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SECTION IT -~ INTRODUCTION

1., Command. During the operations covered by this rcport the 9th
Infantry Division was part of V Corps, of the First U, S. Army from 1-31
Jamiary 1945.

a. First Army ~ Lieutcnant General COURIFEY B. HODGES.
b. V Corps — Major Genersl CLARENCE R, HUEBIER.

¢. 9th Infantry Division — Major General LOUIS A. CRAIG

‘ 2. Compogition of the 9th Infantry Division,r During this period the
Division was composed of the following units: ' i

a. Organic

39th Infantry
47th Infantry

- 60th Infantry
Hq and Hq Battory 9th Infantry Division Artillery
26th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm How)
34th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm How)
60th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm How)
8/th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm How)
9th Reconnaissance Troop '
9th Signal Company
9th Medical Battalion
709th Ordnance Company
9th Quartermaster Company
Hq and Hq Company 9th Infantry Division
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b.. Attached and Detachments : Attached Detached
2 Batteries 413 AAA Battalion 25 Deec VA4 3 Jan '45
186 Field Artillery Battalion 20 Dec 26 Jan
196 Field Artillery Battalion 20 Dec
38 Cavalry Squadron (less troop 4) 20 Dec 27 Jan
Troop A 38th Squadron g Jan 27 Jan
Company A 47th Anti-Tank Battalion . 20 Dec 20 Jan
1 platoon Company A 112th Enginecrs | 20 Dec 4 Jan
Troop A 102nd Cavalry Squadron . . 25 Jan 27 Jan

3rd Battalion 395th Infantry 20 Dec 31 Jan
99th Reconnaigsance Troop 20 Dec 26 Jan
Company- A 801lst Tank Destroyer Battalion 29 Dec

2nd Battalion 395th Infantry : 2/ Dec 5 Jan

Company G 64/ Tank Destroyer Battalion 3 Jan 27 Jan

Company A 86th Chcmical Battalion . 27 Jan

Company B 86th Chomical Battalion : 27 Jan

Battery B 987th Field Artillery Battalion 27 Jan

3. Maps. The following maps were used: GERMANY 1/25,000; Sheets 5503,
5564, 5403, 5404.

SECTION III ~ REPORT OF OPERATIONS

; l'January 1945'
"a. Divisioh CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUN.

b. The 9th Infantry Division at the beginning of the period defended a
sector extending from the vicinity of the road center at K-949233 north of KONZEN
(K-9522) to the high ground at K-952080 cast of ELSENBORN (K-9207). The 60th
Combat Team was on the north. In this sector, forward positions were held by
the 38th Cavalry Squadron and Company A 47th Armored Infantry Battalion (attached).
. The main line of resistance, consisting of positions in the neighborhood of
MUTZENICH (X-9219) and thc high ground to the north, was held by the 3rd Bat-
talion 60th Infantry. The 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry (less Company G) .was held
in reservec in company assembly arcas along the EUPEN ~ MONSCHAU highway, Company
G occupied a defensive position in the vieinity of K-915218, to the rear of the
3rd Battalion, with one platoon plus one platoon Antitank Company holding a
roadblock at K-927226, The 47th Combat Team held the central sector which ex—
terded from the road center north of MONSCHAU (K-9418) to the southernmost out-
sl rts™ef KALTERHERBERG (K-9214). - This linc was hold with the lst Battalion
47th Infaitry of MONSCHAU, the 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry (attached) at HOFEN
(K&95}6):”é;§7#ne 2nd Battalion 47th Infantry at KALTERHERBERG, The 3rd Battalion
47th ‘Tpgantry tdef

aded secondary positibns in the neighborhood of K-930168 west
g .Combat Team held the southern sector with Companies F and E
?@%ﬁ?ﬁr@@lion 60th Infantry (attached), and the lst Battalion
fine in ordew from north to south, The 2nd Battalion 395th Inf-
confiary positidns to the rear of the lst Battalion 60th Infantry
e wéggzgﬁtle acfivity in the 60th Combat Team sector. During
the carly mormihgMiBurs, work continued on a mineficld in front of the 38th
Cavalry Squadron, ‘Byring daylight, the improvement of defensive installations
continued, including reé%siting of weapons, erection of wirc cntanglements, im- |
provement of individual f3 h&%ng.foxbholes, and construction of alternate and
supplementary positions, o ¢

Co

de. In the 47th Combat Team sector, an attack in platoon strength was made .
by the 2nd Battalion at 14004 with the missibn of clearing the enemy from the
west bank of the SCHWALMBACH and establishing an outpost south of KALTERHERBERG
in the vieinity of K-945135. Mocting first small-arms and then artillery fire,
the platoon advanced to the objective where it was strongly opposed by a well-
organized strongpoimt, estimated at 50 men dug-in with overhead cover, plentifully
cquipped with mortars and American machine guns, and supported by artillery of
heavy caliber. Outnumbered and fiercely counterattacked from three sides, the
platoon was forced to withdraw under cover of smoke, Elsewhere in this sector
uhere was li*tle activity. At 2020A cremy aircraft dropped one FAQ-mased bhomh om. o
LOFEN in the area of the 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry. There we%é%?@%?ﬁ?’mmzvuvwfrﬂﬁg
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By ARA Date M&?‘i;om thls incident, Afte? dark the northurnmost platocm Company
— ‘s with the southernmost platoon Company B, : :
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" e. Inthe 39th Combat Team sector, another cffort was made to dislodge
the’ enemy from positions on the west bank of the SCHVALNBACH. The ‘attack was
made by Company L, supported by thrée tanks, which advancecd without opposition
to the stream in the vicinity of X~955115 to find that the enemy had been by-
rassed and held a strong position on the height of the HOHE MARK (K-945115),
Attacking the position with a flanking movement of two platoons, the company
knocked out thrce machine guns and one mortar emplacement but failed to dislodge
the enemy who resisted stubbornly. During the attack, onec tank became separated
from the others and was disabled by antitank rocket fire in the vieinity of
K~946117 on the northern slopc of the hill,  After nightfall, Company C 60th
Infantry established an outpost in the V1c1n1ty of K~955115 and Company L 39th
Infantry Wlthdrcw to our lincs.

: f;' On order from V Corps, the 863rd ALA Ba*tallon (lcss Battery 4) and
the provisional battcrics of the Aéoth and 461st AAA Battalions werc detached
from the Division,

2., 2 January 1945

Division CP: K-825245, vieinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

Enemy act1v1ty on the Division front was slight. nght artlllery
and mortar fire-fell at scattered points, the only concentration occuring in
the darea of the 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry, where an cstimated. 250 rounds .
mndwmgmcmmm .

&, Our units continued to hold and improve defensive positions. Prior
to daylight, mine-iaying partics from the 60th Infantry and Company C 15th
Engincor Battalion added approximately 1000 mines to the minefield across the
front of the 38th Cavalry Squadron; and after nightfall, an officer patrol and
demolition party blew up a pillbox at K-948219, Thec 47th Infantry sent out a
strong combat pstrol from the lst Battalion which harassed and reconnoitered
cnemy positions in the necighborhood of K~962182, The 39th Infantry delivored
harassing fire with a platoon of 4.2 inch chemical mortars (temporary attachment
to the regiment from V Corps) and sent out a patrol from the lst Battalion 60th
Infantry which reached the disabled tank lost in action on 1 January and des-
troyed it with anti-tank rocket fire, Along the ontirc front hara331ng and
interdictory fire was delivered on a modcrqte scale.

