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This artwork features 52 playing cards and 2 jokers.    
 
Homage to iconic London buildings and imagery was a key factor in producing this artwork. 
 
Audacious colours have been used whilst keeping the integrity of the iconic building/image.   
 
There are to be 30 pieces in this edition and each piece is hand crafted and carefully constructed. 
 
The overall aim is to create a fun yet serious artwork where the visual language can be read in individual 
images, yet the total composition is pieced together to make a comprehensive, and fascinating artwork for the 
viewer. 
 
Order of Artwork  
 
Row 1 
Diamonds  
 
ACE 

 
 
City Hall is located on the River Thames in the London Borough of Southwark, as part of the extended 
pedestrianised South Bank. It forms part of a larger development called More London, including offices and 
shops. Next to City Hall is a sunken amphitheatre called The Scoop, which is used in the summer months for 
open-air performances; it is not, however, part of the GLA's jurisdiction. The Scoop and surrounding landscape 
were designed by Townshend Landscape Architects. The nearest London Underground and National Rail 
station is London Bridge. 

The building has an unusual, bulbous shape, purportedly intended to reduce its surface area and thus improve 
energy efficiency, although the excess energy consumption caused by the exclusive use of glass (in a double 
facade) overwhelms the benefit of shape. Despite claims that the building demonstrates the potential for a 
sustainable, virtually non-polluting public building energy use measurements have shown this building to be 
fairly inefficient in terms of energy use (375 kWh/m

2
/yr), with a 2012 Display Energy Performance Certificate 

rating of "E". It has been compared variously to a helmet (either Darth Vader's or simply a motorcyclist's), a 
misshapen egg, and a woodlouse. Former mayor Ken Livingstone referred to it as a "glass testicle", while his 
successor, Boris Johnson, made the same comparison using a different word, "The Glass Gonad” and more 
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politely as "The Onion". Its designers reportedly saw it as a giant sphere hanging over the Thames, but opted 
for a more conventionally rooted building instead. It has no front or back in conventional terms but derives its 
shape from a modified sphere. 

A 500-metre (1,640 ft) helical walkway ascends the full ten stories. At the top is an exhibition and meeting 
space called "London's Living Room", with an open viewing deck which is occasionally open to the public. The 
walkway provides views of the interior of the building, and is intended to symbolize transparency; a similar 
device was used by Foster in his design for the rebuilt Reichstag (parliament), when Germany's capital was 
moved back to Berlin. In 2006 it was announced that photovoltaic cells would be fitted to the building by the 
London Climate Change Agency. 

The council chamber is located at the bottom of the helical stairway. The seats and desks for Assembly 
Members are arranged in a circular form (like the Round Table) with no clearly defined "head", podium, or 
chair where a speaker, council chairperson, or mayor might be seated. Raised tiers of seats for visitors or 
observers are located to one side. 

2 OF DIAMONDS 

 

Battersea Power Station is a decommissioned coal-fired power station located on the south bank of the River 
Thames, in Nine Elms, Battersea, an inner-city district of South West London. It comprises two individual 
power stations, built in two stages in the form of a single building. Battersea A Power Station was built in the 
1930s, with Battersea B Power Station to the east in the 1950s. The two stations were built to a nearly 
identical design, providing the long-recognized four-chimney layout. The station ceased generating electricity 
in 1983, but over the past 50 years it has become one of the best known landmarks in London and is Grade II* 
listed. The station's celebrity owes much to numerous popular culture references, which include the cover art 
of Pink Floyd's 1977 album Animals and its appearance in the 1965 Beatles' film Help! 

The station is one of the largest brick buildings in the world and is notable for its original, lavish Art Deco 
interior fittings and decor.

[4]
 The building remained largely unused for more than 30 years after its closure; in 

2008 the condition of the structure was described as "very bad" by English Heritage, which included it in its 
Heritage at Risk Register. The site was also listed on the 2004 World Monuments Watch by the World 
Monuments Fund.  

Since the station's closure, numerous redevelopment plans were drawn up from successive site owners. In 
2004, when a redevelopment project by Parkview International stalled, the site was sold to the administrators 
of Irish company Real Estate Opportunities (REO), who bought it for £400 million in November 2006 with plans 
to refurbish the station for public use and build 3,400 homes across the site. This plan fell through due to 
REO's debt being called in by the state-owned banks of the UK and Ireland. The site was again put up for sale in 
December 2011 through commercial estate agent Knight Frank. The combination of an existing debt burden of 
some £750 million, the need to make a £200 million contribution to a proposed extension to the London 
Underground, requirements to fund conservation of the derelict power station shell, and the presence of a 
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waste transfer station and cement plant on the river frontage made commercial development of the site a 
significant challenge.  

In 2012, administrators Ernst & Young entered into an exclusivity agreement with Malaysia's SP Setia and Sime 
Darby to develop the site. The £400 million sale was completed in September 2012, and the redevelopment 
intends to implement the Rafael Vinoly design, which had gained planning consent from Wandsworth Council 
in 2011. In January 2013, the first residential apartments went on sale.

 
 Construction on Phase 1 was due to 

commence in 2013, with completion due in 2016/17. Apple will locate its new London headquarters at 
Battersea Power Station, becoming the largest office tenant with 1,400 staff across six floors in the central 
boiler house. 

3 OF DIAMONDS 

 
The red telephone a public telephone designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, was a familiar sight on the streets of 
the United Kingdom, Malta, Bermuda and Gibraltar. 

Despite a reduction in their numbers in recent years, the traditional British red telephone kiosk can still be 
seen in many places throughout the UK, and in current or former British colonies around the world. The colour 
red was chosen to make them easy to spot. 

From 1926 onwards, the fascias of the kiosks were emblazoned with a prominent crown, representing the 
British government. The red phone box is often seen as a British cultural icon throughout the world.

[1]
 In 2006 

the K2 telephone box was voted one of Britain's top 10 design icons, which included the Mini, Supermarine 
Spitfire, London tube map, World Wide Web, Concorde and the AEC Routemaster bus. Although production of 
the traditional boxes ended with the advent of the KX series in 1985, many still stand in Britain. 

The paint colour used most widely today is known as "currant red" and is defined by a British Standard, 
BS381C-Red539.

[4]
 This slightly brighter red was introduced with the K8 model in 1968, but went on to be used 

across the estate on previous models too. Hence, for complete historical accuracy, any kiosks in pre-1968 
settings should really be painted in the previous, and slightly darker, shade BS381C-Red538. 
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4 OF DIAMONDS 

 

The Monument to the Great Fire of London, more commonly known simply as the Monument, is a Doric 
column in the City of London, near the northern end of London Bridge, that commemorates the Great Fire of 
London. 

It stands at the junction of Monument Street and Fish Street Hill, is 202 ft (62 m) in height and 202 ft (62 m) 
from the spot in Pudding Lane where the Great Fire started on 2 September 1666. Another monument, the 
Golden Boy of Pye Corner, marks the point near Smithfield where the fire was stopped. Constructed between 
1671 and 1677, it was built on the site of St. Margaret's, Fish Street, the first church to be burnt down by the 
Great Fire. 

The Monument comprises a fluted Doric column built of Portland stone topped with a gilded urn of fire. It was 
designed by Christopher Wren and Robert Hooke. Its height marks its distance from the site of the shop of 
Thomas Farriner (or Farynor), the king's baker, where the Great Fire began. 

The viewing platform near the top of the Monument is reached by a narrow winding staircase of 311 steps. A 
mesh cage was added in the mid-19th century to prevent people jumping off, after six people had committed 
suicide there between 1788 and 1842. 

5 OF DIAMONDS 

 

The Central Criminal Court of England and Wales, commonly referred to as the Old Bailey from the street on 
which it stands, is a court in London and one of a number of buildings housing the Crown Court. Part of the 
present building stands on the site of the medieval Newgate gaol, on a road named Old Bailey that follows the 
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line of the City of London's fortified wall (or bailey), which runs from Ludgate Hill to the junction of Newgate 
Street and Holborn Viaduct. The Old Bailey has been housed in several structures near this location since the 
sixteenth century, and its present building dates from 1902. 

The Crown Court sitting at the Central Criminal Court deals with major criminal cases from within Greater 
London and in exceptional cases, from other parts of England and Wales. Trials at the Old Bailey, as at other 
courts, are open to the public; however, they are subject to stringent security procedures. 

