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LETTER FROM THE
CO- PRESIDENT

Founder and manager of Olympe
Adama Sira Le Blay

For our Network, 2024 was another year full of exciting
events, important opportunities, as well as significant
political changes that will, in the long run, have
significant implications for migrant and refugee
women and girls in Europe and globally. Despite the
challenges, ENOMW has grown stronger and more
determined the last year, once again proving the
collective  resilience and creativity of migrant women. 

Externally, 2024 saw several important changes in the global political landscape. In Europe, the
European Parliament elections resulted in the consolidation of the far right parties at the EU
level. The EU parliament being a co-legislator in the EU, without a doubt, this risks to have
harmful impact on most disadvantaged groups, including migrant and refugee women and
their families. The new EU parliament will oversee the implementation of such key instruments,
as the Asylum and Migration Pact and the EU directive on violence against women, both
adopted in 2024.  
The migration pact, in particular, has been widely criticised by human rights organisations,
however, not many analysed it from a women’s rights perspective - a unique angle on migration
and asylum policies that ENOMW offers. Our network concluded that the Pact is particularly
damaging for women, both those seeking asylum in Europe and those arriving for family
unification or work. In the coming years, we will monitor its implementation which will be done in
challenging circumstances of an increased undermining of human rights of women and
refugees in Europe. This trend is not limited to Europe, as we also saw the election of  several far
right leaders in other states, most significantly the US. At the same time, we also saw worrying
developments in what many see as “progressive” settings: for example, Belgium fully legalised
pimping in 2024. As an abolitionist network, we know this will have a devastating impact on
migrant women overrepresented in prostitution, leading to the increase in trafficking and
exploitation. Together with our members, we are prepared to challenge this harmful legislation.
Despite the setbacks, we also witnessed significant victories in 2024. The EU Court of Justice
issued a landmakr ruling recognising persecution of women because of our sex as a sufficient
ground for asylum. The European court of human rights ruled that the Nordic model on
prostitution does not violate the European convention on human rights. During 2024, we
managed to secure an important 4 year project, RIZA, that will support, through funding and
capacity building, almost 100 grassroots NGOs working with migrant women. We launched the
first in Europe case-law database on migrant women’s rights. We also teamed up with leading
women’s rights organisations to establish a new global platform on women’s rights.  This means,
we are entering the new period equipped with new tools and strategies which we will put to the
best use in the coming years, making sure they truly serve migrant women and girls.
These achievements would not be possible without the efforts of our dedicated staff, our board,
and our members. We are truly grateful for their commitment to our network and broader
values on women’s human rights that ENOMW embodies. Collectively, we will continue to
advocate for the dignity, rights and freedoms of migrant women. And we invite all our partners
and allies to join us in these efforts. 
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A major breakthrough in 2024 came with the successful conclusion of the trilogue
negotiations on the revision of the EU Anti-Trafficking Directive, a pivotal moment for
the protection of victims, especially migrant women, who remain among the most
affected by trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation, forced marriage, and
surrogacy. 
Throughout the process, the European Network of Migrant Women was actively
engaged in shaping and advocating for a feminist, victim-centred, and human
rights-based approach. Working within the Brussels’ Call coalition and in close
partnership with CAP International, ENOMW consistently highlighted the need for
stronger EU measures to address demand, protect victims, and recognise the
multiple and intersecting forms of exploitation disproportionately targeting migrant
women and girls. 

Year’s Highlight: A Milestone in
European Anti-Trafficking Legislation

For the first time, the purchase of
sexual  acts is addressed in the
directive, with a mention in the recitals
encouraging Member States to
discourage this practice. 
Maternity exploitation through
surrogacy, along with forced marriage
and illegal adoption, is now officially
recognised as a form of trafficking. 
The digital dimension of trafficking is
directly addressed, including
recognition of non-consensual image
sharing as an aggravating factor, a
critical development in the fight
against online exploitation. 
The digital dimension of trafficking is
directly addressed, including
recognition of non-consensual image
sharing as an aggravating factor, a
critical development in the fight
against online exploitation. 

