Abstract
Knowledge Production in Transitional Societies:

the Case of the Colombian Peace Process

The signature of the peace agreement between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP
guerrillas, in order to reach a stable and sustainable peace, can be understood as a mechanism of
transition in the Colombian society. Although knowledge production is not the main entry point to
analyze the complexity of the Colombian peace process, it is constantly referenced within the text
of the signed agreement and it poses different challenges for understanding the relationship
between knowledge production and peace-building in transitional societies.

The presentation will analyze some theoretical approaches to understand the role of the production
and use of knowledge in the case of the Colombian peace process. Based on evidence provided by
this case, it will highlight three analytical challenges that emerge when knowledge is studied in
relation to peace: the contribution of territorial perspective to the reconfiguration of disciplinary
peace studies, the interaction between local and scientific knowledge as a mechanism to reintegrate
former combatants, and the influence of the transformative approach for designing innovation
policies that promote transformative change.
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