1

3. 3 Janvary 1945

4. Division CP: "K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

'b. During this period diversionary attacks in company and platoon
strength were made in the Division scctor, This action was part of a demon-
stration by V Corps in support of an assault by other First Army units aoalnst
thc northern flank of the German salicnt in the Belgium Ardennes,

¢. The 60th Combat Team, with ‘the mission of maklng a dlver31onary
attack agalnst the town of KONZEN, attacked at 10304 with a combat patrol of
platéon strength from Company F. Reaching the northorn outskirts of KONZEN,
the patrol met extremely heavy fire from both within and without the town,
Further progress was impossible against this rcsistance, and attempts at with-
drawal under cover of smoke and artillery fire were effoctively countered by
cnemy mortar and smail arms fire from the right flank, This action pcrsisted
throughout the day, and final eclements of the patrol were unable to withdraw un—
til after dark. There werc four killed and seven wounded.. Elsewhere in the 60th
Infantry sector, work continucd on defensive installations, including the laying
G approx1mately 1000 additional mines in front of the 38th Cavalry Squadron,

aid.Tn the [7th Comoat Team sector, the lst Battalion 47th Infantry at
10204 scnt a combat patrol of platoon strength from Company C to scize and des-
tzoy a pillbox at K~950183 The Platoon was supported by one section Company A
7_6,4 Tank Battalion, one“Bection Comppny C 899th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and
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" osition during its advance, by 1045A the patrol had seized the objective and
advanced beyond it to cover the demolition party, Ihile holding the position,
the patrol drew only a fow rounds of artillery and mbrtar fire and some scattered
small-arms fire. The demolition was completed at 1230A and the patrol returned,
bringing with it seven prisoners. Casualties Of the patrol consisted of three
men wounded by mines, one seriously., The 2nd Battalion 47th Infantry attacked
at 09004 with Company E to clear the wooded area in the vicinity of K-945135,
‘The company moved out in two columns. By 10004, the column on the south flank
had reached the vieinity of K-942134 where it was temporarily stopped by enemy
fire, and the column on the north flank had reached K=9/42139 and was moving
slowly through artillery, mortar, and smell-arms fire. At 1200A the cnemy had
becn cleared out of the woods and driven to the east side of the stream. Enemy
mortar and artillery fire continued to be very heavy, however, and at 1300A the
company was withdrawn and an outpost established in the vieinity of K~940135,
- In this action fifteen prisoners were taken, and Company E had one killed and
six wounded. One platoon 99th Rgconnaissance Troop, ordered to move from its
~_ position in the sector of the 3rd Battelion 395th Infantry and contact Company
'E, made contact in the vicinity of K-944141 at 12504, The 3rd Battalion 395th
Infantry at 10304 sent a combat patrol consisting of one platoon Company I and
one platoon Company K to seize the junction of the three draws at K-962175 with
the mission of creating the impression that an attack toward ROHREN (K-9717) was
" the main effort., Moving over snow and ice and open terrain, the patrol was
forced to ddvance slowly, By 1300A both platoons had reached the high ground
north of HOFEN, the left platoon at K-960171 and the right platoon at K-963167.
At 1350A the platoon on the right was at K-965165 and receiving artillery fire.
The platoon on the left, meanwhile, receiving small-arms fire from an enemy
strongpoint at K-963173, attacked and reduced the position by 14304. This
strongpoint was found to be a system of cntrenchments three deep with well pro-
tected diigouts. At 1445A the patrol was ordered to return. There were no
casualties.

~one squad Compan& B 15th Enggheer Battalion, Encountering only slight op . \

- &, The 39th Combat Team made demonstrations at@830A with’ the mission of
driving the enemy from his outpost positions and forcing his withdrawal to the
cast side of the streamline (SCHWALMBACH). Following a strong artillery pre-
paration, one platoon Company G 39th Infantry moved northeast along the draw
in front of the 2nd Battalion 39th Infantry, crossed thc stream at K-948197, and,
without contacsing the enemy, remained in this vicinity with the mission of
guarding the left flank, A patrol from Company K 39th Infantry followed Company
G to approximately K-946126 at which point it turncd north with the mission of
hitting th¢ cnemy in front of the 1lst Battalion 60th Infantry from the rear,
This patrol, however, encounterocd a strong enemy pocket around the disabled
friendly tank en the northern slope of the HOHE MARK and, unable to overcome
. this pocket of resistance, returned to our lines at dusk. A4 patrol from the
. 1st Battalion éOth Infantry moved southcast down the firebreak at K-947113 to
" the stream and then turned north along the streamline on the east bank to the
vieinity of K-954111, The patrol came under artillery fire along the stream-
line and heard enemy activity in the neighborhood of K-955113, It also dis-
covered a large number of enemy dead and considerable abandoned equipment.,

This patrol also recturned at dusk. :

. £. Battery C 413th AAA Battalion (90mm gun) occupied a position near

EUPEN in an AA « AT role., Battery D of the same unit was attached to the 60th
Infantry in a close supporting role., During the day both batteries were re—
leased from attachment to the Division, In their pldce, Company C 644th Tank
Destroyer Battalion (M10, SP) was attached to the Division. This unit was in
_turn attached te the 899th Tank Destroyer Battalion with the mission of gtreng-
- thening the divisional antitank defenses.,

Lo 4 Janvary 1945
a. Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b.- Other than routine patrolling, there was very little activity along
the Division frent. The 60th Infantry and supporting Engineers completed the
minefield in the 38th Cavalry sector, bringing the total of mipes .laid to 4500, _ _
Also, 'dlterrate positions for one platoon Troop B 38th CaVﬁlﬁYgﬁ}@??ﬁ?’mmjvxv&in&g
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Byt£¥NARA}Dme4giﬁg&£¢5kepared for occupation, One platoon Company A 112th Engineer
Battalion, attached to the 38th Cavalry Squadron, was rcleased from attachment

and returned to its parcnt unit, In the 39th Infantry there was a slight
change in troop dispositions. Company G replaced Company F.din. the line, ‘Company
F moving to the formor p051t1mn of Company G noar the 2nd- Battalion GR

¢, Enémy artillery fire’ incrcased somewhat - throughout most of the.
‘Division sector, most of the fire falling botwoen 17OQA and 183QA in the area
HOEENLMOVSCHAU -~ north KALTERHERBERG.

Se W‘
a. Division OP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b, D1vis:onal units contirted to hold and 1mprovc defensive positions.
The 3rd Battalion 60th Infantry, holding a secondary line in the vieinity of.
MITZENICH, continued the preparation of alternate positions for Compankes X
‘and L. The 2nd Battalion 6é0th Infantry, in reserve, improved and rehearsed.
counterattack plans and ccnducted a reconnaissance of friendly mine fields in
view of possible future operatlons.. Company B 746th Tank Battalion {attached
to 60th meantry) moved a tank into position in the 38th Cavalry sector and
fired on targets of opportunity with good tesults, foreing a number of enemy
to evacuate & factory building in IMGENBROICH. The 47th Infantry re-adjusted
positions of Company C, in reserve, extending its lines to the high ground
gouthwest of MONSCHAU. A patrol sent out by the 2nd Battalion 47th Infamtry
reconnoitered ground 1500 yards to the east in the vicinity of K~949141 and
found thé area unoccupied by the cnemy, At 1300A the 39th Infantry returned
the platoon of 4.2 inch chemical mortars (temporary attachment) to its parent
unit, After dark, in conformity with a modification of the Division right'
boundary, the 2nd *Battalion 395th Infantry commenced the relief of the 1st
Battzlion 39th Infantry.on the high ground in the vieinity :of K-952080. The
2nd Battalion 395th Infantry was released from attachment and reverted to control
of the 99th Infantry Division, . Upon completion of the relief, the former {
position of the 1lst Battalion 39th Infantry became ¢he. rospon51bility of the 99th
Infantry D1v1sion » :

: 2, A provisional ,50 callbcr AA battcry, composed of one platoon
battery A _and one platoon Battery B 376th AAA AW Battalion, was organized end
occupicd firing positions in the vicinity of K-912183 and K~908151, Attached
to the 47th Infantry for control purposes, it had the mission of providing -
ground support to front line units 1n addltlon to 1ts normal AA mission,

d, The enemy during this period was rolatively 1naotive.v Consider&ble»
artillery - and mortar fire fell on the 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry in the..
HOFEN area, and enemy patrols. contlnued to. operate along the front patrols
‘were brought under fire,

6 b January_l942 v
a4 Division CP: K-8252l5, vicinity BUPEN, EELGTUM.

