
 

The Power and Strength of the Community 

supporting community-led crisis response around the world 

Through mutual aid communities come together for support and to address their 

needs during crises, whether sudden onset or protracted. Supporting community-

led crisis response (sclr) builds on this natural human action through providing 

community groups with the resources they need to grow the impact of their 

initiatives. Around the world, communities use many different terms to refer to 

these approaches – both community-led mutual aid, and NGO supported sclr 

responses.  

Many of these terms draw from nature, the rains that help seeds to grow, the 

yeast that makes the bread rise – these are responses to crises and need that are 

a natural part of being in community.  

La Minga: Communal work, sometimes including activism and advocacy 

around socio-political issues 

  Colombia Spanish 

Twajihudumiya Wenyewe: Take charge of yourself, take charge of your life 

  DRC  

እርሾ [irsho]: The yeast used as a starter for fermentation to make injera and 

bread, local staple foods. 

  Ethiopia Aramaic 

Bussa Gonofa: Contribute support 

 Borona Ethiopia  

Uchum: Traditional fire sticks used to create a spark and ignite kindling. In 

migrating communities the fire is made communally, and shared for blessing 
the homes of newlyweds, and in other community occasions. 

 Marsabit & Borona 
Ethiopia / 

Kenya 
 

Talko: Help 

  Finland Finnish 

Konbit Kominote: Community cooperation – a traditional form of cooperative 

communal labour. 

  Haiti Creole 

Arö ager gernam: Doing true work 

 Assam India Jorhat 

Padakshep: The step taken forward 

 Assam India Barpeta 

Humang Mamal: The fruit (or price) of our labour 

 Manipur India Bishnupar 
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Kawlêng: The ray of light after the rain storm. 

  India Curachandpur 

Firee Dhembi: The seed of the fig – it starts small and grows into a big tree 

that provides fodder for animals, food for birds, shade, and protects against 
soil erosion. 

 Marsabit Kenya  

Tolkos: Local herbs used as a first aid treatment. 

 Pokot Kenya  

Arkittogogoun: The power and strength of the community 

 Isolo Kenya  

Afare: The fan to nurse the flame when you light a fire. 

 Samburu Kenya  

Nkishon: Life – a term used to encourage and give hope in times of crisis, 

providing the motivation to continue 

 Samburu Kenya  

Harambee: Working together to plough, plant, and harvest crops through the 

seasons 

  Kenya  

ကိယထက [KoHtu:kohta]: Standing up together 

  Myanmar Burmese 

Dugnad: voluntary work 

  Norway Norwegian 

ة  Determination, perseverance or high motivation, the :[himma] هِمَّ

steadfastness of the people against hardship. 
 Gaza Palestine Arabic 

Damayan: Compassion 

  The Philippines Tagalog 

Saxansaxo: The sweet smell that lingers in the air before heavy rainfall after a 

period of dryness, signifying good things are on the horizon 

  Somalia  

 The sprinkle of water used to germinate seeds in a nursery :[rushash] رشاش

or the light rain that germinates seeds in the field. 
 
 

 Sudan Arabic 

Nafir: Communal work, when someone is in need they invite members of the 

community to come together and help complete the work. 

 Nuba Mountains Sudan  

 


