
 

Meeting in Breda, Netherlands 

 
 
In mid-April it was time. The European 
network of lodges that has met 
regularly since the start in Malmö 2014 
(B 123 S:t Knut) and continued in 
Hildesheim 2016 (Rolandloge), 
Helsinki 2018 (B 24 Kuninkaanportti), 
in Copenhagen 2022 slightly delayed 
due to the covid pandemic (B 11 
Columbus) (see SOFT no. 1 2023). 
Now, in the middle of the tulip season, 
in April 2024 in the city of Breda in the 
southern Netherlands, filled with 
European history, Turfshiploge nr 94 
was the host. Many participants have 
been to several earlier meetings so 
there were of course many dear 
reunions. 
It is quite a long journey from Sweden 
to the Netherlands, but with the help of 
the ferry Skåne – Travemünde, the 
drive is nice and it allows you to 
experience the blooming tulip fields. 
When we arrived in Breda, we were 
well taken care of. We met on Friday 
evening and parted ways on Sunday for 
our return home. 
 
True Odd Fellow spirit 
We were 74 brothers, sisters and 
friends of our Order who came to 
represent nine countries, including all 
our neighboring countries, and a total 

of 27 lodges. Most of them were 
able to stay at the Congress 
Hotel, which was good for the 
fellowship. On Friday, the hosts 
arranged a welcome meeting in 
the Odd Fellow spirit at the 
hotel, as there were too many of 
us to stay in the Order building. 
After this immersion with a 
concluding dinner, we could all 
look forward to the next day. 
 
History 
The city center of Breda is 
historic. It was the center of the 
liberation of the Netherlands 
from the Spanish Empire, which 
allowed the Netherlands to 
become Protestant Reformed. 
We took a guided tour of the city 
center and got to ride a canal 
boat and experience history, 
architecture and the blooming 
spring  
 
De Waalse Kerk 
Then came the closing meeting. 
In the Netherlands, churches 
are rented out for various events 
and we were able to gather in 
the Walloon “de Waalse Kerk” 
and it was an unusual 
experience to meet, have a 
meeting, eat and be entertained 
in a functioning, Calvinist, 
ornately decorated old church.  
The entertainment included 
William of Orange, the ancestor 
of the Dutch royal Family was 
included. He spoke of how he, 
with Breda as his base, during a 
very long war with Spain, which 
became part of the 80 Years’ 
War, was able to found the 
independent kingdom of the 
Netherlands. Our 30 Years’ War 
was the last part of the 80 Years’ 
War. William had been dead for 
400 years, so a very good actor 
portrayed him and then Brother 
Alberto and Brother Bavo from 

Turfshiploge could play and sing 
for us. Those of us who 
participated were able to take 
home a very nice experience with 
in-depth international contacts 
and commitment to our 
vulnerable siblings in Cuba and in 
Ukraine. 
The next meeting is planned in 
Wroclaw, Poland in the fall of 2025 
and the meeting in Breda ended 
with the baton that travels 
between the lodges being handed 
over to the next host lodge No. 1 
Zygmunt from Wroclaw.  
More information is available at 
ioofint.com. 
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Henk Jan de Heer from the host 
lodge Turfshiploge No. 94 in Breda 
hands over the baton to Czeslaw 
Wolinski, Lodge No. 1 Zygmunt in 
Wroclaw, Poland. 
The baton is made by brother Lars 
Stridsberg, B172 Fritiof Nilsson in 
Simrishamn. 
 

William of Orange's brilliant 
dramatization of Breda's history 


