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transformation now contend with
unprecedented uncertainty. Business, i1s no
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immediate disruption, while remaining open
to the opportunities of the new normal.
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WWW.NCIteCH.COM ~ swoa178illion 168,000+ ideapreneurs 50 Countries




NI IR
SIGAT e

NHFeT AP SINF NS | AT AT06] S| FIaFT A (ST @ SIS I AR |

PTG 23U O fara | AEFHT & ©F 97 IRE@ (RE@ (@ SST 7] (T N7 S5 B1d |

" 9% O J«(TT-8-8-8.... TF (TF (@ AF6! WG] MN3I IF 7]

fF (51 BTR38383! (RETGIE FAF ((F TIF(%=| (WAT (O ST (WF 1 (FF? 51 FH(0 MNI3| 3 [AF -1
&Y (ST 70 s |1

-], g I=?”

"I 1 (@[ (=T | TSSE FAT I (S| 3 S T 3% Io%=! 01| A @61 (T aArsifw|”

O (T 24 T @ AT ST F | ATSTE IEIE IPI-TT @ @ & fer fmre I (wE@ |
(TS TAT AT B AT AFAT (WF| 9% BT (VS (A(S @ IS N 7 2@ A= (T (ATbNE ST J

TS (R

29l 5(F, G [, AENIEF A0, (G 696, M, S0 1 944 Y@ (IS (@@ | (55 o1 (@S (13
A% 89 9F U (F19T| BN I W NFE | ST TFS WY (W 7

U@l A9 93; fofee 2|

-" SN CTAT 1! (RCTBT (I IR (7 ] AFR | SIFF-TEN AN A INET @ fate? (Wi 7 3= (o1|”
"IN ATE SHE P A® (W 517"

-"SE FF SIS Y& (WAR (Of Iz |”

JGTR T T AFET AGETST (S8 WIS TG | (BRETT SAF (E FIEF FAH6T I FE IFp I ol
- SIS 8F AP fF AT | (@15 (F18 87 9% @R S I FaR| T1HE Sad TG (7F 1!

9% J(TT-8-8-8-8-8 Feifsia (T 97 e | T (! fFE! (F1HF @3!!"

(O IR] (FHCG FPGIE Sf FE S I ([ AT (=T Yoo (95 27|

14 FG PR G IS 59 ©F 0F FE YO8 J(OM@ Y& T 71| RO (T NG P (S I8FT TI
RS B [0 felar fwftaeT | IR 1 200 (FH00 (W& (57 (67 5T ATST @ S 9IS | FEOE ITE NI NI Ao

SIS (|
-"9% (STTN..... ©% NF Hfas f3y iy | I A7 (1217 @ (& o
T PR F2 ST FE (ST X FHF faeT|

- el FET JEOTF FIRA AHAF | Y ey (611 @ 57 T, & T A1 118 JEETEF AT TR | ©IF+F [
PR -1 (A"

(ST f= NG SIET MeF (@ AN (779 SCF B G| G0 FE 1P (7300 IF JOIF & NFF (A3
-"CTINT 3T Y30 N AN (WIS I & ATN6T 9@ i | 8 A1 = AE AHA STHT A67 §F Iean|”
29lAl S e e, FfE, e, (1 N9 T S0 I39] F1 IS (6@ [T (@S 7|

40



-"J-(5T-3-8-8......... 9% F-(T1-8-8-8-8.... TF (IS [ ©1F (SN« (R | RGF T FF[FA6] 9F 15 M@0 TS
TOTF (ST (F1R! Ofel (TS & (ST 3 e | I A 934 5T (RS (=T 9, @ "

TN FNRG] (BIRE S (@ ME | ¥IEF FIS6! (6 (AT G TSE AN ©lo |

I8 Ao d NPT TS| JIFF-UIT (¥ (ST AT G 41 N W& Agw AF SE] A1 (ofd FE| Q TNF 5
%R (ST AFTFER ST 15O A |

28 XA FulAl A6 @@ My @ A

- (517 LT FR? W AT FI5TS 9@ T67 (1=

-3y ST AR 7| 82 BT (ST ¥ I | 3@ MHAS FE (O 13"
U] HEF TG 0 (I T T (G1F | SR Ao 53 27|

- FIFASNSACL...... FIFT (FAN AR ATATIT?"

