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The original inspiration for this work has been the economic turmoil experienced worldwide 
since 2007. 

 
The aim is to make a statement on property prices in London which have seen considerable 
instability over recent years.  The idea originates from the familiar yet the reality of buying 
property particularly in London is varied.  There are differences between places and the artist’s 
intention was to draw attention to this.  Images are extremely detailed and audacious colours 
have been utilized to create a visually unrealistic yet fun and bold architectural piece of art. 
 
The viewer will identify the familiar and understand the link with the theme.  Colours are linked 
so that each image works with the next and the overall composition works together. 

 
Unlike traditional art where there is usually a single focal point, this contemporary piece results 
in as many focal points as there are images, which means that the piece provides detail to 
satisfy intellectual curiosity; and from a sea of colour to enhance the senses. 

 
The overall aim is to create a fun piece with a serious concept, where the visual language can be 
read in individual images, yet the total composition is pieced together to make a comprehensive, 
and fascinating artwork for the viewer. 
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ORDER 
 

1. The Bank of England    - GO 
2. Old Kent Road 
3. Big Ben    - COMMUNITY CHEST 
4. Whitechapel Road 
5. Inland Revenue   - Tax 
6. King’s Cross Station  
7. The Angel Corner House  - The Angel Islington  
8. Ladbrokes    - Chance 
9. Euston Road      
10. Pentonville Road 
11. The Tower of London   - Jail  
12. Pall Mall showing the Institute of 

Directors    - Pall Mall    -  
13. Battersea Power Station  -Electric Company 
14. Whitehall    - The Old War Office 
15. Northumberland Avenue 
16. Fenchurch Station 
17. Bow Street    - Bow Street Magistrates Court 
18. St Paul’s Cathedral   -Community Chest 
19. Marlborough Street   - Liberty’s 
20. Vine Street 
21. Pavilion Car Park   -Free Parking 
22. Strand     - The Royal Courts of Justice 
23. The Hippodrome Casino  - Chance 
24. Fleet Street    - Fleet Street showing views of St Pauls 
25. Trafalgar Square   - The National Gallery  
26. Fenchurch Street Station 
27. Leicester Square   - View with the Odeon Cinema 
28. Coventry Street   - Trocodero Entertainment complex 
29. Water Tower, Kew   - Waterworks 
30. Piccadilly    - Fortnum and Masons 
31. The Old Bailey    - Go to Jail 
32. Regent Street     
33. Oxford Street    - Selfridge & Co with portrait of artist 
34. City Hall    - Community Chest 
35. Bond Street    - View of Bond Street with Chanel and Chaumet 
36. Liverpool Street Station 
37. The Stock Exchange   - Chance 
38. Park Lane    - The Park Lane Hotel 
39. The Treasury    - Super Tax 
40. Mayfair    - Aspinal shop with the Handel House Museum 

       above 
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THE BANK OF ENGLAND 

The Bank of England, formally the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, is the 

Central Bank of the United Kingdom and the model on which most modern central banks 

have been based. Established in 1694, it is the second oldest central bank in the world, after 

the Sveriges Riksbank, and the world's 8th oldest bank. It was established to act as the 

English Government's banker, and is still the banker for the Government of the United 

Kingdom.Government. The Bank was privately owned by stockholders from its foundation in 

1694 until nationalised in 1946. 

In 1998, it became an independent public organisation, wholly owned by the Treasury 

Solicitor
 
on behalf of the government, with independence in setting monetary policy. 

The Bank is one of eight banks authorised to issue banknotes in the United Kingdom, but has 

a monopoly on the issue of banknotes in England and Wales and regulates the issue of 

banknotes by commercial banks in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
 

OLD KENT ROAD 

The Old Kent Road is a road in Bermondsey, South East London, and forms part of Watling 

Street the Roman road which ran from Dover to Holyhead.   The street is famous as the equal 

cheapest property on the London monopoly board and is the only one in South London.  The 

reason for this is uncertain but nevertheless an interest fact. 

BIG BEN  

Big Ben was chosen to represent Community Chest. 

Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell of the clock at the north end of the Palace of 

Westminster in London,  and often extended to refer to the clock and the clock tower. 

The tower is officially known as the Elizabeth Tower, renamed as such to celebrate the 

Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II  (prior to being renamed in 2012 it was known as simply 

"Clock Tower"). The tower holds the second largest four-faced chiming clock in the world 

(Minneapolis City Hall being the first).   The tower was completed in 1858 and had its 150th 

anniversary on 31 May 2009,] during which celebratory events took place. The tower has 

become one of the most prominent symbols of the United Kingdom and is often in the 

establishing shot of films set in London. 

WHITECHAPEL ROAD 

Whitechapel Road is a major arterial road in the East End of London. It connects 

Whitechapel High Street to the west with Mile End Road to the east and forms part of the 

A11 road. It is a main shopping street in the Whitechapel area of Tower Hamlets and has a 

street market. The name derives from a small chapel of ease dedicated to St Mary. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sveriges_Riksbank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oldest_banks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banknotes_of_the_pound_sterling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_Jubilee_of_Elizabeth_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis_City_Hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Establishing_shot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arterial_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_End_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel_High_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mile_End_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A11_road_(Great_Britain)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_Hamlets
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_market
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapel_of_ease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary
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The well-known Whitechapel Bell Foundry is based in buildings on Whitechapel Road that 

date from 1670. They were formerly used as a coaching inn known as “The Artichoke”. The 

buildings replaced smaller premises on the north side of the road. 

INCOME TAX 

This place on the board is represented by the old Inland Revenue building which is part of 

Somerset House.  This is a large Neoclassical building situated on the south side of the Strand 

in London and it overlooks the River Thames which is east of Waterloo ~Bridge. The 

building originally the site of a Tudor palace, was designed by Sir William Chambers in 1776 

and further extended with Victorian wings to the north and south.  The East Wing forms part 

of the adjacent King’s College London. 

KINGS CROSS STATION 

King's Cross railway station is a major London railway terminus, opened in 1852. It is on 

the northern edge of central London, at the junction of Euston Road and York Way, in the 

London Borough of Camden on the boundary with the London Borough of Islington. It is one 

of 19 stations managed by Network Rail. 

King's Cross station is the southern terminus of the East Coast Main Line, one of Britain's 

major railway backbones providing high speed inter-city services to destinations in 

Yorkshire, the North East and northern and eastern Scotland. East Coast is the main inter-city 

operator and its most important long-distance destinations are Leeds, Newcastle and 

Edinburgh. Other inter-city operators serving the station include First Hull Trains and Grand 

Central. 