‘ be Al comoot teams continmved the defense of their sector and patrolled
“to the front, In the 60th Combat Tesm sector, the 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry
conducted 4 recomnaissanece of an antipersonnel mingfield to the south to deter—
mine its location amd extent in view of the pessible execution of counterattack
plans, - At 100GA one platoon medium tanks and three tank destroyers were moved
to the vieinbty of K=932229 for the purpose of giving greater tactical valus
to this force,” Elsewhere, tank fire was delivered on targats of opportunity.
In the LT7th Combat Team sector, a mutusl relief of the 2nd amd 3rd Battalions
L 7th Infantry was begun at 18004 and completed at 2005A. Company F, taking
over positions held by Company K, placed ope squed in the vieinity of Kr939169
and a half-squad oa roadblocis at each’of the following points: X=931155,
035155, K~9lj0156, and K=941160. During the relief, the enemy shot a flare over
Company F and followed it with an artillery barrage, resulting in two casualtics.
In the 39th Combat Tefm sector, the relief of the lat Battalim 39th Infantry by
2rd Battalion 395th Infantry wes completed shortly after midmight, The 3rd
Battalion 39th Infantry moved to a reserve p031tlon on the rlght'baundary agtride

e



the ELSENBORN - KALTERHERBERG road., The lst Battalion moved to the former
positions of the 3rd Battalion in the vieinity of K~91/38%, £ combat patrol,
discovering an enemy group entrenched in the neighborhood of the knocked out

tank at the HOHE MARK (K-945115), drove the enemy off and cstablished an outpost
at the position, . e . TS ,

&. The-Division Artillery fired routine harassing, interdictory, and
counterbettery missions in defensc of the sector., Endmy artillery fire during
the period was light and hatrassing in nature. o

To 00 Jangagy 1945

8. Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b, Other than patrolling, thorc was little activity along the Division
front. 'In the. northern sector, the 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry perfected
counterattack plans and patrolled in rear arcas for enemy infiltrations, The
3rd Battalion 60th Infantry, holding the MLR on thc high ground to the rear of
the 38th Cavalry Squadron, patrolled laterally and to the front, maintained
roadblocks in the I Company area and in the rear, improved defensive installa-
tions, and developed plans for repulsing enemy attacks, The 38th Gavalry
Squadron and Company A 47th Armored Infantry Battalion, manning the OPLR,
patrolled toward KONZEN and IMGENBROICH for security and cnemy information,

Trip flares were installed in front of Company A 47th Armored Infantry Battalion,
The 47th Combat Team continued to defond the MONSCHAU-HOFEN-KALTERHERBERG area.
The 1lst Battalion 47th Infantry continued the defense of MONSCHAU, holding
positions just to the northeast, east, and southeast of town. The 2nd Battalion
strengthcned its secondary positions to the north and northeast of KALTERHERBERG
which it occupied during thc night of 6 January, :The 3rd Battalion on the o=
right of the sector strenghtcned the pesitions taken over from the 2nd Battalion,
The 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry continued the defense of HOFEN, holding .
positions gecnerally to the cast and southcast of town, In the southernmost
sector, that of the 39th Infantry, an cnemy patrol of one officer and twenty-

- five men retook the outpost position in the vieinity of the disabled tank at
K-=946117. At 1300A a platoon from Company G, in an attempt to reestablish the
outpost, advanced against strong resistance to within 25 yards of the position
but at 16354 was forced to withdraw in the face of heavy machine gun and 120mm
mortar fire, The enemy's persistont resistance to our attempts at holding an
outpost at the HOHE MARK indicated that he valued it highly for the observation
it afforded along the PERCENBACH valley to KALTERHERBERG and for the possible
approach afforded by the valley to the KALTERHERBERGeELSENBORN’roaqé

8.. 8 January 1945
8. Division CP: &&%w,ﬁumwﬁwm,mmmm

b. The front remained rclatively quict., In the northern sector, the
60th Combat Team improved prepared installations and strengthened antitank de~
fenses, Troop 4 38th Cavalry Squadron, reverting to unit control from attach-
ment to the 78th Infantry Division, rcjoined the squadron at 0753A and closed
in a rest arca in the vieinity of K-880200, In the central sector, positions
remained unchanged, while there was some rotation of troops within the secter.
One platoon Company € moved from a reserve position in the vicinity of K-938178
and took over a position held by a platoon of Company B in the viecinity of
k~945185. The platoon of Company B moved to the position vacated by the
platoon of Company C, During the day, a new outpost was established by Company
C at K-948184, " Bhe 3rd Battalion intensificd patrolling to determine if there
was any evidence of the encmy attempting o re-establish positions in the :
wooded area east of KALTERHERBERG. The provisional .50 cal AA battery (376th
AAA AW Battalion) fired a total of 800 rounds on cnemy positions, the results
of which were unobserved duc to low visibility. In the southern sector, the
39th Combat Team received 1 platoon Company D 86th Chemical Battalion (L2
inch mortar) onm temporary attachment from V Corps and employed its mortars
against the enemy outpost in the vicinity of the knocked-out tank at K-945118.

After dark, a relief of Company A 60th Infantry, in line on the [i@hthﬁlark
e, e : v la
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was begun by Company 7 39th Infantry. This relicf was still in process at the
close. of the period, ! : L

9." 9 Janua_x_'z 194 5
‘a.Mﬁamcm_n&&ﬁ,ﬁdmewm?mmmm

) b The Division continued the defensc of its sector, OQur patrols were
active along the front, but no contact was made with the enemy, A patrol from
the lst Battalion 47th Infantry advanced under cover of darkness to the vieinity
of K~-953176, The patrol which set out from the 3rd Battalion the previous night
to reconnoiter the wooded arca east of KALTERHERBERG reached the streamline in
this area and discovered foxholes, trenches, and dugouts previously occupied
by the enemy, but no traces of the enemy or of onemy footprints in the snow,
Antitank Company 47th Infantry and the. provisional .50 cal AA battery fired on
cnemy positions, again with undetermined results due to poor visibility. There
were some changes in troep locations, Company I 39th Infantry completed the re-
lief of Company A 60th Infantry shortly after midnight, Company. A 60th Inf—
antry closed in a new area in the vieinity of K9923123, while  Company L 39th
Infantry took over the former position of Company 1in the vicinlty of K=926090
on the Division right boundary. ;

e. The enemy during this perlod contlnned to be inactive., Enemy .
artillery fire, however, increased with 15 shellings rcpoerted in the sector,

10. _10 Januarv 1945

- Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b The 60th Combat Team had little activity. Defensive positions were
strengthened with the addition of wire entanglements and snow and ice weze
cleared from foxholes and gun emplacements, Patrols reached the group of
houses at.K~-952208 on the outskirts of IMGENBROICH (K~9520) without contacting
the enemy,

- ... Ce In the area of the 47th Infantry, patrolling was intensified to. de—
termine enemy dispositions and reactions, A patrol from Company B 47th Infantry
pushed out to the MENZERATH area without opposition and investigated a pillbox
at K-948180, OConcertine wire was discovered along the rosd south of the pill-
box., Attempting to breach the wire, the patrol set off a booby trap,. following
which an cnemy machine gun opcred up about 75 yards east of the pillbox, The
patrol flanked the machine gun position and silenced it with grenades and stb-
machine guns, A patrol from Company C reached a point at K-951187 where enemy
activity was observed to center about a house, Thu patrol then proceeded east
to the road at K=954186 where it camc under observed machine-pistol and artillery
fire, When the shelling ceased, it continued forward and was stopped by machine-
gun fire from a bunker at Ké953188 The 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry, in the
HOFEN area, sent out a combat patrol with the mission of advancing to the . .,
viecinity of K~969160 and capturing a prisoner.. - After coming under enemy

artillery fire, the patrol ocalled for supporting artillery and smoke on the ob—
jeetive and reached the position at 09124, .The patrol took one prisoner,.
who stated %that he was one of a six-man outpost., The 3rd Battalion 47th Inf-
antry sent three rifle platoons (Company K) to search the east side of the stream
in the neighborhood of K-950140, The patrols searched a wide area in which
many abandoned positions were found but no cnemy, In this dayb action, all
patrols carried out their assigned missions despite the obstacle of deep snow
and eneny sensitivity to our advances in the sector. The enemy outpost line was
breached in every cage, : . :

d The 39th Combat Team attemptod to dlSlOdgb the strong unemy outpost
in: the HOHE MARK area., The attack was made at 0800A by Company A 60th Infantry.
| The company, however,’ bypassed the position around. the tank at K—946ll7 and,
i against machine—gun and mortar fire, advanced to the: vicinity of K-950117, At
| this point, the company received a counterattack from the east and mchine-gun
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fire from the vieinity of the tank to its right rear. One platoon Company

B attempted a diversionary attack from the HOHE MARK %o relieve the pressure
against Company 4 but was stopped by heavy machine-gun and mortar fire, After
dark, the company was withdrawn and assembled in its previous p051t10ns at
K5923123. During the movement. to the rear, one platoon became separated from
the balance ‘of the company and did not reach the assembly area until: 2230A.