Thanks to coordinated advocacy efforts, the revised directive includes
several major advances: 

Victims’ rights have been
substantially reinforced: they will no
longer be forced to choose between
applying for a residence permit and
seeking international protection; 
The directive mandates the creation
of specialised anti-trafficking units,
national coordination mechanisms,
and anti-trafficking action plans

This revised directive stands as a
testament to what sustained, strategic
feminist advocacy can achieve. ENOMW
is proud to have contributed to this
legislative milestone and will continue to
monitor its implementation to ensure
that migrant women, so often targeted
and overlooked, are truly protected,
supported, and empowered. 
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Year’s Highlight: Mobilising for the 2024
European Parliament Elections – A Feminist
Call to Action
The 2024 European Parliament elections marked a pivotal moment for the future of
women’s rights and democracy in Europe. For migrant women, whose voices remain
underrepresented in political decision-making, this democratic exercise was not only
symbolic, but it was also essential. The European Network of Migrant Women
(ENoMW) mobilised across Europe to bring our realities and demands to the forefront
of the electoral debate, calling for a Europe of justice, equality, and dignity for all
women. 
In the months leading up to the elections, ENOMW launched its political manifesto
“Towards a Europe of Justice, Equality and Dignity for All Women”. This manifesto
articulated key feminist demands, ranging from economic justice and protection
from male violence to political participation, human-rights based migration
systems, and equitable funding structures. It was widely disseminated among civil
society allies, media, policymakers, and European candidates, urging a feminst
transformation of EU policies. 

Read our Manifesto for the 2024 European 
Parliament Elections: TOWARDS A EUROPE OF
JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND DIGNITY FOR ALL WOMEN 

In May 2024, ENoMW organised a major public event in
Paris, in collaboration with member organisations Olympe,
Osez le Féminisme!, and Forum Femmes Méditerranée, and
in the context of the EU-funded project AGENCY. Set
against the backdrop of the elections, the event convened
feminist organisations and EU election candidates for a
cross-party debate on the future of women’s rights in
Europe. From confronting sexual exploitation to defending
feminist values, candidates were directly questioned by
activists and migrant women.
Online, ENoMW amplified its message through the #VoteWithHer campaign, also
integrated within the EU-funded AGENCY project. We launched a series of videos
featuring women from across Europe sharing why they vote for women’s rights - and
why others must do the same. The campaign was complemented by interactive
Instagram Lives and Twitter Spaces, providing platforms for migrant women and
feminist activists to exchange on political participation and the issues that matter
most. 

https://usercontent.one/wp/www.migrantwomennetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/TOWARDS-A-EUROPE-OF-JUSTICE-EQUALITY-AND-DIGNITY-FOR-ALL-WOMEN-1.pdf?media=1745506972
https://usercontent.one/wp/www.migrantwomennetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/TOWARDS-A-EUROPE-OF-JUSTICE-EQUALITY-AND-DIGNITY-FOR-ALL-WOMEN-1.pdf?media=1745506972


Crucially, ENoMW also took stock of the past five years of EU policy, celebrating key
achievements such as the EU accession to the Istanbul Convention, the adoption of
the new directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence and
the adoption of the abolitionist resolution on prostitution, while critically highlighting
missed opportunities and setbacks, including the alarming consequences of the new
Migration and Asylum Pact, and the lack of key dispositions in the directive on
combating violence against women and domestic violence. These reflections
informed the Network’s vision for the next mandate and a renewed push for policy
change. 
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Read ENoMW’s Statement: TAKING STOCK: 5 YEARS
OF CONQUESTS AND MISSED OPPORTUNITIES FOR
MIGRANT WOMEN IN THE EU - TAKING STOCK: 5
YEARS OF CONQUESTS AND MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MIGRANT WOMEN IN THE EU - European
Network of Migrant Women

As the dust of the elections settles, ENoMW reaffirms its
resolve: we will continue to fight for a European Union that
upholds the rights, voices, and dignity of all women - with
migrant women at its core. 

We urge EU institutions and newly elected MEPs to build on our feminist vision and
ensure migrant women are no longer the political afterthought, but a driving force
for Europe’s future. 

https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/06/19/takingstock/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/06/19/takingstock/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/06/19/takingstock/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/06/19/takingstock/
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Year’s Highlight: A Historic Decision of the
European Court of Human Rights, A Legal
Victory for all Migrant Women and Girls
across Europe

In a groundbreaking decision that marks a turning point in the fight against sexual
exploitation, the European Court of Human Rights issued a landmark ruling in the
case of M.A. and Others v. France (Applications nos. 63664/19 and 4 others), affirming
the compatibility of the French abolitionist model with human rights. This decision
upholds the criminalisation of the purchase of sexual acts alongside the provision of
support to people in prostitution, recognising it as a legitimate and necessary
measure to combat sexual exploitation and trafficking. 
This ruling is especially significant for migrant women, who are disproportionately
represented among victims of the prostitution system across Europe and face
intersecting vulnerabilities linked to racism, precarity, and legal insecurity.
It reaffirms the responsibility of States to take decisive action to reduce demand for
sexual exploitation, and to protect victims - not criminalise them.



