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The increasinply large number of patriotic people of Arakan
(Arraccan). villl weleomo thdn compllation of documonts of 1078
Rohingya Refugees appeared 1n different Loadlng dailies/weeklips
of the clvilised world. Tho compllor dealg with the value and
importanco of research and study or record on the Ilstory of
Araltan (Roang) and Rohlngya peoplo and thelr legal identity. It ls
bolioved that the selocted accounts/articles contained in this

record book will contribute greatly to a general improvement of

Ll

the true History of Aralkan and its Nationals. .

This llstorical record will bo uscful not only fto the Rolingya
people, both in and abroad, to adjust thelr growing doom future and
look in time at thelr pgreat problems ahend, but also to fhc general
public to comment the Raclsn and Raclal Diocrimination against the
Rohingya Muglims of Arakan by the succosalve Burmeso Government is
contrary to the Charter of the Unlted Nations and is noked violation
of the Universal Declaratlon of Iuman Rights. It represente the
tragedy of aggression, brutality and barbarlsm when they oppress

the weak and poor people. To live in Arakan as honourable cltizen
18 our national rightsl
If you want to know the trubh & reality about the Muslim

Communl bty in Aralan (Burua) and her pant hlntory it 15 your most
important duty to studyit's relevant history. Uistory plays an

important role in serving one's roliglon, people and nation. Undoubted-

1y an impartial historlan of the future will be able to record correc-

ly in the papges of higtory that Rohlngyas are bonafide citizens of

Aralkkan country.

October 3, 1981.
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To
THE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT

| of k.
THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF THE

UNION OF BURMA

ROHINGYA PATRIOTIC FRONT
 ARAKAN ( BURMA )



To
The People And The Government

of

The Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma

We have ample cogent reasons to belicve that the
government and the general public all over the country
are fully in the know of our just struggle for the last
three and a half decades. 1t needs no reiteration herein
because of the reason that we have already expressed
ourselves in our Historic Document ol Oclober 1976,
titled : ‘ROHIINGYAS’ OUTCRY & DEMANDS' It
was scribbled and published under adverse circumstances
principally with the hope that it might serve the govern-
ment as an eye-opener in respect of the Muslim mino-
rity aflairs in Burma and particularly those relating to

“the Rohingyas of Arakan who have long been made

target of GENOCIPE AND APARTHEID in every field
of life and aclivities.

But alas! as ill-luck would have it, the Union
government functionaries, in collaboration with the racists
of the Arakan State authoritics and the unscrupulous
big guns of the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP)
have rather unleashed fresh campaigns of hatred and
anachronistic terror against the Rohingyas; and in the
wake of their diabolic atrocities other patriotic citizens
in Arakan arc also not spared.



The task and principles for a democratic socialist
state have been belied by the present dictatorial and
racist policy of the regime of General Ne Win who
will surely be not paid of by his wild practice of
gambling in politics. Since the assumption of power
by him and the introduction of what is called the
“Burmese way to Socialism” the country has been rapidly
deterioraling in political, economical, social and cultural
conditions.  But he is still drageing on with active
support of his henchmen and lackeys. This multi-national
dreamy land of 34 million of people and thousands of
pagodas, mosques and churches is in fact now on the
verge of debacle.

General No Win also the absentee socialist dictator
with his sceptre and crown, is destined to be shortly
tumbled down. The world then shall see the fate of
his Bayonet Socialism. The outside world is yet unaware
of the actual internacine fueds and hollowness in his to-
pheavy and flamboyant administration as no information
can trickle down beyond the frontiers due to the influence
of the imposition ol xenophobia.

In Arakan, exploitation, incquality, repression, racial
diserimination, heinous atrocities, diabolism and oppress-
ion amidst numerous other wrongs and injustices, in
many coverl and overt forms, are long being carricd out
gpecially against the Rohingyas and their sympathisers.

Arakan is admittedly a Muslim majority region which
is geographically, climatically, historically, cthnologically
and culturally separated from the rest of Burma; and
ever since the beginning of the 6th century A, Do 1t
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has been the permanent abode of the Hinayana Buddhist
(Maghs) and Muslims (Rohingyas) who have been co-exis-
ting over there with perfect amity, of course, with cerlain
very briel intervening periods  of communal disturbances
flamed and headed by some lanatics most of  whom
lo-day are accessaries o General Ne Win.,

These anti-Muslim elements both inside and outside the
government oflfces at the centre are determined to fulfil
their premeditated designs of assimilating the Arakanese
Buddhists and complelely exterminating the Muslims,
Their foremost objective is to annihilate the Muslims in
the first instance. Therefore, it presupposes that after
the total annihilation of the Rohingyas they will pay full
attention to the assimilation of the Maghs. Arakan may

thus one day be transformed into an ulti-ethnic area.

We want peace and peaceful co-existance with dig:
nity, honour, security of life and property, as true
citizens of Burma. But the present government has in-
variably been branding us as aliens contrary (o the letter
and spirit of the U. N. Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,

In context to the numerical strength, at page 2 of
the said document ‘Rohingyas’ Outery & Demands’ there
is a categorical assertion of our Rohingya people being
in majority in Arakan, but ere we could avail of any
propitious opportunity of culting the “Gordian Kuot* (hhe
militarist ruling junta has deliberately and malaciously

" started insidious, mandacious, prejudicial and vicious

propaganda against us alleging that we are not to be
considered as Burmese cilizens purely because of the fact
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that we are not Buddhists but Muslims and consequently
aliens. The popular cry of the nationalist Buddhists is
that ‘to be a Burman is to be a Buddhist’. It is, there-
fore, quite obvious that the anti-Muslim Burmese pcople
will not be al rest so long as the Rohingyass are not
e xterminated to the last man.

To nip in the bud all our just struggle the unscru-
pulous racist government has set against the Rohingyas
hundreds of Immigration oflicials assisted by heavy armed
forces under the command of Col. Min Goung, Com-
mander, Western Command, Akyab. This operation is
scheduled to be contirued and carried all over Arakan
with the dirty intention of eliminating the Rohingyas.

It makes no secret of the fact that the government
has already taken a decision to conduct the general census
of population in the country during the current year,
after craftily completing the work of disqualifying the
Muslims from their right ol citizenship, in as many
numbers as possible so that the government might not
Jose the chance of forestalling the emergence of the
truth regarding the actual strength of Muslims prior to
the general census of operation,

There were already several Immigration  Operations
of dillerent categorics over the last few years. One
of them is known as the ‘SABE OPERATION'. During
those operation periods tens of thousands of Rohingyas’
National Registration Cards (NRCs) were seized without
any legal anthority, on various pretexts which were never
returned.  In fantastic and rediculous ways thousands
and thousands of the poor and natural born Rohingyas
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were classified as forcigners, alleging to bhave infiltrated
from Bangladesh, with ulterior motives of perishing them
by hook or crook or in tho alternative to push them out
en masse across the borders

However, for the present, let us be frank and bold
enough to declare with all impunity at our command that

‘wo are not those who try to brand all with the same

brush., We look at things from the point of view of
reality. We have to tell the government and-the world
community the bare truth. This government in the name
of Socialist Rule has simply been perpetrating a unique
sort of dictatorship in Burma flagrantly contradictory to
all the Norms of International Law, Conventions, bila-
teral or multilateral treaties, etc.

Like the previous operation (Sabe) the government
started another operation of a severe nature known
as the ‘NAGA MIN OPERATION™ with eflect [rom
the Ist week of February 1978, beginning from Akyab,
the Headquarters of the Arakan tate, Burma,

As il has been indicated earlier, the government
functionarics in their well-planned way, by the middle of
the last month, on fake and immaginary charges, under
scctions 6 (2) of the Immigration Act. 13 (1) of the
National Registration Act and 5 (1) of the Forcigners’
Repistration Act, have indiscriminately rounded up and
unlawfully detained 5675 bonafide Rohingya citizens,
including old men, women, girls, boys and children from
scores of houscholds, of Akyab town, Who have authen-
tic evidences of their time-honoured seftlements in
the area,

* Naga Min means king Drogon
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The ruthless Immigration Operation parties usually
cordone Rohingya villages and quarters at dawn (the
time of prayer for Muslims ) and forcibly enter into the
dwelling houses. Then alter terrifying the inmates scarch
and drag them (o CONCENTRATION CAMPS on
various pleas.. The usual plea is that they are required
for interrogations by Jmmigration officers. These brutal
and vanomous personnel do not have even (he gocd
sense of politely treating the purdanashin® females and
prestigecus ald People. The arrested persons are con-
fined in unspacious places where there are no facilities
for taking rest and food. Those who are taken to the
Central Agricultural Godowns at 4th Mile, Akyab and
the Cantonment arc very often molested, manhandled,
whipped and even raped to death, Many of them also
suffer death due to starvation as neither the government
makes any arrangement for supplying food to them nor
their nearest and dearest ones are allowed to  provido
them with any provisions of food. Tn many cases, their
relations and symphathisers who go to meet them are
chinsed with guns and mercilessly beaten up. :

~ On the pertext of making separale interrogations
males, females and youngsters are separated in groups
from their respective familics and then carried away to
unknown destinations.  In course of their removal from
place to place some even cxpire due to fatigue, ill-
treatment and starvation. sartizularly, young women are
and carried away for unholy purposc on the
pretext of making interrogation. Some such women could
not yet be traced. It is feared that they have been
raped and killed, Being unable to withstand various
kinds of tortures some pregnent woien suffered abortion
and others are still lapguishing in illegal conlinement.

picked up
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On February 17, 1978 about 400 women from the
Central Agricultural Godown Detention Camp (Akyab),

~with several babies in their feeble arms, were removed to

the central jail but there being no additional accomoda-
tion for these arrested females they were taken back,
jammed .in ‘trucks like cordwoods without [loor space to
sit down. Ol God ! how horrible was that heart-render-
ing phenomenal scene in this sophisticated age ! The
bewilderment, lamentation and wailing of those iiserable
Rohingya ( specially the females and children ) were
rending even the heaven. However, some innocent Rohing-.
yas of the area who naturally got provoked became
vocal. Though they peacefully protested against the ill-
treatment, yet there. ensued an uproar, whereafter the
beastly escort opened fire on them killing 4 of the persons
at the spot A number of them were also seriously in-
jured and when they were taken to the Civil Hospital,
Akyal the medical authorities refused to admit them
for treatment even on humanitarian ground. Subsequently,
some of the injured persons succumbed to the injuries
of indiscriminate gun shot. In this connection several
local elders and students were also wantonly and arbitra-
rily arrested and carried away to some unknown destina-
tions. So far the authorities have sentenced half of the
persons after mockery of trials under the said Immigration
Act or so,

In the wake of this barbaric operation, at midnight
on Feb, 18, 1978, the Army authorities swooped down
on Kawardail, Akyab and arrested among others u
prestigeous religious person of the village on the fictitious
allegation of inciting the alore-described protesters. He
was called Mov, Abdul Munal (40). On arrest he was
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extremely tortured by kicking, trampling and beating
with rifle butts. The torturers even plucked and burnt
his beard. As a result he succumbed to the injuries alter
a few days.

But even after blazing a trial for perpetrating bar-
barism against the helpless and peace-loving Rohingya
citizens, merely out of racial hatred and fanaticism, onc
Maj. Kyaw Maung (Saw Mraa Aung), son-in-law of Kyaw:
Mra CTiowdhury of Teknaf, Cox’s Bazar Sub-division,
Chittagong, Bangladesh, now Chairman ol the Arakan
State concurrently a Central C ' :
Socialist Programme Party had the fullhardiness to openly,

conciotaly— mantly declare at Akyab in this cannec-

tioh that “whatever is now being done by the Immigra-
tion Operation authoritics is not based on religious
grounds”,

el

Are these act of genocide, conspiracy to commit
genocide, direct and public incitement to commit genocide,
attempt to commit genocide and complicity in genocide,
not crimes against humanity and such triable cither by
the Union Government:itsell or the International penal
Courl 7 Certainly, everyone who commit such odious
crimes should be heavily penalised and il otherwise the
incrimination of the crime of genocide will undoubtedly

be absolutely meaningless.

It now, therefore, lies with the government 10 bring
{0 book all these perpelrators of various crimes committed
against the Rohinpyas. 1T not, from all view points,
this government of General Ne Win shall eventually be
responsible and bear the consequences therefor, It is, by
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now, highly inperative (hat, he as the supreme head of
the Union Government, should analytically take stock of
the prevailing conditions in Arakan by physically pre-
senting himself at the troubled spots, accompanied Dby
IMPARTIAL and independent Muslim leaders both from
Arakan and the rest of Burma, If suich a DEMAND of
we the oppressed people is not promptly fulfilied we will
naturally be taking that “he who does cvil and he who
condones it— both must share the guilt”.

‘

All our appeals in the past fell on deal ears. Since
we have also the birth right of existing on our own 50il
ag human beings, with full dignity and honoury we were
lastly constrained to make heard our OUTCRY to the
World Bodics lor immediate redress. Try to see us
through the vista of our phenomenal historical back
ground and’ then sagaciously judge as to how the BSPP
and the government agencics are legally and morally
justified in branding the Arakanese Muslims (Rohingyas)
as Bangladeshi Nationals without any [oundation. Like
the Arakanese Buddhists (Maghs) our settlement in
Arakan is also centuries-old. '

We the Rohingyas are nothing clse but truc Burmese

Nationals by birth, like other minority nationals most

ol" whom settled in Burma much later than we (he two
gister communitics of Arakan. To our knowledge there
are only a handful of Bangladeshi Nationals in Arakan.
Sl’_’i‘ the face ol such stark realities based on in con-
trovertible historical lacts and oflicial records why should
we the sons of the soil, in lakhs are thus being shim-
elessly, mhumanly and illegally attempted to be wiped

——
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off under fake and vague allegations of being Bangladeshi

Nationals.
P S

1t is, however, clear to cveryone as to why the

\-.___.--——-_.,_.
Immigration Authorities, under threat, coersion, dUTess

and deciel(ul means, are compelling our fellow Rohmg-

as to declatein aric Columns of their preseribed
Registrafion Forms, staling that they are Bangladeshi

Nationals. el in the pas years nor even by

murmcsc Government took up wilh cither

Pakistan or Bangladesh this malacious and vexatious
political stunt. mewwwlw
country to escape persecution or ch
across Durma-Bangladesh ow

a heavy burden on the over-stretched econom

“Banpladesh. The rest of our refugees are regarded as
wzardous clements in different other countri
oft for.—

The_policy of Divide & Rule practiced during the

British_colonial period clearly ave long been
followed by our government too, The sowing of the
‘scads oTehmiity Belween our two communities in Arakan
is still going on unabated. IHow long can we and the
intelligent world can be hoodwinked ?  Many of the
Maghs who are still inprudent and insolent do not scem
to have understood how their community is being cland-
estinely Burmanized. The infusion of the poison of
hating and bulling us hag yet kept them inillusion.  They
will perhaps never be disillusioned unless they themselves
understand with sobricty hat they radically differ from
the Burmans traditionally, historically, ethnologically and
geographically.  Was not Arakan an independent country
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till 1784 A, D.? Surely it was. The independent char-
acteristics of we the people of Arakan ever remained
unchanged. OQur spirit of nationalism has been dormant
but smouldering during the last 194 ycars, like anth-
racite. The indomitable traits of character in our heroic
people cantrot thus be marred, sapped, ruined and poll-
uted by assimilative pressure, verdicts of death sentences,
purging of pregmatists, imprisonment, alurements, inci-
tement of communalism, subjugation, chauvinism or cven
by apartheid and genocide. Branding us as aliens.
traitors, saboteures, autonomists and even separatists will
not budge us an inch from our unswarving struggle for
equal rights and freedoms.

The power of the goverment lies with the people.
Public sentiment is everything. With public sentiment
nothing can fail; without it nothing can succeed. The
voice of the people is the voice of God. So, il this
government also persists in playing the dirty British
eolonial game of inciting one community or group
against the other or oppresses its subjects like an aut-
ocrat or an absolute diclator its debacle is inevitable.
Apgression, repression, extermination, vandalism, bar-
barism, sham-patriotism and sell-imposed pseudo-soci~ *
alism have now become out-fasioned, obnoxious and
detestable, We are in Apollo age and the world now
wants true democracy irrespective of colour and creed. -

We the Muslims of Burma are an integral part of
the nation. Those suffering oppression and racial disc-
rimination, specially in Arakan, are indecd of militant
characteristic though under various disadvantages. As
in the remote past, we have always been patriotic, As
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such we had the notion that the government would
harness the potentialities of our man-power for the
development of this sparsely populated and backward
repion.  We thought of being really helpful to the gov-
ernment in strengthening its hand in rapidly develo-
ping the shattered economy of our motherland and as
well boldly guarding our vulnerable northwest and sou-
thwest frontiers. Traditionally, Rohingyas are dedicated
soldiers highly capable of sufepuarding the country’s
inteprity, solidarity and sovercignty, Why then- should
we be made target of oppression and repression merely
on racial and religious pround g Is it a crime in Burma
to be a Muslim and not a Buddhist ? Most of the
sovereign state in the world to-day are multi-national.
As for example in China, India and Indonesia there
are scores of minorily nationalitics who are coexisting
with peace, honour and dignity. But it is in Burma
alone where the most potential Mushim minority comms-
unity of actually about 4 million, out of a total population
of 34 million, arc not tolerated.

Prior to the closing of the Second World War there
were 8 million Muslims in Burma out of which 4 million
or so who were aliens have already left the country long
ago.] The Rohingyas of Aralan are [. 5 million or even
moré—but /3 of them have been knowingly rendered
landless, homeless and then barbarously killed or driven
out of the country.

The Ruling Clique composed of ill-motivated autocrats
and bureaucrats do not as yel scems to have understood
that history takes its own course like the oceanic curr-
ents. Let there be no mistaking the lact that we are
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ntsi of those Muslims whose, supremacy -was
‘once felt' even in distant climos -with great, admiration.
History will surely repeat itsell. . We, shall rise up again
and -face ithe oppressors with gieater -cauragel, History
is made hy the people and in the . course af making
history people will variably  bring  forth their own
leaders. - All the conspiratorial activitiesiof ~th¢ racist
e will be resisted with determination ang fortifudg.

‘e dedeenda

regim

In the end, the perverse actions of all our 0ppressors
and reactionarics will prove to be boomerings.. We firmly
believe that our people wlll frustrate all enemy schemes
and plots so long as they maintain sharp . vigilance,
persist in strugple and strengthen their unity. God will
surcly help us in our just strupgle for the restoration of
our usurped rights and freedoms. The world is fast
advanching amidst turmoil, and the people are awakening
in the course of struggle. Countrics wanl independence,
nation  wants liberation and so we as well want eman-
cipation through revolution.  The sinister intention of
the government to cnslave us and liquidate our entity

as citizens of Burmi has been secn through by our

consciencious  countrymen and  the international |

community.

We have actually been compelled to enter into this

struggle against the racial, economical and political
‘discriminations. Tl freedom objective of our Rohingya
. pgﬁdplc will not only dircctly beneflt us but definitely serve
the interest of otbers in Arakan and the rest of Burma.
During tlic past three and a hall decades our younger
generation, specially those of Rohingya people, have
pained wide range of experience in the matter of building
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organization, cultivating unity, reaching out to forge
alliances with the wide strata of the rest of tho people

of Burma. They have, out of their experience grown

profoundly critical  of the whole nature and structure

of the Burmese sociely.
¥_‘__'_d_..——-——'__'__-'_.-_.__‘

The special racist character of socio-economic and
po]iticnculturni exploitation of the Muslims (more so of
* the Rohingyas) of Burma by monopoly is disclosed in
the real fact that the Muslims are deprived from every
category of employment. As we the Muslims have been
ruthlessly exploited and robbed of our rightful Share in
the economy so have we been deprived of our just share
of social services, educational and cultural opportunities.
Prejudicial and racist laws, discriminatory customs and
extreme poverty due to either unemployment or under-
employed, have conspired Lo force the mass of the
Muslims die in starvaticn in most areas or, in the alter-
native, either become servitors to  DBurmese Buddhist

household or oxeept servitute under them.

The greatest indictment against the social system of
the Burmese monopolists is reavealed also in the fact that
we the Muslims have been deprived of our minimal
political rights associated with constitutional guarantee of
citizens and the basic criticism of socialist democracy and
human rights. In Arakan-nay, in the whole of the country,
even the clementary

struggle for and not yetd
right of the people in Burma.

universally won and exercised

In the whole of the country, Lower and Upper, we
the Muslims, specially the Rohingyas of Arakan, arc

right to vote is also a cause to
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deprived of our rightful political power, of fair represen-
tation in government [rom the local to the national levels.
We also are confronted on cvery hand with the ideological
assults upon our human dignity and sell-esteem by the
barbarous doctrine and practices of Buddhists prepon-
derance and supremacy, ol racist prejudice and chauvinist

arrogance.

. The Immigration Operations are in fact nothing but
simply a cover up to exlirpate Rohingyas from Arakan.

What is now being done by the government in_the name

of Immigration Operafion Speaks_a__volume of tho

arrowing _ tates 16 crue .
Rohingyas. Complaints made to high ups are dismissed
“a5 Tallucinations and shadowboxing. House to house
search, swecping_arrests, molestations _duress, barbaric
treatment, rape, dcath due to starvation, diseases, non-

supply of food stufl, poisoning ol Toods and non availa-

bility of medicine in_detention camps and jails during

operation periods and thereafter, have become regular

eatures, Where then lies the remedy against such heinous

atrocifics 7 Let the people of our country also patieatly
and independently judge as to whether the government
is justificd in conniving at and condoning the acts of
genocide and apartheid in Arakan.

So far, about 600 ancicnt Rohingyas settlements have

been completely destroyed and on the usurped lands_

outside Buddhists, with even foreign nationalities, are
being regularly settled. ‘The irony of fate is_that, in

" spite_ol identilying those immigrants of recent years as

forcigners, we the Rohingyns with such an_ethnic_origin,
are so fantastically and deliberately being branded as

et
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miniggan s, oM  Pagn s that (v path of rovolution is
no “smobth siiling. * Ours Iy n ' democratic ‘rovolution,
Weé shall §paté'no pains and fonr not nny’ dovil in marching
along the most difieult und tortdous path In’ ronching  our
destination— may it take us any number of years, for
our entire community and as well as all the peace-loving
and condciencions sister communities in ouncountry, are
wholeheartcdly with us,  We are ready to face any cven-
tualities. Eveiy policy of malacious and brutal cruelty
will ‘be résisted with vehemence, The government s well-
advised td degist from all NAKED AND NAZI-LIKE
POLICIES OF ROHINGYA EXTERMINATION. We
ar¢ now actuhlly confronting a cold-war which has o be
infmédiately stopped by the povernment lest it might
not turn'into a hot-war engulfing even our surrounl}ding
‘péighibours and~ put the Bay in {lames. We cannot be
detétréd from pointing out the starlk: reality and giving
out the 'truth that the (yrant govornment of General
Ne Win 'and hls predicessors have systematically robbed
us of our” basic rights nnd freodoms, lunds; liberty and
peace asédcinted with the prinoiplen of no-oulled Booiulist
Democracy'sald to be practisnd by hlw Rangoon  regime.

! J &
" O I | 245 vl ooy
lmimizrants from Banyiniluly
gl

In context to tho Jmmlgratinn Oporitlons wo liuvo fo

proclaim further before tho alvillzed workl (hut there rea
nuinetous fhstancos ‘of ntrocitlon Inaplied nnd engincered

by the government n Arankan, whero thero Is not a single

family tat s not suflered ul tho lmnds ol the oppres-
sori’ or Jost somo ‘one, 'The hrontliukingly phenomenal
scend at ‘the fime'of cordoning and raiding the Rohingya
quarters, ‘villagts' and settlenents by the brutal army and
policé personnél beggars description, Terrified by their

~
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tyrinnical netion thousandy of Rithbngeyn peoplo have been
abandoning their henrths and hionies intending 1o cross

over the border to Bunpludesh en  masse,

Law has become one sided allair in Arvakun. Come
what may | We have taken n blood-vow Lo still for ever
all the heinous activities against the Muslims. We Muslims

are no doubt helpless but He will help us |

How can there be any socialist democracy in (he
country unless ils peoples uro puaranteed such essential
rights as sccurity of life and property and unless all forms
ol diserimination based on  raee, nationulity, language,
religion and socinl status nro (otally nholished 1

So, il General Ne Win really claims to bo o u true
Socialist Lender nnd Ruler, we bellove, T wlll not hesi-
tate to prove himsell (o ho wo, For winn is  belter
known by his doeds than bl mare hropplope s odminis
strators have madv o mens ol (he whol ndminlstration
not only in Arakan but nlso i the whule ol the country

culminating in  chuos everywheie,

Where there had heen npgression and oppression
there was resistance. e shall also be ever ready 1o
pay any price for our salety from the tyranny at the
hands of the government and shull, by His grace, resolus
tely and unitedly vesist with our traditional spirit and
mettle, any conspiracy againsl us and our compatriots,
The foolish notion of a group of the Maghs in Arakan
who are secretly settling their co-religionists from alien
countries on Rohingy's lands and are also contemplating
to convert the Rohingyas into hewers of woods and
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carries of water will bo properly taught as to how their
compatriots nre (o bo respected,  The prestine culture
and heritage of a horofe co-cthnle ree can not be obli-
terated at others, nstentlon nmd drumentality,

We hinvo been tovolved Tn o voud covolution revolution
for immedinte wnd full vostorntlon ol all owr waurped
Democentic  Rights,  Tven alter vostoring nll oue bisic
rights and freedoms I the povernment fuils (0 plvo 08
citizens' duties thero will yet remaln o struggle for (the
future which might again stain the repion  with our
people’s blood.

80% of our population is sullering rom  hunger,
various diseases and malnutrition, more than 90% of us
are unemployed or underemployed and tens of thousands
are illiterate. Never(heless, Muslims are yel tremendously
contributing to the country’s cconomy bul in all spheres
we are constantly and  hopelessly been deprived of the
consequential benelits - thereol,  The crippled cconomy
of the country, boosgted by Forelng ulds and foans, have
been geared only to tho top licavy administration lund
defence budgots resulling inflntion and worsening crises;
and these have brought uboul Inereasing mlsery specinlly
for the Muslims of the country.

The Authorithos nt Ranpooir e Bhdly wnr.l\'lng
only on exagperated, ovulvely propurad and  extensively
fabricated reports and fuko news from Arakon, Th.c
action of General Ne Win's militury government, purti-
cularly in Arukan, have been ontlrely unjustified ond
have constituted u breach of reglonunl peace, 0 threat to

§ -

B mm Wm B

re

R e

FR N

-

v

Fs N

F " ¥ ® F R F2®

F " & 3

£ »

& B



ey T

( 19 )

the maintenance of peico nid o constitution of nggression
which calls for an immediate rodross,

General Ne Win and his multiferions and hydra-
headed aids scem (o _be exceplionnily Touph nuts to erack
but. they wmust. 1t iy impernilve that they nnd their
accessarics now nel qulckly wnd  with o [l vipour to
find the perpoteatory ol these  Hondih deeds ond  nde-
quately punish them. Every decont cltizen I the land,
and more so in Arakan, Is sick (o deuth of these nets
of terrorism which have got (o bo stopped  ag THTUMA-
NITY HAS GONE AMOK in Arnknn,

Therefore, in .context to this burbarons Naga Min
Operation, the Rohingya Patriotic Front calls [or

1. Tmmediate Abandonment of the TRICKY IMMIGRA-
TION OPERATION, in the country that are being

extensively carried on detrimental to the interest of

the Rohingya population |

2. Unconditional Ending of arbitrary arrests, illegal

——————————
‘;:onfmemenl, manhandling, humiliation, rape, tor Ime

-— At —————
killings, miscarriage ol justice, movement restriction

within  the country, nmssnnn.lnl.llmn establishment

of se(flements of lmldhlsls o Rohingya Lmda and
munnnuuun ol all forms ;
__-—-"'"—’

3. Muaiataining peaco and order by immedintely esta-
blishing Rule and Law in Arakan

4, Calllng  back forthwith the Army and olice Forces
from Mustim  nrens with alelet  directives  not (o



sister communily

()

indulge anymore inany nel of violenco against the
Rohingyas inand out ol Arakin, and also to adopt
ellective measures (o suleguard their lif'e, property,
honour and dignity ;

Unreservedly Releasing all.Rohingyas illegall clained
cither in concentration camps and juils or imprisoned

s foreigners even from belore ;

~

Judicially  Withdrnwing all pending enses in Law
Courls apainst the Rohlngyns under the tmmigration,
Citizenship and oreipners Registration Acts and

rehabilitate them suitably
- 4

May the Almighty Crenfor help s - our Just

Strugglo ngaingt oxploitation amlyrnny ;

With our message ol poud-will und best wishes to our
in Arakan and the people ol Burma

across the Arakan Yomiy

Dated —Fehruary 20, 1978

RONINGYA PATRIOTIC FRONT
ARAKAN  (BURMA).

| atrocitics by the eperation authorities
oL of the nreas to the west of

The numerous heinou

-

-,

T

are being continously carricd oul in re

the Kaladan river in respect whereof we shall acquaint the outside

world ns well hereafter.



\ from Akyab. About:5 thousunds men wig
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d Community to save the Rohingya Muslims

An appeal to the Worl
ation and annihilation

of Arakan, Burma from extermin

voud into Donglinfoshy T Ui T wouk of March ‘78 from our

o othile, roliglous ned Hngaal minoritics ol

woplo Inlo Bangladesh la not n new event,
I

A large number of DBurmose natlonls vite
neighbouring country, Burmi. The toluigoos nre thn mcnbern ol (h
" Burma known as Rohingys Muslims. Tho influx of this soetion of |
" They huve been frequently migriting to Bangldosh sinco Jipriione oceupatlon of Burma during second world
wur, It wos nceelerated by the Communal riot of 1942, Tho situntion romudnod  unehangod in post independence
dyya of Burma due to chauvinistic ;ﬁtliludo of ulmost all of the Goveraments toward (his section of people.
bune teatlmony o this wttitude. Somotimes
fug apart from regular influx of them i to Dongludosh is smull
such us the cnmpaigns of 1955, 1959-60 and 1975 clearly
is (o completely depoputute the age-old Rohingyss [rom
come, over Lo Dungludesh and "

.+ Diflorent repressive mensures tukon by tho DBurmese Clovis,

these measures aro enhanced ciusing muss oxot

ngmbers. The large scale extermination campaigns

\ Indicate that the main ‘motive of the Burmeso " Govls.
As a result, whout 4 lnkhs of Rohingyus huve wlrondy

Pukistan und Middlo Eust in seurch of sheltor.: <~ s,

_ thy sojl of Arakan.

| : Siday
. . ‘good number of them haye fravelled upto
|' ' ..‘_‘."-:‘1 ,",," '::~. :.'. % '-:_". o B
s L e 1 ; g _q,rﬂr.r At it
RORKRRER el et PR RN MR R
] i 5 ! J it B
{ (Y &
. o(Left) A victim of torture,  (RRIght) A colugoo Fondly wt Lot Cump, Toknnl
But the extermination campuign known on Noga-min® oo wperittion Dragon’ pnunched in early Febru-
ury ‘78 gur prssed ull proviou rocords,. 1L In lenrnt frorn the polupoun’ coming i the wako ol thiy Ciumnpiign thnt
ro rondoerod homelent i Wt hldong it 15 thousunds ol thom woero expelled

jukh 50 thousand Rohingyes Wo)

one
o put to concentrntion cump, Thoy ro-

L womon waro tonded v

gorted ot T b oused i the Totillzor gosdowns onthe out skirts of .

y it benlar enanp wilh unhoby motive, Desides, rape, '
D delvon out of (hete toenlitles tho imfortu-

qund of them crossed 16 miles long hilly

[ bogan to pour in Bangladesh, In the

in lo two groups

it five hundreod young women wors
sls were snid to b visiing thi
frequont during the cumpaii,
jungles of Mondhu wrea ud 50 thou

I the cartern bink ol tho viver Naul ai
Our border lorces horded  them

ported tl
Buthidong and army personi
arson, physical torture were

rate Rohingyas fook shelter in

areas with great hardship to reac

first phase about 10 thousand of them crossed (ho bordor.

* ono at Ledha nnd another al pDhamdomin of il under Teknal, Chittiupgdng,
ese camps and found that (he brutalitis - unleashed

than  these of Nazism. Many of the

organization visited th
Some ol them are said to have lost :

Some members of our
n no  wiy less bratul

on them by the Burmese govt, is i
refrgees did nbt know where abouls of the members ol their fam
“ their lives in torture, capsizing of boats whilo crossing tho river and out ol futiguo of long journey. Not to
speak of the members of the public, we s pven the B, on duty shed tears hearing their sud plights though
thoy had to push them back hcy?nd (ho border to meet unknown fute brandishing sticks and somlclimcs landing

ilics.
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thera on the persons of these hungry and weary destitutos undor order from ‘nbove’, Despite our vigilance along
. border the influx of yefugees could not be stopped as, on the other hand, the Burmeso authority put up similar
mensures to keep them away from (heir homes. ‘Tho rolrgees upprohonded  that they would either bo killed or

put to Juil us they had glu'cauly been declared non-citizen ol Burma,

‘ About five thousand refugees huvo nlromdy ” ;1 " "

: h 4 e N s o
“mingled with our population und phout 40 thou- ‘W{M'm ﬂ'. Wig‘l' Y.i!,’!ﬂ,f;\“ﬁ";‘ff-\;:t
sands are staying on tho othor sido ol the rivor, Wl "*,a*.} i*él'ﬁa mzfs?:\ oS ‘#"'5;?""" o

A D U e

reported the refugees. -

The world “is complotely in durk wbout
what happened in Burma. The oxtvemination  po-
ligy of Burma against 15 lukhs of Rohlngyn posos
ug o great problom for us also. wo, al Cox's T,
have formed a forum named” Commlties (n i
of Ethnic and Religious minorities  (ltohingyn
Muslims) of Burma to bring this problem to (he

i
ot ]
R it

dh IO,

g R

e
%

.;ﬁ;},m;_;.z.,

notice of world Community o that the Rohligyn
Muslims can regain their full right of Cltlzenuhip ..'“(-}_-."5'
through interference, pressure’ porsuasln and with j
help of tho appropriato agencics, - - y 5 :
Cax's.nm:m-' it ot A group ol'upruotgd Ru‘hingya Muslims Crossing
iho border to flid a Shelter in Bangladesh,

and  Chiltngong  have

Bazarsamity of Dacea
Govt, to preva

adopted sepatate resolutions urging our
and security of the ‘Rohingya Muslims.

that the béoplo of Dangluadesh who ha

- opplesslons belng 1

| minorities of Burma as we
Unless thig problom is solve

d social lifo of Cox’s Bazar may Bangladesh.

il upen the Government of Burma to ensure peace

Wo firmly believe, ve'nlways Jent their suppott to the pppiessed peo-
ple of the world wlll not keep silent at tho
* The Rohingya Muslims like other nationa

" ‘demand all previleges and rights to livo in their home lind,
will assume alarming proportion and upset the cconomic an

11 s those of other countries cun gonuinely:

: ' . Commltteo In nld of Burmeso Rubingyn
Muslimg (Refugee), Cox's Bazar

woted out'to tho Rohingyas by the Burmeso Govt.

d this sort of influx .
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Extract of the proce ing of tha emargnnt meating of Cox's Bazar Bar
Asmociatdon held on | 3/4/1978. —_— ==
o R e &t

P I I I B Y [ A
ga number of Burmere natlio-

n that a lnr
d into

{t1an) have recently infiltrate
ant points of Banglade sh-
vd back to Burma

Wwe observe with deep oonoer
nale (Ethnic and religious minor
the territory of Bangladesh throuph differ
Burma border. A great number of Lhem have been puohe
by our Government and the re st h our populace avold-

ing vigilance of the border forcef.
home 1land are sald to be

The caupes of their exodua from thelr
B L e ‘
eted out to them. Stories of

different kinds of repressive measures m
rape, &Y 80N, Tooting and murder are pouring 1In. Tt appears that those
d back will meet unknown fate. It is further known

1e are staying along the bordering
qovt, from golng back to their home

ineously comlng to Bangladesh in

have mingled wit

who have been pushe
that about 50,000 uprooted peop
area being barred by the Burmene
and hearth and they will be cont

mall number 1f not in large numbers.
thnt cuoh exodus of Burmese nationala

to time, In 1975 there was & large
r peopla to Nangladesh and it is

will ooour in future too,
——

Tt may be mentioned here
place fxom tlme

have been taking
scale influx of the name ppoblon o

“apprehended that this mort of mitumtilon,

in more aggrievated form.,

———

gich kind of influx of forelgn population will upset the economic
and social 1life of our area. We note with alarm that peace, tranqui-
‘1ity and the time 0ld communnl harmoney of the bordering area will
be affected. Further, it may create a rift {n the friend relation-

ship enjoyed by'Bangladcah and Burma.

bove facts, we urge upon the Govt. t
rmanent solution to ethic

. In view of the a o take up the
matter with the Govt.
minorities of Burma can live 1
and full right of citixenship an
{sturbed in thie way.in future.
£ this resolution be sent to the Govt, of
the Peoplea’ Republic of Bangladewsh, l'ress and the Convenor, Commtfec
in aid of oppre sahd athnie minoritien (Muplim) of Burma, Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh. 91/~

: J.Chakrabortd,

president,

Qox'm Bawnr Dar Association,
Jox'e Bazar.

of Burma and find a pe
n their homeland with honour, prestige

d that the bordering area of the cou-

ntries 1s not d

Resolved that the copy ©



B3 &3

T

k3 l_‘m.v-l__LI [ S |
=Fs

B i

S s

B S s e s

|

oS S a b

L

-

GENOClDb IN BURMA

AGAINST

THE MUSLIMS OF ARAKAN

ROHINGYA PATRIOTIC FRONT
ARAKAN (Burma)



by the racist
descendents of the Mu

themselves at

2l

~ GENOCIDE IN BURMA
 AGAINST o
THE MUSLIMS OF ARAKAN . .

o L A

fiat o o . ’
L il i 1t . s ) " i R
A sl Y i (T

m'monycrxom ' s
A R ! i :'.l‘.“ el T g e o ul OB [
Muslims of Amkan in Burma known as Rohlngyas have long been exterminated’
the natlonallst Magh Buddhists, Rohinyas are the:

Moguls and Banglis. The Arab traders
in the 7th century A.D. The ethnie
origin of Rohingyas is traced as fac bac centuey  AD., thas Is,.
long long before many of the other minority indigenous races (suchas Shang, Clﬁns,,Ka’thns,
Katens, Mons ete.) enteyed Buema, . ¢y gl

The
Burmese Government and
slim Arabsy Moors, Perslans,
Islam in Arakan

rlved and introduced
k as the later patt of 7th

and repressed bayohd nll‘dcacdptlonl‘, flagean=-
e Unlvc:agl'Declaratl_on qf Human

‘Having been Inhumanly oppressed
collaboration with anti

rms of International law and th
; Burmzase Gnvcfnmenf, in
¢ indigenous Rohingyas oi'. e region have even-
tually peen forced to appeal and peseech to the world communlti; to ’SAFE' THE‘ RQH-
INGYA MUSLIMS‘ OF‘ A'RAKAN |IN BURMA FRQM EXIER AM(NA'I’IO?{_!\N[‘) A_mr-u-l
HILATI_ON l'mm ourjtlghtt.'ul lhnilacrianq where we have blccn g:sla_l‘abliphf.q' \\fﬁil ;._‘.’"’ef. a.
thousand years. We further appeal before Wortld Bodies to tale immediate steps for the.
£ oot FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS AS
BURMA.

tly contraty to all no
Rights, by the Ruling Junta of the

Muslim elements of ' Arakan, we 1l th

rcstora:tldn
BONAFIDE CITIZENS or
the world can nevet 'forpget

on earth,
not

1 Burmi and the Japaneis dld
chlsh, plun-

Rohingya Muslim lives

As long as a single
acuated fron

e British Govyernment ev
obtainzd form tha B

that in 1942, when th
in Arakan. 'Thousands of

the Mgh Buddhists equipped with
4 massaceed neacly 1

ovcapy yets fice Arms
100,000 Muslins

dered the Muslim yillages an
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men, women and children were burnt alive by locking them wp in pamboo houscs, and
00,000 Muslims from hundreds of villages, This was beginning of
cide against the Muslims in Arakan, The extermination cam-
It that thousands of Rohingyas migrated to Bangla-
Middle liast countrics.

depopulated more than 5
- the present day on-going geno
paign are continuing unakated with the resu

desh, Indl,  Palkdstan, Siudl Agubin, Kuwait and othet

THE NAGAMIN OPERATION :

A true account of the day by day development of the on-going genocide agalnst the

Rohingya Muslims of Arakan, Busma under the brutal dictatorship of General Ne Win and

the chauvinist Magh Buddhists is deseribed in the following pages.

The causes of the genocide are briefly explained in the appendix on page 8.

The on-golng extermination operation of a very sevete nature known as the NAGA-

\ Asakan in order to annihilate the remaining
on_sincg

MIN (Dragon Operation) has been launched i
Muslim population of the region, This merciless atrocious operation has_been goln

JHebruary—rori-uader special supervision of Depuly Home Minister U Khin I\fﬂ\[l;g 19 digected
by the Facist Government of General Ne Win, 5 e R P
—

ok 1Ay |

On the day of Feh, 6, 1978 a number of 250 well aried Tmmigiation officl rrived
b from Rangoon, They stacted the Dragon Operation at Ak ab Town and its su 24

4

bap_area_on the 11th Jeb., 78 with the active —ollakoration of n large numbt of heavil
_armed._forces from Burma Army, Burma Navy and Police department topether_with the
i . [ : =S ——
members from clvil administration department and the Magh members of the Burmese Soclalist
fogramme Party (BSPP). During the course of raid they lcncirclm_l‘_ and blocked the l?.‘luslim
Quarters and villages at dawn (the prayer tine for Musllms) and

I '

ches. They started  harrassing and arresting lots of llnno'cént Rohingyas under the false and

: " that they are illegal immigrants frf)m ll:mglnfllc?h. SBMQ
children and pregnant women) were arrested . They \\'ft‘?
to the concentration camps.

jmnde house to house sents,

wanton allegation

ingyas (men, women, oldmen,
kicked, beaten and persccuted. Finally, they were taken awny
tion camps are considered worge than solitary conlfi
necessities of life. No relative and

The condition of these concentra nement,
None' of them are supplicd adequate food and other
P é st 3 . ll ¢ H b X e 0
friends are allowed to 'visit them. Many of them are dying of hunger, malnutrition and lack
IR Tt B R U = SRR e KOt

; ¢ i '
of medical care, , P
Il L] h . L L

On 17th Feb., 78 about 4co women herded like animals in the army trucks were

camps and the Akyab Central - Jall. ‘The beastly

cere g0 rough and metciless In trcntlng with

ked and turned

taken ta and fro between concentration

Immigration officials and the police constables w
the women folk that thousands of Rohingyas of the areas naturally got provo

@
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out for a demonstration calling for the immediate release of the innocent Rohingyas and
stoppage of the Dragon Operation,  But the polic and army opened indiscriminate gun firing
p w2

at the demonstrators killing 4 of the peaceful demonstrators and injuring others seriously.

Subsequently, the police and the army arrested many Muslim promifent persons and  the

students on the suspicion of being the instigators of the demonstration, Some of them were
killed dve to brutal beating. Among those who were arrested is a very famops Muslim
preacher namely Maulana AlLdul Monaf of Kawardail (Ambari villrge tiacts), .Ma}‘nli:. Ile wes

van toetured hummnly, Tle wag Beaten by gun

acrented ar midnight from his Dome ahd v
it of which ha sucewmbed to dontly due

butts, his beard were plucked and burned ns o res

to his injuries on Teb. 27.
I

Vs, T

On 18th Yeb, 78 the mobile court had imprisoned over two thousand Rohlnpyas in

: National Registration Act 13 (1); and ‘Poreigners

jails under so-called Tmmigration Act 6 (2)
4 L. %
There are many, Instances

Act 5 (1), ‘They are still in the concentration camps.

ered to be the citizens of Burma, but their children are ¢

ple common sense. This i the way how laws of
| gl . i

Registration
where parents  are consid ondemned
to be aliens. Something so puzzling to sim

the Jungles are practised In Burma today,
Vg e i et v e b4 X ' ) . ] fhew e

Vi ™ . abapy deed

" "

T '
) e i

was held in the Arakan State tall, Akyab where Western
aned Chalrman of the Arnkan State Major Kyaw Maungs
‘They openly threatened the Rnhiii;;yna that
tence, If any, llohlngyﬂ is found

On 20th Feb., 78 a meeting

Command Commander Col. Min Gaung,

(Magh) had delivered speches on the operation,
s action, if necessaty will pass death sen

they will take seriou
Jf the Dragon Operntion.

to be standing against the interest ¢
that most ol the womea (approximately 500)
tion camps were very harshl Iplessly beaten and were subjected

others and sisters (90% Of them)

g to report that modesty of our m
Tthe Burma militarymen.
______——-—'—'_'-

immigaration personnel, anc

news was obtained

On 218t Feb,, 78
y interrogated, he

in the concenttd
1t is heart breakin

ed by the chauvinist policemen,

to mpc.

were rap

“iven_some_of the
still missing. 8

the women and men including

young

ut of point to mention here that
ivlng nny facility of bath, washing, latrine,

authorities are poisoning

It should not be o
game toom without g
It js also known that the

the food deliverately to the pr Upto the end of February

neagly—re—Rahingyas died of starvation, rape, torturc, murder ete. The authorities even did
ot allow dead bodi Le taken away by their reTatives Jor burial, One can Immagine

the Nazi-like artocities ate Deing committed Lo our R()hingyn’pcupic in the concentrat ion camps.

Uheir children ae kept Jn the

drinking and sleeping since their arrest,
jconers in the concentration s,

olrls were tuken away from lhcw "They are
Al Dy it

IT :
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Qo st Mareh, 8.0 group ol operation puty went to Mychon trywnship of _ Kyauk-
swu distyict and arrested over 500 Rohingyats. Aol them were thrown into tejails wl-l'hu.mi

-

any lepal procedure.

~

On 3td March, 78 the Dragon Operation team went to - Kyauktaw towaship and
1

o . g 5 s . [ ‘__.__-’-———._‘
arrested about 209 Rohingyas. Mot of the Rahingyis of the area deserted theiv heaeth and
o o) - o! v
home in fear of rape and hzinous atvoeitics committed by both the, government oficirls as
o 3 ; s

well as the ol NMaghe

On sth March, 78 an advance group of Burma Army under the command of Major-
aw area as an auxiliary force for lelping

B

Sein Min was posted to Buthidaung and M

Jhe Dragon Operation. ‘Fhis group of army directed A terror. of rapes, murders, and lootings
; N i \_________._..—-——-—'_-—-——-—-
upon the Rohingyas in the Buthidanag acew

and wives of mty prominent Rohingyas of Buthidaung
s b .
There weee also many such  Instances and

On gth March, 78 daughte

township were bratally raped by the armymen.

evidences of inhuman crimes committed to lesser known people.

I
drwung yillages,

and D
girls and looted the

(h March, 78.the Burmese Army enteced Tharatkam i

a couple oft miles away from Buthidaung town, and raped mny young

villegers.
g £
ed at Buthidqung from Aleyab.
som: of senlgr officers such s

wma Naval pun-boats arely

On xsth March, 78 4
—_— 3
‘Ihese fran-hoats brought 209 Immlgeation oflizils including
Paw Zan, Peoples’ Judge Aung Sein

Major Sein Min, Captain S Seln, Tmmigeation offizer
Tun and Tnspection oflicer Kyaw Tha Nu. \J

»in the morning, the immigration personncl

305 Rohingyds inzluding somz Go
f retired sub-inspectot

On t6th March, 78 at Buthidang early
wuiry and arrested more than
1 schioo! students. The daughter o
Abdus Samad, the daughter of A Basher

e Burmy Avmy, Immigra-

started house to house it

young girls; some of them were higl

of police Abdur R
(school teacher) arc among those who

Land local Maghs. Judges of the mahile courts_compo!
local authorities had sentenced

ahim, the daughter and sister of

were molested inhumanly by l
ed of immigration officials,.

tion personne
Socialist Programme Party members (Jocal
imprisonment on false
od them to mpe and other

Mahs) and other
more than 3o young girls to allepations that they are aliens. They ,

ollices all night and victini crucliivs.

Lipt (hem in their

X
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Victims of Massacre and Extermination

ln fear of yictimization

Oh | Allab save us |

o)
A gv:u.
AT S
b it

Where T ot

(rad Lniws their late
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ed Rohingya girls were transported from

that one young glrl

On 17th March, 78 about 100 imprison
lay it was reported
£ the Akyab Cental

Buthidaung to the Maungdaw jail. On the same ¢

raped by about 20 jail policemen ©

Rabla (18 yeats old) was inhumanly
Jail and dled nfter some hours later.

&
Cyauktas, Akyab, Rathedaung, -

\ .
173 thousands of Iohingyds from I
i reached |

On 18th March
g etc, continued to run away to gnfer_pInces M
Peanpru (Minglgrl), Tlathnara (Bnmlmyhruu)

Kwardall (Oylganbrun),
peek refuge Iq'BnuglndU:h.