Two men were missing, : . Al

11, 11 January 1945

2. Division OP: -K-825245, vicinity BUPEN, BELGIUM.

b. It was quiet througnout the Division sector, Defensive positions
were strengthened and patrols were active between adjacent units and to the =
front, The Division artillery fired routine missions while enemy artillery '
activity continued to decrease during the period with 87 rounds reported fall-
ing in the sector. Approximately half of the reported rounds fell in and
around HOFEN, whlle the rest were scattered over the length of the front

1240 42 Januarv 1945

a. Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b. In the northern sector, the 60th Combat Team held and improved de~ :
fensive p031tions -and carried on routine patrolling. Small patrols were semt
toward KONZEN and IMBENBROICH with the mission of obtaining information of enemy
dlsp031tlons, but no enemy contact was made., Enemy artillery fire in the sector
wa.s scattered and harassing in effect,

‘¢, Ir the central sector, defensive positions were mainteined W1th the
1st Battalion 47th Infantry at MONSCHAU, the 3rd Battaldon 395th Infantry at.
HOFEN, the 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry at KALTERHERBERG, and the 2nd Battalion
47th Infantry to the north and northeast .of KALTERHERBERG There were sllght
changes in positions of the 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry, ‘To the front, patrols
engaged enemy elements at several points, A patrol from the lst Battalion whieh
moved out at R130A to investigate enemy activity in the vieinity of K-947196
reached the "Dragon's Teeth" at K~945195 and cbserved enemy patrol formations
totaling approximately 30 men, The patrol returned to the outpost line, '
following which small-arms fire was exchanged with the cnemy groups, By mid-
night this had quieted down, though evidence of enemy activity in this ares
continued, In the HOFEN area, there were light skirmishes with enemy patrols
which attacked our outpost positions. The outpost at K-957165 was driven back
at 20004 but at 2250 was rewestablished, The 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry sent
a three-man patrol to reconnoiter thc wooded area east of the streamline,

Wheh the patrol reached a point at about K~944136, it encountered what was
thought to be a six-man enemy outpost. The patrol called for support, and two
squads from Company X were immediately sent t0 its assistance, In the fight
which followed, the outpost was taken by surprise, with more than 10 of its
occupants belng killed and 14 captured, After this action, the position was
evacuated and no further engagement with the enemy took place. Enemy artillery
fire in the central sector increased over that of the previous day with app-
roximately 200 rounds falling in and around KALTERHERBERG,

: de In the southbrn soctor, the 39th Combat Team carried on routine
opcra‘blons° At 1130A the 1lst Battalion 39th Infantry commenced the relief of’

" the lst Battalion 60th Infantry (attached), This relief was completed at 21004,
leh Company A 39th Infantry taking over the positions of Company C 60th Tife
ntry, Company B 39th Infantry taking over -the positions of Company B 60th
Infantry, and Company C 39th Infantry assembling in the vicinity of the bats e
telion CR, The 1lst Battalion 60th Infantry moved into reserve in the vieinity
~of K-914125, 1In accordance with instructions from V Corps, one platcon Company

D 86éth Chemical Battalion (temporary attachment) was returned to control of
the 99th Infantry Division. Approximately 150 rounds of enemy artlllery fire
fell in the northern part of the 39th Combat Team Ssector during the period.
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13, 13 January 1945

2. Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b. Other than minor skirmishes along the OPLR, there was little
activity in the Division ssctor, In the HOFEN area, approxlmately 30 enemy
were observed attempting to establish an outpost at K-965148 and brought under
small-arms and artillery fire to good effect, At 23454, an outppst of the 3rd
Battalion '47th Infaitry at K-940135 was attacked by an cnemy patrol éstimated

. to be 10 to 12 in number, The outpost defended its position and with the
support of a combat patrol sent to its assistance succeeded in dispersing the
enemy A patrol from the 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry reconneitered the high
ground in the neighborhood of K~950145 without contacting any enemy. ‘There
were some changes in troop locations., Gommencing at 08004, the 1st Battalion
60th Infantry (attached to 39th Infantry) was rclieved by the 208 Bateaiden
60th Infantry, The relief was made progressively by company and completed at
15004, at which time the lst Battalion reverted to regimentsl control and the
2nd Battalion was attached to the 39th Infantry,

c. Enemy artillery fire decreased slightly during the period, with an
estimated 300 rounds falling on the towns and road nets in the central part of
the Division Sector. The southern tip of HOFEN rcceived the heaviest con-
centrations. ' A

14, 14:January 1945
a. Division OP: K-825245; vioinity EUPEN, BELGTUM. -

b. The situatlon and location of unlts remained unchanged Routine
patrollzng between units and to the front was darried on, from which there was
evidence that the enemy outpost line was being pushed forward, particularly in
the areca around MONSCHAU. Artillery fire was put down on an cnemy group ob-
served outposting the draw at K-964144, and a German patrol which attempted to
overrun one of our outposts in the central sccter was driven back with. small-arms
firc, Enemy artillery fire decrcased with the exception of a heavy barrage
that fell in the HOFEN area around noon, The Division artillery fired seven
counterbattery missions on known cnemy gun positions.

15, 15 Jamary 1945
g’. Division CP: K-825245, vieinity EUPEN, BELGIUM,

b. In conjunction with an attack by clements cf V Corps in the right
of the Corps gone, the 9th Infantry Division intensified patrolling in its
secter to determine enemy dispositions and reactions. The lst Battalion 47th
Infantry, in the MONSCHAU area, scnt forward two combat patrols, 4 patrol
consisting of one squad from Company C had the mission of reconnajtering the
vieinity of K-954180., A patrol consisting of a reinforced platoon from Company
B had thc mission of seizing and destroying an enemy pillbox at K-948180, The
patrol from Company C moved out at 06154 but was strongly opposed by machine—~
gun and rifle fire and forced to withdraw, The patrol from Company B, following
an artillery preparation, moved out at O800A and advanced against light_re~
sistance to its objective. It received machine~gun fire from the left flank
but this was quickly silenced by .50 caliber guns of the 376th AAA AW Battalion,
Additioral support was provided by the Antitank Platoon of the lst Battalion
which delivered destructive fire against the pillbox with a 57mm gun at a range
of 300 yards. The patrol tock 10 prisoners from the fortification before des-
troying it. At 11304 the patrol returned to our Iines, one engineer having
become a casualty. The 3rd Battalion 395th Infantry sent a small reconnaissance
patrol to the south. This patrol, however, jimmediately met heavy fire from the
direction of its right flank and was forced to retire, The 3rd Battalion 47th
Infantry sent two reconnaissance patrols into the wocded area to the south and
southeast. One patrol drew hecavy authomatlc—weapons firec from the east side of
the stream and was forced to fall back, The second patrol, eonsisting of four
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men, had not returned at midnight., The 39th Infantry sent forward‘thr?e
combat patrols with the mission of advancing to the streamline to }ts front,
One patrol, consisting of a reinforced platoon from the lst Battalion, reached
a point within 30 yards of the tank at K~946117 and became engaged in a sma;l~
arms fight with the cnemy outpost in this vieinity. ~ After expending all ?f
its ammunition, the patrol rcturned, Patrols from the 2nd and 3rd Battallpns
advanced to the streamline and returned without conbacting the enemy, the 2nd
Battalion patrol, consisting of one platoon, reaching a point at Ké947126? and
the 3rd Battalion patrol, consisting of a rcinforced squad, reachingaa‘p01nt
at K~951107. The 60th Infantry sent out several potrols during the hours of
darkness. One patrol of 15 men went out beforc daylight and obtained informa=
tion of .cnemy dispositions in-the vicinity of KONZEN, and after dark a small
patrol went out to reconnoiter in the IMGENBROICH area, The latter was still
on its mission at the close of the period. i : AL oy Ay

. Our patrol activity drew very little enemy artillery fire, The.
- shellings reported werc by singie light—caliber guns end did not total more than
70 rounds for the period, Good visibility, the vigilance of air OP's, and
the. effectiveness of sound and flagh.renging tesms were probably facters which
kept' the enemy artillery quiet. Nine counterbattery missions.were: fired by the
Division Artillery. : e e R

4y In tho €0th and 39th Infantry sectors, slight changes in troop
dispositions were made after dark, Troop A relieved Troop B 38th.Cavalry
Squadron, and Company K relieved Gompanmy I 39th Infantry. .