King's Cross is also a London terminus for Great Northern which provides commuter services 

to areas of North London and outer-suburban/regional services to Hertfordshire and 

Cambridgeshire including fast regional services to Peterborough, Cambridge and King's 

Lynn. 

THE ANGEL ISLINGTON 

The Angel, Islington is a historic landmark and a series of buildings that have stood on the 

corner of Islington High Street and Pentonville Road in Islington, London, England. The site 

of the Angel Inn from the 16th century, on lands belonging to the Clerkenwell Priory, it was 

rebuilt many times and the site was bisected by the New Road in 1756. It gave its name to 

Angel tube station, opened in 1901, and the surrounding Angel area of London. 

The current structure was completed in 1899 and was known as the Angel Hotel. The 

building was acquired by J. Lyons and Co. in 1921 and was used as the Angel Cafe 

Restaurant. In 1935 it was chosen as a property for the British version of Monopoly. The 

building was sold to the London County Council in 1959 to be demolished as part of plans 

for road improvement works that did not take place. It was returned to private ownership, 

renovated from 1979 and reopened in 1982 as the Angel Corner House. It is currently used 

as offices and a branch of The Co-operative Bank, and is a grade II listed building. In 1998 a 

new pub called The Angel, operated by J D Wetherspoon, opened adjacent to the building. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitechapel_Bell_Foundry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coaching_inn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_station_group
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euston_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Camden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Islington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Network_Rail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Coast_Main_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorkshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_East_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Coast_(train_operating_company)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newcastle_upon_Tyne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Hull_Trains
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Central_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Central_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thameslink_and_Great_Northern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hertfordshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridgeshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Lynn_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Lynn_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clerkenwell_Priory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Road,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel_tube_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Lyons_and_Co.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monopoly_(game)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_County_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Co-operative_Bank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pub
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J_D_Wetherspoon
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LADBROKES  

Ladbrokes represents the first chance on the board. 

Ladbrokes’ plc  is a British based gaming company. It is based in Rayners Lane in Harrow, 

London. From 14 May 1999 to 23 February 2006, when it owned the Hilton hotel brand 

outside the United States, it was known as Hilton Group plc. It is listed on the London Stock 

Exchange and is a member of the FTSE 250 Index, having been relegated from the FTSE 100 

Index in June 2006.  

Ladbrokes’ first London offices were situated in the vicinity of the Strand, later moving to 

Hanover Square in 1906 and, in 1913, the firm graduated to Six Old Burlington Street, 

Mayfair. 

These Betting shops are located all around London. 

In August 2014, Ladbrokes announced a pre-tax profits drop of 49.7% during the first half of 

2014. 

EUSTON ROAD 

It was decided that the iconic St Pancras Railway Station building was the obvious choice for 

this place on the board.   

St Pancras railway station, also known as London St Pancras and since 2007 as St 

Pancras International, is a central London railway terminus and Grade I listed building 

located on Euston Road in the St Pancras area of the London Borough of Camden. It stands 

between the British Library, King's Cross station and the Regent's Canal and is a structure 

widely known for its Victorian architecture. It was opened in 1868 by the Midland Railway 

as the southern terminus of its mainline which connected London with the East Midlands and 

Yorkshire. When it opened, the arched Barlow train shed was the largest single-span roof in 

the world. 

Euston Road is an important thoroughfare in central London, England, and forms part of the 

A501. It was originally the central section of the New Road from Paddington to Islington, 

opened in 1756, London's first bypass, through the fields to the north of London, now 

generally regarded as being in central London. 

The road runs from west to east from Marylebone Road to Pentonville Road. It meets the 

northern end of Tottenham Court Road at a large junction where there is an underpass. 

PENTONVILLE ROAD 

Scala building is a nightclub and live music venue in London, England, near King's Cross 

railway station. 

The Scala was originally built as a cinema to the designs of H Courtney Constantine, but 

construction was interrupted by the First World War and it spent some time being used to 

manufacture aircraft parts, and as a labour exchange for demobilised troops before opening in 

1920 as the King's Cross Cinema. The cinema changed hands and names several times 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gambling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rayners_Lane
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrow,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrow,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilton_Hotels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Stock_Exchange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Stock_Exchange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FTSE_250_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FTSE_100_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FTSE_100_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strand,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanover_Square,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayfair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_station_group
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euston_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Pancras,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Camden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_King%27s_Cross_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regent%27s_Canal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Main_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Midlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorkshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Barlow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Train_shed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A501_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Road,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paddington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bypass_route
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marylebone_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentonville_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tottenham_Court_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underpass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nightclub
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_King%27s_Cross_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_King%27s_Cross_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=H_Courtney_Constantine&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_exchange
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through its life and also changed focus, ranging from main-stream to art-house to adult film 

over 70 years, as well as spending a short time as a primatarium. 

Scala now plays host to many eclectic club nights, and has featured live music acts including 

Epica, The Libertines, Deftones, Outlandish, London Elektricity, Coldplay, Foo Fighters, The 

Killers, Big Talk, Moby, HIM, Wheatus, Adam Ant, Sheryl Crow, Sara Bareilles, Gavin 

DeGraw, Ray LaMontagne, Super Furry Animals, The Chemical Brothers, Avril Lavigne, 

Enslaved, Gorgoroth, Lacuna Coil, Maroon 5, The Script, Melanie C, KLOQ (band), 

Gabrielle Aplin and Bastille. The venue is also used for a party in which representatives of 

that year's Eurovision Song Contest get a chance to perform live and promote their song in 

the hope that Britons will vote for them 

JAIL 

Her Majesty's Royal Palace and Fortress, known as the Tower of London, is a historic 

castle located on the north bank of the River Thames in central London. It lies within the 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets, separated from the eastern edge of the square mile of the 

City of London by the open space known as Tower Hill. It was founded towards the end of 

1066 as part of the Norman Conquest of England. The White Tower, which gives the entire 

castle its name, was built by William the Conqueror in 1078, and was a resented symbol of 

oppression, inflicted upon London by the new ruling elite. The castle was used as a prison 

from 1100 (Ranulf Flambard) until 1952 although that was not its primary purpose. A grand 

palace early in its history, it served as a royal residence. As a whole, the Tower is a complex 

of several buildings set within two concentric rings of defensive walls and a moat. There 

were several phases of expansion, mainly under Kings Richard the Lionheart, Henry III, and 

Edward I in the 12th and 13th centuries. The general layout established by the late 

13th century remains despite later activity on the site. 