Mycbon, Buthidaun
Manngnama, Wabngr,

etc, ete, v aungdaw on thelr way 0

Buthidaung, who escaped

9 Western Quarters.
nilitary

Match, 78 O women of No.
Army. They were taken to the 1

r of rape were discovered by the
aped.

On 19th

into hiding in fea

¢amp where they were dishonoured and

ed wife of ‘Samiuddin, daughter of Abdul Aziz,

,
refugee familics who were

‘On that day the Burma Army 11y
They also looted 17

and killed her at the Nakyindauk Pass.
crossing the Mayu Mountaln ranges.

went to A famous villnge ealled

iminal atrocities and a_clnsh,_was
\nocent Rohlngys
)

e Dragon Operatlon team
launched their cr
d the villagers, A 0 repult 3 11

On aoth Mutnh', 78 .t

Nyoungehaung, south of Buthidaung and

taken place between the operation party #t

were shot to death,

oung gix! nlong the Maung-

p with his y
y his daughtes

¢ day an oldman who wag flecing
and they carcled awi

sy 7 loeal Maghs,
and Iilled by them.

on the sam

daw Buthidaung rond was attacked |

forcibly, . The young girl was yaped

ent to Ngwediung

ration team W
\e villagers went to the h

So, most of tl
e Burma Army followed an
he Buthidaung jails -

On aret Muecly, 78 the ope
d the villagers.
ln ranges but tl
sly and detained them int

they looted and tortute
he Mayu mountd
ere tortured barbarou

w‘[_ﬁn N

'[he nationalist Maphs were in full partnership in looting the Rol

and ather live Stock.

cross over
them. They W

for rice, paddy,
On 24th March, 78 o meeting was held at the Maungdaw

Maungdaw Party Unit General Secretary Kyaw Aye présided over the meeting.
warned the people of the area not to help those Rohlngyas who ran W&y from their villa

sl

(Moldnung) village whero
i1l slde to

d captured $0 of

£o us

dnpya villages gpecially
4_-___———'_‘_‘

Cinema Hall whese the
fle strongly
ges.
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On 2sth March, 78 Cn[;taiti Zaw Win (Magh), from the Pakita Bazar (Thamantha)

o 1 iy
amp, arrested many renowned Muslim religious preacheres in Maungdaw

1. Maulana Noman Sfo Maulann Motiur Rahman (33 yeurs old) Tatlmuen village
i 2 L}
2. Maulana Mubarak Sjo Darbesh Ali (33 yenrs old), Hatimaea village, ;

3. Maulana Zafar Sjo Darbesh All (3o years old), Hatimara village,

4. Ameer Dil Mqhnmmcd Sfo Sawkit (34 years old), Hatimara village,

et tortured all the Maulanas very inhumanly on allegation that

This bcastly rmy offic
ho came over from Buthidaung slde.

they have heen giving food and suelter to the refugees W

Oa the same allegation the ex-headman® Sultan Ahmed of Dudan - village and Haji

Sultan of Fokirapara (Krarubran) were alco arrested and beaten mercilessly, Later they were

taken to the Maungdow Juil.

By 26th March, 48 the followis,
TG Army or by the Magh natlonallsts.

.tlnges of Buthidaung town were wholly or partly

purat down by the Dt
/”l" |

Gonibarpara, Nakindauk, Aung - Hlw

Zadibrung, Kadirpara,
apa Kanbran, Monirbil

Dabinsara (Dawinsara),
Kyinokthi (Kinisi), [okkapara, Kagy

Bran (Morissabil), Ngaranchaung,

and g0 on.

arrested by the Burma Army and
VA

unded by “barbed wires), Maungdaw,

5 the Army camp for
‘__,..______—--——/

On 27th March, 78 hundreds of refugees were

Mi ation_cam

were detained in the_4th
, the concentration camp

g pivls were forcibly hauled away fron

unholy purposes. Three of the glels are still misslng.

\d as well as Replonal Pacty Chairm
hed Buthidaung from  Akyab and held
vening the Colonel,

On 29th Mnrch 78 the Western Commar

Min (:oun accompanied by oot 13 high officials_yes
a closed door meeting in the party Unit Office, Buthidatng. In the ¢

Maungdaw.

and the team proceeded to

Min Gaung and his Company left
agon Operatlon  team 1o be
wards M.ungdaw area;

On joth March, 78 In the carly morning Col.

wiship and Instructed the Dr

for Alaythangyaw ([Taisurata) sub-to
due to masé exodus of Rohingyas to

on alert as the situation was grave
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SUMMARY

were rendered home-

peration nearly 2,00,000 Tohingyas
driven out of their

cte, Being
pes of Maungdaw area such as
(Ywa "Thit)

In the wake of this Dragon O
Rathidaung, Kynulclnw, Aleyab, Mycbon,
te Rohingyas took shelter in the villa
bil (Kyauklayga), Nayapard
Maunganama ctc. ete.

less In Buthldaung,
homes, these unfortuna
pranpru (Minglngri); Darugatzaga (Thaychaung) Dorgiar
Balukhali, Zambonia, Wabeg, Dowrabil, Kawatbil (Gyiganbran) and

Buthidaung township such as Kwasoon, Sangodan,

Maunggritnung, Nakyindauk, Mig-
Mangnama,  Palldaung,

Phokaungehaung, Kizarbil,

More than 32__\_11@2_&
Pran Hla Waragyunt, Alaychaung, Kagyapa, Maraungana,
younggong-swe, Anchaung, ‘Thanganat, Khransama,  Sclnyanwac,

Tatminchaung, Nantagoon, Ngaranchaung, Letwaydat, Scinyanbran,
Ngwedaung, Chowaprung, San' Oo brung, and Buthidaung cte. axe either totally or pactially,

depopulated.

crossed  the  Nall iver to seck shelter In

About 1§ thousands helpless people
ere being forced back Into the - river

m o refugees W

Bangladesli. Unfortunatcly these Robingy
with strong warning not to land on the soil of Bangladesh, Now these homeless Rohingya
but to hide here and these In the bushes and jungles

o _go
beastly Immigr
Lomes in the villages.

refugees have nowhere t
1 Avmy officials who are keeping

of Arkan or face the
v to theur

ation and Burn
It is utmost necessary to find an

them away to returt
save the lives o ho are passing their miserable life

d shelter, and security

f these human beings W

urgent solution to
for their life,

without propes food an

The extent of the suffering of out pcoplc, the Rohingya Muslims, in Burma at the

teral Ne Win Is beyond expression, If the taclal discriminative
yas 1n Aralan are not .lmmedlately

knows where destiny will
ld Muslim! settlements in
Ighly accelerated

hands of Faclst Dictator Get
olng genoc
d at this high time, thet
lend us in future. The heinous acts of depopulating centurises-o

e belng h

Arakan by both covert and Gvert policy 0
y now, : st the World BoWa ta
ton into the matter ol the on-golng genoclde ngainst the

pake an impartial investiga
T Arakan in Burma, E

ide against the Rohing

policy and the on-g
1 only Heaven

and effectively arreste

[ Purmese Government ar

Rohlngyan and linmedlately balt ihelr extermination from




APPENDIX

Arakan is a state of the Sochalist Republic of the Union of Burma situated at "the

North-west coastal region of Burm.

¢ indigenous taces such as Rohingyas, Maghs,
raced in Arakan are Tloiﬁngyﬂs
¢ the cult of Buddhism.~ ‘The

gpe ol the over all “populition

The state of Arakan is inhabited with th

Chakmas, Mrus, Khomis, Saacks, Chins cte. The two major

who practise the religion of Islam and the Maghs who proles

other races are hill tribes and constitutes 2 very small pereenta

u-f Arakan,

CAUSES OF GENOCIDE _ FlErt
AGAINST : :
THE MUSLIMS IN ARAKAN (BURMA) NEeE
1. RACISM : : ks |
acist government of Burma under Geneeal | Ne

al prejudices, the €
wlse propaganda aguinst the Rohingyas (Mus1im)

Win is conductin
¢ and alicns without cver paising  this question

of Arakan branding them s illegal fmmigrant
ling to the principles ol International Jaw Consequently,. the

hefore any government Accort
Jp of the Burmese Arm ther Goveris
rive away the Rohinpyas

L
I .

. “Totally based on racl
poa highly mischievous and |

pether with the he
Atrocious Ivassacere Lo d
Palestine, *l‘hi.r.‘prcmeditatcd

pclling the

Nationalists Buddhists) to
authoritics have long been cotn
therland, just the way the je
o make Ankan vastly

80% ol the ]‘lupu]:tlinn in 1

: Magh
litting

T did to the Arabs in
Tph majority state by, e¥
wrthern portion of Atakan, Yot
the Maghs have massacred  thousands of Muslims and
ands and properties of Rohingyas,
tlements and  villages.

Z ment

from their_mo

and malacious plan is devisc

Rohingyas who constituge neacl

terialising this barbarous scheme,
yillages, They confiscated 1

Nationalist Buddhists for new sct

ma

burnt down hundreds of Muslim

and disteibuted them to the Magh

-

3

d 1
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Victims of Massacre and Extermination
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Victims of Massacre and Extermination

lprovised dheds of relugees

An aped wonuin vefupde v

Pang laclesh

wer being rushed towards

Wounded brotl

veeping in distress
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- 0 be a teue Burmese i8 to be a Buddhiat

" Arakan by the British in 1824).

36

9, RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY 3

inantly a Buddhist country and the government is also sun by the
slogan In Burma among the nationallst Buddhists is
" On this factunl evidences of rellgiovs bigo-

- Burma is predom

Buddhists, The present day popular

¢ of Buddhists) are fully collaborating with the Magh

f Rohingyas and their expulsion from their home-
look down or frown

try, the Burmese Army (mostly consis
Natlonalists in the genocldal extermination o
l‘;u?.d in Arakan. The devillsh dream of these Nazi-like facist people is to
upon’ all other religions. Islam is the main target of this bigotry in Arakan. The principal

objective is to assimilate Muslims into Buddhism and exterminate all those who adhere to

Islam ardently.

3. HISTORICAL ANIMOSITY :

‘ ‘l'l'l.lc ."lfy{n}grh Hn‘tionnllstsl have been culturlng extreme hatred m\d'nnimmlly‘to.\‘vnrcl
Rohlngya--due to Muslim domlnatlon of Arakan for centurics. I'or example, It uied to ba o
mon practice to lssue colns and medal bearlng Kallmah of Tslam (that ls, confesslon of
‘e offichl language of the kings of Arakan used to
at 18, 12 years further beyond “the conguest of

kings of “Arakan were Muslims. Some, of
cient Pall titles

com
falth In Tslum) ustng Arable Alphabet..
anguage until the yeas 1836 (1l
Many of the
uled Arakan are as follows along with their an

e the pcrsinn |

the names of the kings who t
adopted for the appeasement of their Buddhist subjectss

o Sulaiman Shah (Narameikhla) ruled Arakan from 1404434 AD.

o Ali Khan (Min Kari) ruled Arakan [rom 143459 Ad

6 Kalimah Shah (Basawpyuw) culed Arakan from 145y-82 AD.
" T '

1" 124

o Ilusain Shah (Minklamong) ruled Arakan from 1652-22 A,

4, SECESSION OF ARAKAN FROM BURMA :

Brmese Army

he Maghs have always dreamed and prosfessed openly to fight against
atale_countty

e rest,of Burma. Arakan was always 4 8
4o years, The Magha feel extex-

ly majorlty race

In order to secede Arakan from th
Burmese except for a period of
hs could become the on
chieve their cherished

‘and was never ruled by the
ya is necessary SO that the Mag

mination of Rohing
a better pnsilrion to a

iereby they would be in

in whole Arakan, and tl
st of Burma, and become a separate inde

dream of seceding Arakan from the r¢ pendent country,
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5. TERRITORIAL CLAIM OF MAGHS ON BANGLADESH ;

The Maghs claim that the southern pact of Ban l i .

gong [1ill Tracts i twu Arakan on the basis of ancient kingdom of

Arakan, The Magh natigndlists as well as the communists In Arakan have vowed to attaln

this tereltolal expansion from Bangladesh. ot achleving this ambitlous tertltorll expension,

the Maghs agaln feel extermination of Rohingya is extrcmcly'importhnt‘ because the Rohing-
danger and an obstacle in the accomplishment of thelt expan-

yas appear to them as a real
lingyas will take side with  their Muslim brethren

sionist poal, The Maghs beli
ngninér the establishment of a geeater Arakan for the Maghs,

ROHINGYA PATRIOTIC FRONT.

Dated i-= 1xth Apell, 1978 k
' ‘ ‘ ARAKAN (BURMA)
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| Trouble
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in Arakan

ALARMING reports about and: property of o mino- :‘
the, ‘pathetic plight rity. A sense of Insecuflty
ot poor people Il Arakan wnong o .. -slzablo . Beg-

Province of Burnilh —
overwhelming majorlty

an ment of “the popula-
of tlon belonging to a parti-

whom happen to be Mus- cular falth and reglon 1s
Jims — have evoked uh- obvlously. not {n the In-
derstandablé-concern and terest. of the - Burmese

tistress.. Several appe
have been addressed

als Government. The extrem-
to Ist Insurgonts and separu-

individual leaders, institu- tists who are out to wlden
tons and world organisa- their. neb and - broaten

tlons apaingt  what

1§ their base would let no

termed as un “extermina- opportunity go by to en-
tlon” campalgn partleu- llst dlssident ©  groups
larly In Akyab where wherever they could  bo
many killlngs were, re- fount, “Any pousibility of
orted. Those approached two {ronts on the easterh

neluded the _United Na

- a3 well as western flanks

tlons Eecrétary-General, of Burma, howevir, re-

th

0 1an Rights moto at  presont, yhould
sommlisalon, the UN Mino- be coyored by olhninating

" Htleg Commitbes_nnd bho factors of dlssonsion,
Tslamie nbnriit, 1t hus  The prolongation of wh
Seh Ruggestod that  the intetnal confllet o the

Islamic Conference ghoult! border urens of Burmu

take up the matter.

al would naturally boe dls-

various levels and forums quleting for its Imme-
ncluding the Burmese dlata nelghbours, Bub

Government,  Whil»

an proximity  apart, tho

clement of exaggeration peeullar "complexlon™ and

in the reports muy not

be magnitude of the Lrouble

ruled out, Rangoon’s _ra-_in Arakan attracts utlen-

, tleonen In the matter
entirely Inscrutable.
persistent reports of p
gecuted  Arakanedo M
lmg belng Imxhed out
thelr hearl
have acceiituatod the g
vity of the situntlon,

{g tlon oven In dlstant lnnds.
Although 1t wiil sl he
or- premature to brackel the
us- exlsting  state of alfplry
ol there with the happenings

18 ond homes Ip Bouthern Philippines,

ra- comtinued faihnre to bring
In things under - conlrol

sheer +udperation they could pose & pargllel pid-
cross over to nelghbouring blem, nformal approaches

areas und travel as far
Into. Paklistan for prot
tlon, The CGovernmeilb

as aud disercet  diplomntle
pc- persupsion by frieully
of countrles may produce n

Burma will be well adyls- salutary effect on the
& to look Into tho problem altuntion, Meanwhily tho
serfously nnu gympathe- fate R future ol tend of
tleally,  Apart from the thousahds uprogted fiomn
ethnle nhgle, whose exls- thelr setblod nbodey sholild
tence should bo a mabter be looked nb by tho world

of concern to the Burm

eso froni 6 humanltixlan on-

Government, there nilght gle. The Muslhih world,

be an ¢conomle dimens

fon partlcularly its richer

to the Issue, Economle states, . must come Lo the

distress and unempl
ment In the country nl
have driven lrrespons

oy- nsslgtance of thelr girlek-
ght en brethren at thils timo,
iblo Thelt comblined welght

sections of the population and elforts to allevlate the
in one of the-most back- angulsh of the allected

ward\geeds of Burma
predatory attacks on

to people will of course go i
the lonp way in  providing

Muslim minorlty. But in badly needed succour, In

the final analysls 1t i

s n thlg contnxt and towords

question of malntalning thit ob ‘o the Dakar
Jaw and ofthi as well as ¢ ould  conri-
_protecting Lg lite, honour Lally.

DAWN

gy Bprll 23, 1973
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Suffermg Refugees B

Reports that have appeared in
the Press in - the  lnst fow days
about the Influx of u large number
of Burmese natlonals into Bangla-
‘desh are truly- dlsquieting. The

number of persons who have so.

far taken refuge - In Bangladesh

" {s eatimated to, ‘be around thirty

thotisand . and  some ot cheso
refugees ' are reportud to have
sald that ‘snothor forty ta fifty
thousand Burmese Muslima are
likely to enter Bangladosh. Most
of these .relugees are -either

childyen or old men and women. -
A numher of them have died, 1t

{s sald, from "bullet injurles.

Those who have wmet these re. ‘

fugees descrlba thelr ccmdltion ag
pittable.

attentlon purely on humunitarlnn

grounds.  This movement of .

" Bangladesh - thus ﬂnds ltsel[ .
dragged to a- sitUatlon which de- -
mands and ‘merits,’ fmmediate -

the retugeas “from, ~ nerosy

the ' border’ 1n a large number
started  In March last, Attempts
‘were reportedly made to stop thig
‘mlgration by not * allowlng theso

rafugoos ‘to enter. "But such
nttempts. malted away soon .in
consideration of ‘the Suffermg of
these poor peopla who claimed
that they had been drlven out of
thetr homeland “and “had  been
subjected to varlous kinds of
torture. It Is impossible to 1gnore
such conditlons and to shut eyes

on these helpless people. 1f Bang-.

ladesh has declded not to forcibly
resist the entry of such people, it
has. been compelled to.dp so for
reasons of service to humanity, It
fs certainly not an easy job fo

“tackle such a large humber - of

refugoes. No country would prob:
ably like to do so it 1t 1s within

her powers to rwoid 1t Certalnly
not Bangladesh, = which, hﬁlng B -
developing countxy\ ftrell” with
imited yespurces, hag many' freas

_of priority to take core of, But

Bangladesh. is loft with no_other -

“option hut' to allow these’ pPDplB
* to temporaxily enter her terrltory
" Human considerations must rel

gupreme, and wo bolleve we hae - '.

__ronchod, In spilo ot puyp poverty

““and othér [Imitatlons, & polnb Py
clvilization whera we cannot por-
mit our basle values to ba distortf
ed. In short, we cannot he obllvi
ous of our ms;)onsibilities tqwar;is
the suffering humnnity No qne. B
we helleve, should : ) '

_Bangladesh had sent s s;mclal

' 'l(’“VOY to Rangoon to dlseuss thig .
. prohlem. ; The Burmese | Foreign ;‘ .;'

Minister wag also hera p fow days

back, and we #re sure, -that. tha
Bangladesh polnt of vlew on this J
" eruclal  {ssue  was pwsunted to - - v

him during his visit. It was. only,’. .-
natural to hope- that the situation i
would Improvp after this exchango
of visits. It hps not. Unfo:tunﬂtaly
In fact, -tho roports that have
nppcurod in the press go to - show |,
that it has further deterlomted
In spita of this wp In Bangladesh |
slncerely hope,"; that pdequatn

" mensurey ' would immediate}y o
‘taken "to bring ‘{his large” ﬁcnlo ‘
‘migration to an ‘end. Thig must

happen lmmodiately Those who

have already tuken sheller In

Bangladesh would, we hope, be

“able to return to thcir homgland

rabher sooner than lator, Wi also :
hope that ho further refugess will

_enter Bangladesh, nnd, even .if. -

they do, they would " be ablo-to
return to Burma in no tlme alopgy
with others, We sincerely hopo
and belleve that the Burmeso



0

- authoritles will cqoperate  with

- Bangladesh Government In work-

-+ followed a forelgn polley tie prin-

“ home.

ing out an arrangement that will
effectively take care of this pro-

“blem, - end the suffering of ‘these

~ people and ensue thelr safe return

[ 1
ol

“ Bangladesh "has all  nlong

- .olpél element of| which s friend-

" THE BANGLADESI OBSERVER
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ship with gll countrles, y
, especially °
with the nelghbours, A firm be}t’-

llever In the equal soverelgnty of

- the nations ns she is, Bangladesh . -

has unshakable falsh in the prin-
ciple of non-nterference in the
Internal affairs of a country. How-
aver, tho sufforing of the refugees
must be the principal consideras
tion In - all efforty  to ‘settle - thq

problem as quickly ag ﬁossilﬂe.""’;‘“ £
5 o ..I.‘-‘:"‘_,,J [R5 Ve

Ny
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Victima of the ﬁb‘a@on 'ﬁi.ﬁgr;.di)efhtion
Refugee fullux a

jssue : Konuody

Benator Edward M. Kennedy L
ot the Unitgd States hus snid

- Nutions inltlative and. to work
dlrectly!s dn
Senntor Kennedy mferved to

th appeal ‘made by - the UN,

Commis ioner for Befu-'

-Bm‘_lﬁuﬂ ; (hplu“la!lc lult.lgsl‘ (UNHCR) for a 156 mil -

lion dellar emernency  velle
supplics o1 th Burmesg refu-
wees. He snld that while on B
mission to Geneva recenlly,
he had oceaslon lo -mect the

{low of UNHCR, Mr Poul Harlling and

it the continued
. fens of thousands of refugees  also Bangladesh Ambassador 10
into Bangladesh from Burma discuss -the yrowlng humanita

represents not only an lmmeg

_ diote Lwmenitarian

but a serious diplomatic  issu¢

fleeing, vialence and ° chgos

problem, |
! across  Baagladesh border,

Wt must be of greater con- He said, he was pleased that
cern to the international com- hg US Adminlsteation  had
munity and _ 1o th United  moved rapidly to respond to

_ Stales, says B35S )
In a statement last week
Kennedy  wp-

the US Scnale,

peald to all conceined
resolve the root ciuse of the

intlux Into
Banuladesh. He also urged the { il follow when @
State 0. peeds were [dentified, < v 23

massive o fugee

Us Heergtory of
strongly . ppor

t the

the High Cemmissloner’s  an- .
peal authorlsing an immediate
contribution of 500,000 dollars
frem ghe Internotionnl dlisns
fer Asslstance Funds e sald

he was nsiured that more nld
additlonal

to help

United §

)
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harrassed, molestad, persecuted, opp-
ressed and  massacred, But thcseI

g facts are known to very few people.

Follwing is a summary of thelr his-

Historical Background, Arakan,'
the north-west dlvision of Burma, Is
inhabltad with indigenous races like
. Moghs, Rohingyas, Mroos, Saacks,
Khmwes and Khamans of which
Rohingyas and Khamans are Muslims
and the rest are Buddhists or Anl-
mists, Rohingyas formed the second
blggest community of Arakan. One
' could traca from history that the
territory between the east bank of
the river Kaladan, the longest river
_In Arakan, and the river Naaf, which
" demarcates the boundary between
East Pakistan and Burma, had been
popularly known as Rowang, l.c.
Rohingya Land, In which Rohingyas
 formed 70% of the population
“up to the year 1942,

Rohingyas are the descendants of
Arabs, Pathans and the Muslims of
“Bengal who, In response to the Invita-
tion of early Moghal rulers, had come

' to Arakan In the eighth century A.D.
“They settled all over Arakan but®
were eventually transferred to and
_became concentrated In the terrl-
tory between the river Kaladan and
the river Naafl. Gradually these
Muslims Intermixed by marriage and
_transformed Into a single race called
' Reh-himgya, now known as Rohinyga.

|,)Bp)n_'ang has been a reglon of

“enduring peace and tranquillicy
through the ages. But It Is an Irony of
fate that Its Inhabitants were mas-
| sacred and driven away from thelr
' homeland. In 1942, a group of

' MUSLIMNEWS INTERMATIONAL, JULY 1969
! =

'ROHINGYAS OF ARAKAN

torical background afnd qwe[ul'pqlght.E .

| Burmese Thakin Party, headed by .
" 'one Bo Ran Aung, clandestinely
- organized and suppliad arms” and

41

The Rohingyas of Burma are being ammunitions to the Moghs  of '\3")’ erime on the

Rowang and brought about a pogrom
In which thousands of Rohingyas
were Indiscriminately  slaughtered
and driven away, turning the eastern

part' of the
Rohingyas; committed agalnst the
IGovarnmont, or fellow Burmeso, to
ask for the Impositjon of such an
immense penalty as to drive them out

reglon of Rowang u non-Rohingya. |of their homeland, ‘.

territory till the year 1940, Duflng
the perlod the Thakin Party of Burma
filled up tha desarted land with
Moghs. After 1948, when Burma
attalned Independence,
appealed to the new Burmgse
Government t2 allow them to be
rehablilitated In thelr own land, but
It was In vain. Henceforth thousands
of Rohingyas had becoma homeless
and aru pitifully wandering In several
countries. A large number of them
are seen concentrated and passing

" The Mayu Torritory s bloading.

The Rehingyas are balng persacutad,
and plunder and dostruction of ville

ages and farms and desecration of,

Rohingyas |shrines and Mosques have become a'
‘recurring feature of life, Mosques are

burnt down, destroyed and locked
lup. Religlous gatherings ara strictly
prohibited. Army personnel and

lother Government officlals make

tho Mosques thelr camps whenever
they go on patrolling and Inspection
tours. Even sins are’ committed and

miserable life In the western reglon |the Rohingyas are tortured there by

of Rowang which Is prescntlly named
as the Mayu Territory. ‘

Oppressions, An Inhuman policy .
Is belng pursued to, uproot the
Rohingyas from thelr country. The,
Mayu Territory covers an area of
5,000 sq. miles and has a population
of approximately 800,000 of which
959 aré Rohingyas, The Govern-:
ment of Burma has created such a
situation that the very existence of
tha Rohingyas even In the Mayu.
Territory. Is almost impossible, Poll-'
tical oppression, molestation, rell~
glous repression, killings and tlmJ
usurpatign of fundamental rights,
residuary powers, cltizenships, ete.
are the methods that the authoritles
have adopted to uproot the '
Rohingyas from their motherland. It
Is a perplexing question that why the'
Burmese authoritles are torturing
and trylng to exterminate the
Rohingyas, alblet they are bonafido
citlezens, loyal to the country and
obodient to the Government, No

one, It Is firmly claimed, shall (ind |

|

‘the securlty forces. Severo restric-
tlons have been Imposed upon the
Rohingya students and Government
employees to offer Juma ' prayers.
Eme rgancy ,moetings and other offi-
clal or public fupctions are dolibe-

rately held at thé Juma prayer times.
Any attempt or even humble request ;
to hold the Juma prayer is awarded

with beatings, expulslon and dismis-..

sl from servica, Singa Maulviat,
Hojaos and other rellglous persont

aro also not spared from harassment
and torture, preaching of Islam has .
become like a crime In Burma. Pil-

« grimage to Mecca has totally been |

banned sinca 1962, The Muslim am-
ployees of the Government are for-

ced to shave thelr beards.

Groanlng undor an unbearablo
economic burden the Roylngyas are
hardly in a position to return the
money they borrowed from non-
IMuslim monay lenders. Their eco-
nomle bondage has reduced them to
the status of slaves and has robbed

“them of the minimum senso of secu- .

rliy.'/\lmb'sc"%% of tho Rohingya

y,
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Cerdd: Roumeras

- populatlc}n of the Mayu Territory
are farmers or agricultural labourers.

“Tassembly,

£ ARAEAA]
assoclation  and
movement. They are not allowed to

wesimlnioncd

eyen

i ' border with Burma after,
- ¢ an Influx of several thou-|
gand refugees, the sltua-’
tlon In the Arakan Pro-

|
- !
| vince of Burma appears
- ! to have assumed the pro-
: ! portlons of a crisls. Re-:
- - ports aboul trouble In the
area, nffecting lorgely the:
- Muslim - community, had
- been appearing  for some
» . days. An Intermittent flow:
.+ of refugees was also-there
- i and quite a few of them'
i  had come as far away as,
- Paklstan, But the crossing
over of 50 many thousands '
-»

= Naturally they depend upon land and  travel to the Interior of Arakan and
s lts products. Under -the present Burma. They ara also not allowed to :
© sochllst  economie  policy, the *live In any part of Burma other than
- ' Rohingyas ara-allowed to cultivata tho Mayu Territory. Thelr movable
i land ou the condition that they will and = Immovable propertles and
- surrender about 90% of thelr pro- Natlonal Registration Cards (a docu-
e ! ductlon, the rate of which Is calcula-  ment which has been distributed to ‘
© ted before cultivation. «Evety year every citizen of Burma) are being |
= due to many reasons, such as natural confiscated. Frequent surprise ralds :
catastrophe, rate of production as to the Rohingya villages are made |
. - compared to the rate of pre-calcula- by combined groups of Military and "
tion goes down.,In such conditions lmmigration personnels In - which
" ! cultlvators . are unable to submit Innocent peoplo aro rounded up,
_ ; ' thelr products according to thelr thelr Natlonal Roglstration Cards
agreement, But the authorities show snatchod and thoy are put (nto Jails,
- , no mercy towards them and seize. Some Rohingyas were deported to
ol / ! their proaucts and properties as Pakistan, but as they wer'c not
punishment. Morgover, It Is a duty . Pakistanis the Burmese Government |
- for tho Rohingya labourers to make = hao to take them back. Now the
land fit for cultlyation and tll] that \ captives are not allowad to settlo
- : , for the non-Muslims without get- ' In their places but are exposed to |
" ting any remuneration. Individual I death In Jails. It Is a routine to per-
- and private trades or businesses are 1 secute and torture them, even their |
- not permitted to the Rohingyas. | women and children. All this s
Opportunity of new employment n obvlously Inhuman and atroclous,
E State services has been restricted to  May this writer appeal to all peace
these people. Essential commodities ' loving natlons of the world to
v . are sold by Government shops, but l oppose thes ebarbarle actlvitles 1
- most of the Rohingyas are denled * ;1000 consclence cannot and must
the right to purchase from these . ¢olerate cruelty and Injustice.
= shops and hence they have to buy In, ¢ ¢,q Rohingyas are crlminals and
black market at an e’fh,o'.'!.)',t'a"t rate. | yhoir women and Innocent children
| : The Rohingyas are bona‘ﬁde citi- | have violated the Burmese laws, why
- zens of tha Union of Burma, but! are the authorltles roluctant to try
they have no freedom of speech, them In-proper courts and to give
" them the right to seck Justice ! J
e ==
.'g |
- Burmese refugees
J ; H Bangladesh geal-! In'a sudden rush Is an ex-
! ing off Its 150-mile; | traordinary - eruption.

While sealing off ita bor=
der with Burma, the Ban-
‘gladesh Government has
. expressed concern at the
{“magsive Influx of Bur-
,mese nationals into our
tterritory”. Dacea had been |
‘quietly negotiating with
“Rangoon since the refu-
|gees started coming early
'last, month but theso con-
rpultations evidently pro-
|duced no positive results.
IIn fact, the refugees have
ielaimed  that 50,000 to
60,000 ' “usllms, reported-
ly evic'~d from thelr ho-

mes In north-west Burma,
were waltlng to enter
Bangladegh. They - also
spoke of torture, rape, ar-
son and looting.

were evieted by tha Bur-
mese troops .at gunpolnt,
Though  these = factors
call for a sympathetic ap-
proach towards refugees,
1t 13 vhvlous that the Ban-
gladesh Government can-
not do much about Iit,
a‘)a:t from turning away

egal Immligrants, This is

The Union of Burma hag
long been plogued by re-

voltsa and olvll warea, res
the news of sauoh

,viounlfr.
turbufencp reached the

outside world only when
it spllled - over the border
Into Thalland. This time,

/| happenings on the border
\on the other side have

broken Burma's somewhat

I remarkable isolation from

the rest of the world., It

| was reported some time
{{ ago that in the course of

thelr long-range insurgen-
cles on eastern border,
the Communist guerillag
wera being ~supported by
traditionally .anti-Commu-
nist separatist fnsurgents.
It should ndf-be surpris-
Ing to find adme traces of
separatism among the per-

‘gecuted people. of Arakan
eg-

. Province, It 18, thus,
‘sentially » - matter of ab-
‘gorblng  varlous
‘communltles Into a more
ccohesive Burmese nation,
This task 1s made difficult
by the existence of many
and languages In
Burma. More than 100 in-
digenous languages, nob
‘merp dinlocts, have beon
counted, 'This potential
hurdle In the way of Inte-
pratlon has been alded
by persisting Insurgencles

:races

tder in large, peripheral
mountain . and platenu
ateas. All this could bhe

of minorities.

Though official figures
are not nval'able, It 1s es-
timated ~ that Musllms
constityiz mbout ten per

cent » SBurma's popula-

tDAWN l Thurgddy, May 4, 1978

Some.
even claimed that they:

ethnle

fand a lack of law and or--

conduelve to . persecution
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tlon. No Government
should allow the allena-
tlon of ‘a large and loyal
segment of the coun-
try's population, least
of all one that Is con-
fronted with a varlety
of dlvisive and dlsruptive
forces. It is sincerely hop-
ed that the Burmese Govw-
ernment will establish law
and order in the troubled
arca and protect the affec-
ted population from per-
secution nand eviction.
Meanwhile, the concerp
belng expressed in some
Muslim eountries {is quite
understandable, A number
of appeals have been
mnade to world organisa-
tlons and individual lead-
ers, including the Islamlc
Becretarlat, the UN Becre-
tary-General and the UN
Human Rights Commis-
slon. Our rellglous kinship
with the afflicted hag no
doubt enhanced our hu-
manitarian concern, We
trust the Government of
Burma will take steps to
restore law and order In
the Arnkan area and bring
to book the lnwless ele-
ments who have been
threatening the llves, ho-
nolir and property of the
Muslims of the area.
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Crises

Flight of the
Rohingyas

Thea hadd been there ever since slam l““’.“ll"}!'ﬂdl‘!h. and !.ht’ tide was JH”
begnn its long, leap-fropgping  awitl fowing this week. The trauma npt
throupgh Southenst Asin, o devout nnd "’“I'l{h‘ﬂ" of the l”"l"""“‘-:““‘:*' ure wnnily
sellrelnt people who proudly callel seen b the urmn'mw.md Cox's linznar, n
themselves the Rohimgeyen. Their land l’l‘l\l'!l rasort 95 mi. from ““E.“?”""t'-.:
Iny in the rupred }\ruknn territory und in the towny l'Iml dot the “finger
af sovthwestern Durma, with Tndin to of Bunglndealy l{mg hvlwncp Durmn
the north and Bangladesh to the west, und the !luy of Nengal — CGundhum,
And while much of Buormo scethed Nhiln, \\rhnlhh;{uu;t Itohingyca Mus-
“hroupgh  war,  colonialism, indepen- lims lenltulu in bearing bul:ic? in
dence unnd insrgency. the Rohingyen slinga, bedrolls undor theie arms, Same

g I ' Wp enrry elr i A
:I,'::::i,'.l,n::.E,1|‘,.,::,'.:I,| EANLsl) SRR wall. on llmlr bovlks, Women 'lei

That, ot least. wns how tearful strangers Lo lsten while ll,my ln1ll I'Il
Roshingyen refugees told it ot weel hushds ond - brothors whot unmi
n (1..-'|...,.\| menth ot lenst THLO00 ol honses looted and lrurl]lu&l.lmlulI:l'rﬂ‘mz‘lu
(e hive poneeeed persss the horder diugthitern raped while thelr fan
wore  forcod to watch, “Thoy are
.coming ut the rate of 2,000 to 3,000 n

I =5 i day,” n horried  local officinl  told
} "ranian correspondent Safa Haeri in

: il A the town of Nhila, 100 mi. southeast of
oLsred| Cox's Dazaar, Inot wook, “The ratlon of

INODIA ‘\‘ milk and rico 1 have I hardly sulliclent

for 2,000 peopla ~ and nlrandy 1 havo
20,000 in thia eamp,” *

Yet il the signs of distress and
exodus are clearly visible, the rengons
ure not. 'T'he Dongladesh government
hns no explonation — not for the
recard, anywuy, For ita purt, Rangoon
O waited until thiv week befofe breakin
4 what hnd seemed ta be an emburrnsned

J.‘ E) sflence: the refugees, anid  Hurmesn
- i wovernment  officlals, were  actually
iiun;:lmf!'.‘(h( natfonnls ﬂwing an
"lmmigrotion  cheek™  code-named
Denpon King.

The refugees any Drogon King wus
o Budhidoung launched in Febronry, But that is the

only point on which thelr uccounts
dovernil with' Rnngoan’s. They claim
the operntion Is an onti-Muslim drive
intendixl (o fores them from  their

Y Ciy
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it owas "I 8 peaceful aolution jnn't fov Mr Hauler w ik . A0
role abou!

ancestral homes, und thal
Rms:nhle solution will of the Muslim pensants were ehot

precoeded b gimilor though smaller quickly. the only

enmpaigns in 1955, 1959 and 1975, be wur. 10 the Burmese won't tnie

Same of the refugees have sel up these people buek, the best way for us to death and a large number

n “Committee in Aid of Durmese tocope with the probleny will be Lo arn wounded during the nmch't:-&-

Nohingvea” ul Cox's Nazaar, where the refugees and help them form a running :

lust week they issued on “appenl to the liberation front. Let them go back to ncfnr(‘v that Incldent

worll community.” In recent years, their country and fight for their homest wisited 4 : dent. he Mhad

they claimed, some 400,000 of their tnd Uheir Innguage ond their dignity. e v rofugees huddliog
I'm sure Nangoon  will underatand pcroos the Klver lor sovaral dayw. .

g A numbor of them siready had

number had left Arnkan ta migrate to
frnglodesh and other Muslim coun- !
ries farther west. Moreover. Lhey saitl, _Conlirming the sudden riso in Len- beon wounded by bullets or had
previous campaigns had been only 8i0nd. the Lhurmese povernment Lhis ihelr faces bashed in by blowe
minor affwirs  compured with  the """-"-‘tk”‘fll'f"l}&l"d |“|"'ll “armed  bands” from rino buits, he eald They
rom Hongine 14 u :
nglictogh hod atiackod soldiers woro suoling leavas — thelr ondy

"Dlnlgomc&lle nul.nr[ml.nrglun" alma ol s il
ragon King: so far, 150,000 Mohing, 97 ucting a drive agninst llegoal i
ycnf:the Budhidoung prea and 50.0("4] immigrants. Burmu’s ‘::Hiuiul nows uouf'laluncmt. excopt earthworms.
more in Mauwcluw have been forced to BRENG said Dangladeshi police had Bince April 23, the Bangladesh
flee for their lives. alwo fired on security outpoots and Government has nllowed refugood

Whatever the reasons, the exodus army patroly. Ducca responded by to oroas tha border, bub Is Lo
cortalnly took nelther governmenl by lodging a formal protast agnalnst poor to take care of them, M.
surprise. 1innglududhl officials visited Burinese P‘”"'{, on the Mualims of Hauter sald y
Nungoan severnl weoks ago — evident. Arnknn, Avcording Lo pome sources in s
ly in an uttempt to avert what (hey wgw the, Hongladesh copital, Prosidont Zis
a5 an appronching erlsly — ant only ut-Hahman was on the verje of ealling 1le tnab wight of the mighifan
Jant mionth a ministerial-lovel Hunncse of | next month'a presidential eloction = al the Dborder .wid A  womah
dolepation went ta Dacco. Thal the o step made e morv likely thia w paratohing the ground mith  her
problem actuslly worsened after thosc whon A hall-milllan governmunt tmps: finger malla In peareh of  pstOR
{alkn I8 scen by diplomnta s dramatic 5:‘::““:':"' on strike o press PRy thing te eat.

¥ Heo said the 40,000 to 60,000 re

prool of deep-rooted problems nbout :
which both Bangladesh and flurma ywijle  poor and backward cornar of fugoeca who have croased the ber
i der soouse the Bunnesa Army and:

hnve chasen to remaln allent. ;
Asin moved closer Lo crisls poin
servora fear the aitustlon gigiomats In Dacen, New l)olhrnrh Pollea of unleashing a genoclds

Politienl ob
wll‘!‘galiu lot \;mrgn boforo i". otn hﬁui.ar'l Ciewhere tiis woek axpronsed fears " liad i
und not merely bocuuse of the politicn T, bl Lo cnypalgn ca a0yt atdon
{mplicatlons. Bangladesh, one of the Lhut @ third parly _might soon be- Dragon” rob i :
d come embroiled — 1f 1L wasnt alread agon” on Peb 0,
poorest nations on earth, does not have 4 : sl peliva L The Fronch ourreapondent "
the copacity to aupport a sudden influx . serious attempl (o ot by . . ot
of destitutes who ma already number Iohingyes Muslim iberation front, tha Iurmeeo Goyesnment, weak
more than 200,000 ’Fhe lerrftor)’ into for l‘“”'““c‘*'. would be sure o win and throatened by ° robelllons '
which the refugeea ure fowing jy Arab “u““",‘““'lM“"‘ immadiately, soveral provinces, was irying o
i e S i & b G B S D T 2 el
adoshi standordu: trees provide the ngainmg e ciivey's [tnddhist _munlim \'.'llll:w“!' to the Boddhid,
majority, “eapocially pince  the

srotection from 1 ncmc'hin\'_ ity (there ore  nome 30,000
::u:llﬂ:;!(l’llilat'r.n&!:I:)l'"}::;illr-: ﬁ:l‘\!v”l?:-m, “'llhlhhuull‘_(.'ul'uHnmur nlone). . Iohilngyas hnd fleh rice hndae-
born since the influx began: most fruh . ol GRS of ol reported AlT
dicd of starvotion or hent. uurecs '“””':_c%'.' wug Lhe lﬂplmttlmg

i f - o suupicion tha ig-power in erosly -
. s s bt iy Sl s A
refugee campsp A fc;"loon * with maintain naval insmlln;.lou’y ﬂ. -‘hiu.?
bannees and poaters benring slogins tr(:;:.' t;:o r‘;\:ﬁhl bo involved. 1f that is

onl

1d may hear nuch more o

quch ns Down Wi TiE Fascist LPate 15 oaping ltohingyen in tho weeks

i Rancoon and No l-'muHm[l;:]PP T",::: and months nheatl.

g Munperers i PnmA. "
functionary told Correapondent HIW
ACCOUNT

Burmese Muslims

B put. Whey word

PARIS, May 13:  ThIrtY 0 imachime gunninf that “‘g‘
Burmese soldiers neb UD  ghoutdered tholr ﬂnnu.;::l ;mﬂm
light machine-guns and their fire on tho B ol

tod in amather

to a mMnss of Muslim he rcla ; ; b
e on Eanglndesh Rwr nawspe 1p Quotidlen d¢
n April 23, the e of tho roldlers fell, o4
i e OER” T4 0 e

uvel Obgervas peded across the TIVED
p e ' orted - today. e oinking nto ummzj
t‘i}:‘fmrep ene necounts the beneath the welght of the wound-

erynben M;ond,m Fran- e

% Iui;r:mﬂned that the mas A woman with n &P stab
Mre‘ :ms on opizodo in » dollbye Woundhln' l: 1 B
n the gobe AUTY
g R ller by Durmese

rote Purmose QoV! ¥
umu:uyunh-w- men atiackod edr

Vo drive ;{m’?ﬂl.m}r;m o Are goldlers, Bbe eatd they cut off the
et S ot of the) Cower breant of (he oibet women, then
kan Feovinch stabbed hem to deall, put et
uy. jndesh border guards had bher fico to tett the ottt Nohlug- ! ‘

Bmyrm‘cﬂunw the 10000 re. yas and terri ¢ them. A e Vletat
fugoen {romn croaing o river o : ke 1T BRI
iz Ler wrote ; AN
pangladesh, M. Heu . 4 : o
: 1918 : :
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Evict Arakanese’ Mt

*hittagong, Mayy 51—
iotts gathered here from
ous’. authentlo sources
:aled  that In Arakan of
ma exploltation, Incquaq
represslon, racll dlscrq
mtlon; henlow atroolts
dlabollsm and oppress«
slong with numerouy
r wrongs and Injustlces,
ieny covert and overt
18, hsve been carrlod
for & longtime, #peolas
sgalnst tho  Rohlngyas
skanero Mutllms)  and,
t aympathisers by the
nego government func.
trles lo collsboratlon
the raclaty Arakan
y authoritles, -reporls

(he antlsMuslim clocs
both Inside and out«
tho government oflices

urms are determined

fultll thele = premedly

4 . doslane of Asslmilae
the Duddhists:- and

pletely - exterminating

Muslima with an

tlor notleato trans

n Arakan, which ls tho

nanent  abode of tho

sysos Buddhlat (Magha) .

Muslims (Rohiogys)
v have been cosexlaa

for - generatlons with:
fect . . amlity,” Intos
tlsothnlc ares, tho res
te further reveeled,
Arakan ls admlttedly a
sllm* msjority. reglon
ch la geopiaphleally
iwllcally hrﬂnrlcllly.
nologleally and culturally
alnatéd Ly Rohlngyas
t aloce the  beglnnlng
he 6th contury A D.
Tho.Burmese nationals
) wero ovicted from
rancestrel homes and
ied Lo Aaké shelter Jo
gladesh  terrltory, told
l, .wo wapt peaco and
ceful ' cosoxlatance with
iity, honour and securlly
Ife and proporty av trne
zent of Burme. But they
od, the Burmeso autho+
22 have been brandlog
i3 allens conteary to the

~deglsjon to
genoral census of populetion

45

TN Ly 5
“gpltit of the U. N, chertor

and unfverenl declaration of
human righta, e
i 'The evectes maintalned,
belog the majarlty n Ara-
kyn, wo could not avail of
any propltiouas oppor4
tunity . of cultlng
the - “gordian knot" the
rullng Janta has  dellbers
utoly and mallclouily - wiar.
tod Insldlous, Mandaclous,
prejudlcal and viclour pro-
paganda agalnst ug that wo
ate not to be conslderad a1
Burmese clizens purely
félso plea that we aro Mur
Hms and  consequontly
nlleva, ;
",.To cuprean our legitl-
miate righta to  llve la onr
aficostra]l homen with pezce
and socurlty, The unyerupuo-
lous raclst authority  hay
get-  egalaat tho Murlim
natlonsls thare hundreds of
Jtmlgratlon ofiislely ausln
ted by srmeci
aro carrylng out
opsrations 61l over Arskan
with the  dirty Intentlon of
¢llmlnating the Rahlngyas,
Ahey added. ©
-/ -About tho pretent anni
hilation drive of -Muslim
natlonoals from Arakan, ths

brutal

..refugees said, tho Byrmeseo

-government hag  takon a

conduct the

“ia tho country during the

eurront year and added, It Iy

"o gecret - today that thoe
“government will do so after
oraftlly  completing the
.work of dlsquallfylnp  tho

S Muallmg from thelr rlght of
- cltlzenghlp In na many num:«

:bou an possible so that the
government might not“ago
“the chanco of forestalllng
tho ewergonco of the truth
-regarding tho ectual etrengs
b of Mualims.
. They malotained thet there
werg already. several Immls
i gratlon operations of dlfTe
rent categorles  over the
lagt few years  which wirn
known us “sabe opoeration”
durleg which tana

N\
&

shimgs

forces who -

T
';;

i
.
R

almn 3

v ;

nf fl.houmida n of Ro-\ i

hlugyes’ national: reglytras
ton» cards (NRCS) weygo
solaed  without: any’legal
baslp, on  varlous 'pretert,
and \wero never.” returned.
Degides, In fantastlo “and
redlenlons ways Vthousandy

and thousends of ths “ipoor
and netural hoarn Ryl ngyan
wore clranilizd ay farelgnora,
nlloglng to have |- Mitrétad

frovyBanglodesh with ultafs
lor ¥moidves of nerlshing

them by  hookl or ¢cmook or

In the clternatlve to  purh

them out  onmagso to crogs

the border. :

Tho ovicteen sald, alnoo
Pehruery laat, the  gpvorna
nant
aperotion of a aeyaral natpco
kaown s “naga Min Opos
reton” under. -whioh thous
asnda of Hhonalde 3 shingya
oltizans  Jectudlog  men,
womer, glrls, . boys.and
childien have boea Jndlscils
minat:ly roundsd uo snd
texon Into uafawfal deténs

tlon Jospite of heving authens ™ ™%
eilie A ‘medt and starvation,

tle cvldenon of . thele tme-
honoured gett'emonta In the
Erem. oy

. Giving elaborate dascrip:
tlon of this henlohuv¢Naga-~
min operation’,. they. sald,
the ' ruthless  immlgration
operation  pactlea  uruslly
cordano Roblngys villages
ond quarters at down (the
tlmo »f prayera for Muilims'
and forclhlly onter Swelllng’
Kourer Thaa sesrch btarts
torrifying the lnmates befors

_dregglog them to “congoat-

ratlon compr’ the namo of
interragation,. Ty
Thay lnforime4d thut thes
bruta! and - 'vanomofmu!
pergonnel don't have hoea
tho grod senae ol plltelv
troatiag tho CPordamhla’
ferarles and rosprotabls ol:
peonle, ;
It, v repoartzd, th
arrerted prople nre cosfin
Ju uninaclous s planse wlth

“out Dweiltles for taXing re

end food.
PROPLE'S VIEW

has slarted anothor. ‘-

" kllled.

" Accordldg ty somé oy0
wlthnosacs, thoje who - sre
takon to the ¢eatral egricul,
tuial godowss ot - Abyseb
and the ' cantonment afe
vo:y soften molssted, mn.
hendled, whlppsd sod evon
raped to death Many of
thom slyo sullered deathy
duo to staryation swnelther
the government maskow sny
srrengomont fuc  qupplylog
food to them nor tholr noar-
ce)'and desrest  oncd aro
allowed to help them.

