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Healthcare heroes invited to join Off-West End musical tackling global antimicrobial 
resistance 

Hit musical LIFELINE announces London debut as World Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) Awareness Week highlights growing AMR crisis 

As World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness Week (18–24 November) highlights the 
growing threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR), the creators of LIFELINE announce the 
musical's London run at Southwark Playhouse Elephant (28 March–2 May 2026), which is a 
unique opportunity for healthcare workers, vets and scientists to audition for its chorus. 

It is nearly a century since Sir Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin and 80 years since he 
received his Nobel Prize and warned of the threat of AMR in making common infections 
untreatable. That prediction is now reality: bacterial AMR alone kills more than one million 
people annually worldwide, with projections that this will reach 10 million deaths per year by 
2050.   

LIFELINE has captivated audiences at two sell-out runs at the Edinburgh Fringe and 
achieved off-Broadway success. In 2024, it made history as the first musical ever performed 
on the floor of the United Nations (UN). The musical weaves together Fleming's 
groundbreaking discovery with the story of Jess, a junior doctor navigating the pressures of 
an overstretched NHS while her childhood sweetheart fights a drug-resistant infection. 

“This musical is a fantastic celebration of the people dedicated to fighting antimicrobial 
resistance every day,” says Composer and Lyricist, Robin Hiley. “These are the heroes 
working to save antibiotics for future generations, and I want audiences to hear their stories.”  

Professor Dame Sally Davies, UK Special Envoy on AMR and former Chief Medical Officer 
for England, says: "All of us have had our lives changed or saved by antibiotics. 
Antimicrobial resistance affects all of us, but public awareness does not match the scale of 
the threat. LIFELINE The Musical is bringing the issues to life and showing that we can – 
and must – make a difference.”  

One year after performing at the UN—closing the global high-level meeting on AMR to a 
standing ovation from diplomats representing nearly 200 countries—LIFELINE brings its 
urgent message to London from March to May 2026. Casting is now open and you can 
purchase tickets today at the link below! 

AUDITIONS OPEN FOR HEALTHCARE WORKERS, SCIENTISTS AND VETS 

The production seeks nurses, doctors, pharmacists, vets, dentists, microbiologists and 
policymakers with roles connected to antibiotics or working on AMR to audition for the 
chorus who will perform alongside a professional West End cast. They will share their 
remarkable – and true – stories with audiences every night during the run at Southwark 
Playhouse Elephant as LIFELINE celebrates the everyday people who make the 
extraordinary happen. 

 



Applications are now open for those who have always dreamed of performing in the West 
End. The production aims to spotlight the real-life workforce protecting patients, animals and 
the future of public health. 

"I don't think it's an understatement to say that being in the show genuinely changed my life," 

said Zahra, a lab manager who performed in the 2022 Edinburgh production. “It’s great to 

still have that network of professional connections that I can rely on at any minute because 

we’re still in touch.”  

“This play is so important and we need to get the word out … it helped me get out of my 
comfort zone,” said Evelyn, a public health adviser who performed in the 2025 New York 
production chorus. 

Applications: www.lifelinemusical.com/chorus 

PLAY YOUR PART 

To learn more about AMR, and what we can do collectively to help safeguard the future of 
antibiotics, see the link below: 

https://stopsuperbugs.co.uk 

TICKETS ON SALE TODAY 

Tickets: https://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/productions/lifeline/ 

ENDS 

Supported by GSK, Shionogi, Pfizer, BSI, Inizio Medical, Virgo Health, Healthcare 
Communications Association, and delivered by Charades Theatre Company and the British 
Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy  

 

Southwark Playhouse 

Southwark Playhouse is a registered charity that delivers a year-round programme of 
entertaining and enriching work. Southwark Playhouse operates two separate venues 
‘Southwark Playhouse Borough’ and its newest theatre ‘Southwark Playhouse Elephant’ 
which opened in January 2023. Southwark Playhouse has always prided itself in telling 
stories and inspiring the next generation of storytellers and theatre makers, where support 
for the community has been rooted at the core of the organisation. 
 
