Philosophy in the Wild — Finding Hope in Mixed Communities Llangwm Literature Festival Summer 2025

At Llangwm Literature Festival the children heard from the life force that is Gill Lewis. We were
treated to a life story that charted her love of animals, her work as a vet, and her prolific
writing and her work to protect the seals and wildlife at Ceibwr Bay that face disturbance.
Learn more here: Guest blog — Killing the Bird that Lays the Golden Egg by Gill Lewis — Mark

Avery

She read extracts from her Island Vet series which are full of tensions of island living where
humans and animals have to live together carefully

Beth Mackintosh introduced the children to philosophy and introduced Midlgey’s idea of the
inner child and playful creative child amongst fellow animals, as opposed to the lone
philosopher sat in the armchair in ‘his’ ivory tower. Beth read the following story to introduce
the ideas of ownership, animal and land ethics, and Mary Midgley’s mixed community:

Five Children Go Adventuring at the Coast



Five children are on holiday at their cottage, The Nest, on the Pembrokeshire coast.

They love to go stomping on the beaches with Frank the dog, on the coastal path to spot
razorbills and on the moors amongst the Pembrokeshire ponies. If they are lucky, they might
just persuade their parents to take them on a boat trip to see the seals, dolphins and Manx
Shearwater. The older children might go rock climbing or coasteering. They might find sea
glass and manage the s-turn on their surf boards. Frank was not allowed on all the beaches in
the summer season, so he hoped they would mainly go to the all year-round dog-friendly
beaches!

The children had come to The Nest and Pembrokeshire since they were born, every school
holiday. They were not local, but they loved the coast, animals and the sea — they were sea
people.

The nature man lived here at the coast, and he loved the sea — he was a sea person.

He grew up here at the coast and he was now very successful, having created many jobs in the
town. He owned a lot of farms and fields, houses and horses, businesses and big boats. He
looked after lots of animals with the help of his family, friends and a huge fleet of people who
worked for him.

Another quiet man lived here at the coast. He had always wanted to retire at the coast. He
was a walker, a painter, a writer and above all else her was a birder. He loved sea birds, and
the sea — he was a sea person.

The quiet man lived overlooking a bay where birds nested and seals came to have their pups.
The children often passed the quiet man’s white cottage on the bay and would love to spot
the seals. Once, they passed the bay with their fun uncle, who clapped loudly to get the seal’s
attention. The quiet man saw this and severely scolded the uncle when he saw him do this.

Some of the five were now a little apprehensive and angry to have been reprimanded. Others
of the five understood why he had become upset, and thought he was right to have given
them a telling off. The youngest of the five now gently tells others to be quiet if they begin to
disturb the seals. The quiet man was always very kind to Frank the dog and he did still always
say hello to us on our walks.

The children knew the nature man. They’d heard him talk at festivals in the town and had been
on his wildlife tour boats. He was admired by all, having done much good for the community.
He cared about the area — that there was work for people, those who came to visit would
share his passion for nature and fall in love with the coast. He wanted to open an adventure
hub at the bay, the same bay over which the quiet man lived in his cottage. It would allow
more locals and visitors to enjoy the water, the wildlife, and provide lots of jobs. It would be
a great site for the community to meet and be together.

The quiet man protested against the building of adventure hub. He was already very
concerned about the seals and birds, whom he said were facing disturbance when they



needed quiet to pup and nest. What would become of the area if it didn’t have it’s richness of
species, he would ask. If the animal populations fall, wouldn’t the area lose something of what
made it special, and that attracted visitors (as he once was) to the area in the first place?

There was much debate in the town. The nature man insisted he cared deeply for the animals
and that this would help more people fall in love with the animals and the coast through his
trips and activities. The quiet man and some others did not agree and felt strongly that the
animals needed their space and quiet, and that the adventuring he proposed was too loud,
too disruptive and not in the interests of nature and the animals.

The five children also debated amongst themselves.
Everyone loves the bay but for very different purposes.

How do you think the children’s debate about the development went? Who can lay claim to
the bay? Who can lay claim to what can happen (or not) in the bay? Who are the guardians
of the sea? Who are the sea people? What should the community do? How shall they
decide? How shall we include the animals within this discussion?

Other great stories that would work well include:

From James Buckley: The Water Catcher by The Philosophy Man

and The Philosophy Foundation: Episode 2: Who Owns the Sky?

We made our own birds, adapting bird templates from the RSPB: Build a bird paper craft

and then wrote our own pledges in view of our philosophical and literary enquiry and
discussions.

And created and reimagined maps and coastal living on a map making space for animals,
humans, businesses etc: Blank Treasure Map Colouring | Colouring Sheets - Twinkl