6 OF DIAMONDS 

 

The London Palladium is a 2,286-seat Grade II* West End theatre located on Argyll Street in the City of 
Westminster. From the roster of stars who have played there and many televised performances, it is arguably 
the most famous theatre in London and the United Kingdom, especially for musical variety shows. The theatre 
has also hosted the Royal Variety Performance a record 41 times, most recently in 2017. 

The theatre has also hosted the Royal Variety Performance a record 41 times, most recently Walter Gibbons, 
an early moving-pictures manager, built the Palladium in 1910 to compete with Sir Edward Moss's London 
Hippodrome and Sir Oswald Stoll's London Coliseum. The facade (on the site of Argyll House, demolished in 
the 1860s, from which the pub opposite took the name The Argyll Arms), dates back to the 19th century. 
Formerly it was a temporary wooden building called Corinthian Bazaar, which featured an aviary and aimed to 
attract customers from the recently closed Pantheon Bazaar (now Marks and Spencers) on Oxford Street. The 
theatre was rebuilt a year later by Fredrick Hengler, the son of a tightrope walker, as a circus arena for 
entertainments that included promenade concerts, pantomimes and an aquatic display in a flooded ring. It 
then became the National Skating Palace – a skating rink with real ice. However the rink failed and the 
Palladium was redesigned by Frank Matcham, a famous theatrical architect who also designed the Coliseum, 
on the site that had previously housed Hengler’s Circus. The building now carries Heritage Foundation 
commemorative plaques honouring Lew Grade and Frankie Vaughan. 

The theatre retains many of its original features and was Grade II* listed in September 1960. The Palladium 
had its own telephone system so the occupants of boxes could call one another. It also had a revolving stage. 
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7 OF DIAMONDS 

 

Bond Street is a major shopping street in the West End of London. It links Piccadilly in the south to Oxford 
Street in the north and has been popular for retail since the 18th century, being the home of many fashion 
outlets that sell prestigious or expensive items. The southern section is Old Bond Street and the longer 
northern section New Bond Street—a distinction not generally made in everyday usage. 

The street was built on fields surrounding Clarendon House on Piccadilly, which were developed by Sir Thomas 
Bond. It was built up in the 1720s, and by the end of the 18th century was a popular place for the upper-class 
residents of Mayfair to socialize. Prestigious or expensive shops were established along the street, but it 
declined as a centre of social activity in the 19th century, although it held its reputation as a fashionable place 
for retail, and is home to the auction houses Sotheby's and Bonhams (formerly Phillips) and the department 
stores Fenwick and Tiffany's. It is one of the most expensive and sought after strips of real estate in Europe. 

8 OF DIAMONDS 

 

The London Eye, known for sponsorship reasons as the Coca-Cola London Eye, is a giant Ferris wheel on the 
South Bank of the River Thames in London. 

The structure is 135 metres (443 ft) tall and the wheel has a diameter of 120 metres (394 ft). When it opened 
to the public in 2000 it was the world's tallest Ferris wheel. Its height was surpassed by the 525-foot (160 m) 
Star of Nanchang in 2006, the 165 metres (541 ft) Singapore Flyer in 2008, and the 550-foot tall (167.6 m) High 
Roller (Las Vegas) in 2014. Supported by an A-frame on one side only, unlike the taller Nanchang and 
Singapore wheels, the Eye is described by its operators as "the world's tallest cantilevered observation wheel". 

It is Europe's tallest Ferris wheel, and offered the highest public viewing point in London
 
until it was 

superseded by the 245 metres (804 ft) high observation deck on the 72nd floor of The Shard, which opened to 
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the public on 1 February 2013. It is the most popular paid tourist attraction in the United Kingdom with over 
3.75 million visitors annually, and has made many appearances in popular culture. 

The London Eye adjoins the western end of Jubilee Gardens (previously the site of the former Dome of 
Discovery), on the South Bank of the River Thames between Westminster Bridge and Hungerford Bridge beside 
County Hall, in the London Borough of Lambeth. 

9 OF DIAMONDS 

 

Chelsea Harbour is a contemporary mixed-use development in West London, situated in its Sands End area, 
along Chelsea Creek, the historic southeastern boundary of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
with the southwestern boundary of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, and opposite the site of the 
old Lots Road Power Station in Chelsea. The development consists of luxury apartments, the Chelsea Harbour 
Marina and the Chelsea Harbour Design Centre and a hotel, 'the Chelsea Harbour Hotel'. 

10 OF DIAMONDS 

 

The Heron Tower (officially 110 Bishopsgate) is a commercial skyscraper in London. It stands 230 metres 
(755 ft) tall including its 28-metre (92 ft) mast (202 metres (663 ft) excluding the mast) making it the tallest 
building in the City of London financial district and the third tallest in Greater London and the United Kingdom, 
after the Shard in Southwark and One Canada Square at Canary Wharf. The Heron Tower is located on 
Bishopsgate and is bordered by Camomile Street, Outwich Street and Houndsditch. 

Construction of the building started in 2007 and was completed in 2011. It is owned by Heron International 
and is generally known as the Heron Tower, though following a naming dispute in 2014 involving the tenant 
Salesforce.com

 
the City of London ruled in favour of the property being officially named 110 Bishopsgate. The 

tower initially struggled to attract tenants in the depths of the Great Recession, but is now fully let. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourist_attractions_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_London_Eye_appearances_in_popular_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jubilee_Gardens,_Lambeth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dome_of_Discovery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dome_of_Discovery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungerford_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Hall,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Lambeth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mixed-use_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_London_(sub_region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sands_End
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chelsea_Creek,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Hammersmith_and_Fulham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Borough_of_Kensington_and_Chelsea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lots_Road_Power_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skyscraper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tallest_buildings_and_structures_in_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Shard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Canada_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishopsgate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camomile_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houndsditch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heron_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salesforce.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Recession


 
 

9 
 

JACK OF DIAMONDS 

 

Tower Bridge is a combined bascule and suspension bridge in London built between 1886 and 1894. The 
bridge crosses the River Thames close to the Tower of London and has become an iconic symbol of London. 
Because of this, Tower Bridge is sometimes confused with London Bridge, situated some 0.5 mi (0.80 km) 
upstream. Tower Bridge is one of five London bridges now owned and maintained by the Bridge House Estates, 
a charitable trust overseen by the City of London Corporation. It is the only one of the Trust's bridges not to 
connect the City of London directly to the Southwark bank, as its northern landfall is in Tower Hamlets. 

The bridge consists of two bridge towers tied together at the upper level by two horizontal walkways, designed 
to withstand the horizontal tension forces exerted by the suspended sections of the bridge on the landward 
sides of the towers. The vertical components of the forces in the suspended sections and the vertical reactions 
of the two walkways are carried by the two robust towers. The bascule pivots and operating machinery are 
housed in the base of each tower. Before its restoration in the 2010s, the bridge's colour scheme dated from 
1977, when it was painted red, white and blue for Queen Elizabeth II's Silver Jubilee. Its colours were 
subsequently restored to blue and white.  

The bridge deck is freely accessible to both vehicles and pedestrians, whereas the bridge's twin towers, high-
level walkways and Victorian engine rooms form part of the Tower Bridge Exhibition, for which an admission 
charge is made. The nearest London Underground tube stations are Tower Hill on the Circle and District lines, 
London Bridge on the Jubilee and Northern lines and Bermondsey on the Jubilee line, and the nearest 
Docklands Light Railway station is Tower Gateway. 

QUEEN OF DIAMONDS 
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The Jewel Tower is a 14th-century surviving element of the royal Palace of Westminster, in London, England. It 
was built between 1365 and 1366, under the direction of William of Sleaford and Henry de Yevele, to house 
the personal treasure of Edward III. The tower, a three-storey, crenellated stone building, occupied a secluded 
part of the palace and was protected by a moat linked to the River Thames. The ground floor featured 
elaborate carved vaulting, described by historian Jeremy Ashbee as "an architectural masterpiece". The tower 
continued to be used for storing the monarch's treasure and personal possessions until 1512, when a fire in 
the palace caused Henry VIII to relocate his court to Whitehall. 

At the end of the 16th century, the House of Lords began to use the tower to store its parliamentary records, 
building a house alongside it for the use of the parliamentary clerk, and extensive improvements followed in 
1621. The tower continued as the Lords' records office through the 18th century, and several sets of 
renovations and building work were carried out to improve its fire-proofing and comfort, creating the current 
appearance of the tower. In 1834, the tower was one of only four buildings to survive a terrible fire in 
Westminster, and in the aftermath the records were moved to a new, purpose-built archive. 