In many. cascs . tholr
relatlons and pympathlsors
who go to meet them with
food aro chased with guns
and merollessly beaten.

On the pretext of maklng
jodivldusl  Interrogstlons
malos femsles snd youns
gsters are’ pepersted {n
groups from thelr rospece
tlva famllies end  then
cartled wway to unknown
destlon tlong, .In coures ‘of
thelr removal from  placo
to place some even explro
due to fatigue. Kisl-treats

The reports ssy  young
women sre pleked  up snd
taken away . for usholy
PUrposc. Many ‘of
whom, are reped and
Moroover, . belbg
unable to -withaland
varlous kinds of torturcs
gome pregpent women suffes
red sbortlons snd = many:
others ero still langulshing
in 11legal confinemont.

It }s & comimon report
that bouso to houso search,
gueceplog arresis, molegtas
tlons, duresy, . barbarle
trestment, rape, death duo
to starvation, dlscases, non
supply of (oot of alulY, food
polsonlng and non avallns
“bility of medicino fn deton-
tlon camps sod Jalls during
operation peglod -and sfter
have become, regular fentus
ros today i’ Anken.:

"MAY 6, 1973
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Y compelllng ‘and extremely trving -
ey clrcumstances have heen narrf\ting-k
and
uader
' which” these  unfortunate pLople !

-,_ Worsemng Refugee. Sltuatlon

" Evictlon of the Burmese mlncr i

ritley continues to go on unabated,

: “This has glven rise to n sltuation -
which s at once tragic and de- |
licate, Those ‘who have run away

from thalr homes in Burma under

harrowlng tales of torture
sultering o conditions

i, " have been forced to take sheltar in

& nelghbouring country across, i
T the .bordet are 'do moving, thelr |
o faces go_painfully mducod to ex.
! . pressiong of utter’

. helplessness, .

" thelr héarts full of guch ngony o

- shut one’s eyes on them or to - '
. . fgnore them and refuga them bagle
. mintmum’ requhemonta of

that it ia humanly * Impossible to

1fa

el

which they riow 5o ‘badly need Ior "

‘ the purpose of mere survival,

is these humanitarlan consldem ;

ttons which have moved the hearts
“"in Ban lndesh Government has

7_ -_.commi$sioned its relevant machl. "
- nety to provide as ‘much holp ‘to
', " these people as g possible for % .

. ta master; ‘Thore Is & growing |
.+ movement among the peopld for a
“solutlon of thely problems and for'
* thelr.return home. The congolence
 of Bangladesh hag been arouged,
and this Inevitably would have JEg.

" impact on the conSr:ience ot the
‘ _world at Iarge L

A apokesmnn ot the Minletry

o! Fore!gn Affairs, while comment-

«. " Ing on the situation on Saturday
last in Dacca, has put the figure of

the evicted Burmeaa who have su
far t,aken shelter. i Bangla: legh

.thousand. Thig number is sw slling
everyday. The spokesman obsery:

* od with regret that.this largo seale
. eviction of the Bur)nebe minotitips

has resulted 1n the. dcvelol)ment of.

" 4 pltuation of great straln in the

+ rolatlong hetween the two coun:

“'thls human problem, Ad goon a8 | -

-
J‘.
i

| o tries, This must by all atandurds,

be considered a8 most. untortu

nate, espaclally in view of the tirm™
deslre of Bangladesh fo mnlntain "
 relations of fripndship ond eo-,

.operation with all ‘countrled of the -

world, particnlarly. the nelghbours,

Bangladesh haa alwayg held . the

view that the internal nf!nlxs of a
country aro not p matter ur con:.

" corn.of any other cnuntry. and; »

Bangladesn continues to. nlearly
and substantially subgortbe fo this
ylew. But pursuance of - auch .58
poliey does’ nof glve' Bqngladnshu-
wnd for that maltar, any i othet

-oountry«n right to’ Al h 0 ne W
silent spectator in the. face of un: 5

‘told humen miseries

It i in Y
spirlt of trye friandship and co--
operation that Bangladesh hes.
mado attermpty to draw fho atten:

. tion of the Burmese mxthoxitks to

the present. sltuation started de--

e sldgant Ziaur

-veloping, a speclal’ envoy qt P;ré« :
Rahman «vigited |

an the hasta of nggohatlong Hpny!

11, glodesh had ulso nvailed horsol? ot i
" ‘the opportunlty provida by, the..
_vislt of  the ' -Burmeso. Torolgn "
i, Mlniatar to Dacca tp reglster :ta "

» gtrong and unqualified protest apd
" 'to request hinf'to take appropriate -
I:-'men-suu,q fo have " the atrpcxtlea
" 'and the nvictlon process stopped KB
" The
~+ failure’ of the Burmeae i govern:”
1., ment to respond and stop thio evie:

Sp01{8$m(ln indlcnted the

tlon Oporation in #pite of the cleny

seeklng a polutlon to the pfoblam,.i‘

- ABSUTANCOs . glvén by ,itB Foraisn_’ h

at an estimated number of sevonty l _ Minister:

}
i
"]
K
k]

. _ sl
.

The spokesman discloscd tb,n; L

" two concrete proposals werg made
by Bangladesh' durlng the vistt pr
the Burmese Torelgn Mlnisterl
The first was nn immediate. sug-

| - pens slon of the aviction operation

and tho second an en!urremenﬁ 0!

(R -



the, border ground rul2s between

" mdtwo countrles. The situation has. |
however daterlorated to such an '
ertept since the vislt of the Bur-

- medo Forelgu Miplgter “that - no- |

“"progress could be made. in tho ne-
the 'two; roun-

gotiations } hetween
trfes. Lutest rgports mdlpute that .
the Burmeﬁe authoritles: now pltm ;
to. eatabnsb sot}]umenta on |
homaﬂteaqs of the € bulctod Rohing:
i * yag.and to have. ot,he;- Burmeaa
10 atlQnals installed . there, ; Wit th
- “the- bleaxr objeetivp o! deprlvmg

et thpag poor thelr ances-
n. rali homes: F;rgj""" ) ophta Rty

w2 distiibing dnd; EERT another g1
dance wof the hard nnd ln.xumaq :

a . pol !l_clteﬁ)belng Iollowed by | the Bur
e BAIGLADESIT OBSERV e

i S Sty

o "
31«"3 o .

t lv of UN
. Teep men ak Zalorln on

Iall

\
| spfe retyrn, home; , T . AMM L
i

' mh |lom %
! UNDI' vialted 8 number 0
s Wtk B

L7
mese government. pangladesh has
peen providing B
basle requirement
evictees purely O
considerptions,

ts of lifa tO the

ing the avicted Burmese natlonuls

back to tholr homes, These oftorts. ,

will he met with Incrensing e

cultien 1f the purmess authopities
polley of .

'continue to follow tholy
having new gettlements, -
gor all right thln\dng peop!
the world to yoglater

y A fwmmvm mﬂm

helter and other "

n humanitarian i

-and 1t g detenatn: ..~
ed to continue its efforts of send:

-‘I. | TR

is tune et
lg,a,mund ths
thelr: pro- \“ :
tents and. to come toyward $0 help i
theso poor peopla q.nq ensur@ tlua ¥ fz'v,é

Y
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A MOUTH-PIECE OF THE ROHINGYA PATRIOTIC FRONT

- VOL-1 May 11, 1978 NO. 10

Voo

" the overt and covert genocidal acts of Gen.

WwE MU4r LIVE ON OUR OWN SOIL IN ARAKAN

Nothing 1s left by now, to be made known to the world as to why and
how the unscrupulous Ruling Junta at Rangoon in peruistinglr carrying
out the moat abominable Nari-=like polioy of axtferminating the residue
Rohingya population of 10,00,000 from Arakan whioh has bheen thelr cent
~uries-o0ld ancestoral land, on the vague, mandacious, imaginary and P
concocted allegation of thelir being i1legal immigrants from Bangladesh.
flagrantly contrary to the norms of International Law. The Rohingya , i
Patriotic Front (RPF) representing 1.5 mollion of our suffering souls
have taken a blood vow to dile, on our own 011 in Arakan, in resisting
Ne Win's raclst Government.
rld in time for much wa-
J/ ;

ILet his Government read the writting on the wo
ter has flown down the Kaladan rlver. ,
We the mentinal of the RPF, composed of thousanda of dle-hards from
amongst the oppresced, repressed, snubbed and evicted Rohingyas, will
leave no stone unturned, in achieving our complete emancipation., We
have, indeed, no words today to express to the lovers of peace, enemies -
of genoclde and apartheld, our heart-felt gratitute for wpholding our
genuine cause and rendering timely all-out aselastance to our forelbly

evicted people of about 1,3%0,000 so far.

Eventually, in the name of humanity and justice our formost appeal at
this crucial hour to the Muslim World, the UNO. and 1its Agencles, the
Third World Bodies, non-Allined Countries, Bublic Organisations a n d
capable individuals to render us all possible amslstance rather than bear
the burden of indifinitely feeding such a bulk of foreign ethnic race,
for " rebellion against tyranny ls obedlence to God ",

May the civilised world know that our outery 1s for calllng an immedi-
ate halt of genocide in Arvakan and safe return of our evlictees to our

oripinal homes - to be followed by true despensation of %uatice in
respect of numerous other wrongs and injustices barbarously perpetrated

agalnst our people under premeditated sinister designs.
May 1t as well be painfully said that "Humanity has gone amok in Arakan',

RONINGYA PATRIOTIC FRONT
ARAKAN (Burma).

| "
¢«



“AT LAST, W |
THE UGLY TRLITH 15 OuUT”

srimant wantsd Lo T::gtmg E.'m”::;:r“o:,: In aetponing the akbreme gl i '
the news of Hurzowe cltizena [ron Arakan -1y unpopularv government of one pdl‘t,'d.!n!f :?::r; '{::’;r::f::ﬂl,;::l.I:;h:"gl_::fl‘:‘;‘_lg:‘::;i
flealng intoe Bungladesh 1n tens of . thoun- -atorahip of U Ha Win, wa conklagtantly .l 00 ytruggle. Today, unde U Ha Win they
ands, Sirouustancen Lhis time ware againat |palnted outl that tha arieed fonood o, UNall ST gatod an mlsina or vheand nlean alte
thew. They ware unable to wtop the news Win have committed a anrlsa ol atrooitles, Ltonn. They are \11 tremtad in various way
froa rasohing the world press, Defore they | killlngn, heutingy, lootings and ‘arson vh. Mont lmportmat of all, thelr 1)1k loun
+ould do anything international press and [againat peopled o irma Y a1l puete ol parygrg mnd righte are roatriotel, lgnovnal
Lending world broadcasting nervicen wore | the country. Yel U HNo Win and Blirmesa Muy and outraged. Pllerlmage to Holy Heooa lor
Alacusslng about this serious matter. Thim [ to Soolallan Paviy shmpalaenoly called thall | iqyyug Lo o praviless of the pant, It dw
happ-sed beoauma a forelgn ocountry namely armad foroes "Tha Pooplan' Avrmy™. Tha arm=- o 1lkae an unrasohabile Aintant dream. Can
dangladeah was involved in the affulir. And ed foruven of U Na Nin otartaed kblhing, 1) lla Min'a governmant deny all thesa factel
dungladesh wan dlupatinfled mabout thle mat bullying and arruatlng the people. tha : !
~ter ma thalr wuslls pelghboura in Burmess | momant they nemo Lo posar in 1902, llelant-
-Bangledesh border were belng killed, rap- | jswsly they contined thaly myggresseion Along  tha Hangladesh-
ad, bowten up and harasned 1n muny — Wayn. agalnat  tha poople up to the prement purmane border 1a Arekan, & very large
1 ranks 30| ooiyin pspulation resided [for Lthe past

The nuuber of muslin Arakanese padple whe | moment, tnevitably swelling rebue
Lt:int:ﬁntgsi;?:':n::ﬁt ::::n':-p::::; to :: #Yary; RUEE AF LIS ounRET: m‘.'ur 50?]"‘\:‘8. l?lt:\o¥gh t!&e;o muuu:lm
ever ons hundred thousand, Theas people t val quite happlly »-'or. o Win oo
ed | i o power, they woTa hal amgod and moleatad
fleg nid paetaneh oy tite: Mantha el Faron Atthough the whelg onun | osntinususly and pecorely nf\m-‘l'm;!'r:\m‘
LR A AT TR A0 APt ~try knowu about Lha bLahaviour af the Buv= Lhiera hind baen rebslliona of yarieuvy Are ur‘
K, - 38k untie armad farcen, U la ¥in and the Birma | ~hun groups 1n that area, huddhlut Arakan
HANGROK FOST FIUDAY AP 20, 1078 ouo Wuy to Jaoialira nad pomahow or, GLher ;::l;ﬂn; 'L}”E.,'G‘iﬁ!:"ﬂx:i;tﬁl'.’ﬁiﬁ'.' ':': ?:»::

manuged to kaep the atroslblou oomalttad ‘ Rt it dig Ly R
Refugees from Burma " s Jtat Rt

by tha Durmesn armed foroan [row robohing =nne

tho outalda world, g favourite play s | rimings 1n Aveken State. The tense vltuat-

to fosd tha world presn ovsanionally Tbaut| 1on on the Bangladesh-Burmade border will
wid wora fuel to the present erimie.

« s Y l Purmnens arand (arcen righting Burmeye coun
ﬂee t() B(‘“gl(‘dts l -uniate, ruthor atugaerubodly, Alno, ho

pakes great cleloa Lhst hilo arued  forces . on 30th April 1978,U Na

't t w lame

in nuraotis nu| yin governmant inrued a Tengthy bu
alen count - | apnouncemont in connsdtlion with the mAns
mualia Arakanedo fron Burmd te

DMUGA (AT} «d men ssd momwm carrying childem
OYEX 90,000 Hurnes s sationals wrlciel o0 (bale shouldary wading Uheoush the
oo thals toaes taee Crospsd (e bor - Imetmleay mud of tha sl and othee

ars achleving grout resultn

~ppraudion. Moreignaras and for
ked background knomledxe whout | sxodus of

o ped mnmred b sen s \ordarky rimre,

Wbt of Hangladsal i Lbd lase do Arparty it e retuasan, ety [l T8 who lac

o vy by ot f e waulias ton Arssks wal sipind (B pupeina wera gullibla to U Ho Win‘u trioka Bongladenh. The governmant announce uent
% plmoe aa rout-

and propuganda. Although we hud been bUy- anld thal thin osatter tou
ing to lnfora the outnlde world bhat Bure fnu lomigration aheoks wer
ma under U Ne Win and Burmeas Way to Soala| tha bordering aress. Lt 1n alao wald,
~1iun Party etiJoy ne demgernllo pravileges thmt these matters took placo on acnuunt
and thut humwn vights and frondon thad vasn af thna maohipationa of #oan wickod clonents
| tramplud upon woat ruthleanly, muny (erelg o tha border, lletw, te would like to ank
pat oapeb=| ‘U He Win whout hlu trovpe whioh nonnitted

provieons of Burma, saited coming b
5 largs sunber laat mesdh and by the

Heports quoting  svkeeed ekl Br o of March thalr purbe ross lo
fuamme drmy parsonsd fred g BV bae (b warg pubed back ko
bty o0 Sday Mithg ova 100 snd fwmedn lerrliory Ly lisagladesh nue

tamby hjuriss 0 peversl lmndosd Lok les,
Mt (e avldess sald thay coutd pod

ol 4
Mﬂ-lur-l yoston oy Bos Uhe Orod s bark b0 thele lemva t foag of thale
od  delafed mupate on U ret, 1hay staysd riwar tha Nangadeth

twre, £ags, breon and ool Fepoiie s
s belng made on

Ushed bare ¥ exibsdary o

s rair
" and gakllshed 8 purd " .
px:m n»':o‘fL m-'m'u':u:f :‘»T.::.:-‘:"-‘-'n.:::?m o ~nars wund foralgn aountrlian ere 5
s s 4 g e ST i le of mumming wp L btrue eltuation In Bar lernn vsala Kil)inga,wirouitied, rupon wnd
~mn, clearly or reswitotically. Parhaps meny avaon 1n thome placed At lomig 1smb, Ltha
Intaprantal In Ak DK truth nbout U He Win'e ayped ferced had t“
°

of Lhaw mi'p only ;

(frlenda with the paopla An powatt. Thoy a1'e baon oxpodad very glaringly ””{ ;\un
: r aple uho Jo not tare huy W gove the sutelde world. Below we Lndlude & nnws
e s 64 cuttinguthnt apponred Li pangkok Ponk un

£ in T povarne or trowmtn 1ta peo
::"ll:‘.n e F . 208) April, 1pk wnd 6yl May 1978.
Hare and now wa would
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15,000 more| [rm e
e 150 mbe Vonter,

Burmese flee| | mons ine ok
wih Frda't  Influ

PAITY (Ieuter) 4 10,000 Naromsa Uw
ANCTIE R INS00 urnase | | yourses  aas) 83008 re-
AN K LS8 armase ' 33000 - owaver munh Ulle Win
T et S }'-“1..’?1"2‘." (T Whetover wwa anybody's :;:umt,i Eﬂ?ii‘iﬁ 3:§°én"s°umm Party way
vih, ] opinlon in the past, the recent happanlng try Lo tuppresd nawe about lavk ofi Uk
provileyen

1n  Armkun slang rh.-u;luaenhtu vordatn, clghta and Crosdom, AehosrniLs
ihson seapet o niinde of bl BiC aed U vt opr et o Y T Bl
refuge in a fornign vountry should be an ~ratod in Burma (rom Teashlug E0 111.
eyo epenar. buraw, walnly a buddhlut ceun time in oloso At hand whon umtt.c'rl (]
total mudlim populatien of ovar suddenly burat amunder {n Burma., Time v
feat. A diotatorship which rules

BANGHOK POUT SATURDAY MAY 8, 1978

“Larl sslution (o & vasl

Refllgl'(‘.s humaniiarien  prohlem”

crdated by tha inflve,

The number of
worry Burmers fefugees In -try hao 2
vatlous border rellel Lun. Hafcrs U No Win cuma to pawor vipening
LA A A air milligi, et 4 a country egainst the will and winh of
the paople nust

fl 1n 1952, the muolim cowmmunily In Burma was

canipd In Raffgledarh hae
ovuryhelting majority of

’

. naw sobred [0 HI.000 s
B d%h curding 1o official figurss a huppy lot. Their eontrivution towntdo the
DACUA, 1Tentar) relansad yeateniay well-balng of the country tn svery respoeot tnevitably fxll, Democracy end fresaden
BANGLADESH ) 11 1his (o continuea, b 1 finally pravail 1n Burma
day ralled o0 n-::-l "n 11 welll be abaurd 1o think | wan alwayn noneidernd o groat rantor. It in wil nally ¥ X \

that our selstion Ih

'ﬂ'.',:m"“;:"',‘:":"nj Uurrs re ol _l;u:-n,
perons tha burder In the ::ﬂ":,:: '."“"I' 1iry ot A e et et et

fant thipe wasbs lo en
Vit shegapRIARE b Me satil & Mangledesh
tha Hurm rin)

A hassuan Lr the

Banitadesh Foreign OF
fiee aaid thelr ratuin 1o AbILLL, 21, 1078

thair homeland waa the

Bangladesh warng Burma

Bangladenh on  Sth Hey -nouncanants mude by U He Win governmenl
1970, requested Burma Lo take Lack tend of ~(wnich roally never reveals more than 10€
thoumanda of muslim refugocx who fled rom of actual happenings on all ocamalonu )
Arakan State In Burma, into Bangladesh in 1t la obvlioua that Burma-Bangladesh area
Harch, April and Hsy 1970. Bangladeah gov- fu Ln great confuslon, Ancording to the an
evhnent offloiala ntuted Eat Y1 tiwwe | -iouncenents mada on bl May 1978 by Bur~
people should be tmkan Lack on soclal wnd mnse government redie, 1t wus nald that
humanitarinn grounda. The tatal nuaber of varloun banda of arved rebels and Adakun -
rofugesa are anld te Ls ever ona hundred os wualiap wera roaming the border urews

committins all nmorts of crimea. Thore Au

i

theuaand .
now oomplete luohk of law and order In the-
Menns offilolulny o gn border aremn. Also, 1t wanm ntated at
warnod that If the Durmane govavawent re:- the sama Lims Lhat Banglaleeh Lorder [fer-
fused Ly ovaply with thalr ragient, relat- oea Cirad upon the Purwase nruwed forces fer
éonn belwasen Bangludesh and Burms oan  be net lera than three tinas.
annged.
on 12yh Kay 1974, Bang-
" "‘, Henpuhile, niltuation in 1udennh pguvernment cantln' Utf--n:? ;:rut.:Et.
d J/J.p' o F Lhn entive Burmans-Nangladanh hovdar  Aran note or 4111 tresting muvlios from Durma
5 (} 4 ¢ daterlorated day afler duy, [fvan by Lhe un to bl Juraese government,
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Crime Against Humanity -

‘I‘he relgn. of terror let loosp - -

by certaln sections of Burmeso
natlonald -in colluslon with Dur-
moge officiols, clvil and  anmod
forces agalnst thelr own com.
putriots belonging Lo n partlcular
ethnic ahd religious minority in
the Burmese territory of Arskan,
connot but , arouse a decp songo
of indignation and condemnation
in Bangladesh and elsewhere.
This helpless particular minority

group are victims of criminal

acts that include murder, torture,

. rape, molestation of women, forcl-

bly taking away of adult membera
of their familles, arson and loot,

. The rlithless hands are perpetrat-

ing Inhuman {reatment and atroct-

. ties on these unfortunates in thelr

own native land, The ropressive
" .measures * have compelled thess

Burmese nationalg to leave their

“hoarth ancl - home und crosy the

lnternutlonnl frontlor ' und enter
Bangladesh terxitory to save thelr
ltves and honour, By how more
than 100,000 of these victimy
conslsting' o large number of, old

'y men,- women and children have

enlered our land. A good many
of ‘them carry gunshot wounds

. on thelr porsons, Reports from

the Bangladesh-Burmese border

i arens relate the most henrt-rend-

“.ing storles . of victimisatlon of .

© these Burmese nationals,

A
“has created an' acute problem for

’I'he influx of these victline

us, It 1g the human cOnsldorntion

that has obliged the Bungladesh .

government to . provide, these
refugees with shelter \and baslo

needs, And in 6o doing, wo haye .

boer: burdened’ with dn bxtromely
pevere beonomie strain, It s the
regponsibllity of the Burmese
government to meot thelr needs.
Weeks have passed. But the Bur-

. mese would not deslst from the
< Anhuman

meaguros - responslblo
for the exodus of Burmese
nationals to Bangladesh, The

|

: with lt';

Bungludash government hag taken

varlous , steps, including the des.

: putnh of p speolnl onvoy, to fottle

Cthe  problom  throught poaootul
negotlations. Buk in yain, The
Hurmeso suthoritles have not .as!
yot made any positivo Fesponse.

Thoe atroclitles aro stlll belng por- ’

_“petrated on u:mm Dunmse nn-.

~ tlonala,
Thelr influx is contlnuing lo

“Increase day In nnd day out,
giving rise to serious tension in -

the  DBangladesh-Burma border
nreas ond feellngs of extreme
concern and resentment among
the Dnnglndus}us The nltuubion
resulting from the Butmese act{on
5 dotorloxating fast, ereating tho
gravest concern and anxioty for .
us. The Bnngladesh government
has aptly lodged a strong protest
Burmeso  countérpart
ngnlnsb ‘the reprosslve moosures
lnunched by them for forcible
expulslon - of these Burmese
nantionals, :
ment must fully realize the gravity
of tha sltuntion and make positive
‘response to Bangladesh's urge to
stop Inhumnn action and take
urgent and appropriate mensures
for Ihmediate repatrintion of
these Byrmese pationals to thelr,
homes—in the interest of good
nelghbourly relatlons and main-

* tenance of pence in the border,

' Menanwhile, -.as Presidential
Advlser, Prof, Shamsul Hug, has ..

sald In hig eable to thﬂ UN ‘Sacr0~ :

tary General, Dr, Kurf Wntdheim,
the Burmmo inhuman action has .
lmpoamd an intolerable burden on’
tha meagre rogources of Bnngla—
dosh nnd, thore. la nn ncuto ghor-
tage of necessary provislons, in-
cluding  medical and transport
tacllities’, to tackle the refugee
problem, It {5 a human problem,
The pitiable condition of thepe
Burmese refugees con hardly be
deseribed in human languoge.
We urge the world body and In-

The Burmese govern:

¥
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ternationsl ngencles  to provide

. ug with all posalble asslstance RN
2k ::. Siipe- with this alarming situation. i
.17 The Purmesa action fu o grave |
i viulnt on’ of human rights  and
s

4 garnnt!qnally recogmlsed oblgn-

iwr; on- ot all govemmenm fo: qxtemi it
Ll proteatibn tq " ethne minorl: \1*

s
1
B

bes It has, 1g, ho, pregise, totally _j.

%W

\KXQ’

!
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pressure
Burmese

: e
Sccrelnryﬂonm’nl nf ihe Orga”’
nlantlon of Islnmlc Confcrencu
y Dr, Amadou Knrlm Goaye HJ
1 uppcalcd to the i!uallm warl
. to siyongly denounce the atros
" citles, of fhe Burmedo Govern-..
ment on tlr Muslim . min rlly
k and apply all means 1o ¢n ihe .
lnl:umnn actlons, reporl
o In @ statemen wlved In
. Dagep on Tueaczw Secro-
I: enur | gxpronse | r.loo
tlo

rl l eplorable cond
n.o B“:m“ﬁ un :
B aled 'to us

world II:J offer. a{l :

While denguncing the Bur
meqo atrocitles, he nllo dmw
attentlon of the ~world
\ munlw and - called upon lt lu
i mYu ?w PBurmesg LD o:ltlu

aglat 0} lt wmen poll-
. eles. ! a

cmcm sald Aam
drTv}} ‘\!znoir[l and nngulshcd
on.\'h

l llm dap nowa. Wb \
j. bho dastiny. tlm Muu m
i commtmlty in I!mma 10

lorro (! and sulforings_the Mus-

1 Burma  Gre ‘eprrent

? ndcrgning have been eviden
33 varlous Yellable :ouroc- « :

“I"nr morg than sl week

x’ !.ho Mu.';}m uoqunuqlly lu Bu.i
/ ol

o "" 1“&-“-!..1-.;; }Mu‘h.-dh “n sudih T

r
3
i

June 2k 1970

9'0\)‘7“?:' THE- E»M\\éLAJD;sLL 06 SERVER

4ye urges 'Worldz

! persecutlon of chﬂdmlg.

mlllqnc« 10" them: *‘ f’ p 2,(,

violated the YN charter., These ,1
ethnic minority p00ple are bonaﬂl ()
fida Burmese natlonuls bom and i
brought up in ﬁurma Thelr ;orcl s
“blo: oxpulslon ‘from " thelr "owi ,.1

hedrth ; nng tiome s | p crimo ;.
- againgt hupm ty 4% U gées agnlnst
“huinan norm, "It dpyarven tq bo "v*

z conde{pneq the world ove il i L

whoabeist

mm sw qgmwvm

d N

vt 1}. :* o

against’
actlon'ﬂ“

n}n has uean luclns Jl(o ﬁ)

% ."_I' ‘
pcrlec tlon, myr n;: J
fochtion. from * home ho *

milltary aulhorl!lcs 1herc ha.

le.
mo num wnﬂrmd by rellable
" gources, ever since the tra edy
, of the urma Muslims un th q
Influx of refugeea to il B
plo Republio. of Bsm luduh« il
nud ue 1 uuq i i)
on and sequon tlonti lll-
; lm lf pcrt b‘v 10 lu :o (leal
P

¢ af. Womep: Mcﬁ lﬁ

abl o lond a l“"“’"}g
lho ba:zi ang

ﬁn nelg \bourlnu countricn o
an

glndr.sh wneru : .
from hynger, zldcmlcs- ! il
l'lo l‘ e

The nctonl comm u
(‘ovommén Burma agoainst
jts Muslim pwlonala cwly

' ;howa the fanatle objectlves i

which negate the bnslc humnu
flghls and as BUC b ! |i
come i responsiblo: unor}ly
which rcspociu the rghm af
pne of ‘lts commu tles bk
draw ' world at lenllcn to
tho “tragic, sitpation of - that
communlly and, call on Tt ]
authorities *

ho Burmese
'? gus rom g | h man -

ollclcu nppcal lo e
l’ world to strongly cnnum:«a1

these pets ond. to A pply o
! Er:c P\o end :them and to

alfer all necessary psglstpnce § to |
b melr bruthm h. ,‘M(.h,ﬁ,.a AR I e
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PROCLAIMATION ON MU SLIM EVICTION

peoples of Kachin, Karen, Pa-0,

gglgungtilahq,tfhnn and Wa, in deep soFTow, hereby exprese our hear-
felt aympathy to the defenceless Muasllima who fled to escape lhe
compound recial 'and religious persecution by the Rangoon Government
Traglc injuastice connlved by the barbarlc 0;4

could only be performed by the inhuman armed force
of

We, the Representatives of the

e
armed forces, Sich

™ e
Rangoon Government

who for years have been continuously ingrained in the practice

performing endleas atroclty.

all Nations and to all men we hereby proclalm our
will to continue and fight to
Burme se Soeialist Pro-

To the world, to
determination with a singleness of
victory against the Rangoon Government and the
amme Party who are dominated. by the barbaric Purmese. We have stru-
st the Burmans for some thirty yearo. ThOﬁéh
we still continue the fight time and
fighting

gr
grled and fought agalin

we lost thousands of Patriota,

agbin our resourcen are exhausted and yet tho flow of our

soul has not dimini shed.

nt to free ourselven from the yoke of the
n Independent Sverelgn

religion or sex are free

Burme aé

The reason we wa
dominations is that, we want to bulld our ow

States where all people regardless of T
mocial, cultural and religlous

aconomical,

‘___——-—-—"
to enjoy political,
Treedom and equal rights.

L] §
ars, with no aid 6f any nature from any

we, for the past thirty ye
rnment

nation, fought jointly orx separately, agalnst the Burmese Gove
of the then U Nu and mow Ne Win, to liberate all people from all walk

of 1ife from the evils derived from the proce reing of DBurmene mechi~

nery of Burmanleration.
00 in number, who fled to Bangladaesh

to emcape rape, lootin from the Burmese troops

are in genuine distress, {a now our concern, and that of all freedom
loving muslims as well. The Ommab Iiberation Front (Burma)  which
represents over 4 millions of mualims in Burma, and as a Chapter
Member of this Alliance, has recently appealed to the Muslim Devouts,

‘through the Muslim World Ieague and the World Muslim Congress, to
devote and pray to Allah the plmighty to bestow Gracious Blessing unto

. these distresmed Muslims in Bangladesh border.

The one particularity that the Muslims of Burma are looked down by
decendants of  the

Thore Muslims, more than 85,0
g and physical asspult

Buddhist Burmans ia, that while 95% are the
@mitio-Arian Race and the rest are from the Tihetan-Mongoloid like



b )

the rest of the other nationalities in Durma. These people though

they have mettled down for generaltion and regennfngan in centuries,
the dissimilarity in raclal origin and features have falled to erase

‘the racial dis-harmony the Burmans have practiced over them as aliens,—

Here in the jungles, we work together with our brother Muslims who

have been denied of all political, economical, and soclal freedom,
LS e
The Western Powers have neglected us and left us as pawns between

tfe Red China and the Maffia who up to this date created politioa

_chaos, uncertainity.

We beseech to all the governments of the Islamle Nations to mee to
the plight of the 4 millions Muslims in Burma and to help them live
peacefully with dignity.

We propose that the leadera of Muslim Nations assume the responsi-
bility for the administration of rellief welfare with measures on the
principle that the interests of these people 1o paramount, and ‘to
accept as a macred truat, the obligation to promote to the utmoét,
the well being of our people who have been reduced to the status of
inhuman condition by the saﬁage and covert plan of Burmanishtlon.

The Ommat TIiberstion Front, together with every one of us, now
approach the leaders of the Islamic Nations, the champlona of Muslimas
cause, to kindly focus your brotherly benovelence and shower onto us

material and monetary aid which we extremely need.

We appeal Mualim Nations to hasten your help so that we oould be in
a ﬁbaition to contain the Burmease racist movement which 1f not checked,
Iﬁflme the machine of Burmanisation would consequently be able to
sufTooate all InsufTerable groans from the suppressed people who in
hunger and diseaded, can yet pass their days in agonies, frustration

e —
]

and terror.
o RS ¥
We shall appreciate and be grateful if Muslim Nationas shall deem 1t

as a humanitarlan favour to delegate a fact finding team to work in
collaboration with uas.

We implore Musglim Nations to jJoin us to topple the tyrannical bar-
barian regime of Rangoon. Your co-operation and financlal alds will

help us win thias war of liberty for all.

Meyr 17, 1978 ATTE S0t~
e O _ OMMAT LIBERATION FRONT (DURMA)
KAGHIN INDREPENDENCE ARMY o~
ALL KAREN INDEPENDENGE ORGANT SAMTON (DELLA) ¥
PA-0 NATIONAL ORGANI SATION
PALAUNG SATE LIBERATION ORGANI SATION «~
SIAN sr,ﬁw PROGRE S8 PARTY <~
ILAHU NATIONAL UNITED PARTY «~
WA NATIONAL ARMY.
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; n n " ?slq{:; but ‘wers duto to bo [05\!11’(_(.;4. In
hul‘uel. uf l' nac b Rangoon. Before this’ happened, how-

Disturhancg on the '
By Daud Majfis ol R i ‘
Dncca: th:;t".g I:Is tecept vislt Itclr{:. mé I“E
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A0S BAVERSED

lurmese  Foreign Minlste adjer- i
eral n aung _ described  his LA BT RATY
country’s bopder with Bangladesh' as “‘a Myltkylnoe
border of ‘Pea(_:c."‘ Oné. week ‘after he i R
‘returned "home, the border became ' Abaros
__symbol ‘of  woe for thousarids of Dur-, URIRRE
Sy cHINA

mese ‘Muslims who were ' evicted l‘rpm--'

thelr homes ‘In Arnkan proyince " and.*
pushed intd Bm*lhdo'lh.' et By
TAL the time 'of wrlting”/ morg' than ™!
70,000 Burmese natlonals had 'gmgsml s
“to Banglh egh aucklnnl'snncl.uury,from"‘
"“what they allego Is “Inhuman torlure,

atracitiey and systomallc' porsceution™ *

g .‘,I

R R L
nas 5 ey iy e

) ’L MQ"VW“'.‘:-Mn;myn o
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Ui puRMA.
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G R
A el

t by the Burmese ‘authoritles. According’ {
to one estimate more than 50,000 evict- i A widath
*ed Durmiess natlonals’ pro ‘stll'living ln!‘;‘ Al g
o 'junglegl ‘along the border &”W tol i rl‘ﬁ‘"" v il e .,
et Into pangladesh.” iR Ll ‘ll . ;ﬁ)}h Wi\ ] paga
1" gome of the refugeot who have taken” " | v '},._t-lz-*,’v‘flﬂ‘_ e e
shelter In Bangladesh fear that the Pur- " h@,ﬁ{#\i’;’if{;‘j.‘, NGOONO
ST B

- mese authorlties are trying to evict vir-t
the 1.2 million Muslims from

tually all £
Arakan, Rangoon conslders them for-

o . W e MR

out are

a e lund. Very fuw are

Ty doninule Arukun's

7 n e clush belween tho*

orlglnal Dyrmese and (he Arakan Ro-

“hingya is mainly cconomic: the natlves

wanl lo take over what the Rohingyu
built up over the centurics, L

nlso bave’
Tonlly ficI,
o

S Roh e Burmese Muslims ln‘I

Arnki ( b |
for perlods ranging (rom -
ons 10, Tee centuries. Some of

& wenl Lo Burma lrom what”
is now Buangladesh's vastern distrfel of
~ Chittagong, but over the years they lost
contact with thelr original pomeland. © 1 Action to evict the Rohingya from
“They have neither relations nor friends — Arakan_began_ in 1942 whe %
in this country, Most do not even speak 400,000 Muslims W_om_nf
 the language, -+ - . ] Burma, About 700,000 have gone 1o
The evicted Burmese Muilims con- -PuKIETan, some to the Middle Lyst' aued -
tinue'to pour into Bangladesh in an un- Canada. The remainder live in” Banglas
ending stream, hauntgd by the memory desh, - ' - AR
of 1hejnlmrrilying experience and ex-' ' When the Burmese Government intro-
hausted! by the perllous trek to safety. " duced Identity cards for its chizens, the
All telli the same fale: armed Burmese! ™' Rohingya Muslims were refused national
goldlers -came in hordes:to thelr area,”* registration’ cards (NIC). Instead they
singled out the women for rape and the, were - offer «d i Toreipners registration
vyoung mon for murdor, “ enrds (1FRC). pul they pfugoed Lo aoeept
- Offlelully six cumps have been-estab- — tliet and demanded NRCs glneo Lhoy
lished forithe refugees. But they also set” Hyere genuine Burmese nutionals, The res
.up camps an thelr own Inltintive ds they'* sult was that 'mosl rocolved no card ab
. rench Bangladesh. They ate all strangely *allin ! " vy 4 gty ARy
sllent, speaking only when directly ques- * " The few who were issued NRCs hd
{ioned. In one camyp, this correspondent 4o 'surrender them a year ago,'hecauso
met Sultan Ahmed, who last year par-  the authorities: wanted the cards - “in
vegted about 1,000 tons of rice from pis feonnection wilh a survey," and neyer
.own * land.« He crossed to Banglndesh ' gol them bk, Now Lhe non-cordhold-
with about 80 members of his family.' _ers ‘are belt : !
At 75 he is now a pauper, He says his* [rom to one esli-

. 30-year-old son, Shamsul Alam, yas kid- te more (han 6,000 such
TGS e b 1

car ke

" Indeed,

cigners, while Bangludesh does pol act"” “"Most of t}nqsc being thrown |
copl thepm us 118 notlonals, Counfl L : by !

“gver, It ls alleged that {he Durmese .
authorities unleashed o campalgn? of |
terror agnlnst the Arakan Muslims ing.
unllateral bld to solve what they, now
(escribe as thelr ”n}[norlty prfbblb.nll."“ o
‘. v Denzil Peirls  writes: . Observers-’
noting tho reverse flow of refugees from''
Rurmn Into Pangladesh would have been’
ceminded "of an Asinn sayingi "8aturn
[the god of misfortung] hag dropped on '
to the beggar's bowl" Undoubtedly, the;’
WInternational basket: cass,!™ ns Bongln: ;
desh was * dubbed by jormer” United’
Sintes gecratory of state Hoenry Kisslnger
during the' 1971 liberation wor, could
not toke on the extrn bu:do’:l of fooding
t‘nd sholtering those refugees, i i g
{ Burma's Ministry "“of Home * Affairg’
“suld 'the Government was; Mjmploments -
fng a project for the systemalie sergtiny”’
df 1wo|:llo"runldlng)n_ the Stalo for Clﬂﬁﬁf‘.‘
figatlon’ gf oltlzens’ ahd forelgners” aoe,
cording to the Jaw and for gxpoping and
| taking - hetlon® agalnst' forlgners * V(_hb“'
! have entered tho country Ioegally 47"
the' Durmese ' Government
_ sald that other races besldes the Bengalis
had  bueon mperutinlsed," After Inspoc- y
ttong [rom Decomber ]13-31 last year, 3
petion hnd been taken apalnst 174 Chl<
pese under the Reglatration of Torolpn-.
crs Acl, Others at the rocelving end of
| the searches included Nopplese, Pakls-
~tanis ond Indjony. :
[ purmas claims that: duirlpg " one  of
{hese operations  towatds llw/,reiul of
April, “'becauso of agltation by unscrin
« pulous persons and because they* were
| unable to produce bona Jide registration
_curtificates, about 19,457 Bengalis aban- .
| doned their homes and absconded,”:
While Burma blamed the Bengalis for
their exodus and denled allegations of
rachl discrimination,”it Is possible that -
some officlals engaged In the searches.’
miy have been eaught up in the atmos-
phere of resenitment against immigrants.
“Colonlal rule Ty Al o whethur
Fronch or Diljlal - hos left povoral timo
bombs In the form of face fension, ‘A
fonture of nlion ruls was the impartation -
of Indentured labout, traders and minor
! offlclals to the' coloniog.*Some forelgn
l/\slau traders- functioned' s usuripus!
moneylenders, npd merchants tg whom-
peatants wero forced to soll crops at ox-'
plodtative prices to gottlo loans, **
Growlng tich  through these denls, '
some fmmigrants became: rural land-
Towners. The crops -they . harvested in-

“cluded implacable ) resentment against
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rnapped- and -murdered by ! Burmese - lo _
olders, = ! B ] o0 ¥ Burly in Apn s Dangladesh presi- “themselyes. ‘ 3
Y Madwm Khatun Khutun, 32, came dentlal adviser, Kozl Anwarul Ty, went Thls Jnlest oxodus conld huve becn
with her three children because “the * lo Rangoon'tlo Initinte negotiations, [ partly spurred by fmpoverished Burmeso
brutes ‘killed my husband,” Like mos! 2L which :continued s when the Burmese  peasanls seeing an-opportunity to grab
of the lutest wave ol refugees, alic comes « -« Foreign Minister came to Dacen In mid- somu of the property and,other posses-
Lfrom,l}uthodong district. -« ¢ o Aptil, The negoliations were inconclu=  sions of the allen Bengallg, o s i
i 305, it . ! b oy L L ! L RN :
v : ll-““.ujr:_-...l y o ; i :. ; i 3 0 l}
J 4 M.ﬁ\’- !gi ]975 A . 0 4 . FAREASTERN ElCONO_PI\f)IQBEYlEW‘,:"F
Wiy ik b H‘r-}rl{-" i i. ‘;I'."‘.l y , bl b i £ _"' (it i “ A ‘."_ ; J
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Burma

[ 3 n %
ho . on-going  exlerminalion

r oporallon of u very sovera
noture known 03 the NAQA

MIN  (Drugon  Oporatlon) has boen
launched in Arnkan  in order 1o
annihiiate  the remaining  Muslims
population of the reglon. This  wer-
cllosn dirocious operntlon  has boon
goloy on slnce Februnry, 1970 under
speclal supervision of Depuly Home
Minister U Khin Maung Tl diroctod

by the Jfacist Government of Gonoral
Neo Win.

On the day of Fab, 6,

1978 a number of 250 woll nemod
Immligreation officlnls arclved nt Akyab
from  Rangoon. They . starled the
Dragon Operation at Akyab ‘Town.
and Its suburban aren on the 11ith, Feb,
110 with the aclive colluborntion of a
large numbor of heavily armed forces
from Burma Army, Durma  Navy aod
Police department togothor with the
members  from ¢lvil admialgtrntion
departmont and tho Magh membory of
(he Dygrmoye Soclollst  Progromme

d  Parly (BSPP), Durivg the courso  of

ruld' they encirclod and blocked the
Muslim Quartors and vlllages al dawn
(the prayer timo for Muslims) und
mndo houso to house senrches. Thoy
stavlod Dharassivg nond acrosting  lots
of innvcent Rohingyas voder the fulse
and wanton ullegations that they uro
iegnl immigrunts from  Banglndesh,
So fur aver AH000  Rohingyar (moen,
women, oldmen, childron and  pre-
gnant  women) woro arrested. Thoy

* ware klckod, benten and poragouted,

Finally, they woro tnken awny to tho
concentratlon eamps. The conlitlon
of theso concentrallon camps aro
considerod worsa than wolitary con-
flnemont, Mono of them nro suppllod
adequate food nnd other necossitles
of |ife;. No relative and frlonds aro
allawed, to visit them. Many of them

atq"tlylriu of bunger, maluulritlon und
luglk of modlenl cure.

On 17ta-Feb,, T8 woutton

wonien horded like nnlmals In the army
trucks wore (nken to nnd fro belween
conconltralion caraps and Lhe Akyab

The

Ceanlral Jnil. The boastly Tmmigeation
officlnls and the police constables wore
g0 rough  ond mercilos In  tronling
with the women folk - that thousands
of Robingyas of the “arpas waturnlly
got provokod nnd turned out for n
demonstration calling  (or the imma-
dinto releane of the innpcont Rohlugyas
and atoppugo of (he Dragon Qperatlon,
But the pollce and ncmy gpened Indlg«
criminate gun Nring at the demonsiras
tors killing 4 of the poacelul demons-
lrutvrs and Injuciog olhers serlously,
Subsequently, the pollce and the army
arcoslod many  Musllms  prominent
persons nnd tho students on the suapi-
olon of belng tha Insllgators of the
demonst ratlon, Some of hom wero
killed duo. 1o brutal bealing. Among
{hose who wero nrresled ls n very
fumous  Muslim percher pamely Maus
Innn Abdul  Mopmat of  Kawardull
(Amburl villngo (rhets), Akyab, Ho was
arrested at mldnlght from his  homo
aid was tortured  Inhuwnaly.  1Me.
wis bontan by gun bults, hls -boned,
woro pluekod and burnad aa a rosull of

wihich ho sucoumbed tp“denth due (o
Wy [njurios on Peb 27

On 18th February, 78

tho mobile court had imprlisoned over
two thousand Robingyns In Jalls under
po-cnllod Immigration Act 6 (2) ; Na-
tlonal Registeatlon  Act 13 (1), and
Foroignees Registration Act 5 (1) They

*aro atlll In the conceniralion camps,

Thoto ure many Ipslnnces whogo pa.
tonls nro consldorod o ba tho cltizens
of Durmna, bul thelr childron are cone-
domned 10 be sllens. Somethlng so
puzzllng lo slmpla  common sonva.
This s tho wny how laws of tho juugloa
ure praclisad In Durma today,

On 20th February, 78

n moollng was hold In the Arnkan
Stato Hall, Akyab whero Wastorn
Command  Commandar  Col. Min

Qavng, ond  Chalrman  of  the
Aruknn Stute Major Kynw Mauog
(Magly)  hnd  dollversd  spesohos on
the operatlon, Thoy  oponly (hrons
tonod the Iluhlhwul that thoy will tnke
sorious aclion, nocessary will pass
denth sontonce, I[ any Robhingya Is
found to bo stundlug agulnst tho lntors
est of the Dragon Qperation,

Pangudesh ILLUSTRATAD WREKLY



_authorltles are

On 2|3t Feb-' 73 nows wns
oblalned that  most of  the women
(approximutely 500) In the conconlras
tlon camps wero vory harshly lnterro-
gnted, helplossly benton and  wore
aubjocted to rape, 1t [+ honrl bronk-
lng to  report that madeily of = oue
mothers and slsters (W0%  of Lhem)
wers raped by the chuuvinist police-
men, lmmigration personnel, and the
Burma miltarymen. Liven some: of the
young gltls ware tnken nwuy from the
concentrntion camps. They are sl
missing. g

t should not be out of poinl lo

I mentlon here that the womon and
men includiog their children are

kept in the same room wlthout glving
uny fucillty of bath, wnshlog, latrine,
delnklog  nnd  sleeping sinco their
arrost, It lg also  known (hat the
! polsoning (e food
doliberately lo the prisoners in the
concentrutlon camps. Upto lhe ond
of Pebruary noarly 30 Rohingyus died
of starvatlon, rupo, loriure, mucder
ole. The aulhorities even did nol

allow dead bodies 1o be tuken nwny
by (helr

for buciul, One

Vietime of rape

rolutlvos

Ho

can imoging the MNazitiko alrocitles
are boing commited to our Rohingya
ptople la the concentration enmps,

. On 1Ist  March,
wonl

p group of oparntion  purty
to Myobon townshlp of; Kyauklaw
Olstrlet and nrrealed  over 300
Rohingyns. All ol (hem were thrown
into the jalla without nny legal pro-
ceduro,

On 3rd March, 78

the Dragon Operntion  tonm wonl (o
Kyauklaw township and arrested about
200 Mohingyas. Must of the Rohingyas
hearth

of the area desoriod tholr
and honie in fear of rape and helnous
alrocities  commiled by boh the
government  ofliciuls oy well s the
locul Maghs.

On 5th March, 78
an  advange group of  Turma Army

under the command of Major Saln
Min  wany posted Lo Buthldaung and
Mauogdaw aren as an suxiliary force
for helping the Dragon Operatlon,
This group of wrmy directed a forror
of rapes, murders, und looilngs upon
e Rohlugyus In the Buthidaung aron.

On 9th March, 78

daughters and wlves of many promi-
nont Rohingyns of Duthidaung township
waoro  brutnlly raped by the army-
mon. ‘Thore worgp also  many nuch
fnstances und evidonces of Inhumnan
erimes commitiod to  letsor kKnown
pooplo. ' I

On 10th Mafch, 78

tho Durmoeso Army ontered Tharat-
knmanu and Durbruchaung villages, a
couplo of mwlles away from Duthi-

daung lown, apd raped many young
gicls and looted the villugers,

On I5th March, 78

4 Dorma Maval gun-boats arrived st
Duthidaung from Akyab. Thote gun-
boats brought 200 immigration offlolals
Including some of senlor ofcors such

as Major Seln  Min, Captain ~ San
Seln, Immlgration officer  Paw Zau,
Pooples’ Judgo Aung Seln Tun and

Inspoction ofMcer Kyaw Tha Nu.

