10/06/2015

Red Squirrel News from mid Wales

Subscribe Share ~ Past Issues

Transl

Facebook 0 Twitter 0 Google +1 Short URL  http://eepurl.ct

Mid Wales
Red Squirrel Partnership

Canolbarth Cymru
Partneriaeth Gwiwerod Coch

20 Red Squirrel News

The new MWRSP website has gone live! As well as key
information and reports on our red squirrels, the new site
includes an easy-to-use reporting facility for red squirrel
(1S d s sightings. You can also find out where and when reds
natur h Y Iso find h d when red
| WILDLIFE TRUST | . - .
have been seen in your locality by checking out maps of

South and West Wales - - . .
De a Gorllewin Cymru red squirrel sightings. Please do donate if you can to our

YMDDIRIEDOLAETH

Red Squirrel Appeal, all the more imperative after the sad news that Environment
Wales grants have been withdrawn. Also in this edition, read Huw Denman's
article about why the Trap Loan Scheme is having a positive impact on our reds.
Find some interesting tips on how to trap with badgers around and what to do
with your unwanted grey squirrel carcasses. And, in the final instalment from the
MISE project, learn about the latest developments in their work with red squirrels
in north Wales.

Newyddion y Wiwer Goch

Mae gwefan newydd Prosiect Gwiwerod Coch Canobarth Cymru ar waith erbyn
hyn! Yn ogystal a gwybodaeth allweddol ac adroddiadau am ein gwiwerod
coch, mae'r safle newydd yn cynnwys cyfleuster hawdd ei ddefnyddio i
gofnodi gwiwerod coch sy’n cael eu gweld. Gallwch hefyd ddarganfod ble a
phryd y gwelwyd gwiwerod coch yn eich ardal drwy edrych ar fapiau
penodol. Byddwch cystal a chyfrannu at yr Apél Gwiwerod Coch. Mae
cyfraniadau yn bwysicach nag erioed ar 6l y newyddion trist na fydd
grantiau Amgylchedd Cymru ar gael mwyach. Hefyd, yn y rhifyn hwn,
darllenwch erthygl Huw Denman sy’n esbonio pam mae’r Cynllun Benthyca
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Trapiau yn cael effaith gadarnhaol ar ein cochion. Cewch wybod sut mae
trapio gyda golwg ar y moch daear sydd o gwmpas, a beth ddylech ei wneud
a charcasau gwiwerod llwyd. Ac mae manylion am brosiect MISE, a'r
diweddaraf am waith y prosiect gyda gwiwerod coch yng ngogledd Cymru.

Your native mid Wales Red Squirrels could be
gone within your lifetime- so today
they need your help

Support Our Red Squirrel Appeal

The Red Squirrel Project has been running since May
2014 with support from Environment Wales, a
Welsh Government funded initiative, which has
been supporting environmental organisations for over 20
years. In the past year, not only has the project

We need to act now to save our
& mid Wales red squirrels
s Government funding cuts mean
we now need to raise £30,000

received funding for equipment for the Trap Loan
Scheme and new website, Environment Wales has also
provided the funding for the Red Squirrel Officer post.
Without the funding award from Environment Wales, the
project would never have become a reality. However,
this funding has come to an abrupt end! The Welsh

http://us8.campaig n-archive2.com/?u=534907faa75638dab6466635a&id=96aee02e26

Aline Denton, MISE Project Officer: "The
MWRSP Officer has made a much-needed
impact on red squirrel conservation by setting
up a Trap Loan scheme and supporting the
volunteers. It is vital that a network of local
grey controllers is co-ordinated and supported
and that red squirrel conservation remains
prominent in the minds of local people to

ensure that we do not lose our red squirrels.”

Isabel Macho,

Carmarthenshire Biodiversity Officer:

"The MWRSP The loss of Welsh Government
support for Environment Wales is
disappointing. It supports vital conservation
work on the ground by organisations who have
the experience and knowledge to get the
maximum benefit from the funding. Withdrawal

of this funding, is, | feel, a backward step.”