The Jewel Tower was taken over by the newly formed Standard Weights and Measures Department in 1869, 
who used it for storing and testing official weights and measures. The rising levels of London traffic made the 
tower increasingly unsuitable for this work, and by 1938 the department had abandoned it in favour of other 
facilities. In 1948, the building was placed into the care of the Ministry of Works, who repaired the damage 
inflicted to the tower during the Second World War, and extensively restored the building, clearing the 
surrounding area and opening the tower for tourists. In the 21st century, the Jewel Tower is managed by 
English Heritage, receiving around 30,000 visitors each year. 

KING OF DIAMONDS 

 

The Royal Exchange in London was founded in the 16th century by the merchant Thomas Gresham on the 
suggestion of his factor Richard Clough to act as a centre of commerce for the City of London. The site was 
provided by the City of London Corporation and the Worshipful Company of Mercers, who still jointly own the 
freehold. It is trapezoidal in shape and is flanked by Cornhill and Threadneedle Street, which converge at Bank 
junction in the heart of the City. The building's original design was inspired by a bourse Gresham had seen in 
Antwerp and was Britain's first specialist commercial building. 

It has twice been destroyed by fire and subsequently rebuilt. The present building was designed by William 
Tite in the 1840s. The site was notably occupied by the Lloyd's insurance market for nearly 150 years. Today 
the Royal Exchange contains a Courtyard Grand Cafe, Threadneedle Cocktail Bar, Sauterelle Restaurant, luxury 
shops, and offices (http://www.royalexchange-grandcafe.co.uk/). 

Traditionally, the steps of the Royal Exchange is the place where certain royal proclamations (such as the 
dissolution of parliament) are read out by either a herald or a crier. Following the death or abdication of a 
monarch and the confirmation of the next monarch's accession to the throne by the Accession Council, the 
Royal Exchange Building is one of the locations where a herald proclaims the new monarch's reign to the 
public. 
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ACE OF CLUBS 

 

The BT Tower is a communications tower located in Fitzrovia, London, owned by BT Group. It has been 
previously known as the GPO Tower, the Post Office Tower and the Telecom Tower. The main structure is 177 
metres (581 ft) high, with a further section of aerial rigging bringing the total height to 191 metres (627 ft). It 
should not be confused with the BT Centre (the global headquarters of BT). Its Post Office code was YTOW. 

Upon completion it overtook the Millbank Tower to become the tallest building in both London and the United 
Kingdom, titles it held until 1980, when it in turn was overtaken by the NatWest Tower. 

2 OF CLUBS 

 

The AEC Routemaster is a front-engined double-decker bus that was designed by London Transport and built 
by the Associated Equipment Company (AEC) and Park Royal Vehicles. The first prototype was completed in 
September 1954 and the last one was delivered in 1968. The layout of the vehicle was traditional for the time, 
with a half-cab, front-mounted engine and open rear platform, although the coach version was fitted with rear 
platform doors. Forward entrance vehicles with platform doors were also produced as was a unique front-
entrance prototype with the engine mounted transversely at the rear. 

The first Routemasters entered service with London Transport in February 1956 and the last were withdrawn 
from regular service in December 2005, although one heritage route is still operated by Route masters in 
central London. The first London bus route to be operated by the Route master was route 2, on 8 February 
1956, with RM1. The same bus, with a revised front end, appeared at the Lord Mayor's Show in November 
1956.  
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Most Route masters were built for London Transport, although small numbers were built for British European 
Airways and the Northern General Transport Company. A total of 2,876 Route masters were built, of which 
1,280 are still in existence.  

A pioneering design, the Route master outlasted several of its replacement types in London, survived the 
privatisation of the former London Transport bus operators and was used by other operators around the UK. In 
modern UK public transport bus operation, the old-fashioned features of the standard Route master were both 
praised and criticised. The open platform, while exposed to the elements, allowed boarding and alighting in 
places other than official stops; and the presence of a conductor allowed minimal boarding time and optimal 
security, but with greater labour costs. 

Despite the retirement of the original version, the Route master has retained iconic status, and is considered a 
British cultural icon. In 2006, the Route master was voted one of Britain's top 10 design icons which included 
Concorde, Mini, Supermarine Spitfire, London tube map, World Wide Web and the K2 telephone box. In the 
late-2000s, work began on a New Route master bus inspired by the Route master’s traditional design. It 
entered service in February 2012. 

3 OF CLUBS 

 

The Lloyd's building (sometimes known as the Inside-Out Building) is the home of the insurance institution 
Lloyd's of London. It is located on the former site of East India House in Lime Street, in London's main financial 
district, the City of London. The building is a leading example of radical Bowellism architecture in which the 
services for the building, such as ducts and lifts, are located on the exterior to maximise space in the interior. 

Twenty-five years after completion in 1986, the building received Grade I listing in 2011; it was the youngest 
structure ever to obtain this status. It is said by Historic England to be "universally recognised as one of the key 
buildings of the modern epoch". 

The current Lloyd's building (address 1 Lime Street) was designed by the architect company Richard Rogers 
and Partners (now Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners) and built between 1978 and 1986. Bovis was the 
management contractor. Like the Pompidou Centre in Paris (designed by Renzo Piano and Rogers), the building 
was innovative in having its services such as staircases, lifts, ductwork, electrical power conduits and water 
pipes on the outside, leaving an uncluttered space inside. The 12 glass lifts were the first of their kind in the 
United Kingdom. Like the Pompidou Centre, the building was highly influenced by the work of Archigram in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

The building consists of three main towers and three service towers around a central, rectangular space. Its 
core is the large Underwriting Room on the ground floor, which houses the Lutine Bell within the Rostrum. 
Also on the first floor is loss book which for 300 years has had entries of significant losses entered by quill. The 
Underwriting Room (often simply called "the Room") is overlooked by galleries, forming a 60 metres (197 ft) 
high atrium lit naturally through a huge barrel-vaulted glass roof. The first four galleries open onto the atrium 
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space, and are connected by escalators through the middle of the structure. The higher floors are glassed in 
and can only be reached via the exterior lifts. 

The 11th floor houses the Committee Room (also known as the Adam Room), an 18th-century dining room 
designed for the 2nd Earl of Shelburne by Robert Adam in 1763; it was transferred piece by piece from the 
previous (1958) Lloyd's building across the road at 51 Lime Street. 

The Lloyd's building is 88 metres (289 ft) to the roof, with 14 floors.
 
 On top of each service core stand the 

cleaning cranes, increasing the overall height to 95.10 metres (312 ft). Modular in plan, each floor can be 
altered by addition or removal of partitions and walls. 

In 2008 the Twentieth Century Society called for the building to be Grade I listed and in 2011 it was granted 
this status.  

The building was previously owned by Dublin-based real estate firm Shelbourne Development Group, who 
purchased it in 2004 from a German investment bank. In July 2013 it was sold to the Chinese company Ping An 
Insurance in a £260 million deal. 

4 OF CLUBS 

 

The National Gallery is an art museum in Trafalgar Square in the City of Westminster, in Central London. 
Founded in 1824, it houses a collection of over 2,300 paintings dating from the mid-13th century to 1900. The 
Gallery is an exempt charity, and a non-departmental public body of the Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport.

 
 Its collection belongs to the government on behalf of the British public, and entry to the main collection 

is free of charge. It is among the most visited art museums in the world, after the Louvre, the British Museum, 
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

  

Unlike comparable museums in continental Europe, the National Gallery was not formed by nationalising an 
existing royal or princely art collection. It came into being when the British government bought 38 paintings 
from the heirs of John Julius Angerstein, an insurance broker and patron of the arts, in 1824. After that initial 
purchase the Gallery was shaped mainly by its early directors, notably Sir Charles Lock Eastlake, and by private 
donations, which comprise two-thirds of the collection.  

The resulting collection is small in size, compared with many European national galleries, but encyclopaedic in 
scope; most major developments in Western painting "from Giotto to Cézanne"

[5]
 are represented with 

important works. It used to be claimed that this was one of the few national galleries that had all its works on 
permanent exhibition, but this is no longer the case. 

The present building, the third to house the National Gallery, was designed by William Wilkins from 1832 to 
1838. Only the façade onto Trafalgar Square remains essentially unchanged from this time, as the building has 
been expanded piecemeal throughout its history. Wilkins's building was often criticised for the perceived 
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weaknesses of its design and for its lack of space; the latter problem led to the establishment of the Tate 
Gallery for British art in 1897. 

