Musical Styles Listening

Genre: Reggae


Sub-genres:
Ska



80s Ska (Two-tone)
Dub

Rocksteady

Dancehall

Reggae 


Ragga
etc…

Decade(s):1950s – present (Reggae late 60s – present)

Featured instruments:

Electric Guitars

Bass Guitar

Drums


Brass/Horns


Organ 

Key artists:


Ska – Prince Buster, Toots and the Maytals

Dub

Rocksteady – Desmond Dekker, Jimmy Cliff

Lee “Scratch” Perry

Reggae – Bob Marley, Aswad

2-Tone – Specials, Selecter

Influenced by (other styles and artists):
US R&B/Soul (as heard over the radio)

Jamaican Independence

Latin American dance/rhythm styles

Rastafarianism

African “griot” storytelling tradition

Indigenous Caribbean music  

An influence on:
Huge influence on pop culture/pop music

Ska versions of rock music with fast offbeat guitar still common

Hip Hop / Modern Dancehall

Punk was sometimes closely linked with Reggae (esp Clash)


Musical features:
Heavy emphasis on the offbeat 

A lowering of tempo as music moves from the more party-influenced Ska to the often heavily politicised Reggae

Distinct and prominent bass lines

Tuneful rousing choruses

Extra horns/brass or organ are common

Music Technology features:
As much Ska and Rocksteady will have been recorded on the cheap in Jamaican studios, the production is often unfussy and raw – although this is not to say it is always rough and ready as the musicians are often highly skilled.

Once Reggae develops in the 1970s and producers such as Lee “Scratch” Perry begin experimenting with delay effects and mixing “dub” versions with the bass and drums dominating the mix, Dub Reggae has become one of the most experimental pop genres in terms of music technology. As much as any other genre, Dub pioneered the use of the studio as an instrument with heavy use of effects (delay, reverb), processed sounds, strongly EQ’d bass sounds and playing around with the ability to drop certain instruments out of the mix to play with the texture.

Finally, the bouncing of instruments onto spare tracks to free up space for more instruments/effects caused the deterioration of the recording. This partly creates the murky sound of Dub. For the most beautiful example of this search out Heart of the Congos by The Congos

Associated cultural phenomena (fashion, youth movements etc.):





Jamaican Independence in the 1960s sped up the conscious evolution of Ska (often just a version of US R&B with a heavier offbeat) into the slower, more heavily politicised, bass heavy and strongly offbeat styles of reggae. 


This development was further aided by the high cost of imported records meaning that Jamaican artists made their own cheaper records which had the mark of other influences (see above)








