
MAIN GROUPS OF SAFETY SIGNS
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Prohibitory signs

Mandatory signs

Warning signs

Emergency escape and first-aid signs

Fire fighting signs



WARNING SIGNS
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Flammable material 
or high temperature

Pressurized cylinderOxidant material Explosive material Radioactive 
material

Laser beam

Biological 
hazard

Hot surface Low temperature/
Freezing conditions

Harmful or
Irritant material

Non-ionising 
radiation

Electricity 
hazard

Strong magnetic
field

Electrical 
grounding

Toxic material Substance 
Health Hazard

Arc flash 
hazard

Electrostatic 
sensitive 

device



WARNING SIGNS
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Warning rapid 
movement of 

workpiece 
in press brake 

Automatic 
start-up

Crush hazard. 
Mind your hands

Sharp
objects

High noise levels

Hand injury 
in press

Crush hazard Low celling

Counter rotating 
rollers

Battery 
charging 

area

Danger of
death

General danger. 
Asbest.

Corrosive 
material

Overhead
load

Explosive 
atmosphere

Remotely operated
machinery may move

without warning

Risk of 
asphyxiation

Environmental 
hazard



WARNING SIGNS
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Barbed wire

High presure

Floor-level
obstacle

Forklift trucks
and other 

industrial vehicles

Sudden 
drop

Slippery
surface

Fragile roof

Step down Strong current Sudden 
underwater 

drop

Falling into water when 
stepping on or off a 

floating surface

Unstable 
cliff edge

Risk of overturning 
during rolling

Warning falling 
objects

Welding flash

Hazards in 
collaborative 
robotic area

Body 
crush



HAZARD SIGNS
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Explosive OxidisingFlammable

Gas under pressure Corrosive Acute toxicity 

Health
hazard

Environmental 
Hazard

Long-term
health hazard



FIRE FIGHTING SIGNS
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Fire 
extinguisher

Fire escape
ladder

Fire hose 
reel

Firefighting 
equipment 

Fire alarm 
call point

Emergency 
phone

Remote 
release station

Water 
kanon

Fire 
blanket 

Wheeled 
fire extinguisher

Portable foam
applicator unit

Water fog 
applicator

Fixed fire 
extinguishing 

installation

Fixed fire 
extinguishing 

bottle 

Fixed fire 
extinguisher 

battery

Fire 
protection 

door



MANDATORY SIGNS
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Wear eye 
protection

Wear ear 
protection

Wear head 
protection

Wear 
respiratory 
protection

Wear foot 
protection

Wear 
protective 

gloves

Wear 
protective 
clothing

Connect an 
earth terminal 
to the ground

Wear 
a face 
shield

Pedestrians 
must 

use this route

Wear 
a safety 
harness

General mandatory sign
(to be accompanied where
necessary by another sign)

Disconnect 
mains plug from 
electrical outlet

Disconnect before 
carrying out 

maintenance or repair

Use 
footbridge

Smoking 
area



EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND FIRST-AID SIGNS
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Emergency exit
Right arrow 

Emergency exit
Up Left arrow

Stretcher

Supplementary “This way” sign for emergency exits/escape routes

Break to 
obtain 
access

Eye wash unit Emergency telephone
for first-aid or escape

Doctor’s 
office 

Emergency 
assembly 

point

First Aid

Automated external 
defibrillator (AED)

Emergency Shower

Door opens by 
pulling on the 
left-hand side

Medical 
grab bag

Lifebuoy

Door slides 
left to open

Drinking 
water

Lifejacket

Escape Ladder Life raft 
knife



PROHIBITORY SIGNS
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No naked
flames

Not drinking 
water

No smoking

No access 
for persons 

with pacemakers

Do  not 
touch

No eating,
drinking

In the event 
of fire do not 

use this lift

Switch off 
mobile phones

No dogs 
allowed

No running

Do not 
climb

No reaching in

No 
thoroughfare

No metallic 
articles or 
watches

No heavy 
load

No pushing No sitting No stepping 
on surface

Do not 
obstruct

Do not extinguish 
with water



PROHIBITORY SIGNS

Course VCA-Basis in English in the Netherland • www.intservices.nl • +31 8 52 08 65 92

Do not use 
scaffolding 
incomplete

Do not use 
lift for people

Do not walk or
stand here

Do not tie 
knots in the rope

Do not alter 
the state of 
the switch

No children
allowed

Hot works 
prohibited

No photography

No unauthorised 
access

No leaning

No access for 
people with 

metallic implants

No access for
forklift trucks and

other industrial vehicles

Do not wear 
gloves

Do not use this 
device in a bathtub, 

shower or water-
filled reservoir

Do not wear 
metal-studded 

footwear
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