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A new Ranger, Joe, joins P&DRSG and Nic moves to Aira; 

A new Ranger, Joe, joins P&DRSG and Nic 
moves to Aira Force  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to have welcomed Joe Taylforth into 
our team of Rangers, for Ullswater and Haweswater. 
Joe will also be working with Nic at Aira Force to 
continue creating a safe haven for our native red 
squirrels. Nic has worked for the National Trust for 
over 10 years and this is a new role for him too, at 
the Aira Force site. 
 
Nicôs new role involves a lot of time maintaining the 
path network and making sure visitors have the best 
possible experience, which for them often involves 
seeing a red squirrel. He says ñwith a lot of time and 
effort spent over the years by the Penrith and Dis-
trict Red Squirrel Group we are starting to see more 
and more. We estimate that we have 8 pairs now in 
Aira Force, which is fantastic! We have 6 squirrel 
feeders that we keep topped up on a regular basis to 
help encourage the reds to stick around and give our 
visitors an experience they wonôt forget.ò  
 
Before being offered the position at Penrith and Dis-
trict Red Squirrel Group, Joe worked as a gamekeep-
er. Heôs always had an interest in red squirrels and 
maintaining their habitat as he knows how rare they 
are.  
 

Here we chat a little bit to Joeé 
 
What have been the best and worst bits of your 
job so far? 
ñThere are lots of good bits to the job and no bad 
bits yet! My top things have to be getting out at first 
light before the deer and birds are up in the morn-
ing; being outside all day; and seeing a litter of reds 
growing and thriving through spring and into sum-
merò.   
 
What are the best ways to see a red squirrel? 
ñI find the best way is around a feeder at times of 
the year when there is not a lot of natural food 
around ï Autumn is ideal when there are less leaves 
on the trees, making them easier to spot as they 
gather food ahead of Winter. A feeder is a reliable 
food source for the red squirrels to thriveò.   
  
What are the main reasons behind the decline 
in red squirrels and do you think this could be 
changed over time? 
ñThe grey squirrels play a huge role in the decline of 
reds, they are larger and more aggressive, they out 
compete the reds for natural food & habitat and  
they also carry the squirrel pox virus which doesnôt 
affect them, but is fatal for the redsò.  
 
ñWeôre continuing to keep the non-native grey squir-
rels away and reds are repopulating the woods. Un-
managed, the greys will push the reds out so as long 
as work continues to keep the greys at bay, the red 
squirrel population can continue to growò.  

Aira Force by numbers  

8 Pairs of reds 

330 Kilos of nuts and seeds that 

the reds eat each year 

Ã1000 spent on squirrel food each 

year 

Ã4000 donated by Aira Force  

Whatôs on?  

Cyril Squirrel Trail 

Children can learn all about our 

native red squirrels with Cyril's red 

squirrel ramble. Follow the map 

and clues to unlock the password 

and become a squirrel detective. 

Available to buy in the shop at the 

main Aira Force car park 
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Cheers Christian 

We were sad to say our 

farewellôs to Christian, who 

returned South in June after 

being our Ullswater Ranger 

since February 2013. Without 

his hard work and dedication, 

there would quite simply be 

no red squirrels left in the 

Ullswater Valley. One example of Christianôs fantastic 

work is the return of red squirrels in Hartsop 

woodlands where they have been absent from for 

many years. What a legacy to leave us with! We hope 

you are enjoying that Whisky - Cheers!! 

PR work and appeals  

Many of you will have seen or heard so much in the way of press releases over the last six months or so 

regarding a contraceptive for grey squirrels, a vaccine to save red squirrels from squirrel pox virus disease 

and also the Pine Marten theory of creating a ólandscape of fearô for the greys. 

As it stands currently; a workable contraceptive formula is at least a decade away and even if this comes to 

fruition, it is of no use to our group as cannot be used in areas where there are red squirrels; there is no 

funding available to develop the prototype of the squirrel pox vaccine any further; and there is no 

statistically significant evidence relating to the Pine Marten theory. 

The only way to save the much loved red squirrels in our area is through human intervention using the 

successful methods that we deploy. Our standardised recording data provides very clear, significant evidence 

that using a humane, combination methodology of  trapping and shooting is the most effective means of 

clearing areas of the non-native grey squirrels to allow our iconic and genetically unique red squirrels to 

survive for future generations to enjoy. It is this dedicated óboots on the ground front line workô that is 

making the biggest impact in red squirrel conservation. 

We have been extremely busy in our attempts at relaying this; 

with press, social media, radio coverage and various funding 

appeals going out far and wide; which in the main, has been 

mostly positive. Our thanks  to all who have supported our 

appeal. 