The Tower of London has played a prominent role in English history. It was besieged several 

times and controlling it has been important to controlling the country. The Tower has served 

variously as an armoury, a treasury, a menagerie, the home of the Royal Mint, a public 

records office, and the home of the Crown Jewels of the United Kingdom. From the early 

14th century until the reign of Charles II, a procession would be led from the Tower to 

Westminster Abbey on the coronation of a monarch. In the absence of the monarch, the 

Constable of the Tower is in charge of the castle. This was a powerful and trusted position in 

the medieval period. In the late 15th century the castle was the prison of the Princes in the 

Tower. Under the Tudors, the Tower became used less as a royal residence, and despite 

attempts to refortify and repair the castle its defences lagged behind developments to deal 

with artillery. 

The peak period of the castle's use as a prison was the 16th and 17th centuries, when many 

figures who had fallen into disgrace, such as Elizabeth I before she became queen, were held 

within its walls. This use has led to the phrase "sent to the Tower". Despite its enduring 

reputation as a place of torture and death, popularised by 16th-century religious 

propagandists and 19th-century writers, only seven people were executed within the Tower 

before the World Wars of the 20th century. Executions were more commonly held on the 

notorious Tower Hill to the north of the castle, with 112 occurring there over a 400-year 

period. In the latter half of the 19th century, institutions such as the Royal Mint moved out of 

the castle to other locations, leaving many buildings empty. Anthony Salvin and John Taylor 

took the opportunity to restore the Tower to what was felt to be its medieval appearance, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epica_(band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Libertines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deftones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outlandish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Elektricity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coldplay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foo_Fighters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Killers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Killers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Talk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moby
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HIM_(Finnish_band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheatus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Ant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheryl_Crow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sara_Bareilles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gavin_DeGraw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gavin_DeGraw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_LaMontagne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Furry_Animals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Chemical_Brothers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avril_Lavigne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enslaved_(band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gorgoroth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lacuna_Coil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maroon_5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Script
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melanie_C
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KLOQ_(band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabrielle_Aplin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bastille_(band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurovision_Song_Contest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Tower_Hamlets
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_Hill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Conquest_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Tower_(Tower_of_London)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_the_Conqueror
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranulf_Flambard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_III_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armory_(military)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menagerie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Mint
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_Jewels_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constable_of_the_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princes_in_the_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princes_in_the_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tudor_period
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_I_of_England
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/sent_to_the_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_Hill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Salvin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Taylor_(architect)
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clearing out many of the vacant post-medieval structures. In the First and Second World 

Wars, the Tower was again used as a prison, and witnessed the executions of 12 men for 

espionage. After the Second World War, damage caused during the Blitz was repaired and 

the castle reopened to the public. Today the Tower of London is one of the country's most 

popular tourist attractions. Under the ceremonial charge of the Constable of the Tower, it is 

cared for by the charity Historic Royal Palaces and is protected as a World Heritage Site. 

PALL MALL 

Pall Mall is a street in the City of Westminster, London, and parallel to The Mall, from St. 

James's Street across Waterloo Place to the Haymarket; while Pall Mall East continues into 

Trafalgar Square. The street is a major thoroughfare in the St James's area of London, and a 

section of the regional A4 road. The name of the street is derived from "pall-mall", a ball 

game that was played there during the 17th century. 

Pall Mall was laid out in its present location in 1661, replacing a much older highway slightly 

to the south that ran from Charing Cross to St James's Palace (then the residence of the King 

of England). This original alignment appears to have run from the Haymarket, at 

approximately the position of the current Warwick House Street, west-southwesterly to St 

James's Street, at the current position of Cleveland Row. 

In 1630 the area's first court for playing pall-mall (a mallet-and-ball game similar to croquet 

and golf) was laid out north of the highway, in an area known as St. James's Field (later Pall 

Mall Field). Archibald Lumsden received a grant in September 1635 "for sole furnishing of 

all the malls, bowls, scoops, and other necessaries for the game of Pall Mall within his 

grounds in St. James's Fields and that such as resort there shall pay him such sums of money 

as are according to the ancient order of the game 

Pall Mall is best known for being the home of various gentlemen's clubs built in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries. These include the Athenaeum, the Travellers Club, the Army and Navy 

Club, the Reform Club, the United Service Club (now occupied by the Institute of Directors), 

the Oxford and Cambridge Club and the Royal Automobile Club. 

It was also once the centre of the fine art scene in London; in 1814 the Royal Academy, the 

National Gallery and Christie's auction house were all here, but none of them stayed for long.  

The freehold of nearly all of the southern side of the Pall Mall has belonged to the Crown for 

several hundred years, and is still owned by the Crown Estate. St. James's Palace is on the 

south side of the street at the western end. Marlborough House, which was once a royal 

residence, is its neighbour to the east, opening off a courtyard just to the south of the street.  

ELECTRIC COMPANY 

Battersea Power Station is a decommissioned coal-fired power station located on the south 

bank of the River Thames, in Battersea, an inner-city district of South West London. It 

comprises two individual power stations, built in two stages in the form of a single building. 

Battersea A Power Station was built in the 1930s, with Battersea B Power Station to its 

east in the 1950s. The two stations were built to an identical design, providing the well 

known four-chimney layout. The station ceased generating electricity in 1983, but over the 

past 50 years it has become one of the best known landmarks in London and is Grade II 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blitz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constable_of_the_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historic_Royal_Palaces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mall_(London)
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Waterloo_Place&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Haymarket
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trafalgar_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_James%27s,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A4_road_(Great_Britain)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haymarket_(London)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pall-mall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentlemen%27s_club_(traditional)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athenaeum_Club,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Travellers_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_and_Navy_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_and_Navy_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reform_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Service_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_of_Directors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_and_Cambridge_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Automobile_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Academy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christie%27s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_Estate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._James%27s_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlborough_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossil_fuel_power_plant
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listed.   The station's celebrity owes much to numerous cultural appearances, which include a 

shot in The Beatles' 1965 movie Help!, appearing in the video for the 1982 hit single "You've 

Got Another Thing Comin'" by heavy metal band Judas Priest and being used in the cover art 

of Pink Floyd's 1977 album Animals, as well as a cameo appearance in Take That's music 

video "The Flood". In addition, a photograph of the plant's control room was used as cover art 

on Hawkwind's 1977 album Quark, Strangeness and Charm. 

The station is the largest brick building in Europe and is notable for its original, lavish Art 

Deco interior fittings and decor.  However, the building has remained largely unused since its 

closure and the condition of the structure has been described as "very bad" by English 

Heritage who included in its Heritage at Risk Register. The site was also listed on the 2004 

World Monuments Watch by the World Monuments Fund.  

