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Introduction to species rich meadows

Strategies for creation and maintenance

Case studies



A brief history of meadows



A brief history of meadows - continued





Species rich grasslands are very diverse 



What creates the differences

Soil type

Historical 
Management 

Microclimate

Å pH/underlying rock
Å Moisture/Water table
Å Organic mater
Å Particulates

Å Aspect
Å Altitude
Å Rainfall/Flooding
Å Latitude
Å Exposure

Å Cultivation
Å Grazing
Å Mowing
Å Chemical applications
Å Atmospheric nutrient 

deposition



Meadows are not just about the plants



Meadows only persist if they are manged
These guys are good at doing it



But often we have to use this instead



When to mow a 
meadow

o



Biodiversity Enhancement



Creating meadows



Case study 1 and 2 - Northeast Hertfordshire



Furneux 
Pelham 1 
June 2002



ɆJuly 2002



ɆJune 2006



June 2009



June 2011



Pyramidal Orchid 
2013

Bee Orchid 
2011

Common Spotted Orchid
 2006



Marbled White
2015

(Appeared from  
2011)



Chalk Hill Blue 2013Brown Argus 2009


