Musical Styles Listening

Genre: Blues 

Sub-genres:
Country Blues

Chicago Blues

British Blues

Blues  Rock

Decade(s): 1920s - present

Featured instruments:

Guitar (early Blues & Country Blues often just one singer with guitar)

Slide/bottleneck guitar (esp Country Blues) 

Electric guitar, bass guitar and drums (from Chicago Blues onwards) 

Harmonica



Piano 

(Hammond) Organ in British Blues/Blues Rock

Key artists:


Early Blues – Robert Johnson, 


Country Blues

Chicago Blues – Muddy Waters, BB King

British Blues – Yardbirds, Rolling Stones
Blues Rock

Influenced by (other styles and artists):
Country

Jazz

Spirituals

An influence on:
Rock and Roll - Most subsequent Rock music inc. Heavy Metal

Jazz, Rhythm & Blues, Soul, R&B

Blues filters into all kinds of popular music. The influence can be plainly seen in modern music from sampling (Moby) to singers like Amy Winehouse 


Musical features:
12 Bar Blues (I   I   I   I,   IV   IV   I   I,   V   IV   I   I)

Other simple chord progressions primarily using chords I, IV and V

The Blues Scale

Call and Response between the vocal and lead instrument

Piano, guitar, harmonica solo passages

Lyrics about poverty, lost love

Emotive singing style – sometimes highly melismatic ‘wailing’ style

Music Technology features:
Early Blues will be scratchy mono wax cylinder recordings. There will be a lot of surface noise, poor separation of instruments as the musician(s) would be gathered around a single recorder

Electric instruments introduced in the 1940s/1950s with Chicago Blues

Recording quality will be vastly improved from post war onwards (1945+)

Little use of effects apart from distortion on electric guitars from Chicago Blues onwards

Associated cultural phenomena (fashion, youth movements etc.):





The practice of cultural exchange between black and white musicians:





The Blues began as a mixture of styles from Europe, America and Africa and was then passed backwards and forwards across the Atlantic by many people (BB King, Rolling Stones, Chuck Berry, Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, Led Zeppelin) bending it into different styles influenced by the Blues