Since the station's closure numerous redevelopment plans were drawn up from successive site 

owners. In 2004, when a redevelopment project by Parkview International had stalled, the site 

was then passed on to the administrators of Irish company Real Estate Opportunities (REO), 

who bought it for £400 million in November 2006 with plans to refurbish the station for 

public use and build 3,400 homes across the site.  However, this plan fell through due to 

REO's debt being called in by its creditors, the state-owned banks in the UK and Ireland, and 

the site was subsequently placed on sale on December 2011 to the open property market 

through commercial estate agent Knight Frank. It has received interest from a variety of 

overseas consortia, most seeking to demolish or part-demolish the structure. The combination 

of an existing debt burden of some £750 million, the need to make a £200 million 

contribution to a proposed extension to the London Underground, requirements to fund 

conservation of the derelict power station shell and the presence of a waste transfer station 

and cement plant on the river frontage made a commercial development of the site a 

significant challenge.  

On 7 June 2012, it was officially announced by Knight Frank that administrators Ernst & 

Young had entered into an exclusivity agreement with Malaysia’s SP Setia and Sime Darby 

and were working towards a timely exchange and completion of the site and associated 

land.[14] Completion of the £400 million sale took place in September 2012, and the 

redevelopment intends to implement the Rafael Vinoly design which had gained planning 

consent from Wandsworth Council in 2011.  In January 2013 the first residential apartments 

went on sale.  Construction on Phase due to commence  in 2013, with completion due in 

2016/17. 

WHITEHALL  

The War Office was a department of the British Government responsible for the 

administration of the British Army between the 17th century and 1964, when its functions 

were transferred to the Ministry of Defense. 

The name "War Office" is also given to the former home of the department, the War Office 

building located at the junction of Horse Guards Avenue and Whitehall in central London. In 

August 2013 it was announced that the War Office building would be sold on the open 

market. 

Between 1906 and its abolition in 1964, the War Office was based in a large neo-Baroque 

building, completed in 1906, located on Horse Guards Avenue at its junction with Whitehall 
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in central London. It contains about 1,000 rooms across seven floors, linked by 2½ miles of 

corridors. The construction of the War Office building took five years to complete at what 

was then a huge cost of over £1.2 million. 

The building is somewhat oddly shaped, forming a trapezium shape in order to maximize the 

usage of the irregularly shaped plot of land on which it was built. Its four distinctive domes 

were designed as a decorative means of disguising the building's shape. 

The building continued to be used by the Ministry of Defence and is not open to the public. 

In August 2013 it was announced that the building would be put up for sale on the open 

market with the aim of realizing offers in excess of £100 million. It is likely to become a 

hotel.[1] 

On 13 December 2014 the Ministry of Defense confirmed that the War Office building had 

been sold to Indian origin Hinduja Group for an undisclosed amount. The War office building 

will be converted to 5 star hotel and residential apartments by Hinduja group in partnership 

with Spanish group Obrascon Huarte Lain Desarrollos. 

NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE 

Northumberland Avenue is a street in the City of Westminster in central London that runs 

from Trafalgar Square in the west to the Thames Embankment in the east. The road was built 

on the site of Northumberland House, the London home of the Percy family, the Dukes of 

Northumberland. 

Several British government ministry departments are located in buildings on Northumberland 

Avenue; the Ministry of Defence and the Air Ministry formerly occupied the triangular-

shaped Metropole Hotel on the street. Other buildings include the Nigerian high commission 

and a London School of Economics halls of residence (opposite The Sherlock Holmes pub). 

MARYLEBONE STATION 

Marylebone station  is a central London railway terminus and London Underground 

complex. It stands midway between the mainline stations at Euston and Paddington, about 1 

mile (1.6 km) from each. Originally the London terminus of the former Great Central Main 

Line to Sheffield and Manchester, which was closed north of Aylesbury in 1966, it now 

serves as the terminus of the Chiltern Main Line route to Birmingham. 

Marylebone is the Central London terminus for Chiltern Railways which provides a large 

number of commuter/regional services approximately due north-west principally along the 

M40 corridor to destinations in Buckinghamshire, parts of Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and 

the West Midlands. 

Opened in 1899, it is the youngest of London's mainline terminal stations, and also one of the 

smallest, having opened with half the number of platforms originally planned. It is also the 

only London terminal station to host only diesel trains, having no electrified lines. From 1967 

for many years it was served only by diesel multiple-unit trains (DMUs). It now once again 

also sees locomotive-hauled trains daily. 
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Two new platforms were added in 2006 to accommodate increases in services and 

passengers. Marylebone is in Travelcard Zone 1. 

BOW STREET 

Bow Street is a thoroughfare in Covent Garden, Westminster, London.  

The area around Bow Street was developed by Francis Russell, 4th Earl of Bedford in the 

1630s. Oliver Cromwell moved to Bow Street in 1645. Robert Harley, 1st Earl of Oxford was 

born there in 1661. No. 4 served as a magistrates' court from 1739 and the Bow Street 

Runners were founded there by Henry Fielding in the 1740s. When the Metropolitan Police 

Service was established in 1829, a station house was sited at numbers 25 and 27. The former 

Bow Street Magistrates' Court and police station was completed in 1881 and closed in 2006. 

The building is to be converted into a boutique hotel. 

Bow Street is also the site of the Royal Opera House Covent Garden. 

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 

St Paul's Cathedral, London, is an Anglican cathedral, the seat of the Bishop of London and 

the mother church of the Diocese of London. It sits at the top of Ludgate Hill, the highest 

point in the City of London. Its dedication to Paul the Apostle dates back to the original 

church on this site, founded in AD 604. The present church, dating from the late 17th century, 

was designed in the English Baroque style by Sir Christopher Wren. Its construction, 

completed within Wren's lifetime, was part of a major rebuilding programme which took 

place in the city after the Great Fire of London. 

 The cathedral is one of the most famous and most recognisable sights of London, with its 

dome, framed by the spires of Wren's City churches, dominating the skyline for 300 years.  At 

365 feet (111 m) high, it was the tallest building in London from 1710 to 1962, and its dome 

is also among the highest in the world. In terms of area, St Paul's is the second largest church 

building in the United Kingdom after Liverpool Cathedral. 