-"SE *TRE! AT AT aFT AT NifF?"

'R BT 8 NG00 AF6] FIE AT | ST (7] FE IR AT J |
YT BT FER| IO I 9% VAR W9 FHR @ ATI® (ST (W FH@ |
SO-N-f-2-2-3..L 1" 3T STToT (WH |

"SI PP JEOT F27? 8 (W= A7 (F|"

"I O GRNT FT AF IE AT (FE F AR (ST (SF AT 1...."
-'O7 1 T I TR 9] 3F?"

-"O1 }E Tl AT ...."

ST T ST e’

-"8 FAR AT B FE | AT AR QfEE 9 A 7=l

"1 AT FIBT BT SIET T A | A IS (V@ (I @2 RBE NCT 961 37| IHF G == I ofd!
MepP (=T I fFom arem fF5 2@ A!”

Ul Bl (6, SFFIE o BT (#5 q12te 14 NI CME |
- 99T fF IR MR AN Wi AN SR FT IET A7

T S WG| ©F (N3 (TA® AT |

- @I A3 | IR SMFET (A AN AT AFI1T T2:1"

e S B S 2o 2 @ 0 w0 [ (FEF 17| TG (61 3| ©F ©IF JF F5R I3 | Soi2 ()
(RG] AEFF PR I0F (OF [ IFF (RE &I | ORE f%...... T ©R[_© N 7 (|

Q) <

(ST A9 ¥ (TR TSI BT BF| AT (V29T FR AT FIS K& blet© AT 9o T |

& (@ (o @2 T 8 (FRT?”

(ST FIACE B (MF AF AFE FE IR @ 76 I AR W@ AT |

-"FINFAT SAAAGH FFIO! (FIEAT FIEF NN AN AN IMSO AFEI FF =T S| {5 (AT 126 (7 1S
MA@ | AT @R I A (@7 [0 $F7 I FA 89EF TR Feml......" BEF @ FA8E I 18 v
AF AF6T YT FRS INF|

41



o

RfONET FT g | fofee AT eI |

" (sm?”

-"SCTCT I (A a7 | fhes...."

(G-(HG-(FO-(HG......

(ST AT (@ ST AT | AEE 29 NG HF 51 #151F (7 91 wle |
(ST 3% | 18 7 8F WW..."

AAF 2GR (ST PR PR I | ST AT (ST (TG [ (FIAF SMHo5e (SNATENES i@ 6@ I3 (7
O SF 51N, ISR SFT SISTGT| FIR (NRI(92 T8N 991619 A6 @ 66 7T 9% (BST Fib =11 (W] 17| T9l
GISGT (ST (AT |

AFET @] Mo ©18T IT T (FIEF TIF (T TS F1o FE I A0 AR
NI (T 3 (BT AT JFATF T |
-"9-R (T B-F-R]" 7P AN Fulat| -"(TAET i@ Ao 951"

FAT AT AF | PER %P FE QW (HE (REF IS (T | I (P @ (@7 NI (RE | AT (ST @13
N(OT TS dAIG0© {16 AT HIA b(T|

(FIET THw2 HN (S0 I G| 1F -] B SOIE A AT WG F17|
I 2N AT A FOF A
J0GT YT =/ ANF| T SR JEGT (FAT H6 W6 FE @ ST [ I ©F|

-"JCE] AT FAET AT JINE? A HGT 918 F (FA QN? INE] J1 AR O [T | AT SN 9 IIF-7reA
"

P HEF IO A (T

-"SF (ST $R? 8 TGS T (I §F FF AN |"

(ST A LS AT GG | P2 P2 FE RHGHGE 51T (7 I1F |

-"af9@ AT AR | (AT 18 S | SN HPFF-UNE (I® (7 2T I 1"

ST TR AT AL 6 AT GIEG (N (6 BT FE SO W@ ®|

PP AR ORE AT | FIFAF 20d (AT JAq ©F (5"

-" 9% (W7 AT T AT NS (ST NN ST P FT IS 2 7| A 9L I 7|
S RARARIENEIGE JUOT( 34@ T FTNEA | ARNE 1T RE PN PANES 7 " ATSIAT T (F9 AHF!”
0T 59 B HEHIT @O 9o

""AIfSE (F N@efat| I 7]"

"R, IR " (BIE IH@ I5© (7 Fe0 AT,

- 9% CTIF ©2 1], MEFF A7 I (A (F? 90 IR (@ FAT? IS I BFS| I To] FIK| I 7S
GG I 3T 17 (.1

B (CIE IO T AT LT % (Y@ AT FE (CIF6T N (@7 | HET ©-[ET Y F(F O AENG F(E ©IF
RN

-"(STETRT (J! (FTIGE] (ST JATS......."