On 16th March, 78
]
ol Duthidaung ofitly in tho motning,
the immigration  porsonnel starled

- house to houte Inqulry and arrested

moro than 300 Rohlagyss  Inoluding

3
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some 60 young glrir, some of  Lham
were high school studenta. The dau-
ghter of retired <ub-Inspector of police
Abdyr Rahim, the daughter and slster
of Abdus Siad, the daughter of
A. Rashor (1chool toncher) aro amony
thote who wero molestod Inhumanly
by the Burma Army, Immigration
porsounsl and local Maghs, Judges
of the moebile courta composed  of
immlgrailon officials, Soclallst Pro-
gramme Party momboecs. (local Maghs)
and .other lacal authoritios had
sentanced mora than 30 young gltls
nllegntions
that thoy aro ollens. Thoy kept (hewm
In thele ofMcos all nlght and victim-
fsad them to rapo and other cruoltios.

On ,I17th March, 78

about 100 Imprisoned Rohlngya glrhy
were Iransported from Buthidaung to
the Maungdaw jall. On (he samo day
It was. reporied that one young glrl
Kabla (18 years old) was Inhumanly
rapod by about 20 jail policomen of
the Akysb Contral Jull and dlod after

somd hours later,
A

57

On 18th March, 76

thousands of Rolilngyas from Kyauk-
taw, Akynb, Ruthednung, Myebon,
Buthidaung eote. contloned to run away
to snfor places. Most of them reached
Maungosmu, Wabug, Kwardall (Qyl-
annbran), Pronpro (Mloglagel), Hotl-
mara (Sunthoybrun) elo, elc. villnges
of Mnungdaw on (helr way (o soek
refuge In Dangladesh. &

On 19th March, : 78

5women of Mo, 2 Woeslern Quarlers
Duibidaung, who escaped Into hiding
In foar of tupe woro discovared by tho
Atmy, They wore tnken to the militnry
camp whero thoy wero dishonoured
and raped.

On that duy the Durma Army rapod
wife of Samiuddin, dnughter of Abdul
Azlz, and killad her at the Ngnkylm!nuk
pass. Thoy also looled 17 refugeo
fumlilios who woere crosslug (he Mayu
Mountaln ranges. !

On 20th March, 78

the Drogon Oporntlon team wonl lo n

famous village culled “Nyoungehau vg

south of Buthldnung and launc.hod thelr
crimlnnl atroclilos ound a class  was
takon placo bolweon the operallon purly
and (ho villogers, Asa rosult 3 lano-
cent Rohingyus wore shot to doealh,

On the sama day on oldman who
wns fleolng with bis young glrl nlong
the  Muungdaw-Buthidavog rond was
attuckod by 7 local Mnaghs, and they
enrricd awny hle daughter forcibly.
Tho young girl wns raped and kijled
< by them. . .

On 21st March, 78

the oparution fenm want 1o Ngwediuuny
(Moldaung) villnge whora they lootwl
andd tortured tho  villagors. Sn, most
of tho villagors wenl to the hill side
lo cross over the Mayu mountulu ren-
gos but the Durmn army followed and
capturad 50 of tham, " They wero torlu.

_red barborously and detulned” them fn
the Ruthidaung Jail,

Tho natlonallst hMaghs were In (ull
partnecship in looting the Rohlogya

villages specinlly for rice, paddy and
other Ilvestock.

On 24th March, 78

a moollng waa held at thoe Maungdaw
Clnoma Hall whora tho Muungdaw Parly
Ualt Qonoral Soerolary Kyuw Aya pros
plded ovor tho megting, He suongly
wanted the poopla of tho aren nofto
help thote Rohingays who ran away
from (holr villagoes. v

On .25th March, 78

Caplaln - Zaw Win (Magh), from lhe
Pakira Dazar (Thamantha) oamp, urrosts
od many ronownod Muslim © religlous
pronchoros In Mudngdaw. -

1. Maulana Noman S/o Maulana
Motlor Riahman (35 years old), Hatl-
marn villnge, '
¢« 2. Maulana Mubarpk 8/a Darbash
All (35 yours old), Hatlmara villago,

5, Maulana Zafar Slo Darboesh All
(30" yeacs old), Halimara village,

4. Ameer. DIl Mohammed 8Sfo

Sawkit (34  years old), Halimara
vilnga. 2

This boastly Army oflficer lopriured
all tho Maulanes: very Inhumanly on
nllegation thal they have beon glving
food and sholler to the refugevs who
came over from Duthldaung sida,

On Whe  snhno nllegation tha &x-
beadman  Sultan  Abmed of Dudan
viilago and Hajl Sultan of Foklrapacn
(Krarubgan wero alao arrostod  apd

boaten morchlessly. Later they wero
taken to the Maungdaw Jall,

Dungladesh LLUSTRATED WERKLY

LY
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5 Belief ‘Needs For,.’ BurmeseRergeeS

“absenco of a solutlon of thig pro- -
* blem through Initintive from the = -

_can to help the -refugees In thelr ..
< enmpg survive disease, ‘decay and
_death, . . Ny

We gratefally commond. the
rollof oporatiop that have hoon 8o
expeditiously organised and are - .
heing conducted by the UN Agen-
cles as A major soureo of relief for
tho refugees from Burmb. In the,

Burmese ‘government—and - that -

" cquld be chiefly through repatria- '
tion of these bonafide cltizens to -
thelr own country-—the only thing
that can be done s to do all we

s o With refugees. stiN flbwing in .
" across the borderat tho rate of
* goyernl lhougands a day the re- .

. gultant human’ exodus is one of

"~ nota with extreme satldfaction ..
*thet our nppeal has - elicited 8

! it‘t.m“ most_touching in modern his- ..
“tory,-And the lack of reaction and .

* peen dolng Its best to provide re-

responise to pleas from tho dtfect-

" ed country to the Burmese govern .

" ment—wlth* the reports of inlen .
‘sifled drive in Burma pushing this
othnle and veliglous minority .

. geross the border Into Bangladesh

' {9 . bound to bave compounded
the problem and necentupted the
‘tragedy, Locally Bangladesh hag

llef to these In distress, And wo

quicls and sizablo 1-espt.::ns'e* from * ..

. the: outsida world-—particularly -

from UN Humanltarian and rellef i
agencles, . Upil;ed Natlons High

" Commissioner for Refugees (UN-

HCR) Dr. ' Barnard Zagorin's
Thursday Press “Conforence in.
Diicea shows tho extont of humank
tarlan concorrfelt by the rolevant

2 UN ngonclos abopt the probloms

and of the relief in cash and kind

]
i

THE HANFH.}‘\I‘JL&SH OBSERVER

that fp belng prganised for the puer.
cour of these uprooted Wmend,,

Wo express’ our- gratltude ind,lvl"

ihat has conie forwerd with reliet WL

dunlly to every agency OF sORBERY §

“and help. 'fo_;j- the Burmesg; ¥esiy
fugees; "+ I e LG

" Quite naturally 11 will o some, :
timo heford: rellef pn an adequatd -

senle would got orgonlsed, ‘Andr
equally undprstandably, ps Teport-" -1t

¢d by . Zagorin; the food’ sups.: M
plied to them 1s yet: inqthquai;o;.;}’ﬁ;:“

so must bo sheller andi mediogl’: "/

" ald, Under elroumsfances fuch ag. i )

fhese what fs reassuring s, thaby' .
plthough o fag aboutb 119, s;é;gth,e_l.i

hiive *occurred | the ‘onmps
prompt supply. of yellef {in.all

essentlal * forms jould ' prevenfiyinlt

mortallty and produce g gepery,
ally improved conditions- 'atfﬂ"tn'q','f,j:. :
comps. We: repont:our appoal. };o,,'w:j‘
Individual - countries—hoth Mus-}]

A

Lim and qtheyg—for rellef in: paghoi. '3
- and kind.in the packground of the.

UNHCR slx-month ‘progigmme of - "
rellef for the refugees, We 8lsQ np
penl to' the international * fomy; i
munily and the member gtates of. "
the UN to bring pressure tp bear.
upon the Bur_mesé‘govelrnmarit‘ to’ .

i

4
. speedily put ap end fo such an, -[.?" |
" éxodud of 1fs bonatide cifizeng and 1]

to bave the réfu_'gees safely “ re

turn home,. The isgue fundamery

to securlty dnd exigtence that any

~ ethnical or ! xpligloun i minarity

should be glven in any* couniry,

]

For, “unless j solutlon I pressed, ', ';"f.s

and foupd In thdse logal terms arid’ "¢

tha Burmege government iﬂ"mndgl":f_ .
to foo ronson the opon-ppdodnoss
of tha problom would only Aggra< . f
misory' and tragedy, ' O

vate the '
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EDITORIAL

. Ry

Reports of mass exodus, wan-
ton Killings and crueltics per-
petwied on the 3 million Mus-
lims in Burma e tragic, 1t s a
challenge to the conscience af
humanity and a serious occasion

for soul-searching. Why should
the human blood be so cheap;
why should the peace of the inno-
cent not be protected! Loud vot-
aries of liaman rights and high
ideals ol the United Nations
Charter; exponents ol social jus-
lice and  lighters  apgainsl
imperialism and neo-colonialism
must now act to stop the blood
bath of poor victims, This is an
appeal in the name of humanity,
to the dignity of man; to human
brotherhood and the comity of
nations - to all irrespective ol
their palitical ind religious orien-
titions.

The extent of reported perse-
cution and deprivations that the
Burmese Muslims are sabjected
to, ix somewhat comparable (o
what the Muslims in the Philip-
pines, Thailand, Tndia, to men-
tion only a few, receive from their
respective  governments, Latest
figures indicate that about 100
thousand  Muslims in - Arakan
were either killed or fled to Bang-
lndesh since the de-Islamization
campaign was launched by the
Military regime of Burma. Mus-
lim institutions and  properties
were reported to be either burned
or plundercd,

The Muslims ip Arakap knpwn
as Rohingyas are the dipgef prog-
eny of the carly Muslim sejflers of
the land ihlu:\hiling the Areq, as an

Bl

ethnic race. They lived lar cen-
turies with the Maphs of Burma in
perleet peace and ity natil the
year 902 when ot the heinous
instigntion ol the  Buddhist
Nationalists, hundreds ol Rohin-
pya scettlements were devasiated
and about 80,000 ol unarmed imd
peacelul Rohinpyias were save
agely massacred, Sinee then il
becomes the vegular phenome-
non ol the Burmese Government
to let loose their aets of genocide
on the Burmese Muslims. The

Socialist Republic ol the Union ol

starled

Burma has  recently
Dragon  oneration on

Arakanese Muslims just on the
cve ol Presidental election in

1C

_Ilunglmlush held on June 3, 1978

development, Religious and cul-

tural harriers should not stand in
the way ol their development it
harmany and solidarity were (o
be achieved in that country. The
greatness ol u nation like Burma,
in essenee, hings on the cohesive-
ness and unity ol its people. 1t
citnnot succeed with its popula-
tion  segmented into hostile
proupings with the minority wal-
lowing in poverty and ignorance;
while the others, because ol their
numerical strength and social pos-
ition, are reaping all the benelits
accruing  from  the  economic
wealth of the nation. Tostrike the
halanee of harmony requires that
the Muslims in Burma be given a
sense of belonging, a feeling thai

and Just aller the  Moscow-
oriented conp in Alghanistan in
the first week of Muy, 1978,
Majority-Minority — relation-
ships are  alwiys sensitive, We
have to bear in" mind that, like
other minorities everywhere, the
Muslims in Burma are enlitled to
protection and seeurity. This is
the basic principle of * Social jus-
tice™ universally acknowleidped
by all civilized nations (o insure
the well-being and seearity ol all
their populition, without distine-
tion of race, color or religion. No
portion of the population ol any
civilized nation can be the vietim
ol povernmuent apathy and neg-
leet without doing violenee to this

Lenign philosophy.

Without need ol Turther stress,
the Muslims in Burma deserve to
be assisted in their growth and

“The Institute of Muslim i.\dinnri!y Affairs (IMMA)|

they have o future in their own
country.  This can be done
through applying the principles of
lnw and equily, lln'nug{h'(llc exer-
cise ol patienee and caution, and

Ly the recopnltion of the snnetlty
ol human rights, the pmlccHun ol
propertics as well as educational
and relipious institutions,

While we address this appeal to
the povernment and peaple of
Harma o exercise  their high
sense of deceney and morality in
treating their countrymen judici-
ously, we ask all the nations ol the
waorld and the Muslim countries
in particular to perform their
inescapable obligations towards
the sulfering Muslims in Burma,
The adoption of the “wait and
see attitude would endanger the
peace ol mankind. We priy that
we all rise to our collective duties
lowards peace and harmony.

FPOATLOKAS B oty & Pralhsting. desdidaly

| MAY, 1978.
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By Muzzammil Hag

The Arakanese are Burmans
albeit with an admixture ol Indinn
blood, and their language is
comewhat archaic form of Dur-
mese. From historical evidence it
has been established beyond any
shadow of doubt that the Bur-
mese Muslims have had  their
coots in Burma for the last one
thousand years. The Muslims of
Arakan have o more than 1300-
year-old tradition, culture, his-
tory and civilization of their own
expressed in their  shrines,
cemeterics, sancluaries, social
and cultural institutions  found
scattered even toduy in every
nook and corner of the land,

Within 50 years ol its advent
(i.e. 610-660 A, Islam was
(irst introduced in Arakan during

the reign ol some Hindu
monarchs  who preeeded the
Chandra  dynasty (788-957

A.D.). This was the work ol the
Sufli Mystics and Arab, Moorish
and Persian traders,

From the 7th to the 10th cen-
quries the capitals of present
Arakan were successively at
Waseli, Launggret and & few
other cities along the river Lemro
when !induism and Buddhism
prevailedin the region. Dutsome-
time after the influx of Muslims a
Mongolian invasion took place in
Arakan which ended the Chandra
dyaasty in 957 A.D. ‘The position
of the Mongolians was 50 well
established  that  they  werc
acclaimed as  King-makers in
Arakan. They did notaspire tosct
up any kingdom of their own till
the momentous year of 1430
A.D. when the deposed Buddhist

restoredtto the thone of Arnkan
under the Muslini name of
Sulniman later corrupted into
Saman or Saw Mwen, Sulaiman
was the first king of this lisl
dynusty of Mrauku, With him
there began a new era in the his-
tory of Arakan, It took the kings
of Arakan a hundred years there-
after to learn the doctrine ol
Islam. For the nex| hundred years
1430-1530, Arakun remained
very close to Muslim Bengal in
history and politics, In 1531 AD,
7 abauk’ Shah under the assu med
Magh title of Minbin ascended
the throne and founded  the
Mratiku empire which extended
upto Moulmein in Jower Durma.
Persian was (he court language ol
Mrauku from 1430 AD.

When Zabauk Shah came 10
the throne (1531-53 A.D) he
(urned Mrauku into the strongest

[ortified city of the Bay. The sud-
den rise of Arakan into unpre-
cedented importance in the Bayis
principally duc to its Islumization,
Zabauk  Shah embellished
Mrauku with mosques, pagodas
and monuments. The nrchitec-
ture of mosques and monuments
was neither Indo-1slamic  nort
Indian but of a particular type
which came to be known as
“Benpali Muslim Architecture”
of the Muslim Dengal period.
Hundreds of saints and their
followers  came, in  different
times, to Bengal and the repion
now known as Arakan, from Per-
sia and other Muslim lands along
the old-established sea route and
spread themselves in towns and
remote villages. The "Astana ol
pir  Dadr al-Din-i-Alam is
gituated on the coast of the Bay ol

Bengal, at Akyab. Local people
traditionally call it the Dargah of
Pade Mosqum, Alawal and his
teacher Dawlat Kazi, the two
famous poets of 16th century
Dengali Literature were Court-
poets of the Arakan Couneil, 1t is
proved from this fuct that Mus-
lims had been living in Arakan
from time immemorial. The
Magh dielect of Arakan quite dif-
ferent from the Burman dialect ol
Burma. Persian was retained as

By 1885 A.D. the whole of
Burma was conguered by the
Britlshers and in 1937 [t was
geparated from India und {1 was
granted independence in 1948,
Arakan achieved statchood on
December 15, 1974 under the
gocialist Republic of the Unianof
Burma headed by U Ne Win.
The entire present Muslim
population of Arakan are the
direct progeny of the carly Mus-
lim settlers of the Jand inhabiting
the arca, as an ethnic race, for the
Jast 1316 years and number about
15,000,000 inclusive of nearly
5,000,000 who emigrated 1o
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
U.A.E, Saudi Arabia, UK,
U.S.A., Singapore and Thailand
{0 escape perseculion. Almost all
Indigns and Pakistanis number-
ing about 12,000,000 who had
come (o Burma as immigrants left
(he country by the year 1942 and
a negligible number who stayed
on because of their interests in
business, industry and immovable
propeily were obliged to leave to
the last person by 1964, Hence,
{here is now no real question of

any infiltration of foreign nation-

Court lungunge until 1836 A.D, '

(Magh) king Naramithla  was
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horders and to brand the majority

of the indigencous Muslims in
Burma now as aliens is nothing
short of racism.

The Burmese Muslims were
wantonly and ruthlessly perse-
cuted on absolutely false allega-
tions of violations of law: The,

Jurma Immigration Emergehe
Provision) _Act, 1947:

Acl Burma
Immigration (Emergency Provi-
sion) (Amendment) Act, 1957
and Union Citizenship Act 1948,
'ﬁmessinﬁﬁﬁ(mﬁrcssinn by
arbitrary, wrong and illegal appli-
cation of the Registrution ol
Foreigner's Act, to the natural
horn Rohingyas citizens, is one ol
the many examples of the present
Union Government's infernal
plan to annihilate the Muslim
population of Arakan and estab-
lish settlements of Buddhists on’
the ugurped lands as was the gen-
eral ease in Cyprus, Mindanno,
India, Thailand and Kashmir.
The Rohingyas and Magha
through _centurics fi T

in perfect peace and amity until
the year 1942 when, al the hein-
Nationalists, hun - in-
gya selllements were devastated
and about 80,000 ol unurmed i
Rohingyns were sav-
ol

agely massacred. The memory
the gruesome tragedy is still fresh
in the minds of the RRohingyas. In
the later part of 1948, when the
Mujahid Movement apainst the
Burmese Government was in full
swing, the Durmese Armed
Forces killed and arrested many
Muslims, burnt down many of
their villages, kidnapped and
raped their  women. Aboul
33,000 fled the country and took
shelter in East FPakistan. (Urdu
daily  PASBAN, Dacea dated
1150955,
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'_'ﬁfﬁi-llg the yc:i?"l{i"‘ﬁﬁfm
Governmient Forces invariably
carricd on various kinds of
atrocities such as looting, raping,
physical torture and arson as 4
result of which any villages
went out of existence and 20,000
Muslims were also pue;héd into
East Pakistan (Urdu daily Kobis-
tan, Lahore, 4.9,1959),

ln couse of army patrol duties
and ollivial wours the Aty nnl
Civil personnel burnt down o
ashes 3 mosques and hundreds of
religious seriptures including the
Holy Quran and Hadiths, Bven
sn Fo ¢ . i
Army desecrated @ mosque in
Kyaundaung village, (1 laji lsmail
Mosque) which ultimately was
turned into an ariny camp. (Urdu
daily PASBAN, Daccea,
11/14.5.1955). Some Buddhist
Armed Personnel carpied off and
forcibly married 5 Muslim virgin
girls belonging o the village of
Shabe Bazar, Maungdaw town- 1
ship. On anather occasion 2 vir-
gin_ daughters of Muster Syed
Iussein of Kazirbil (Sabaigon),
Mutngdaw township were simi-
larly married by some other army
personnel.

The  Independence supple-
ment of Morning News, August
14, 1969 relering to the subject of
rehabilitating the refugees at the
wake of independence in Pukis-
tan, said: “In 1968 the Provincial
Government held a census which
revealed that there are 282,602
refugee families in Tast Pakistan,
This 1,090
familics who entered into East
Pakistan
respondent_of_the  Hindustan
Times wrole in its issue dated

ligure inclhides

mese  Nationals  allegedl
_posed ol their Tand and evicted

luave arrived in Delln, after cros-
sing over from Bangladesh and
losing Rs. 70,000 to currency
changing touts, looking for a
home, occupation and n counlry
they can call their own,

ke sernmmy  and  hungry
men, women and 123 arimy-
Fnced niked ehldren o, ragged up
al the Azad Park overlooking
Jama Masjid, waiting for official
help which is already 10 days late
in coming. T!lc_lic_it_l_g_c_cg_lll_lﬂ_ﬂl
hat the Government seized their
Land, varying in size from 5 to 30
“aeres, paid them no compensa-
tion and also pushed them out of
s wagslty.

The horrifying tale of the
Rohingyas docs not end here, In

Februg
Government _started “Dragon
Operation” _in Mandhu  sub-
division, Muslims in Burma were

and raped, their houges burnt and
they were pushed out of their

migrite 1o Bangladesh in Lakhy.
Thousands of Burmese Muslims
with hurrowing tales of tortures
and papo.cnme from nerosk the
border for shelter in Bangladesh.

The total figure of the Burmese
Rohingya  relugees increpses
every minute due to fresh arri-
vals. The local administration is
finding itsell increasingly ill-
equipped for taking up the great

humanitarian task, On May 3,

ut of their villapes i A

~ordered, their women abducted |

henrths and home and (oreed tof:

_1978, the French Newspaper ‘Lel™

Monde' published @ news (rem
under the headline " Moie than
70,000 Burmese Muslims ow

_refugee in Banpladesh.”” On May

S S [
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imes wrote 1 0 o —
March 240, 1975: tover 250 Bur-

{2, “The_ Christian _ Science
Monitos'®  under the caption
-—__:;_,—_—_F-l———"ﬁ‘--v——‘r-*-———-"————--
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“Bangladesh flovded by Burmese
immigrants” wrote: " Aninflux ol

month is visl

humanitarian

Posing
problems [or

»imm)\-'cri.\'hcd Bangladesh  and

100,000 refugees from Burma's

ils relation witl
Mhp_gg,g Still the Bangladesh
Government is doing her utmaost
to meel the situation. She has
arranged proper shelter for the
refugees  and  the  district
administration has already cabled
for help stating the position of
refugees now in different camps
in Akhyn and Teknal. The Bang-
ladesh Government has already
made  arrangement  for  the
refugees to settle in more than
300 makeshilt camps along the
150-mile borders. She has also
sanctioned 10 thousand maunds
of wheat and Taka 100,000 as
relief. But that is not enough lor
the number of refugees coming
from DBurma incessantly—4he
Daily Telepraphon May 13, 1978
reported that widespread cases of
malnutrition and acute dysentry
have been found in the refugee
camps hastily thrown up in bor-
ders areas (o hccomodate the new
have

arrivals  most ol whom
nothing but the possessions they
were able to carry. The Bang-
ladesh Government has appealed
to the United Nations to provide
humanitarinn assistance (o the
displaced persons, most of whom
are located in cimps Chit-
tagonp district and Chittagong,
1ill Tracts district which border
Burma, The UNICEL is provid-
Ing emergency relief assistance to
over 120,000 people mostly who
have crossed into Bangladesh
from Burma during the past four
weeks. UNICEF is initially pro-
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plementary kits which contain a
complete range of standard drug
o mother and child healtr care
including tetracycline  capsuls,
oral dehydration salts and cssen-
tial vitamins and iron supple-
ments. In addition, UNTCEL is
providing 10,000 packets of oral
dehydration salts for children suf-
fering from scvere dehydration
caused by acute dysentry and
dinrrhoea. It is also helping the
Bangladesh Government to sink
500 tubewells to provide clear
drinking water for the people in
the camps and has provided (wo
trucks to transport relicl goods 1o
them. UNHCR Paul

lars in emergency aid for the
relugees. The refugees now live in
more
up along the border by the Dang-
ladesh Red Cross, Food and other
fucilitics are provided by the
Banpladesh Government.

The Burmese Muslim
Refupees told reporters that they
were the victims ol concerted
campaign against the Muslims in
the north-west province of
Arakan, bordering the  Chit-
tagong  district of ll:;ngludcsh,
Some refugees ul the Neela camp
said that in one part ol Burmese
Buthidang district even (rained
dogs were_set_upon Rohingya
cthuie minority proups. Residents
of Teknal arca also claimed hav-
ing seen_houses on the Burmese
sicle of the Naal on Tire.

, av 3, 1978 the French
newspaper_‘Le Monde ote

“These relugee Muslims origi-
nally from Arakan, have allirped
that they sulfered yiolent treat-
ment when they are chased [rom
their homes by the army. Twenty

ve ies carrying the marks ol

viding 50 duq, and diet sup- brutali l~c'; have been [|I'§(0\'LFC(|

e than 300 tented camps pul

qn the Naal river”. In an eye-
Floid weekly
news  mapazine  “Le Nouvel

L)

wervateur's correspondent
Francois Hauter affirmed that the
massacre was an episode in a
deliberate Burmese Government
plan  to drive a million
Rohingyas-Burmese Muslims
from Arakan provinee - out of the
country, He also wrote in another
article in the newspaper “Le
Quotidien de Paris™: A wonian
with a deep stab wound in the left
breast said she was the sole sur-
vivar of 17 women attacked ear-
lier by Burmese soldiers, §he said

) saul Hartling | they eut off the breast of the other
said he had seCasites A tn, then stabbed them to

_cLuulh. but et her fee to tell the
ofher i

“them. Mr. auter said the 40,000

to 60,000 refugees who have
crossed the border accuse the
Burmese Army and police of
unleasing a genoside campaign
called *Operation Dragon® on
February 6, 1974, The members
of the Rabituh  Al-Aldm Al-
Islami delegation to Hanpludesh
ulso snw for themselves evidence
of desecration ol the Holy Quran
by the Burmese soldiers and
inhoman treatment meted out to
these relugees.

The Seerctary General of the
[slamic Council of Europe, Mr.
Salem Azzam said (hat Muslims
in Burma were facing genocide
which has already resulted in
large scale deaths and migration
of over 150,000 Muslims to
adjoining Bangladesh. He also
asked  Kurt  Waldheim  for
immediate United Nations inter-
vention to put an end to unpre-
cedented grim and blood tragedy
and for despateh of UN investiga-
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mate right of minoritics and Mus-
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Motamar Al-Alam Al-Islami as  delegation to Danglidesh went
carly as February 1978, when this  round 8 comps where 1,35,000
genocidal  extermination  was refugees are temporarily housed.
started by Burmese nuthorities,  Tor immediate relief the Rabitah
hrought the sad  plight of offered 0
Arukinese Muslim citizens ol 1,80,000 and promised to estab-
Burnia 1o the notice of the World. — lish Masjid and Madrasahs arid
Also in its Memorandum to the provide Imams and teachers for
oth Islamic Conference ol  the same.

Foreign Ministers this inhuman
story of forceful eviction of Bur-
mese citizens by the Rangoon
Government as well as trampling
of their basic human rights were
made known by the Motamar to
the leaders ol the Islamic world
pathered in Dakar Conference,
The Rabitah Al-Alam Al-Islami
ih u statement issued in Mecea on
May 7 urged the Muslim coun-
(ries to *reconsider their relations
with Burma in an attempt 10

The Saudi Arabinn Ambas- In spite

leader of asix-man Islamic delep-
ation to the border arens watehed
“on May 15, 1978 as aboul 200
" pefugees crossed the river into
Bangladesh in a small cralt with
helr mesipre  belongings. The

stopped at all costs, otherwise it
- will lead to another Palestinian
problem™.  While denouncing  vince.

: — ! m _ these acts of persecution of chil-

. lim communities. The Rabitah  dren, women and aged men; the
desecration of masques, schools,
and Islamic centres and the Holy
Book of God, the Seccretariat
jenernl of the Organisation of
donation of Tnkas the Islamic Confercnee  drew
world attention to the tragie situas
tion of the Muslim Community
and talled on it to persunde the
Burmese authorities
from its inhuman policies.
of
sador to Bangladesh Mr, Fuad  protests and denunciation, the
Abdul  Hamid-Al-Khatib and  Burmese Government is carrying
on (heir genocidal netivities, 1Uis
not o stray event, It g high time
the Muslims all over the world
should mount o coneerted cam-
puign ugainst the Burmesy Gove
crnment which s trying to eliml-
envoy said: “The influx must be nate the Muslim community of
Arakan with a view to making
Arakan a Muslim mizmrily pro-

to desist

all  these

_;' ¢ obtain total respect for the ligiti-
i
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MUSLIMS IN BURMA

Operation Dragom IK

LAST MARCH the World
Muslitn Congress In Karachi
denl a telegram to UN
Secrelary General Kurl
Waldheln calllng attention to
‘the penoeldal extermination
of Muslm citizens of Burma
residing in Arakan province',
It spoke of the ‘contlnuouy
destruction of Muslim life and
toperly’ in an area where
duslims have been living for
almost 1,000 lvcars and where
they form the majority. It
also said thal the extermina-
tlon of Muslims by Hurmese
governmental and non-
governmental agencies
recently become more
‘ruthless’. i
This, il has now become
chillingly clear, is no ex-
aggeralion. ‘The situation in
Arakan Is now heing describ-
ed ag ‘one of the world's great
unreporled tragedies' (Sun-
day Timos, 14 May) in which
some 150,000 Durmese
Muslims have been forced lo
. [lee thelr homes In Burma and
seek refuge In neighhouring
Bangladesh. The problem has
reached such proporlions as
to be a source of renewed (en-

slon belween the aulhorities

in Dacea and Rangoon.

Tha hinmedlule couge of (he
contlnulng tragedy is sald to
be the census of the whole
population which the Burmese
fuvernment orilered earlier
his year. On 7 May 1078
Rangoon radlo admilted that
the Burmese Department of
Immigration and Manpower
under the Ministry of Home
and Religious Alfairs was
‘determined to carry out Pro-
’ucl Naga Min (Dragon King)
or classilying citizens and
non-citizens bul was experien-
cing problems in the Arakan
State in examining people in-
dividually. The problems |
sald concerned Hllegal Bengali
Immigrants Into Burma. 1t
was these who were fleein
from the Immigration chec
while some unserupulous ones

among them had committed
acts of Intimidation, arson
and theft and even ambushed
Burmese immigration of-

ficials,

The offlelal Durinese ac-
counl hardly fils In with the
testlmony of journalists and
he accounts given by
evacuces as they struggle Into
steadily overflowing and in-
adequale camps which have
been set up in Bangladesh to
recelve them, .

has .

7

An eye-wilness account
tells of the relurcea as they
"straggle In bearing babies I
slings,” bedrolls under (helr

[ ormy. Some carry (helr

purents, too Il or oo old Lo
walle, on thelr backs, Women
beg strangers to listen while
they tell of husbands and
brothers shol dead, houses
looted and burned, molhers
and daughters raped while
their families were forced to
waleh', The Muslim World
Congress had also sPnke_n in
March about the brufal viola-
tlon of Muslim women, the
mutilation of children and the
violent killing of men in
Arakan. Two French jour-
nalists who wilnessed the
scenes portrayed in the cover
picture say (hat ‘over a

million Burmese Muslima are .

in danger of being exler-
minaled’, They reporl thal 100
people were killed in one inci-
dcnt, There seems lo be no
doubt (hat the Burmese
aulhorities are carrying out a
deliberale campalgn of op-

pression and persccution
againgl the Muslims of
Arikin,

That the problem s not one

ol illegal llnnr;l.'nlnslﬂ
nationals in Burma is evidene-
cd by (he fact (hal it has been
simmering for some (hirty
years now bul has worsened
considerably since 1962 when
the military government of
General Ne Win assumed
power In Durma through a
coup détat. In facl, since 1962
the overall situation of
Muslims in Burma has
worsened.

There are aboul three
million Muslims in Burma,
nearly ten per cent of the lolal
population, 'Mey form (he se-
cond Targest religious com-
munily in the predominantly
Buddhist country. The first
constitution of “independent
Burma had a clause recogniz-
ing the special plice of
Buddhism, and another ¢jause
which recognlzed Islam,
Christianity and some olher
veligions professed by cilizens
of the country,

Muslims live all over (ho
country. There are Musling
in every town., There are
groups of Muslims or Muslim-

majorily villages in Shwebo,
Kyanka Kyaukse, Pyinmana,
Moulmein and Moulmeingyun
areas, The lm'gust concenlra-
tion of Muslims is in (he
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laroviucc of Arakan where
hey form the majority, Here

tho people eall themselves |

Rohingyas, Thelr number Iy |

more

lived there for more than

500 years, preserving their

and culture. Apart

Innuu:a,}e
Burmese

from [tohingyas,

han 500,000 although |
higher figures have been |
claimed at times. They are u |
settled population and have

Muslims can be roughly divid-

¢d into two groups: (liose of
Indo-Pakistan origin

who |

have retalned sonia Hnks with '

the subcontinent and those

who are Burmans o have

become Burmanized and

whose l:m[;u;lgc is Burmese, |
There Is also a sinall number

of Chinese Muslimy or their
descendants,
I'or a long time now the

Rohingyas have heen sub-

ected to a lol of pressure.
Juring the last 30 years many
lowns and selllements are
said (o have been deslroyed as
a resull of persecution.” Lon
belore the present wave o
perseculion associated with
Operation Dragon King, there
havae been reports thal
Rohingyas wore dlgpossessed
of thelr lands and physleally
forced to cross the border into

East Pakislan, now
Bangladesh. The situation

was contalned somewhal dur-
ing the lime of Ayub Khan
wlho is reported to have issued
"a thinly veiled wurnlni; to the
Burman government by say-
ing, 'l hope you do nol want
our forces lo cross (he
horder’,

Nonetheless, the Rohingyas
were subjecled to harass-
ment. or a Rohingya (o go
from Akyab in north Arakan
lo Rangoon he needs an of-
ficial permil. This rule does

not “I‘I'I[\]Y lo .'m]y other citizen,
Their Nationa Hegislrallnn
Cerlificates (NRCs) have

been selzed and lorn. IFrom
time lo tine, immigration
department stalf, even before
Ogieration Dragon King, have
made raids and, on the allega-
tion thal they are foreigners,
toliingyas have been forced
lo take out FForelgners’
Reglstration  Certificales
(l"l&(.‘s). This means not only
lhe loss of citizenship rights,
but also the payment of an an-
nual fee lo the Government,
Children of loreigners are nol
allowed to altend professional
courseyd at the Unlyeraities, If
o Rohingya refuses (o leave

ing

o,

R

COVER: A mian killod by

Butmasa
soldiers. Phole by Andro Abogg
Gamma,

the country or to fake out a

I'RC on the pleg that he ig a
citlzen, he Is ZIaced under
detention, In 1971 (before the
break-up of Pakistan), the
Pakistan embassy had
deputed an officer to meet the
detainees -~ the conelusion
wag reached that they were
nol Henqulis (Eagal
Pakistanis). In July last year
L was estimated that there
were 500 or more such persony
in Jall for ug Jong ng | yenrs
or more, -These Include a
number_of Mohingya women.
Some had with them small
children, who have since
growrd up In detention. In the
Jalls hey are treated as or-

- dinary criminal offenders.

Muslims In Arakan, ke
Muslimg In the rest of Burma,-
have been faced with a
number of problems since the
armed forces took over in
1962. No one has been allowed
to go on iajj since then. The
import of hooks has been
nalionalized wlth the result
that no coples of the Qur'an or
other Islamic literature are
allowed to be imported. Ap-
proval has only been given for
printing 3,000 copies of the
Qur'an whlch has been
translated into Burmege,

slamle Ilterafure senl as

gifts are not allowed since
authorities want to see
translation of these into
Burmese. ., In some places,
construction of mosques has
nol been permilted and in a

few cases wagf! lands have

been sequestrated by the
povernment, »

In Arakan itself, the
Rohingyas say they are the
victims of an an{i-Muslim
urge. Other reports allege
hat the embattled Burmege
Government s taklng action
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against an Inciplenl Arakan
secessionlst movement, If
there Is an ineipient
gecoyslonlst mmovemaent, the
wave aof peraeenlion, IITTTEN
lorture and expulsions is cer-
Lainly a draconian way lo deal
with it. This is especially so
gince olher provinces of

Burma in which the Shon,
Karen and Kachin people
predominate have been given
provinclal autonomy and are
well gettled, The Muslitm pop-
ulation of Arakan can also be
treated al par with them so

BURMA

12/]

that they may live ay
honourable cilizens of HBurma
which they claim Lo be and
which they are,

Instemd " an alternative g
being proposed which conld
bring prolonged Inslabilily
and suffering in the area, Ul>
ficials in nmr'lmluﬂh have
heen reporfed as saying
ominously: ‘10 (he Durmese
won'l Lnke these people back, |

in 1036 and the conlinuing
repression in Arakan,
Muglinms have lived in peace
close Lo the Burmese
Baddhist Tocalities and
villages. The Muslims, it has
also been noted, have [(ully
parcticipated in national ac-
tivilies Ineluding the struggle
for Independence and have
always been loyal Lo the conn-
lry. The Burmese Govern-

the hest way for us lo cope’
with the problein will be lo’
arm the refugees and help

them to form a liberation

fronl'.

Such an evenluality could
spell greater trouble [for

in the whole of
Burina from the military
socialist government,
Muslims have noted that the
Burmese as a whole are a
friendly, polite and gencrous
people. Lxcepl for once
serious riol which look place

uslims

Political background

Burma was an Iindependent
kingdony, or a number ol
kingdoms over the centurles.
1w ¢ < Ringdom In the 10th
cenlury, with local chleftains
in some areas, who owed
allegiance 1o the king.

The-British=oceupied -it.in
thipe-slages-in- 182426, 1052
and 1885 Eheytook ~the
coaslal areas-ol Arakan and
Tenasserinelirst; followed by
Lower  Burma,and finally
Uppar. Burmagwhen they oe-
cupied. the then-capital, Man-
dadayandeloake the king,
Thibawpasprisoner.

The lurge bulk of he pop-
ulation is ethnically Burmese.
It has heen suggesled (hal
cenluries agn, they came
from Turkeslan, one branch
Eoing to Tibel and the other Lo

urma. Linguistieally, ex-
perls say, there are some
similarities between Tibelan
and Burmese languapes. The
yeople on (he Arakun const o
hm wost and (he Tenasserim
coasl in the south speak
Burmese, hiut with accen(s of

their own. |
All along the land horders,
there are small racial

Ching on (he

minorilie:s
(hey are akin lo

north wesl

IMIPACT INTEUNATIONAL 20 MAY

fushais of India; small
numbers of Noagas; Kachiog
(who call themselves
Jingpaws) In (he north
there ave Jingpaws In China
also: Shans in the north east
and easl -— they are akin to
Thais and their lwo languages
are very similar; Kayahs to
the easl: Mons to he south-
cast and Karens who have
some concenlration to the
casl, but are scattered all
over Lower Burma.
Tradilionally, feelings
belween Lhe Karens and
DBurmese have been strained.
Shortly alter independence,
the Karens and Mons slarled
rebellions, After a few years a
Karen Stale was conceded
and a Mon State assured, bul
these steps did not help o end
the relm}limm. A fair propor-
tion of the Kareas, eslimaled
al belween 20 (o 0% are
Christians, mostly Daplist.
IFrom the beginning of in-
dependence af Kathin Stale, a
Shan Stale and a Kayah Slate
were estahlished. These
states had a measure of
autonomy In regard Lo health,
education, and local ad-
ministration. AL thelr own
request (he Chin area was

I JUNE 1070

menl would do well Lo heed
the numerous calls from all
over the world Lo rehabilitate
the refugees and put an end to
the atroeilies. B
© Dangladesh protest.
Bangladesh has L)(I ed a
slrong prolest wilﬁ {hn
Burmese Government agalnst
the ‘repression and foreible
cxpulsinn of Durmese
nalionals belonging Lo a par-
ticular ethnie and religious
minoritly’. Bangladesh called
upon Burma to desist from

|

made fnto a Special Division,
bul later becume a Slate. The
States had their Stale Coun-
cils, Head of State and
Minislers.

Within a few years alter in-
dependence, re ellion spread
to parts of Shan State and
later Kachin State and even
(hin State, :

During the Second World
War, when the Japanese had
occupied Burma, an un-
derground Anti-Fascist
Leapue wag started. Com-
unists were in it and played
a leading role. Later Uhis

became the Anti-Ifascist
People's Preedom  lLeague
(AFTFL).

In the late 19305 and early
10408, some young, palriolic
Burmans joined together to
form a nationalisl organiza-
lion, vaguely socialist, called
Do Bama Asiayone (We Hur-
mang Association). They call-
ed themselves Thakins
(Masters), the word then,
usually applied lo the British.
These young patrlots added
the word Thakin as a pre-fix
to their names e.g. Aung San
Uater General Aung San, and
father of the independence
inovement) beeame  Thakin
Aung San; U Nu (later Prime
Minister) became Thakin Nu,
The 'Thakins were laler lo
split into some three groups.

In 1940, /\\sng San was
deputed lo go Lo China tu seck

help to light the British
secure !
Japanese Intercepted him and

measures responsible for the
exodus of Burmese natlonaly
into mgladesh in the In-
terest of  pgood  neighbourly
relations and the malntenance
ol peace on the border. It
urged Burma to lake urgent
and appropriate meagures for
the hmmediate repatrlation of
the Burmese natlonals to thelr
homes. The nole polnted out
that while Bangladesh s at-
1umlilin to provide (he basle
needs of religees solely on
Iwmanitarian grounds, the
burden of prmﬁdlng sheltor
and food lo over a hundred
thousand refugees have
placed an extremely severe
economle slrain  on
Bangladesh,

The Foreign Affairs advisor
Prof. Muhammad Shamsuol
llag in a cable to UN
Secrelary General has asked
for all possible assistance lo
solvae (he alarming problem,

o

ang
Independence. The
ersuaded him to take their
wlp, Aung San returned Lo
Burma in disguise, collecled
920 olher young men. They
recelved military training
from the Japanese and return-
ed to Burma ng the spearhead
of the Burma Independence
Arimy, Ne Win (later General
Ne Win and now President Ne
Win) was one of the group.
Within a few .months of
working with the Japanese
and seeing Japanese
behaviour as rulers, the
Thakins became digillusioned.
They had Lo lie low, bul quict:
ly organized an wprising,
which coincided, with Llhe,
Allied re-entry into Burma.
By then, the AFPEL was a
powerful organization with
Aung San, not only ils Presi-
dent, but undispuled leader.
He was a man ol [lawless
character, absolutely honest
and selfless, With the ap-
roach of independence, the
Jommunists became
vociferous. They called
negotlated  Independence
vgham' and insisted on
armed struggle. Diflerences
grew and Aung San threw the
Communists out of the
AIFPFL In late 1946. Aung San
went o London early In 1947
with the slogan ‘Independence
within one year'. The .Aung
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San-Attlee agreement was
si{;ncd agrecing o the grant
of Independence within a
year, The rucial minorities
were persuaded to Join the
Unlon of Burma. A
Constiluent Assembly was
clected and the drafting of the
Constitutlon started. All the
bhasic principles were seltled
and a good deal of the drafling
was done b{ mid-July.

On the 19th July, a grnur of
armed men [orced entry into
ihe Cahinel Itoom, Aung San
and six Ministers, including
an elder brother of Aung San,
4 Shan Chieftain and a Bur-
man Muslim, U Ruzak were
killed, The plan included the
murder of U Nu, Lhen
Speaker, but he was nol in hig
room.

The murderers were (raced
and arresled (he same afler-
poon, They had been hacked
by an ex-Premier, U Saw, who
had accompanled Aung San to
London, There was an open
Irial by a Tribunal, prvsided
over by a Senior Judge. U Saw
was allowed lo engage a
Dritish counsel, Several men
were found guilly, some in-
cluding U Saw were sentenced
to death and others to lerms
of fmprisonment. !

‘The British Governor in-
vited U Nu on thal fateful 19th
July to become Premier and
he aceepted, The drafling of
the Conslitulion was com-

'f) 2

PBurma became in

¢ pleted.
January

dependent on 4th
1940,

Shm'th( afterwards Lhe
Communlsts (who lnter splil
into two) and the Karens
started rebellions. At one
Liine Rangoon was surrounded
by he rebels — within aboul
10-12 mile from the City cen-
tre. Mandalay was occuplied
by he rebels, who were joined
hr a parl of (he army, for a
short while, Steadily the
whole Burma proper, and ail
the lowlands were re-luken by
Government, The rebels
moved into the hilly areas,
Hebellion hay conlinued since
and is still going on.

Steady Yrc:grcss way made
in all seclors — agricullure,
industry, education, health,
ole. Paclinmentary clections
ook place in 1952, 1050 and
1060,

Differences  mostly per-
sonal had grown among
leaders of the AFPIL [rom
aboul 1957, The parly split in
1950. Prime Minister U Nu in-
vited General Ne Win, then
Commander-in-Chiel of the
Army lo form a Caretaker
Governmenl and hold elec-
tions. General Ne Win Look
onth of office ad Prime
Minister late In 1958, Lilee-
tions were held early in 1860.
“The group led by U Nu, which
called ltsell the Pyl Daung Zu
Parly (Union Parly) won an

averwhelming vigtory. In
few months, differences
arose, again mostly personal.

On the 20d March 1062, the
armed forces led by General
Me Win seized power. The
President, the Chief Juslice,
(e Prime Minister and
several Ministers were
arrested and kepl in detention
for several years. There were
no charges, no enquivies and
no lrials:

The reasons given, al fivsl,
for coup were lwo: (1) Lhe
adoption of Buddhisin ay State
Religion vnder the leadership
of U Nu and (2) (he likeliliood
of voncessions to the racial
minorilies, who were asking
for a federal form of Constilu-
tion, It was alleged that the
counlry wayg about to he
shattered, but, over the years,
no evidence has been prodic:
od al this was, In fact, (he
situation,

Within a few months, the
new Govermment announced
its socialist policies, politieal
partics were banned, a new
sarly lhe Burmese Way to
aninlimn Parly (Myanmai
Spefalist Lanzin Party) was
formed.

A new Constitution was
promulgated in 1075,

Esxport of rice and Leak and
limport of some goods  had
been nalionalized in the days
of parliamenlary democracy.
The Ne Win Governmenl ful{y

nationalized all imports and
exports, almosl all industries
and battks (including foreign
hauks). loxcept in the case of
banks and perhaps some
British compunies, no com-
pensation has been paid,
although il was promised. Al
schools have been nationaliz-
od. The economy lhas beer
shattered. There fs little legal
{rading. Government does not |
have (preign erchange for
spare parts, or adequale
qu:mlllies of raw materials.
.‘nnugﬁ:linu 13 general.

In the aututon of 1976, Mr
MeNamara, President of the
World Bank visited Burma.
Hopes were 1 ised that there
would be a change of cuonomic
policy. The L x
met Febrs
Primu

m[’dmm.\lﬂk**"—"d
;mer’ 12
Fewere tirown oubon the

prounds Fenol -
ollowlng the Pacly lin

Politleally, ¢ Win, the
President Is firmly in power,
despite the economic Mess
and dissatisfaction. The
regime is nol popular, bul
there 1s no organized opposi-
tion. Bx-General San Yu, who
wis ro§<:11-xl(-(| as a sohiior ad
non-pulitical, has  steadily
moved left, e is General
Secretary of the Parly and is
next to Ne Win in power and
Influence.
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The case of Rohingya

The world’s greatest unreported

Cive the doy n b name amd

Iis s exactly what the Tt -

Lill Do,
Termlng

mese Authority i duing.
them o infiltrators, saboleurs and op-
the cthaic mino-

Muslims who e
w-

posers of registration
ritivs, the Dohingyi
the lawlul residents ol Do lor pet
rations nare being systematically driven
foreed it
neighlouring
1o the
(o

out of the country nnd
taking shelter in the
Bangladesh. If one listens
DBurma DBroadcasting Seryice  oF
the Durmese charges onc will e dis-
he blatant lies being spread

‘The
lack ns

the

mayed at 1
oul systemalically tvery day.

cthnie minotiticy e BHeing b
Dongalecs, s the ont opposing
roplstention drive of (he citizens 03
the elementa  engaged
and killing or Injuring Durmeswe olfi-
cciols or saldiers. Their “main inlention
o i1 to inlluence world pub-

in snbolage,

1le opinion.

Lies are olways  lies ond truth

At Kutupalong outside the eamp refugees qre

vanlng

.

Burmm cﬂmlc :
rfang, on vay !o a canp,

.. ’ . i 2 ~ V,‘
G St

mh:o;lry evicted from Borhh

clmnj

Crle penocide,

£

always prevails, More one I.Ikh filty

thousand Bohmgya's— wo
dash, They dive coming I wnending
The daily influx  of the refu-

stream,
pees hos reached five thousand. 1T the
lipure s maintained it wil

exeeed two Likh ino no o lime. Some
lave described the present figure af
those + who lhave tuken shelter.  in
l!;mulule\h ns only the tip  of the
meaning
majority  of the 15 lakh Rohingya
Muslims may be driven out il the so-
callel Operation Dragon of the Dur-

mese Anthorily is ndt stopped,  Those
who have taken shelter In “ilﬂg':lclt'h'\
have woolul tales (o (el They nur-
indiscriminate oot nnd
plunder of  their properties, hurning
and demolition of their lome and
Licarth, rape of their  women folk,
taking nway of the young and uble
bodio ones  lo concentration  eamp
and engaging them [olo forced labour;

icebery

fong  ecamp.