16, 16 Jamuary 1945
‘ai Division OP:; K~825245, vieinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b, Tho Division front was quiet during the period, with activity
limited to.pabrolling and the continued defensc of propared positd.ons,..Shortly
after midnight, a combat patrol from the 3rd Battalion 60th Infantry was sent
to KONZEN with the mission of destroying installations and taking prisoncrs,
‘The patrol rcached a point below the rosd junction at K~952223 and '‘came under
heavy fire' from a well-crganized strongpoint around the factory arca to the
south, After repcated attompts to .overcome the resistance, the patrol was
forced to withdraw, One of the patrol was killed and another reported missing.
The patrol which went to IMGENBROICE on the night .of 15 January returncd during
the carly morning hours with a negative report, In the 47th Infantry area, one
member of the 4-man patrol from the 3rd Battalion, which had failed to retusn-°
from its mission the provious day, returned during the morming, He reported
that the patrol had run into a strong cnemy outpost (vicinity of K~944136)
which opened fire with small-arms, machinc guns, and mortars, killing one of
the patrol and wounding another, Taking cover, the patrol lecader and the -
survivor attempted to work their way back, but the patrol leader, a sergeant,
was captured. At 22004 a patrol from Company B 47th Infantry locdted an enemy
outpost  at K~951179, At 2330A a roconnaissance patrol from the 3rd Battalion,
having reached the streamline in the vieinity of K-948147, was precparing to
cross to the east side when it observed about 16 cnemy cross the stream and

‘deploy along the west bank, " The patrol returned, undetected by the enemy, and
artillery fire was called for on the wooded arca beyond the streamline. In the
" 39th Infantry area, a patrol rcconnoitercd the vicinity of the disabled tank
(K=946117) and harassed the cnemy outpost with AT rockets,

b. Again, therc was some rotation of troops within positions, Prior
to daylight, Companies I and K 47th Infantry exchanged places, Gompany E relieved
Company G 39th Infantry, and one squad of Company I relieved the right flank
squad of Company B 39th Infantry, - T g o -

17, 17 January 1945

2. Division CP: K-8252/45, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b. In the 60th Combat Team sector, commencing at first light, the 1st J 3
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and 3rd Battalxons, 60th Infantry, rchearscd counterattack plans, This ine
cluded the ‘actual occupation of previously prepared positions, making of range
cards, establishmont of communications, etc.”” After dark patrols reconnoitered
the vicinity of KONZEN to detormine the effect of an artillery concentration
which had been placed on the town. These patrols ryturned without Raving con-
tacted the enemy., - ‘ ’

S. In the 47th Combat Tcam soctor, o combat patrol from the 3rd Bat-
talion 47th Infantry, with thc mission of invecstigating a group of cnemy re-
ported to have deployed along the west bank of the stream in the vieinity of
K+948147, went out shortly after nidnight and found a small number of cnemy
in position as reported. At 2100A another patrol went out to rcconnoiter the
streamline, This patrol observed no cnemy on the west bank but heard enemy
activity on the far side, During the afternoon a smell patrol from Company
B reconnoitered the blown-up pillbox at K-948180, Advancing east, the patrol
camc down on the main reoad at K=955180 and covercd the road west from this
point to the pillbox. No enemy were seen or heard in this area. During the
day, the regimental sector rcesived more cnemy artillery fire than usual, the
heaviest shellings occurring in the southern‘part of KALTERHERBERG

d. In the 39th Combat Team scctor, arcund 01154 & patrol from the

- 3rd Battalion 39th Infantry had a light skirmish with an undetermined number of

cremy in the vicinity of K~949098, -Whon the patrol returned, artillery fire .
was put on thc encmy position, During the afternoon a patrol from Company F
investigated the HEISTERHAUS (K=944128) and found no cnemy in the area,
Another patrol which rcconnoitered the HOHE MARK found evidence of the enemy,
though none were seen,

18, 18 January 1945

2. Division CP: K-B25245, viclnity EUPEN, BELGIUM

be Patrolling continued along the D1v181on front On the north flank,
a patrol Trom the 3rd Battalion 60th Infantry observed a column of enemy troops
estimated at 150 men moving into INGENBROICH shortly after midnight, This was
believed to be part of a rclief taking place in the area, Another patrol, re-
connoitoring in the v1cln1ty of KONZEN, drew small-arms fire from the town, .
In the central sector, after dark a patrol from Company B 47th Infantyry moved’
east along thc main road from MONSCHAU to the vieinity of the blown-up pille
box at K~948180, Fresh. footprints and other signs of recent occupation were .
found but no enemy, A patrol from the 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry which re-
connoitered the wooded area to the southeast beyond the stream also found signs
of recent encmy occupation but no cnemy, On the south flank, before daylight,
a patrol from the 2nd Battalion 39th Infantry had a light. skirmish with the .
enemy along the streamline, The patrol withdrcw to reorgatize and upon re-
turning found no cnemy in the area, In the afternoon a patrol from the lst
Battalion got to within 30 yards of the disabled tank at the HOHE MARK and
could find no trace of the enemy, After darkness, however, anemy fire was .
heard in this vicinity, : g :

. e+ There was very little enemy artillery activity in the sector, An
estimated 60 rounds were reported, coming from single lighte~caliber guns and,
in one. instance, from a light battery., Counterbattery fire was placed on two.
cnemy gun loecations, \ - :

19. 19 January 1045
e, Division-GP:‘ K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b. Due to a blizzard which persisted throughout most of the day, there
was very Tittle activity along ‘the Division fronts Patrolling was generally
limited to. lateral ¢ontacts and visits to outposts, After dark a patrol from
Company A [7th Infantry went out through the "dragon's teeth" to.the vicinity
of HARGARD (K~9419) and returned after a brief skirmish with a German outpost,
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Patrols f£rom the 39th Infantry went near the disabled tank and sew the énémy.
in the immediatec neighborhood., On the left flank it was evident that KONZEN was
still occupied in force, &

e

20, R0 January 1945

a. Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b, Patrolling and defense from prepared positions continued along the
Division front. In the 60th and 39th Infantry sectors, certain relief of
units were carried out., In the left portion of the 60th Infantry Sector, Co C
60th Infantry rclieved Co A 47th Armored Infantry Battalion which was ordered
releagsed from attachment to the Division and returned to its parent unmit, .
Relief of the forward platoon was not accomplished until after dark due to
the possibility of dire¢t crnemy observation on the position. Co A 60th Inf-
antry moved into the area vacated by Co C. ‘ : :

g. In the 39th Infantry sector, a mutual relief was effected between
the 2pd~Battalion 60th Infantry and the 3rd Battalion 39th Infantry with G,
F and'E Companies relieving I, L and K Companies regpectively.

d, The lst Battalion 47th Infantry in a rcadjustment of the left
flank, moved one platoon of Co 4 to a defensive position in depth in rear of the
mein line. The 3rd Battalion sent four reconnaissance patrols into the wood-
ed area. to the southeast. Patrol #l reached the vicinity of K-942135 at which
point it;came under heavy small arms fire and returned, Patrol #4 moved to the
vicinity of K-947144, crossed the stream at this point, proceeded to XK-950144
and returned without contacting any enemy. Patrols #2 and #3 were still out
at the close of the period. _ .

¢. Enemy artillery incrcased markedly during the pericd, starting
fairly light but becoming heavier later on, As there were 150 enemy observed
in the IMGENBROICH-KONZEN area, this incrcasc can’probably be attributed to a
desire for the enemy to cover up his troop movements, Our artillery fired nine
counterbattery missions on enemy gun positions, '

21. 21 January 1945
a, Division OP: K-825245, vicinity EUFEN, BELGIUM.

b. The defense of the sector and the maintenance of contact by pattols
was comdiniied on the Division front. On the left, patrols from the 60th Inf-
antry recohhoitering the KONZEN-IMGENBROILCH arcas encountered small-arms and
machine gun fire. In the 47th Infantry scctor, a patrol from the lst Battalion
discoveréd that the enemy had rcoccuppied the pillbox at 947182 which had pre-
viously been blown up by our cngineers. The patrol could not approach closer
than 40 Fards 'as the position was defended with four machine guns, Waist
deep snow, drifted to 5 and 6 feet in places, forced a combat patrol of the
3rd Battalion-395th Infantry to return af$cr having reached the point at
959168, A combat patrol of the 3rd Battalion mot with heavy mortar and machine
gun firc in trying to cross a stream to the cast and was forced to return.,

A patrol sent out before midnight of the previous daey, returned after having
been stopped at K-943131 by machine gun fire. '

c. A combat patrol from the lst Battalion 39th Infantry set up an am-
bush on a trail leading to the cnemy outpost in the vieinity of the disabled tank
(K-946117). An cnemy supply group was taken under fire but all eseaped, Other
patrols reconnoitered in the vieinity of 945107 and in the HEISTERHAUS area,
finding both occuppied by thc cnemy,

L ve .
po s

g; Enemy artillery-fire was very 1ight in the Diviéion seé%ér, an es—
timated 40 rounds, predominantly of light caliber, falling in the entire sector,

1
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22, 22 January 1945

-a. Division CP: K~825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

b. The Division continued to defend in its scetor and all units
-patrolled actively to the front and flanks, Patrols of the 60th Infantry re-
connoitcring in the KONZEN area, made no:- contact hlth the cnomy and found the
pillbox at K-948218 unoccupied, . .

