
W O M E N ' S  F O O T B A L L

The History of

1 8 9 5

The f i rst  women's 
football  game. North 

beat South 7-1 at  
Crouch End,  London.

1 9 2 0

Biggest crowd at a 
women's game to date,  
53,000 at  Goodison Park 

to watch Dick Kerr  
Ladies beat St  Helen's 

4-0.

1 9 2 0
First  internat ional  
women's football  

game, Dick Kerr  beat a 
French XI  2-0 with an 
attendance of 25,000.

1 9 2 1
The FA banned women 
from playing football  -  
the game was deemed 
unsuitable for women.

1 9 7 1

The FA l i f ted the ban on 
women playing football .

1 9 6 9

1 9 9 1

Women's Football  
Associat ion formed with 

44 clubs.

1 9 9 4

1 9 9 8

1 9 9 7

The WFA launches a 
nat ional  league with 24 

clubs. The FA takes on the 
adminstrat ion of  the 

Women's Nat ional  
League and league 

competit ion -  league 
becomes FA Women's 

Premier League.
FA outl ines plans to 

develop the women's 
game from grassroots to 

el i te level .
f i rst  20 centre of 

excellence for gir ls  
establ ished with 

sponsorship gained for 
the league and cup 

competit ions.



2 0 1 8
Restructure of  the 

Women's Super League 
-11 ful l  t ime professional  

teams, new WSL 2 
league introduced.

1 9 9 9
USA hosts FIFA 

Women's World Cup,  the 
f inal  had an attendance 

of 90,000.

2 0 0 2
FA announces that 

football  is  the top sport  
in England for female 
part ic ipat ion -  3 years 

ahead of schedule.

2 0 0 5
UEFA Women's 

Championship held in 
England.  England went 
out in the group stages.

2 0 0 6
England qual i fy for  the 

World Cup after a 12 
year gap.

2 0 0 7
England reach Quarter 

Finals of  the World Cup.
2 0 0 8

England qual i fy for  
UEFA EURO 

Championship.  

2 0 0 9
England win f i rst  senior 
trophy - Cyprus Cup and 

also reach f inal  of  the 
EUROS.

2 0 1 1
The FA Women's Super 
League is  created with 
11 teams and England 

reach Quarter Finals of  
the World Cup.2 0 1 2

Popular i ty of  women's 
football  increased with 

the Olympics -  Team GB 
reached Quarter Finals .

2 0 1 4
England play their  f i rst  

game at Wembley with a 
record crowd of 45,619.

2 0 1 5
England win Bronze at  
World Cup in Canada. 2 0 1 6

Steph Haughton and 
Fara Wil l iams awarded 

MBEs.

2 0 1 9
Women's World Cup 

coming up in June.