S
e ;‘r

ik

in lhm.,la ;

theethy that  the

Durmese Ethnle minority eviclees al

VTR

‘.:‘1 A lh\- 3
Hnrmese ethnic minorlty cmreeraINHn camp

Muslims
tragedy

[t i reported that mosqueg have heen
tned  into pluces of sex orgies  of
Burmese soldiers,

World Press and people oll around
the wlobe have condemned the atro-
cities  porpetrated on these haplass
Nushims,  Danglodesh  has whed  the
Burmese government  to lake Inick
thesa peaple who are very much its
citizens dnd ercate conditlon  for their
seeured and 1c|cc[u[ living. Dungla-
desh has callad for international hielp
for the succour of those evicled people
and help hag startod toming. Let the
world act now. Let the world exert
preseure on the urmose ,-himrmnunt
(o treal ite Mustioe  population in n
Lumage and civillsed way.

Photo shoys the
sorrows and agonies of
the evicted Muslimis
from Burma,
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 Genoclde in Burma

The forelbla evlelion of (he
Arokanls (Rohlngyns) (rom Durma
and (holr subsoquent Influx Into the
Bangladosh terrltoly In recont wenka
liave posed a great problem for Dangla
desh, both polltlenl nnd human. The
arens boedoring Chlttagong  HILI
Tracts and Chltingong dlstrlcts hinvo
boon Influxed by thousainds of thata
holploss avicloes who call thomsolves
“Qohlngyns’.

* Mora than sevonly thousand of
thom crossed tho border by 30th
Aprll, They aro eleying | tho comps
at Katupalong, Dalukhall, Tambru,
Gundung and sb many othsr places.
More than & hundred thousand of
wch poople are paasing thelr dnys
In the Jungles of Maungdow Sub-
divislon of Durnin to anvo themselves
from annihilation, Recontly [ cresned
over lo Turma, I found [he young
boys and glrls much fowor In numbor
\han what should have boon usually
oxpocted. Atked about the rensou.
They roplled that young ‘boys waio
killed and glrls wore talien nway by
foroe and also raped In presence of
thelr paronts, All houses wore dentro-
yed by fire. A vorltable Magh Rule
(Maghier Mullul) was unloathed, 1
thon percolved tho real monning of
{ha exprosslon Maghor Mulluk.

1t was a horrible scono and =
queer type of gonoclde which only
sorves to  exomplify the oxproation
Magher Mullyk. When will good
senes preva)) upon (b Durmase
CJovernment 7

Al’th_! Muqerud Ahmad

Chlttagona.

The Brgladesh ILLUSTIATED WEEKLY
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Students who  holonged to

].{all_’;F iIl fI'Ont .- .|llmm|u:lvnh' Tolamle - Chhatea’

Shibir, chantod slogank — pro=

Of Bbmese i " |tenting agsinat tha  porsoen-
; ;}OE nn;i evictlon. of Burmead

- ' * ,Nationala belonging ' tO’
EmbaScy : . |ethn[lad minority! They nll;;o;'
. . 'earrled ploeaydg  gondemning

By A 8iaf Keperier tho atrooltion porpltxated  on

i ¥t [ R L x

_SBtudents staged demonslras  them, b o0 0N 5 ¥
tions In front of the Bmbausy *.The ptudents In ‘thelr memos
of Burmn In Ducea on Tuosy randurn  urged . the Bwnebo'
day to prolest agalnst tho per- Government to’ take positive:
pecutlon and evictlon of Bur- | stepa to amellorate  tho | ey
mega minorlty, They handed | Ings of the Burmeso | nablann
over a momorandum to  the | and make possibia:TetiBdii
Burmeso Charge . D'Afizires. [ihs refugees

L% i Halt

Bludents staging domotst hlon Ju front of’ the Embansy of .
Burma_In Dacea on Tuesday le uptest agalnat the ;porneon-
tlon of Burnieso clhnlo milwréllea.'—-—'l‘lm_es i s

MAY 28, 1978.
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A !nur»membv..r detegntion E‘mm‘ s
the org’mﬂnulluu of llw lshunla
Ealrl, Assistant Beorelavy Guanl nnlvcd In Dacca on J.‘uLstl.uy lo exan

de emns:

.Barmcu wvictees. .+ s n°

'Z'hiwif‘é"%éh

'y

l“

Bur‘me

J.i; A )
'

atm 'ﬂes

DACCA Jum‘l Ml.
ScCrcMry General; and le ldcr of' ihc four- mcmbw

TR

}Cuucm Zlun, Amslanl

Ounrdrcneo lml by Mr. Knlun
11;\0 the pr?lhlfm of (h

delegation from tho Orgmliqqiloq of lhbalslnmlc Con-
ference,’ todoy dL.Sc,nl:n.d lh& ‘donditions of Muslim
relugees From Burma as "calustrophsc and called
for concerted mtcrmlmn.tl nullon fand coordinated
clforts (o end this human trngcdy,

Members of the delegation] l!ccs.

reports BSS.
Mr. Zhirl said adding

wha visited tho camps along
Ilanr-l'.\tluh Burma bord €T shel
tering® ono' Jakh fnnyrou:
thousand refugees, sml mosl
of Whem: were “suffering (rom
mal-outrition and  wero depri-
ved of all cyeryday necestitics
and were dangerously exposed
to epidemics and ather huzards,

Me. “Zhice anid, the relu-
gees were teoumalised by the
iohuman repeession includiug
fape, genocide and “gonfiseas
ion of their - propuhes and

personal possessions in: Buria, *

i believe !

w0One would h.\rdly
the palhcllu chnﬂ wlu»h uro
pnalogous o lho Nufl pric-

‘come forward to ~ slop
;;gullnumg oxodus of refugees

||ml the international npencies

nml the waorld at lnrge should
this

rcp:nrl.:lloﬂ

f\pd cnsurs  the
in

of those taking shelter

,thc Bangladesh eamps..

2'The other members of the
llclq,mon fare Mr Alimed
1,1u.'1l[11|l J.ibyan Ambissa-
Joi to Jeddah, Major General
Fazal Mukim Khan, I'akistan
Ambassndor (0 chdah and Mr
Wullur Rahman, an “official of
{ha orpanisation of the Tstamic
Cunfurc:icm

’FHE DAILY LlT B
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- Bangladesh ™ oii- humuui

Rohmg

Nolh!ng can bo morc
h:nrlcnmg than the news
thata Bangladesh:delegas
ton headed dy our Fdreigni
Seeretary  Mr. Tnlmruk
Hussain in due to leave
for Rangoon on June 6 to
discuss the problem of
reflugees w:lh the Burmese
aulhonl:cs, in'view of the
latest Durmese reply seor
king an amicable settles
ment for the repatriation
of the Burmeso, . réfugu..'sl

" how langmshmg in the 9

teniporary. camps sel up in :

thrfan® ground.” .y

| Tlfe world bodics have,
by naw, become thoroughs’
ly acqmlntcd witly the renl”
facts ns to wlly and how
about 7,50,000 Rolungyns :
of Maknu hove so far

(sinco 19405) been compes

lled to flee their centurics-
old motherland. The Dur-"
mese gbvernment's policy
- of extirpating the Rohin-
* gyas Is clearly in definnce
*of world opininn aad norms
of internatjonal lnw. .

It is no doubt " Irue that
the over-strelched ccono-
my of a newly emerged
country like that of out
B1nglndc¢;h cannot  bear

P S Jo———

the burden of fccdmg, clo-

{hing, housing and taking
olher necessafy. cares of
“sbout + 2,50,000 refugees.
We have been taken come
pletely unawares by the
most dramatic turn of

(hings espeeially at o time :

when we have a diplomatic
; tclat:onslnp with Burma.
The influx of refugees

s still continuing wnabated,

6

as: outcly

ln Spllt, of' hwtic L[Torls
by our bovcrnmcnl I for
solving the problem blll\-'
tcrully “If. this 'ﬂow of
nmss exodus to our tum
lory is not forc-stallm,d and
warrnntcd ut this, stage the

numbcr of cvictees may
swc]l up oven to 7,50, 000

within the currcnl thon-
soon. Jtis ro hallucina~
tion or shadowboxing but
a.stark realify.

. A common saying pre-

va]unt in our couptrysud‘, is’

that onc should nlways

| be:yery cautious in deal- -

ing with doubls dealers.

So, iad - thero bccn any’

smcenly on the’ pnrt ofithe
Burmcso nuthomtics Hho

- hatter could be easily sols

ved - even at the: lmlml

stages wlicn mtcru!mnbc_
ofspcc:al cuvoyw and delis -

gauons wcrc m progrcss a

wuplc, of weeks bn,k
lowever, - sccing the

plll"&blu sp.u,luclc of hum-
" anmisery and - distress,

.|1\ u o

ofpubhc scnlnncnt in the -
ccunuy over t]m very.
qucshon of {Extermination
of Diitmese Muslim Nati-
ormls. There fore, the carl-
fer the mattet is settled up
the belter it is for us.

The (OUTCRY' of the
Rohingyns has loag  been
cehoing nlong the vast co-
nst of the Nay of DBengal
and the two  estuaries of
the river Naf, DBut, ulas |
uone in this wide © wor 1d
ever before either cared to
hiear them or tried to exp-
Ioru tho causes - thercof.
This protmctcd amlhy to
thele cmms eventually
unbolclg’:nud Generol Neo
wins mclst government In
rccuxlly uwulcratmg the
|rnplcmcntntmn of its prea
plannéd monstrous policy
of 7 ysluualicallya,f-cxlcr-
mumlmg the Musljms of
Burma . and particularly

llwsc of Arakan.
.‘ao fnr about- 7)50 000;
Rohlngsuq fled tho count

‘ Why and how long’ should

anitarion world

several hllllm Snt rsovcrcl[ " lly and lgok rc[‘u;,w In
organisatlons, ; L different  parts ol thoe
states and philanthropic

TR world:?  The remaining, -
individuals or  groups of
* jndividunls, have also
coma foward and".rcndcra
ing nll possible helpto
the refugees. Anyway, the -
question “that naturally
ariscs n this coutoxtis

however, were - enduring
‘with utmost patience the
numerous Wrongs injustis
ces ond tortures by the:
“ruling Junta. But”  the”
tycwnny. has  gradually
" reached , ils climax:  So, .
befng: unnblu to boar the
' uglicst " genocidal * crimux

of victims of” LCIIOCMC g any longer they bave re-°
Wo are thercby rather weas untly been taking refuge .
kening ont cconomy. Liksy on our side, in ‘large .

ewise it bas as well created numbers,  for  whose

an internal problem  [for Ir;nnc.du_m:: . repatriation
us. Thereis an  outburst the international comuv-

SHAMSUDDIN AIIMED

we thug continue (o bear ;
the pressute of such a oulk



nity should PorthivitiieN-"
ciously prcs‘sxlrisu,:éi;' the

agtional seeurity  forges.
Ol]u.nwm, they hkc jto
bu n,udut.d all: out sup-

77

. vmpe e v

show«,rs, lhc 1ssuc must be,
'\ sulllcd cacly and oncc fua

R R e

intransigent Burmese’. “V5- o pnhmbly m consult-
governinent, A !‘03-*“‘“?‘ D‘“" so that ”"‘5’ L*‘“; ation wnh iheir -efficicnt |
action townrds this, end succusnfully cm.ump.m- rcplucnlalww. for «proct- .
llUW‘ ‘)1‘0‘05(9 no d‘:“'./ |I Ummulvu lrom thc 1y nslmnl:cm is the thiel of ol
Candidly: speaking, we ! run!a or die in hmu.ss- lum.' llu. i, nu-suuullw~ -
entertain - 1O In.lhu, . sm their own »ml in Ara- rities mnghl pluy somc hoe
against any fricndly couns kan where | they  have ux (his  time too for ‘ g
try, We are neither  in- llu,u uuw\llﬂ! lomes ‘“‘d LL“iﬂL’,.HlLi[ position still
clined to: ‘luke up the lands und thu, dt,ud UIlLb.-' mon, Foildlﬁ&,d at  the 2
hatchel” . .u,alnst unyouc'--v- : wm vy s
upless we are: scriously' %ﬁ ' 4
|

provokcd = {00 - .uc\'cr-
theless, needless o cmplm,

sise that. wo are ulwnya
|

up to the polu.y of s»tld
ling things umlcably
Bat, the’ L]nngs gradus
ally nrmng out of the'
impnss; ot somcwhul

suspeclous - uml mdwalwc

"of the fact that - U under

i)
the plea of hmm_, ami |

cable discussions liu. veles')
run Burmese Ceneral is
Killfog tme  so us Lo
enable his country to get’
cunsohddlul and - well-
fortified at all vulnerable
frontiers fn the meanwhile, *
God ‘willing,, cnruumslauua
may not compel “us. to
come in confront mrm wﬂh
a ncighbouring country ‘

Tiké that of Bunma. We do

belicve  that (Prevention

i tl:u inside or

~the country and irrespecs
Sive of places of biuth

T One u['ihu I'untlunu.n-'

ml poluts that. they 80
vehemently assulu.i duuul,
Ahe coursg ol fulerviews '

g that ™ all. of lhurt

15 mllllon people, whe=
. outside;

and residenco ure invari=

ably and unfeservedly

“v:ost'—*r t ou
The ,.tl:um'y ul ‘ln,ltur iu101

5 qng!udush. !

than never! will” Qurcly be .
pot work.iblu in §uch hlghn‘
ly: s.wmuli\w v.usas hnviu; i
1'&r-rcmlnn[, LOHBOQUCHCCSM
W; cannot yel bc optnms--
tic of any. timely scllluncnll
of this burning problcm. for -
(here still lies lhc Lpus.sxba-

lity of being dlplqmaltcaliy
duped by the Durmesc

E E e

BN A

is  better  thant Cure' | R(“JIHNOYI'\') though eds L ootiators
(1\.1:1\Llu,r1kh:ﬂlily,,\” dU: ol thosunds” of them have s r .F
not- challange aoybody ' been ilegally © deburred i -
“put when - we are really umiu blunket Juws and - l,t i3, thorelop, mosk,
BB :;““ be “qumb oolicies, ., fcom LUHI!SL!II!) believed that! "
X o { v u -
{:(:ltjlt::d e W e han, their vahd N.slm- QUL VBN govls Wil luwc -
' . , no slon untugn .
Inmvwwﬂ with some nnl mbmnmmr Cards, ¢ fned in soll- :
e ek i ling up with the: Burmcu F
reluge v
{J t \IahL ¢ \f}mt ‘m_{' A the st of cofuny Buthorities the unpualwc; -
1.“ : o Cpees dnlo our: -ountry is 'ROIUNCW\ R.EP.'\'IRI :
immediately rcp.ltrlulu ATION’
to dheic own country 'md' assuming the size ofan. problem, w”h' E
properly rehabilitated un- BV'““*—‘“»» specially during out any further loss of time
der t.n]u.r\rmrm'nr inter< UML days of torrential (e water, e i
down {he Nal Mm,c ' il
-

TIHE DALY LER’

Aonday_June 3 1913,
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~soma of whom.

il i '

ninemember Pangladesh Telegntlon. mi Ilvr.l'orllm Haope tmy. Mre,
1 th

oft for Hangoon on Xuesdny lor
‘problem o(‘.ollm ] n_alpprl_lg‘ yofugess from Burma’
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(AT ﬁr&;. ( :,,i I
L
il

Tubarale  Mugankn,’

ik w Bugnera u thorltles for; polutlon of i
: L P Rhoto

s exodus’ bag ' from Al

nilyiing baa nt

number 0
from Buma glood a2t ane akh

p ] ] = '. o r‘ [ 2 . (
10 and It s co
} ed till now, e 'pebleed, St
- L . & ) My, Tabarule Jugsnin pald -
l ; ‘ ¢ Musllm refupecs

d on-June ! wit

il

y y 67 thousan

: tho fnflux of three to flve thou
= 4 ; gand on ap average ner day.
: ) ! ¢ sald, Banglades has taken

a reasonable’ anc firm_stan

n the lssue without nhowin:j :

ot the earllest,

3 . .
) 0
O l] 1 eiu ee 188‘ I e ! auy posture of bul}licrcnoa iyt
| hoped_that the yelugess wopld
.l e ) | be repatriated toﬂhe};}zonm

, RANGOON June f—Pangla:
desh Forelgn Seerelary Tabarak
Husain arrived here today @ 10
diseuss - the problem of  thou-
sands of people who fled Burmd
to seck refugee in Bangladesh,

‘ reports Reuter :

Bangladesh President Ziaur
Rahman said in Daccp vesterday |
that the 200,000 Muslim refugees .
who had crossed inta Banglas
deih were Durinese  natlonals
and must returh to thelr couniry

Dut Purma mahntains that
M1nv of thy peflupees were flle
wol Imafgrpnt f} n Bangladesh

g suttled nlon
the border aveas for ' severd
yenrs, : o 4
The Ranpaop Government hot
stated that ft will take bac
thosg who could wrove  that
they nre bondu fide chizens of
Burmn, s

Mr. jlusnin who Is accompn:
_nled by nine highrahking ¢

clals, will remain here for five

davs,

Vresldent Zla who was speak
Ing 1 T uverwhelming
guccess in Saturdav's presiden
tlal election, sald he hoped the
Durmese Government would nro
wide n golution 1o the “refuged
probleny o e O

Put [nforined sources here sald
that the Buimese Gavernment
was sUIl continnioy 1ty dvlve
apainst fllegal jmmigrants roun
ding up seores of people  in

Rangoon suburbs duriny the 1ast

""48 hours,
says! The §oreln Suc{ularv.

Jendlng w nine-member delegn-

~in Dacen frotn Apr

i = S L asked. how Jong - the
An catller  réport Jn DACEH énlks condnug, the  Yorelan
Mr.  Beeretary saldeWe ore folng

| - Dacen for three days put it will des

Tabarale Hussaln. le
rend ol negotla:

Tucsday morniug fox Hungoon f"‘"du‘m the
on." i
tlon for talls with the Pur‘ In reply to another question,
mese, autharitles for n tjust  he sald, the Burmese authorl
and speedy" “solutlon of tha  {les have shown the infentlon
problem of the Mushm refugeey  of the posalbllity of n. . just
from Burma, ‘ I golutlon of the matter:

This will be the first dirvect \ " The Banglndesh’ -delegation
talks between the two couns Includey  Major-Qeneral tiqur
trles slnce the bly exodus of  Rulunan ~ Director, Qenernl  of
Muslim begun from April MW the PBunelacdesh - Rifles, M
Allg yenr, C 0 Mg Rashid . Diructor Qo

Barler, the ¥orelgn Minlsiers nern] of thy MlnluAry uf Forelgn
of Bargladesh i Bu{mn-mct Minlps, Mro A Awal Commils

1, 14 to gioner Chilmgnrm Divislon

Ipril 16 to dlscuss the’ pros glr. Nurml‘/IIT[uI”l\ m[m"ﬁ’”l'“
CITh i o leeetoyws BeCrElary, nlylyy o omao
Mr, Tabarak Hussaln told ! and Mr. Xnamu Huq, * Prine

newstaen betore hl departurg | clpal Informntlon Offlcor - Press

t the nlport thut ha woul Informatlon Department,
{scugs the whole range, of the : SR,
fgsue connected wm} tho re =y SEaat g
tugees nnd thele early rerra-
iriatlon to: thely homes in Bur . )
ma. “We have taken a Ve " BANGLADESH OBSERVER®
teasonablo - and logleal . stan s et
to solve the proklem through
bilateral negotlatiens ” he sa
adding “We hope the other
slde will respond for an amls
- eable and opecdy: “golutlon of
the problem.” :

Tiw TForelgn Secretary ald,
the two countrles held ™ tulks
tn Dacta as the Muslims from
Burma started crosslniﬂ Into

ut

Banglodesh terrllory, _ tho

“VEDNESDAY JUNE 1 1918
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Rahman says 200,000 Mns- |

im refupees who have cros-
sed into Banpladesh from
Burma  were | Durmese
nationals and must return to
their country.

He said he hoped the Durmese
government would provide a solu-
tion 1o the problem. .

A nine-man Dangladesh pov-

—_—

ernment delegalion was (o leave
lor Ranpoon yesterdpy Tor talks
un the relugee situation, Burma
maintains - thut  many o the
relugees were dllepal immigrants
from Bangladesh, :

N

b

R
fhiae

""'3‘51.-* !
S
il

The llu:rmnla

§ pre

The refupees have claimed that
Hurmese soldiers assaultey) their -
women fnd ook e iway e

labour” camps in i campaign (o

drive them out, These allegations ¢
have been denied by the Burmese
authorities.

Zin was speaking il a press con-
ference ‘in Dacea Tollowing his «

* guiccess in Saturday's presidential
election. 'Ie won 77 per vent ol %

the vote apainst 22 per cent hy

apposition fender Ataal Gl oy,
could not answer that question.

Osmani, a retired peneral.
Zin said elections for w parlia-
ment would be held in December,

bt he would oot sy whenmartial -

B would be tiled.,
Ile said some restrictions of
martial tas had " already been

lifted; *We have been lilting it

gradually. I will o at the approp-
it thme,™ he said. :

i
A }‘

s L

RHRATRE
R
e i

and Leader

U Tly Olm ealled on Yrosldent
‘———.—-_..‘_—' »

" ' [
i

R A
k fp 4 \‘ :ﬁ%u’h’g
L i

"L Zin said he was very happy with
the clection result and said the
peoply ol Bangladesh had shown
|3}Jliln::|l maturity.

e Waorld Bank and! other
organisations should now. come
forward with aid and give the
Bangladesh economy a big push,

“he said.

Questioned about the number
“of exvedtions earricd out after the
militiary couphin 1975, Zia said he

—Reuter

Saudl Gazolle,

Wndnusda_y.' June 7, 1970

so dele
Depuily Forctgn Minlater of 1he visliing Burmese €6
y Zlauyp Rubman at Bangebla van on Eum!ay.r —¥ID Fholo
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A story of rape,

arson and

murder

E astern Times staff men, Alan Daveniry and Andrew Hole, are the first West-

ern jonrnalists to visit refugee camps setup by the Bangladesh Government to
howse and care for the refugees [lecing awave of anti-Muslim terror unlcashed by

the Burmese authorities.

Code named QOperation Dragon, this terror has resudied in 150,000 men,
womten and children seeking sanctuary in Bangladesh, and it is estimated that if
international opinion fails to restrain the Burmese, Bangladesh, over-burdencd
with its own inmense problems will have another quatier million Buninese to

ook after.

Despite their imited resources the Government and people of Bangludesh
Jave spared nothing in the sway of fundy or manpower resonrees el niaterly to

help the refugees. Now the

monsoon has broken. There are growing Jeary that

Hangladesh will be unable to cope with this vast problem alone and wnaided 1
e international community does not respond positively and guickly, theremay

well be a refugee trageedy as great as any
of nationul calamitios and reports of M’y

Hective conscicnee, prople cverywhere
i, I the refigee cumpy of south
eywaord,; and for this reaxon Lastern Limes prints the
roowside Bongladesh of o dvefenveless

Amiid the continuing catalogue

ithwanarity to man which haunt our co
retain their capacity for anger artd ineiy

Rangladesh, wrgency isthe k
Jirst authoruative acconnt o apped
prople’s suffering and peril.

hey sy il gak s the poot o help the

poor; and when the refogees from the
Arakan repion ol Nuima came flooding
over (he border into Bangladesh, it was
the local peasants who first held out @t
hitnd.

At the rate ol 3,000 day the Burmese
Rohingyas — Muslims living in the area
ound Akyab - have been arriving in
the neighbouring Muslim state with stories
of rape, slaghter, pillage and arson
committed, they alleged, by the Burmese
army et instenetions from the povern
mrent. 1 has even been given acode e
“Operation Dragon'’.

Al the startof the invasion, towards the
endd o April, the relupees found what
Jdielter they could under trees and bushes.
[ hey immediately began to improvise and
ollicials report that they ae renatkably
sell reliant.

[3ut within days the local district admin-
isttation had taken 2 hand, backed by a
vigorous povernment action commitiee
under Fariduddin Ahmed, joint secretary
in the Ministry of Relief and Rehabilita-
lit.n in Dacea. 'IU's o double tragedy,” he
cidd. “We've got to get the refugees under
sound cover before the rains come, and it's
alsoa tragedy for the local inhabitants who

EASTERN TINES

Nerly every vonng wonan elaims to have heen vy

witnessed i dus centry.

seed Dy solediers.

are now unabile to culivate thein Erngd on
pravze their livestock.”

The indipenons popnlation ol the wea
in fact numbers not more than 100,000,
Jess than the mass of refupees who are now
their neipghbours.

Volunteers from medical sehools and
the international aid apencies, together
with  specialists in hypgicne Trom the
Banglacdesh Army's medical brameh, hive
formed twenty three medieal teams, A
campaign o mass inoculation apains!
cholern and snwallpox s well ander wiy.

Wat this is o problem lor o poot
country,’ said Secrctiny  Almed. YAl
ph:mn:n'uulir"lx have to be imported, We
have drawn on pevernment stocks bt
must ook overseas for morne assistance

Pernard Zigorin, tesident representi-
Give of the UN Development Propramme
in Dieea, said that intravenous [uids were
urpently needed to provide the rehydia
tion needed if dysentry and cholera were
to break out in caresl.

Disoase: So far the health of the
refupees has been amazingly good. At
Nhila camp, the most southerly ol the ten
camps the gtl\'CJ'rllnulti has set up, there
were more than 27,000 people ul the time
of aur visit, although many had been
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He belongs to Burma but Burma does
not want him because he is a Muslim,

mover o olher vinps up catnhiy to nihe
coom: Tor (e continuing intlux, There
have been only 20 deaths theie in foar
weeks mostly among very young children,
from dysentery nnd e hinstion. There have
hren two eases of vhnlerat Leda, perhups
the mast primitive of the camps. 1t Iy close
1o the horder, with nn loeutly available
witler,

risease is o under control. Lo the
moment, Volunteers e wonking ronnd
the clock. We siw leams ol edival
students who had given up tici vacininn
o hielp. “These yotg men, w nh then
colleagues lrom (e Army and the gl
Jesh Red Cross vaere opetading aialer neat
impuossible  conlitions and  vintually
incoherent from tatigue.  ow long, can
they keep it up?

Sell relinneo: D Viggo Olwen. Ameriy
ean chicl of the Memarinl Christian Hos:
pital outside Chittagong, has taken nany
ol the more serionsty il of e refupees.
e told ns that he B never seeiea elicl
operation in the repion = where he
Rimself has worked for seventeen yuies—
mounted with such dedivation andd anpani-
sution, I1;r1||{|:uh-:\h peeds outside Lolp
bt the nuthotities ad the people e
determined to use tl dr own resoutees ol
AN poOwWer, kil anc widl to the full i
notable expression v e countiy s news
Jond spuit ol el e e

Pirst supplics rom sutside catoe lrom
the UK sent by Oxlam vin the Royal Alr
Foree, I eonsisted of siwitney equipment
and building materials forsp o B5,000 ol
the displaced persons. The government is
releasing foad and drugs from stock (o
bridpe the pap unbil motg oserseis aid
comes in, Bermard Zagor himsell has
pow (lown to Geneva Lo [epon o
hustle up the international jeliel cllort.

But the canditions of the efupees, even
at best, are wretched, Livi |, in unim:tgiw
\
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ably  crowded  conditions,  hundreds
tagether in low iimboo-and thateh sheds,
wilh water struck lom energency wells,
life even in dry weather is stark. When the
rains come, it will be impossible. The need
for shelter is paramount,

Who are they?: ‘The Rohinpyas e

Muslims who settled in the Arakan region
of Burma over many generations, The
Bangladesh authoritics point oul that they
are registered Burmese citizens, They all
cirry registration documents issued by the
Burmese government and are ready and
anxious to show them to any visitor. One
old man told us that he had been in the
Nurmese anay for seven years as a cook,
Ie had his discharge papers with him.
Others had held minar positions in loeal
Burmese administrations.
Why the exodus? Terror, say the
refupees  themselves, Nearly  every
young muvrled wornnn elnbng to inve
been raped hy soldiers of the Burmese
army. Al Nhila we spolie o several
dozen. The army, we were told, hd
broken into houses, usoally in the
middle of the night on the prefext of a
decument check,  The  young
unmarricd nen and  women  were
herded nway — it was notlceable thnt
few iF any were visible in the four
camps we visited.

Several patients had been operated on
in Bangladesh medical centies for gunshot
wounds and bodics had been discovered in
the Naal river between the two countries,

Camp adiministrators and police told us
that they see houses burning every night
across the fronticr,

In Dacca manyreasons for the Durmese
drive are piven. The refugees are small-
holders and, by peasant standads, ina fiin
wiy ol business.  According 1o this
scenario, the Durmese policy is one ol
cxpropriation of land which is then redis-
tributed 1o the non-Muslim population,
Others see in this w strvightforwand pro.
promme ol de-Muslimigation by the
Burmese,

A Turther view is thut the young men
and women are being held in Burma ae
forced  labour for the military  road
schemes now being actively promoted by
the povermment. Many hold that  the
whole campign s devised by he
Burmese admioistration o dhstract s
people  from its own political  and
ceonomne dilbenhitwes,

TheBurmese version: The story liom
Ranpeon is shaeply difterent, T here is no
‘Operation Diapon’, merely a normal
cliecl of documents. A spokesman at the
Burnese  Fmbassy  in London  has
emplasised that Burma, as o Baddhist
state ensures e all selipions groups,
Chritian, NMuslio, Flindu and others, live
amicibly topether and that religions taler-
ance 18 enshrined in the constitution,
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There is no theeat by the anny, he said, I
is a Tbvication of the media.

The census-taking, he went on, is pint ol
a policy to build @ Toundation for future
cconommic growth and w.h solid stitistical
data. Tt has been carried out in all the
border arens, toidentily illegal immigants,
The fact that these people so readily lel
their homes shows that they are illegal
immigrants and ran away as soon as the
chuck began

As L as one can judpe onthe spot, this
Burmese statement does not seen to hold
pood. The refupgees we spoke 1o, many ol
them sesident in Burma all their lives,
were sl holders of Burmese certilication.

Diplomatic moves: Tubarak Husain,
Foreipn Scerctary  in the Banpladesh
Govermment, told Fastem Fimes in Dacea
that his government is st doing its best to
restore neiphbourly relations with Burma.
He recalled that Burma was the st
country visited by President Zia on his
nssumption  of  power,  Zln promised
frlendship and  co-operntion and  the
maintenance of o peaceful border,

While Bangladesh is doing all it can 1o
alert the world community 1o the disaster,
he was adamant that his government
would do nnl]niny_m inflame the situation.
Bul the expulzion ol these people is on the
flinnsiest of pretests, Pheidea thateitizens
whose Lannhes Tive Been tlee ar moe
pencrations in Buoma can be clissificd as
tlepal immuprantsos clemly ntenable
is aviolaon ol the Dechaaton ol Hunim
Riphts,

The Bimese povernment las vepeated ly
been asked o stop the hinassment while
nepotiations proceed but so G there has
been no response from Rangoon. Indeed,
the How ol retopees is soll steong. Ny
usain pointed out that there are in Fact
Hindus  amonpst the aelopees. There
appears to be o clear clement ol

xenophobia in the campaipn, i spic ol
praotestations of the Bunmese government
lon equal rights Tor all religions obser-
vanee, !

“Hhis st M Husain went on, call the
more suprising since Burma prolesses o
Buddhist Guith based on wlernnee amd

brotherly love, Tn fact, there wis a notable

Buruese Seevetary-General ol the United
Nations — U Thant. Bangladesh has its
own Buddhist minority in the alleeted
border regions and they live in complere
lamony with their Muslim neighbours.”

Action nowl: What isevident inall this
international name-calling is that the
refugees cannot stay where they are. Their
presence s costing’ hard-pressed

Bangladesh $1 million a week, merely 1o,

provide a subsistence diet and basie living
accommudation: Another willion dollis
were expended on the establishment ol
the camps.

So Lar $200,000 have been allocated as
anemergency menstre from UN ngencies,
while the Canndlan government has given
i turther $200,000 o the International
Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva,
Seeretary - Ahmed ol the  Danpladesh
Emergency Committee said that tuans-
POIT COSIS are proving enommous since
velucles must mainly be hired through
conmercinl chanpels. They are magiog
to supply  subsistence alwons o the
relupees ot about 1300 calones o day,
supplemented with high proteim hscurs
from the Salvation: Avmy. Tt sipns ol
mahimtition e beginning o appenr,

T he United Nations, on the basis ol the
repart piven by Jime Howard, Oxfum
representitive i the arear has now
Tormally adopred these people as “othcial
relupees” and has allocated $300,000 foy
immediate reliel. Save the Claddren Fuod
is imvolved, as are many national Red
Cross organisations, together with the
Tnternational Red Cross.
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A nevy Biight on the border

By A Correspondent

Dacca: Politics, greed and penury uare
feedjng on the distress of (he elhnie
Bengali refugees from Burma. By pro-
testing over what it alleges is the forced
exodus of Muglim refugees, the Govern-
ment here Is tuking up o populr issue
and s acquiring support from Middle
Jiast countries,

Some reliel supplics are being divert-
ed to Lhe black market or nre being
smuggled into Burma, At the same Lime,
poverty-stricken Dangladeshis living in
areas in which refugee camps have been
established are. Mocking to them in
search of plastic sheeling (an expensive
ftem locally), canned foods and other
useful items. Oxfam responded to re-
fugee distress wilh o Bocing 707 charler
alreraft containing 6 million picces of
plastic sheeting. i

The border neea has always been ill-
defined and mpvement across it lias
Leen frequent, People from the Chitta-
gongaren of Bangldesh have tradltionals
ly crossed Into Burmu for padl planting
and hurvesting, wotking as lnbourets for
the Burmese, At the sumo time u signifl-
canl smuggling, trade has emerged in re-
sponse (o the lack of consumer items in
Burma (Review, May 19).

Locil residents of Cox's Haear, near
Chittagong, sny people  from Burma
aften come o Dangldesh and - even
travelled by public transport to Dacen
to shop for consuwmer items 1o be sold
on the Burniese black market.

In addition, immediately after the
war which led to the creation ol Bangla-
desh, o significant number of pro-Pakis-
tani ipdividu:uls crassed inlo Hure 0 to
escape retalintion. It is rumoured that
most were taken by boat from Rangoon
lo Karaehi, while others eventually re-
turned to Bangladesh,

1 s reasonable to asswme that o pro-
portion of this sizable outflow of Ban-
gladeshis remained in Burma. Consider-
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ing the comparative population densilics
on tither side of the border it ean also
reasonably be assumed that some DBan-
gladeshis  probably -crossed  over in

Csearch of Tand and suryival,

The wen nedt o Banglodesh is Arn-
kan state. The estimated 2 milllon popu-
lation is divided equally between Mus-
lims (moslly belonging to a group called
Robingyn) and Buddhbists (predominant-
ly a proup called Maphs), isterically
these Two proups have been incone
patible.

The Rohingyas claim that they are
Being pradually pushed out of their land
by the Maghs. They also clatm that the
Burmese  CGovernment  has supported
Magh st templs to climinate then.

‘I his Rohingya Muslim opposition to
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Ralugacs in Bongladash: tncompatibla.

Rangoon has apparently taken to insur-
gency, involving clashes with povern-
ment forces. Some ol these more mili-
tant refupers allege that they had maude
ggreement - with the BCP (Burmese
Communigt Party - the stronpest anti-
gavernment inautgent group i Nugmn)
to allow the parly freedom of operation
withln Avakan in exchpope for S0% of
the arms  and ammunition captured
from government forces.

Other alliances have apparently been
formed between the Arakan insurpents
and e host of  Burmese fnsurgent
groups. On this analysis, Rolingyns are
a far cry from the innocent victims of
government repression (hat the Bangla-
desh press makes them oul to be. Asked
why the refupees did nol fight back
when attaclked by government Lroops,
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ane refupee soid (hat they Thad indeed
ambushed and  killed six government
soldiers.

Two frenson Lints hove tnken ploee in
Burmn secently, one nvalving n con-
spirney to create an Independent Arnkan
State. The military attache at the Ban-
gladesh Embassy in Rangoon was alleged-
ly implicated in the affair, Rangoon
maintained that the Arakanese planned
to opt for o “union with Bangladesh™
alter achieving Independence, So there
v understanduble sensitivity over the
Arakanese refugecs.

Arakanese have been moving into
Dangladesh for at least two yems, The
current influx apparently began in lute
Mareh, Dacen estimates the total num-
ber of refugees at  70,000-100,000.
Some forelgn observers believe the num-
ber of people actually staylng In the

_camps is 50%-70% less than this official

estimate,

‘The camps themselves appent nde-
quile, The shelters are ol prass nnd biim-
boo, materials used by all poor people
in the area. Internatiounal
visitors to the camps re-
port that the refugees are
In good Health nnd have
good morale, No punshot
wounds wero sven, dosplte
the numarous reporls of
wounded people,

The most strlking fea-
ture of the refugees, uc-
cording Lo these repoils,
Ay the absence of young
men and women belween
the uges of 15 md 30, The
refugees explalned that the
Durmese soldiers lad kept
all the gitls for pleasure
and the young men as
labourers, Dut gome ob-
servers  wonder why, if
young men were barred,
the soldiers allowed caltle
across 1he border,

One of four young mien
in one camp claiming to be
Rangoon University stu-
dents and speaking fluent English talked
to un observer about the “YRohingyan
stinggle for human tights” and its rela-
tionship to the glruggle in the Philip-
pines and past strugples in Vietnam
agninst Tascist governments.” Three of
theay gludents boarded u buy hendod for
Dacea, the observer reporled,

All the relupees seemed lo be carry-
ing, bundles of personal cffects, some of
which contained  cooking ulensils.
Others carried wooden chests. Al awere
dressed better than the average Bengali
farmer. Some enterptsing Banulmh‘sllis‘
were purchasing refugees' caltle at 2
fraclion of (heir value. Others  were
making money by ferrying the refugees
across the Naf River, the Loundary be-
fween (he Lwo countries at Bangladesh’s

southernmos! paint, (i
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- Crises

" Drugs, Rebels &

Iso pitching in: o find ita way into
oon markets soon." '

ookt turned o gix-manth operitio

Mansoon Lorrents lnst w
Arab countrigg were o

lefugees

bserver: *'1 expoct. it will
the Dacea and

ro aware of
the camps.

- mukeshift refugee campa near Bunglu-
dosh's border with Burmat into quag- . delegation of Arub oxperta arrived in Itang
mires, a fitling enough adjunct to ono Bunglodesh to invesligate tho causes 0 Local officlala shy they a
«oblem. Saudi Arabio announced a what ls going on nround
put they nre unable to do much aboul

- of the muddiest quarrels yel scen in tho = Ltho pr
US520,000 grant to buy food.

neighbourhaod. At the snme time, the
Jronically, news that relief goods

{nitinl reluctance of Lthe two govern-
(mille powder, ennnod food, I)iscuitﬂ‘
Nealdon, the govormuonk fn

L
; ments to move townrds o golulion wus
gpawningg  rumourd that thera wers  woero prolnge freo in tho enmpa altraetot
- forcon nl. play hoyond the control of Lhounnndn "'f"""’ l|mn|»‘u Ilrum nonrhy  boonoeen Lo bu tliph ulinge the rplle
i vither. arong within Hangludush. Tha virtual — matorlad 1Ly rece VIng, ]

o The population in the camps con- absence of controls in many campy . lowever, reliof npency officinls nre
{Inuet] Lo rivo: Ll weold's olficinl count ennbled them to mix with the refugees unnhilo to dotormine how lon tho crigis,
wns 180,000, International veliel  and cluim Lhe handoutd. lven familics  might last hocnuse they still huve no

- aencles, including those of the United  from Burma who were not involved In  cluo na to iLg orlging, Tho Bangladesh

ntjona, hoad awang into nclion, but Lhe - zxodus were ynid Lo have enlered povernment lnst week fasued a lonﬁ

- hastily fmprovised nanitary and henlth  the camps Driefly Lo gol o piceo of the  statement directly pecuging Burma o
areangoments  werd  8u donly  aub-  netion. According to some sourcos, Jersecuting an ethnic Mualim minority.’

- merged by the raing. Dinrrhoea und — enlerprising Banplodeshis hired bonta ‘De-Mustimisation of the Arakan

Three montha  to the overnight "refugees™ ab suitably  provinee dppedrs to bo the central
theme of this policy," it chorged,

fever wore sproading.
after Mualims who enll themselvad the  inflated rotes.
gnitl Lo be Dut other observers In

Gl : : ¢
Rohingyea  began apilling out of Commereinl nggents were
Burma's Aralaan region, t reglon pointed to "atrange

he official  mingling with the refugees, looking for
| the 200 items of apecial Interest. A DBritish = One source, who had workec
g 707 to - even bofora ‘the crisis burst open told

it In the absence of effective adminis-
trotive machinery to enforco discipline.

leoon thal it

tho border
;{zoln g-on."
in Lhe nren

- denth toll in the cumps passel
mark. orgnnianllnn chartored n Hno.in{ 3
=] The U.N., which had already spent  bring in some ¢ inilllon plecea of plastic Aarawieei: Thore nre {iaurgenty in the
$1nt. in reliel work, was hammering oul sheeling, highly priced locally, Said camps who have admitted ambushing
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1-Oplum Jooking for aroute .
2-Liberationists looking for br 2
3-Muslims looking for a home

and kil Burmese  polico  whilo
‘escaping’ Lo Bangladesh," Also, he
anldl, u lob of poor and landless seaple in

the Chittngong hill tracts had dis-
appeared amid reports that lurmese

Muslim insurgents had begun operi- |

ting teadning camps in the aren: I
looke e some sorl of an cmerging
alllance between Burmese communists
and  Dangladeshi und Tadinn border
insurgents.”’

No less ominous for governmenl
lenders in the region is another theory
Lsml. contres on the drying-up ol the
Aaditional opium route thromgh Janos
anel Phailund . Aceovding Lo thig view,
the Arnkanese, In collnborntion with
the Shans and the Korens of Burmu,
ave nltempling Lo open nroute through
l!nu%:]u(lush, leven il Lhis is nol what
precipitated Lho crisis initinlly, snys
ono well-connected source, iU could he n
major consoquenco §f Lthe situntion i
allowed Lo continuo Indefinilely.

In an apparent bid to forcstall
guch n denouement, Rangoon ond
Dacca began wmuoking some belated
feelers for pence this week, Col. Aung
Hlay, Burma's Deputy InformalLion

Minister, declared that the Frublem-

should be settled by friendly silateral
talls, Rangoon ulso formally replied
lo o Bangladesh note and said il
“ghared the concern’ Dacean felt over
the horder situation.

Seizing Lhut stulement ns o posilive
sien, Dacen anuounced that a delega-
tion led by Foreign Secretary Tabnrak
Husain would leave for Rangoon next
weele in search of an agreement. Doth
governments scemed  anxious Lo
contain . the problem  before third
partics moved in. But whether Lhoe
assorted liberationists of the hree-
country border region and Lhe hardy
drug merchants of the Guolden Trinngle
would let them way another matter.
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Bungladesh and Buria

Another ejection
of humanity
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Cox's Dazar

Any tefupee who seleets impovetished

and authoribarinn Bangladesh as @ sanctu-

ary Lo flee o must be desperate indeed,
Maore than 130,000 Moslem Rohingyeis,
who have Tuemed sdonpside Buddhists in
the Arakun provinee of western Purma’
for penerations, e apparently that des-
purate. Bearing prucsome tules of atrac-
iies commitied by advineing waves of
Burmese soldiers, 5,000 more were Arriv-
ing every day last week, streaming up the
muddy toad from the Naf river frontier
and into 10 camps set up by the hewil-
dered Bangladesh government.

This is the latest of Asla'y refupee
problems, and in its combination of sheer
size ainl suddennuss is perhips is | SHTES
the huge exodus from commnist Liulo-
chine The United, Nations, which waited
come time before designating the new:
comers i tefupees, presumably tor fear
of ullending the Barmiese goverment,
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~ Moro babios lor Bangladosh

has now appealed for aid. The military
povernment of Bangladesh, which has
extended @ courngeous welcome 1o it
fellow Maslems, is now, afler a diversion-
ary clection campaign, settling down Lo
grapple with the probilems they have,
caused, ’
The trickle that was to become a tidal
wave began in March, when groups of
fearful Rohingyeas paddled across the
Nal river, telling Hangladesh border
puards that, ws on o many oceasions in
the past, the Burmese army and the

ASI AR

Puddhist Mogh tibesmen of the Avakan,
hills were foreing them off their Tunds and
oul 1o the west. Like so much of Burnmau,
Arakian is o region that enjoys periadic
bouts of xenophobia: Moslems poured
out in {he 1940s, again in the next decide
and, in relatively small pnumbers, ns re-

cently ns five years ago, leaving behind n

Moslem population estimated atTlm.
But there has never been an exodus on
this seale before,

Rohingyeus believe themselves to be
Burmese, though in ethnic terms they are
people of the Ganges. They speak not
Burmese, but the Chittagonian dialect ol
Bengali which is also spoken in the south-
cust of Dangladesh. They are Bengall in
appearance too—and, of course, they
warship Allah, Most of them percolated
into Hurmn when the entlre teglon was
one, under the Ruj. They negulved Tund,
bullt houses, tarmed qulle suceessfully—
and in Jean years attracted more than
heir fair share of Mogh resentment,

Tt is still not clear what caused the
Intest migration. The PBurmese govern-
ment offers the time-worn explanation of
o census check—QOperation Dragon King,
they called It; when census offlicers

ff!-’ 5' ’. 1
48
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fanned out over Arakan last January.
The government says that only illepal
immigrants with no firm standing as Bur-
mese citizens were “asked to leave',
One fairly plausible reason for the
swoop, put forward by disintesested
Asinn diplomats in Docca, s that the
army action is a follow-up to a trial of
Arakan sceessionists (hat took place in
Rangoaon last year, and resulled in two
Arakanis being exeeuted for treasonable
aclivity. Evidence at the trial Is said 1o
have pointed to the involvement of some
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't:/;)lsl:fir:nl:h;:"i::i l::u&:‘:;‘:mll;h%.i?i::.:;i!_ m‘;"(:f Il'i-a’:l)(l.l({ilsi lmltfcl- q'-rnssv(lllllu- I\‘ivvr ancllorttoquusha l\uh!nm’“-“"ﬂm"”'l““l“l -
a4 1l iz Tiina) Fosh mili T l ‘.I‘. l |t ‘li" '|m>.l \\-l.l‘l]lnl!l. w o the  movementy unﬂ nnum‘ntIhcl;im'rmmlug
ered” that the Bungludesh M ary ik mass exodus shows no St of Jelting up: tl.muhmHunulllmaconumyh\tlwlrhmnu o
f:.hé ln' [angoon, # (:ok;nc_! /"\tmn. pad | ws nuany ag 3,000 Rohingyns wre leaving gtate of Arekan. wihintever the canse, It ‘
links" with the liberationists (who | Burma every day. o seemod that No Win, s ong diplomat in o
would. like Arakun 1a be alfilinted 1o ey glt'S('rillt' llu.-lilullu'ylulﬂufhiml Dacea put it, had “deeided that the time
pangladesh, or (o form AN GUIONOMOUS asone ol lnnn_'ur.Suyutlr\lmn.‘.lﬁ,n carpens + was ripe to seltle his ‘[il‘nlﬂelﬁn with the
unit within a Burmesc federation). The ‘€6 tells of Bunmese soldiers kicking Rohingyn minority.” SRR TR |
attaché was suddenly expelled, personi ('In\v‘nlllu-(!nnr (:l'ms house and tluumu:'l- Ne Win's policy of persecntion has B
won grata, from Burma, And the ruthless nﬁ.{ :1:: ll'(';{;slrulum.]mp':'lrs. When he suit c_n;ulud other problems, Ban ludesh ol
uppiicnlion of Dragon King i e turbu- iml;tl \n: ,h”.,“.l.“",{.]l ll‘l:\"\\'ll?, Badur I/,un_mni' ficialy wre lngunscd, and «relations be-
ooy province began. The Dangladeshis r-:1';t-<| “\i‘l:ll‘]l‘l‘{l\li:lll‘;;ltlll‘ 1\11" j."'w t'.-—-lrll( tween Ducen and Rangoon have turne L
Ay B ee verent with, or interest o e, ll‘t. WS Ml\'l'lllll‘) o sour A hiuh-rnnkl_ui; Bangludesh c.)‘lﬂulul
Arakan sepuratist thinking. ‘-1hl'| o s ity Iml-}lu‘\' W soldier  culls the purge of tho Rohingyus noth- -
“[he tragedy on the roud fromihe border d .Lm. i n.”m" "f‘" oy and  dnggless than 4 hostile net.”’ Fager lo ut
pedy c spanled: 1 could have you shot, Sultan an end Lo the exodus, w delegation Hud
the . ; hy Forelgn Secrotary Tus : | |
burak Husnin flew to Ran- -

1o Cox's Duzar iy slraining
resonrces of Bangladesh and

u

poor nclghbo-.nr,umiuus.