0T AFTF {6 AEIE® | ST (ST | AF (T IO e 2000 ©Id 11| SO (HEE, I FEF g 797 fa@

(MG [T I 97 97 fOq0d | BIFF I Ol JFEF ST [T 589 F16re A& I+ (RES | 97 JEF A1
Fo] FUR FIEH ANE....

"AFAE 2O R (O | (01 50 o1 I 97 @R s, =1l O1Re Ay (o IR &2 ...."

42



TEARS OF JOY
MOUSUMI SINHA

Mother: "My dear son, today we are going to meet a famous lady who will tell us so many interesting
stories of her life”

Son: “Mamma, what is famous?”
Mother: “A famous person is known to most of us for doing a great job.

Son: “l don’'t know her, so how can she be famous”?” (After a pause) “No | will not listen to her boring
stories, rather | will play with my friends over there.”

Almost after two hours while returning back home after having a conversation with her...

Son: (Seemed to be deeply engrossed in a thought) “Mamma, | also want to be a famous person like that
auntie. When | will grow up, will you buy me a bike like hers so that | can also go to different countries
riding on my bike?”

Mother: (with a shaken voice) “You need a lot of bravery for doing that.”
Son: (making his eyes bigger) “Yes mamma, | am very brave, | can easily do that.”

This was the conversation between me and my son after having met Smt. Lipika Biswas, an Indian
Railways employee under whose apparent austere simplicity lies a strong fervour for travel and adventure.
Yes, she could immensely impress even a six-year-old boy by her exciting escapades and breath-taking
experiences. She was also six years old when she first tried to lift the heavy backpack of her elder brother
who is a renowned mountaineer. To her, this bag was not only full of heavy essential stuff needed for
mountaineering, but it was full of countless dreams, innumerable hopes and unknown fears. At that age,
she started nurturing the dreams of climbing the hard rocks, accumulating the hopes of reaching the top of
the world, mustering the courage to vanquish all fears.

Days passed; years passed. The fire of passion she ignited in her heart long ago never got extinguished. In
1994, at the age of 26, she got a job at Indian Railways. The dream which lay latent for so many years
started blooming out, spreading out their wings. She spent a few years for collecting loans from different
places as these kinds of mountain expeditions are very expensive.

After 20 years in 2014, she started her journey of reaching the highest point of the world - The Mount
Everest. The journey was not so easy, fraught with many insuperable impediments at every step. After
having done a long and tedious trekking for several days, she with her companions eventually reached the
Everest Base camp at 17,600 ft. They had to stay there for a few days before starting their journey for the
Everest. In the deep darkness of every night when her companions used to fall asleep or were enjoying the
warmth inside the tent, she used to come out and with an inexplicable awe in her eyes stand in front of the
snow-clad, gigantic Himalayas. What a magnificent beauty! What a splendid creation of nature! Her long
cherished dream came true. Even amidst the biting cold (-30 degree Celsius) she could not resist herself
from enjoying this heavenly sight to her heart’'s content. But who knew that a horrible danger was lurking
behind that apparent beauty”? Who knew that nature who enthralled them by her majestic loveliness would
overwhelm them by a repulsive ruthlessness in no time”? A monstrous avalanche hit the basecamp with all
its destructive power. People started running helter-skelter helplessly, aimlessly. Some of them had to yield
to nature’s appalling wrath and fury.

