new to NSU) 

 

Public Dissemination:  
Our circle contributes to multiple NSU blog posts. 
 

Outcomes: 
We have no joint publication plans (but the papers presented in the symposium will be 
submitted for publication in different journals, anthologies, and as part of a book, individually 
and independently by each author). However, one participant will try to attract attention to a 
local environmental crisis with an NSU blog post, hoping that the issue being discussed all 
the way up in Norway gains media interest in the local setting. 
 

External Funding: 
- 
 

Program: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/nordic-environmental-ethics-summer-session-2022/ 
 
 

Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Teea Kortetmäki, University of Jyväskylä, teea.kortetmaki@jyu.fi 
Mikko Puumala, University of Turku, mimapuu@utu.fi 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
Overall, the summer session 2022 was a great success for circle 6! It was our first live 
summer session, which gave us many good lessons for future NSU events. We got 5 new 
members to the circle, although were missing many of the previous symposia. Even with 6 
papers and 9 circle participants, we had quite a full program with discussion sessions, group 
writing sessions, joint circle reading + discussion session, and a philosophical walk. There 
was time for in-depth discussions and developing ideas for papers and future projects. Even 
with a great diversity of people, methods, and research questions, the group was very 
close-knit, friendly, and helpful to each others. With this, we are looking forward to our next 
winter symposium in Trondheim. Its CfP will be released 9th August. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/ 
 
Study Circle 7 |General theme: The experiential in artistic practice: methods, 
knowledges 
and reflective processes 
 
Symposium 

https://www.nsuweb.org/nordic-environmental-ethics-summer-session-2022/
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-6-nordic-environmental-ethics/


Dates | 28 July- 4 August 2022 
Place | Rønningen Folkehøgskole, Oslo, Norway. 
Theme | Experiencing Artistic Research Through the Senses 
During this symposium we will be investigating phenomenology (empirical research, 
direct experience) micro-phenomenology (experiences that trigger specific micro-gestures 
or micro-acts of attention) and reverse-phenomenology (how one experiences a 
landscape and how the landscape experiences one) as methods for reflecting on the 
experiential in artistic practice research. 
We intend to create spaces for exploring artistic methodologies with the aim to develop 
reflection as a means to address the experiential in knowledge-making and processes of 
artistic practices. This is done in the belief that critically investigating the artistic research 
process will promote understanding of the role of the experiential in artistic practices and 
will provide a framework from where to explore reflection to develop sense-making 
capacities for artistic practices. As such, we will explore artistic practices as other forms of 
cognising, incorporating, among other experimental forms of exploration, elements of 
‘microphenomenology’ , a method for experiential protocols created by Claire 1 
Petitmengin, in the discussion. 
 
Statistics: 
• Number of Participants: 19 (5 men, 14 women) 
• Number of Countries: 8 (UK, Finland, Portugal, Sweden, Norway, 
Argentina, USA, Nigeria) 
• Number of newcomers: 2 (2 new to Circle and NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
Facebook, Instagram, emailing list, universities internal mail (NUA, ARU, SUA, etc.) 
Outcomes: 
The documentation of this symposium will be published at the end of the Circle 7 3 years 
cycle. 
https://vimeo.com/315433122 1 
 
Programme: 
 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Marina Velez Vago 
marina.velez@marinavelez.com 
Heidi Seppäla 
heidiannika@hotmail.com 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
The work conducted during this symposium is extremely relevant to the research 
questions proposed. We have documented the presentations and discussions, which will 
be compiled int he final publication. 
Further feedback: 
Structure 
Pros: the structure of the symposium allowed for cross-Circles participation, which 
enriched the conversations and the experience. There were plenty of opportunities to 
engage in dialogue in between presentations. 
 