Shelagh Yeomans,

TLS Co-ordinator for Llanddewi Brefi: “Like
most people living here | did not know that
there are red squirrels living in this area of
Wales and through the M WRSP we have learned
of their plight. We have been able to access

Government have carried out a review of

all of their funding programmes,
under new arrangements, recipients
will no longer be able to use funding
to run grant schemes. This means
that Environment Wales will not be
able to continue as a grants provider
and therefore funding of the
Red Squirrel Officer post will end on
30 September 2015.

The 5-year Red Squirrel project is
out-of-pocket to the tune of over
£30,000.

As a result WTSWW have set up an
appeal. It's quick and easy to donate.
Text REDS11 £10 to 70070, donate
at www.justgiving.com/MWRSP or phone
01656 724100 and say that you want
to donate to the Red Squirrel Appeal.

Red Squirrel Officer Becky Hulme
commented: "We have a 5-year
conservation plan we want to deliver
for mid Wales' red squirrels. We need
your support to recruit and
train volunteers and to work with
landowners in mid Wales. Make our
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training and trapping equipment that we would
not have considered purchasing. More red
squirrels have been sighted, more people are
interested and involved and more greys are
being dispatched. Without the loan scheme
none of this would have happened!

If the funding is removed, all our work on this

vision a reality, please help if you can."

Working together, we have made a
good start, but there is plenty more
work to be done before we can say
that the future of the red squirrel in

vital environmental project will be for nothing. mid Wales is secure.
Don’t take away this funding - don't lose our red

squirrels.

Your native mid Wales Red Squirrels could be
gone within your lifetime- so today
they need your help

Cefnogwch ein Hapél
Gwiwerod Coch

Mae'r prosiect gwiwerod coch yn rhedeg oddi ar fis
Mai 2014 gyda chymorth gan Amgyichedd Cymru,
menter yn cael ei hariannu gan Lywodraeth Cymru
ac sydd yn cefnogi sefydliadau amgyicheddol ers
dros 20 mlynedd. Yn y flwyddyn ddiwethaf, mae'r
prosiect nid yn unig wedi derbyn arian i brynu offer
ar gyfer y Cynllun Benthyca Trapiau ac i sefydlu
gwefan newydd,

We need to act now to save our
mid Wales red squirrels

Government funding cuts mean
- we now need to raise £30,000
i over the next two years

“We have a
liver fof

ond mae Amgyichedd Cymru hefyd wedi cyllido swydd y Swyddog Gwiwerod
Coch. Heb yr arian gan Amgylchedd Cymru, ni fuasai'r prosiect erioed wedi
bodoli.

Fodd bynnag, daeth y cyllido hwn i ben yn ddisymwth. Mae Llywodraeth
Cymru wedi cynnal adolygiad o'i holl raglenni ariannu, ac o dan y
trefniadau newydd, ni fydd derbynwyr mwyach yn gallu defnyddio'r arian i
redeg cynlluniau grant. Mae hyn yn golygu na fydd Amgylchedd Cymru yn
gallu parhau i ddarparu grantiau, ac felly daw’r cyllid ar gyfer swydd y
Swyddog Gwiwerod Coch i ben ar 30 Medi 2015.

Mae hyn yn golygu bod y Prosiect Gwiwerod Coch yn colli mwy na £30,000
dros gyfnod o bum mlynedd.

Fel canlyniad, mae Ymddiriedolaeth Natur De a Gorllewin Cymru wedi
cychwyn apél. Mae gwneud cyfraniad yn gyflym a hawdd. Tecstiwch
REDS11 £10 i 70070, cyfrannwch yn www.justgiving.com/MWRSP neu
ffoniwch 01656 724100 a dweud eich bod am gyfrannu at yr Apél
Gwiwerod Coch.

Dywedodd y Swyddog Gwiwerod Coch, Becky Hulme: “"Mae gennym gynllun
cadwraeth dros gyfnod o bum mlynedd ar gyfer gwiwerod coch y
Canolbarth. Mae angen eich cymorth arnom i recriwtio a hyfforddi
gwirfoddolwyr, ac i weithio gyda thirfeddianwyr y Canolbarth. Helpwch ni
i wireddu ein breuddwyd, a chyfrannwch os gwelwch yn dda.”