I

jonfléw to Ra

d
Ie

Tovers from Oxfam |
Unleel and the
Programme
way down
the woughtof all the ather
Moslems
frlghtens,
would not take much more,
than o straw (o break the back|
of | _Banglndcsh: i
mouths would be o
I“!'[_lw.

kg
1¢ relations bhetween the two N "‘:—
igh-level Bungladeshdelegat

npoanon [Tues \
ay to try lo work out a dip
ymatic solutiun while Land-
and :
World Food |,

were stillontheir 1§
1o the camps. Bul itis

in Burma that mosty, -
robservers lere, [t

1m more
mighty

1 v
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REFUGEES:
The Forced March

“Tam Burmese,” insists Abul Kalam, a
29-year-old sehooltencher. 1 was horn
{n Dura, So was my father. So was his
futher. My lamily Nas been in B for
1300 yews.” No longer. Alongt wilh
thousands ol other members ol p M-
mese Muoslim minotily known s the
Rohingyas, Kalim bas (led Trom his
homeland into neighhoring Bangladesh
Lo eseape brutal Burmese Covernment
capnpaign of harassment—and tarlure.

Rohingyas in .B.lru;hufvsh car

B _". s g Lgoon last week, “We are try-
..flaulx‘o ks o dng to polve thi problem
- . amienbly,” eaplafned Bangs

F®

laJesh President Zinur Roh-
Ao, “The relugoes uro 1yuar-
iese nationals and 1 hope
Burmu will tuko thom buck.”
.. Advances: Thuthope was
- based an the blunt recognl-
tion that they bould create n
N ]mm\ ntalirehla problam [or .
Janglndogh, 1 conntty thu
stll 1y slruggllng to lose Its
yeputation 8. fan interon-
~onnl pugkot ciwe,” s Hensy
K ssluger: uney ahaled 1
Some gains lave been mide.
6§ stendy ; Increose’ in food-
Y graln profuction 18 oxpected
.. 1o boost the gross natlonal
. product by 8 {)er cent (his
" yonr, Last week, lie country
hald the figst pn.-si:henllni‘
eloction liyils seyon-your hiis-
tory, Presldent Zinur won 7
por cent fnon vote thut was,
with some exceplions, ir
andd free ol violenee. .
Despite these advancees, -
the . standard _of living re- (-
mains 'ps\!he-licnlly low. As
ope Uniter! Nations olficer,
. poted: “There are 60 million -
; g homeless, pounilesy, largely
nps: Nowhere else Lo go AlHerate people In this couns
try. The lust thing it needs
nre 200,000 more.” With funds from the
U.N. rellel agencey the Rohlngyus have
Leen settled into ten makeshilt camps.
They live in huts of bamboo and thateh,
eating little wore than grounc wheat,
More than 300 peo o have died in the .
CRINPS, prinmrly L'um dysentery unt
puenfnoniy andd henlth conditions Rro
expected o detoriorutp congldernbly
now (hat the monsoon palng hove begun,
fyen so, the Rohingyns continue to
cross Uhe river. One night 'Tast week, n
boatload of 30 refugees landed in Bangla-
desh, Behind them, three separate ires lit

m "l

ar-old farmer, wis routed
nightto findthe village
acompuny of soldicrs

towwn. FHs dan |-
seizedand he rm»i

Abmnad, w 70-ye
fron highomeaone
mosqueablozee andl
rmupn:.'[hlg.!,lln‘uu;.f,hllu:
terand son-in-lnw were
not seen them sinee, Al trudged
m'm.-.'r:vll)ml\vsnl'jlm:.ﬂv.Nwmupmul e
Lol fes with Tl (- yenreald wile, elyghl
| (hhteen ;',rnmh-hl'll'lrt.'u to
Alang the way, ane
noudi. \

HE

. | F R | B |

-iD

(Rl
children unt
rench Panpladesh.
grancdson died of pnew

The Ringoon repinme
guch stories a8 ;i

¥

dismissed

s exnggrerations” told by

F B

“Penyali bued clements” who oppused
nationwdde censns the  govermment . up the night sky s Rohingya villages
ﬁscnvvr il were put o the toreh, But nat one of the
whaneed buck

elahms ta be condueting o ¢
depont illepal aliens, But the Rohingyas
aeense Purma's dictator, General .U Ne
Win, of mountinga systematic camnpaign
of terror to drive them out ol Thurma for
coveral reasons:a parsistent senophobin,

refugees even

hedrgpled
T hat Tiad heen

forwcursory lookat the

their home for generations. .

_SUSAN DRAKE with BATRY CAME in tho
Rolingyn raluges comps ¢

-

[ ]
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And still the

Vialaysia
move to solve
refugee .

‘problem

Fnllnwing talks in Rangoon hetween Mr
Tabarak 1usain, Bangladesh Foreipn
Secretary and Tengku Tithaudeen,
Foreign Minister of Burma, it has been
announced Uit Malaysia has olfered its
good offices i attempt (o resolve the
dispute.

The Rungoun talks were described as
amicable and extremely uselul and Mr
Husain, now back in Dacea, said thal
Burma recognised the seriousness of the
situation. The monsoon is now open in the
aren aind living conditions for {he 200,000
refupees are now becoming as difficult ns
was predicted. The Banglidesh povern-
ment says that elees e Wil coming
aetoss the border at the vty ol about 3,000
a day.

Wotld aid Tor the relupees i heginning,
(o nrrive in foree. I hweddritish Ministiy ol

Jnited Nati : ymissioner for

feTupees, This s i adiition Ta (he
Trmeate reliel supplies which reached
Dacea on May 18, the first help from any
foreign povernment.

Greater urgency: Saudli Arabin his
sent one  thousind —(enis and - three
thousand blankets. Fram the FAO the

World Food propramme has approved
s subsistencee.

food support for ninety darys

Tabarak | lusain—Ltalking in Rangoon.

Oversens  Development s nllocating
(TR T response (o the appenl by the

CAnd otherollers ol help from sym

Phursday Junn ap, 1978 \
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y come!

e
oA i bk A
Living conditions worsen day by day.

pathetic

y,n\'clnnlculs e sblbarnvimgem [RHIEWIE

Secessionists: Why has Burma done
(his? Tt ds o oclosed sociely, one very dilli-
cull to penetrate. But it seerms Lt the Tiest
claim by Burma tha {hese people i
illegal immigrants does not hold pood,
lenst as the phrse s known i most ol
the world.

Does this, pethaps dicate
Gilt i the struetune ol Thiemese society! It
is noteworthy thitt, a8 SO0N SN the reparts
of the plight of the relupees hepan o
appear in the westeen medin, o setivs vl
reports started, datelined Rangoon ot
Bangkok, calling attention to the incident
gsome months ago when the Banpladesh
Military Attache in Ronpoun wis dectared
personynon pritti Juy alleged involvement

in a plot o pive aid and suecour o
clements in the Arakan arca whi were
plotting to set up an Arnkanese Ste,
pethaps to (ke it out of Burm anl into
[ederation with Bangladesh.

WOAU LIS

A Liove et
PBangdadesh
Tl sevins

Financial aid: The Tham
isell has avquitted the
povermnent ol mvolvement inw

v omad-hrained  seheme.
ety arg runours that the
Muslim separatist movement is netively

to have been
L lowever,

supported - fom Libyn, by Colonel

Cindithi.
The respeetud London newspaper, the

civing o provhiume
[ sepatatists and

minority
aterinl and

Observer wpmlvd e
pion sstied by the Mus
seven other Hurmese
oS ons appealing lor m
nernd aid to help e opple Vthe fyran
il harhatian wegime in Rangoon™.

Phe  Durmese  povernment itsell
deelares it the witely puh'nci.\utl idei
that Sillepal figrants’ have been subjec-
el 1o duress is Lar from the truth, Tn fact,
says [angoan, the army has been piven
1he task of puarding the homues ol Muslims
will in the conntry apainst lnoters.

B insists it the developmentson
theie border with Bangladesh are no
caneern ol any Middle Eastern or other
Muslim country Testiates that it wishes to
hve diteet nepotiations with Dneen

Ve Maliysian mitiative oy b Tt
belore  the oo puins b the
gy ol he rehipees o e status ol &

[RTAK]

o e vatiol calamity

WORLD TINTES



REFUGEES

Avah eyes on Burmas border

By Richard Natlons

Cox's Bazar; Bangladesh: Who had ever
heard of the Rohingya ~— or even thelr
homeland the Arakan — before neurly
,200,000 of them prossed lnto Bangladesh
over the past tivo months? The Influx Is
now gllminishing, but If thoe problem is
not contalned, thero ls every poysi-
bility that In six months' time this ob-
geure Mugllm minorlty may beeomu tho
world's most pressing refugee issuo as up
to 1 million stateless peasants cross the
Naf River Inta one of the world'h poor-

vst countrles,
Moreover, the Rohingya DPatrlotic

1

Front might {tself emerge from oblivion
ng tho fustest (ising stock in the Arub
world's portfollo of political invest-
.ments In Islamic nationalism which has

already ylelded dividends through the .

Moro National Liberation Front in the
gouthern Phillppines. : B
. Beyond: the dislocation to Bangla-
dosh’s own struggle against poverly, R
contlnuing . migration of Burmeso
Rohingyns . could onflame : the latent:
communal tenslons between Buddhlists
and Muslims in the mountalnous fron-
tier belt running from Western Durma
through the Wl tracts of Dangladesh
and Into the tribal nareas - of - custern
“India, This in turn threatens to open d
political breach which . could quickly
attract a number of things: Libyan poli-
tical cupltal, Golden Tilangle opinm
gooklng new oullold o the world
‘markel, und Chinese-hneked  Insur-
sncy which alroady has oo atrong foot~
~hold In the Bl tribes of thoe Arakan,
It is ogulnst this buckdrop that Daceu
officials ore- anxlous lo repatriate as
many refugoes 08 possible to Durmi.

ST I s A
=

g

T e

" The Burmese claim thot

“illegal minigrants' have .
been continuously crossing
over from Dangludesh intp
the Arakan whero the grass
is considerably greenor and
wape rates higher, Glyen 0
populatlon growlh rate of
2.7 million a year and the
country's  hlstory  of
fumine, [ew observerd in
Dacen aro willlng to dlsmlss
the Nurmeso claim out of
handl.  However, the Duns  po BIE
gladeshis say that all tho
170,000-plus refugees cur
rently replstered In the 1B
refugee camps along the j;'?
60-mile road south of §
Cox's Dazar are Burmese s
nationals und should be re-
(urned to their territorys :
Foreign Minlstry officialg sy thoy have
population statistles to « prove that
migration from Bangladesh Lo Burmd
fipg  beon nepligible aince Liverntion.

And anywuy the
officially complained |
seven-year, lustory, . [Foreign
‘Tobaruq Musain told the REVIEW,

Since 'Taburng Husain's mlsslon to
Rangoon on June 6 the two sldes have
al least been talking, and he 18 optimis-
tle that they uro working towards prac-
tical solutiond. The- Burmese hayoe con-
ceded thal unyone holding a national ro-
plstrution enrd, o, forelgn roglstrutlon

il ,‘.
i § o

i Jr:h:

Wy iy

Minister
Ayrs |

cord or n unlan cltizonthlp cortificnte.
png  the tght Lo Durmose josldence,
copted Dacon's polnt thot

They huve ue
nol every refugee may  possess’

thiose
documents i )
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By the '.'ar(y!aad: fur

Burmege have never :

in Bangladesh's lelr
relp! The lniplication Is that

il
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A
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s This allows Rangoon some foxibility
in repatriating the.Rohlngyes. But they
suld that when immlgration offlcinls
cpnducted: n house-to-fouso check in
tho Muslim ureus, un to 100,000 were
missing from thelr homes on May 27,

‘these people
could not prove heir resident status.
Obsorvers In D,uuué tako this ns un indl-
oatlon of Rapgoon's Largelning position

“an the pumber of Rohingyas the Bur-

mese will conaldor-,tpklng back..

While . the neggbjﬁllonl romuin Tuzzy,

tho organisation”in the -refugee cainps
liog l:uprovud.uomldurubly from their
deplorable “state . six weeks, pgo, , Onv
Unltod ‘Natlons votoran-of rollofl opera
tlongthroughout the world doserlbed
the camps during the inltinl phose of n
dully influx, of 8,000 Rohingyus 08 “ab-

Rohing)ya Muslims  from

AR EAS TANFS Al RAVIEW
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solulg death traps — the woust I've ever | tion of the relugees appear to be Blharls  naivety. [Towever; for some months now
geen.” But the arrival of the Durmege re-  who were severely discriminafod against  Islamle nowspapérs in the Opganisation
fugees coincidod with beginning of tho  In Dangindesh aftor the country gulned  of Potroleum . Exportlug Countsins have '
campalygn for prosldontlal eloctlonn and  [ndependonce. Otliorg arg Chittagonluny © boen publlclsing the 11l?ght of thelr de-
muny observers In Dacen think the . who have tradltionally suppllod o sea-*. Pressed brothers In Arnkan, It was probe -
Rolingyas were used by the Awaml. sonal lubour forco. .- ..., ..+ ably felt In Rangoon that support for a
League as a campalgn Issue to embirrass More broadly, the siiustlon can be /ihad (holy wac) could eome from thij |

the Zia (?ovurnmunl. y g soen In the lght of the virlual cessation  quaorter, ; Y
Wll'h Zin now re-elected, UN officidls  of oil vxploration off the Arakun gonst - Rangoon gossip hna It that President
:?ﬁ: ::‘m Mgl signs of improvement-jn  — largely caused by the {ntransigonce of © No Win ‘has 1 deep porgonal grudge
h Livmm.l orn martlal-law penallles ., the- Rangoon authorltles In their nego-  agalnst’ Arakaness Mustima, who are sald
ave been Introduced fo curb corrup-  tlutlons with forelgn concesslonniros —  to huve thwurted hls offosts in estublish-

Aon and the Govornment has accopled . which destroyed the hopes of many Ara-  Ing himself In.business aftor the war
the supplementary diet of fish proteln kaness of lmproving economic condi- Yot the maln reason for inoreased milis
.concentrate, edible oll, sugar, sall and  tlons In the state. This was ono of the tary aetivily In {he'north la the fonr of
“tea suggested by relief agencies. Of the - reasons leading to the jll-fated secession  the resurgence of the Mujahids, one of
US$)5.5 million appeal launchod by the ~movement last year (Review, May §), " the main Insurgent groups’ in- Arakan’
UN to handle 200,000 refugees until the.;:°  One of the reported aims of {hg seces= . from 1948 lo 1962, whoso attempts to
end of the yenr, US$7.9. million have .- slonlsts was to obtain financlal and poli-" establish ‘a Muslim state were instru-:
‘been donated so far, ;v . %4 a0 tieal support from Bangladesh, an ablec-  mental in" the downfall of U Nu's gov-
Bven If officlals from the two coun-, tive yttesting to extreme politieal ernment, ' 70" 10 @
triea agreo on tho meuns of repattiation, | ¢ ; ot i,
the. exodus of Rohingyas thus far hag al- . . ..
ready torn a probably jrreparable, hole,,
In the tattered ethnle patchwork of Dur-
mese soclety, Refugees tell of atroclties, !
rape, Indlserlimlnote arreat, desoeratipn |
of ‘mosques and - razing . of villages by '
Burmese soldlers and local Mogh (Arg-.
kanese Huddhist) chauvinlsts,, - v
C0 0t In unclear fromt thia olde of the Naf |
Rlver whethor the compalgn agalnst (hoe
Muslims is .0 matter of cnntrnl.govem-l
ment polley or Just a perverse com-.
munal twist added by loeal Arakanese
Buddhist parties (o the routine biannual,
immigration checks ol the Rohingyn
arons, In elther case the result s llkely
1o, bo the gamo: the Rohingyus ure up-,
likely to uccept Rangoon's qesurances of i
salety even. Il offered, They will look
for securily from among thelr own num- |
bers and seek nrms and money nbroad, |
‘While the ill-equipped and probably
Inconsequentinl ~ Rohingya . alriotic
Frant has proved impotent jn fho cur-
rent - crisls, the Burmese .Communist
Party responded quickly. Some refugees
gay the communists secured Uhelr safe
passpge up . to the Dangladesh border.
The, communists have also. distyibuted
pamphlets galling on the Moghs to stop ,
abusing the Myslims and to Joln hands )
with them in the overthrow of the Ne.
Win Government.io w0’y gy

K

e o e e A T A e i
v Daphne Rangoonwalla writes: Tho
proppnt, oxodus of Musling from Burmn |
to Bpngladesh mny goom puzzling, Buf It
ghould be reallsed thut, to a Burman,,
bolng ' Burmese Is synonymous with
belng a Buddhist., Even Durman Christ-
fang are not quite, regarded as proper,

-Bupmese; e L. wasy -

The sttuation In Arakan Is somewhat ; :
different. The official Burmese explana- wilii * . ey i N Y R L
tign of the current activily is that Mus- i iy e
lims being sent out are not Burmese na- " ‘1,‘:2]33{,1;[ \5:':‘:“;:: :
tionals but Indian and Bangladeshi citi-. ;
zeng. who hnve nol been gronted . per-
manent resldent slutus In Burma This
may :be one .uuporlaut aspcgl. i propor- June 30, 1978

Lext ther feed
: vieled Burmeso refugee m o 1
I ;iump, 25 milen from Uox's Bazar, ne

jure wwults—"Llmex

FAH beae =, o« 0dd RO diad e iz,
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DACCA TUESDAY JULY 11 1078

Répmriation of Burme%.;. ,

-Refugees - -

We wrlte to hall the reported
. agreement between Bangladesh and
Burma slgned. at Dacca on Sun-

. ' day at the concluslon of the bils-

ternl talks botween the leaders of
the Burmese and Bangladesh
elegations, The agreement, a8

" reported, has been reached on the
. repatriation ol pll  the refugees

!

3
l
|

i

pow gheltered In Bangladesh,

* The talks bave also been frultful

{ {n a more comprehensive Bonse

, In that problems Ilkko the demnaren:
1 tlon of land poundaries and finall, '

‘satlon of border ground rules
! have also been ag good ag solved.
' This, 1t must be sald, 1g.a grent

" {mprovement on the situation’ as

' jt. had developed OvOr the post
" “vouple of months or go, Tae
".Burmese delegation led by the
' Burmese Deputy Forelgn Minister
U Tin Ohn concluded its most

Tas
(his walocome visit to Bangladegh on

. Sunday = and _returned home

: “having (to quote the leader of

\

. sthe doleg‘a.tlon{).-'acc:o_mplished his .

, Vimigston’;

. The Bangladesh government

. fully shares the “gatistaction’
‘caused by the conclusion of @

!’ problem that, @8 wo have sald
\ - earller = editorlally, Scould  be

[ nettled éaslly with ‘pood-will and

tor all the time, there indeed
could be no problems that inight
react unfavourably on such tradi- ’
tional  friendship and good
nelghbourliness, Bangladesh fully
reclprocates the good-wlll gostures '
and “entiments expressed (n. this
connectlon - by the leader - of the |
Burmese_delegation and. the con- -
cern folt by Burmese .Pyeaidont'._'i

General Ne Win'jto find o #Bolu-. y .

tlon of tpe .rqru‘g_eg proble;‘nf;’_tl' Sy

The detalls of tho ugréd.r'r{erit',

 wp ore told, are boing worked .

out and - the repatriation of the

" refugees agreed upon 18 10 ‘gtart

‘before the end of August. We have
alwnys . urged tlis humanitarien .|

aspect’ Of the lssus 88 ® slrong .|
ground foy an early solution af the , |
problem created by the influx of".§

rmg and ghelter”

ad haere on humanitarian grounds.. !
1ig. hos -

refugees from Bu

1t {g encournging that tr
peon appreciated, b
ment of Burma to, mal

y the Qovern- " |
ce possiblo’

an expeditious sottloment of the

jggue by the ‘willing copperation’
of both governments. Wo shave
tha vlew expressed by Mr, §. T
Ohn that the ‘pgroement’ - Just,
reached has turthegrod'thc"grlandly

rolations betwo
which we hope, will con-

|
|

on . the two coun: |
|

‘

f . .
.| rY R %" F%® FN" >

F T

S P E m

anderstanding on elther plda, Tt trles,
‘must ho recognised that between tinue unrpmad by ingrcusl:}}!;l 0
nelghbours ke operation, und_erstunding : and

good-will maintained on either | ,.
for all time to chme, " 1 i

" ‘two friondly

Pangladesh and Burma who havo

well side

been pulling together very

Vo y ,”,. i
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L othor Muslim countviva will cotno Lo the
il nid of tha refupecn, Thin follows tho
sentiment of the Han rladesh liheration
- t war that imn-lh:uuihia are oulsiders
{ despite the common bond of Tsham,
- ¥ Most of Lhe digplaerd Muslimo are auidl
to have Lheir ethnie roots in India,
e Pakistan and even beyond.
' t°Aa Burma sces i, they moved
- v illegzally into tho Avakan vegion for
i mostly economic reasons. I'he southern
ot Longuo  of Banggladesh,  Rangoon
- gources suy, is especially poor in
| resources  and there lg o running
b l.um\)LuLion for people to erosa Lhe open
horder into Burma's more promiging
ES. ~ lrontier dlstriets. Nutural culnmitics
anel politicul digturbances oflen raise
i aneh illegal immipgration to the pro-
: portions of u flomd.
" Even before the erisia boilod over
- i PBurmese  hewspuperd hal earriec
bt slories of 0 Lwo-way gmuggling trade
.l : lf\)(;anllundttl with rice wm]m; p,{) i'rmi‘.
“Akvah Lo arena in Bunglndesh and,
Refugees Ill]ﬂ‘()!’l' 'Im;lilnu Iu[l' Lho rltr,;ul. ralurn ]wlt.lrl
bl " Jegnl  fmmlgrants. ho  resullon
The Othm‘ SIdﬂ len:l]iu[; uflhri'.]pupulnl,irm Inll.hlu hordor
st a districts o what promples Jurimoso
Of the ROhIIngva puthorities Lo lnulnch thu Nagamin
— {"Dragon King"') project in Arankaon,
Fonrs that o mnjor veligious clash Chin and - Kaehin wlntes il in
involving mnny countries could develop Mundnluny und Supaing divisivns.
- over Lhe (ight of Mualima from Burma he  Nagamin  operation waa on
to DBangludesh have receded following — ntlempl by Lhe fmiggration & Mun-
= the visit to IRongoon of a high- power Deportment Lo regisler cilizend
powered Dacca delegation. Official  and oliens under Lwo separate cate-
» circlos are  tight-lipped about the  gories. Predictubly, it created panic
: outcome of the tallks, hul the reading  umong Lhose who hud moved into the
this weel amongr diplomats is that repion  without nuthovisation.  ‘The
- Rangroon hns uunurnhy auceceded in Uexoduy’ followed. To chieek on reports
establishing its twin postulales — that of tension in the arew. Itangoun
- the nffected Muslims are nol Murmese  Correspongent U Mawng  Maung -
and  that  Rangoon has  no moral  recently visited the towns of Akyab,
obliggation to absorh them. Bulhidauag ond Muungdaw angl filed
- However, that is unlikely to improve this report:
the plight of some 200,000 vprooted
- ‘wup ¢ (Rungoon'y figuro: 95,000) now I'rom the minnrela of mosques in the
iving In condltions thut  mongoon townshipa 1 toured, 1 could hear the
= torrents have mudo abominable.  familiar chanl calling the dovoul Lo
Bangladesh, clearly in no position Lo prayer. The sound seemed Lo support
- provide for such an influx, is hoping the government's contention  that -
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1 purseention in
gnw 10 Sign o
non-Muslims

Lhere wni no peliprious
the nren, b ocerloinly
anlipathy nmong Lthe
townrds Mualims. o, Bl ;

Any visilor can 6eC that the Musln.n

pupulation in these  Lownghips 1
sipnificant, According to the 1917

censun, 209,873 of Maoungdaw's
990,616 people were Muslims while in
Bulhidnung there were 128,647 Mua-
Jims in n Lotal populntion of 263,317, In
Aleyub, the enpital of Arakan stale,
Muslims dominale. .

The problem s that the proportion of
“Chitlugong Muslims’' mnong - these
prroups hng been steadily rising. As the ,
hame mplies; Lhese are people who
moved into Juarma from Lhe Chilta-
jrongr nred of Dangladesh. They have
gettled down ws furmors nnd fishermen,
hut mnuy are nelivo fn Lhe grongEling
trade. They appuarently have necess bo
rollel govds supplled Lo Dunglodoah,
such ns clothing and medicine, Thaey
lso hring bieyelo necessories, Horlicks,
Ouvalting, biseuits and taleum pdwidor
Lhrouph tho woll-Lroddon Junglo pathu
into Maungdaw, In U
Phone Nye ll,:'llc in DButhidnung,

tha village ©
all Lho

W
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people 1 saw wero Chiltagong Muslims.
Hurmn’ looks upon Lhese people o8

illezal immigranty. 1L says that muny

of thamn huvo now fled Lo I){m\qlutlunh -

nol. beenuse  they're Muslims  bub
because their illegal atatus was Leing
exposed, Burma does nat even concede
that thay are refugeed, preferring the

- Lerm “upitives."”

Whila nrpuments go on at govern:
mentul levels, problema on the ground
are conlinaing. People described na
“Lgl elements’ are ap arently in a
position Lo exploit  the situntion.
Mnny of them are giied to have crept
buek into Arnkan from the camps in
Bungrndesh, They are corbninly keeping
themgolves busy, On my way]\hnc'l(. l
anw n villngge nenr Bubhidoung belehing
amoke; enquiries rovenled that itehacd
heen sel on five by some Chittu-
gongiona who had returned for - thut
purposie then vonished ngain.
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RI:FUGEES

ERCEES

Burma's lrand of spariheid

By Williain Mattern

Rangnon: Are the 200,000 or more
Burmese Muslim refugees now in Ban-
gladesh the victims of o campaign of
milllary terror to diive - them out of
thetr homeland in Burma's Arakan state,
ug they claim? Or are they, as Ranpoon
relorts, victims of their own sell-Induc
¢d panic in the face of o routine immi-
gration check codenamed the Naga Min
Operatlon?

If the answer is panle, (hen the Dur-
mese Muslims, called the Rohingya (na-
tive born), will become a major refugee
problem — but perhaps not a clironical-
ly political one ~ which lime, aid, third
country usylum atd voluntary repatrlo-
tion will help to diminlsh,

If, however, the indwer ls terror, the
Rohingya could well turn out ‘to be
Asle’s Palestinians: a permanently wp-
rooted refugee communlity, politiclsed
Ly stntelessness and armed by radical
Arab countries seeking lo spread pan-
Islamic  nationalism (o the  Past
(Revirw, June 30). Neither Bumma,
heavily enpaged  with  the communist

and minodty insurpents in the north,
conlid nfford Lo face n “second front™ in

the Arakan; nor would Banpladesh wel:
come the droin on resources and politi-
cal tensions of “ounlsiders’ manipuluting
unwanted refupees,

As usual, the trnth Hes somewhere he-
tween the contradictory claims. 1Uis Lo
be found in (he heart of Rungoon, ul-
though not in the punctilious Jepalism
of Burma's official position, This Lruth
js spelled out in the small print of
Unlted Natlons antl-apartheld poster on
display in one of Durma's cruombling
monuments to ils colonial past, (he
Strand IHotel, .

The poster fentures a black African
JMeelng the blows of a policemnn's
truncheon, Bul the caplion could bo

aptly applied Lo the historle dilemma of
the 'Rohingya which lles behind thelr”

recent exodus, “A refugee,” the caption
reads, “ls o human belng who has had to
take one of {ho most difflcult decisions
ever: to cut his roots, Move, Sometimes
ol of blind fear beenuse hiy 1ife i in
dunger, or simply beeause ho cannol
breathe Intellectually, Apartheid creales
refugees.”

Iiven President Me Win's most bilter
domestic  critics  vigorously deny  the

wiegations  of “rellglous  persocutlon,
weelal  diserimination  and  systemalic
apartheld” in the Rohingya Palriotic
IFront's propaganda broadsheets, But for
Muslims - partienlarly those s illiter-
ate, impoverisheéd and isolated as the
Rohinpya of the Arakan — neglect can
come (o be perceived cventually as a
system of apaclheid. No one denies that
the Atakan has been ignored by Ran-
goon in every uren, from schools and
roads Lo security orees,

Lying on Burma's westem border on
the Bay of Bengal, the Arakan is.on the
fur end of the insurgent supply line
which orlginates in upper Burma nedr
the Chinese frontier and the opium traf-
ficking regions of Burnm's eustern bor-
der with Thailand. The Muslims them-
selves feel little sympathy for the pre-
dominuntly  Buddhist and  Christian
ethnic minorlly hIL Leibes up o ourms
agalnst he “greater Burman chauyin-
lsi” of the No Win reglme. As a result
Rungoon has felt able to lgnore Rohing-
ya demands for reliplous teaching,; Urdu
sehools and Rohingya language broad-
casls. '

Another element in the Araknn's un-
stable gituation is the Duddhist commu-
nity, who call themselves the Rakhine
[pure lne of blood] while Muslims call
them  Moghs  [from  the , Portupuese,
menning pirate). According to 1971
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population figures the Rakhine are the
large majority of the Arakan's 1.6 mil-
lion population. They look back (o the
golden nge of the 16th and T7(h cen-
turles when the Buddhlst Arakan emplro
expanded westward ta diive the Mus-
lims oul of Dacea and eastward Lo “hold
at bay the rude and barbarous Bur-
muns,” Lo quole an Arikanese nationa-
list historian. :

But the antipathy between (he Bud-
dhists and Muslims look its ugliest twisl
when the comnunitics lined up on op-
posing sides during the Dritish relrent
from Burma. In 1941, realising they had
abandoned the Arakapn mounlains. oo
hastily, the British recrnited 10,000
armed Muslims, called (he Burma Vie-
tory Foree, lo hold the Myu River Val-
ley — the strategic corridor linking the
Arakan and the Dengal delta — and Lhus
delay the Japanese advance, The majorl-
ty of the Arakanese Buddhists lined up
with the Japanese, and the result was
one of the bloodiest communal riols in

South Asian annals.

11 Muslims' Mujaheed Party - the

Britlsh Victory Foree's political and
milltnry deseemdant -- remalned power-
ful In the fmt deends of Durma'y nde-
pendence, Dut, as o minorlty In1he
Arakan itself, the Mujaheeds restricted
thelr agitation to demands for sell-rule
in an autonomous Myu territory.

The Mujahecds manasged to strike n
deal with the then Premies U Nu only
on the eve of his demise in 1961, and
the new strongman, Genepal Ne Win,
swiftly sel about eliminating the Muja-
lieed leadership already weakened by
age, internecine struggle and political
compromise. While the Rohinpya iden-
tity is religious, that of he Wakhine i3
essentinlly mationalist, "Ihey nuever for-
gol Muslim “teachery™ dwiing the Ju-
panese “liberation” and viewed the Mus-
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s as n putentiol [ column i ever a
serious Independence movement agains
Rangoon gol rolling, )

The armed strength of the Arakan
National Liberation Party: = populady
known s the Romalag and led by
Maung Sein Nyanl = is thought to e
neplipible but the parly's sympathy
among  Lhe  depressed  and  equally-
neglected Duddhists of the Arikan is
considered widespread, The party re-

ceived n hoost from the break-up of

Pakistan when g nomber of well-to-do
and educated Ralhine Buddhists in sl
Pakistan slipped back Lo the Apdan.
The Banpladeshi Moghs have long been

Romala sympathisers, and have donc
mueh to thin out the Muslimg with 2
campaign of propaganda and selective '
lerror.

Thete  have  been  some  scantly-
teported evenla over the pust year which
might have spurred Rangoon (o regard
the Arakan ns a security threat, Just
over lwo years ago other Arakinese
secessionist parties = the Arakan Inde-
pendence Army led by Tun Shwe Maung
and the Arukaneso Liberntion Party
led by Khine Moe Lin - struck up
an ulliance with the National Demo-
cralic Front, led by the Karen tribe, The
Front is the maost recent in a long series
ol mostly  unsnceessful altempls to
himmer oul some unity ooy antis
Burnan, antl-conumundst minority insur-
pents, .

Al the aeeent tial dn which fwo
minorily leaders — o Karen and an Ara-
kanese Rakine — were convicted ol plot-
ting to ussassinate State leaders and

Toment n secessionist uprising in 1o

Arakan (REview, May 5) the Bangla-
desh military  attache, Colonel Amin
Chonwdhury, was implicated and quick-
Iy withdrwn by Ducen only Lo be pro-
motod to brlgadlot, .

a’_ ESPITE thess evenls, observers in

ltangoon say tho reginie remalng un-
botlered about the Arakan ds a security
threal, and Is [nr less concerncd aboul
Muslim politics than about their nuimn-
bers, 1 views the Arkan as Hooded by
Bunpladesh’s surplus population erossing
(e Naf River frontier fn alarming num-
bers cach year. ‘

Burma’s population and residency re-
cords are in chaos and this, as much as
anything else, is the cause of the present
confusion, Refugees claim that Rangoon
has issued neither national repistration
cards nor foreign rogistration cards since
1962, Rangoon counters  that jumny
cards are falsificd or oblained from cor-
rupl officials, and it was to sorl ol this
mess (hal the Naga Min house-to-house
operation wus concelved, not only in
the Muslim  Arakan  but  throughout
Burma's border regions. ;

It bepan in the decaying port Lown ol
Akyalb on February 11 wlen 200 jmmi-
protion polles flown In from Rangoon
moved Uirouph the Musting areas, which
had been cordoned off by the army.
That night 1,734 were prrested  and
moved into a rice godown, improvised ns
1 detentlon centre, The Muslims viewed
it as an operation to drive them oul of
the Arakan, A demonstration in Akyab
was put down by foree on February 17
and panie spread among the Muslims, As
the operation lumbered forward north
of Akyab the Muslim population rolled
back day by day closer lo the Nal River.

The  Western Region connpamder
Colonel Min Guang's claim that "not a
shot was fired™ is probably as much an
understalement  as the  refupees’ ac-
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counls of wanton rape and looling by
the Burmese army are cexapgernted.
Dul non-Burmese sources say (hal Lhe
army did little to contain the local
Moghs from razing villages and terroris-
ing the Muslims.

If nothing else, the operation has left
n political vacuum in the Arlan, The
Rahingya Patdotic Front,  (he  new
generation of Mujaheeds, split when ils
Sopmed wing failed Lo reapond fo the
erisia. Over he pust year the Durmese
Communist Party hag -been able to inl-
tiate lnrge-scale operntions well ontsido
I(g traditional sanctuary cast of (he Snl-
weon, partially due to taetlenl nlllances
with the minodlty Kaelin Indopondonco
Army and Shan State Army.

If the communlsis fnil to move inlo
the breach the Libyans may be expected
to. Reliable sources say that some Mid-
dle Bastern countrics have already con-
hibuted funds lo Durmese Mustim wel-
fare socielics, though more of this cash
has been recycled into oversens business
than into arms for patiiols in the hills,
Such possibilitiea add un urgency Lo the
enrrent Banglodesh-Burmese talks over
repatrintion of [ho refugees, an ugency

“which Raugnon appears nol Lo shire,
passibly to ita long-term detriment,

b M.C Tun wrifes from Rangoon: A
delegation from Bangladesh led by the
Foreign Minister Tobaraq THusnin mol
the Durmese Loreign Minister, Myint

Maung, here tecently but the brief offi-
cial statement after the talks did not

Cmention tefugees. The discussions were

gald to be “pencrally encouraging.” I'ro-
blents of mutual concern could be solv-
cd bilaterally on the basis of “friendlis
ness and pood  neighbourliness,” Tho
emphasis on bilateralism, and the exclu-
sion of any possible thivd parly, i3 said
to be significnnt,

In (he Stote-tun press Burma has
denied  pesseenting the Muslims, One
article said that Burmese Muslims have
lived happily with Burmese of olher reli-
glong Tor hundreds of yems, T regalled
thal o mwayor of Ammrpura, Durma's
[9U-contury  tmperdal capltnl,  was o
Muslin. “Why, oven one of the 37 tradl
tional deities tha Burmese people wor-
ship was Muslim during his lifo on
earth.” : o

The authorilies look a 28-man press
party 1o the border area and in helicop-
ler trips « owed the reporters villagos
suld 1o have been burned by immigrants
from the Chiltagong area of Bangladesh.

“They were told ol Muslimyg pioying fot

help from “Allaly, Iilamie stntes and the
Americnns.” Whalever the ftath of thiy
slory, the reporlens saw a Jemonstralion
by Musliia women and children who
probably thought ‘that the two white
men in the press party were Amerlcans,
In fact they were Soviel correspondents
from Togs news ugency wnd the news
paper Izvestia, [
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Burma ugroes to talkoe haclc some
but the quostions are how many
and how miuny will want to go

Ity Daredd Majlis

Dacent Afler some rema knble diplo-
matic footdmgging, Burmi widd Dan-
gladesh signed on agreement on July
"9 covering (he repatrintion of Bur
mese refngees now sheltering in Ban-

gladeshi  camps. Detnils  were nol
made known, but the firut baleh of
refugees who  crossee

lleging widespread 7eTs ol Tooling,
urmese law en-
on_ Rohlngyn
Muslims is expected lo return home
by nex!

“low many of the 200,000 will be
allowed reentry by Durom ls nny-
budy's puess. Officials here, however,
fnalst that {hero will Be no problem
with abount 100,000 who, they any,
haye natlonnl reglsteation  curds.
Some obgervers put the figuro nl
much lower than 100,000, . ..

purmese Muslins n (e Arnlan
state of Durma started fleelng In

Aptil, pusfitng the wnhappy, relntions

ar 1

Lbc(wcun Dneen and Rangoon {o the

nepatriation for the Rohingyas

i, ad (hrentenhigd to lgnite

comminnyl violenct ' n bLoth conn-
trice, which have Muslim pidd Bud-
dhist minorites, As the trlelle of
hundreds swelled into’ thousnnds in
“fute May the United Nations Inunch-
od 1 six-month contingeney nsuists
pnee plan,

A G (he 200,000 refugees lnnpuishe
ed in improvised enmps, Bungla-
desh moved for moeal support from

the world, A propagnnda war pul the

Hurmese on_the defensive and this
juslonee on repririntion, Knowledge-
able sources sny thnt, Burma, which
would like fo open up o
fer exploitation of nalural resources,
counld not_offord the & T
Tublicily 11 was getiing. Burmese e
puiy Foreign Mmsfer 0 Tin Ohn,
who signed the apreament on behall
of Nis conntry, anid fio hind heen ns:
wlpned by Marmn‘s Preatdent, Ganernl
Ne Win, to find n golutlon to the ro-
fugce problem. E

Under the pgreement both sldes
will appolnt representatives {his
month for (alls on tand boundaries
pelween the two countrles, This Jsatie

“iikers, Wi good Rl 0. Eome.to

—fugens who a€tunlly want to retum ls

spverything

wi rajaed hy the purmese when Ban-
gindunh's Forelii Georoiney, Tobornk
Hossain, led his country’s delepution
(o Rangoon in June (o begin explora-
fory Ialks on the Rohingyn exodus,
Also on the sgendn this time were
border ground  roles, which wert
fluntised 1 the threeaduy meetlng.
The Durniese, who hnve nagping
troubles in border nicas concerning
yarious minodlty groups, winled an
sssurmnce that troublemakers would
not el ensy sanctuary in Bangladesh.
Dacen obliged for at least one good
renson: 1t hag its own problem with
Clalona dissidents, who have heen
using Thurmese (erritory ns sancluary
from which they raided arens in the
Chittagong hill {raets In Bangladesh,
Doth sides have “therefore agreed tor
coopernte in preventing the illegul
crogslng of people belween Nanglne
desh and Duria,””’ : }
As both conifrles agreed to offer
uo sanctuary to ench other's frouble-

et ement on he Robingya Mus:
Jma" Towever, the number of re-

now the dgaue. Many Hn thoy Lot
[noligding homnes o
moranding oplt

EVinw, July —Unless (hey aro
pssured of belter trentment In future,
It lg nol easy fo fmnghie many wanls

ing to go back, ”

! ‘ 4 R L g e
pangladest and

from Bangladesh.
QOhn. Deputy. Fo

WA nlmcd' an
Tabarak Ttesain,
relgn ]l’ﬂlilll.ilnl‘ of Burma

coament on  Bunday tor
fepretary. Minlstry of

plyned the pgreement

ropairiatlon o
orelgn Aflulrs
o1y hehndf of

i
it #?B}Q i

“h i .
h( 'trm ’a g

furmeso’ otligoon 4
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regime 13 no more
from Arakan inte
the last feather on't
has very rightly aterac
an over all selution by
Indlscreet Government

challenge to humanity an

while
percentagu
- eliminata sl
. had two aspects:
. human rights an
‘contlnuu thelr
Hé further, added,
dgslst these unfortut
thelr
doscribed 1t a serl
community and the
the massive
suppor
~raql Vice-Pres
1s having dimen

fact remalns as

g
R »)’ tL;’fb" -"’ ';l’lﬁ"’"'l‘

HORRIPILATION s

‘

enocide by racist Rangaon

gyas’ subjugation, oppression, repression and ¢
he Internatlonal community, The unpraccdonted jflyx of Rohlngy«s

e short span of the Jast 4 months has eventually proved to be
The utter confusion that arose in oyr minds out of the Impasie
Delng & problem of International character deserves.
The macabre actlon  ultimately taken by the

g us across to Bangladesh hax - Indeed been ®
f the friendly country of pangladesh.

" ROHINGYA REFUGEES’

)
Gruesome tales of Rohlt
a gsecret to b

Bangladash within th

he-camel's back.'

ted the world attentlon.
o-oberntlon.

relbly pushin
o over-stretched economy ©

internatlonal ¢
of Burma by fo
d In particular th

ratary General of the Islamie Co'l\rerance.

In the sontext, H. E. Kacem Zahirl, the Assistant Sec
on a fact-finding misslon, sald In Dacca, ''the Governmeft of Rangoon wanks to roduca the,
of Arakan. 1t 15 also possible (hat they want to completely
ted by the Burmess Governmeant

popul:\tlon
tigha problem cred

palitical and humanitarian- Jolitical bec
4 flagrant denlal of elamentry llbercles and freedony

fiving In thel d In the hearths and
"a_congerted .Internz\t'.onal dinated efforts were rpqutmd&o

ate refugees and abate this iphuman 4 ensure thelr repagriation 0,

own country's j¢ may also po noted that Edward M. Kennedy had
ous dlploniatic jssue that must bo of greater concern O the jmornatlom! ;

United States. Ho appealed to all concerned’ to help resolve the root cause, of
influx Into pangladesh. {le alse yrged the US$ Secretary of ‘State to strongly -
initlative and to worl directly.” - H. g, Toha Muhiuddin Marouf, the

pangladesh sald, "'l cannot be suppresscd “as local fssueé and

{ (neernationalism of this human problcm." ‘ j

of the Muslim
ted a vlolation of -

am from thelr rcglon". Ha also sald,

avse It constity
_parr.!cular

omes of thelr

ly the libetty €
ancastors’s i

r owh country an
¢0-0or

H. E Senator

refugee

¢ che Unlted  MHatens
dent while on @ vlsit to

slon In the perspoctive @

/
s

{adesh and pyrma for the

of Bang
kan. But the

¢ Governments
hs and homes In Ara

our heart
plemcnted.

[ellcitate toth th

we heartily
pntrlation €o

1978 for our r¢
nt (s golng t© be Im

However,
on July 2.

lgrlementlmadn
to how the agreeme

We are still Ina terror-strlkuh position. The time for ouf
nce of our past sufferings is indelible In our minds., How

hat would be the treatment with us after repatriation.
and declarations or as befora’ls

y rolling on

Tima s lmpe[ccptlbl
The remembra

repatriation 1s well nigh.

can we, ¢herefore, £8¢ consolation as to W
 \Whathar (¢ will be In' accordance with the jncernational obligations
still a mystary for us. OUF repatriation |s a quastion of our lifu and doath, 137 for entlre Rohingy>
E ) , ¥
will be advisable for us to g0 @ hell !

communitys
ge as Lo whether 1t

* Lot the world now saga'clbusly jud
1005 although

¢ most_welcome
4 (ndispensable for the rostoratlon of peagqful “condition
tion, death and extermination gybstantially speaking,
prooks ne delay. ‘ o

rlan ald

nt ls assentlal an
PQI'SUCU

cherthuless, |
A peaceful set
fiout fear ©

golutlon. tleme
[ molestation,

for securlty Wit

‘¢ needs viable pOLITICAL sOLUTION which
Suitan ahamed,
(Ex-l‘arlfamcnlary Secrelary, Government of Burma, )
president, ‘
The Rohingy?® Refugeo Welfare Qrganisation,
o e il (TR Chittagong, Bangladesh.’ : f
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BURNVIA
Refugees
to return
home

lot of  stendpht talking il

patience from the Banpladesh officials
went into the parley with the visiting Bur
mese team o rench a not-too-tale bilateral
aceord in Ducen last week.

[t finally defusd what was fast becoming
a highly “eharged situation that began
nearly thiee months ago when the first
group ol 250,000 bedraggled Burmese
relngees Heemp the army and palice tenor
in Arakan, in western Burma, crossedinto
Bangludesh,

The two sides apreed thatall the efupees
should go back home, The Burmese pov-
ernment on their side of the border will
put up 10 reception huts for the tetupees,
who will start their trek baek Trom the end
of August at the rate of 2,000 4 day.

What began as o trickle and by corly
May swelled into a torrent ol relupees
overwhelmed the Banpladesh alficials by
its enormity.

Soon they realised thit something s (o
Ise done be Kn-_' this enormous neurston of
people from Burit tuins into one ol the
worst tragedics of recent times, Initially
Rungoon was not very receptive when
Bunpladesh Foreign Ollice wanted 1o
bring the matter up for negalintion,

Lived for generations: “There is
nothing to talk about, becduse we don’l
think Burmese nationals had crossed it
Bangladesh,™ suid high ranking official
After the long wait, refugees go bhack.

coul

WORLD TIMES
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in Ranpoon, But the Rohingyas., Nuslims
fram Arakan, told dilferent and mare
convineing stories when interviewed
checkpuints on the Bangladesh side of the
burder.

e have lived in Bunmia tor penera
Hons, W were born there and hope to die
there. We don't knew uny ather home
than the one we lefthehind, " nB0-year-old
retugee, Shan Min, froml haratknmanu in
notthern Arvakan wld neporter ot ghe
mike-shift refugee camp on the Dangladesh
border,

[Rohingyas, Durmese Muslims,
constitute about 804 ol the total popula:
ton of northern Arakan. 1t s widely
cliimed that the Burmese origin of the
Raohingyas can be traced tathe latter part
ol the 7th Century AD., when Aab
traders came to preach Iskuo in Ak,

Plan  for repatriotion: A strong

Danpladexh goverment £250,000 every
day, most ol which is coming from UN
OUILCS, '

internatinnal opinion buailt up in the past
months condemuned the cavalier operi
tions by Burmese troops and - police |
apainst the defenceless Muslim villapers in
Arakan. An A delegation trying (o
Cisit e aes was refused by the authorities
in Rangoon. — THowever, linally ollicials

Both feom Buagaldesh and Burman agreed 'Oid Ma

(o work oul a plan far repatrinting the |
Muslim refugees.

Aller  signing  the  agreement
Banphulesh Foreln Sveretuy. Tubank f
[osseln said “this was possible due 1o

\\iIIiup,m.qwuuinnullmilnitlvslmvnch:\

settlenent.” .
<1 have accomplished my mission lor |

which | was sent by President Ne Win, |

[urmese Deputy Foreign Minister Ui

Ol saviel.

[0 will Lk i deast four months o send

all the refupgees back home. To louk alter
these Burmese nationals it is costing

oDl
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ROIINGYA REFUGEES® CONCERN OVER REPATRIATION

ays that the Governments

news media over the last few d
akan now temporarily

It 1s Indeed most heartening to learn through
lation of Rohingya refugees from Ar

of Bangladesh and Burma signed an agreement on repatr
sheltered In Bangladesh on humanitarian ground,

We have really no language at our command to express our heartfelt gratitude to both the Dbenlgn
government of Bangladesh and that of our own for the prompt solution of the repatrlacion of about 3 lakh of
our suffering people, DBut we have been forced under clreumstances to think Into what might be the detall
procedure [or implementing the termy of the agreement whatever thoy might bo, In total Ighorance of tha
text of the sald agreement the question that naturally arlses In our mind Is that how this huge number of
once uprooted people are again golng to be properly rehabilitated in their original ~home and hearth with the
full security of thelr life, honour, property and dignity without any sort of infringement and  Impediments in

raspect of thelr basic human rights and freedom; for there Is a proverb provalent all over, “A burnt

dreads the flre".

if any lengthy procedure ls Intended to be
the ¢ides might take a death toll of several thousands In additlon to
ast on account of malnutritlon and pestilence. 2

On the other hand,
themn, the sufferings In camps on both
those who have already breathed their |

as well be rightly presumed as to whether the government of Burma has
o the advocates of our genuine cause for not
as to how and when

At this Initial stage it can not

‘made imy categorjcal commitment
violating In future our baslc human rights and freedom.
our home government would compensate our sulfering souls and would bring
and Injustices upon Us prior to our forced oxodus across the border to Bangladesh.

reiterate the fact that we have always been peace-loving and faw-abiding

compelled to flee the country under Intolerable clreumst
in the name of repatriation, It might not pave the way for Jumplng from the frying-pap to the fire, Thousands

of us could not ns yot bo roglsterad as rofugeos In Bangladesh and so we confidently bellava the concorned
authoritlas will spare no palns in repatrlating to the last of our people unconditionally which I8 roughly counted

at 300,000 or more that have taken refugee in Bangladesh soll since February last.

either to Bangladesh or ¢
It Is also not known so far to us
to book the perpetrators of Wrongs

It is perhaps needless to

5

In this context, one fundamental thing
concluston of this momentous agreement the exodus still remalns unabated.

atmosphere In Arakan such exodus would never have continued from day to ' day,

As to how to create a congenlal atmosphere over

ment and at this stage to suggest anything towards th
e the world in many other

govern at will be nothing but putting the cart before the
ways in the past in respect thereof.

horse for enough has alrcady been placed befor

ay chat anyone who would be good ecnough to patlently go through these

It Is however, ncedless to s
matters In the wake of repatriation

few llnes would caertainly be able to appreciate our confusion about the
- and the consequential apprehension arising out of adverse circumstances,

child

adopted for repatrlating and rehabilltating

nationals of Burma. but we are 3
ances well known to the world community, God forbid,

that ‘has been constantly | tormenting us Is that Inspite of the -
Had “there been any congenial

there Is, however, the Look-out of the Burmese
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Eventu1lly, In conclusion, we would most fervently solicie governments of Burma and Bangladesh and the
‘|d Badies-particularly the Islamic Countries to see that our legitimate rights and Interests are not }Loml‘dl.t.d
ny manner whatsoever in our own soll in Arakan,

On behalf of the Rohingya Refugees
In Bangladesh,

¥

I. Sultan Ahmed,

Ex, Parllamentary Secretary, Government of Burma j
2. Dr. Abdur Rahim,

Ex. M. P., Burma;
3. Muzalfar Ahamed,

Ex. State Councll member, Arakan;
4. Maulana Mohd, Shaliq Ahamed,
5, Al-Haj Abdul Gaffar, o

} 38, Bundle Road, Chittagang.

i
’,..r -‘_. Lyt "’“"_,...n‘.‘w."""'

i3 58 JLS UuLS_s JLS xwwm;&\\é

4'!

o ‘ { § .
Nt
i 1 ,{?ﬁfr?’-?’% {"t’.’},'«.f-’bﬂ‘.“ ’4( %? \u ¥ i‘)",{ * ‘? “ it ‘h
%f-‘:‘m%é%:éf’ 4;“ S |
e

iy
;',.?in'_..)