Cons: the slots allocated to the presentations were of different lengths, which acted 
against the research goals of Circle 7 to allocate equal time for presentation and 
reflection for all. 
Place 
Spacious school with seminar and lecture rooms that were appropriate to the task, and 
facilities such as projectors, speakers, wifi, etc. Variety of rooms available for different 
budgets. Good food freshly cooked and some options for vegans and vegetarians. Set in 
green surroundings. 
Price 
Those who could not apply for work place funding commented that the symposium was 
expensive. 
 
What we learnt 
This first summer symposium experience as coordinators has shown that communication 
between coordinators, board and participants is key, and that direct talking 
communication is faster and easier than emails. 
As coordinators we have to put clear boundaries for the group to work together and to 
prevent, for instance, some people dominating the discussion. We learnt that boundaries 
help to run a horizontal and inclusive event like this one, to give everyone the opportunity 
to voice their thoughts and contribute to the discussion. 
Try to find a balance between the time spent doing bureaucratic paperwork and time 
doing artistic research (at present the former outweighs the latter). 
Because of the nature of the topics investigated and the amount of people put together 
in one place for a week, problems between people will arise. Give them the attention 
they deserve, no more, no less, and certainly do not allow problems to eclipse the good 
work of many and the interesting experiences that this unique model of symposia 
provide. 
 
Notes on the relevance of the work in a scholarly, and a Nordic/Baltic perspective, as well 
as an overview of future plans – outcomes and potentials. Does the Circle wish to 
continue? 
For more information about this Study Circle see: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-7-the-experiential-in-artistic-practice-and- 
research-methods-knowledges-and-reflective-processes/ 
 
Study Circle 8 | Futures of Education, Cultural Diversity, Imaginations and Collective 
Transformations in Time of the Anthropocene 
 

Symposium 
Dates | 28 July- 4 August 2022 
Place | Rønningen folkehøgskole, Oslo, Norway 
Local partner |  
Hammerfest Videregående Skole, and Hammerfest Bibliotek, Norway.  
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University (UKIM) – Skopje, Macedonia  
Theme | Diversity, Transformation and the Future  
 
Brief Description of the theme and focus of the symposium 
 



Imagining the Future – Traditions and Transformations 
Summer Session, 2022, July 28th to August 4th, 2022, Rønningen, Oslo, Norway 
 
Description of theme: 
“Reality is made by people who can see things that do not yet exist.” (Piet Hein, 1963) 
This theme seeks to explore and discuss the ontology and function of imagination as opposed 
to immediate perception, as a way of seeing things in becoming. Imagining the future is to 
understand not just the ability to form images, but also the aspiration and the liberation to 
reform and transform reality. Imagination is a form of transcendence and makes it possible to 
imagine the future and transform reality into different potentials. 
 
Educational practices should include the imagined futures to investigate pessimistic and 
optimistic responses, and steps towards sustainably realized futures. Traditions need to be 
explored to see how imaginings has created present realized structures. Furthermore, 
exploring possibilities of providing a universal being(s) right, on behalf of, or in addition to 
human rights is encouraged. Suggestion for topics or areas to explore from: 

●​ Do current developments in power - and economic structures where bitcoin and 
blockchain technology for example, provide facilities for sharing trust provide 
sufficiently strong future alternatives to the current centralized power-structure? 

●​ Is it fruitful to explore the weaknesses and the strength of the UN when it comes to 
steering states towards a humanistic development, which include heterological 
relations and dialogue with non-human, human and more-than-human others. How 
and by whom should the framework be imagined and realized? 

●​ Will a Bildung based education provide a proper arena for dealing with the 
cross-cultural and technological future? This tradition needs to enter into a dialogue 
with non-Western traditions to explore the heterological relations of the future. 