The European Network of Migrant Women played a role in bringing visibility to this
case and its wider implications for the rights of the most marginalised women.
ENOMW amplified survivor voices, disseminated legal and policy analysis, and
mobilised political and civil society support across Europe. Crucially, ENOMW’s
French member organisation Osez le Féminisme led a coalition of European
organisations in submitting a third-party intervention to the Court. This intervention
was explicitly referenced in the ruling and helped shape the Court’s understanding of
the realities of prostitution and the protective intent of the abolitionist framework. 
This victory is a testament to the power of feminist solidarity and legal advocacy
across borders. ENOMW is proud to have contributed to this historic achievement
and now calls on all European States to follow France’s example by adopting an
abolitionist model that centres victims’ rights and dismantles systems of exploitation. 
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Year’s Highlight: Advancing Women’s Rights
through the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rights 

In 2024, the European Network of
Migrant Women made a significant
contribution to feminist legal
advocacy with the release of a report
on the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rights, offering a long-overdue
women’s rights perspective on this
essential legal instrument. While the
Charter enshrines principles such as
equality between women and men
(Article 23) and non-discrimination
(Article 21), migrant women in Europe
continue to face systemic obstacles
that prevent them from fully enjoying
these rights.

Produced in the framework of the
FULFIL Project co-funded by the
European Union, this report was
developed in collaboration with
partners from France, Italy, Portugal
and across Europe: OLYMPE, PAROLIN,
IROKO, Association against Femicide,
and the European Women Lawyers
Association (EWLA). It offers a
comprehensive legal analysis of the
Charter’s history, scope, and practical
applicability, while identifying critical
gaps and barriers that
disproportionately affect migrant
women. 
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More than a legal review, this report is a feminist tool for transformation. It provides
legal practitioners, human rights defenders and policy-makers with actionable
insights on how to use the Charter to advance substantive equality, access to
justice, and protection from discrimination and violence against women and girls. It
also proposes new interpretative angles to better address the specific realities of
migrant women and promote an inclusive application of the Charter’s principles
across all Member States. 

In October 2024, ENoMW also launched the first in Europe case-law database that
brings together the cases of fundamental rights violations of migrant and refugee
women heard before national, EU and European courts.

This public database serves as a much needed tool for legal professionals,
researchers, policymakers, and civil society organisations, the first of its kind in
Europe. It centralises and classifies jurisprudence related to key rights such as
protection from violence, access to residence and asylum, family life, healthcare,
and non-discrimination. By shedding light on systemic barriers and highlighting legal
gaps, the database reinforces strategic litigation efforts and strengthens advocacy
for policy reform across the EU. It also empowers migrant and refugee women’s
organisations to document and monitor violations and engage more effectively in
rights-based advocacy.

https://www.womensrightsdatabase.eu

https://www.womensrightsdatabase.eu/


A defining moment of 2024 was the European
Commission’s selection of the RIZA project, a
bold initiative led by the European Network of
Migrant Women. Set to be implemented from
2025 to 2028, RIZA, which means “root” in Greek,
represents a major investment in the
democratic, social, and human rights
potential of migrant and refugee women
across Europe.  
At its heart, RIZA is a programme aimed at empowering grassroots civil society
organisations (CSOs) working with and for women of migrant background. Co-
implemented with long-standing partners and members of ENoMW Foundation
Pangea (Italy), Monika – Multicultural Women’s Association (Finland), and Melissa
Network (Greece), the project will support 99 small-scale organisations across all EU
Member States through three regranting cycles, combining direct financial support
with tailored capacity-building. 
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Year’s Highlight: Successful application for
the RIZA Project – Rooting EU Values in
Migrant Women’s Leadership

Too often, the EU’s core values, human
dignity, equality, democracy, and
human rights, remain inaccessible to the
most marginalised, in particular migrant
women and girls. RIZA seeks to change
this by putting grassroots feminist
actors at the centre of restoring and
upholding these principles where they
are needed most: in communities where
migrant women face intersecting forms
of discrimination, isolation, and
underfunding. RIZA is a strategic feminist
intervention into the European civic
space. 
It places migrant women’s leadership,
local engagement, and democratic
participation at the heart of EU value
promotion, addressing the widening gap
between EU rights on paper and rights in
practice. 

