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Moria migrant camp on the Greek island of
Lesvos has burned to the ground. The
Norwegian Refugee Council’s global
provider of expertise, NORCAP, is now
negotiating to get shelter and camp
management experts to the scene as soon
as possible.

he �re in Greece’s largest migrant camp

started during the night on 8 September,

while most of the inhabitants were asleep.

The camp is now a scene of total devastation.

Thousands of people are �eeing, and the Greek

burned to the ground
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government has declared a state of emergency on

the island.

“The camp in Moria is completely burned down and

�re�ghters are still working to put out �res in parts

of the camp,” says NORCAP’s Patric Mansour, who

until recently was working with site management in

Greece.

“All services and facilities that we have built up in

the camp are gone,” he continues. “Thousands

have �ed the camp and are currently on the streets,

with nowhere to go.”

The Norwegian Refugee Council’s (NRC) global

provider of expertise, NORCAP, currently has 14

experts working in Greece. We are now in dialogue

with UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, to try to get

shelter and camp management experts to Lesvos

as soon as possible.

“Moria has been a ticking bomb for a long
time”
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NRC has been warning about conditions in the

overcrowded camp for years. The �re is a

consequence of Europe not taking responsibility by

supporting Greece in relocating people from the

island of Lesvos.

“The recent events are catastrophic and tragic,”

says Benedicte Giæver, NORCAP Executive

Director. “Moria has been a ticking bomb for a long

time, with desperate people in an overcrowded

camp with limited services and facilities.”

“Greece has tried to alleviate the situation by

moving people to the mainland. However,

continuous new arrivals on the island, coupled with

European countries not willing to share the

responsibility and relocate people, has resulted in

the situation we have today.”

The extent of the destruction is not yet clear, but

what we do know is that there is now nowhere for

the camp’s residents to shelter tonight.
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CONTACT US

Norwegian Refugee Council
Prinsensgate 2 (Map)
0152 Oslo
Norway
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COUNTRIES IN FOCUS

Syria

South Sudan

Yemen

Afghanistan

Iraq

ISSUES IN FOCUS

Climate change and displacement

Housing, land and property rights

Urban displacement

Cash & vouchers

SHORTCUTS

About us

Vacancies

Reports

Procurements

Camp management toolkit

HEAT security training
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BRCiS Consortium

90%
Over 90 per cent of NRC’s
income is channelled to our
work with people forced to
�ee.

https://www.nrc.no/what-we-do/brcis-consortium---building-resilient-communities-in-somalia/