In the next sunlit morning, everywhere was calm and quiet. There was no trace of the last night's dreadful
devastation, except a few corpses were scattered here and there. She lost some of her companions. 16
sherpas also died on spot. She came back, desolate, heart-broken. A deep despair engulfed her.
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But who can stop her who has dreamt of reaching the zenith of the world? So again, next year in 2015,
with a new energy and enthusiasm she set out for the mountains. This time she was more determined,
more dauntless. Nature could not allure her by her bewitching beauty. Rather every time she was cautious
of impending danger and imminent death. Her eyes were beaming with the hopes of conquering the
Everest. But there is a proverb, “Man proposes, God disposes”. Again nature involved the mountaineers in
an unequal combat where she became more merciless, more heartless than before. On 25™ April at 11.56
(Nepal Standard Time) Nepal was struck by a devastating earthquake that triggered a massive avalanche
at the base camp. Still she shudders at the thought of the disastrous aftermath caused by this earthquake
(in Richter Scale its magnitude was 7.8 to 8.1). It killed nearly 9,000 people and injured 22,000 people in
Nepal. As a silent spectator, she withessed the bodies of so many wretched sherpas being carried away.
She could not help but shut her eyes in utmost fright when she saw that the head of the Japanese lady with
whom she made friends last night and who had a predilection for shampooing her head before every
climbing, was totally mangled by a big rock. She herself was also on the verge of death. But God saved her
miraculously.

Not only mountaineering, Ms. Biswas is also an eminent cyclist. In 2011, she cycled from Kulu to
Khardungla ( Ladakh) a record so far as registered in Limca Book of Records. She is also the first Indian
woman from the Eastern zone to complete Audux cycling where she completed a journey of 600 kilometres
only in 40 hours! Many people do not know that she is a patient of osteoarthritis and out of 10 only her 7
fingers are functional. Despite having all these physical challenges, her profound love for adventure has
maddened her again and again, compelled her to forsake the comfortable warmth of home, prepared her to
set off for the unknown.

However, keeping aside all the horrible experiences of conquering the Everest, she again concentrated on
her old passion, bike riding. In 2018 she decided to explore Europe riding on her bike. She is the first
Indian woman to do a solo cycling expedition across Europe covering Germany, Belgium, Netherlands,
Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland. She had no predetermined plans of what to eat, where to stay.
She had only courage to face all the formidable obstacles that would come in her way. While cycling across
the unknown lanes of Europe, she experienced so many things which were etched in her memory deeply.
She will never forget the sincere cordiality of a German couple who offered her to stay at their house for a
night when she could not manage to stay in a hotel as it was beyond her budget. She will always
remember those days when she lost her ways in the labyrinth of the streets of Europe and those nights
when she spent sleeplessly under a tent in the midst of anxiety and uncertainty. But every morning the
serene beauty of Europe made her oblivious of all about the previous nights and gave her a new impetus to
move on. After a few days she reached Netherlands, 'a land of bicycles'. She was surprised to see that all
Dutch cities are well connected by cycle- paths (fietspaden). During her stay in Netherlands, she paid a
visit to Indian Embassy and met the Ambassador, Mr. Venu Rajamony. We had a golden opportunity to
meet her at our friend’s place. In the course of conversation, my eyes suddenly caught sight of her ears
which were bedecked with two tiny bicycles. | was completely flabbergasted to see her deep passion for
cycling. Almost two hours we were with her and simply got spellbound to hear her fearless feats. Her life is
not only an unprecedented tale of valour and intrepidity but also a source of inspiration for those who
believe that traveling is an intense intoxication that can never be subdued by age or any other restrictions.

When we bade her goodbye, some drops of tears trickled down her cheeks with a beautiful smile on her
face. Our heartfelt wishes will always be with her not for wiping these tears but for shedding these tears as
each of them will tell the stories of her joy, victory and success.
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INTEGRATION: FINDING YOUR ‘CLOGS’
CHAITALI SENGUPTA

Life for the immigrants in their adopted land is a life poised between the two cultures. It is about carrying
with them a hybrid identity, which in my opinion, is never complete, never whole, but always fragmented.
Living for almost a little more than twenty years in the Netherlands, | have often been asked questions like:
what are your experiences of living between two cultures? Are you fully integrated? How different have
been your experiences?

Honestly speaking, | do not have all the answers yet. And | still have not stopped seeing many things
through the lens of my ‘Indian eye’. As a result, almost two decades later, | still find myself on a learning
curve, (or on a learning ‘bike’!) as far as integration is concerned!