St Paul's Cathedral occupies a significant place in the national identity of the English 

population.[4] It is the central subject of much promotional material, as well as postcard 

images of the dome standing tall, surrounded by the smoke and fire of the Blitz.  Important 

services held at St Paul's have included the funerals of Lord Nelson, the Duke of Wellington, 

Sir Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher; Jubilee celebrations for Queen Victoria; peace 

services marking the end of the First and Second World Wars; the wedding of Charles, Prince 

of Wales, and Lady Diana Spencer, the launch of the Festival of Britain and the thanksgiving 

services for the Golden Jubilee, the 80th Birthday and the Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II. St 

Paul's Cathedral is a busy working church, with hourly prayer and daily services. 
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MARLBOROUGH STREET 

Great Marlborough Street runs west to east through the western part of Soho in London. At 

its western end it joins Regent Street. Streets crossing, or meeting with, Great Marlborough 

Street are, from west to east, Kingly Street, Argyll Street, Carnaby Street, and Poland Street. 

At its eastern end, it becomes Noel Street. 

Liberty is a department store on Regent Street where it joins Great Marlborough Street, based 

in the West End shopping district of Central London. The department store sells a wide range 

of luxury goods including women’s, men’s and children’s fashion, cosmetics and fragrances, 

jewellery, accessories, homeware, furniture, stationery and gifts. Liberty is known for its 

floral and graphic prints. 

Liberty’s third and fourth floors showcase innovative designs from famous gifting and 

homeware brands. The third floor’s central atrium is home to the Liberty Haberdashery 

department and is dedicated to the Liberty Art Fabrics collection, which introduces new 

designs and reused updated prints each season. 

VINE STREET 

Vine Street is in Westminster, London, England.  

The street is short and narrow, consisting mainly of the rear facades of buildings facing onto 

other streets. The only major establishment, the Vine Street Police Station, is now closed 

PAVILLION CAR PARK 

Pavillion Road, Knightsbridge. 

It was difficult to find a free car park, so in line with the “fun” theme of the piece, it was 

decided to find an expensive one.  Below are the current charges of this car park.   

Mon-Sun 24 hours 

1 hour 
£10.10 
2 Hours 
£17.00 
4 hours 
£28  
24 Hours 
£40.00 
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STRAND 

The Royal Courts of Justice, commonly called the Law Courts, is a court building in 

London which houses both the High Court and Court of Appeal of England and Wales. 

Designed by George Edmund Street, who died before it was completed, it is a large grey 

stone edifice in the Victorian Gothic style built in the 1870s and opened by Queen Victoria in 

1882. It is located on the Strand within the City of Westminster, near the border with the City 

of London (Temple Bar). It is surrounded by the four Inns of Court, King's College London 

and the London School of Economics. The nearest London Underground stations are 

Chancery Lane and Temple. 

The courts within the building are open to the public, although there may be some restrictions 

depending upon the nature of the cases being heard. Those in court who do not have legal 

representation may receive some assistance within the building. There is a citizens' advice 

bureau based within the Main Hall which provides free, confidential and impartial advice by 

appointment to anyone who is a litigant in person in the courts. There is also a Personal 

Support Unit where litigants in person can receive emotional support and practical 

information about court proceedings. 

The Central Criminal Court, widely known as the Old Bailey after the road on which it is 

located, is situated about half a mile to the east of the Royal Courts of Justice, though it has 

no connection with the Royal Courts of Justice 

In 1868 it was finally decided that George Edmund Street was to be appointed the sole 

architect for the Royal Courts of Justice and it was he who designed the whole building from 

foundation to varied carvings and spires. Building was started in 1873 by Messrs Bull & Sons 

of Southampton. 

The dimensions of the building (in round figures) are: 470 feet (140 m) from east to west; 

460 feet (140 m) from north to south; 245 feet (75 m) from the Strand level to the tip of the 

fleche. 

Entering through the main gates on the Strand, one passes under two elaborately carved 

porches fitted with iron gates. The carving over the outer porch consists of heads of the most 

eminent judges and lawyers. Over the highest point of the upper arch is a figure of Jesus; to 

the left and right at a lower level are figures of Solomon and Alfred the Great; that of Moses 

is at the northern front of the building. Also at the northern front, over the Judges entrance are 

a stone cat and dog representing fighting litigants in court. 

On either side are gateways leading to different courts and to jury and witness rooms from 

which separate staircases are provided for them to reach their boxes in court. During the 

1960s, jury rooms in the basement area were converted to courtrooms. At either end of the 

hall are handsome marble galleries from which the entire Main Hall can be viewed. 

The walls and ceilings (of the older, original courts) are panelled in oak which in many cases 

is elaborately carved. In Court 4, the Lord Chief Justice's court, there is an elaborately carved 

wooden royal coat of arms. Each court has an interior unique to itself; they were each 

designed by different architects. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Court_of_Justice_of_England_and_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_of_Appeal_of_England_and_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edmund_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Gothic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Victoria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strand,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_Bar,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inns_of_Court
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_College_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_School_of_Economics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancery_Lane_tube_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_tube_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Support_Unit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Support_Unit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Bailey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edmund_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Chief_Justice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_coat_of_arms_of_the_United_Kingdom


14 
 

There are, in addition to the waiting rooms, several arbitration and consultation chambers 

together with robing rooms for members of the bar and solicitor advocates. 

THE HIPPODROME 

The London Hippodrome was opened in 1900. It was designed by Frank Matcham for Moss 

Empires chaired by Edward Moss and built for £250,000 as a hippodrome for circus and 

variety performances. The venue gave its first Circus show on 15 January 1900.[1] The first 

show ever given was a music hall revue entitled "Giddy Ostend" with Little Tich and (in one 

of his first roles) Charlie Chaplin. Entry to the venue was through a bar, dressed as a ship's 

saloon and the performance space featured both a proscenium stage and an arena that sank 

into a 230 ft, 100,000 gallon water tank (400 ton, when full) for aquatic spectacles. The tank 

featured eight central fountains, and a circle of fountains around the side. Entrances at the 

side of the auditorium could also be flooded, and used for the entry of boats.[2] Shows 

included equestrian acts, elephants and polar bears, and acrobats would dive from a Minstrel 

Gallery above a sliding roof, in the centre of the proscenium arch. The auditorium featured 

cantilevered galleries, removing the columns that often obstructed views in London theatres, 

the whole was covered by a painted glass retractable roof, that could be illuminated at night. 

The building included the headquarters of Moss Empires. 

In 2009, the lease on the Hippodrome was acquired by Leicester-born father and son 

entrepreneurs Jimmy and Simon Thomas, who began an extensive restoration programme 

taking the Hippodrome back to Matcham's original designs for use as a casino and 

entertainment venue. During the planning stage the adjacent Cranbourn Mansions building 

became available and plans were redrafted to incorporate this former gentlemen’s apartment 

block into the design, doubling the eventual floorspace and linked using a new structure sited 

within the existing light well between the two buildings. 