Wrth gydweithio, rydym wedi gwneud dechrau da, ond mae llawer mwy o
waith i'w wneud eto cyn y gallwn ddweud fod dyfodol y wiwer goch yng
nghanolbarth Cymru yn ddiogel.

http://us8.campaig n-archive2.com/?u=534907faa75638dab6466635a&id=96aee02e26
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The Search for Reds in Llanddewi

A remote camera and feeding station,
known as a 'camera trap' has been installed
in woodland near Llanddwei Brefi. The
camera is being monitored by Merryll Hils,
who lives next to forestry where there
have been several previous sightings
of reds. Merryll is a self-declared nature-
lover and is keen to find red squirrels in her
localty. Thanks to Graham Sinclair for
making feeding boxes and Natural
Resources Wales (NRW) for the camera
loan.

Pictured here at the feeding station is Merryll Hills (left) with NRW Conservation Manager, James
Tinney (centre) and WTSWW Red Squirrel Officer, Becky Hulme (right)

Becky commented:

"To date the camera has only revealed jays and mice, but we are all hoping for the
best! We are looking to install further 'camera traps'in the focal area and, with any
luck get some current footage of our reds in their mid Wales habitat.”

Trap Loan Scheme / Cynllun Benthyca Trapiau
For free bait and loan of trapping equipment,
contact your nearest Local Co-ordinator, based in
Pontrhyfendigaid, Tregaron, Llanddewi Brefi, Llanfair Clydogau, Cellan,
Ffarmers, Crugybar, Rhandirmwyn and Llanwrtyd Wells.
Visit the website for contact details
If you are interested in becoming a Co-ordinator for your local area,
contact Becky on b.hume@welshwildlfe.org / 07972 201202

I gael abwyd a benthyca cyfarpar trapio am ddim,
cysylitwch a’ch Cydgysylitydd Lleol agosaf ym
Mhontrhydfendigaid, Tregaron, Llanddewibefi, Llanfair Clydogau, Cellan,
Ffarmers, Crug-y-bar, Rhandir-mwyn a Llanwrtyd.
Ewch i'n gwefan i gael y manylion cyswiit
Os oes gennych ddiddordeb mewn bod yn Gydgysylltydd yn eich ardal leol,
cysylitwch a Becky ar b.hulme@welshwildlife.org / 07972 201202

http://us8.campaig n-archive2.com/?u=534907faa75638dab6466635a&id=96aee02e26
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Why Control Grey Squirrels?
Pam rheoli gwiwerod llwyd?

Forester and ecologist
Huw Denman gives his
verdict on the progress
of the Trap Loan
Scheme. Huw is pictured
here (photo: Chloe Griffiths)
at the MISE conference
giving a red squirrel
talk, with innovative use
of a (badly) stuffed red
squirrel.

Y coedwigwr a’r ecolegydd Huw sy’n rhoi ei ddyfarniad ar y Cynllun Benthyca
Trapiau. Gwelir Huw yma (ilun: chice Griffiths) yng nghynhadledd MISE yn rhoi sgwrs
ar wiwerod coch, gyda defnydd arloesol o wiwer goch wedi'i stwffio (yn wael).

New grey squirrel control groups, made up of willing volunteers have already been
tremendously successful in dramatically reducing the nhumber of grey squirrels in areas which had
previously been untrapped and had held very high numbers of greys. Villages and caravan parks,
often with good and reliable squirrel food availability, such as bird feeders or oak and hazel
woodlands tend to hold grey squirrels at very high population densities with good breeding
success. Some of these greys will disperse into areas where there are reds.

It would be wonderful to be able to permanently remove greys from the buffer but at this stage
this isn't possible due to repopulation of the buffer with greys from further out or untrapped
areas. The questions I'm sometimes asked are ‘is it worthwhile if they're going to re-populate so
quickly?’, or ‘what’s the point if the buffer is so porous? The mid Wales red squirrel conservation
strategy is based on reducing the number of greys in the buffer as much as possible, in order to
minimise the dispersal of greys into the core conifer area where most of the red squirrels live.
Studies show that trapped areas can begin to be repopulated within a matter of a few weeks or
months; unfortunately this means that it will be a continuing task to maintain the buffer free of
grey squirrels. However, the good news is that it can take a considerable time before the
trapped area assumes the pre-trapping population density. This may be because the new
squirrels are unfamiliar with the new location, or are young inexperienced squirrels, and therefore
are unable to access food supplies so efficiently and may be more vulnerable to predation. In
addition, young female squirrels tend to have smaller litters so the newly established population is
slower to increase.