...lf-‘

aamafeshm.mm%;wwemw@wrwﬂmammwl i




. nccm-dinF
t

{ ‘ o 2

POWRGL ) '*Ii‘-f

Yide, o1 0 shan
i) ‘(,,f:fiﬁf%
iy e

RO R

qug{:gggfu '(.luu; i Iuln_l,gul
“The Rohingyea
Are Going Bacld

. In rocent months, Bonglodeshhus

then contacts with Southenst Asin
—folably with ASEAN moembors Tndo-

L
nosio Malaysio, _Uhe _PTilippines, s
iy

n Thailand. Spearheading
‘those offorta is Toreign Minister
Bhamsul Ilag, who believes hiy
country s wall placed, gcmgruthlcnlly
and politleally, to sorve as a “hrldgo'
petween South and Goulhenst Asin,
Tlis boss shares thut view: next weoele,
to officials in Dacen, Pre-
sident Zln ur-ohmon will visit Indo-
nevin for tallerwith Presidant Subirto.

7ia 19 expected to scel Suharto's
undoratanding__ol  Lbe Dngladedh

A APZUTHE

waulllon_on_the prosence of tomo
00,000 _Itaingyer Musiing_who
m I ree

1 : 5 auhject Lhi T
been toking up most of Shamsul
Hng's time: curiy this month he had
to cut short an ASEAN Lour Lo return
to Ducen for negotintions wilh his
flurmose countorpml on the Rohing:
yen yroblom (AsiawEEK, July L) ho
Gaunet] han tour fnter, DU O
sehedule mennt he had Lo caneel lis

Indoneain vigit,
In o talk with ASEAN Correspon

dent M.G.G, Dillai, Prof. Tng wullined
Banglodesh’s attitude townrds  Lhe
refugee influx and other matlers,
Excerpls from their conversntion:

have poured across the border from the
Arakan reglon ol Durn ol
|M‘fﬁ'ﬂf tg—w BUhject ChaC s

PILLAL What enused the exodus frem
Aralian? ;

HAQ: Wo don't know, really. W wero
bowildered by the exodus, by ils
mugnitudo; it Look uy completely l;{
surprive, Bangladesh wasn'l {Jhysicu .
ly oblo to cope © ith the influx. Tho

AGIAWERK, Jule R, 1070
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resgned of Jargo munbera of peoplo
IVlIIF in refugeo tonly could crento
wrob omis for our own slability lutor on,
Jurma’s vergion g that it

this inchuded the Ara

; { '
© eourso, 'Thoe volugous cluim tho Burm-

ego commilted atrocitics wyguinat thom,

and thot they fled in torror. Wo'vo no

mouny of cheeldng oither version. Tho
important thing is thut wo've renched
pgreomont, with tho Burmoese povern-
menl to tuko thogo refugeos bucle,

There havo bovn somo sugyestlony
that the Burmese.survey wos linked
with a Dangladesh-based frredentint
movement, We'voe heard thul nomo
peaple of Bangladeshl origin wore

G
o “.b‘ ‘. g ‘< .'

MY

0 S Xy
~Ew@gﬂ§%‘ SR

E
‘i. h'i w\ﬂ?

'3"(

peatenced Lo denth earlier thla year
fa Hungoon, and that the Bangladenh
mifitmy attnche 1n Hangoon  wad
enpelled...

Ug nol trug that the military dt-
tneho wos oxpelled or declurid persond
non gruleo ho completed his tour of
duty nnd returned home. The Burnmeso
govornment haa never gnid Lthis wna
the rengon [for sending gecurily poer-
gounol fnto the Arnlan region]. Wo
hove anade it clenr that under no
circumetnnees would wo lel, our Lorris
tory or personnel bo uyed againol tho
intoresty of uny country, neighbour or
otherwise. This ig ono of thogo in-
alnneng in which the medin havo nddod
up 2 o 2 and comoup with b,

Go when will the refugeen go huele?

Wao regintered nll of them ng soon nd
we realised tho seriougnesy of tho
exodoy, The mojority wero wonen and
chililren. All of thom wore born nnd
Drought up in Burme, and while not,
all of them wero Burmene citizeny,
their right Lo stay In (Burma] was elear,

The ngreement with Burma provides
for the repntrintion of theso refugees,

il

i "?’M;» e
M sy S Lo s il ‘
R il

! A . ? iy
L mmm“f;i FEENET
0 S E O R ) T AR Jlldx.&.!.‘.'.i'm...

Buonggladoah’s Forulyn Minlstar, Prof. Shomoul Hog:

l:_u(;inning with those who huavo cop-
Lifienles that ontitlo them to bo In
Durmn - whethor ns cltlzens or as
foreigners, In tho first phase, Burnia
will Lol those with National Wepis:
tention cortifientos  and  Foreign
Hepistration cerlificalos. Then Llhu
Hurmese] will talo the rest, including
those who havo no papers hut who can
srovido  ovidence oe their atuy in
burmn, Jilevon staging camps will bo
get up, and th : e
witrhegin on Az 30, Wo don't know
low Jong it will take, but weo hopu it
will tnke tho shortest time possible,
According Lo our records and ealeu-
Intions, every one of tho refugeos falls
into one or another of tho eatogorios
1 have outlinod,

Danglsdenh'n volatlons with  both
l'n_}dulrm nnd ladln geem to have

EUSET PRUAUN — uma) masg
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“Wa're not untl anything”

improved. Correct?

Yos, and this might hovo gomebhing
Lo do with the ehangey of governmenl.
in both of Lhose countries, Somatimes
i's difficult to withdraw from posit-
ions that havo heedened during yours
of often ncrimonious negotintions.
1'm nol saying this ag o criticism but
ng un incvitnbk& fact of life,

When both Indin and Pakistan had
now ‘rrwnrmn(\ulﬂ. wo Tound il onay
to Lol o them. With Incin, for in-
alaneo, it took ahout two week: Lo nort,
out Lhe problem ol sharing Lhe [wulers
of Lthe] Gongies, once tho matler rench-
el the Primoe Minister, Mr, Morarji
Desn, in April this year. Ay for Pakis-
tun, tho government thero hug aygroed
Lo discuss the possibility of sharing
nasels. This hag been one of the: main
Yr:)b](‘mu proventing closer ties with

salciston, Now they have agreed Lo
Lalle about it And thal's a major step.

Continued to/B



We,

and Burma for our repatriation.
the terms and conditions of the npreement

with fear an
their original hearthy and hiomes.

1t may be
ession, genocide and extermination at the har

EUppr

functionaries. Prior Lo Dr
who have been languishing in

Our

we, thercfore, fervently appeal to
the United Nations and \he Muslim
Republic of the Union of Burma to immediately conccdle

repatrial
T

2I

9

10
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ROHINGYA REFUGEES’ DEMANDS

roement signed by the Governments of Bangladesh

the Rohingya refugees welcomo the ag
and npprehension  becauso

Iut, wo nre in uller confugion
ave unlnown to us,  Over and above, we are filled

d frustration whether the Burmese Government  will rehabilifate all the refugees in

recalled fhat we, the Rohingyas, have bLeen subjected to inlwuman persecution,
Ws of Burmese anthorilics and  repressive

apon operation ahoug five lokh of our people had already heen exterminated

many countries of the world,

1 entire Rohingya community. And
the Clovernment of Pangladesh, Intornational  Community,
Countries to pressurise the Government of the Socialist
s tothe following demands before

repatriation is a question of Jife and death for 1l

yon g

The Government shall create congenial elimage in home ( Arakan ) fo cnsur?a conli-
dence, aith and undorstanding in the minds of the persecuted refugocy,

The Government sball call back all armed personnel from and  stop furﬂ\with all
acls of forror _in Rohingya villagen and arons end shdl in their  subsfijugion rafvo

the ‘Rohingya Militia Lo mainlain faw and order in the region.

‘The Government shall fmmediately stop and  probibit all  roclally  diseriminatory

netivities, vropaganda, Jaws, Jecrees and direetives practised by fhe authorifios ngainst

the Rohingyas.
ooted

all uncoditionally repatriate and rclmbi]i!nl‘e all  the ,hiu-
direct

The Covernment sh
Rohingyas in their Originul Places with adequate compensation under the
.

supervision of the United Nations, v
The Government shall unconditionally release all the Rohingyns, throughout the

Union of Burma, who bave peen illegally arrested, convicted of boing tried under
tho Natlonal Registration Act, Tmmigration Aot and the Reglateation of Foreignor's
Act, and shall arrange for the restoration of the forcibly married or convqrud Rohingyas
by non-Muslim residents of DBurma and shall rehalilitate them in their original heaxths

end homes with adequate compenst
The Government shall immediately release and restore
ertics, mosques, Mudragsas  and graveyards with adequate

losses susfained,

I'he Covernment shall give positive gt
Rasic Tuman Rights and Preedoms of the Rohing
dom of movement within the boxde
The Government shall employ the Rohingyas in all Government services and shall
the displaced, retrenched or forcibly retired Rohingya
‘and scopes including their back salary.

tion for the losses sustalned,
al] conliscated Waqf, Trust prop-
compensajion for the

jaenntoo and categorieal commitments to safeguard
the yus—seeurity of Jife, property,
rg of Burma.

honour, dignily ond the free

unconditionnlly reinstate all
Government servants with all facilities
‘The Government shall provide the Rohingya refugees with all necegsary [fncilities

for subsistence till they are fully rehabilitated,
The Government shall give guaranfee for the freedom of rcligion—Islam and nllow

the Muslims of Burma fto BO fo Mecea to perform TTajj and Umrah every year, to
frealy sncrifice cattle for Korbani and offer Juma congregational prayer without

any let or hindrance,
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11 The Governmont ahal] unconditionally permit re-eniry  fo all those Rohingyns who
wora oxpolled, deported or nd to fleo tha eountry o eseapo porsogutlon, and  shall .
rehabilitate them in thoir original places with ndequnts  componsntion,

12 The Government shall jmmedintely sef up a high-powered Tribunal to find out, imput-
tially try and punish thel criminals  who commitled rapes, murders, kidnaps, loot,
arson and destruction of mosques, Madrassas and the Ioly Books of lslam and
ghall moke all necessary arrangements for rearing up tho illegifimate offsprings of
rapes and raped women,

Sultan Ahmed

(Ix-Parlinmentary Sceretary, Government of Burma)

? ‘President”

The Rohingya Refugee Welfure Orgonlsation,

Dated August 7, 1978 Chiftngong, Bangladesh
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goclalist Republic of the Unilon of Burma

MINISTRY OF HOME & RELIGLOUS AFFAIRS
REPhTRIATES RECEPTION FORM

(Thig Form 1 not National Reglstra

l gorlal

Dﬂtﬁn

pn La Sa-1

PION HJes
tion Card)

2761979

Name of the Recop tion Camp-

Townahlp.

RATMAT ULLAH

(4n full) -
Alimuddin

of fathor -

3, Ago/Date of blrth - 1951

Iy, Place O
5 nigtinguishing mark -

6. Race
7 . Reli

£ blrth - Modl
Joint eye brows

- Boengal i
glon - Islam

8. Male/Femalo = Male

9 Qccu

10, pProvious addresn

L1l

Ward/village
11. Present place
village Traclts-
Ward/village -
12. National Rel

13 Forelgners'

14, MNam
15. Lis
Nam

pation =

ngo Tracts - Kwanslbang
- Medl
to be gend -

d No. AK 20982

tglratlon (lar
card Mo

RegLshration

o of wifelln full) -
t of family members 14iving with

e (in full Malg/Female

L e wa W

L Sl ew (e

e e oW E

n-ow->--n

gy gnature - g/ d gl gnature
Name -
}‘II R. CO

Name - min Maung Nu
Rank - Trml. gration Asstle.

%

pho to graph

Ma/RAIMAT ULLAH
11/120%( 27-6-79)

Kanylnohaungs
Maungdow

Rej.ation

porson jnqulred d

(or) Loft fhumb

Rahnatull ah
M. MK 209842
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PLIGHT OF THE REPATRIATED BURMESE ROHLNGYA REFUGRES

The instrument of agreement between Burma and Bangladesh for our
repatriation has made us roturn to our motherland in a pltiable state of
psychologlcal stagnancy. At the Reception Camps the Buymese authorltles
aftor making vlgorous search and talking family photographs by foreclbly
removing the Bur'ga or volls from our 'Pardahnasheen' am a ahame ful sign
of disgracing and dishonouring our women privided us with relief provislion
for 15 days only. Then we.are left to confront with the bltterest bltter-

nesa of llfe.

We have passed 15 days reparing our desolated houses and huts and
malking sheds for shelter. MNo compensation for our tremendous loss or
damage has yet been glven us. Nothing worth the name has boen done for
our rehabllitation. In dire distress we have to toll and moll for our
1iving., We the ropatriated refugeoes have been faclng world of {ngurmount-
able difficulties and suffering for want of a morsel of food. A day for
us now ig an age. We are virtually 1iving on Leaven. We are dyiny of
starvation and dimeason. The extent of our sufforing im beyond exprooaloh,
We are not glven any work. We are totally unemployed. We.are not able
to keep body and soul together. We are ag fish out of water: Our storving
young men are gompelled to labour and oarry hoavy loads and war materinle
under duresa by the Burmese Armed Iorces. The young men are forced to
wally long dlslances through rough.and tough routes for daye together with-
out food and renumeration. Ovor and above, no aid is glven to repalr the
broken ombankments and dama. No agricul tural tools and equlpmonts and
other essential thinge- such as cows or buffaloes, seeds, ferterllizer or

manure etc. are given us.

The Burmese authorities who
heed to our representation. They
genuine grievancoes.

We, the repatrl

absolute helplessness male our arden
Commissloner for Refugees and other World Bodles and Agencles to talte

urgont steps to nmslel us in all pooible wamys and oave us from atarvatlion
and unnatural death. "Sorvico Lo humanity 1s morving to God".
|

are at the helm of affalrs have pald no |®
digdatnfully refused to ventilate our i

ated Burmese Rohingya Refugees, therefpré, in our
t appeal to the United Nations High

£

gympathy camot help a refugoel L.
: L

Dty 28/8/1979. A Repatriated Rohingya Refugaeff
o kh

..lonualcontlb.--.lo.l.ooﬂllnl'-ollnuOIOUutbnulal-c-tl.l|0.l.ll|.ttllIOIOOCOI
'

You cun show your solidasity with
peaple in need by suppoiting the vohintary
refugee oiganisitions in your country.

'Ihry don't ask your help to support
refupees forever and ever.

UINTTCI is the Office of the United
Nations [ligh Commissioner for Refupees.

Ouir july iy o co-ordinate the wotld-
wide voluntary ¢lfors o solve refgee

prohlems,
T grive the rights of man hack 1o Iiey need your help to make relupecs
retugees, The right o work, to educition, sell-supporting. . )
Freedom o religion [Wdentity papers, Living a uselul, pencelul and happy life =
somewhere in the waorld. Just as you do.

Travel documents Leynl protectinn

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.



A rolotively succossful repatriation.
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Back to Burma

From a distance (he tny fishing boat Is
n wondrous slght. As the sun beals
down It lurches Its Inggardly way down the
murky tributary, Its decks scemingly
sproutlng Inrge black mushrooms

When it nudges into a makeshift jetty
nearly a hundred people — almost all ear-
rylng umbrellng — step ashore,

Another cargo of Burmese Muslim

. refugees has returned home.

After living in crowded camps for a
year, nearly 200,000 Burmese Muslims
have returned from Bangladesh to their
abandoned villages in wetern DBurma,
While the world has been concentrating its
attention on the plight of the Indochinese
boat people, this relatively successlul
repatriation programme has been virtually
completed without any publicity.

This human tragedy began carly last
year, when tens of thousands of Muslim ,
peasants streamed across the Naaf River
inlo Eastern Dangladesh.

It was a pitiful sight, with whole families
arriving in (his poverty-stricken country
carrylng all of thelr possessions — a few
pots, some clothing and small amounts of
tlee. A mild state of panle geipped the
Bangladesh Government, ' which * had
enough trouble providing food and shelter
for thelr own people.

Within weeks, the Dangladesh Govern-
ment appealed for international
assistance, and before the last ol the
tefugees had urrlved, the Office ol the
United Natlons High Commissioner for
Refugees in Geneva created a US$16 m

emergency aid programme.
Burma itsel{ has not had an easy time

since galning independence from Dritain
after the Sccond World War, At uny one
time, nearly n quarter of its 31 million
population is in open rebellion against the
central government.

Autonomy Widely diversified ethnic
groups control the northern hall of the
country. With the help of gem smuggling
and oplum production, the Shans, Karens
and other colourful hil! =+ hes have waged

WORLD TIMES
ol ; o)
(o,

a ceaseless buttle for atonomy from the
Buddhist majority which run the Burmese
Government :

The cose of the Burmese Muslims —-
two wllion of whom lve In the west of
the country — is symptomntic of this fac-

tlonlsm.

Previously negleeted by the Govern-
ment, they were subjected to a “spot™’
census last May to exiablish whether or
not they had correct residence papers,
This triggered an exodus into Bangladesh,
with one in ten of the Muslims feeing,

Whatever started the movement, It
quickly spread throughout the communl-
ty. Whole villages of the fleeing refmgees
were burnt to the ground, with the
Muslims blaming the Burmese Govern-
ment, while they in turn nccused the
villagers themselves for the destruction,

Some of the more affluent refugees
managed to take their caltle and other
domestic animals with them on the 5 mile,
trek Into Bangladesh to the Cox's bazaar
region — A narrow spit of land bridping
the Indlan Ocenn and Naaf River,

I Is hard to think of a more Inap-
propriate country In the world {o nccom:
modate nearly a quarter of a million
hungry refugees. Despite the [act that
Bangladesh is o Muslin _country, It
couldn't contemplate allowlng the
refugees to settle permanently there,

Agroomont: Once the UNHCR had
organisud ils cmergency programme,
reliel warkers arrived and quickly set up
13 refugee camps along with medical
clinies and wells for freshwater supplies,
By July 1978 Bangladesh and Burma had
reaclied nn agreement Lo repatrinte the
refugees back (o western Burma, but it
was several more months before the
progranime got underwiy. :

Despite the presence of aid officials and
the supplies of food wid medicine from
outside, there was a crisis in the camps,
The refugees were showing a reluctance to
peeepl repatriation, apprehensive about

g0 Ared ~

weSngee arrnpS 3 %guoﬂ £ /C??c‘?
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how they would bo tecelved back In }ler
villngus. Pgaple manning the dally food

distribution system noticed that women
and children were simply not turning up nt
mealtimes. An atmosphere of lethargy
descended on the ajready demoralised
refugees. Malnutrition spread and with it,
deadly epidemics of measles,
gastroenteritis and even typhoid, By the
end of last year, upwards of 10,000 of the

refugees had died, .

By Oclober 1978, the first refugees
made the journey back to Burmu and once
(he other refugees heard on the grapevine
that they had not encountered any major
problems, the repatrlation gpeeded up to
the rate of 25,000 ench month, At the
same time, conditlons Inslde the camps
visibly improved. Emergency feeding cen-
tres and speclal treaiment clinfcs were
estnblished and the denth rate declined as
rapldly as It had risen. Nenrly 40 per cent
of the camp population were placed on

“special ratlons and extra hurses were pro-
vided by the- Daiiglndesh Red Cross

Soclety. ! :

Full Citlgenship: In order to soothe the

the  returnces, the mes

Government promised (o geant them full

cltizenship, _The vnslﬁ]ﬁﬁmxh—d

felugees were poor pensarits or artlsans
and in thelr nbsence from wedlern Burma,
rice  production  slumped by a hulf.

Hecause of this dangerous situation, it was
vital to get the bulk of the refugees back
before the onset of this year's monsoon,
und yet another International appeal was
lnunched to reintegrate the refugees into
tlfele Muslim community,

More than seven . million dollars was
rgisod to bolster up the agriculture off
western Burma and to rebuild the villages
(hat had been destroyed In the refugecs’
absence, i y i

Hand-dgiven power-tillers were In-
iroduced into the reglon for the first tima
and new schools were built, While the
children were marooned In the camps, the
only education they had recolved wug
redings from the Koran, thy Muslli holy
book. s

The Dangladesh - Comimlssloner  for
Repatriation, Sayed Alimed, said that *'It
is only natural that the best solutlon for
them is to send them back to their own
country. We never forced them — we
irled to convinee them and ultimately we
succceded."

Treatment of refugee problems is
always a thorny question, In the cnse of
the Burmese Muslims, internfitional reset-
tlefient was hardly a viable alternatlve.
Most of them had never travelled more
than a few miles from thelr place of birth,
andl, with the odd exception, were peasant
farmers with little chance of surviving In
any other environmtent. On top of this,
when your country of asylum is one of the
world's poorest nations, there do not
seem many optlens to repatriation.

'Thursday October 4, 1978
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By Muzzammil Iluq
1tis more than n year now that the
Burmese regime brought into full

Mying its operation 'Dragon King'

‘and within a span of three months
expelled between 250,000 -
300,000 Burmese' Muslims into the
neighbouring Bangladesh. The
Burmese  authoritics  suid  those
being expelled were not Durnese
nutionals, they were illegul fnvmig-
rants. But very soon it was clear that
the exercise was only a premeditated
and malicious plan to drive away the
Rohingyas of Arakan from their
land, just the way the Jews did to the
Arabs in Pnlestine.

The Muslims of Arakan who have
suffered the worst persecution have
lived there for more than 1,200
years. The majority population of
Arakan, Rohingyas, are the descen-
dunts of the Muslim Arabs, Moors,
Persinns, Moghuls, and Bengalis,
The Arab traders themsclves
arrived and introduced Islam in
Arakan in the 7th Century C.E/The
ethnic origin of Rohingyas is traced
as far back as the later part of 7th
Century C.E, So, Rohingyas entered
Burma long, long before many of the
other minorily indigenous races.

Even the term Rohingya is
derived from Arabic, King Mahayan
Chandra ruled over Arakan region
from 788 C.E. to 810 C.E. It was in
this period that Arab Muslim traders
used to cross the Bay of Bengal by
trade ships. Once, a ship sank and
the ill-fated traders begged for help
by crying Raham Raham (mercy,
mercy). Inhabitants of the Ramri
Island helped them out of their
trouble. Since both the parties were
Ignorant of euch other's language,
the victims were called by what they
uttered, i.e. Raham, Gradually it
changed from Raham to Rhohang
and finally they were named Robin-
gyas. And hence the Muslim popula-
tion of Arukan Island is called
Rohingyas. :

Throughout the histary, Arakan
was an independent state, Different
Muslim kings ruled over this island.
Before 1084 C.E. many Muslim rul-

ers poverned Arakan, particularly

Mohummud Hanifa, lsn Tho nnd

Amir Hamza have been a few fam-
ous rulers to name, Ghourl dynasly
also ruled It in 15th and 16th cen-
tury. Sultan Rehman Khan, in his
capacity as Governor, ruled over
South Burma from 1078 to 1084
C.E. il the reign of the king. Many
Muslim kings ruled the Muslim state
of Arakan from 1404 1o 1622 C 1L
Toname o lew; Sulaniman Shah, Zaik
Shah, Al Khan, Salim  Shah,
Kalimah Shah, Hussain Shah, Adil
Shah, Sikandar Shah and -Shah
Shuja. This is enough to prove base-
less the Vuropean historians cliaim
that Burma had always beon ruled
by Buddhist kings. A number of
other Muslim _ kings ruled over
Burma for about 48 years from 1737

lo 17835, - \
During Mustim rule in Arnkon

La-Ilaha-tallah used to be
inscribed on the coins of Arakan.
‘There used to be a Qazl (Judge)
appointed by the government of
Arakan during those days. Duulat
Qazi, Mardan Moghur, Alawal,
Abdul Karim Khandkar had been
the most popular Quzls of this state,
Persian was the official Tanguage
here during those days. Minister of
War, Sandi Khan had constructed n
mosque ot Marchang in 1433 A.D.
about one hundred years before the
construction of Shahjuhan Masjid of
Delhi, The mosque popularly
known as " Masjid Kwalung™ is still
there, ‘The name Arakan itself has
been derived from Arabic, Arakan
is o plural of Rukn (menning-pillar)

British disliked Muslim superior-
ity. They prestimed that these Mus-
lim rulers could pose n big challenge
to their rule. Henee the Dritish
began devising ways and means 1o
weaken them, Muslims were termi-
aated from their services, their busi-
ness ruined and thele propertics
illegally confiscated, Ruddhists were
givenenough opportunitics and pre-
ference in government jobs,

In 1942, when the British Gov-
crnment evacuated Burnra and the
Japinese did not yet occupy, the
Magh Buddhists equipped  with

(lre-urms obtalned from the Britlsh,
plundered the Muslim villnges and
massacred nearly 100,000 Muslims
In__Arak: Thotisands  of  men,
women, and children were burnt
alive by locking them up in bamboo
houses and depopulated more than
500,000 Muslims from huﬂ(lrcd s of
villuges:”This was the beginning of
the present-duy on-going penocide
agninst the Mustme i Arakin, This
blatant ncts in human atrocities by
the unscrupulous and  deceitiul
nutionalist Buddhists  of  Burma
veonstralned our forerunners Lo first
organise an cmancipation move-
ment In 1947-48."From 1944 to
1944, tho Musllnw oft Burma
l[aunched  varions  movements
to compel the - British . lo ngree
to necopd tho  Arakan reglon
the status of  an”  inde-

pendent state, “which could not
make any appreciable headway due
(o cunning, oppressive, and repres-
sive mensures even when Burma was
given independence by the British
colonial rulers on January 4,1948."
So, Arakan was made partof Burma

~ by the Briitish colonialists,

Not belng culfurally and ethni-
cully Burmese, the Rohingyas have
never stopped from usserting their
aspirations for autonomy,but having
been unable to atiract cither the
sympathy of the Muslim world orthe
political interest of any great power,
the successive Burmese nuthorities
have invariably been able to crush
and suppress them, Evidently, the
‘Operation Dragon King' of January
1978 is believed to have been con-
ceived ns far back as 1955, when the
people (exeluding those below 12
years of age) of Arnkan state of
Burnta were issued the National
Repistration Card with the warning
that only the holders of this card will
be congidered as bonafide citizens of
Burma, After nnnouncing the
"Dragon King Operntlon’ In January
1978 the Government of Burma
bepan putting in concenl-

ration camps (hose who did not pos- .

sess the National Registration Card
issued in 1955, Even o lnyman can

IMMA
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_claims, they systematically raped a

understand that after 1955, there
must have been many more who
would have crossed the age of 12
ears, nnd therefore, cligible to be
ssued the National Reglstration
Catd. But when It was done only In
1955, and never after that, how
could it be possible for them to have
in their possession this so-called cor-
tificate of nationality,

As n result of Operation Nagn
Min or ‘Dragon King, launched by
Military-Socialist Ne Wi regime in
Jonuary, 1978, 3()(),()(* refugeces
fo secks ndsheller in Bang-
ladesh. They fled out of Burmu in
hoats or on foot by the thousands
shouldering what's left of their
belongings in twin baskets at the
ends of bamboo poles. Denis Gray
reported that “ITamed Husein, o
64-year old farmer with a grey beard
and dirt encrusted feet, sald he had
walked cirhl days with his family of
13. Stopping by the edge of therohd,
the old man rummaged through his
{ow remaining possessions eager (0
produce faded but carefully pre-
served Identity cards to prove they
were legal DBurmese residents.
Husein said  that when 300 to 400
Burmese soldicrs came 1o his village
of Shikhali recently they ignored the
Cards issved on a 1952 Ministry of
Home Affairs form, Instead, he

group of young Muslim women and
shot 15 or 16 men in 2 village cour-
tyard.”

‘The Sunday Times (May 14,
1978) has deseribed the liolocaustas
one of the " preatest un-reported
tragedies ", The Muslim  World
League in March, 1978 had in 2
telegram to Mr. Waldheim, spoke
about “ Genocidal extermination of
Muslim citizens of Burma and the
continuous  destruction  of their
property.” But the United Nations
Secretary General failed to tnke
notice of the problem.

Rangooti hag been disallowing
clvil rights to lts minorities since
long ago. That Muslims have been
denied the llolr pilgrimage. 1t is
only one examplie of the repression
Theasures, Denis Gray reported:
« At Leda refugee camp, a group of

Mus'im religious leaders said the

With the problem will be to arm the
refugees and help them to (orim 4

happened to TTeld

had defiled Mosques, rolled cigaret-
tes from pages of the Koran, the holy
book of Islam, and prohibited all
from going on pilgrimage to
Mecen,” On the slightest provoca-
tion, they have been publicly
humiliagted, imprisoned and thelr
properlics confiscated. The armed
personnel of Burmn not only evicted
Burmese citizens from their hearths
and homes, but nlso deprived them
of their valuables, money, ration-
cards and nationality certificates --
at pun-point = (o put before (he
world later on that the *refugees in
Bangladesh were not Burmese,"”
At Kutupalong No. 1, refuges
camp show that so far there have
been 146 births and 365 deaths, Al
Nilla Camp, 785 have died out of
22,000; at Leads, 748 out of 20,000.
Asia sire :
7,600 people died — many in

measles epidemic,

—ﬁﬂ’[ﬁ:’x’%ﬂﬁmhu magnitide of the
problem that has compelled some
Bangladeshi officials to say:"If_the

step, those who can produce dncu-d‘
ment legally issued by Burma or

other supporting evidence will be

accepled, ;

Doubts nrose whether the Bur-
mese. renlly intended to take bock
most of the Rohingyu refugees or
even to properly rehabilitate the few

thonsnnds they may after all be able
to persuade to return, The
npprehenstons were proved e
when some returnees slipped back
into Bangladesh and exposed cases
of nteogity. Daily  Ttelug aeported
that returnee Rohingya victims are
starving, Many have died of starvi-
tion, Food-stulf aré not available
_too. As a resull many

Tefuriiees are being subjected to
man-mude catnstro he nnd took the .
rond buck to Bangladesh, On cros-
sing the Bangladesh border, they
were forced to sign a paper snying
that 3 (1) they had gone to Buanglod-

ouh on thelr own free will and had
not been forced out by the Burmese
povernment (1) they had now left
Bangladesh willingly and no one hnd

Durmese won't L 1esc people

back. (he best way for ug lo cope

e same thing
Marshal
Mohammad Ayub Khan, the former
President of Pakistan who gave
warning — “'1 hope you don’t wint
our forces to cross the border™.
Enormity of the situation forced the
Red Cross and some international
organisations (o rush to the rescue of
the victims. But o very questionnble
role was played by the Christian
organisalions, who trieu to' trade on
misery and Indoctrinate uprooted
Muslims on Christiun lines.” Com-
mendable role was played by the
Rabita-al- Alam al-Tslami,

The pressure exerted by the Asian

iGeration lronl,

the Islamic bloc and some adverse
inlernations oreed the

Burmese regime 10 sign 1 Dacea on
978, an agreement with

Dangladesh To repatrlate all Bur-
mese natonals and residents 'now
sheltered in Bangladesh', According
to the Agreement, Burma will, ng o
first step, accept those who hold
Nurmese national registration cer-
ificates and foreign registration cer-
(ificates together with members of
heir families. As a second and third

countrics, (he Isfamic Conleren ce,

forced them to do 5o, and (iii) they
understand that they may be liable to
such punishment as nyay be imposed
by the Burmese immigration
authorities for having crossed the
border *illegally.’ e
| Maulana Nooral Islam, Vice-
President of the Rohlngya Janiat-
e-Ulama whosvent to Arakan on
January 25, 1979 and got back
about the middle of April, 1979 has
alleped thut o virfunl reign of terror
has been let loose In Arikan by the
Burmese military and police
authorities, Ve latest account 1o
come out of this curlain of silence s
from Rohingya Patriotic Froat. Iis
reported that no_relurnee viclims
(has yet) got back his land, hpusc
and other propertics. They Iave
been Torced 10 i ar

jungle which i for

_is not
human dwellings, Thelr lands have

—Wamﬂmﬂrgd—rnwgﬂzd-
dhistsIn the Rohingya Communily
sy much of the apricultural tands
in every village, tacts nre being
transformed into government con-
trolled co-operutive farms ; conse-
“quently muny viclims are becoming
landless and jobless. They left
behind cattles, houses and many
movable properties of the Rohingyn

| victims are now in the possession of

army and local tongh puys in Arakan
s i "
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the .non~Muslims. No decree or

order is issued by the government to
release those illegal possession. No
former government servants among
the Rohingya refugee Muslims have
been reinstited, Burmese govern-
ment still regards the Rohingyas as
alicns, Their movement is still under
restriction. Notable persons and
religlons figures from nmong the
Rohingya returnee viethms are being
arrested on wanton and meaningless
allegation,

It s ulso reported ''those mos-
ques, madrassahs and the Darul
Ulooms which were destroyed,
burnt and demolished have not been
rebuilt and restored. Rather the
Burmese army personnel are desec-
rating the existing mosques and
madrassahs and Darul  Ulooms
encamping in them, Friday prayer is
banned for the Rohingya students
and teachers in the schools of the

state,"
As regards the rations, Imuxc<

building materials, clothes and all
kinds of relief goods so far provided
by UNHCR agencies for the retur-
nee victims, It Is reported that the
Burmese authorities nre cunningly

_depriving the Rohingyas of their

sunctioned goods. A great number
of returned refugees are dying out of
hunger and malnutrition in the
camps. Ratlons are exploited by the
Burmese nuthorities, All kinds ol
relief milk are selling in the black
markets. These allegations are also
substantinted by other independent
sources and have not been refuted
by cither the Burmese government
or the UNHCR,

“I'he main reason why the Bur-
mese regime has been able to be so
brutal and callous, is the complete
insensibility of the world commuinity
as such and the Muslim world in par-
ticular to the fate of the Rohingyas.”
The complacence on the part of
‘Muslim community will not do. The
whole Ummah will have to share the
woes and agonies of (hese destitutes
who were driven out of their own
Jand, have to leave their hearths and
homes and were mercilessly oppres-
sed and have been beaten to death
only because they were the followers
of Prophet Muhammad (peice be
upon him) and Islam was dearer to
them than their own souls.

e
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ROHI NGYA MUSLIM CALL

The Rohingya Patriotic Front
through Shabir Hussain, Sccretary
of Foreign Affairs ncting on behal(
of Mohammud Jafer 1labib, Presi-
dent of the Front informed IMMA
that it has filed a petition with the
new Secretary General of the
Organization of the Islamic Confer-
ence, Hnbib Chatti, calling for netion
and implementation ol standing
resalutions of Muslim  world
organizations concerning the perse-
cution of the Rohingya Muslims of
Burma,

The Front stated that the fol-
lowing were the important resol-
utions:

I-The World Muslim Congress
have urged in the London Seminar
of July 24-28, 1978 sponsored by
the OIC to pressure the Burmese
government fo desist from pursuing
its genocidal- campaign agalost the
Rohingya ‘Muslims, The Seminar
had adopted this move and recom-
mended to Muslim governments to
undertake positive action to protect
the rights of the Rohingya Muslims,

2- The Muslim World League
suggested in the 10th Islamic Con-
ference hield ut Fes, Morocco on
May 8-12, 1979 to call on Muslim

" povernments to glve financial nssis-

tance to the Rohingya Muslims who
are mostly refugees,

3= ‘The Islumic Secretarint have
issued statements (o the effect that
the Muslim member states of the
O1C should make representations to
the Burmese povernments Lo repat-
rinte the Rohingya Muslims and
recognize the citizenship rights of
these people, Bangladesh and Saudi
Arabia  responded to the eall
topether with other Muslim goy-
grnigonty and made the Burmese
gevernent sign the Dacea Accord.,

The Front said, ‘that we feel that
the resolutions of the Islamic bodics
are without effective sanctions. This
is the reason why the Ne Win gov-
ernment regards these resolutions as
empty threats, Wilhout effective
pressures from the Muslim govern-
ments nothing will bé achieved,
Elfcctive ways and means should be
devised for a permanent und lasting
solution’, The Front further
declnred that us the peaceful means
[ail the Muslim World must support
materially and morally the ‘JITAD'

1l

|

and act decisively to save over i mil-
lion people in-Arakan. 1t should be
done before Ne Win succeeds in
completely liquidating the Musglim
minority which itls doing on u plin-
ned and systematic way.

The Rohingya Patriotic Front was
formally organized in 1963. The
main objective of the Front is to
establish the Rohingya Autonom-
ous State withln the Durmese Fed-
eratlon In order to Insure the
enforcement of nn Islamic system
among the Muslims and invite the
pon-Muslims to Islam in a free and
effective way. :

| BURMA

Between April and June last year,
200,000 panic-striken Rohingya
Muslims poured out of Burma
into the Chittagong hill country of
neighbourlng Bangludesh’s cast
coast cily of Chittagong. The |
exodus, spurred by a Rungoon-
N1 SH LH I Y ITI
military reipn of terror, opened &

'
|

| temporary rift In Burmit-
Banpladesh relntions and crented -
Anew A -

Ton that could hardly afford it

More than 7,600 prople died —
many in o measles epidemie-
before a return movement began
under a Vlllllll“lrr repatriation
| upreement worked oul between

the two natlons, The Chittngong
Divisionnl  Commissioner  who
visited @ number of refugee
camps on March 17 fast told that
there has been u continuous flow
of refugees to their homeland tnd
it would take few months more to
send back the remaining refugees
numbering over a lakh to Burma.
The refupees, he added, are eager
to retpen to Burma at the shortest
possible time for resetlement in
their  homeland, The ile

Nations High Commission [for
| Refug ich iy supervising

[ The repatriation, has proposed @
US$ 7 million resettlement prog=_
ramme for relurnees. Reports
eftgec oflicial : - the appeal

has been lnunched and we are off
1o a good start 3 we hgve § 2.5m.
already”, About one lakh or
100,000 Burmese Muslim
refugees have so far retumed to
their homeland from a string of

I to/18
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In a statement issued on May
16, in connection with the Bur-
mese  tefupees, the Scerelary
General of the Organisation ol
Islamic Conference said, he was
“(leeply worried and anguished al
the deplorable news about the
destiny of the Muslim Commun-

ity in Burma.” Mr. Gaye, the See-
retary General of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic onference said that
ever since the tragedy of the
Burmese Muslims and the influx
of refugees to the Peoples’
Republic of Bangladesh  con-
dnued, due to acts of apgression
and  sequestration ol Muslim
properties by the authorities in
Burma, tens of thousinds of
women, aged and disabled were
leading miserable livesin the bar-
racks of Hnnglndcsli and neiph-
bouring countries of Bangladesh
where they had been sulfering
from hunger and cpith-mir's. The
Secrelary General sitid that the
actions conmmitted by the Gov-
ernment of Burma against its
Muslim nationals clenrly showed
the fanatic  objectives which
negate the basic human rights and
as such did not become a respon=
gible authority which respects the
rights of one of its communities.”
While denouncing  these acts
against Muslim communities in
Burma, the Secretary General of
(e Organisation of the Ishamic

Canference draw world altention

o the tragic situation ol thal

community und calls on its mem-
bers to  bring the Burmese
authoritics to desist [rom is
inhuman policies and appeals to
stronply denounced  these acts
and apply all means (o end these
and to olfer all necessary assis-

tance to their brothers.”
(Org:\nisalinn ol the Islamie

TMMA
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Muslims in Burma

The Institute of Muslim Minor-
ity Allairs, King Abdul Aziz Uni-
versity Jeddah, Saudi Arabiu held
a Seminar on the Muslims ol East
Alrica on May 21 and 22, 1978 at
the University Campus, Fminent
Scholars [rom Kenya, Tanzania,
Mozambique, Sudan and Egyp!
discussed  such topies as: The
Impact of Colonialism on Muslim
life in Bast Alvica, Christian
Minorities and their activities,
Problems of Islamic education in
minority arcas, General condi-
tions of Muslim life in Tanzania
Muozambigue,
Minority Rights in Islam and so
on. Dr. Abduallah Omar Nassiel,
e chairman of the Institute of
Muslim Minority Allairs and the
Vice-President ol King Abdul
Avsiz University, Jeddah inaugu:
pated the seminnr and itowas
addressed among others by his
Iixcellency Sheikh Al-Tnkan,
(he Sceretary  General ol the
Rubitan Al-Alnm Al Ishini,
Sheikh Salwit Saqqa Amini, the
Assistant Sceretary Gieneral of
the Rabita Al-Alam Al-lslami
tbled a resolution condemning
the atrocities  done on the
Arakanese Muslims by the Bur-
mese Government, The resolu-

Gon rung as Tollows:

wWe record with deep concern
and anguish the treatment that
is heing meted out to the Mus-
lims of Arakan in Durma andy
we appeal (o the waorld consei-
ence in general and Burmese
Governmnent in particular to
putastoplo the Dragan Oper-
ation that they leashed outon
e  Rohingya  Mushms ol
Burma™.

Drendsning (he Robingyen crisls

(anis {rom Burma in 1963 shortly
alter Ne Win came 0 power."”

Rangoon will not stop untit

Status ol

Bangladeshi diplomats in
varions capitals have been busy
explaining that the exodus is the
result of o Burmese drive thal
wgeems to have only one objec-
tive, namely clearing the entire
Arakan region ol the Mlu.-ilim
population™ (estimated  al
upwards ol 1 million). Sald one
diplomat: “This is similar to the
expulsion of Indions and Pakis-

Dacea has cxprcsscd concern that

non-Buddhistsin the Arakanreg-

fon nro driven out, Sharing thut
Vicw, Pakistan last week lodged a
protest with Rangoon over the
exodus of Muslims. Apart [rom
(he fact that some of the Rohing-
yeu Muslims are of Pukistuni and
[ndian extraction, Islamabad is
anid 1o Teel Pmorally obliged™ to
(ke astand sinee Bangludesh was
parl of Pakistan until six years
apo. Jronically, the Pakistani con-
cern was being cited by Burmese
alficials in &.uppn‘}l of their argu-
ment that the displaced Muslims
are not Burmese’ nationals but
unauthorised residents... Asked
why they were Jeaving almost two
years aller the census began, one
Burmese diplomat  told Asia-
week: “*We have only just got
around to Arakan. We would
enter one village and the next vil-
lage further on would get word of
it and simply disappear.” A Dut-
mese military officer added: e
whole  thing just snowballed,”
The officials claim that the villa-
gers led rather than face immig-
ration checks because Md
o valid papers lor their.con-

linued stay in Burma.™...

(Asiaweek, June '78)
i B Wi
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ARAKAN

The ‘dragon’ in the grass

The Burmese depuly
minister for immigration
and manpower, LI Ohn
ityan, sald rocontly that
Ihe ‘Oporntion Dragon
King' still remains in
force nnd would conlinue
to be Implemented until
Its objectives are fully
achlaved.

The words "Operatlon
Naga Mii' or ‘Operalion
Dragon King' came o be
known carly last year ‘when
ihe Burmese government
started ils campaign of expul-
sion against the Nohingya
Muslims residing mainly in
Arakan province, and pushed
out over three hundred thou-
sund of these into the
nelghbouring  Hanpladesh.
Najin Min was (he code name
for Lthe ‘operalion’,

The World Muslim Congress
called it a penocidal exler-
mination ol Muslim citizens of
Burma’ and drew (he alten-
tion ol Muslim states and the
UN seeretary peneral. ‘The
Organisalion ol Istamie
Conlerence (O1C) also
denounced “the persecution,
killing and torture ol Muslims
al the hands ol the military
vulers of Burma and called
upon all its member-stales to
scondemn their inhuman acls
and [ake measnres (o pul an
end 1o the sullerings of the
Muslims In Arakan’. The OIC
cenl ils assislinl seerelary
general. Qussim al Zulairi, (o
visit the refugee camps in
Bangladesh  along with the
Libyan and Pakigtani ambas-
sndors in Dacea. While
reporting on the atrocities’
aand Cviolations ol human
rights” commitied against
these helpless Itohingya
Muslims. al-Zulairi said thal
the ‘main reason behind fhe
mass deportation of [he
Muslimy  was (he Burimese
povernment s lear ol their in-
Nuenee e the tepgmon where
they torm more than 60 ol
the population”. Counlries like
Saudi Arabin and Algeria also
raised their voices apainst the
Burmese poverpment's freat-
ment ol the Hohingya

ik
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Nohingyn Muslims: Once relugoes In Banglndoah,

Muslims.
Apparently the Burmese
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il

petting ilselt
{he ‘refugee

cerned  wilh
relieved ol
Burden and thus considered il

i)

now rafugoas in thalr own homaland.

‘peration  Hintha!
change in the
rulers

1id
sipgnal any
Burmese milltary

rulers had not bargained for
guch o large seale reaction, expedient o overloole the  policy Towiards (heir {ellow
tending to internationalise the  basic cause ol the problem as — Muslim citizens? Many

ease ol (he Rohingya
Muslims. So they allowed
themselves fo he seen iy
capitulating a little. President
Ne Win pave a public s
surance Hhat the “operation’
had ot been launched “for the
purpose ol persecution on
racial or religions ground”
However he also warned (he
Muslim countries that the
yoblent  cancerned  only
sarnia and Bangladesh’ and
not cany  Muslime rveligious
arganizalions’.

FFor reasons unknown the
Bangladesh povernment also
chose 1o keep the Muslim
counltries and Islamie
organizations ol a distanee.
One  Banpladesh  journalist
close to the povernmenl anel
now a member ol the cabinel
hadd aecused ‘certain Muslim
commtries’ (presiumably Libya
anid Saudi Avabin ol pushing
the Muslim minorities ol
South-Isast  Asia lowiards
sadventurism’ and  thereby
cousing appravalion in their
sylering. :

Apparently the Bangladesh
povermment was only con-
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well as the question ol the
gilely and rehabilitation ol
Me returnees, The Hurmese
wovernment, on the olher
cnel, wanted Lo avoid any in-
ternationalisation ol ils treals
ment ol the Rohinpya
Muslims and the concomilanl
issuc ol heir Tondamental
Iunem riphts, So the Two
worked out an aprecment
ahoul Wlateral repatiabion,
the details ol which were
never made publie.

The Burmese alhorities
code nimned the repatrialion
programme COperation
Mintha' (merey bivd). In the
absence ol any  puacaniec
aannst persecution [he
relupees were reluetint to po
hack. Bul they had no choice,
In many instances lhe
Banpladesh  anthorities Tor
cibly “handed over wnwilling
persons to the Hormese
plitary olherals entrasted
wilh the task ol receiving the
pelupees o one instanee the
Banpladesh poliee even
opened lire on i crowd ol ths
approving relugees Kitlinge i
nimber ol then

reparts reegived from Arakan
nepate apy such hope.

Despite olheinl nssuranees
few ol lhe |'vp:|||'l:i!ull
refupees were peinstated in
fheir government o semi-
povernment jubs, Instead o
miber of them were served
wilh notices terminaling (heir
jobs. Besides, the nationality
repistration  cerlilicales
(NHCT ol many Rohingya
Muslims  were  conliseated
with the result they cannol
move heyond - theiv villiges
and are thus deprived ol
chanees Tor seeking joh o
business oulside their normal
place ol domicile.