The Sainsbury Wing, an extension to the west by Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown, is a notable example 
of Postmodernist architecture in Britain. The current Director of the National Gallery is Gabriele Finaldi. 

The Gallery was caught in controversy in 2018 over having some of the most expensive exhibition prices ever 
seen in London. 

5 OF CLUBS 

 

St Pancras railway station also known as London St Pancras and officially since 2007 as St Pancras 
International, is a central London railway terminus located on Euston Road in the London Borough of Camden. 
It is the terminal station for Eurostar continental services from London via High Speed 1 and the Channel 
Tunnel to Belgium, France and the Netherlands. It also handles East Midlands Trains and Thameslink services 
to Corby, Sheffield and Nottingham on the Midland Main Line and Southeastern high-speed trains to Kent via 
Ebbsfleet International and Ashford International, and local Thameslink cross-London services. It stands 
between the British Library, Regent's Canal and King's Cross railway station, sharing a London Underground 
station named King's Cross St. Pancras with the latter. 

The station was constructed by the Midland Railway (MR), which had an extensive network across the 
Midlands and the North of England, but no dedicated line into London. After rail traffic problems following the 
1862 International Exhibition, the MR decided to build a connection from Bedford to London with their own 
terminus. The station was designed by William Henry Barlow and constructed with a single-span iron roof. 
Following the station's opening on 1 October 1868, the MR constructed the Midland Grand Hotel on the 
station's facade, which has been widely praised for its architecture and is now a Grade I listed building along 
with the rest of the station. 

By the 1960s, St Pancras was seen as redundant, with services being diverted to King's Cross and Euston. 
However there was fierce opposition against proposed closures of the station and hotel and its demolition. It 
was reinvented in the late 20th century as the terminal of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link as part of an urban 
regeneration plan across East London. The complex was renovated and expanded from 2001 at a cost of 
£800 million, reopening on 6 November 2007 by Queen Elizabeth II. A security-sealed terminal area was 
constructed for Eurostar services to continental Europe via High Speed 1 and the Channel Tunnel, with 
platforms for domestic trains to the north and south-east of England. The restored station has 15 platforms, a 
shopping centre, and a coach facility. St Pancras is owned by London and Continental Railways (LCR) and is 
managed by Network Rail (High Speed), a subsidiary of Network Rail. 
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6 OF CLUBS 

 

A police officer, also known as an officer, policeman, policewoman, cop, police agent, or a police employee is a 
warranted law employee of a police force. In most countries, "police officer" is a generic term not specifying a 
particular rank. In some, the use of the rank "officer" is legally reserved for military personnel. 

Police officers are generally charged with the apprehension of criminals and the prevention and detection of 
crime, protection and assistance of the general public, and the maintenance of public order. Police officers 
may be sworn to an oath, and have the power to arrest people and detain them for a limited time, along with 
other duties and powers. Some officers are trained in special duties, such as counter-terrorism, surveillance, 
child protection, VIP protection, civil law enforcement, and investigation techniques into major crime including 
fraud, rape, murder, and drug trafficking. Although many police officers wear a corresponding uniform, some 
police officers are plain-clothed in order to dissimulate as ordinary citizens.  

7 OF CLUBS 

 

The Oxo Tower is a building with a prominent tower on the south bank of the River Thames in London. The 
building has mixed use as Oxo Tower Wharf containing a set of design, arts and crafts shops on the ground and 
first floors with two galleries, Bargehouse and gallery@oxo. The OXO Tower Restaurant, Bar and Brasserie is 
on the eighth floor, which is the roof-top level with fine and casual dining. In addition to this, situated on the 
eighth floor is a viewing gallery open to the public. The third to seventh floors contain 78 flats owned by 
Redwood Housing (1995). Much of the second floor can be hired out for events and weddings. 
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8 OF CLUBS 

 

100 Bishopsgate is a development of two mixed-use buildings under construction on Bishopsgate in London. 
The buildings will be situated on the eastern edge of the City of London financial district. 

Building 1 on the site will be a 40-storey tower comprising five floors of 44,000 sq ft (4,100 m
2
) each and 32 

office floors of between 19,000–25,000 sq ft (1,800–2,300 m
2
). Building 2 will be a seven-storey structure to be 

developed behind a retained façade, and will house restaurant and office floors of 8,000 sq ft (740 m
2
) each. 

In May 2015, it was reported that building company T Clarke had agreed a revised contract 100 Bishopsgate, 
with on-site activities scheduled to start in April 2016. Ground engineering work began on the foundations to 
prepare the project for construction.  

The developer is The 100 Bishopsgate Partnership, a joint-venture between Brookfield Office Properties 
(87.5%) and Great Portland Estates (12.5%). 

In April 2010 Brookfield paid £43m for a 50% stake in the project.
 
 In October 2012 Great Portland Estates sold 

37.5% of its 50% interest to Brookfield for £47.2 million leaving it with a 12.5% interest.  

In November 2015 Brookfield announced that they had let the first seven floors (250,000 sq. ft.) to the Royal 
Bank of Canada.  

Office space has also been pre-leased to Freshfields and Jefferies. 
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9 OF CLUBS 

 

The London Underground (also known simply as the Underground, or by its nickname the Tube) is a public 
rapid transit system serving London and some parts of the adjacent counties of Buckinghamshire, Essex and 
Hertfordshire in the United Kingdom.  

London Underground's eleven lines total 402 kilometres (250 mi) in length, making it the third longest metro 
system in the world. These are made up of the sub-surface network and the deep-tube lines. The Circle, 
District, Hammersmith & City, and Metropolitan lines form the sub-surface network, with railway tunnels just 
below the surface and of a similar size to those on British main lines. The Hammersmith & City and Circle lines 
share stations and most of their track with each other, as well as with the Metropolitan and District lines. The 
Bakerloo, Central, Jubilee, Northern, Piccadilly, Victoria and Waterloo & City lines are deep-level tubes, with 
smaller trains that run in two circular tunnels (tubes) with a diameter about 11 feet 8 inches (3.56 m). These 
lines have the exclusive use of a pair of tracks, except for the Piccadilly line, which shares track with the District 
line between Acton Town and Hanger Lane Junction and with the Metropolitan line between Rayners Lane and 
Uxbridge; and the Bakerloo line, which shares track with London Overground services north of Queen's Park.  

Fifty-five per cent of the system runs on the surface. There are 20 miles (32 km) of cut-and-cover tunnel and 93 
miles (150 km) of tube tunnel.

 
 Many of the central London underground stations on deep-level tube lines are 

higher than the running lines to assist deceleration when arriving and acceleration when departing.
 
 Trains 

generally run on the left-hand track. However, in some places, the tunnels are above each other (for example, 
the Central line east of St Paul's station), or the running tunnels are on the right (for example on the Victoria 
line between Warren Street and King's Cross St. Pancras, to allow cross-platform interchange with the 
Northern line at Euston).  

The lines are electrified with a four-rail DC system: a conductor rail between the rails is energized at −210 V 
and a rail outside the running rails at +420 V, giving a potential difference of 630 V. On the sections of line 
shared with mainline trains, such as the District line from East Putney to Wimbledon and Gunnersbury to 
Richmond, and the Bakerloo line north of Queen's Park, the centre rail is bonded to the running rails.  

The average speed on the Underground is 20.5 mph.
 
 Outside the tunnels of central London, many lines' trains 

tend to travel at over 40 mph in the suburban and countryside areas. The Metropolitan line can reach speeds 
of 62 mph.  

 

 

 

10 OF CLUBS 
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A hackney or hackney carriage (also called a cab, black cab, hack or London taxi) is a carriage or automobile 
for hire.  

In the United Kingdom, the name hackney carriage today refers to a taxicab licensed by the Public Carriage 
Office, local authority (non-metropolitan district councils, unitary authorities) or the Department of the 
Environment depending on region of the country. 

JACK OF CLUBS 

 

The Queen's Guard and Queen's Life Guard (called King's Guard and King's Life Guard when the reigning 
monarch is male) are the names given to contingents of infantry and cavalry soldiers charged with guarding 
the official royal residences in the United Kingdom. The British Army has regiments of both Horse Guards and 
Foot Guards predating the English Restoration (1660), and since the reign of King Charles II these regiments 
have been responsible for guarding the Sovereign's palaces. They are not purely ceremonial, despite tourist 
perceptions to the contrary. The Queen's Guards are fully operational soldiers. 