There is also another advantage. Let me explain: red squirrels are known to decline and
disappear in the presence of grey squirrels due to competitive exclusion, red squirrels fail to get

http://us8.campaig n-archive2.com/?u=534907faa75638dab6466635a&id=96aee02e26
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to breeding weight due to competition for food resources with greys. However, reds have also
been known to decline and disappear before the appearance of greys, and this is usually
attributed to the transfer of squirrelpox-virus from greys into the red population, then leaving a
habitat vacuum for the expanding greys. In mid Wales, we have carried out blood tests on grey
squirrels and the results showed that 50% and 90% of the two sets of tested samples had
squirrelpox-virus antibodies present, which means that they’d been exposed to the virus. Greys
don't die of squirrelpox-virus but reds do and so reducing the chances of transmission is vital to
the health of the reds. It has been shown that reducing grey squirrel population densities also
reduces the proportion of the remaining greys that carry squirrelpox-virus antibodies, and
therefore by controlling the grey numbers in the mid wales buffer we're also reducing the
probability of transfer of squirrelpox-virus from the greys to the reds.

I have in possession a very badly stuffed red squirrel specimen (an understatement, it's stuffed
with the Westmoreland Gazette!) that was handed to me about 20 years ago by a friend who'd
picked it up on a south Cumbrian roadside, when red squirrels were common there. I was very
pleased to read this week that red squirrels have been seen again in Windermere after an
absence of 15 years, a fact that solely be attributed to the actions of the many volunteers that
have been trapping grey squirrels in the area. This is inspirational, and shows that it can be done
here too, and I believe it's only a matter of time before I get phone call from a volunteer trapper
saying that they have a red squirrel in their cage trap in Pontrhydfendigaid or on their bird table in
Rhandirmwyn. Keep up the good work! Huw Denman, MWRSP

Pine Marten Restoration

There is growing scientific evidence that pine marten represent a sustainable
solution to grey squirrel control and red squirrel conservation. In Counties Laois
and Offaly in Ireland grey squirrels have disappeared and red squirrels have
increased as pine martens have recolonised from the west. Oak and hazel
woodlands which in Britain would be dominated by grey squirrels are now teaming
with reds! Find out more about pine martens and the Vincent Widlfe Trust's
pine marten restoration project in mid Wales at this event in Devil's Bridge

http://us8.campaig n-archive2.com/?u=534907faa75638dab6466635a&id=96aee02e26 6/16
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Vinccn@dlifc

Pine Marten Recovery Project
Prosiect Adfer Bele'r Coed

Fel rhan o gynllun peilot i atgyfnerthu DYDDIAD/DATE: Mehefin 18 June
poblogaeth frodorol yr anifail yn yr LLEOLIAD/LOCATION: Gwesty'r Hafod
ardal, yr ydym yn cynnal cyfres o
gyfarfodydd cymunedol i argyhoeddi
a gwrando ar bobl leol. Dewch draw
i ddarganfod mwy.

Hotel, Pontarfynach/Devil's Bridge
AMSER/TIME: 7-9pm

Te, coffi a chacen - Tea, coffee & cake

As part of a pilot plan to strengthen the
animal’s native population in the area, CYSWLLT/CONTACT:
we are conducting a series of community Jenny MacPherson

meetings to inform and listen to local

; jennymacpherson@vwt.org.uk
people. Please come along to find out el P - &

07584 415760, 01239 851921

cotiand) Company red in England MNo.05598716
re HR8 1EP : 01531 636441

Working in Partnership with BASC

Landowners that manage land outside the focal area are not eligible for
the MWRSP Trap Loan Scheme. However, thanks to a new partnership
with BASC, if you live, shoot or manage land in mid Wales, but outside of
the focal area, you can get support for grey squirrel control from

http://us8.campaig n-archive2.com/?u=534907faa75638dab6466635a&id=96aee02e26 7116
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