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COAT TYPES 
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REX NAME 

The name „REX” was taken from  

the Rabbit Fancy  

because  

the first rex cat breed to be developed,  

the Cornish Rex,  

has a coat similar to that of a Rex 

rabbit…  

only the undercoat. 
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REXES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 
1930s: Karakul Cat. Not developed.  
1930s: Prussian Rex. Not developed.  
1944: Ohio Rex. Not developed.  
1950s: Buckfast Blue (Buckfast Rex). Local variety, feral forerunner of Devon Rex  
1950: Cornish Rex – fully recognised in FIFe in 1968  
1951 (1946): German Rex – fully recognised in FIFe in 1982 
1950: Italian Rex. Not developed.  
1959: Oregon Rex. Not developed.  
1959: California Rex  
1960: Devon Rex – fully recognised in FIFe in 1968 
1969 & 1985: Dutch Rex. Extinct; may have originated from American owned Wirehair  
1972: Victoria Rex. Not developed.  
1979: Sieburg Rex. Not developed. 
1982: LaPerm – fully recognised in FIFe in  2015 
1987: Selkirk Rex – preliminary recognised in FIFe in  2015  
1988: Maine Waves/Rexed Maine Coon. Not developed.  
1990s: Dakota Rex  
1990s: Missouri Rex  
1991: Urals Rex  
1994: Bohemian Rex/Czech Curly Cat. Longhair Rex of Persian type  
1994: Poodle Cat. Scottish Fold x Devon Rex  
1998: Skookum (previously LaMerm). LaPerm x Munchkin  
1998 & 2003:Tasman Manx. rex-coated Manx (arose in Manx, not from crossbreeding) 
1998: Australian Rex. Not developed. 
2001: Iowa Rex  
2001: Ruffle. Not developed. 
2003: Brooklyn Wooley  
2003: Prairie Rex. All had been neutered.  
2003: Hoosier Rex. All had been neutered. 
2004: Tennessee Rexes (T-Rex) 
2007: Greek Rexes (2 occurrences observed - Skopelos & Athens)  
2009: Helki (California). Semi-rexed coat.  
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C  -  Down Hair, Undercoat 
Softer, fluffier hairs. They are evenly thin and crimped. Awn and down 

layers are essential for preventing heat loss of a cat. 

COAT LAYERS 
A  -  Guard Hair 
The strong hairs, longer & stiffer, lie flat over the awn 

and down. These are the hairs that usually determine 

the basic color of the cat. Guard hairs help in 

retarding water to keep a cat dry, protect the inner, 

fragile awn, and the soft down hairs from sustaining 

environmental damage.  

B   -  Awn Hair 
The awn hairs usually form the basic coat. In some breeds, the (finer) 

awn hairs may be the same length as the guard hairs, while in other 

breeds can be shorter or longer.  
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CORNISH REX 
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CRX Coat – 35 pt 
waves, quality and texture, no mention of the colour 

  WAVY… particularly on the back and sides 
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CRX Coat – 35 pt 
waves, quality and texture, no mention of the colour 

  short 

  not shaggy 

  slightly plush and dense 

  close lying to the body 

  without guard hairs 
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CRX Coat – 35 pt 
  small and regular waves 

  closed not opened 

  deeply rippled on back 

    and along the spine 
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CRX coat should always be stroked from the head to the tail.  

Backward stroking disrupts the lay of waves. 

CRX Coat – 35 pt 

And because of the 

fragility of the hairs, 

may cause damage 

in the form of splitting 

and breaking  if 

repeatedly brushed in 

the wrong direction. 
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A  -  Guard Hair 
B   -  Awn Hair 
C  -  Down Hair, Undercoat 

REX COAT LAYERS 
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There are various genes producing wavy or curly coated or "rex" cats.  

They pop up spontaneously in random-bred cats now and then.  

 

r  = Cornish Rex, recessive gene 

 

gr (provisional)  = German Rex, recessive gene 

Same locus as Cornish Rex, but proposed as a different allele.  

However, most breeders consider the German Rex to have r/r genotype. 

 

re  = Devon Rex, recessive gene 

REX COATED GENETIC 
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Se = Selkirk Rex, dominant gene 
It is described as an autosomal, incomplete dominant because the three 

possible allele pairings relate to three different phenotypes:  

  heterozygous cats (Sese) may have a fuller coat that is preferred in the  

    show ring by some, 

  homozygous cats (SeSe) may have a tighter curl and less coat volume, 

  (sese) type cats have a normal coat. This phenomenon may also  

    colloquially be referred to as additive dominance. 