 
 

Invited Keynote Speakers: We didn’t have keynote speakers 
 

Statistics: 
●​ Number of Participants: 18​ (men 9, women 9, other) 
●​ Number of Countries:    10 countries. List of the countries: Norway, Denmark, 

Sweden, Finland, Macedonia, United Kingdom, Germany, Canada, Greece, Turkey. 
●​ Number of newcomers:  1 newcomer (1 new to Circle, 1 new to NSU) 

 

Public Dissemination:  
Provide details of any publications, websites, blogs or other media that were used to publicise 
the symposium. 
 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circle-8-nsu-summer-session-28-july-4-august-2022-ronningen-oslo/ 
 
https://www.nsuweb.org/circle-8-nsu-my-bridge-to-the-academic-world/ 
 
https://twitter.com/JasnaKoteska/status/1553512624037437440?s=20&t=3vxL-okdQP-lIczNtuzigA 
 

Outcomes: 
 
Provide details of any publications, events, groups or plans that emerged as a result of 
this symposium. 
 

https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circle-8-nsu-summer-session-28-july-4-august-2022-ronningen-oslo/
https://www.nsuweb.org/circle-8-nsu-my-bridge-to-the-academic-world/
https://twitter.com/JasnaKoteska/status/1553512624037437440?s=20&t=3vxL-okdQP-lIczNtuzigA


We are planning the publication of our articles in the E- Journal Nordicum-Mediteraneum 
NoMe https://nome.unak.is/wordpress/ the Icelandic E-journal for Nordic and Mediterraneum 
by 2024. 
 
 

External Funding: 
 
We’ve used the financial help of the NSU Board and Arrkom for covering part of the 
accommodation, food, and travels. We did not use any additional funding. 
 

Program: 
 
Link(s) to schedule for symposium. 
 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circle-8-nsu-summer-session-28-july-4-august-2022-ronninge
n-oslo/ 
 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
 
Oddbjørn Jensen, Hammerfest Videregående Skole and Hammerfest bibliotek, Norway 
oddbjorn.jensen@gmail.com  
 
Jasna Koteska, professor, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University Skopje (UKIM), Macedonia 
jasnakoteska@yahoo.com  
 
Concluding Remarks: 
Notes on the relevance of the work in a scholarly, and a Nordic/Baltic perspective, as well as 
an overview of future plans – outcomes and potentials. Does the Circle wish to continue? 
 
The SC8 wishes to continue after this 3-year circle is finished in the summer of 2023 and to 
apply for new 3-year circle. We are working on the Special Issue of the Journal 
Nordicum-Mediterraneum from Iceland, to publish our articles and works by early 2024. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see:  
 

https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-8-futures-of-education-cultural-diversity-imagin
ations-and-collective-transformations-in-time-of-the-anthropocene/  
 
Study Circle 9 | Decolonising social work 
Symposium 
Dates | 29.7–4.8, 2022 
Place | Location/Oslo, Norway 
Local partner | Institution/Nordic summer school 
Theme | Summer University 
Brief description of the theme and focus for the symposium. 
Invited Keynote Speakers [if applicable]: Name, Institution/Affiliation/Profession 
 
Statistics: 
• Number of Participants: 3 (0 men, 3 women, 1 cat) 
• Number of Countries: 2 (Finland, Israel) 

https://nome.unak.is/wordpress/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circle-8-nsu-summer-session-28-july-4-august-2022-ronningen-oslo/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circle-8-nsu-summer-session-28-july-4-august-2022-ronningen-oslo/
mailto:oddbjorn.jensen@gmail.com
mailto:jasnakoteska@yahoo.com
http://nordic.university/study-circles/1-understanding-migration-in-nordic-and-baltic-countries/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-8-futures-of-education-cultural-diversity-imaginations-and-collective-transformations-in-time-of-the-anthropocene/
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-8-futures-of-education-cultural-diversity-imaginations-and-collective-transformations-in-time-of-the-anthropocene/


• Number of newcomers: 3 (0 new to Circle, 3 new to NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
Not yet published anything – there are to do that in the future 
 
Outcomes: 
Planning for winter meeting and visits. Deepening the co-operation. 
External Funding: 
- 
Program: 
- 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Helena Oikarinen-Jabai, Aalto University, h.oikarinen.jabai@gmail.com 
(Kris Clarke, University of Helsinki, kris.clarke@helsinki.fi) 
Concluding Remarks: 
In the future the Nordic/Baltic co-operation will be emphasised by the side of international 
contacts. The Circle will continue next spring and have a meeting in Malmö. 
 