With the first call for applications
opening in September 2025, ENOMW will
mobilise its vast network and partners to
ensure that the funding reaches those
doing vital frontline work, particularly in
contexts with little to no support. RIZA
embodies ENoMW’s long-standing
mission: to root power in the hands of
migrant women and their organisations,
ensuring that Europe’s future is shaped
by those who know best what inclusion,
equality, and justice truly mean. 
Grassroots Power. European Values.
Women’s Leadership. RIZA aims to mark
a new chapter for ENoMW, its member
organisations, and migrant women and
girls across the EU.



Advocacy in Action: Fighting in Decision-
Making Spaces for the Rights, Dignity,
and Freedoms of Migrant Women and
Girls 

10.
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In 2024, the European Network of
Migrant Women (ENoMW) has
continued to assert its voice and
influence across national,
European, and international
decision-making spaces,
fighting for a Europe where
migrant women’s rights are
respected, protected, and
fulfilled. Through a dynamic mix
of advocacy, legal interventions,
policy consultations, and
coalition-building, we have
strategically intervened to
ensure that migrant women’s
lived experiences and expertise
shape the future of laws,
policies, and political discourse. 
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Shaping European Legislation on VAWG

Two major legislative instruments were adopted by the European Parliament in 2024:
the revised Anti-Trafficking Directive and the Directive on Violence Against Women
and Domestic Violence. ENOMW was actively involved in both legislative processes,
advocating alongside partners for strong measures that reflect the specific
realities of migrant women. 
 
The new directive on Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence
includes minimum standards for prosecuting crimes such as female genital
mutilation and forced marriage, which disproportionately affect migrant girls and
women. This marks an important step in recognising some of the specific forms of
violence faced by our communities. However, the directive notably omits key issues
such as rape, the exploitation of prostitution, and pornography - serious gaps that
we have forcefully and consistently criticised throughout the legislative process.
These omissions undermine the ambition of the directive and risk leaving many
women and girls without adequate protection. 

ENoMW’s sustained advocacy, grounded in the lived realities of migrant and
refugee women, played a key role in shaping this legislation. Our efforts were
formally acknowledged in an official letter of thanks from MEP Frances Fitzgerald,
the European Parliament rapporteur for the directive. We remain actively engaged
to ensure that the implementation of this directive is not only legally sound, but also
feminist and survivor-centred.

Read our Analysis of the new Directive on
Combating Violence against Women and
Domestic Violence: ENOMW Statement on the EU
Directive on Violence against Women - European
Network of Migrant Women 

One shared crime between the two instruments is forced
marriage, a reality too often overlooked in Europe. ENoMW
has called for urgent recognition and action, especially
given the disproportionate impact on our member
communities. 

https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/02/27/enomw-statement-on-the-eu-directive-on-violence-against-women/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/02/27/enomw-statement-on-the-eu-directive-on-violence-against-women/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/02/27/enomw-statement-on-the-eu-directive-on-violence-against-women/


Confronting Institutional Failures and Advancing
Existing Human Rights Standards 
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Read our Statement on Forced Marriage: Forced
Marriage: a European Crime EU States Must Take
Seriously - European Network of Migrant Women 

In 2024, ENOMW continued to hold institutions accountable: we made formal
submissions to the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and Girls and
the UN Human Rights Council, calling for stronger action against prostitution,
challenging harmful narratives, and defending the integrity of human rights
mechanisms. We also supported the members of our group of Afghan Women, whose
powerful submission to the UNSRVAWG exposed systematic exploitation and
abandonment in refugee settings. We participated in a CEDAW session briefing the
committee on the human rights abuses in surrogacy and we delivered an intervention
on behalf of a feminist coalition of NGOs at the 56  UN Human Rights council session. th

Endorsed by 220 CSOs, we submitted a formal letter to the UN Human Rights Council
demanding to hold the UN Working Group on discrimination against women
accountable for their failure to uphold the human rights of women not to be subjected
to the exploitation of prostitution.  Together with 14 platforms of NGOs led, we
addressed a letter to the UN Human Rights Council Coordinating Committee, raising
alarm over breaches of the Code of Conduct by the UN Special Rapporteur on the
right to health, reinforcing the importance of impartiality in global human rights
mandates. 

