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Abstract: Fundamental transformations are 
taking place in the Netherlands, in Europe, 
and throughout the rest of the world, 
culturally, socially, economically, politically 
and technologically. These transformations 
are leading to uncertainties about the 
societies we live. In this talk, I contend that 
in order to comprehend currently ongoing 
fundamental transformations and to direct 
these transformations toward desired 
societies, it is important to: 1) value the 
historical depth of our society(ies) and to 
appreciate this cultural heritage, 2) envision 
various future scenarios, 3) see the present 
as a "in-between" period during which 
major transformations are taking place, and 

4) use this period 
as a window of 
opportunity to 
redefine and 
reframe - in the 
context of and 
under the influ-

ence of (AI) technology - traditional philo-
sophical notions such as ethics, fairness, 
equity.
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