¢. In the conter of the Ditrision sector, a patrol from the 3rd Bati-
> alion 47th Infantry contacted an cnomy outpost of an estimated six men east
of the creck near outpost #6 (K-952152).

d A patrol of the lst Battalion 39th Infantry heard enemy talking,
~ coughing and sneczing in the vieinity of the disabled tank at XK-946117 but
could see no onc, Later, anothcr patrol, observing 4 or 5 cnemy with machine

guns near the tank, fired on them, «ounding two and foreing the others to dis~
_-perse, :

o, Enemy artillery, activ1ty rosc slightly, durlng the period with an
cstimated 150 rounds, mostly harassing in nature and of light caliber, falling
within the area,  ‘Our own artillery fired four countcrbattory misszons on
known cnemy. gun positlonq." . ¢

23. 23 January 1945
2. Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM.

‘b, Defense of tho Division sector, vigorous patrolling to the front
and flanks, and improvemcnt of defcnsive positions were carried out through-
out the period, A patrol of the 38th Cavalry Squadron, with the ‘mission of
capturing a prisoner; set up an ambush in ‘the KONZEN area but made no con=
tact with the enemy, f

¢, In the 47th xnfantry zono, a combat patrol of the lst Battalion
advanced through heavy machine gun and mortar fire to the blown pillbox at
K-948182, Although the patrol sustained some casualtles, it was able to
clear the enemy from the position, capturing 6 prisoners, wounding 2 others,
killing 1 and forcing the remaining one to flee, A combat patrol of the 3rd
Battalion moved intec the woods to the vieinity of K=943133, while friendly
artillery and mortar covered it by placing fire on every known enemy gun
position.s The patrol captured three prisoners and returned without drawing
any bnemy fire,

~ d. As a patrol of the 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry maved along its

route, it - received enemy firc from points K=946104, 948103, 950100 and .from
a bunker at 945099. ‘

e, 4 cons1derable volume of enemy artlllory fell on the KALTERHER=-
BERG-ELSENBORN road and an inerease in haragsing fire from batteries as well
as the usual single pieces was noted throughout the. sector with most of the
fire falling on the 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry and the 3rd Battalion 47th
Infantry. Our artillery fired nine counterbattcry m1351ons during the period.

20802 Janua l
Be D1v1smon CP: K—825245, viclnlty EUPEN BELGIUM

b. The Division continued to defend in its scntor with units patroll- .
ing vigorously to the front and flanks and improving defensive positions,
In response to reports of mach cnemy movement to the cast. of the Division
seetor, all units intensified their patrolling act1v1tius, preparing to ex~.
ploit any possible break in the cnemy line and to try to capture prisoners
to-determine any shifting of cnemy troops. A COmbat patrol of the 60th
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* Infantry established a 10-man cbservation post in a house in KONZEN (K-951223)
‘before dawn. Detected by the enemy shortly after daybreak, the patrol was
under constant attack from three sides by the enemy garrisoning the town. In
spite of this pressure, the patrol was still able to direct considerable
effective artillery firc on the enemy and to determine that the church. and
factory areas in thc town of KONZEN are strongpoints held by two enemy platoons.
At dusk under covor of smoke, the patrol withdrew after having suffered one
officer wounded, two enlisted men wounded, two killed and four missing.,  °
Another patrol that ‘attempted to capture three enemy in the IMGENBROIGH area
wa.s drlven off by an estimated 30 Germans.

: c. Patxols from the 47th Infantry made no ccntacts wi th the bnemy,
one patrol covering a route from points 9/8147-951144~9521/40-945140 thence
up the west bank of the stream to the starting point without drawing any
fire. , :

d. Patrol activities in thb 39th Infantry scetor were hlghllghtud
by a brlcf fire fight at a point 75 yards southcast of HEISTERHAUS (K-945128)
when a strong combat patrel ceme under cnemy machine gun and machine. pistol
fire, .Patrols also exchanged shots with the enemy in other locations, " A
. change in troop dispositions occurred when F and E companics effected a
. mutual relief, F company mov1ng tc a front line position, {

i .. Enemy artillery decrcased shﬂrply, an estlmatod lOO rounds
‘being reported in the scetor,: Gounterbattcry fire was placed on-5: known
enemy gun locations,

25. 25 Janua:x_;géi
a. DlVlSIQn CP: K-825245, vicinity EUPEN, BELGIUM. -

‘b The DlVlSlon continucd to defend in the scetor W1th unlts main-
talnlng contact by patrols and improving defensive positions, In the 60th
Infantry sector, aftcr Coripany B had completed the relief of two platocns
of Goppany C (the third platoon to be relieved after dark), higher head-
quarters directed that troops in this‘arca be rclicved by Troop A 1C2nd
Cavalry Squadror, Also, the 2nd Battalion was restored to the regiment
-~ following its relief from attachment to the 39th Infantry, and moved into
an assembly area vicinity K-905199. :

, ¢. In the 47th Infantry soctor, a strong combat patrol of the Brd
Battalion . 395th Infantry suffered five casualties in the vicinity of K~°51145,
where they ran 1nto booby traps, artillery and small arms fire.

. d, The 39th Infantry was relieved of respons1b111tv for the area ..
occupled by the 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry when the lst Battalion 395th: :
Infantry assumed control of the sector at 2400 hours.. The 2nd Battallon
60th Infantry then returned to 60th Infantry control.

. .. .e. Enemy artillcry decrcased slightly in volume .throughout- the
sector, Our own artillery fired three countorbattery m1351ons.

26, 26 January 1945
" a Division CP: K-825245; vicinity EUPEY, BELGIUM.

b, The DlVlSlon continucd to defend its scctor and to 1mprove its
p031tlons. Units patrolled to the front and flanks, .At the.close of the
period the 102nd Cavalry Group was in the process of assumlng control of the
northern portlon of the Division Sec;or.

" ¢, At 20554 the enemy ma 7 determined effort to drive in an out-
post of the 3rd Battalion 47th Inf'ntry. The attack was started by an eight~
man patrol coming from vieinity K=943135. The patrol was allowed to come
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and flanks,
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within grenade range and was dispersed by small-arms fire. The enemy then

threw an estimated 150 mén into the attack which was beaten off with the help
of fire from another outpost and artillery and mortar fire, Oompany B 47th
Infantry poved to K~943183 after being rolieved by Company L 60th Infantry.
The 99th Reconnaissance Troop (less one platoon) was relieved from attachment
end reverted to the 99th Infantry Division,

4, German artillery continued to be light throughCut'thé period,
with an estimated 40 rounds landing within the sector, The Division Artillery
Pired two counterbattery missions, Effective at 2400 hours, the 186th Field
Artillery to the frént and flanks, A ' ;

27, 20 Jenpary 1945 '

&, Division CP: K-825245, vicinity EUFEN, BELGIUM.

b, The Division continued to defend in'itsisector, improving de-
fensive positions and regrouping for future operations, Units patrolled
vigorously to the front and flanks.

¢, At 01004, the 102nd Cavalry Group assumed control of thet portion
of the Division scetor formerly held by the 60th Combat Team. At the same
time, the 38th Cavalry Squadron was relieved from attachment to the 60th
Combat Team and reverted .to the parcnt unit. Another enemy counterattack
was launched against the same outpost of the 47th Combat Team which sus—
tained Iast night's attack, This attack was almost identical in nature except -
that enemy artillery and mortars were used in support, The outpost had besn
reinforced and with the help of our own artillery and mortar fire, broke up
the attack, At 21454, Companies A, C and F 39th Combat Team relieved
Companieg K, L and I 47th Combat Team respectively in positions south and
southeast of KALTERHERBERG, tke latter companies moving to an assembly area
vieinity of K-928147. The new boundary between 9th-and 99th Infantry Divisions
became effective when the 2nd Battalion 395th Combat Team relieved Companies
B, C and G 39th Combat Team. LT e L

d. Enemy artillery was harassing and interdictory in nature and
continued to be light throughout the period,

28, 58 Fituprs 1945

. Division OP: K-(25245 until 11254; after 11254, K-913167,
vicinity KALTERHERBERG, GERIANY. . : S

b. The Division continued tovdéfend'in ité‘sector with patrolling

iy
3

largely limited to reconnaissance missions and thc contacting of adjacent
units, Elements of the 60th Combat Team moved into jump-off positions in
preparation for future operaticns, The 47th Combat Team also adjusted the
disposition of some of its clements, For the third time, the Division
Command Post set up operations in GERMANY.