This has allowed us to secure our current contracted óP&DRSG 

Red Squirrel Ranger teamô of five, for a further 6 months 

which takes us to the end of this year (2017). Our huge 

gratitude goes to The Oglesby Trust for their committed 

financial support to cover the costs of our Upper Eden Valley 

Ranger for three years, and also Lord Inglewood (as our first 

óDiamondô donator) towards our Hutton Ranger costs however, 

to secure the future for resident red squirrels, across all our 

areas, into 2018 and beyond, we still need urgent additional funding to sustain our full contractor team.   

Can you help? Or do you know of anyone that can? 

For more information, please contact our Administrator, Julie (contact detailed below)    

 

Thank you Sam 

All at P&DRSG extend our 

greatest thanks to  Gamekeeper 

Sam Cropper for the monumen-

tal red squirrel conservation 

work he has carried out on two 

key estates within our areas 

where he has been hugely suc-

cessful at keeping the resident 

reds thriving. Sam left the area 

in February for pastures new 

and we couldnôt let him go with-

out presenting him with a small token of our ap-

preciation. We wish Sam all the best for the future. 
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Keeping the Reds Thriving and the Greys at Bay with Thermal Imaging 

Finding squirrels hiding in the woods is now easier than ever thanks to specialist thermal cameras provided 

to the Penrith & District Red Squirrel Group by thermal specialists; PASS.  

Traditionally finding squirrels is a time-consuming, difficult process. They can be hard to spot amongst the 

leaves of trees; with darkened conditions only making it even harder. 

Thermal cameras designed for outdoor wildlife observation are providing an innovative solution to this 

problem allowing conservation groups to spot squirrels through the trees, darkness and even poor weather 

conditions. 

Thermal imaging makes monitoring so much easier as it picks up the body 

heat given off by an object, even over a distance. As squirrels are warm-

blooded mammals, they emit heat, which is displayed clearly on a thermal 

camera, even in difficult conditions. Whether itôs during the day, during the 

night or working in the rain and snow, thermal cameras still provide excellent 

results. 

PASS LTD in Stockton-on-Tees is a proud supporter of the Penrith & District 

Red Squirrel Group and supplies the group with a range of thermal imaging 

monocular scopes and cameras for tracking and monitoring squirrel numbers.  

ñThermal imaging cameras are a much welcomed, valuable addition to our equipment list and have 

increased both the efficiency and effectiveness of our Red Squirrel Rangersô 

work,ò said Julie Bailey from the Red Squirrel Group. ñWe use the technology 

to spot squirrels through the trees, in dense woodland and on the ground, 

and at significant distances where otherwise the naked eye just wouldnôt 

see; helping our red squirrel conservation efforts significantly.ò 

Since 2012, the group has been using thermal imaging regularly as part of 

their conservation efforts, reducing the population of grey squirrels to help 

our native red squirrels thrive once again. PASS works closely with the 

group to provide a range of thermal cameras for their use, including starting 

cameras such as the FLIR Scout PS24 and PS32, the Pulsar XQ23, as well as more advanced models such as 

Scout 240, Scout 320 and Pulsar XQ30. 

ñThermal imaging has so many uses in outdoor conditions.ò said David Atkins, sales manager at PASS LTD. 

ñItôs amazing to see how effective the technology has been for the Red Squirrel Group and we are delighted 

that we can help in a big way to help increase red squirrel numbers across the district.ò 

PASS LTD joined the Red Squirrel Group at the Lowther Show, where they showcased a range of thermal 

cameras designed for outdoor activities such as red squirrel conservation. 

Attendees at the show entered PASSôs competition for the chance to win a FLIR Scout TK.  

You can take a look at PASSôs range of thermal cameras by visiting their specialist website Tester.co.uk and 

visiting the Hunting/Outdoor thermal imaging section. 
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Images 

Here at P&DRSG, we are very fortunate to have 
so many of you sending in your red squirrel im-
ages and are ex-
tremely grateful to 
all for kindly giving 
the group permission 
to use them.                     

Keep sending them 
in, please! 

 

Newsletter Sponsorship 

A big thank you to the National Trust Aira Force 
for sponsoring the costs of this newsletter.  

The next edition is 
being sponsored by 
our very own Pen-
rith residents and 
subscribing mem-
bers, the Pettigrew 
family.  

Thank you so much. 

The Purr-fect Patient 

After being rescued from the clutches of a cat; 
this little red was rushed to a local vet where it was given antibiot-
ics, long lasting pain relief and a chance of survival. 

Jerry Moss and Sarah McNeil received a call from the surgery ask-
ing if they could care for the injured squirrel. Within no time, the 
little red was at their home near Penrith. 