 

 

 

 

QUEEN OF CLUBS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxicab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxicabs_of_the_United_Kingdom#TfL_Taxi_and_Private_Hire_office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxicabs_of_the_United_Kingdom#TfL_Taxi_and_Private_Hire_office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-metropolitan_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unitary_authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_the_Environment_(Northern_Ireland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_the_Environment_(Northern_Ireland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_Royal_Residences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_Guards_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foot_Guards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Restoration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_II_of_England


 
 

19 
 

 

 

Buckingham Palace is the London residence and administrative headquarters of the monarch of the United 
Kingdom. Located in the City of Westminster, the palace is often at the centre of state occasions and royal 
hospitality. It has been a focal point for the British people at times of national rejoicing and mourning. 

Originally known as Buckingham House, the building at the core of today's palace was a large townhouse built 
for the Duke of Buckingham in 1703 on a site that had been in private ownership for at least 150 years. It was 
acquired by King George III in 1761 as a private residence for Queen Charlotte and became known as The 
Queen's House. During the 19th century it was enlarged, principally by architects John Nash and Edward Blore, 
who constructed three wings around a central courtyard. Buckingham Palace became the London residence of 
the British monarch on the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837. 

The last major structural additions were made in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including the East 
front, which contains the well-known balcony on which the royal family traditionally congregates to greet 
crowds. The palace chapel was destroyed by a German bomb during World War II; the Queen's Gallery was 
built on the site and opened to the public in 1962 to exhibit works of art from the Royal Collection. 

The original early 19th-century interior designs, many of which survive, include widespread use of brightly 
coloured scagliola and blue and pink lapis, on the advice of Sir Charles Long. King Edward VII oversaw a partial 
redecoration in a Belle Époque cream and gold colour scheme. Many smaller reception rooms are furnished in 
the Chinese regency style with furniture and fittings brought from the Royal Pavilion at Brighton and from 
Carlton House. The palace has 775 rooms, and the garden is the largest private garden in London. The state 
rooms, used for official and state entertaining, are open to the public each year for most of August and 

September and on some days in winter and spring. 
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Westminster Abbey, formally titled the Collegiate Church of St Peter at Westminster, is a large, mainly Gothic 
abbey church in the City of Westminster, London, England, just to the west of the Palace of Westminster. It is 
one of the United Kingdom's most notable religious buildings and the traditional place of coronation and burial 
site for English and, later, British monarchs. The building itself was a Benedictine monastic church until the 
monastery was dissolved in 1539. Between 1540 and 1556, the abbey had the status of a cathedral. Since 
1560, the building is no longer an abbey or a cathedral, having instead the status of a Church of England "Royal 
Peculiar"—a church responsible directly to the sovereign. 

According to a tradition first reported by Sulcard in about 1080, a church was founded at the site (then known 
as Thorn Ey (Thorn Island)) in the seventh century, at the time of Mellitus, a Bishop of London. Construction of 
the present church began in 1245, on the orders of King Henry III.  

Since the coronation of William the Conqueror in 1066, all coronations of English and British monarchs have 
been in Westminster Abbey. There have been at least 16 royal weddings at the abbey since 1100. Two were of 
reigning monarchs (Henry I and Richard II), although, before 1919, there had been none for some 430 years. 

ACE OF HEARTS 

 

Piccadilly Circus is a road junction and public space of London's West End in the City of Westminster. It was 
built in 1819 to connect Regent Street with Piccadilly. In this context, a circus, from the Latin word meaning 
"circle", is a round open space at a street junction.  

Piccadilly now links directly to the theatres on Shaftesbury Avenue, as well as the Haymarket, Coventry Street 
(onwards to Leicester Square) and Glasshouse Street. The Circus is close to major shopping and entertainment 
areas in the West End. Its status as a major traffic junction has made Piccadilly Circus a busy meeting place and 
a tourist attraction in its own right. The Circus is particularly known for its video display and neon signs 
mounted on the corner building on the northern side, as well as the Shaftesbury memorial fountain and 
statue, which is popularly, though mistakenly, believed to be of Eros. It is surrounded by several notable 
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buildings, including the London Pavilion and Criterion Theatre. Directly underneath the plaza is Piccadilly Circus 
Underground station, part of the London Underground system. 

2 OF HEARTS 

 

King's Cross St. Pancras is a London Underground station located in King's Cross and St Pancras within the 
Borough of Camden, Central London. It serves King's Cross and St Pancras main line stations and falls within 
fare zone 1. Being an interchange station between six lines, (the Circle, Hammersmith & City, Metropolitan, 

Northern, Piccadilly and Victoria lines) it is the second busiest station on the network, trailing only Waterloo. 

3 OF HEARTS 

 

The Tower of London, officially Her Majesty's Royal Palace and Fortress of the Tower of London, is a historic 
castle located on the north bank of the River Thames in central London. It lies within the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets, separated from the eastern edge of the square mile of the City of London by the open space 
known as Tower Hill. It was founded towards the end of 1066 as part of the Norman Conquest of England. The 
White Tower, which gives the entire castle its name, was built by William the Conqueror in 1078 and was a 
resented symbol of oppression, inflicted upon London by the new ruling elite. The castle was used as a prison 
from 1100 (Ranulf Flambard) until 1952 (Kray twins), although that was not its primary purpose. A grand 
palace early in its history, it served as a royal residence. As a whole, the Tower is a complex of several buildings 
set within two concentric rings of defensive walls and a moat. There were several phases of expansion, mainly 
under Kings Richard I, Henry III, and Edward I in the 12th and 13th centuries. The general layout established by 
the late 13th century remains despite later activity on the site. 

The Tower of London has played a prominent role in English history. It was besieged several times, and 
controlling it has been important to controlling the country. The Tower has served variously as an armoury, a 
treasury, a menagerie, the home of the Royal Mint, a public record office, and the home of the Crown Jewels 
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of England. From the early 14th century until the reign of Charles II, a procession would be led from the Tower 
to Westminster Abbey on the coronation of a monarch. In the absence of the monarch, the Constable of the 
Tower is in charge of the castle. This was a powerful and trusted position in the medieval period. In the late 
15th century, the castle was the prison of the Princes in the Tower. Under the Tudors, the Tower became used 
less as a royal residence, and despite attempts to refortify and repair the castle, its defences lagged behind 
developments to deal with artillery. 

4 OF HEARTS 

 

Truman's Brewery was a large East London brewery and one of the largest brewers in the world at the end of 
the 19th century. Founded around 1666, the Black Eagle Brewery was established on a plot of land next to 
what is now Brick Lane in London, E1. It grew steadily until the 18th century when, under the management of 
Benjamin Truman, and driven by the demand for porter, it expanded rapidly and became one of the largest 
brewers in London. Its growth continued into and through the 19th century with the expansion of its brewery 
and pub estate. In 1873, it purchased Philips Brewery in Burton and became the largest brewery in the world.  

The situation changed for Truman's in the 20th century as it had to come to terms with the rise of lager, 
cheaper competition from imports and the consolidation of the biggest names in British brewing through 
mergers. Attempts to come to terms with these changes through management restructures and rebranding 
did not succeed, and in 1989 the brewery was closed. 

The Truman's brand was revived in 2010 and, since 2013, beer is again being brewed in East London under the 
Truman's name. 
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122 Leadenhall Street is an address on Leadenhall Street in London where the 225 m (737 ft) tall Leadenhall 
Building is located. The commercial skyscraper, opened in July 2014, is designed by Rogers Stirk Harbour + 
Partners and informally known as "The Cheesegrater" because of its distinctive wedge shape. It is one of a 
number of new tall buildings recently completed or under construction in the City of London financial district, 
including 20 Fenchurch Street, The Pinnacle, and The Scalpel. 

The site is adjacent to the Lloyd's building, also designed by Rogers, which is the current home of the insurance 
market Lloyd's of London. Until 2007 the Leadenhall site was occupied by a building owned by the developer 
British Land and designed by Gollins Melvin Ward Partnership that was constructed in the 1960s. That building 
was demolished in preparation for redevelopment of the site. By December 2009, the site was cleared but 
construction had stalled. The project, initially delayed due to the financial crisis, was revived in October 2010 
and Oxford Properties is now co-developing the property in partnership with British Land.  

6 OF HEARTS 

 

Fleet Street is a major street in the City of London. It runs west to east from Temple Bar at the boundary with 
the City of Westminster to Ludgate Circus at the site of the London Wall and the River Fleet from which the 
street was named. 