 

Lp (provisional) = LaPerm, dominant gene 

Lp/lp and Lp/Lp individuals have the same phenotype. 

REX COATED GENETIC 

Anna Wilczek, Judge Seminar – Lisbon 2016 

STRESS 

REX COAT „PROBLEMS” 

HORMONS 

SEASON/TEMPERATURE 

FRAGILITY 

ALERGIC 

BAD GROOMING 
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CRX Coat Development 

Just born… 
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CRX Coat Development 

3-4 months old… 
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CRX Coat Development 

12 months old… 

Conclusion: 

Shorter coat with still developing rexing should not be penalized  

on a kitten or junior, unless the skin is felt.  

If there is soft velvet or down everywhere. 
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CRX Coat not groomed... home quality 
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CRX Coat groomed well... show quality 
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  crinkling, curving, curled or bent 

  sometimes  broken  

  sometimes  short  

CRX Wiskers & Eyebrows – 5 pt  
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DEVON REX 
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DRX Coat – 35 pt 

  very short  

  fine  

  soft 

curls and/or waves, quality, texture, no mention of the colour 
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DRX Coat – 35 pt 

  WAVY 

curls and/or waves, quality, texture, no mention of the colour 
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DRX Coat – 35 pt 

  CURLY 

curls and/or waves, quality, texture, no mention of the colour 
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DRX Coat – 35 pt 

WAVY  without guard hair  
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DRX Coat – 35 pt 
WAVY  with guard hair 
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DRX Coat Development 

Just born… 
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DRX Coat Development 

1-2 months old… 
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DRX Coat Development 

3-4 months old… 
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DRX Coat Development 

4-5 months old… 

Conclusion: 

Shorter coat with still developing rexing 

should not be penalized on a kitten or 

junior, unless the skin is felt.  

If there is soft velvet or down everywhere. 
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1,5 year old… 

DRX Coat Development 
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  crinkled,  rather coarse 

  of medium length 

  sometimes  broken  

DRX Wiskers & Eyebrows – 5 pt  
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Faults in DRX Coat 
•  straight hair  

•  shaggy coat  

•  bare patches   
 – permitted in kittens, in adults a fault 
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GERMAN REX 
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GRX Coat – 40 pt 
waves, quality and texture, no mention of the colour 

  density varies from a thin and soft to a thick uppercoat  
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GRX Coat – 40 pt 

  WAVY, without guard hairs - characteristic for this breed 

waves, quality and texture, no mention of the colour 
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GRX Coat – 40 pt 

  velvety 

  velure 

  plush 

  very silky, not wooly 
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GRX Coat Development 

Just born… 
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CRX-DRX-GRX Coat Colours  

All colour varieties and patterns are recognized,  
including those with white. 

Any amount of white is permitted. 
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LAPERM 
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LPL Coat – 30 pt 

LPL / LPS 

   the coat should be loose and 

     bouncy  

 

   a coat you can  run your fingers 

     through to the skin 

 

   springy, light and airy enough  

     to part with a breath. 

 

lenght    10pt. 
texture, curls and waves  20pt. 
no mention of the colour 

Anna Wilczek, Judge Seminar – Lisbon 2016 

LPL Coat – 30 pt 

tightest curls in the ruff  

and  

the base of the ears,  

which contain all hair layers 

lenght    10pt. 
texture, curls and waves  20pt. 
no mention of the colour 
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LPL Coat – 30 pt 
Curls and waves all over.  

lenght    10pt. 
texture, curls and waves  20pt. 
no mention of the colour 

Anna Wilczek, Judge Seminar – Lisbon 2016 

LPS Coat – 30 pt lenght    10pt. 
texture, curls and waves  20pt. 
no mention of the colour 

  the texture of shorthair may be harder than on longhairs  

  the coat stands away from the body 

  “bottle-brush” tail 

  short 

  wavy 

  no ruff 
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LaPerm Coat Development 

3 months old 
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LPL Coat Development 

A mixture of softness and hint of wirehair. 
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LaPerm Coat Development 

2-3 years old 
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LaPerm Coat 

The softness of the coat may vary 

among individuals and gender. 

 

 

It can be everything from  

waves to ringles & curls 

from  

tight ringlets to long corkscrew curls 
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LaPerm Coat 

The softness of the coat may vary 

among individuals and gender. 