Investment in the building totaled upwards of a reported £40million, cash raised by the 

Thomas family from the sale of a number of bingo halls prior to the UK smoking ban, which 

made it illegal to smoke within an enclosed workplace, on 1 July 2007. 

A part of the building is the Hippodrome Casino which  opened on 13 July 2012 by Mayor of 

London Boris Johnson, who described it as "yet another ringing endorsement of London as a 

great place to invest". 

The venue on opening included four floors of gaming including a Gold Room casino sited in 

the original basement with access directly into Chinatown to the rear of the building, Heliot 

restaurant, six bars, a smoking terrace and The Matcham Room cabaret theatre. The 

restoration and construction of the casino was followed on the blog of LBC presenter Steve 

Allen. 

In January 2013 the casino was awarded Best Land-based Casino at the Totally Gaming 

Awards, which also gave Jimmy Thomas a Life Achievement award for his contribution to 

the gaming and entertainment industries. 

The Matcham Room at the Hippodrome Casino is currently the home of nationally renowned 

Boom & Bang Circus (created and produced by Bioux "Boom" Hayes and Kitty Bang Bang) 

and Soho Burlesque featuring co producer Miss Polly Rae (Hurly Burly Show by William 
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Baker) and London's burlesque elite. It is also the London residency of the internationally 

renowned The Definitive Rat Pack. 

FLEET STREET 

Fleet Street is a street in the City of London named after the River Fleet, London's largest 

underground river. It was the home of British national newspapers until the 1980s. Even 

though the last major British news office, Reuters, left in 2005, the term Fleet Street 

continues to be used as a metonym for the British national press. 

As early as the 13th century, it seems to have been known as Fleet Bridge Street, and in the 

early part of the 14th century it began to be mentioned frequently by its present name, spelled 

in accordance with the customs of those days.[2] Fleet Street began as the road from the 

commercial City of London to the political hub of Westminster. The length of Fleet Street 

marks the expansion of the City in the 14th century. At the east end of the street is where the 

River Fleet flowed against the medieval walls of London; at the west end is the Temple Bar 

which marks the current City of London/City of Westminster boundary, extended there in 

1329. At Temple Bar to the west, as Fleet Street crosses the boundary out of the City of 

London, it becomes the Strand; to the east, past Ludgate Circus, the route rises as Ludgate 

Hill. 

The A4 road historically began at Ludgate Circus and the whole of Fleet Street was part of 

the route. However the A4 today begins at Holborn Circus, runs down Fetter Lane and then 

the western part of Fleet Street. It then continues west into Westminster. 

The street numbering runs consecutively from west to east south-side and then east to west 

north-side. 

TRAFALGAR SQUARE 

Trafalgar Square (is a public space and tourist attraction in central London, built around the 

area formerly known as Charing Cross. It is situated in the City of Westminster. At its centre 

is Nelson's Column, which is guarded by four lion statues at its base. There are a number of 

commemorative statues and sculptures in the square, while one plinth, left empty since it was 

built in 1840, The Fourth Plinth, has been host to contemporary art since 1999. The square is 

also used for political demonstrations and community gatherings, such as the celebration of 

New Year's Eve. 

The name commemorates the Battle of Trafalgar, a British naval victory of the Napoleonic 

Wars over France and Spain which took place on 21 October 1805 off the coast of Cape 

Trafalgar in Los caños de meca, a town in the municipality of Vejer de la Frontera (in the 

municipality of Barbate since 1940), Cádiz, Spain. The original name was to have been "King 

William the Fourth's Square", but George Ledwell Taylor suggested the name "Trafalgar 

Square". 

In the 1820s George IV engaged the architect John Nash to redevelop the area. Nash cleared 

the square as part of his Charing Cross Improvement Scheme. The present architecture of the 

square is due to Sir Charles Barry and was completed in 1845. 
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Trafalgar Square is owned by the Queen in Right of the Crown and managed by the Greater 

London Authority, while Westminster City Council owns the roads around the square, 

including the pedestrianised area of the North Terrace.  It forms part of the Northbank 

business improvement district. 

The square consists of a large central area with roadways on three sides and a terrace to the 

north, in front of the National Gallery. The roads around the square form part of the A4 road. 

The square was formerly surrounded by a one-way traffic system, but works completed in 

2003 reduced the width of the roads and closed the northern side to traffic.  

Nelson's Column is in the centre of the square, flanked by fountains designed by Sir Edwin 

Lutyens in 1937-39 as replacements for two earlier fountains of Peterhead granite (now in 

Canada) and guarded by four monumental bronze lions sculpted by Sir Edwin Landseer. The 

lions were cast in bronze melted down from the cannons aboard French and Spanish ships 

that had taken part in the battle. The column is topped by a statue of Horatio Nelson, the vice 

admiral who commanded the British Fleet at Trafalgar. 

On the north side of the square is the National Gallery and to its east St Martin-in-the-Fields 

Church. The square adjoins the Mall entered through Admiralty Arch to the southwest. To the 

south is Whitehall, to the east the Strand and South Africa House, to the north Charing Cross 

Road and on the west side Canada House. 

FENCHURCH STREET STATION 

Fenchurch Street, also known as London Fenchurch Street is a central London railway 

terminus located on Fenchurch Place, off Fenchurch Street, in the southeastern corner of the 

City of London. It is one of the smallest railway termini in London in terms of platforms but 

one of the most intensively operated. 

Fenchurch Street is the London terminus of the London, Tilbury and Southend Railway line, 

with services to destinations in east London and south Essex; all services on the line are 

currently operated by c2c. Uniquely among London termini, Fenchurch Street does not have 

a direct link to the London Underground, although a secondary entrance on Cooper's Row 

(also known as the Tower entrance) is close to Tower Hill tube station and Tower Gateway 

DLR station, while Aldgate tube station is also nearby. 

Fenchurch Street was formerly one of a select few UK stations managed by Network Rail, 

but this is no longer the case, with c2c now being responsible for the management of the 

terminus. 