Forced marriage has been a subject of advocacy for many
of our members, and we were pleased to see the recognition
of this crime affecting primarily migrant women in two EU
instruments, the Anti-Trafficking and VAWG Directives. To
highlight this, we issues a statement analysing the ways
forced marriage should be addressed at national level by
applying the new reinforced framework offered by the two
directives.

https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/04/25/forced-marriage-european-crime/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/04/25/forced-marriage-european-crime/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2024/04/25/forced-marriage-european-crime/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGHIJYpe77c
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2023/10/13/lettertoohchr/


Advocacy at High-Level Forums 

Throughout the year, ENOMW has taken part in multiple
EU-level spaces, bringing grassroots and survivor-led
perspectives to the heart of policy: 

At the EU Anti-Trafficking Platform, ENOMW
emphasised the importance of addressing abuse of
power by traffickers and sex buyers, not just
vulnerability of victims, and brought to the frontstage
the under-reported exploitation of Ukrainian women. 
During the EU Parliament’s event on Trafficking and
Digitalisation, we exposed the industrial scale of
online and filmed prostitution, drawing attention to
the disproportionate impact on migrant and racialised
women and the urgent need for concrete legislative
action. 
At the 9th EU Migration Forum, our board member
Blessing Okoedion spoke out against the overlooking
of women in the new EU Asylum and Migration Pact,
warning that migrant women’s needs remain
dangerously invisible in European asylum and
integration frameworks. 

Increased Political Influence and Visibility

We were honoured to be nominated for the Vigdís Prize for Women’s
Empowerment, with endorsements from Members of the European Parliament,
national equality bodies, and feminist leaders across Europe, a testament to our
credibility and impact. 
Our participation in key political spaces continued through events such as the
Commission on the Status of Women CSW68  and the European Left’s Summer
University, where we called for systemic changes in migration, labour, and family
reunification policies to uphold the rights and dignity of migrant women.

We actively continue our collaboration with the
European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA). We
contributed to the 2025 Asylum Report of the EUAA,
highlighting systemic barriers in asylum processes and
advocating for stronger protections for migrant
women. As a member of the EUAA Consultative Forum,
we provided extensive feedback on the development
of the training module Managing Gender-Based
Violence Cases, which will be used to train
professionals working as asylum case workers.  
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In December 2024, our network was among several
NGOs selected by the European Parliament to
participate in the European Parliament’s ceremony
of the  Sakharov Prize Freedom of Thought Award,
where we had a possibility to exchange with the
global dissidents, including the feminist
organisations from Israel and Palestine working
jointly for the peace in the region.
In May 2024, we participated in the global congress
of the Coalition Abolition of Prostitution in Canada,
where our  Co President Noura Raad presented our
analysis of the system of prostitution and abuses
migrant women suffer in it in Europe. 
We also took part in the event on violence against
women in Italy, co-organised by our member
Pangea Foundation. This side event, convened at
the margins of the G7 summit of Gender Equality
Ministers,  brought together the leading experts
and jurists on VAWG to produce a list of political
demands towards the G7 leaders.
In Belgium, in collaboration with the national
agency on the reception of asylum seekers Fedasil,
ENoMW screened Mothers of the World during the
International Refugee Day. We also delivered a
training on Afghan refugees to the Fedasil’s staff.

From EU directives to UN consultations, from Brussels to international platforms,
ENoMW has been present, vocal, and relentless. We do not speak on behalf of
migrant women, we amplify their voices, experiences, and leadership, fighting for a
Europe where every woman, no matter her status, origin, or story, can live free,
equal, and in dignity.



Our European Projects: Supporting
Migrant Women’s Rights in the EU 15.
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In 2024, the European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW) continued to lead
and contribute to several ambitious European projects. Through research,
advocacy, capacity-building, and participatory initiatives, we ensure that
migrant women’s rights remain at the core of Europe’s human rights agenda. 