 

 

It can be everything from  

waves to ringles & curls 

from  

tight ringlets to long corkscrew curls 
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LaPerm Wiskers & Eyebrows 

  long & flexible 

  curled, wavy or straight 

  short or broken are allowed  

    in kittens 

  no separate points 

  head – 15 pt. 
( size, shape, forehead, profile,  

cheeks, muzzle, jaws, chin & whiskers ) 
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Faults in Coat 

Characteristic for the LaPerm is the non seasonal molting, 
which can be general or partial, leaving the cat with 
temporarily sparse coat or semi-bald patches. 

Allowances should be made  
for age and sex,  
on sparse coat in kittens. 
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Faults in Coat 

Faults precluding certificate: 

Bald patches and/or too sparse coat in mature cats.  

(this breed needs 2-3 years to fully develop/mature) 

   the coat should be loose and bouncy  

   a coat you can  run your fingers through to the skin 

   springy, light and airy enough to part with a breath 

Class 9/10 is open for 10 months old cats! 
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LPL-LPS Coat Colours  

All colour varieties and patterns are permitted. 
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SELKIRK REX 
Anna Wilczek, Judge Seminar – Lisbon 2016 

  

SRL Coat – 35 pt  texture   10pt. 
curls    15pt. 
colour and pattern 10pt. 
no mention of the length 

  soft  

  plush  

  dense  

  evidently curly  

Dominant, spontaneous mutation  

that causes guard, down and awn hair  

to have gentle curls giving the coat soft feel. 
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SRL Coat – 35 pt  

There are no bald or thinly covered 

areas of the body. 

 

The coat stands out and should not 

appear flat or closelying. 

texture   10pt. 
curls    15pt. 
colour and pattern 10pt. 
no mention of the length 
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SRL Coat – 35 pt  

The coat is thick and plush  

and falls in loose curls.  

 

The coat is soft in texture, not stiff. 

texture   10pt. 
curls    15pt. 
colour and pattern 10pt. 
no mention of the length 
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SRL Coat – 35 pt  
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SRS Coat – 35 pt  

Shorthair Selkirk Rex  

 

Short coat with fairly uniform length 

all over the body. Curls are plush and 

lie compactly round the tail. 

Anna Wilczek, Judge Seminar – Lisbon 2016 

Selkirk Rex Coat Development 

Just born 
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Selkirk Rex Coat Development 

1-2 months old 
Anna Wilczek, Judge Seminar – Lisbon 2016 

Selkirk Rex Coat Development 

3 months old 
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Length of coat and curls may vary 

with seasons. 

The adult curly coat starts to develop 

at the age of 8-10 months. 

Selkirk Rex Coat Development 
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Selkirk Rex Wiskers 

  SOP… no points  

  crinkled 

  sometimes  broken 
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CRX / DRX 

coat 

… 

GRX 

coat 

… 

LPL / LPS 

lenght 

texture 

… 

SRL / SRS 

texture  
curls 
colour  
… 

waves 
quality   
texture  

waves 
curls  
quality   
texture  35 40 

20 

10 

15 

10 

10 

REX SCALE OF POINTS 
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REX COMPARISON 
CRX GRX DRX LPL/LPS SRL/SRS 
Cat. IV Cat. IV Cat. IV Cat. II Cat. II 

wavy wavy wavy/curly curly & wavy curly 

without  
guard hairs 

without  
guard hairs 

with/without 
guard hairs 

all hair layers all hair layers 

all colour 
varieties and 
patterns are 
permitted 

all colour 
varieties and 
patterns are 
permitted 

all colour 
varieties and 
patterns are 
permitted 

all colour  
varieties and  
patterns are  
permitted 

all colour varieties and 
patterns are permitted  
except 09 

9 groups 9 groups 9 groups 11 groups 9 groups 

waves 
quality   
texture 
........................ 
                35pt. 

waves 
quality   
texture  
........................ 
                40pt. 

curls / waves 
quality   
texture 
..................... 
             35pt. 

lenght        10pt. 
texture, curls &  
waves              20pt. 
................................. 
        30pt. 

texture              10pt. 
curls               15pt. 
colour & pattern  10pt. 
......................................... 
              35pt. 
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  curly-wurly 

  twisting curls 

  crimped 

  rippled 

  ringlets 

SRL Coat – 35 pt  

RASTA CAT  

texture   10pt. 
curls    15pt. 
colour and pattern 10pt. 
no mention of the length 
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