LEICESTER SQUARE 

Leicester Square  is a pedestrianised square in the West End of London. The Square lies 

within an area bound by Lisle Street, to the north; Charing Cross Road, to the east;  Orange 

Street, to the south; and Whitcomb Street, to the west. The park at the centre of the Square is 

bound by Cranbourn Street, to the north; Leicester Street, to the east; Irving Street, to the 

south; and a section of road designated simply as Leicester Square, to the west. It is within 

the City of Westminster, and about equal distances (about 400 yards or 370 metres) north of 

Trafalgar Square, east of Piccadilly Circus, west of Covent Garden, and south of Cambridge 

Circus. 
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The Square is named after Robert Sidney, 2nd Earl of Leicester, who purchased four acres 

(1.6 hectares) in St. Martin's Field in 1630; by 1635, he had built himself a large house, 

Leicester House, at the northern end. The area in front of the house was then enclosed, 

depriving inhabitants of St Martin in the Fields parish of their right to use the previously 

common land. The parishioners appealed to King Charles I, and he appointed three members 

of the privy council to arbitrate. Lord Leicester was ordered to keep part of his land 

(thereafter known as Leicester Field and later as Leicester Square) open for the parishioners. 

Leicester Square is the centre of London's cinema land, and one of the signs marking the 

Square bears the legend "Theatreland". It is claimed that the Square contains the cinema with 

the largest screen and the cinema with the most seats (over 1,600). The square is the prime 

location in London for world leading film premières and co-hosts the London Film Festival 

each year.[9] Similar to Grauman's Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, the square was surrounded 

by floor mounted plaques with film stars' names and cast handprints. During the 2010-2012 

refurbishment, nearly all of the plaques were removed except for a few on the Vue West End 

cinema doorsteps. 

The Square is also the home for TKTS, formerly known as the Official London Half-Price 

Theatre Ticket Booth. This booth is jointly operated by TKTS and LondonTown.com. 

Tickets for theatre performances taking place around the West End that day are sold from the 

booth for about half the usual price. The popularity of the booth has given rise to many other 

booths and stores around the Square that advertise half-price tickets for West End shows. It is 

claimed that at least some of these booths operate fraudulently. Despite having names like 

'Official Half-Price Ticket Booth', they are not official and they do not always advertise the 

booking fees which commonly come with purchasing tickets. 

The Square is home to several nightclubs, making it often very busy, particularly on Friday 

and Saturday evenings. 

COVENTRY STREET 

Coventry Street is a short London street, within the City of Westminster, running from 

Piccadilly Circus to Leicester Square. The street is the main conduit between Piccadilly 

Circus and Leicester Square and at the weekend up to 150,000 people walk from one to 

another along the street. Buses travelling south from Regent Street or west along Shaftesbury 

Avenue inevitably pass along the top of the street, where it meets The Haymarket, with the 

consequence that the street can be heavily congested. . 

The street has been a centre for high-volume food outlets. The first (1909) J. Lyons and Co. 

Corner House was on the west corner with Rupert Street.   Platinum Lace Gentlemen's Club & 

Bar, Trocadero shopping centre, the Café De Paris, and the Prince of Wales Theatre are all 

located on this street. 

Charles Hirsch, a French bookseller, sold French literature and ran a clandestine trade in 

expensive pornography from his bookshop "Librairie Parisienne" in Coventry Street between 

1890 and 1900.  
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WATERWORKS 

London Museum of Water & Steam is an independent museum founded in 1975 as the Kew 

Bridge Steam Museum. It was rebranded in early 2014 following a major investment project. 

Situated on the site of the old Kew Bridge Pumping Station in Brentford, near Kew Bridge on 

the River Thames in West London, England, the Museum is centred on a collection of 

stationary water pumping steam engines dating from 1820 to 1910. It is the home of the 

world’s largest collection of working Cornish engines, including the Grand Junction 90 inch, 

the largest such engine in the world. The site is an anchor point on the European Route of 

Industrial Heritage (ERIH). 

The Museum reopened on 22 March 2014. 

Kew Bridge Pumping Station was originally opened in 1838 by the Grand Junction 

Waterworks Company, following a decision to close an earlier pumping station at Chelsea 

due to poor water quality. In the years up to 1944 the site expanded, ultimately housing six 

steam pumping engines as well as four Allen diesel pumps and four electric pump sets. The 

steam engines were retired from service in 1944, although two were kept on standby until 

1958, when a demonstration run of the Harvey & Co. 100 inch engine marked the final time 

steam power would pump drinking water at the site. 

The Metropolitan Water Board decided not to scrap the resident steam pumping engines and 

set them aside to form the basis of a museum display at a later date. This action bore fruit in 

1974 with the formation of the Kew Bridge Engines Trust, a registered charity, by a group of 

volunteers previously involved in the restoration of the Crofton Pumping Station. 

Today the site is an internationally recognised museum of working steam pumping engines, a 

reminder of the many pumping stations spread throughout London and the UK. In 1999, the 

United Kingdom government Department for Culture, Media and Sport described Kew 

Bridge as "the most important historic site of the water supply industry in Britain. 

PICCADILLY 

Piccadilly is a road in London, running from Hyde Park Corner in the west to Piccadilly 

Circus in the east. It is completely within the City of Westminster and forms part of the A4 

route. The area of St. James's lies to the south of the eastern section of the street, while the 

western section is built up only on the northern side and overlooks Green Park. The area to 

the north is Mayfair. 

Piccadilly is one of the widest and straightest streets in central London. It is the location of 

several notable London landmarks and buildings, including Fortnum & Mason, the Royal 

Academy, the Ritz Hotel, the RAF Club, Hatchards, the Embassy of Japan and the High 

Commission of Malta. Simpson's, once amongst the United Kingdom's leading clothing 

stores, opened on Piccadilly in the 1930s, but the store closed in 1999; the site is now the 

flagship shop of the booksellers Waterstone's. 

Fortnum & Mason (colloquially often shortened to just "Fortnum's") is a department store 

situated in central London, with an additional store at St Pancras railway station, Heathrow 

T5, Dubai and various stockists worldwide. Its headquarters is located at 181 Piccadilly, 
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where it was established in 1707 by William Fortnum and Hugh Mason. It is privately owned 

by Wittington Investments Ltd. 

Fortnum & Mason is recognised internationally for its high quality goods and as an iconic 

British symbol. It has held many Royal Warrants over the past 150 years. 

Founded as a grocery store, Fortnum's reputation was built on supplying quality food, and 

saw rapid growth throughout the Victorian era. Though Fortnum's developed into a 

department store, it continues to focus on stocking a variety of exotic, speciality and also 

'basic' provisions.[1] 

The store has since opened several other departments, such as the Gentlemen's department on 

the top floor. It is also the location of a celebrated tea shop and several restaurants. 

THE OLD BAILEY 

The Central Criminal Court of England and Wales, commonly known as the Old Bailey from 

the street on which it stands, is a court in London and one of a number of buildings housing 

the Crown Court. Part of the present building stands on the site of the medieval Newgate 

gaol, on a road named Old Bailey which follows the line of the City of London's fortified 

wall (or bailey), which runs from Ludgate Hill to the junction of Newgate Street and Holborn 

Viaduct. 