Co-funded by the EU’s Asylum, Migration and
Integration Fund (AMIF) and coordinated by
Eurocities, the CONSOLIDATE project brings
together ENoMW, MigrationWork, and 12
European cities to strengthen local migration
governance.  In the project, ENoMW leads a
training session on women-centred approaches
within local integration strategies

CONSOLIDATE – Collaborating with
European Municipalities to Implement
Women-Centered Integration Strategy

and takes part in nine peer-review visits across participating European cities. During
these visits, we contribute our expertise on migrant women’s rights, identify gaps in
existing integration practices, and formulate concrete recommendations, while also
providing tailored resources and support to help cities put them into action. We are
also working closely with an Advisory Board composed of member organisations -
Por Ti Mujer, Ukrainian Women in Greece, Weavers of Hope, Oasis, and the Finnish
Syrian Friendship Association - to provide continuous expert feedback. 
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WORDPLACES –  Building Inclusive
Workplaces for Migrant Women

Worldplaces, funded by the European Union’s
Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF), is
coordinated by Quid (Italy) in partnership with the
European Network of Migrant Women (EU/Belgium), 

Impact Hub (Global/Austria), Generation 2.0 (Greece), SPEAK (Portugal), and the
University of Vigo (Spain). The project aimeds to foster the economic integration of
migrant women across the EU. 

On 20 June 2024, to mark World Refugee Day, the European Network of Migrant
Women, with the support of Quid, hosted a vibrant event in Brussels at Au Bassin. The
day was filled with discussions, interactive workshops, and activities designed by 

and for migrant women. The event showcased the inspiring achievements and
impactful results of Worldplaces across Italy, Portugal, Greece, Belgium, Austria, and
Spain. Nearly 100 participants joined the celebration, creating a dynamic space for
exchange, empowerment, and community building.



The project included: 
A training programme for over 500 legal professionals, 100 migrant women, and 50
CSOs; 
A feminist legal report on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights; 
And Europe’s first case-law database on violations of migrant women’s rights,
launched at the European Parliament in October 2024. 

in 2024, we completed FULFIL, the EU funded
project we are proud to have coordinated  with
partners in France, Italy, Portugal, and across
Europe. FULFIL is dedicated to capacity-building
of legal professionals, CSOs, and migrant
women in relation to the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights. 

1 7

FULFIL – Legal Empowerment and Access to
Justice

AGENCY –  Vote with her

Funded by the European Parliament and launched in the
run-up to the 2024 EU elections, AGENCY brought together
10 member organisations of ENoMW and almost 60
migrant women in 14 EU countries to foster political
participation and leadership.



HUMMINGBIRD –  Migration Research with a
Feminist Lens
Through our participation in the
HUMMINGBIRD project, ENoMW contributed to
the collection of qualitative data through in-
depth interviews and focus groups.

The project outcomes led to the publication of two key documents: a policy brief
titled Undocumented Migrant Women in Europe in the Post-COVID Period: Cases of
Ireland, Malta and Poland and EU-wide Implications, and a country report entitled
Journey of Resilience: Migrant Women's Experiences in Transit, Refugee
Camps/Centres, and Host Countries of Spain, Italy, Belgium and Germany. 
As always, we involved our members at various stages of the project. The Polish
Migration Forum, Migrant Women Association Malta, and AkiDwA—brought into the
project as affiliated entities—contributed research and information to the policy brief.
La Voix des Femmes, Aura Women, and several of our individual members supported
the data collection for the country report. 
At the HUMMINGBIRD Final Event in May 2024, alongside showcasing the Agency: Vote
With Her exhibition, our Research and Outreach Lead, Frohar Poya, presented the
project’s findings. We also invited our members Salome Mbugua (AkiDwA) and Emma
Gooding (Oasis) to speak as guest speakers. They offered powerful insights into
migrant women’s experiences and strongly advocated for policy reform.  

www.votewithher.eu

Through online trainings and in-person bootcamps, participants developed critical
civic skills and launched their own PHOTOVOICE campaigns, exhibitions, and events.
The project’s website continues to spotlight the change-makers' initiatives that are
amplifying migrant women's political voices and driving community-level
mobilisation across Europe. 
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Self-representation is a core feminist principle at the heart of ENoMW’s work. We
believe migrant women must not only be consulted but must lead the conversations
that shape the policies affecting their lives. In 2024, we made strides to ensure that
migrant women’s voices were heard, recognised, and respected in Europe’s most
influential policy arenas.