Jerry carefully opened up the cardboard carry box and together 
the couple examined the drowsy and frightened squirrel. They 
could clearly see that the offending cat had done a very good job 
at immobilising the patient. 

The couple instantly knew it was going to be a lengthy process be-
fore any possibility of this little one being released back into the 
wild but they never gave up hope.  

Each day Sarah would massage two of the squirrelsô leg muscles, 
syringe feed him special formula milk containing vital vitamins & 
minerals and hand feed him nuts & seeds. 

After only a few days in their care and by then named Wesley, 
they noticed that he had found some strength to groom himself 
and had cleaned the dried blood from his tail. 

This was a huge turning point and 
would start the ball rolling for more achievements to happen. 

Wesley has now regained his balance and is able to walk; the 
strength in his front paw is improving.     

He now manages to climb the walls of his large cage. Wesleyôs 
next move will be into an outdoor enclosure and if all goes to plan, 
a gentle release back into the wild. 
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A few snippets of recent Red reports from some very happy folks!  

Northern Eden Valley area - Returning reds in a large planta-
tion near Armathwaite, which adjoins a Caravan Club site, have 
caused much excitement amongst our visitors as pox had hit the 
area and unfortunately resident red squirrel numbers were deci-
mated. We are absolutely delighted to see at least three new 
reds on site which are now visiting regularly and can say with 
certainty that this would not be the case without  the tremen-
dous efforts of the Penrith & District Red Squirrel Group. Thanks 
Phil & Julie. 

 

Calthwaite resident - Iôve seen a return of reds after almost 
two years of continued P&DRSG grey control by Andrew. Reds had been completely ousted from 
the area but theyôre now back and I regularly see a family of five at a feeder in the woods.  

 

Dalston resident - I thought you might like to know that I saw 
a red squirrel this morning on the front lawn of the castle, close 
to the gatehouse. The squirrel was at the door of the shed, feed-
ing on sunflower seeds that I had left there. It jumped up on to 
the wall and disappeared down the other side when it saw me. 
Thereôs a pine tree that overhangs the shed, so perhaps it went 
up there. It's the best year we have had for red squirrel sightings 
for at least 10 years, and I am sure it is thanks to your input 
here, thank you, David.  

 

Patterdale resident - We have had two red squirrels visiting 
our feeders at Patterdale. One is deep red, and certainly male, 
the other has blonde sides and a blonde tail and may be female. 
Red squirrels have also been reported in Hartsop, a hamlet fur-
ther up the valley, after many yearsô absence. Christian has 
done a splendid job. 

 

Stainmore resident - Red squirrel populations are making a 
come back in North & South Stainmore areas thanks to Ranger, 
Garyôs work. We are seeing red squirrels here for the time ever! 

 

Shap resident - A small population of red squirrels near Shap 
has been monitored for a couple of years now and all signs indi-
cate that they are thriving. As many as 11 reds have been seen 
at one time near 2 feeders set up with a camera watching their 
numbers and feeding habits ï as well as keeping an eye out for 
greys. So far we have been lucky and, whilst grey squirrels have 
been reported in the area, they have not been seen in this par-
ticular wood. Hopefully, we will start to see the numbers increase 
over the next few years and look forward to them spreading out 
into neighbouring woods. 

Red reports 
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Andrew - P&DRSG Red Squirrel Ranger -  Hutton area 

After a rather quiet spell grey squirrel wise at the start of the year, they have now well and truly come out of 
the woodwork and in some places in alarming numbers. There's been a lot of grey kittens turning up as well 
as lots of adults and in areas where they have not been seen for quite some months. This resurgence has 
been the biggest I've seen for years however; it has been quelled and numbers are slowing down again. It's 
very good news on the red front as I'm seeing lots of young reds in all areas and hopefully it's been a great 
breeding season for them and their populations will be on the increase. 

 

David - P&DRSG Red Squirrel Ranger - Caldbeck/Dalston area 

Grey squirrels are opportunistic characters and dispersing juveniles and wandering adults can quickly exploit 
vacant habitat where rangers have previously undertaken control measures. Itinerant Squirrels present a 
problem because you donôt know when and where they will turn up. This puts great demands on Rangers to 
constantly ówatch their backsô by visiting woods time and time again. Whereas it is of benefit to receive 
casual Grey sighting information from the public, regular reports from reliable sources are gold dust in terms 
of time management. Helpers who report not only sightings but activity at feeders, checking cameras and 
traps are priceless. It can be very onerous when trapping in Red squirrel country and traps need checking at 
least twice a day. This year I have been fortunate to recruit helpers who have done all these things and my 
network has grown considerably. Again, fund raiser effort, landowner and farmer cooperation has been 

brilliant. Red squirrel sightings have been good but I currently have 2 pox outbreaks to contend with. 

