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Race, racialization and whiteness remain contested topics in contemporary Europe
(Borocz & Sarkar, 2017; Dzenovska, 2018; Fassin, 2011; Imre, 2005; Loftsdottir &
Jensen, 2012), central to the very notion of what Europe is, and for whom. The
importance of race and racialization in the European context has been highlighted on
multiple instances over the past years: for instance, by the public reception and media
portrayals of the “refugee crisis” in 2015; the rise of right-wing parties and racist
rhetoric in different European countries; as well as conflicts and anxieties related to
labour mobility within the EU, which played a significant role in the Brexit referendum
(Dzenovska, 2017; Loftsdattir, Smith, & Hipfl, 2018). The so-called “refugee crisis” of
2015 and related fears of increasing number of non-white migrants in Europe
(re)activated various threat scenarios and calls to “protect the homeland against
dangerous outsiders” (Wodak, 2015: 66-67). These political sentiments go hand in
hand with increasing islamophobia (Balcer, 2019) and antisemitism (Druez & Mayer,
2018).

These struggles and anxieties over Europe, its subjects and boundaries, seemingly
triggered by current events, are rooted in history. They signify how Europe’s colonial
past continues to mark its present (Danbolt & Myong, 2018; Hvenegard-Lassen &
Maurer, 2012; Jensen, Suarez-Krabbe, Groes, & Pecic, 2017). Dominant
representations of the Other, current processes of racial, ethnic and religious othering
echo former Orientalism, which reinforces the trope of a normalized white European
identity. Moreover, despite almost 30 years having passed since the fall of the Iron
curtain, divisions between East and West continue to constitute an inter-European axis
of difference- along with other divisions, like one between North and South
(Dzenovska & De Genova, 2018; Fortier, 2006; Kuus, 2004; Kalnacs, 2016). These
political processes underline the need to creolise established understandings of
Europe’s colonial history as a thing of the past and a homogenized, white European
identity as the norm (Boatca, 2019).



This symposium aims to unpack in which ways and to what effects racialization
continues to shape European spaces, bodies and politics. Topics addressed in the
symposium will include, but are not limited to:

o Hierarchies of race and “shades of whiteness” (Moore, 2013)

« Intersections between race, class and gender and (re)inscriptions otherness
(Light & Young, 2009; Binnie & Klesse, 2013)

o Complexity of racial and ethnic (un)privilege (Salamuk, 2014)
o Securitization and tightening of borders/national frontiers
» Racialisation and affectivity

o Othering processes and racialization of Eastern European migrants,
including migrants from the Baltic States

o (Anti-)immigration and integration discourses

Organized in collaboration with: Mobilities and Transnational Iceland project of
excellence ; University of Iceland.

Format
Two-and-a-half-day seminar based on the paper presentations of the participants.

We invite scholars, journalists, filmmakers, educators, legal practitioners, social
workers, activists, urbanists, writers, translators and interpreters, artists, and others to
apply with presentations and/or advanced stage works-in-progress to share and
discuss in an open, cross-disciplinary space. We are interested in contributions that
address a range of concerns — scholarly, creative, material, ethical, pragmatic. We
aim to bring together a diverse and motivated group of people to share projects and
work collaboratively.

Application procedure: please send an abstract of max. 250 words and a short bio
(max 150 words) to the organisers by September 23rd.

The symposium is free to attend. We can help organise and cover the cost of hotel
accommodation for two nights, so please indicate whether you will need a hotel room.
Kindly note that this means basic accommodation for participants who are not already
funded by their institutions, and who are willing to share a double room. Those who
wish to stay in a single room are welcome to pay the difference in cost.

We also hope to be able to offer a limited number of travel grants to reimburse the
transportation costs of traveling to Reykjavik. Please enclose a brief application for
travel funding with your abstract and bio if relevant. However, we suggest that
individuals apply directly to their home institutions, art councils, local foundations or
other sponsors for help covering these costs.

Successful applicants will be notified as soon as possible after the application
deadline.

Organisers



e Linda Lapina, cand. psych., PhD, Assistant Professor of Cultural Encounters,
Roskilde University, Denmark, llapina@ruc.dk

e Anna Wojtynska, Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Iceland, annawo@hi.is

e Irma Budginaité-Mackiné, PhD Candidate, Vilnius University, Lithuania,
irma.budginaite@fsf.vu.lt

Organizers applied to Nordic Summer University to have the seminar recognized as
ad hoc NSU Winter Symposium.