Website: southwarkplayhouse.co.uk 
BlueSky: @swkplay.bsky.social Facebook: SouthwarkPlayhouse 
Instagram: @swkplay TikTok: swkplay YouTube: southwarkplayhouse 
 

Location: Southwark Playhouse Elephant, 1 Dante Place, London, SE11 4RX 
 
How to Get There: The nearest stations are Elephant & Castle and Kennington 
 
Performance Dates & Times: 28 March – 2 May 2026. Monday - Saturday: 7:00pm, 
Thursday and Saturday Matinees: 2:30pm 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.lifelinemusical.com/chorus__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!h7gkIGedVm6ET8hiKvY2tD9om9HlTmDiM5JdJqxc1PdgZqz2QS8ZMANMvjgoaZrXcIfk4Zt3jCTggLgZMw$
https://stopsuperbugs.co.uk/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/productions/lifeline/__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!h7gkIGedVm6ET8hiKvY2tD9om9HlTmDiM5JdJqxc1PdgZqz2QS8ZMANMvjgoaZrXcIfk4Zt3jCQ5Ai6jCw$


 
Box Office Tickets are available from https://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/productions/lifeline/ 
 
Ticket Prices: From £15 Standard / From £12 Concessions / Previews £16 / Pioneers' 
Preview (27 Mar) £10 
 
Age Guidance: 12+ 
 

Antibiotics and AMR 

• The discovery of penicillin by Sir Alexander Fleming in 1928 represents one of the 
greatest achievements in medical history, transforming many fatal infections into 
treatable conditions and adding an average of 20 years to life expectancy.1,2 

• Today, these life-saving medicines are under threat because some disease-causing bugs 
are evolving and no longer responding to these treatments. Routine procedures from 
caesarean sections to cancer treatment are becoming riskier, increasing the likelihood of 
deadly complications.1,3 

• Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) was predicted by Fleming from 1945 and is driven by 
inappropriate antimicrobial use to prevent or control infections in humans, animals, and 
plants.3,4 

• No one is safe from the threat of AMR, with an average of one in six  
laboratory-confirmed bacterial infections recorded as resistant to antibiotic treatment.5 

• Children and the over-70s are the most vulnerable groups, with deaths from AMR 
increasing by more than 80% for the over-70s since 1990.6 

• Antimicrobial-resistant bacterial infections kill more people than AIDS, malaria or lung 
cancer, with 1.14 million deaths around the world now directly attributable to AMR every 
year.7 

LIFELINE and the Need for Action  

• LIFELINE is a two-time Edinburgh Festival Fringe sell-out (2018 and 2022), written and 
produced by Charades Theatre Company with the scientific guidance of Dr Meghan 
Perry (Consultant Physician and Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer in Infectious Diseases 
and General Internal Medicine, Western General Hospital, Edinburgh).  

• Uniquely, LIFELINE combines a touring professional West End cast with local choruses 
of lifesaving scientists and healthcare professionals, auditioned in each city. We connect 
with local communities and give a voice to the people who are fighting AMR for us all, 
every day. 

• LIFELINE ran Off-Broadway for five weeks at Signature Theatre on New York’s West 
42nd St (Autumn 2024), during which it also became the first ever musical to perform on 
the floor of the UN’s General Assembly. The show has also toured to the east coast of 
the USA (2022), Glasgow (2022) and London (2018). It has also been showcased at the 
UK Houses of Parliament and in Barbados for Prime Minister Mia Mottley. 

• Nature Medicine published an article in May 2025 showing that over 80% of the 
musical’s volunteers went on to discuss AMR with family, friends and colleagues—
showcasing that the potential of the musical to raise awareness continues to grow 
exponentially.8 

• By turning the global issue of AMR into stories about everyday lives, LIFELINE uses the 
extraordinary power of the Arts to move hearts and minds, encouraging us all to act 
quickly, before it is too late. 

• Learn more about LIFELINE The Musical here: https://www.lifelinemusical.com/ 

• Learn more about AMR and your starring role in addressing the crisis here: 
https://stopsuperbugs.co.uk/  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/productions/lifeline/__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!h7gkIGedVm6ET8hiKvY2tD9om9HlTmDiM5JdJqxc1PdgZqz2QS8ZMANMvjgoaZrXcIfk4Zt3jCQ5Ai6jCw$
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