Study Circle 10 | Art and Creative Practices as a Tool to Interpret, Redefine, and 
Appropriate Heritage of the Nordic-Baltic Regions 
Symposium 
Dates | July 28–August 4, 2022 
Place | Oslo, Norway 
Local partner | — 
Theme | Creative practices as a tool to work with heritage. Theater, performance, live art 
 
The Circle proposes to explore the cultural heritage of the Nordic-Baltic region using 
theoretical and practice-led creative activities, offering an opportunity to investigate non- 
textual forms of knowledge and communication towards various questions related to identity, 
heritage, memory, etc. In our opinion, discussions around these categories are especially 
relevant now, because heritage often becomes a resource for sustainability in times of crisis 
and changes. But at the same time, crises often require redefining the value, relevance and 
functions of heritage. That is why we need to explore new ways of working with heritage, 
and to develop horizontal inclusive ways of its interpretation. 
Invited Keynote Speakers: — 
 
Statistics: 
Number of Participants: 4 (1 man, 3 women, 0 other) 
Number of Countries: 2 (originally from Belarus and Russia) 
Number of newcomers: 4 (4 new to Circle, 4 new to NSU) 
Public Dissemination: 
1. An Email to the participants of the Winter Symposium; 
 
2. European Humanities University public channels: https://ru.ehu.lt/novosti/open-call- 
summer-symposium/, 
 
https://www.facebook.com/EHUOfficial/posts/pfbid0Y3mZEPgAvuhjcqsDxNv9TxN 
cY23Gf2Wkt9SdkkQYjXrMG3RfqGY91h51SQNCnaDzl 
3. EHU students’ Telegram chats; 
4. Artjobs: https://www.artjobs.com/open-calls/other/norway/56173/call-proposals- 
%E2%80%9Ccreative-practices-tool-work-heritage-theater#; 



5. CFPlist: https://www.cfplist.com/CFP/34918; 
6. Cultural Memory Studies Initiative 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CMSI.UGent/posts/2294689820684102/; 
7. a.pass artistic research 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/41863568055/posts/10161720366843056/; 
 
8. Heritage Research Hub https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/event/creative-practices- 
as-a-tool-to-work-with-heritage-theater-performance-live-art/; 
 
9. Linkedin https://www.linkedin.com/posts/svetlana-kondratyeva-164154236_opencall- 
cfp-heritage-activity-6933903069751484416- 
 
4MAk?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop; 
10. Learning in Museums and Galleries https://www.facebook.com/groups/5495064282/; 
11. Memory Studies Association; 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1639818996310699/posts/2851732301786023/ 
12. Performance Studies Forum 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/performancestudies/posts/10166139494085384/; 
 
13. Dance, Research & Performance 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/danceresearchpracticeperformance/posts/1329555 
910866708/; 
14. Performance and Memory Working Group (Memory Studies Association) 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/397324644777180/posts/580473266462316/; 
15. The International Federation For Theatre Research 
https://www.facebook.com/iftrcomms/posts/5739982226018815; 
16. Association of Nordic Theatre Scholars 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/331011023667207/posts/4560011567433777/; 
17. Contemporary Dance Performance 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/danzarelavita/posts/7651104411596407/; 
18. Dance&Education 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/danceandeducation/posts/1357969337998934/; 
19. Norwegian Centre for Humanitarian Studies 
https://www.facebook.com/NCFHumStd/posts/2148047448686889; 
20. Performance Art Studies 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/285923493191735/posts/395894705527946/; 
21. Comparative Arts and Media Studies 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/30887621861/posts/10158204577886862/; 
22. Artistic Research CFP: Conference, Publication, Performance, Presentation 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1304862362867367/posts/5293191027367794/; 
23. Baltic Studies 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/533042026733755/posts/5292841934087050/; 
24. IN SITU - European Platform for Artistic Creation in Public Space 
https://www.facebook.com/INSITUplatform/posts/2272411489563764; 
25. Letters to different working groups; 
26. Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/al.vvin.nn/posts/pfbid0415sntYCi2E4fHrgZrV2KxqhjBh9 
ujxVQ37qrEPnB2iyS6RG1eDADPbwoiKaTTrbl. 
Outcomes: 
Publications: 