29, 29 Jarmuary 1945

a, Division CP: K-913167, vicinity KALTERHERBERG, GERMANY.

b. The Division continucd.fo defend in its scctor and to regroup
in-preparation for future operations. Units maintained patrols to the front

c. The 60th Combat Team.continued to regroup, moving the 2nd Bat~

talion to positions in vicinity of HOFEN, and other elemcnts to positions = .
preparation for the coming attack, Company B 86th Chemical

north of MONSCHAU.i
Battalion was attached to 60th Combat Team at 13004, Thce 2nd Battalion

47th Combat Team moved to the vicinity of HOFEN end the 3rd Battalion
‘completed its assembly near ALZEN, Company A 86th Chenical Battalion became

attached at 1730A. In the 39th Combat Team sector, Companics E and F were
relieved by the 9th Reconnaissance Troop which had been attached to

- 15 =



Tm:ét-lﬁ?OA; "mﬂe’BrdkBétﬁalion-mb&é&ftorassembly-ﬁ@sitibﬁﬁ ch
A9 o Ll e AT

fanvary 1945

&+ Division CP: K-913167, vicinity KALTERHERBERG, GERMANY,

bs In conjunction with neighboring units, the Division attacked

&t 04004, with' the 60th Combat Team advancing toward ROHEN, tke 47th Heading
for the high giound about 4,000 yards to the east of the position-along: the
99 North — South grid line, and the 39th attacking a limited ebjective
vicinity of ¥K-9521/44. In the 60th Combat Team scctor, the 2nd Battalion
advanced swiftly, meeting no resistatice and seeuring the town of ROHEN with
two companies at 06454, The emtire bsttalion plus one platoon of tanks and
one platoon TD's closed into town at 09154, In the 3rd Battalion advance
wag halted after-a’gain of 3007 yards by a strongly defended pillbox at K-
960180, Co I, after climinating this rcsistance, was held up againby a
strong point at K~962179 and was répleced after dark by Company K.. At 14004,
fire from tanks and TD's broke up an encmy counter attack of an espimated
- AP men &V BOHEN, - o o mt : ; ' s T

: 8. The 47th Combat Team attacked with the 3rd Battalion on the
right, 2nd Battalion of the left., The 2nd Battalion advanced with no re-.
sistance until the vicinity of' K<969157 was reached: There; the battalion
was met by eremy small-arms, morter and artillery fire but by 17254, leading
clements had reachéd the objective vicinity K-785162. After encountering
only sporadic artillery and mortar fire, the 3rd Battalion rcached their
cbjective vicinity K-988145 at 19054, The advance was slowed down mere by
deep snow than by énemy actien, , i B e o .

d. &% 07004, the 3rd Battalion (loss Company L plus Company B) 39th
Combat Team attacked to the Fast toward the vicinity K=952144 with Company
I on the left, Company B on.th@ right, X following I. A&t approximately..-

08454, 1eadingie1§men@sﬁc@ﬁtaeﬁ@d»enemy'an@'rec@$ved hes amall-arms-and.
machine ‘gun'fire Ifrom the high ground and two bunkers.in the vieinity K-
955144, Company X flanked and e 8 resistance -and captured 12
prisoners, Company I1:advanced approxims y 200 yards beyond Phasé Line "B"
(K;952l44)_bﬁtYSémpany-B‘wasunﬁlx‘upx,y.stromg resistance to the frent and .
right flanks, = " Bgnagm s Tieema Pl e ; .

& Eseny artillery vas vory light throwghout the peried. - -
3L 21 Jemwrylols | b

& Division CB: “K-915167, vicinity KALTERHERBERG, GERVANY.

b, The Division cenﬁiﬁuedft@ attack to the East with the,missioﬁ
of mopping ﬁp-pillbek@S'an& WQsded areas in its. sector, seizing WEDDAU
K-938188, an@.g?izing the high ground in the vieinity of X-002125,

LS. At 04304 the 2nd Battalion 60th Infantry, baving been reliewed
by lst Battalion in ROHREN, attacked WIDDAU. A number of enemy were sur-—
prosed while aslesp in dug-in pesitien on a hill Southwest of the town,
Following a 10 Battalion artill
town at 06454, by 10204 the 2nd Batt:
cleared a road fo the towh eapable et ..
tablished contact with elements of the 78th Infantry Division morth of the ’
town, At the closc of the period the 102nd Cavalry Group was in process o A
relieveing the lst and 2nd Battalions to permit their usc.as Division Re- ., :.
SerVe. ) ; o Ja ; .

¥ 'de By 15004, the lst Battalion 47th Combat Team had. cleared out ;
pillboxes vieinity 970146, 973143 and 963144,meatingjquerateQresistance e
consisting of : small-arms, unobserved harassing .artillery fir. and mines. .

ke g .
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Progress of the 3rd Battalion 39th Combat Team (attached) was impeded by
heavy snow but by 1530%, a circular defensc hed been established vicinity
K-960136.

ce The 2nd Battalion 39th Combat Tcam folldwed by the lst Battalion
moved through the 3rd Battalion L7th Combot Teoam at 07304 to attack south—
east toward vicinity K-002125, By 17L5A after a fire fight at K-99412
and K-996137 the 2nd Battalion was tied in at X=996138 and the lst Battalion
had closed into an assembly area vieinity [=9901L7.

feo Encumy artillery was mostly harassing and unobserved. Our
artillery fired several counterbattery, TOT, and interdictory missions,

SECTION IV - SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

1. SUPPLY

2e During the month of Jamuary the outstanding problems of supply
and cvacudtion were due to deep show ard freezing tomperaturc. The non=
availability of winterizing cquipment made improvisation necessary. Snow
plows, toboggans, felt innersoles and camouflage snow suits were made by
serviee clements of the divisione Charcoal was obtained for front-linec
troops to burn in improvised stoves. Raw wool found in local felt manuface
turing plants was used to linc foxholes.

be Rations were consumed on the folldfring' basis:

Type B 8640%
© 646
D Tl
K 1.8
U 0.0
10-in=~1 be?
Hosps Supa 0.0
¢ Vitamin Pills 195209

Ce Gasoline consumption averaged 7,523 gallons per day.

ds Ammmnition expenditure for the month was 2108 tons which
‘amounted To the following units of firc for the principle weapons :

Small Arms
Carbine - J1
111903 <03
M1 Lol
MG, cal 30 : 6465
G, cal 450 1,82
Thompson Sub-MG - Dell
Rocket, AT, MAAl, HE 1l
lortar
6 Oram 2alli
G lmra : Llli3
105mm, 13 8406
L
Artillery
105min How : 746
155mm How B49L

2, ODDNANCEs The supply of Ordnanece items s particularly weapohs
i L
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spare parts.and accessories, and vehicle spare parts, improved during the
last week of the month., -Sufficient quantitics of all sizes of tires and
tubes were received to eliminate a critical situation. Scrious shortages
continued in G brake drums and rcar brake lining, GMC and GPW engines
and various cnginc assemblics, Further issucs of Prestone were receiwved
which brought the division up to 97% of itts totdl rcqulrcnnnt. Alcohol
was substituted for the 3% not avaLlalne. L

3¢ ORDNANCE HMAINTENANCE. Work in the Division Ordnance Maintcnance
Shops contimued at pcak capacity during the fionths Recovery work was heavy
throughout the month bocause of the snow arnd icc on the roads. The welding
scction was very achive fabricating show plows s tractor grousers, and other
items for wintcr opcrations. This made it nccessary to cvacuate almost all
of thc automotive Welding and body jobs to the supporting Ordnance. '

aes The J“:Lguros below show a numorlcal comparison between the work
done in DSccmber and January

AJOR JOBS " HIINOR, JOBS
December 7 (incl 116 Major Lsscmblics) 512
Jamary 152 ( incl 8% ¥ajor Asscmblics) 701

be The reduction of lajor Assembly "c'olacements compared with the
previous month is cxplained by the unava:.labllluy of rcplacement lMajor
Assemblies, It was necessary to repair and use ficld expedients in many
cascs whers rcplaccmonts were mades The wsc of a number of GLC's was lost
due to the non~availability of replacemont asscmbl:.os;

Le EVACUATION. Casualty cvacuation presented no pruat problem for
the first 29 days of the month s as the front was stablized and casualtics
were light, .

ds On the 30th and 31st of January, over 125 battlc casualtics were
cvacuated dollowing a gencral attacks. The snow was cverywhere over 18 inches
in depth and six feot or more in drifts. Casualtics were cvacuated with
difficulty despite the able help of 62 attac'm,d ‘1itter bearcrs from the
4,82nd and 382nd Collccting Companics, 1utal toL)ogkans and ski litters
improviscd by G-L, Ordnance and Enginwr units of* the division werc uscd,
lany litter hauls werc LOOO or more yards through spruce thickets and snow
drifted ravinecs.

be As the initial attack took placo in the face of a blizzard,
utmost caro was taken by aid men to mark the location of wounded, Blankots‘
and heating pads werc taken forward by litter bearcrs. All men were
evacuated within a fow hours of being wounded.

ce The weasels were thu greatest help in ovacuating wounded and
were also used to pull toboggans carrv:mg, 1ittors e

ds On the initial assault s 30 January " 50 of the 67 battle wounds
were from small arms fire« By 31 January, only 1l of 59 battle wounds werc
small arms fire,.the larger pc.rccntage cotiing from shell fragments as is
usual 1y the case.

