We were very sad to receive the message copied below from the wife of our President John
Willmott who died suddenly on Monday 13th October. John embodied the spirit of Grand Masters
hockey, and will be affectionately remembered for his lifelong love of hockey and everyone
associated with the game. A colourful and gregarious character he had worn many hats (and coats)
through his hockey career. Before becoming President of WGMA in 2020 he had been
commercially involved in the development of artificial pitches, worked as a volunteer with GB
hockey at the Seoul Olympics, was Chair of the Hockey Museum and had a lifetime association
with Southgate HC as player and then as Chairman and President of the club. His enjoyment of the
social side of the game led to his playing for a number of other touring clubs often being involved
in the organising of international travel and tournaments.

With this background he was the perfect person to succeed Wim van Noortwijk and Peter Child as
the 3rd President of WGMA and has been a very visible presence at all WGMA associated events
during the past six years. The successful international gatherings at Barcelona, The Hague and most
recently at Nottingham were established as a result of his enthusiasm for blending competitive
hockey with a festival atmosphere providing fun for both players and supporters.

As the main World and Federation tournaments developed into more serious international events, he
recognised the fact that it was important that Grand Masters in particular should be offered a variety
of relaxed and more social events throughout the year that could be enjoyed by both players and
their supporters.

This i1s John’s legacy to Grand Masters hockey and WGMA will continue to pursue these
objectives.

WGMA Board.
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Message from Rafia Willmott
In Loving Memory of John Willmott

"It is with great sadness that we share the news of our dear friend, loving husband and father, John
Wilmott.

John was more than just a passionate hockey player - he was a true teammate, a loyal friend and
someone who brought warmth, humour and kindness wherever he went. His love for the game
reflected his approach to life: full of energy, dedication and generosity of spirit.

We will remember John not only for his skill (or lack of) on the hockey field but for the friendships
he built and the way he inspired those around him. His presence will be deeply missed, yet his
memory will stay with us - in every story, every smile, and every match played in his honour.

Rest in peace dear friend. You will always be part of our hearts.

For any condolences please write to:

Eddington Mill House
Upper Eddington
Hungerford
RG17 OHL
Charitable donations can be made to John's organisation, '
or john@willmott.co Smarten Up Hungerford' which he was so proud of."