Gary - P&DRSG Red Squirrel Ranger - Upper Eden Valley area 

This year started off fairly quiet but the greyôs seem to be reappearing again now, mainly in the Stainmore 
and Brough area but there is good news around concerning the red population. I have seen over 130 reds 
this year with only one case of squirrel pox virus. People have been ringing me to say they have seen or got 
red squirrels in their garden for the first time and others reporting returning reds in over five years. There 
are lots of different ways that people in my area can get involved with the protection of the red squirrel; you 
can become a subscribing member of P&DRSG or maybe you run a group which could possibly hold a fund 
raising event? 

 

Joe - P&DRSG Red Squirrel Ranger - Ullswater area 

Starting from June 19th from the capable hand of Christian and having spent as many days as possible with 
him leading up to the start date; learning the ropes, area etc., June was a busy month removing young and 
old greys across the Ullswater Valley. On the other hand, the reds are still doing very well with sightings of 
both mature and immature reds in areas where they haven't been seen in years; this paying tribute to 
Christians hard work and dedication. I look forward to meeting/working with many of you over the coming 
months and keeping this area RED.  

 

John - P&DRSG Red Squirrel Ranger - Northern Eden Valley area 

Spring got off to a slow start as far as trapping goes with greys not too keen to use the traps however the 
thermal imager did a great job, enabling me to spot and shoot greys. May saw a big increase in grey 
sightings and culls throughout the Northern Eden Valley and they became easier to trap too! On a positive 
note; I am feeding more reds than last year and also seeing the odd red kitten. Grey sightings were down in 
June compared with May so fingers crossed for that continuing. Iôve had no reports of squirrel pox for some 
time now. Many thanks to landowners for your cooperation and to all the volunteers for your help and 
support, it is very much appreciated. 

 

Jerry - Center Parcs Red Squirrel Ranger - Whinfell area 

Spring was steady away with a few grey sightings here and there in my area. Reds doing well in places and 
Whinfell is seeing a few more reds turning up including kittens being seen. I have also seen red kittens in 
many of the other woodlands I visit and monitor. Late Spring into early Summer; grey squirrel sightings took 
off and has kept me very busy around my feeding areas and with trapping. Certain areas have turned into 
hot spots but I think I am now turning the corner on them. Natural food is starting to come into the equation 
now and only time will tell in seeing what news the Autumn and Winter brings. 

This years figures to date (June 2017) compared with the same six month period last year shows a 16% 

increase in red squirrel sightings and a 50% decrease in squirrel pox cases, fantastic news!   Reds are in-

creasing their range across our area (see our óred mapô for JanðJune 2017 over page) 
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      All our Rangersô areas have reds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you see any squirrels donôt delay,    

contact your area Ranger today!                                                              

Andrew   07983 459918                         

silverhodge@hotmail.com  

David    07542 191865  

dec@davidcowen.co.uk 

Gary      07974 788434               

garymurphy2408@btinternet.com 

Joe  07388 831150                       

jtaylforth@hotmail.co.uk          

John     07841 449648  

john.lisle@btinternet.com 

Jerry     07736 779965                   

jmossjerry@aol.com 

Matthew  07949 366334              

mstuart86@hotmail.com                                 
(RSNE Ranger, Greystoke)       

To report any squirrel sightings outside the 

P&DRSGôs area, please report to 

www.northernredsquirrels.org.uk  



 

 

Siba Contracts 

Here at P&DRSG, we are 
very fortunate to have the 
support of Siba Contracts 
who have kindly spon-
sored the costs of some 
materials for making 
feeders.  

 

  

Production Line 

Once the materials arrive; itôs a very busy time 

for the Rangers on the óproduction line!ô  

 

Feeding & monitoring 
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Feeding & Monitoring 

Red squirrels need to eat all year round to ensure they sur-
vive and thrive. We help by providing them with supplemen-
tary feed which costs the group approximately Ã4000 per 
year.  

We would be delighted to hear from anyone who would be 
willing to sponsor these costs; Please get in touch with Julie, 
our P&DRSG Administrator (contact details below), if you can 
help with this.   

 

Feeding the reds also helps with monitoring activi-
ties which is an essential component of the Rangersô 
work.  

Monitoring cameras are located at feeding stations 
which provide valuable information on squirrel 
health, use and visiting times.  

 

 

The monitoring work also alerts the Rangers to any feeder 
visits from grey squirrel incursion which allows for their 
prompt removal to help the reds. 

  

 


