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“Deterrence theory, the basis of domestic enforcement and international 
strategic policies, is undermined, because deterrence cannot deter in conditions 
in which human needs are frustrated.” (Burton, 1990, p 33). 

 

“Once one denies the traditional assumption about the social malleability of 
human nature, and asserts the existence of some human needs that will be 
pursued regardless of circumstances and consequences, some important insights 
emerge into the nature of conflict, its resolution and provention. Deterrence 
theory, the basis of domestic enforcement and international strategic policies, is 
undermined, because deterrence cannot deter in circumstances in which human 
needs are frustrated" (Burton, 1990, s. 33, kursivstil tillagd.) 

 

“In the power relations of states communication is rarely effective. Furthermore, 
diplomatic communication is universally within a framework of conventional 
wisdom that does not invite consideration of policy alternatives and options that 
are possible.” (1969, s 55). 
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