The Crown Court sitting at the Central Criminal Court deals with major criminal cases from 

within Greater London and, in exceptional cases, from other parts of England and Wales. 

Trials at the Old Bailey, as at other courts, are open to the public, albeit subject to stringent 

security procedures. 

The court originated as the sessions house of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of the City of 

London and of Middlesex. The original medieval court was first mentioned in 1585; it was 

next to the older Newgate gaol, and seems to have grown out of the endowment to improve 

the gaol and rooms for the Sheriffs, made possible by a gift from Richard Whittington. It was 

destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666 and rebuilt in 1674, with the court open to the 

weather to prevent the spread of disease. 

In 1734 it was refronted, enclosing the court and reducing the influence of spectators: this led 

to outbreaks of typhus, notably in 1750 when 60 people died, including the Lord Mayor and 

two judges. It was rebuilt again in 1774 and a second courtroom was added in 1824. Over 

100,000 criminal trials were carried out at the Old Bailey between 1674 and 1834.  

In 1834, it was renamed as the Central Criminal Court and its jurisdiction extended beyond 

that of London and Middlesex to the whole of the English jurisdiction for trials of major 

cases. Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service manages the courts and administers the 

trials but the building itself is owned by the City of London Corporation, which finances the 

building, the running of it, the staff and the maintenance out of their own resources.  

The court was originally intended as the site where only criminals accused of crimes 

committed in the City and Middlesex were tried. However, in 1856, there was public 

revulsion at the accusations against the doctor William Palmer that he was a poisoner and 
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murderer. This led to fears that he could not receive a fair trial in his native Staffordshire. The 

Central Criminal Court Act 1856 was passed to enable his trial to be held at the Old Bailey. 

In the 19th century, the Old Bailey was a small court adjacent to Newgate gaol. Hangings 

were a public spectacle in the street outside until May 1868. The condemned would be led 

along Dead Man's Walk between the prison and the court, and many were buried in the walk 

itself. Large, riotous crowds would gather and pelt the condemned with rotten fruit and 

vegetables and stones.[2] In 1807, 28 people were crushed to death after a pie-seller's stall 

overturned. A secret tunnel was subsequently created between the prison and St Sepulchre's 

church opposite, to allow the priest to minister to the condemned man without having to force 

his way through the crowds.[2] 

The present Old Bailey building dates from 1902 but it was officially opened on 27 February 

1907. It was designed by E. W. Mountford and built on the site of the infamous Newgate 

gaol, which was demolished to allow the court buildings to be constructed. Above the main 

entrance is inscribed the admonition: "Defend the Children of the Poor & Punish the 

Wrongdoer". King Edward VII opened the courthouse. 

Lady Justice statue on the top of the court building 

On the dome above the court stands a bronze statue of Lady Justice, executed by the British 

sculptor F. W. Pomeroy. She holds a sword in her right hand and the scales of justice in her 

left. The statue is popularly supposed to show blind Justice, however, the figure is not 

blindfolded: the courthouse brochures explain that this is because Lady Justice was originally 

not blindfolded, and because her “maidenly form” is supposed to guarantee her impartiality 

which renders the blindfold redundant.  

During the Blitz of World War II, the Old Bailey was bombed and severely damaged, but 

subsequent reconstruction work restored most of it in the early 1950s. In 1952, the restored 

interior of the Grand Hall of the Central Criminal Court was once again open. The interior of 

the Great Hall (underneath the dome) is decorated with paintings commemorating the Blitz, 

as well as quasi-historical scenes of St Paul's Cathedral with nobles outside. Running around 

the entire hall are a series of axioms, some of biblical reference. They read: 

"The law of the wise is a fountain of life" 

"The welfare of the people is supreme" 

"Right lives by law and law subsists by power" 

"Poise the cause in justice's equal scales" 

"Moses gave unto the people the laws of God" 

"London shall have all its ancient rights" 

The Great Hall (and the floor beneath it) is also decorated with many busts and statues, 

chiefly of British monarchs, but also of legal figures, and those who achieved renown by 

campaigning for improvement in prison conditions in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

This part of the building also houses the shorthand-writers' offices. 

The lower level also hosts a minor exhibition on the history of the Old Bailey and Newgate 

featuring historical prison artefacts. 
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In 1973, the Provisional IRA exploded a car bomb in the street outside the courts, and a shard 

of glass is preserved as a reminder, embedded in the wall at the top of the main stairs 

South Block extension 

Between 1968 and 1972, a new South Block, designed by the architects Donald McMorran 

and George Whitby, was built to accommodate more modern courts. There are presently 18 

courts in use. Court 19 is now used variously as a press overflow facility, as a registration 

room for first-day jurors or as a holding area for serving jurors. 

The original ceremonial gates to the 1907 part of the building are only used by the Lord 

Mayor and visiting royalty. The general entrance to the building is a few yards down the road 

in the South Block and is often featured as a backdrop in television news reports. There is 

also a separate rear entrance, not open to the public, which permits more discreet access. In 

Warwick Square, on the western side of the complex, is the "Lord Mayor's Entrance". 

A remnant of the city wall is preserved in the basement beneath the cells. 

REGENT STREET 

Regent Street is one of the major shopping streets in the West End of London, well known to 

tourists and locals alike and famous for its Christmas illuminations. It is named after the 

Prince Regent (later George IV) and is commonly associated with the architect John Nash, 

whose street layout survives, although all of his original buildings except All Souls Church 

have since been replaced.  

The street was completed in 1825 and was an early example of town planning in England, 

cutting through the 17th and 18th century street pattern through which it passes. It runs from 

the Regent's residence at Carlton House in St James's at the southern end, through Piccadilly 

Circus and Oxford Circus, to All Souls Church. From there Langham Place and Portland 

Place continue the route to Regent's Park. 

Every building in Regent Street is protected as a listed building with at least Grade II status, 

and together they form the Regent Street Conservation Area 

OXFORD STREET 

Oxford Street is a major road in the City of Westminster in the West End of London. It is 

Europe's busiest shopping street, and as of 2011 had approximately 300 shops.  The street was 

formerly part of the London-Oxford road which began at Newgate, City of London, and was 

known as the Oxford Road. Today it forms part of the A40 trunk road, although like many 

roads in central London which are no longer through routes it is not signposted with the road 

number. 

Roughly halfway along Oxford Street is Oxford Circus, a busy junction with Regent Street. A 

diagonal crossing at Oxford Circus opened in 2009, currently the only one of its kind in 

central London. 
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