Building Capacity and Opening Spaces 
for Migrant-Women Self-Representation in
High Level Policy Arenas 

On 10 December 2024, four young migrant women affiliated with ENoMW took the
stage at the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) Gender Equality Forum,
delivering a powerful panel titled Through Our Eyes: Experiences of Young Migrant
Women in the EU. Their testimonies shed light on the deep-rooted structural
inequities migrant women face, from migration procedures and labour market
access to family reunification and legal protection.
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19.

ENoMW at the EIGE Gender Equality Forum 2024 

Mina Sadat (Afghan Women's Organisation, Sweden) shared her personal journey
from Iran to Sweden, highlighting systemic barriers such as discrimination, the non-
recognition of qualifications, and challenges in language and legal integration. 
Oleksandra Novikova (Ukrainian Women Union in Greece) spoke about the precarity
of residency rights, especially during the pandemic, despite over a decade of
contributions to Greek society. 
Shamima Oshurbekova (Ismaili Cultural Association, France) addressed the lack of
support for single migrant mothers, recounting how bureaucratic obstacles forced
her to leave her baby behind in Tajikistan. 
Eglé Puidokaitè, ENoMW board member, denounced institutional violence, drawing
attention to the Hague Convention’s disproportionate impact on migrant women
fleeing abuse and the injustices of custody rulings that favour violent partners. 

This panel was accompanied by an exhibition
of photo-stories from the AGENCY: Vote With
Her project funded by the European
Parliament, showcasing the activism of
migrant women from in Spain, France, Sweden,
Belgium, Greece, Ireland, and Hungary.
Together, these visual and spoken narratives
formed a collective testimony of resilience,
leadership, and demand for change. 



Throughout the year, ENOMW also invested in strengthening the political and legal
capacity and knowledge of our members. We organised an internal webinar where
we offered a detailed analysis of the most recent EU legal developments, including: 
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Capacity-Building for Advocacy and Legal Knowledge  

The Directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence 
The revised Anti-Trafficking Directive 
The newly adopted Pact on Migration and Asylum 

This webinar provided members with a better understanding of the implications of
EU law for migrant women and offered strategic insights into how to engage with
these frameworks in their local and national contexts. It also highlighted the role
ENoMW and its members have played in shaping these legal instruments through
targeted advocacy, coalition work, and direct consultation. 

In 2024, the European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW) reinforced its
commitment to feminist universalism by expanding partnerships and engaging in
global initiatives aimed at defending women’s rights and challenging systems of
violence and exploitation across borders. From Europe, to the MENA region, to the
rest of the world, our work continues to build bridges that connect feminist
movements, center survivor voices, and shape collective strategies for justice and
equality. 

Building Capacity Across Borders to Strengthen 
International Solidarity with Women and
Girls 

20.

Founding the Women’s Platform for Action International
(WoPAI) 

We are proud to be a founding member of the Women’s
Platform for Action International (WoPAI), a groundbreaking
global coalition dedicated to advancing women’s sex-based
rights, eliminating violence, and holding institutions
accountable for the full implementation of CEDAW and the
Beijing Platform for Action. Alongside the Swedish, French
and Lithuanian Women’s Lobbies, FiLiA, Hague Mothers,
Women’s Declaration International, Save Ukraine, and
Weavers of Hope, ENoMW is committed to building a unified
international front against the rollback of women’s rights and
the systemic erasure of our realities in policymaking. 

Discover the Website of the Women’s Platform for Action International: 
Home | Women's Platform for Action International | WoPAI 

https://www.womensplatformforaction.org/


On 9-10 July 2024, ENoMW participated in a historic symposium held in Beirut,
Lebanon, the first of its kind in the MENA region to address prostitution as a form of
male violence against women. Organised by KAFA (Enough) Violence and
Exploitation and the new feminist organisation DoubleX, the symposium brought
together survivors, experts, and activists to challenge deeply entrenched
patriarchal narratives and promote legislative change. 
ENoMW’s Executive Director, Anna Zobnina, and Esohe Aghatise, founder of our
member organisation Iroko, spoke on a panel exploring international and domestic
legal frameworks around prostitution. Alyssa Ahrabare, representing our member
organisation Osez le Féminisme !, led a discussion on the pornography industry’s role
in fuelling sexual exploitation and the symbolic dehumanisation of women. 