Having been an important through route since Roman times, businesses were established along the road 
during the Middle Ages. Senior clergy lived in Fleet Street during this period where there are several churches 
including Temple Church and St Bride's. Fleet Street became known for printing and publishing at the start of 
the 16th century and it became the dominant trade so that by the 20th century most British national 
newspapers operated from here. Much of the industry moved out in the 1980s after News International set up 
cheaper manufacturing premises in Wapping, but some former newspaper buildings are listed and have been 
preserved. The term Fleet Street remains a metonym for the British national press, and pubs on the street 
once frequented by journalists remain popular. 

Fleet Street has a significant number of monuments and statues along its length, including the dragon at 
Temple Bar and memorials to a number of figures from the British press, such as Samuel Pepys and Lord 
Northcliffe. The street is mentioned in several works by Charles Dickens and is where the legendary fictitious 

murderous barber Sweeney Todd lived. 
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7 OF HEARTS 

 

Selfridges is a Grade II listed retail premises on Oxford Street in London. It was designed by Daniel 
Burnham for Harry Gordon Selfridge, and opened in 1909. Still the headquarters of Selfridge & Co. 
department stores, with 540,000 square feet (50,000 m2) of selling space, the store is the second 
largest retail premises in the UK,[1] half as big as the biggest department store in Europe, Harrods. It 
was named the world's best department store in 2010, and again in 2012. 

8 OF HEARTS 

 

The Daily Express Building (120 Fleet Street) is a Grade II* listed building located in Fleet Street in the City of 
London. It was designed in 1932 by Ellis and Clark to serve as the home of the Daily Express newspaper and is 
one of the most prominent examples of art-deco architecture in London. 

The exterior features a black façade with rounded corners in vitrolite and clear glass, with chromium strips. 
The flamboyant lobby, designed by Robert Atkinson, includes plaster reliefs by Eric Aumonier, silver and gilt 
decorations, a magnificent silvered pendant lamp and an oval staircase. The furniture inside the building was, 
for the most part, designed by Betty Joel.  

The Grade II* listing relates not only to the architectural features but also to the massive reinforced concrete 
stacked portal frame structure designed by Sir Owen Williams. 

As part of a redevelopment of the surrounding site the building was entirely refurbished in 2000 by John 
Robertson Architects. The foyer was recreated largely from photographs and the façade completely upgraded. 
The concrete portal frame structure was preserved. 
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The lobby of this building was open to the public on London Open House day, over the weekend of 19 and 20 
September 2009. Members of the public were allowed to view the lobby, which is normally only accessible to 
employees of the building and invited guests. 

9 OF HEARTS 

 

30 St Mary Axe (informally known as the Gherkin and previously as the Swiss Re Building) is a commercial 
skyscraper in London's primary financial district, the City of London. It was completed in December 2003 and 
opened in April 2004. With 41 stories, it is 180 metres (591 ft) tall and stands on the former sites of the Baltic 
Exchange and Chamber of Shipping, which were extensively damaged in 1992 by the explosion of a bomb 
placed by the Provisional IRA in St Mary Axe, the street from which the tower takes its name.  

After plans to build the 92-storey Millennium Tower were dropped, 30 St Mary Axe was designed by Norman 
Foster and Arup Group.

 
 It was erected by Skanska, with construction commencing in 2001.  

The building has become a recognisable feature of London, and it is one of the city's most widely recognised 
examples of contemporary architecture. 

10 OF HEARTS 

 

Whitechapel Road is a major arterial road in Whitechapel, Tower Hamlets, in the East End of London. It is 
named after a small chapel of ease dedicated to St Mary and connects Aldgate to the west (as Whitechapel 
High Street) with Mile End Road to the east. The road is part of the historic Roman road from London to 
Colchester, now the A11. 

The road had become built up by the 19th century and is now a main shopping district in the Whitechapel 
area. There is an established market along the road next to Whitechapel station. The Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
and the Royal London Hospital have been based on Whitechapel Road since the 18th century. It remains an 
important road and is marked with bus lanes, with limited parking. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Open_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltic_Exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltic_Exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provisional_Irish_Republican_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary_Axe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennium_Tower_(London)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Foster,_Baron_Foster_of_Thames_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Foster,_Baron_Foster_of_Thames_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arup_Group_Limited
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skanska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arterial_road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Tower_Hamlets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_End_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapel_of_ease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldgate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mile_End_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A11_road_(Great_Britain)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel_Road_market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel_Bell_Foundry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_London_Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus_lane


 
 

26 
 

Several ethnic minority communities have centred on Whitechapel Road. The road was a focal point of the 
Jewish Community from the 1850s to the 1930s, with many Jewish shops and market stalls. Towards the latter 
part of the 20th century, the street became an established settlement of the British Bangladeshi community, 
who now sell a range of authentic Asian food and clothes in the market and on shop fronts. Altab Ali Park sits 
on the site of the original church at the western end of Whitechapel Road, and is a memorial to an Asian 
worker who suffered a fatal racial attack in 1978. 

JACK OF HEARTS 

 

The Royal Albert Hall is a concert hall on the northern edge of South Kensington, London, which has held the 
Proms concerts annually each summer since 1941. It has a capacity of up to 5,272 seats. The Hall is a 
registered charity held in trust for the nation and receives no public or government funding.  

Since its opening by Queen Victoria in 1871, the world's leading artists from many performance genres have 
appeared on its stage and it has become one of the UK's most treasured and distinctive buildings. The location 
of some of the most notable events in British culture, each year it hosts more than 390 shows in the main 
auditorium, including classical, rock and pop concerts, ballet, opera, film screenings with live orchestra, sports, 
award ceremonies, school and community events, charity performances and banquets. A further 400 events 
are held each year in the non-auditorium spaces. 

The Hall was originally supposed to have been called the Central Hall of Arts and Sciences, but the name was 
changed to the Royal Albert Hall of Arts and Sciences by Queen Victoria upon laying the Hall's foundation stone 
in 1867, in memory of her husband, Prince Albert, who had died six years earlier. It forms the practical part of 
a memorial to the Prince Consort – the decorative part is the Albert Memorial directly to the north in 
Kensington Gardens, now separated from the Hall by Kensington Gore. 
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QUEEN OF HEARTS 

 

Windsor Castle is a royal residence at Windsor in the English county of Berkshire. It is notable for its long 
association with the English and later British royal family and for its architecture. 

The original castle was built in the 11th century after the Norman invasion of England by William the 
Conqueror. Since the time of Henry I, it has been used by the reigning monarch and is the longest-occupied 
palace in Europe. The castle's lavish early 19th-century State Apartments were described by the art historian 
Hugh Roberts as "a superb and unrivalled sequence of rooms widely regarded as the finest and most complete 
expression of later Georgian taste". Inside the castle walls is the 15th-century St George's Chapel, considered 
by the historian John Martin Robinson to be "one of the supreme achievements of English Perpendicular 
Gothic" design.  

Originally designed to protect Norman dominance around the outskirts of London and oversee a strategically 
important part of the River Thames, Windsor Castle was built as a motte-and-bailey, with three wards 
surrounding a central mound. Gradually replaced with stone fortifications, the castle withstood a prolonged 
siege during the First Barons' War at the start of the 13th century. Henry III built a luxurious royal palace within 
the castle during the middle of the century, and Edward III went further, rebuilding the palace to make an even 
grander set of buildings in what would become "the most expensive secular building project of the entire 
Middle Ages in England". Edward's core design lasted through the Tudor period, during which Henry VIII and 
Elizabeth I made increasing use of the castle as a royal court and centre for diplomatic entertainment. 

Windsor Castle survived the tumultuous period of the English Civil War, when it was used as a military 
headquarters by Parliamentary forces and a prison for Charles I. At the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, 
Charles II rebuilt much of Windsor Castle with the help of the architect Hugh May, creating a set of extravagant 
Baroque interiors that are still admired. After a period of neglect during the 18th century, George III and 
George IV renovated and rebuilt Charles II's palace at colossal expense, producing the current design of the 
State Apartments, full of Rococo, Gothic and Baroque furnishings. Queen Victoria made a few minor changes 
to the castle, which became the centre for royal entertainment for much of her reign. Windsor Castle was used 
as a refuge by the royal family during the Luftwaffe bombing campaigns of the Second World War and survived 
a fire in 1992. It is a popular tourist attraction, a venue for hosting state visits, and the preferred weekend 

home of Elizabeth II. 
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KING OF HEARTS 

 

St James's Palace is the most senior royal palace in the United Kingdom. Located in the City of Westminster, 
although no longer the principal residence of the monarch, it is the ceremonial meeting place of the Accession 
Council and the London residence of several minor members of the royal family. 