¥ . Killed Jiounded ~Discascs Injured n.xhaustlon

Division Total sy 356 WG 221 L2s

~ Evacuated - o 355 . 897 - 5 e
Foturned to Duty - 1 oulle e 43
#0ther TUnits ' 51 110 | Lo 10
Evacuated | _ 51 130 ¢) 10

Returned to Duty
= T o
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Authority _ [ HOU I/ } _‘ Killed Wounded Discases .. jurcd Exhaustion
B ‘é &.NARA Da &l@ﬂ l : Lo - 13ET 28l 52
FQ;, 3 d msboners of War and Civilians,

Sa BURIAL. Ninth Division dead were buried in the First Army Ccmetery
at HENRI~CHAPPEL, BELGIUM - K705352,

6s CAPTURED IATERIEL, Capturcd cnemy matericl included:

ae yehicles:

2 ca Scdans
1 ea Truck (Citroen)
1 ea Truck (1-1/2)

be Guns:

& 2 ca 88mm Field Artillery Picces
.6 ca hssault Guns
2 ca 75m “uns
2 ca 57mm Guns

! Te TRAITIC

ae During the month of Jamuary snow was the principle traffic
problem, ~Bccausc the non-availability of snow-removing equipment, the 709th
Ordnance Company fabricated and mounted thice straight blades on 23 ton
trucks, and one¢ "V" blade on a half-tracks By using these blades together
with T/E angledozers and by working all cngincer companics on a twenty-
four hour schedule, the roads werc kept opens Snow fence was creccted at
all critical drift points. & camouflage screen approximatcly two miles in
length crcected along the main lateral route in close proximity to the front
also acted as a glorified snow fences Extensive engincer maintenance was
necessary on this screcen however, as prevailing strong winds and cxtreme
cold continually snapped the su5pensidn‘wircs causing the scrcen to £all.

be & traffic circulation plan was dravn up with priority given to
snow and minc removal and widening of two roads from KALTERHERBERG to FIOFMI,
followed by the opening up of roads HOFEN to RCHREN, HOFEN to DRIBSELBOCK,
HOFEN to HONSCHAU, and HOFEN to WARLERSCHEID. Additional supply routes for
individual battalions werc opcned.

8. CONSTRUCTION [iD MAINTENANCE

as Probloms in construction and maintenance were inercased by the
continual brecaking down of angledozers. Licht Reli dozers were not suitable
for the hecavy work of romoving drifted snow and hegvy, D=7 or Y-8, dozers
vicre too fow to cope with the amount of work on hand. Mines were also a
source of trouble, With snow drifts from two to ten fect decp, mine de-
tectors wore uscless and mine removal became a slow, tedious and uncertain
process. Scveral angledozers became vietims of mines thereby further
slowing up the work. In the latter stages of the month, preparation was
began for the coming offensive. 11 defensive barricrs, such as mine road
biocks, cratering and demolition chargers were romoved, and all other minc
ficlds, the removal of which was not vital to thc operation, were re-
wircd in and remarked. At this stage instruction was g¢iven to all infantrys=
ren in the preparation of a slit trench in frozen ground by the use of
demolitionse

b, Ls a sidelight to other work, thc cngineer battalion supervised
the opening and operation of a carpentry shon and a dressmaking factory.
In the former, toboggans of thrce types, namcly litter, cargo and machine-
gun. werc made by carpenters borrowed from the infantry regiments. In the
dressmaking factory, civilian labor was hired to manufacturc snow suits for
the divisions 5 ‘ -

ce The following is a tabulation of thc work performed by the 15th
®agincer (C) Battalion during thc month of January: '

: ' ~ 19~
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Abatis prepared ‘for demolition - 1 -
Abatis charge removed - 7
Anti-tank mines laid - L4530
hinti=-tank mines liftcd (chemy) =~ 16
Anti~tank mines 1ifted (friendly) - 671
Apnti-tank mines destroyed in place - 12
hntis~personnel mines removed (friendly) - 13
Bridges repaired -~ 1

Bridges constructed and maintained =~ 1
Bridges constructed, portable foot = 2
Bridges preparcd for demolition ~ 1

Bridge demolition charges rémoved = 5

Booby traps removed (enemy) ~ 9

Corduroy road construction - 1550 rards
Craters preparcd for demolition =~ 3
Cratering charges rcmoved - L
Craters filled - 1

Culverts installed = 10

Camouflage scrcen reparied and maintained - 2——-m.les
Demolition charges rcmoved from houscs = 2
Garrison of obstaclos .and road blocks = 19
Gun emplacements prcpared - 6

Mine ficlds gapped (friendly) - 3

iine fields rewired - 32

ne fields taped off (cnemy) -~ 1

Patrol missions (demolition) = L
Patrol missions {minc detcction) ~ 5
Pillboxes demolished = 3 4
Rock hauled for road rcpair - 33L cu yds .
Roads postcd with shoulder markers = 6 milcs
doads swept for mines - 5 miles
Road repair and maintcnance - 16% miles

Roa.cl construction - 6 miles

Rock quarrics operated = L

Sand hauled for icy roads - 208 cu yds -
Sanding .of icy roads « 2% niles

Snow clcarance of roads ~ 76 nilcs

Snow fence constructed 2650 yds

Snow fenee ereected - 950 yds
 Sarmerfeld track laid - 800 yds

Trip Warning Flares installsd =~ 145
’I:Lrv y double apron, laid - 100 yds

UHrc, concertina, laid - 360 yds

ire removed -~ LOO ;ds
Yater point sctups -~ I

Yator distributed to troops - 603,700 gallons

L,
S
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NOTE: 1In addition %o above figures, 66 Enlisted men were dropped as Injured in Action.
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" In addition to above figures, 21 MW's
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were evacuated through medical channels .
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ANNEX NO. 3 - IESSONS LEARNED

2

ls Hectograph Sketches,

"Hectograph sketches of town and factory areas, made from acrial photo~
graphs, were issued ta squad lcaders 2l hours before the attack. This cnabled
every man to imow his exact jobe The advance plamming paid off. One large factory
in the Duren arca was token with over 100 Fis, scorcs of enemy were killed with
only 6 resulting casualties.! ‘ :

2+ Lesson in Patrolling.

"A tour of inspection made by patrol leaders over a "liberated" area in
which we had once held a static line, and in which we had patrolled nightly, proved
worthwhile. A study of the enemy installations and of the terrain from the enemy!s
side in the light of day revealed the mistakes in our previous patrolling. The
© patrol leaders critiqued themselves, learned valuable lessons ™

3. OP Line,

"0Ps on a static front were tied in on ono "OP telephone line", Thus,
observers on the left flank were able 4o report their findings to other OPs up
and down the front. Tied in with the OP line werce 50 cal Machine Guns, 75mm
Assault Guns, the Camnon Co and Artillery observers. A report by our observer
could be followed by a mass of firc within a matter of minutes. This harassed
the enemy, who soon lecrned to bolt and dash every time they left their pillboxes.!

e Azimmth Conscious.

"0Ps were furnished with large black metal discs on which the face of the
compass was painted in whitce A revolving metal arrow with a sighting device en-
abled the observers to lay on objects and to reecord azimiths. This made the ob-
servers "Azimuth Conscious" and facilitated the rccording of azimuths."

Se Ski Patrols.

"A ski patrol was formulated from among men who had practically no
previous experience on skis. Ten days training by an -officer, an experienced
skier, paid off when the regiment went into the attack over open ground in deep
snowe We didn't try to moke expert, downhill rumecrs of our ski patrol, but
trained it in cross country "bushwhacking" through wooded country. Men with some
experience were gathercd from all companies in the regiment and werc kept together
for the training periede When we went into the attack the patrol was spilt and
farmed out to the two asscult battalions, * In the attack the skiers werc used as
special runners between the battalion CP and the companics. Their speed over the
snow resulted in continuous control of the assaulting companies.®

6. Modification of MA7 Time Fusc.

"The problem of long range marking for air bombardment and blinding
distant OPs was solved, with the assistance of thc Division Ordnance Officer, by
modifying the M67 Mechanical time fuzc to fit the }M116BE smoke. The fuze, which
is now stocked by all ASPs, has becen of great assistonce since it enables ,the
155rm Hewitzer BE M116 HC the best smoke producer to be fired on all marking or
cercening missions up to maximum range."
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