Musical Styles Listening

Genre:  Rock and Roll

Sub-genres:
Doo Wop

Decade(s): 1950s

Featured instruments:

Electric Guitars

Piano

Bass 

Drums



Key artists:


Little Richard
Jerry Lee Lewis

Chuck Berry


Elvis Presley

Buddy Holly

Influenced by (other styles and artists):
Blues (“Jump Blues”)

Country

Jazz – esp Swing

An influence on:
Beatles – therefore all subsequent pop (they covered Buddy Holly, Chuck Berry etc and used Holly as template for own songwriting

Rock (Rolling Stones onwards), Punk, Motown, Heavy Metal (through Led Zep)


Musical features:
Largely blues based – esp 12 bar patterns but sped up and played with amplified instruments.

Guitar or piano instrumental breaks. Perhaps saxophone 

Lyrics about sex or lyrics about sex disguised by seeming to be about dancing or coded with nonsense lyrics (Tutti Frutti, A Wop Bam a Loo Bop etc.)

Boogie Woogie rhythm with emphasised back beat (on the snare)

Music Technology features:
Few due to era. 

Listen out for mono recordings – or early stereo. 

Amplified – occasionally overdriven guitars. 

Slapback echo (short but prominent delay) used on vocals

Associated cultural phenomena (fashion, youth movements etc.):





The birth of popular music as we know it. The first time that teenagers were the prime consumers/target of the music industry – and the associated rebellion that went with this. Rock and Roll was seen to be a degenerate music that would corrupt teenagers. A mixture and cross breeding between “black” and “white” musics that would inform popular music to the present.