The event made clear that prostitution is not inevitable - it is political, and the global
feminist movement must unite to dismantle the system that enables it. 
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Feminist Solidarity in Lebanon: Speaking Out Against
Prostitution as Violence against Women and Girls 

Strengthening Global Feminist Alliances 

In addition to our policy and advocacy work, ENOMW engaged with international
allies through webinars and knowledge exchanges, including a session with
Soroptimist International, to share our vision for a Europe that truly upholds the
dignity, autonomy, and fundamental rights of migrant and refugee women.



Communications:  Media General Overview
202422.
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60,492
Total Facebook 
views in 2024

125,250
Total Instagram 
views in 2024

134,071
Total LinkdIn
impressions in 2024

19,403

5,686

5,178

Facebook followers

Instagram followers

LinkedIn followers

4,799 X (formerly Twitter) followers

https://podcast.filia.org.uk/1983918/episodes/15065428-204-beyond-the-rhetoric-the-european-council-and-the-misrepresentation-of-sex-industry-exploitation
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/historic-decision-european-court-human-rights
https://migrantwomennetwork.sharepoint.com/sites/EuropeanNetworkofMigrantWomen/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FEuropeanNetworkofMigrantWomen%2FShared%20Documents%2FCOMMUNICATIONS%2FRESOURCES%2FResources%20for%20website%2FAfganistan%2E%20Arti%CC%81culo%20publicado%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FEuropeanNetworkofMigrantWomen%2FShared%20Documents%2FCOMMUNICATIONS%2FRESOURCES%2FResources%20for%20website&p=true&ga=1
https://youtu.be/C_xCuVt_pDI?si=2tszOO5LjPhVDatZ
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/society/%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D8%B6%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%BA%D9%8A-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7


The Way We Work:  Our Finances23.

2024 concluded with the prefinancing of the RIZA project, which had a notable
impact on ENOMW’s liquidity and overall financial planning for the coming years.
The network's annual income exceeded €1 million, in addition to more than €90,000 in
liquidity carried over from 2023. By the end of the 2024 financial year, ENOMW’s
liquidity had grown to over €2 million. This amount includes prefinanced funds, part
of which represent liabilities owed to RIZA project partners under ENOMW’s
coordination role.

Total expenses for the year came to €330,468.43, with spending allocated across
staff, administrative needs, project activities, and operational costs.

2 3



2 4

The Way We Work :   Our  Decision-Making24.

The General Assembly (GA) is composed of ENoMW’s full member organisations,
each holding voting rights. As the Network’s sovereign body, the GA, convening once
a year, has the authority to introduce structural and substantive changes, elect
Board Members, and admit or dismiss full members. While supporting member
organisations and individual members are welcome to attend the GA, they do not
hold voting rights and cannot be elected to the Board. The 2024 General Assembly
was held online on Saturday, 14 September.

The Board: Political Leadership and Oversight 

ENoMW’s Board is composed of 3 to 9 members, including two co-presidents, a
treasurer, and up to six ordinary members. All Board Members are elected by the
General Assembly for a two-year term, renewable twice for a maximum of six
consecutive years. The Board provides the political leadership and strategic
direction of the Network and is responsible for supervising Staff and operational
matters. In accordance with our Board Policy, at least 85% of Board members must
be migrant women, ensuring that the governance of our organisation stays true to its
mission and representation. In 2024, the Board convened four times and co-
organised a strategic retreat  alongside the staff and president. 

The Staff: Operational Backbone of the Network 

ENoMW’s Staff team, led by the Strategy and Executive Director, is responsible for
the day-to-day operations and implementation of the Network’s strategic priorities.
The team includes Leads, Officers, and other roles, adapting to the organisation’s
evolving needs and financial capacities. Our  staff  are supported by a network of
interns and volunteers. The Staff is responsible for producing expert content,
coordinating European projects, managing partnerships, and engaging with
members and external stakeholders. 

Strengthening Our Internal Framework 

In 2024, the Board and Staff worked together to revise and consolidate ENoMW’s
Internal Rules, ensuring alignment with our growing membership, evolving mission,
and feminist values. The updated version will be presented to members for
discussion and approval at the upcoming General Assembly. 

The General Assembly: Structural Decision-Making

ENoMW is structured to reflect its core values: democracy, transparency, migrant
women’s leadership, and collective responsibility. Our governance model ensures
that decisions are shaped and implemented by those closest to the realities of
migrant and refugee women across Europe. 
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