Built by King Henry VIII on the site of a leper hospital dedicated to Saint James the Less, the palace was 
secondary in importance to the Palace of Whitehall for most Tudor and Stuart monarchs. The palace increased 
in importance during the reigns of the early Georgian monarchy, but was displaced by Buckingham Palace in 
the late-18th and early-19th centuries. After decades of being used increasingly for only formal occasions, the 
move was formalised by Queen Victoria in 1837. Today the palace houses a number of official offices, societies 
and collections and all ambassadors and high commissioners to the United Kingdom are still accredited to the 
Court of St James's. 

Mainly built between 1531 and 1536 in red-brick, the palace's architecture is primarily Tudor in style. A fire in 
1809 destroyed parts of the structure, including the monarch's private apartments, which were never 
replaced. Some 17th-century interiors survive, but most were remodelled in the 19th century. 

ACE OF SPADES 

 

The Royal Opera House (ROH) is an opera house and major performing arts venue in Covent Garden, central 
London. The large building is often referred to as simply "Covent Garden", after a previous use of the site of 
the opera house's original construction in 1732. It is the home of The Royal Opera, The Royal Ballet, and the 
Orchestra of the Royal Opera House. Originally called the Theatre Royal, it served primarily as a playhouse for 
the first hundred years of its history. In 1734, the first ballet was presented. A year later, Handel's first season 
of operas began. Many of his operas and oratorios were specifically written for Covent Garden and had their 
premieres there. 

The current building is the third theatre on the site following disastrous fires in 1808 and 1856. The façade, 
foyer, and auditorium date from 1858, but almost every other element of the present complex dates from an 
extensive reconstruction in the 1990s. The main auditorium seats 2,256 people, making it the third largest in 
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London, and consists of four tiers of boxes and balconies and the amphitheatre gallery. The proscenium is 
12.20 m wide and 14.80 m high. The main auditorium is a Grade I listed building.

 

2 OF SPADES 

 

The dragon boundary marks are cast iron statues of dragons on metal or stone plinths that mark the 
boundaries of the City of London. The dragons are painted silver, with details of their wings and tongue picked 
out in red. The dragon stands on one rear leg, the other lifted against a shield, with the right foreleg raised and 
the left foreleg holding a shield which bears the City of London's coat of arms, painted in red and white. This 
stance is the equivalent of the rampant heraldic 'attitude' of the supporters of the City's arms. 

3 OF SPADES 

 

The Millennium Bridge, officially known as the London Millennium Footbridge, is a steel suspension bridge for 
pedestrians crossing the River Thames in London, England, linking Bankside with the City of London. It is 
located between Southwark Bridge and Blackfriars Railway Bridge. It is owned and maintained by Bridge House 
Estates, a charitable trust overseen by the City of London Corporation. Construction began in 1998, and it 
initially opened in June 2000. 

Londoners nicknamed the bridge the "Wobbly Bridge" after pedestrians experienced an alarming swaying 
motion. The bridge was closed later on opening day and, after two days of limited access, for almost two years 
while modifications were made to eliminate the motion. It reopened in February 2002. 

The southern end of the bridge is near the Globe Theatre, the Bankside Gallery, and Tate Modern, while the 
northern end of the bridge is next to the City of London School below St Paul's Cathedral. The bridge alignment 
is such that a clear view (i.e. a "terminating vista") of St Paul's south façade is presented from across the river, 
framed by the bridge supports. 
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4 OF SPADES 

 

The National Gallery is an art museum in Trafalgar Square in the City of Westminster, in Central London. 
Founded in 1824, it houses a collection of over 2,300 paintings dating from the mid-13th century to 1900.  

The Gallery is an exempt charity, and a non-departmental public body of the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport.

 
 Its collection belongs to the government on behalf of the British public, and entry to the main 

collection is free of charge. It is among the most visited art museums in the world, after the Louvre, the British 
Museum, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  

Unlike comparable museums in continental Europe, the National Gallery was not formed by nationalising an 
existing royal or princely art collection. It came into being when the British government bought 38 paintings 
from the heirs of John Julius Angerstein, an insurance broker and patron of the arts, in 1824. After that initial 
purchase the Gallery was shaped mainly by its early directors, notably Sir Charles Lock Eastlake, and by private 
donations, which comprise two-thirds of the collection.  

The resulting collection is small in size, compared with many European national galleries, but encyclopaedic in 
scope; most major developments in Western painting "from Giotto to Cézanne" are represented with 
important works. It used to be claimed that this was one of the few national galleries that had all its works on 
permanent exhibition, but this is no longer the case. 

The present building, the third to house the National Gallery, was designed by William Wilkins from 1832 to 
1838. Only the façade onto Trafalgar Square remains essentially unchanged from this time, as the building has 
been expanded piecemeal throughout its history. Wilkins's building was often criticised for the perceived 
weaknesses of its design and for its lack of space; the latter problem led to the establishment of the Tate 
Gallery for British art in 1897. 

The Sainsbury Wing, an extension to the west by Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown, is a notable example 
of Postmodernist architecture in Britain. The current Director of the National Gallery is Gabriele Finaldi. 

The Gallery was caught in controversy in 2018 over having some of the most expensive exhibition prices ever 

seen in London. 
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5 OF SPADES 

 

Nelson's Column is a monument in Trafalgar Square in central London built to commemorate Admiral Horatio 
Nelson, who died at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The monument was constructed between 1840 and 1843 
to a design by William Railton at a cost of £47,000. It is a column of the Corinthian order built from Dartmoor 
granite. The Craigleith sandstone statue of Nelson is by E.H. Baily, and the four bronze lions on the base, added 
in 1867, were designed by Sir Edwin Landseer.  

The pedestal is decorated with four bronze relief panels, each 18 feet (5.5 m) square, cast from captured 
French guns. They depict the Battle of Cape St Vincent, the Battle of the Nile, the Battle of Copenhagen, and 
the death of Nelson at Trafalgar. The sculptors were Musgrave Watson, William F. Woodington, John 
Ternouth, and John Edward Carew, respectively. 

It was refurbished in 2006 at a cost of £420,000, at which time it was surveyed and found to be 14 ft 6 in 
(4.4 m) shorter than previously supposed. The whole monument is 169 ft 3 in (51.6 m) tall from the bottom of 
the pedestal to the top of Nelson's hat. 

6 OF SPADES 

 

Liberty is a department store on Great Marlborough Street in the West End of London. It sells luxury 
goods including women's, men's and children's fashion, cosmetics and fragrances, jewellery, 
accessories, homeware, furniture, stationery and gifts, and is known for its floral and graphic prints. 
Turnover for 2015 was forecasted to be £145 million, up from £132 million in 2014. 
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7 OF SPADES 

 

The Camden markets are a number of adjoining large retail markets in Camden Town near the Hampstead 
Road Lock of the Regent's Canal (popularly referred to as Camden Lock), often collectively named "Camden 
Market" or "Camden Lock". Among products sold on the stalls are crafts, clothing, bric-a-brac, and fast food. It 
is the fourth-most popular visitor attraction in London, attracting approximately 250,000 people each week.  

A small local foodstuffs market has operated in Inverness Street in Camden Town since the beginning of the 
20th century. From 1974 a small weekly crafts market that operated every Sunday near Camden Lock 
developed into a large complex of markets. The markets, originally temporary stalls only, extended to a 
mixture of stalls and fixed premises. The traditional Inverness Street market started losing stalls once local 
supermarkets opened; by mid-2013 all the original stalls had gone, being replaced by stalls similar to those of 
the other markets, including fast food but not produce. 

The markets originally operated on Sundays only, which continues to be the main trading day. Opening later 
extended to Saturdays for most of the market. A number of traders, mainly those in fixed premises, operate 
throughout the week, although the weekend remains the peak period. 

In 2014, Israeli billionaire Teddy Sagi started buying property in the Camden Market area.
 
 By March 2015, 

having purchased the four most important of the six sections of the market, he announced plans to invest 
£300 million in developing the market area by 2018. 
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8 OF SPADES 

 

Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell of the clock at the north end of the Palace of Westminster in London 
and is usually extended to refer to both the clock and the clock tower. The official name of the tower in which 
Big Ben is located was originally the Clock Tower, but it was renamed Elizabeth Tower in 2012 to mark the 
Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II. 