1. The result of the workshop on cyanotype and the environment (as a part of the Study 
 
Circle’s program): https://www.nsuweb.org/circle-10-workshop-preserved-bloom-in- 
blue/; 
 
2. The report about playing a board game on Curonian Spit (as a part of the Study 
 
Circle’s program): https://www.nsuweb.org/circle-10-playing-a-board-game-to- 
reflect-the-history-of-curonian-spit/; 
 
3. The document that came out after the additional workshop “Looking For Personal 
Connections With The Place” (as a part of the cultural program): 
https://www.nsuweb.org/trace-of-summer-session-2022-visualisation-of-existence/; 
4. The publication on a coordinator’s Facebook page with the results: 
https://www.facebook.com/al.vvin.nn/posts/pfbid02KCJNAzbWHcvmwAjX2CN3sY 
yaE3gLR4MRXLnsQVpz41o226s7c4x64Gg2drBUEyRNl; 
5. The publication on a participant’s LinkedIn page about her experience: 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/antanina-kamelchyk-192499238_it-was-an-amazing- 
week-in-norway-which-i-activity-6960831880346673152- 
 
AcFm/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop. 
 
The workshop “Preserved Bloom in Blue” (https://www.nsuweb.org/circle-10-workshop- 
preserved-bloom-in-blue/) turned out into an exhibition that was installed on the second day 
 
of the Summer School and stayed until the last day. The exhibition was placed near the lunch 
spot in the main building of the Summer Session. 
Plans: 
- Participants who suggested the board game are going to use the feedback collected 
during the Summer Session in order to improve the game and distribute it further in 
their communities of MA students Autumn 2022; 
- The Circle will be continued as a new 3-year Study Circle with the name “Place of 
Heritage in Interdisciplinarity”. 
External Funding: 
— 
Program: 
https://usercontent.one/wp/www.nsuweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NSU-SS2022- 
Circle-10-Program-1.pdf 
Coordinators of the Study Circle: 
Alina Kalachova, EHU, kalachyovalina@gmail.com 
Svetlana Kondratyeva, EHU, svetlana.kondratyeva.21@gmail.com 
 
Concluding Remarks: 
The activities during the Summer Session were directly connected to both Nordic and Baltic 
regions: the presented board game gave a chance to reflect on the Lithuanian Heritage Site, 
the workshop on cyanotype was involving Nordic surrounding of the Summer Session, the 
results of which were also reflected, and two other presentations described researches 
connected to the regions. 
The Study Circle experienced several difficulties due to changes of coordinators. 

mailto:svetlana.kondratyeva.21@gmail.com


Nevertheless, advantages and disadvantages of Circle 10 are reflected by a new coordinator 
— Alina Kalachova — and the results of it are going to be used for developing a new Study 
Circle “Place of Heritage in Interdisciplinarity”. In order to create a stronger connection with 
Nordic region and change the strategy of coordinating, Alina agreed to co-coordinate a new 
Circle with a Senior Lecturer from University of Gothenburg, Elena Bogdanova. 
 
For more information about this Study Circle see: 
https://www.nsuweb.org/study-circles/circle-10-art-and-creative-practices/ 
 
 
Note: Circle 4 was not present during the summer session. 


	 