Language

‘Why don’t the immigrants learn Dutch if they want to live here?’ is one of the sentiments often expressed
by the friendly natives, even though the Dutch people are rather comfortable English speakers. I'm sure,
occasionally, the same thought must have crossed your minds too! The Netherlands is, infact, one of the
most English friendly countries in the mainland Europe, yet if one plans to settle down here, learning the
language makes a lot of sense. But is it that simple?

Learning the language takes a long time. Besides, it is not a very easy language to master, what with its
difficult grammar, (sometimes) confusing word order, difficult pronunciation, its fascination with split verbs,
its reliance on exceptions rather than rules, the local dialects, those untranslatable words, and those
contextual words that have more than one meaning! So ‘het weer’ can mean the weather, but ‘weer’
without the article ‘het’ means again! Yes, it is rather difficult for beginners to speak this language. It is not
helped by the fact that your Dutch friends, neighbors, or colleagues would switch into English as soon as
they hear you speak Dutch- they do not want to miss the chance of practicing their English with you! So,
learning Dutch is almost like starting with a new fitness regime, but it truly pays off, once you have learnt it!
Go for it, | would say! Doe maar!

Dutch Culture

But then, integration is much more than only learning the language at a language school. True, learning the
language enhances your employability in this land, it brings that elusive sense of ‘belonging’ to the land as
you speak the native tongue. But how do you deal with Dutch culture? Of course, the Netherlands has its
own unigue set of customs and etiquette. And you, as a foreigner, would need a bit of acclimatization with
the customs.

‘Didn’t you have any culture shocks when you came to live here?’ is a question my Dutch teacher Ria van
den Broek had once asked me over ‘een lekker kopje koffie’! Yes, of course, and there were plenty. The
foremost being that the Coffeeshops were not really ‘coffee shops’ where you might end up, snug coazily,
enjoying a warm cuppa. Those were small places where you might go to buy weed products! | remember
Ria’s amusement when | expressed my discomfiture in discovering that!
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Weather

My Indian bones still feel rather challenged by the weather here, for it changes increasingly and within a
span of twenty-four hours, you may end up experiencing the sun, the rain, and the wind! No wonder that
the Dutch call their country as ‘kikkerland’ (a land of frogs), for it is cold, raining and mostly wet. The first
phrase that my Dutch teacher Ria taught me regarding the weather was: “Slecht weer bestaat niet, welke
slechte kleding” roughly translated it meant: "Bad weather doesn't exist, it is only those unsuitable clothing.’
But my Indian bones, so used to the warm, sunny climes, struggled hard for years before giving in to this
nugget of wisdom. Dutch love to talk about their weather, so tackling the weather the Dutch way is also
going to be a part of your integration here!

Aren’t they too direct?

Talk about the famous ‘Dutch Directness’. For many of us, in our first few years, (even later!), our initial
experiences with Dutch directness probably came as a shock. The very direct approach of our Dutch
colleagues, neighbors, and friends requires some adjustment. The blunt opinions, might seem to be
‘offensive’, ‘arrogant’ or even ‘inconsiderate’, depending on which culture one is coming from, but one
needs to understand that the one thing the Dutch absolutely dislike is to be pretentious, and this directness
has everything to do with their intrinsic straightforwardness and transparency. They would, in return, expect
you to be honest and open with them too. It is a different way of communication, and that too, very much
like the language and the weather, shall need time to get used to! But once you learn to communicate In
the direct way, who knows, you might end up liking it!

There are a few other aspects of Integration too, but to keep it short, | would say integration is a lot about
learning and unlearning. Not everything will be to your liking in the new land you have chosen to settle in.
Even after several years of living here, you would still be comparing your life and situations here and back
home.

In the transition phase, we all probably would commit a few (amusing!) ‘Culture follies’, but those are also
fun moments, and armed with the new language you have learnt, and with your understanding of the Dutch
culture, you would surely find your ‘clogs’ (I mean, footing!) in this multicultural country.
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A NEW WORLD
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UTA*:IK

THE CONDOVYILLE All images are Artist's Impressions

SAVOUR A NEW WORLD THAT'S RIGHTFULLY YOURS

Welcome 10 Utalika Luxury, a world where large open spaces, luxurious greenery, a prisine private lake,
serpentine floral gardens, spacious apartments, a plush club and futuristic amenities embrace you,

And the unmistakable Ambuja Neotia signature brings assurance, and trust follows.

Be a connoisseur of this new world.
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