The tower was designed by Augustus Pugin in a neo-gothic style. When completed in 1859, its clock was the 
largest and most accurate four-faced striking and chiming clock in the world.

[4]
 The tower stands 315 feet 

(96 m) tall, and the climb from ground level to the belfry is 334 steps. Its base is square, measuring 39 feet 
(12 m) on each side. Dials of the clock are 23 feet (7.0 m) in diameter. On 31 May 2009, celebrations were held 
to mark the tower's 150th anniversary.  

Big Ben is the largest of five bells and weighs 13.5 long tons (13.7 tones; 15.1 short tons).
 
 It was the largest 

bell in the United Kingdom for 23 years. The origin of the bell's nickname is open to question; it may be named 
after Sir Benjamin Hall, who oversaw its installation, or heavyweight boxing champion Benjamin Caunt. Four 
quarter bells chime at 15, 30 and 45 minutes past the hour and just before Big Ben tolls on the hour. The clock 
uses its original Victorian mechanism, but an electric motor can be used as a backup. 

The tower is a British cultural icon recognised all over the world. It is one of the most prominent symbols of 
the United Kingdom and parliamentary democracy, and it is often used in the establishing shot of films set in 
London. The clock tower has been part of a Grade I listed building since 1970 and a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site since 1987. 

On 21 August 2017, a four-year schedule of renovation works began on the tower, which are to include the 
addition of a lift. There are also plans to re-glaze and repaint the clock dials. With a few exceptions, such as 
New Year's Eve and Remembrance Sunday, the bells are to be silent until the work has been completed in the 
2020’s. 
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9 OF SPADES 

 

Post box (British English; also written postbox), also known as a collection box, mailbox, letter box or drop 
box (American English) is a physical box into which members of the public can deposit outgoing mail intended 
for collection by the agents of a country's postal service. The term post box can also refer to a private letter 
box for incoming mail. 

10 OF SPADES 

 

The Queen's Guard and Queen's Life Guard (called King's Guard and King's Life Guard when the reigning 
monarch is male) with hut. 

JACK OF SPADES 

 

St Paul's Cathedral, London, is an Anglican cathedral, the seat of the Bishop of London and the mother church 
of the Diocese of London. It sits on Ludgate Hill at the highest point of the City of London and is a Grade I listed 
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building. Its dedication to Paul the Apostle dates back to the original church on this site, founded in AD 604. 
The present cathedral, dating from the late 17th century, was designed in the English Baroque style by Sir 
Christopher Wren. Its construction, completed in Wren's lifetime, was part of a major rebuilding programme in 
the City after the Great Fire of London.  

The cathedral is one of the most famous and most recognizable sights of London. Its dome, framed by the 
spires of Wren's City churches, has dominated the skyline for over 300 years. At 365 feet (111 m) high, it was 
the tallest building in London from 1710 to 1967. The dome is among the highest in the world. St Paul's is the 
second-largest church building in area in the United Kingdom after Liverpool Cathedral. 

St Paul's Cathedral occupies a significant place in the national identity. It is the central subject of much 
promotional material, as well as of images of the dome surrounded by the smoke and fire of the Blitz.

 
 Services 

held at St Paul's have included the funerals of Admiral Nelson, the Duke of Wellington, Sir Winston Churchill 
and Baroness Thatcher; jubilee celebrations for Queen Victoria; peace services marking the end of the First 
and Second World Wars; the wedding of Charles, Prince of Wales and Lady Diana Spencer; the launch of the 
Festival of Britain; and the thanksgiving services for the Silver, Golden and Diamond Jubilees and the 80th and 
90th birthdays of Elizabeth II. 

St Paul's Cathedral is a working church with hourly prayer and daily services. The tourist entry fee at the door 
is £18 for adults (March 2017, cheaper online), but no charge is made to worshippers. 

QUEEN OF SPADES 

 

Sandringham House is a country house near Sandringham, Norfolk, England. It is the private home of Queen 
Elizabeth II. The house stands within a 20,000 acres (8,100 ha) estate in the Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. The original house on the site was Georgian, constructed in 1771. In 1862, the estate was 
purchased for Edward VII, then Prince of Wales, as a country home for himself and his soon-to-be wife, 
Alexandra of Denmark. Between 1870 and 1900, the house was almost completely rebuilt in a style described 
by Pevsner as "frenetic Jacobean". Edward also developed the estate, creating one of the finest shoots in 
England. The house has passed through three further generations of the British royal family, with two kings, 
George V and George VI dying at Sandringham. 

Following Edward's death in 1910, the estate passed to his second son and heir, George V, who described the 
house as "dear old Sandringham, the place I love better than anywhere else in the world." It was the setting 
for the first ever Christmas broadcast in 1932. George V died at the house on 20 January 1936. As the private 
property of the monarch, the estate passed to his son, Edward VIII and, at the abdication, was purchased by 
Edward's brother, George VI. King George was as devoted to the house as his father, writing to his mother 
Queen Mary, "I have always been so happy here and I love the place". He died at the house on 6 February 
1952. 
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The estate then passed to Elizabeth II. In 1957 the Queen gave her first televised Christmas message from the 
house. In the 1960s, plans were drawn up to demolish the house entirely and replace it with a modern 
structure but these were not acted upon. In 1977, the year of her Silver Jubilee, the Queen opened the house 
and estate to the public. The house, the landscaped gardens, park and woodlands are listed Grade II* on the 
Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. 

 KING OF SPADES 

 

The Tower of London, officially Her Majesty's Royal Palace and Fortress of the Tower of London, is a historic 
castle located on the north bank of the River Thames in central London. It lies within the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets, separated from the eastern edge of the square mile of the City of London by the open space 
known as Tower Hill. It was founded towards the end of 1066 as part of the Norman Conquest of England. The 
White Tower, which gives the entire castle its name, was built by William the Conqueror in 1078 and was a 
resented symbol of oppression, inflicted upon London by the new ruling elite. The castle was used as a prison 
from 1100 (Ranulf Flambard) until 1952 (Kray twins),

 
 although that was not its primary purpose. A grand 

palace early in its history, it served as a royal residence. As a whole, the Tower is a complex of several buildings 
set within two concentric rings of defensive walls and a moat. There were several phases of expansion, mainly 
under Kings Richard I, Henry III, and Edward I in the 12th and 13th centuries. The general layout established by 
the late 13th century remains despite later activity on the site. 

The Tower of London has played a prominent role in English history. It was besieged several times, and 
controlling it has been important to controlling the country. The Tower has served variously as an armoury, a 
treasury, a menagerie, the home of the Royal Mint, a public record office, and the home of the Crown Jewels 
of England. From the early 14th century until the reign of Charles II, a procession would be led from the Tower 
to Westminster Abbey on the coronation of a monarch. In the absence of the monarch, the Constable of the 
Tower is in charge of the castle. This was a powerful and trusted position in the medieval period. In the late 
15th century, the castle was the prison of the Princes in the Tower. Under the Tudors, the Tower became used 
less as a royal residence, and despite attempts to refortify and repair the castle, its defences lagged behind 
developments to deal with artillery. 

The peak period of the castle's use as a prison was the 16th and 17th centuries, when many figures who had 
fallen into disgrace, such as Elizabeth I before she became queen, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Elizabeth 
Throckmorton, were held within its walls. This use has led to the phrase "sent to the Tower". Despite its 
enduring reputation as a place of torture and death, popularised by 16th-century religious propagandists and 
19th-century writers, only seven people were executed within the Tower before the World Wars of the 
20th century. Executions were more commonly held on the notorious Tower Hill to the north of the castle, 
with 112 occurring there over a 400-year period. In the latter half of the 19th century, institutions such as the 
Royal Mint moved out of the castle to other locations, leaving many buildings empty. Anthony Salvin and John 
Taylor took the opportunity to restore the Tower to what was felt to be its medieval appearance, clearing out 
many of the vacant post-medieval structures. In the First and Second World Wars, the Tower was again used 
as a prison and witnessed the executions of 12 men for espionage. After the Second World War, damage 
caused during the Blitz was repaired, and the castle reopened to the public. Today, the Tower of London is one 
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of the country's most popular tourist attractions. Under the ceremonial charge of the Constable of the Tower, 
it is cared for by the charity Historic Royal Palaces and is protected as a World Heritage Site. 

THE JOKER 

A design of a joker juggling the each suit of cards.  Two jokers are in a pack so two are placed on the piece. 

Consideration was given to making each ‘joker’ a political figure, but this was discounted due to the 
controversial political statement this would make. 
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