Musical Styles Listening

Genre: Heavy Metal

Sub-genres:
Hard rock





Nu-Metal

Thrash Metal






Glam Metal/Hair Metal/Cock Rock

Many more: funk-metal, rap-metal etc

Decade(s): LATE 1960s or 1970s - present

Featured instruments:

Guitars, guitars and guitars

Bass guitar

Drums 


Vocals


Keyboards (rarer but depending on sub-genre)

Key artists:


70s Rock/Metal
80s Classic Metal
Thrash
Glam

Black Sabbath
Judas Priest

Metallica
Guns n Roses

Led Zeppelin
Iron Maiden

Slayer
Motley Crue

Deep Purple
Dio





Van Halen






Nu-Metal – Korn, System of a Down

Influenced by (other styles and artists):
Certain individual songs from 60s (see Folder in Resources Drive)

Psychedelic Rock
Classical (normally late Romantic) Music

Blues Rock


Glam Rock

US Garage Rock

An influence on:
Heavy Metal is a living genre – so thrives today in related forms. 

Pop music was heavily influenced by Metal in the 1980s to the point where the US charts were largely filled with bands influenced by Kiss/Van Halen


Musical features:
Gruff shouted vocals or high pitched screamed vocals. Supposed to be sinister, frightening or sometimes even sexy, not silly like glam rock.

Hard hitting drums

Sometimes in heavier metal (thrash etc.) more complex structures and time signatures

Fast, virtuosic solos (most often guitars but also bass, keyboards and drums)

Twin electric guitars (often harmonising melodic lines in 3rds) or one playing “lead” and one playing “rhythm”

Lyrics about war, violence in society, murder or fantasy/sci-fi OR in hard rock/glam metal about sex

Guitars often detuned

Double kick drum pedal used to achieve super-fast drum rhythms

Use of “sinister” sounding intervals (e.g. tritone/diminished 5th, or semitone – beginning of Phrygian mode – white notes beginning on E, starts with semitone)

Palm-muted guitar technique
Music Technology features:
Heavily distorted/overdriven electric guitars

Feedback used as effect

Often highly compressed to achieve thick, crunchy sound with instruments blended together

Drums produced as bass-heavy

Guitars and bass with low EQ boosted to achieve “heavier” sound

Flange often applied to guitar (listen to Van Halen for examples of this)

Effects (delay, distortion, extreme chorus) on vocals to make them sound more sinister 

Associated cultural phenomena (fashion, youth movements etc.):





Originally long hair, social outcast/biker theme – slowly replaced by middle class kids wanting to have a rebellious phase





Glam/Hard Rock – make-up, big hair, spandex, outrageous clothes (see Poison)





Outrageous behaviour (see Led Zeppelin, Motley Crue, Spinal Tap…)





Themes of fantasy, science fiction or war