In some cases refugees
were not allowed (o return to
their villages, Inomany cases
ey were allowed To return,
but denied possession ol (heir
Jands and propertics. Where
e lded  propertivs were
Letnened to then owners, they
were placed at the disposal ol
mewly ereated colleclives’
supervised by Buddlist Maghs.
The tranetors and olher tools
supplhied by the UNHER for
e benehls of the relupees



were appropriated by ||Il‘h‘U]|
Magh-run ‘eollectives'. A
farpe parl ol other reliel
poods wig misn sproprinted
clther by the military or sold
into black market. The reliel
gtores ol Moungdnw HE
Huthidaung are alleged Lo
huve been sel on lire by the
military o conceal their
cibezzhement,

“The Hohingya Muslims find
it very ditticull to approach

the UNHRC tor tear ol haras-

smenl and perseeution by the

Burmese. The lew who had

dared to complain were
severely punished and put into
wison, The Burmese Ecv: an
telling them nol o ook .
jowards “your white fathers’
or ‘Avab lathers’. Many ol
1hose who were imprisoned al
the bepinning of tOperation
Prapon King' were still In
prigon. In Akyab prison alone
avor 150 such prisoners were
funpuishing wilhout knowing
vither about (heir ‘erime’ or
e duration of their punish-
{ ment’, Morcover
deprive the Itohingyas of any
“endership,  the prominent
- people arong {hem were, on
refurn. pl:wmi under detention
| on charges like "illegal travel-
“ Jing” and so on.
It is also understood that the

Burmese government Is plan-
the country s

pationality taw with a view 10| ritton by Dan Tadesiv
ihe Hohingya
al ihetr bamie | ment of our country.
jphts. So with e th developme y
deapon’ sl lurking in Ahe |

ol the ltohingyas ‘ !
apain started I'It_-(sin[.!,I i WWW

ning to change
deprive
Musglims
citizenship v

FTHRS. many
Hive

abroad, But this Lime lllcr are
(

pol  poing 1o Banpladesh

fnstead they are escaping -

dividually fo other countric

ol the region
DHEL

fluwever also

there s

!

tike this and so ir th
Hohingyas are (o survive as
Muslim cnlili,r

no recourse b

in order lo |

i Lo the Middle

* prowing realization that the
f‘lrgo majority cannol escape \

\tien they have
ul Lo light. Bul

113
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Don't you have ny hordor problemb

with Indla?
No, we don't. Tho only problom haa

Molsumnd  Iqbul,

huoen tho shurin ol the Gungos wators . :
the so-called Barolda Burrago pro- the Rohingya  Patriotic
blom. Wo renchod npgroemont on Lho (RPF), thoe only liberation move-

most difficult perlod — the sharing of
walory during Lho driont porlod, In
April. We'll now worlt ek Lo Junuary.
Tho problom arouo only durlngg the dry
. goason. In Ltho wol seuson, w0 could do

denied the claim of the
Communist Party report

with less wator!

of the Arakan stale

of the | pcp, Igbal said,

What about the problem
“Biharis" fu l!nn;ﬂlnduuh?

Wo wouldn't call them Bihuris, They
aro peoplo from undivided Paldstan

who were in Bangladesh nb the time
havon't

the Communist
Thin Tin).,  They

ARAKAN (BURMA)

Cumi;umlsl claimsg denled
gpokesman of

ment of the Arakanese Muslims,

’

Front

Durmese
(Impact

. Internntional, London, 2% Teb, = 13
! Mars 1980) that the entire people
support the
“Tyen the com-
imunlsts are not united behind the
BCP (supported by Peking under
leader Thakin DBa
have the Arakan

and thoe
(MLI).

The Ro-
who constitute

of i:latt[opcyrl‘ltlulli:ni n[n[d who haten
optod for Bangladosh citizanahip, The ) 1
n?njorit,y al Llﬁ! so-called llilmrit? huvo gdﬂm;n"?jﬁt l':lﬂy (%CP{
onted to remain in the country. It's agh reration  bron
the minority that we'ro talldng about. The Soclalists on the other hand
Go far, about 100,000 have beon ro gupporl the government.
Pakistan, and we've hingya Muslims

patriated to
""rouchml agrooment Lo
| *another 26,000,

609% of the people in the

roputrinto
enemies of (he communlst

| What 1o Bungladesh's positlon ony |
jng the

slate are |
s "

“The communists /o also taid-
Rohingya Muslims and are

H the big-power confllety — hetwoeh

Chlna und tho Goylet  Unlon, for | | guilty of looting and extortion.

- Ingtanco? basod on frl ul-i1l They operate in some of the hills
Our foroign policy ta bawed on frlond= {11 dan, Mychaung and Mine

Lrios. And 80, in an
| countrios n 03;‘ ko e

groups in Buihidaung,
Tangbro and mosl of th

" ghip with a
! conflict between two powers —
otherwise — e won't Lilt one wny \

or nnother. Our foreign policy io under-

nationalism,
1y almod ot helping gya 10Wns Theso
In tho lonk run, T S1GE ; O'r[u minated by the  Musl

not anti-anything. That's our position.

IMMA. Bulletin,

BCP. ACP,
government o

. | The
Buddhist
/45)

ainst the Muslims.
o are also in danger of be
13 overcrowded uumpsul.lckn'z\l le.Jslamized due 1o lac
and Ukhiaareas that provided lit- 1 part
e proteetion apainst stinging
monsoon downpours and  the
ever-present (hreat of runaway

v (Continucd from

[
a
fight for
Comi

to effectively
and Istam while

ﬁ}:vun the cxpurl?ncc (l)ll
aglims in atand, South e T o R y 5
I'hilippines and their own - d“‘“‘“_?‘ th)'”-“:‘:“f:f‘(‘::l lE::;'rL:cinp getting official §llPPerl
guch glaving examples of Inep- thun six MOMAS TS B0 Re | munist  countries like
titude and Iuck of rea) | 10 return, The 1l-‘13“L““j' ¥ ‘*5‘ others.
| s Socielies s anuir 1 ;
Cross Societics snid on iy 3, material  nssistance, i

golidarily in the Mustim world
{he Muslims ol Arakan face L1979 that 2,500 13

a long and lonely battle. Th
could indeed win it provid
ey also Jearned to depend
(hemselves
- are no wouldbe

and God, There
Qiberators! @

s Were ; . :
ML of the Muslims will co
eventually the commui

might come rue.

oy |
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returning to their homeland from

Banpladesh every three days.
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from the Muslim world.
RPIF has not received material nid

are no communist
Maungdaw, °

¢ Rohin-

arens aro do-

ims . and

they support the Rohingya Patrio-
tic Teront,” Igbal explained to the

The RPF pointed out that in all
arcas where the comniunisls operate
{he Muslims have been driven oul,
MLF, and the

ro all ag-

The Muslims

ing slowly
k of sup-
The

their land
junists are
from com-
China and

Unless the Muslims get

¢ dispersal
ntinue and

st claims
AR
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Thie lissue of the Bulletin focuses oOn the historicel links
of the Arakan reglon with Bangladesh ag well pg the analysis of

human rights provisions enshrined in the U,N., Charter, the Unl-
vternational Cove-

. yersal Declaration 6f Human Rights and the 1i
“nants on Human Rights.
In the fliret article entlitled "Araltan in Histoxdcal Persp~

an attempt fis made to examine how Arakan hag long been
The Arab

actiive'™
politiically and culturally influenced by Musllm Bengal o

traders first came to Arakan durlng the ?th'century and slnce

then Islam started Bprending in the Area.,

Arakan's politiical ldinks wlth Bengal were however, optablldehod

when Narameikhla, the King of Arakan

L

during the 15th century,
he Muslim ruler of Bengal to rogain his King-

gought the help of t
an 1ink hae heen the

dom. The slignificant aspect of Bengal~Arak

migration of Araken refugees to Bengal since the 7th centnry;

on of human rights

The second article deals with the protectl
to

al freedoms of individuals. Thip article attempts

and fundament
rtey reglme has made human rights leg=

ghow how the law of the Caa
-natlional concern. In today's inter-

ves Lpso facto matters of interx

dependent world tranggressions of human rights by any government

produces deprivatory effocts upon fits own people am well &s on

others beyond its own border,

In addition this issue contalnsg the statement of Prof,Shamsul

Huq, Adviser, incharge of the Ministry of Forelgn Affalrs and a

note on the "An Arms Race,"
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. capltal of Aralkan was not Wesall and L
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ARAKAIN_IN HISTQRLCAL PEBSPEOTIVE

Introductions
Arskan 18 one of the ptates of the Union of Burma having a
171 mile-long border with Bangladomh.”It comprises a strip along
the eastern coast of thé Bay of Bengel from the Naaf rivexr on the
border of Chittagong to Cape Negarise. It liea between the Araksn
Yuma range and the Bay of Bengal, The total area of Arvakan is
oVer 18,540, square miles and jts present population number al

29100;0001

most

), My
|

. From the lﬁth to the 18th century the history of Arakan was

‘clogely linksed with that of Muslim Bengal. Howevor, Iplam Wag

fi}qt introduced b

10d of Mindu dynasties, Botwaon the 7th and 10th centuries, fthe :

punggret along the river

Pinduiem and Buddhism prevelled, But the Mongollans

Lomyo when
Although the Mongollans were in control

conquered Wosall in 957.
of Arakan and had played the role of 'King~-makexrs®
a‘epire to establish their own Kingdom, P

nd, came to Arxakan duxing

The Arab traders, on the other ha
d spreading in the roglona.

fho ?th,contury and since Islam starte
Mowevew, Islam made its firet major polit

early 15th century through Naramellkhla,
‘nargh waé dethroned 1in 14,06, He took refuge in Hengal,
‘Lglam and gought the help of the Muslim name Sulaiman by gul kan

Ngsiuddiq Shah of Gaur (then caplta
-ﬂplaiman wap accompanied by Muelim troops‘from Bengal,

h;a‘capigal at Mrohaung,
."‘.From 1430 to 1640, Arakan was polit
Zébﬁk ghah (1531-53) dsaume
and made 1t a fortified state.
polidated the Muslim cule assuming the tit

ing imperial title of Delhl).

Ho sel up

le of npadshah™ (copy=
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y the Muglim Sufis and Mystlos durlng thglpar%

they Qid gop,-’

{cal impact during ghe
King of Arakan, Thls mow:
accepted i &

| of Bongal, 1342-1576), King

where the Sandikhan moaque wap arQQFBQ,.

1cally cloée-to Bongal._'
d Magh title. Minbin and ruled ﬁrgkaufu
Later Salim Shah (1593=1611) con=

Tt was durlng 1540 that the Muplim.

e
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Salim Shah extened the Kingdom to
or Burma. Musllm influence

Brother of Aurangzeb, fled
y King‘SandathudamMa, but

rule Arakan reached its zenith.
Moulmein in Tenassarim Division of Low
wag also intensified when prince Sudja,

to Arakan in 1660. Sudja was murdered b
‘hts followers were retained ab the court as Archers of the Guard,

in which role theylfpequently intervened as 1King-malcers?, Descen=
dents of these Mughal courtiers remeln distinctlve to this day.
Bofore the 19th century, Musllm presence in Purma proper wag con-
tined to emall nutbor of aujarntl troaders ond certaln gunnors pnd
techniclians conscripted into the gervice of the Kings of Aralkan,

In 1784, Burmese King Pudawpaya(or Bodawya) captured the king—
dom's power and Muslim rule gradually gave in. A relgn of terror
was let loose by the new king, causing the mlgration of thousands
of Arakanese (mostly Muplime) to Chittagonge. puring 1784-1825 per-
iod, the Burmese Buddhists dominated the region. Under the new
rulers, the Muslims were tortured permecuteds. To the exent that
about 200,000 people fled to Bgngal during the Bame perlod. Thise
partly explained why the Muslims sided wi.th the British during the
first Anglo~Burmese War of 1824~28, In 1884 the whole of Burma was’
annexed by the British and mude an administrative part of prd t1sh

India, However, in 1937 the Bri tlsh geparatsd Durma from Indiza.
The British rule £11l January b, 1948 whoen by the Londbq;ﬁgreaﬂent
of October 17, 1947 power was handed over to the pregident of the,

Burmese Republic. The Arakanose achioeved gtntehood on Docember 15,
1974

Patte A tion:
oos into Bengal has almopt heen an
foxr a large number of

chaos,

The influx of Arekani refug
intermittent phenomenon in history., In 1775,
Arakanese took ghelter in o of persecution,

and political {nestablllity

Chittagong becaus
in Arakan. The to tal number of thes

fugees were about 2000, Again in 1784 a large number of Arakanik
ed pourding into Chlttagong. The reason that prompted
t of Arakan by the King of Burma and

\tlon, Still pgain durlng 18408 pub-
r sgtruggle, intrlgue
1 this prompted

€ re-

refugees gtart
the migration waB the conques
the attendant political persect
11.c 1life in Arakan was disturbed by the pawe
and civil violence that took place in the capital and
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migration of the Aralkaneso in thoubunda to Chlttagong.

Earlier, during the uprislng of 1796 and 1798 agalnst the pexr-
gecution of the_Burmese soldiers large number of refugee migrated
to Chittagong. The extent of the oppressiion becomes clear from

what the refugees to say: . :
"We will never return to the Aralan country; Lf you

choose to slaughter us here we are willing to die;

1f you drive us away,we will go dwell in the.

jungles of the great Mountaina.*"5
Between 1797 and 1798 about 40,000 Arakaneme took refuge in Chitt-
agong, These posed serdous political and ewonomlc problems for the
East India Company.'The Company's attempt to rehabllitate them in
Chittagong created suspicion in the mind of the Burmese King and

_eventually led to the first Anglo-Burmese War of 1824-26,

The British annexation of Arakan in 1826 led an influx of
Muglim from Chittagong into coastsal towns, particularly Akyab. The
annexation of Lower Burma (1852) was also followed by large-scale
Indian Immiigratlon from the 1880s onward, During the British Rule,
the Muglims not only sided with the British but alse took advantage
of higher education, Many of them attained prominence in govern-
ment service, banking and business. Chittagonian Muglime supplied
almost all the crews of the coastal and riyor-steamors, The KhoJas

and the Qujaratis dominated the retail trade.

The 19%0s was a decade of depression and some rogentment was

vented upon the muslims, consplcuous in tha economy. Violent rdats
occured in 1930 and '38; the latoer lasted from July to December,

and were flercest in Rangoon and Mandalay. Some 200 Muglims were
killed, while many migrated to Bengal.

In 1942, Burma was captured by the Japanese and Indlans left
Burma. Some return after war but the total Muslim populati@ns in
1958 15 probably slightly higher than in 19%1, perhaps 600,000
5l 18 quite {ncomplete). About half are from
As of today, reportedly 500,000 Muslims
Indla, Palklstan, Thailand and the
the refugees now in Bangladesh).

(the Census of 1953~
the South Astan countries.
have left Burma for Bangladesh,
Mlddle Eastern countrles (excluding
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A political organization, the Burma Muglim Congress, was or-
med in 1945 and was affiliated to the Anti-Fasclet Peoplels Freedom
League, the government'coalition party. Two Muslims had been Cabi-
net Ministers during the greater perlod since independence: ﬁ.ﬂ.
Rashid, a leading trade unionist and buslnessman, and U Khin Maung
Lat (Abd Al~-Latif), a lawer, The Leaders of independent Burma,
notably U Nu Lay great stroess upon thelr Buddhist heritage; Mus-
lim are accepted ag equal citlzens, but number of Lrritanta have

oxleted, The Mujahid Revolt in northern Arakan led by Kasim, a
tisherman, aimed £ unfon of this area with Palclstan, The Mujahids
terrorised the Buthidaung-Maungdaw area from 1948 to 1954, but
with the imprisonment of Kaslm in a Pakcigtanl gaol their activi-
In September 1954, a natlonal Politi-~

ties were greatly reduced.

" oal erisls was created by widespread monastlc protests against

Telamic teachings in state school, but in general reatlons are
harmonious, In Araken, where Buddhists and Musllms are intermin-

geled, many Muslim customs are followed by the Buddhists, even .
beof-eating. But in Lower Burma beef~eating and animal sacrifice

ég—the ELd are actively dlscouragod.

Cul ture and nguage:

tfon with Muslim Bongul round“ﬁtu QxR

The Arakanese connec
1im titlee by the Puddhist King

repeion in the appumption of Mus
and in the imsue of coins on which appears those titles or Kalima

is clear that the Aralkanese coins are mod-
olled upon those of Bengal. Phus 1n Bengal the use of the Kaliung

begine about the time when Naramelkhla was restored by Sultan of
Bengal to the Arskon throne and in both countries a clummylﬁgjlg

4n Persian script. It

was uged,

Muslim in Arakan left traces
Mrohaung and in the Boddormolkan a
Awliyn, whose most famous 8
porslan wag the officlal language
g brought into cir-

in the Sandlikhan Mosque at
t Acyab and Sandoway Shrines of

Barserl-Din

Durdng the Musllm rule,

and 1t continued till 1836, Muglim coinage wa
Rohingyan, Bongall and Burmese were

culation. Arablc, Persian, HOW ‘
1ke Bengall, oyigindfﬁﬂ“??vm”PﬁII'and

all practiseds Burmese, 1
hat Wesnll Pengall was used

ganskit. Historlcal ovi.dences proved
both by the lindus and the Buddhists. To the oxtent ‘that Bengall

hrine is in Chittagong. -

e g

e e — __‘



119

Muslim poets lilke Daulat Kedjli and Sayed Al-Awal, who wrote at the
courts of King Thrithudamma and Sandathudamma, were under the pat-

ronage of offliclales at the court,

Rohingya, the 'lingua franca® is wyitten in Arabic and Rengali
characters. The Magh Buddhists (originally from Magadha of Blhar
in Indiia) who came to Burma during the {1th and 12th centurles
developed (dialect to be precise) 1s nol a wrltten Language.

Conclusion:

To pum up, Arakan has long been connected with Bengal (now
Bangladesh), Because of the political, cultural and commerclal links
between those two territorlies, Arakan uged to be called the "ext-
ended Chittagong'", The unfortunate development'" ham, however, been
the migration of the Burmese-Bongal relations, True, reoliglous and
othnic minorities are a "source" of political and social unrbst
across much 1f the Third World; nonetheless appropriate solutions
must be found to the problems of thelir accommodation and intergra-
tion before developing countries can attain stablility, peace and

prosperity., Recouse to persecution of the minorities does not pro-

vide any solutfon at all,

1. The census reports are incomplete and, therefore, thq correct

figure cannot be obtalned,

For detalls, see M,S. Collls, History of Bengal, 11,Ipp.120—29;

S
also Sir A.P. Phayre, History of Burma, pp.76~77. '

See, J, Stuart, "An Appeal for More Light on Aralkan Historxry",
Journal of Burmese Research Soclety, Vol.XIII, Pt, 11, (1923),

Pe95.

3
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EDLIORLAL

The fourth issue of Bulletin focusses on the forcible evlctlon _
of the Burmese natlonals from the Arakan State as well as on the

Bangladesh~Japan blilatoral relations,

In the first article entitled, "Burmese Refugees in Bangladesh
in: A Man-made Probiem", an attempt is made lto analyse the discri-
minatory policy of the Burmese dovernment towwrd the Burmese Rohin-
gya minority who are being forcibly evicted from their hohés where
they have been liiving for centurles, Until), now, about 1,50,000 Bﬁrn
mese nationals have been forced to cross fhe Dangladesh-Burma inter-
nationals border and seek refuge in Bangl.adesh, Moreover, averyday
thousands of Burmese nationals are seellng shelter in this country,
many of them with bullet and bayonet injuries, This ils a case of
gross violation of human rights, ‘ :

The situation arisling out of the Burmpse actlion pdees a serlous

gecurlty of the roeglon. While the nature of

threat to the peace and
to provide temporaxy

the problem compels the dovernment of Bangladesh
ghel ter to the Burmese refugees on humaniltarian grounds, it must,
however,immediately take a propriate steps for the spafe return of
The Burmose authorities, on 1lts parts, must
1elr ovm natlonals who are

i

the Burmese refugees.,
also create a sense of securiity among tl
now in Bangladesh and ensure thelr oarly safe roturn to Burma, To

be preciise, the ultimate gsolution of the problem lies in safe return

of the Burmese nationals into thelr own country.
o deals wlth Bangladesh's bilateral relatlons

with Japan, An attempt 1ls made to examine the signlifilcance of Pre-
gldent Zia's wecent vislit to Japan and Japan's oconomlc apslstance
to Bangladesh over the past years, Durlng his vislt Presldent Ziia
amphasized the for greater:economic collahoration between the ‘two
countries. The president also apprised the Japanose investors of

hiis Government®s liberal foreign pollcy and agsured them that his
government would not nationalize any project undertaken by them,

The second articl

Pregldent Zia's visit to Japan wlll further consolldate the.

oxisting bond of Bangladesh-Japan relations, A close Bangladesh-
Japan relatlons will not only prove mutuanlly beneficlal to both the

countries but also contribute to peace and stabllity of Asia.
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In additlion, this issue contalns oconomic news of Bangladesh,
Bangladesli's Protest Note to Buixma over tho eviction of Burmese
nationals, and Bangladesh's position on wvarious iassues currently -
being discussed at the Seventh Sesmlon of the Third Law of the Sea

Conference,

BURMESE REFUGEES IN BANGLADESH: A MAN=MADE PROBLEM

Since her independence Bangladesh Le cogsiatsntly pursulng a
policy of mafintalning friendly relations with all countries, speci-
ally with her nelghbours, Maintalnance of good-nelghbourly relations
has been one of the cardinal princlples of Bangladesh forelgn pallcy.
president's viglt to Burma in last July and his 3-nation tour in
December demonstrate Bangladesh'o loen depire to achiieve the objec~

ti.ve ®

The Backeround:

Bangladesh has a 171 mile common border wilh Burma, Arxalcan 1a
one of the state of the Union of Burma and is the adjolning state
of Bangladesh, Three different types of Muslims had settled for
geveral gonerations in Arakan, They are the Rohingyas (descendents
of the Arabs), Kamanchi (the followers Shah Suja) and the settlers

firom Chitfagong origin.

Burma s a pluralist soclety comprila
1inguiistic groups llke the Shans, Kachins, Karvens, Mons otc, The
majority of the people are puddhist. The Burmese Covernment in rec-
ont times has pursued a policy of ‘discrimination in dealing with a

particular ethmic and rellglous minority residing in Arakan imposing

on them strict regulatlons in regard to thelr movements, granting

of citizenships and other activities. In respect of government jobs,
ipation was very restricted, The au-

as wlth susplclon. The frustration
ing of thelr relations

ing of dlfferent othnlec and

tpade and commerce thelr partic

thorlities have eyed the Rohingy
of ethnic minority has glven rlge to the worson

wil.th the authord.ties.

Volume 1 May 1978 Number 5
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e FRC!g:

" The Burmese Government had always been pursuing a pollcy dis-
crimination in granting nationality certlflcates to the Arakanese
Rohingyas., A great injustice was done to these péopla during the
time of issuing.Egjignal_ﬂﬂglgggggigp Cards(NRC) which every Burn=
ese natlonal 1s entitled to have the pystem of Lesulng of NRC's is

. open, to abuse consldering the mountalnous and inaccessible topogr-
aphy, patterns of population distribution and the exletance of poor
communications. It has become the instrument of oppression accord-
ing to the Bangladesh Forelgn Offlce gpokesman, Even the Burmese
press was critical about the pampant corruption in lesulng the ' NRC's.
Press reports clalmed that every 3rd pergon was deprived of MRG's

in the Arakan area.

Another important point needs %o be moted regard to the NRC que-

stion mince 1970 it is reported that no cards were lssued in the
Arakan reglon whereas, as per the regulation every person above the
' ave NRC's. That means in 1970 those

_age of twelve would have to
; T and 11 years, should have been 1ssued

‘who were between the age ol
with NRC's DYy present age 15 between 12 to 19 years.
— : :
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As they were not given the NRC's They ceased to be the cltlizens of
Burma, It was also reported that in many cases even those who had
received the NRC's were later replaced with the FRC's(IoF ers
83§iEEfgfiggyggzgl_gghiir&rily. Thus, the systeém of ismsulng the
NRC's was directed to fit into a well-planned policy of de-nation-
alizing the ethnic minority of the reglon,

B

I ‘ble Evlct :

This discriminatory policy towards the ethnlc minority at times
mounted to forceful eviction from thelr ancestral homes, As Bangla-
desh has a common border to take refuge in Bangladesh for safety’
and honour, This policy of forceful evilotion was intermlttent since

73, whenhlgfgﬂr'groups of Burmese nationmbtzotartedarrbibag—in—

" Bangladesh through a number of border polnts to‘sava thelr 1IVGE.

Tt wae in March 1978 when even largor groups of Rohingyas Bur-
mese began arrlving and they complained about inhuman atroclties .
with the support of the Burmese authoritles over the.unarmed inno-
cent minority. The refugees also reported that in the name of che-
cking the NRC's the authorities there unleashed a reign of terror
over these people forcing them to flee at gun points are only being
checked in the minority setitlement of state of Arakan,

Bangladesh government then took up the matter with %heir-Bufmese
counterpart to stop the exodus of Burmese natlonals, The Burmese

Ambassador in Dacca was also called at the Forelgn Offlce several

times and was asked to communicate ta his government to take prompt
action in desisting from measures which led Burmese natlonals to
cross the border, Bangladesh also made strong representations thro-
ugh diplomatic channel but regrettably it went unheeded,

On the Aprill 4, 1978, the Presldant of Bangladesh sent Kazl
i . ke e B
QEEEEEE—EBHfﬂ penior merber of the CouncIl ol Advlisers to Rangoon

as Special Envoy. He carried a message from Pro 7iaur

to the Burmese President U Ne Win, urglng the Iater to arrive at.
peaceful solution to the problem. This wap followed by a olegubion

from Burma headed by their Foreign Minister from the 13th April to
16th April, 1978 in Dacca, The Forelgn Minlster also carrled a lett-
or from his President to the Bangladesh Presidont Ziaur Rahman, Dupw
ing the talks with the Burmese Forelgn Minlster Bangladesh asked to

guspend tho eviction operation in the Arakan state and to talke app-
ropriate measures so that no Burmoese nationals cross the bhoxrder,
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During the talks Bangladesh made certain speclflc proposals, Among
these are (1) suspension of operations, (11) adopting of border gr-
ound rules by the two countries and (111) repatriation of refugees
to Burma, The Burmese delegation ourrled back home n draft of Oiou~
nd Rules from Bangladesh and amsured the Bangladesh slide that eln-
cere efforts would be made to noek the solution of the problhm whth
fairness and magnanimity. As rogoards the propo sal of sending a Bane-
gladesh delegation to discuss follow up actions, Burmese slde expr-
essed+ the view that on return Lthey would indicate the time of the

arrival of the delegatlon,

But since then situation was overtalten hy events, There has been
anc. unpresidented exodus of refugees since 18th April. Thousands of
Burmese nationals began te: arrive each day, many of them with bullet
and bayonet infuries mainly through Nila, Dum Dhumdla, Loda Anjuman-
para, Balulchall and Teknaf polnts,
compelled to pravide temporary
rlan grounds and 1s pressing
{mmediate return to Burma.

Bangladesh Government has been
ghelter to the refugees on humanita
hard dfplomatlically to arrange thelr

Reactions:
o pli the refugees cauged a sharp roaction in Bangladesh.

ifferent individuals, organizations, political parties, religlous
planned diabolically concgggpqgggmpgiun'

bodies condemned the 'pro-
minorlty. A number of nat-

{onal leaders as well as tribal saders of tho Chittagong Hill Tra-
cts expressed their concern over the matter. Street demonstrations, '
protest meetings and reslstance days are bolng observed everyday

to mark the gupport and golidarity with the Durmess othnic minority

rocities of the Burmese authorities. Differeuﬁ :
Congress (an organlzation

and condemn the at
{nternational bodies 1like the World Muslim
enjoyling conpultative status of the U.N.), Muslim World League also

condemned Burmese actlion and supported pangladesh stand talcen tawards

the evicted Muslim refugeen from Burma.
atlons appealed to the U.N.Secretary Gene-

ral ‘to {intervene {nto tho mattor and othors drow attention of Unitod

Natlons Human RiLghts commlsrion and U.N. IILgh Commbssion for Rofugess.

gome of these organiz
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Viglte:

Vice President, Advisers, Seniox officlals vislted the Refugeeb
Campe.Head of international organizations locatod in Dacca also pald
visits to the afflected areas. Forelgn press corps had been in the
area. The plighte of the refugees are shocllng that everyone is
moved by their immense of suffering.

sh's S s

The large influx of Burmese nationals into Bangladesh territory

has in the words of Foreign Secretary Mr. Tabarak Hussain, caused a
Vgituation of great strain' in the relatlons belween the two nelgh-
bours., He also sald that Bangladesh is continuing her efforts to
geek a solution and she is keeplng her outside friends fully informed.
Bangladesh alsa expects that the world public opinton will persuade
Burma to refrain from this inhuman course of action, At a press con-
ference the Foreign Secretary cuatogorically sald that Bangladesh
will puraue 1ts offorts in sending the evicted Purmese nationals
baclk to their homes, Mo also added that Bungladosh does not have

any deslire ta slacken 1ts efforto or to absorb forelgn nationals.

The actlon of the Burmese Governyment in deallng with the elthnic
minority are in clear violation of the U,N. Charter and.the Unive~
rsal Declaration of Human Rlghts. ALl countries of the world have
di fferent minority groups it ia through adopting a policy of comp-
asslon and objectlivity different ethnic, linguious groups are int-.
egrated in the mean stream of social and economic life. In ho caae

the government concerned should pursue any discreminatory policy

which might make a particular soction of people foel lnsecure, thus

hindering the process of natlonal intepgrations

Bangladesh as a peaco- ~loving country has always stressed the

need for malntalning a pollcy of gond-nelghbourlines wlth all coun-
trles for the seelt of peace and gtablility of the reglon and has

been an ardent follower of this policy. It 1se hoped that Burma would
realige the gravity of the situation and take into account Bangla-
desh's proposals in solving the dippute amicably, thereby removing

the tension which is looming 1urgu pn this roglon.
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BANGLADESH LODGES PROTEST 1O DURMA T""W ('C_Q[mL(,.\

& dolivered to the Burmese Governmont through \zfyg%wghygl

A proteste note wa
its Ambassador in Dacca by the. Govornment of Bangladesh.

the text of the Note:

The Government of the People's Republic of Dangladesh would like.
to draw the attentlon of the government of the Soclalist Republic of
the Union of Burma to the most alarming and dLetrossing sLtuation
that has developed on the Dangladesh-Burma border as a result of the
forcible expulsion of men, women and children belonglng to a parti-'
" cular ethnic and religlous minowlty group from the Arakan State of

As for date on 10th May, 1978, over 100,000 puch Burmese na-
ngladesh, The flow of refugees,-which

third weel of April, has beon oon-
Mombers of the President's

Tollowling i8

Burma,
tionals have sought refuge in Ba

aggumed massive proportions in tho
tinuing. The Vice President of Bangladesh,
Council of Advisers gonlor officlale of the Government of Bangladesh

ag well as representatives of a number of internatlional organizations

have already pald visits to the camps where these rofugees have heen

glven temporary ghelter,
The refugees, who are now in the nomt woeful and pitiable condi-
tion have blLtterly complained to the vimiting di.gnitaries of inhuman
treatment and atrocities perpetruted on them Lin thelr native land.
These complaints related to burning of hourses, looting of proper-
ties, torture, forcible taking away of adult members of famlilles,

d molestation of women and murder, Cortaln sectlo ur-

the Burmoeso officlale as well a8 the

eivilian and awmed forces personnuvl of Burma, Wwere allegedly respon- |
glble for these crimin cts. A lurge proportion of the refugees |
congist of old men, women and chlldren, There are many cages where

¥ |

men and women carry gunshot woundo on thelr bodles. |
|

|

raplng an
mese nationals in collusion wlith

nce that the refugees were comp e~
result of the atro-
women

There is incintrovertible evido
lled to leave their ancestral homes in Durma ag &
cities perpetrated on them, Tt 18 most ‘regrettable that men,
and children, in thelr thousands, who were born and brought up in
Burma, were oblige to leave their hearts and homes under such tragic

The treatment meted out to thos

ation of humnn rights enshrined in tl
thread to the peace in the border and

circumstances, o refugees constituted
not only a grave viol 16 U,N. Char-

ter, but also posed a serious
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stability in the reglon.

The Government of Bangladesh wag talken completely by surprise by
the unexpected turn of events and the forcible and mameive expulsion
of Burmese nationals. Bangladesh has always remmltted to a policy of
frilendship and cooperation with Burma to the maintainance of a border
of peace between the two countrles, It mlght be recalled that follw-
wing the goodwill visit of the Presidont of Bangladesh to Burma in
July last ¥ear the friendly relatlons between the two countries app-
eared to have been further strengthened. Motlvated by a deslre to

maintain good neighbourly relatlons and also belng deeply concerned

at the influx of refugees into Bungladesh, the Presldent of Dangl am
desh sent a senior member of his Councll of Advlsers to Rangoon as
a Spacinl Envoy of tho 4th April, 1978 to hand over a letter to the
Preaident of Purma. In that lettor the Presldent of Bangladesh men-
tioned about the influx of refugees lnto Bangladesh from Burma and
recalled the assurances given to him during the 1a§t Julyy oting
by the president of Burma about the desireabllity of leoking with
compassion and objectivity into the liuman deslreabllity of 1ooking
with compassion and objectivity into the humen problem that wag kne-
own to exlst in the Arakan area. "In the same lotter the President
of Bangladesh suggested to the Presldent of Burma" an immidlate
meeting between the senior civil and military officlals on “the two
sldes of the border mo that spultable arrangements should be made
for the return of the refugees to their homes and also for the speedy

restoration of assensoe of securlty among them,"

The following visit of the mpeclal Lnvoy from Bangladesh the
Foreign Minister of Burma was recelved in Dacca from 13%th to 16th
April, 1978 and he dellvered a letlter from the Preslident of Burma
to the Presildent of Bangladesh. In the Letter, the President of Bur-
ma, interalia state that "I share your hope for a border of peace,
and feel deeply that we should work together as ‘we have in the past
to find amlcable answers to problems between us," Durlng the visit
the Adviper for rbrsign Affalrs of Bangladosh dlscussed at conglder-
able length the situation on the Bangladesh-Durma border wlth the
Foreign Minister of Burma, During these discusslons the Bangladesh

“glde prespnted certain speclflc proposal to the Foreign Minlster of

Burma Namely!:
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(n) Within the frame work of agreed Border Ground Rules'to
establish a system of conpultation, at varlous levels,
on &all matters pertaining to the border botween the
countries;’

(b) Temporary suspension of checking ol National
Regletratlion Certificates in Arulkan iln view of our
bilateral neégotiation and pending an agrooement between
Bangladesh and Burma on the Border Ground rules;

(¢) Pending agreomsnt on the Border Ground Rules a meeting
to bo convened immediately between the local clvil
military officials to ease the border sltuatlon;j

(d) To hold a meeting at the offlclal level, asg moon as
possible, to conplder adoption of the Dorder Ground Rules.
On hearing from the Burmege slde a deleogaltion from Bangla-
desh was to vislit Rangoon to finalise the mattér;

(o) A Joint Ministerial Commlssion to be get up to oversea
and expediite action aimed at resolving all problems at the

Bangladesh-Burma Border,

A draft of the Border Ground Rules wasg handed over ta the Foro-~

i1gn Minister of Burma on 14th Aprdl, 1978, The Bangladesh plde indi-
cated 1ts willingness to send as offlclal delegatlion to Rangoon to

‘discuss and finalise the mattwr ams soon as convenlent to the Govern-

ment. of Burma. The Foreign Minlamtber assurod the BDangladesh side that
these would be made by them seek a solution of the problem with falr-

ness and magnanimity,"

While the Government of Bangladesh wag awalting a remgponge firom
the Government of Burma on the proposuls of Bangladesh, the situa-
tion in Bangladesh-Burma border ook ypturn for the worse after the
10th April, 1978. Centrary to all ouxr expectatlons thp rate of influx
of refugees from Burma to Bangladesh assumed an unpréﬁ%ﬁented dimen=-
gion, Since then, on a number of occasions, the Government of Bangla-
desh made verbal representations to the Government of Burma through
the Bangladesh Ambassador in Rangoon and the Burmese Ambassador 1n
Dacca urgling upon the Burmese goyornment the immodlato need to stow

the exodus and to create congenial conditlons for the return of tha

Burmese re/ingees to thelr homes, It 1s a matter of great regret that
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these representation were complotoly unheeded and forcible expulsion
of the members of the ethnic minority from the Araken state continued,

As is inevitable, this huge influx of refugees has given rise
on the one hand, to serious tension in the Bangladesh-Burma border :
areas and feeling of e3treme concern and resentment among the §90ple
of Bangladesh on the other. The Government of Bangladesh have been

obliged to provide the bagic of the refugees solely on humanitration

Put burden of providing ghelter and food to these help-

an extremely sevele pconomic strain

the responsibility for these provisions |

¢ Burma. The glituation,as a whole,
he Government and the

consideration.
less mass of refugeesa has placed
on the Government of Bangladesh.
1ies entirely with the Government o
' 4{g causing the gravest concern pnd anxiety to t

people of Bangladesh.

TIn the circumstances,
to lodge a strong protest to
~ of the Union of Burma agalns™

the forcible expulsion of Burmese ne
ethnic and religiousminority group,
' 1ess man, women, children to cross
v into: Bangladesh territory to save

ente
Tn view of the gravely disturbing situati

government of the Ppaople's Republic of Banglado

of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Durma
appropriate measures for the immedlate repatration of these Burmese

nationals to their homes and request that in the interest of good neligh-

bourly relations and maintainance of peace in the border of the Govern-
Burma should desist from mongures responslble for the exodum of

the Government of Bangladesh 18 congtrained

the Governmont of the gocislist Republic

the Topressive messuros snd also againat

tionals bolonging to & partioular
thue compelling thousands of help-
the international frontler and
their lives and honour,.

on on the bofaer, the
gh urges the Government
to take urgent and

ment of
Burmese nationals to Bangladesh.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++f++++#+++

RECORD OF IMPORTANT TNTERNATIONAT, LVENTS

Bangladesh

{gter Mr.Myint Moung arrives in Dacca

on & four-day official viglt to Bangladesh.

q7: Bangladesh and purma conclude thelr formal talks with stress
on maintaining good neighbourly relatlons and making the
common border botween the two countries a border of pence
and goodwlll.

April 13: Burmese Foreign Min



“

May

233
271

28

11

61

R5i

&

281

A four-member delegation fro

130

Over 20,000 Burmese nationéls have been forced to enter into
Bangladesh during the pmat few days.

The influx of the Burmepe Muaslim refugeen allll vontinuos,
The figure reaches 30,000,

The Bangladesh Government exprespes gorious conoern over the

mags influx of Burmese nationals into Bangladesh. The Burmese
Ambassador, Mr.Thein Win, was called in Toreign Office.

Toreign Seoretary Tabarak Huseain say that Bangladesh Govern-
ment is having negotiations with the Burmese authorities to
croate n congenial atmosphere for the Burmese evictees to .
return to Burma,

Bangladesh Toreign Seoretary Tuburak Hussain saya in Dacoa that
continuous atrocities on the members of the ethnic minority -
community in Burma and their non-stop influx into Bangladesh
for shelter mnd safely have developed a 'SITUATION OF GREAT
STRAIN' in relation betwnoen two ne?ghbouring countries,

Riyadh lauds Bsngladesh @Government's 'NOBLE ISLAMIC STAND'
take towards the evicted Muslim refugees from Burma,

Bangladesh lodges protest with Burma against the forceful
eviction of Burmese Natilonals into Bangledesh.

Bangladesh seeks UN assistance to cope with the problem of
providing food, shelter and medical facilities to the Burmese

refugees pouring into Bangladesh,

The Secretary General of the Islamic Councll of Furope, asks
the UN Secretary General to intervene in order to stop the
'GENOCIDE OF MUSLIM IN BURMA',

Secretary General of the Organisation of the Iglamic Conference
Dr.Amadou Karim Gaye appealg the Muslim World to strongly
denounce the atroclties of the Burmese Government on its Muslim
minority. B

Libya expresses deep congern about condition of the Muslim of :
Burma who are "facing the uglliest form of oppression, expulslon, .
eviction,looting, burning and plundering of their houses and :
property by the Burmese author 7',

m the General Secretariat of the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference arrives in Dacca to
acqueint itmelf with the plight of the Muolim refugees from

BIJRMA-. i
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VIOLATTON O HUMAN RLGII'LS

The protection of human rlpghite and fundamental "freodoms im'an
lssue of conslderable interemt and concern for the international
community. Human rlights provisions are included in the Unjted Na-
tlons Charter, in clear and uncqulvocal terms, The plgnatories to
the Unitod Natlons Chartor have plodged themselves to observe and
to respect baslc human rights and fundamontal froodoms, In addltlion,
the newly developing concopt of international public policy imposes
an obligation on every nation to respect human rights even without
any conventional oblipgation. Indeed, the elementary provislons of
human rights and fundamentsdl freedoms deslde thelr mource of autho-
rity both from the Unitod Hations Charter and the modern concept
of international public policy. In this sense, the law of the Char-
ter has made ipsues of human rights Lpso facto matters of interna-
tional concern, The reason 1s that in an intonsely dnterdependent
world systematic.transgreumion of human rlghto by any éovernment
produces deprivatory effocts not only upon Lts own people but also

upon peoples beyond the bordor, What follows ore brief analyses of

a few of the human rights luouucs bolug dealt wilth by United Natlons

Charter, the Unlversal Decluratlon of Muman Rlpghts, the Internatio-

nal Covenants on [Tuman RLghls and othor Decluratlons,

A}

The UN_Charter Proyleloung: Thoro aroe upuuifto references to
human rights in the Preamblo and uix MlLlLth in the United Natilons
Charter: ! the most important ore in Articles 55 and 56. Articles
55(c¢) calls for "unlversal reupect for, und obgervance of, human

rights and fundamental freedoms for all wlthout distinction as to
race, sex, language or reliplon” Articles all United Nations membor

nations "to take joint and seperate actlon in cooperation with the

Organization for the achlievement of (these) PUrpPOSB.cssssssell o 1IN

an apparent contradiction of thece provisions, Article 2(paragraph- R)

stipulates that nothing containod Ln Chio prewcpl ( hupﬁﬂL«fﬁﬁIl au-

thorize the United Natlong to intervene in the matters which are
essentially within_thae domeontic Jurlediction of*—‘y“nta%e——-rf

This is most frequently used Justliflicatlon for JoieuLL_——ﬁf;LpLer—
nationalfjﬁ;E;EIELLon ovor human rights dssuos. In the opinion of

1. Soe U Charter Articlon - 1(1), (o), £3%; 1301 (W)

551 (’y(? /),-l“fl ﬂ() for detorll e
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rules of intornaLlon

most experts, however, thic ls nogated in part by the Nuremberg priln-
ciple that criminal violafions of human rights are subject to the
al_law, Tn addition, two advloory oplnlong by

the Charter are legally bindlng, inecludlng thoso on human ripghts.

1}

Moreover, the aparthold policy of South Africa and Rhodowla
has become n mattor of common concorn and gerutiny and s condemned

by the lnternational community, Tho Leruo Ls bolng regularly ralsed

in varlious reglonal and internatlional forums and measuros are beilng
talken to desist South Afrlca and Rhodogla from pursuing such a dis-
criminatory policy. Thus we can nov that  ovon "domostlc policles"
have internatienal ramlficatlons and that tho International community
feel obligated to challenge violutions of human rights and fundamen-

tal freedomn of indlividualn,.

W.th the finding of the UN Comminolons on Jluman Rights and: the
Status of women, most United Watlons uctivities the human rights
field have been directed at further definlng the Clharter Provisions.
Both Comm.melons report to the liconomle and Soclal Council (LCOSOC)
and through MC0S0C to the Genoral Asmembly, Througl tho work of”
these and other forums the United Nations has built up an impreés-
ive body of standards, law and precedents, These fall into thred
maln categorles: convenLJon: and convenants (treatioes), non4bﬂirﬂing

S ey
-declaration of principlcr and recommendations for HltLOHdl and inter~

national action .

e

The United Nations lilsts 19 major conventlons on human rights

" .nd over 20 declarations. Others have beon adoptod by the United

Nations bpecialized agencles, What follows Ll brlef desc ription of
the more 1mportant of these internvtional lnotruments,

The Unlversal Declaration of IThuinn Rlpghte: Tho UanOrPdl Decl ar-
a'l:ion of Human Rlghts was adoptod by the Goneral-Assembly in 1948,
T+ had been drafted in the Uniled Notloun Commblision on Human RLghts
and itn %0 Articles cover the rango of clvil, polltlical, economio,
goclel and cultural righte. Who Gonoral Ampembly proclalms Lt a

flcommon standard of ﬂChlUVDman for all natlons',

; Tt has baecome tho bamls for wmost of tho subuequent United Na-
tions actions in this field. Its provlilons have beoen included in
the constututions and leginlation of the nowly independent countries,

o e et 8
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and 1t has served as tho bardm for povora). Judlcelal declslons, e
perts consider it an suthorltotive Lntorpretatlion of the human rig-
hto provinmions of tho Und ted Hallonp Chartor

cugtomary internationsl Law. .

an woll an poart of

The relevant Articles of the Doclarntlion Articlo 3%,5,7,9, and

15(1) (2). lowover, thoe mont Lwporbonk Avlticloes
Artlcle & reads "AlLl are oqual boloro tho law and ontitled to equal
lation of this declara-

protection agalnst any Al serimination Ln viol
tion and against any {nel toment to such dlperimination; " shile Arti-
"o one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest,
‘detention, or exlle". Morcover Article 15(1)(2) reads; (1) Everyone
has the right to a nationallty; (?) No one shall be arbltrarily
deprived of his nationality nor denled the right to dhungolhiﬂ_ﬁmt&—

onality" ;

cle 9 states that

The Internationnl Convon:n Leyoon HMuman Righle: Becuuse of the

1t wap comsldered necess-

non-binding character of the Declaration,
ary to translato Ltn provinions Into tronty from and to define in
gronter datall. VWorlk bogan dn 1949, and wan comploted by tho Iuman
Rights Commission in 19704, Mo Covonante wore finally adopted in
1966; (1)The International covenont on Teonomle, Soclal, and Cultu-
ral Rightse and (2) The Tntornnblonal Covenant on C:Lv:l.l' an_gl- Political

R.ghto.
on TFeonomic, Soclal and Cultural

the rlght to an
and the

The Internatlonal Covonant
Rlghts includos proviglons on rroodom . Trom hungor,
d of living, favourablo worklng condltlons

adequate standar
Govornments ratifylng the covanant are re-

rights to the educatilon,
and Soclal councill(ECOS0C) periodic

- quired to subnit to tho Fconowic
‘peports on stops that

have been talken to imploment Llts provialons,

The Tnternational Covenanl on ¢lvil and Political Righta'iﬁcl—

g the right to 1ife, liberty, securlty and privacy

‘udes, among others,

of person; freedom of expresslon and annembly and the right to equ-
ality before law. In mout instance, thene rights are quallfied by
the need to protect national necurd by and public order,
morals, and the rights and frcodouws of otherss Cortaln rights, how-

ever, such as protoectlion from torture,
ment are not subject to Cthowo excepltlons,

jnhuman or degrading treat-

aro 7,9, and 15(1)( 2) .

i

public health,
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A Tuman Rights Committee of 18 oxports wlll roview roports by
governments of their complaints of yiolntions by one state agalngt
another, provied both have acceptod tho compotonco of the Commltt-
ees to do so. The Committee held its ueumidn in March 1977 to app=-
rove 1ts rules of procedure. '

The Optlonal Protocol to tho Covenant on Clvil and Polltical

-ﬁiahtm provides for complainte Ly indlvidualo agalnot thelr povorn-

mwentm. The IMuman Rights Committoe is required to hear such compl~
aints in closed mession, to forwuard 1to views to the country and

" the individual concerned-and to mubmlt an amual pumary of theso

activities to the Genoral Aspombly. Pobltloners must have all domos-
tie remadies for thelir grlovancen and all complalnts must be signed

and verlfianlble,

Tnternationnl Conventlon of Lho Mliminatlon of Roeclal
DL serilnatlon:

The Gonersl Asnombly adopled Lho Conventlon in 1956. It has
been in effect sinco 1969, and han heon ratlfled by over 90 coun~-
tries. The Convention oblipgates 11 ntales to combat all acts of
racial prejudice and discrimination, "which i defined in the text
ag" any distinction, exclusion or roference biogsed on race,.polor,

s

descont or natlonal or cthnic oxdgin' ,

It was the first human rights treaty to contain lmplementa-

tlon prbvimionm. A Commltteoo of Nuclal Dincrimination eoxamlnen
‘perlodlc roports, submlttod by govornments on moapuros talen of

complained wlth tho Conventivn, Uho Cownlttoo Ls nlso authorlzed
to hear state-to-state complodnts of violatlions (Articles 11), and
1t may reviow complaints [rom individuale and groups if the state
concerned has accoptod the compclbonco of the Commiltee to do so
(Article 14). |

Conclumion: In the Light of tho nbove reforonco to human ri-
ghts inpuo, wo can sco that Lrcmepeonslons of basice human rlghts

by any country arouso intornal concornj and under the Charter of

the UN this 1s an obligation of Lo momber states Lo talte mensu-

res agalnst thot country. Tho countyy concernod connot clalm Lmmu-
nity from international securdty on the grounds that the lmpunged-
acts are mattors epssentinlly within hor domestic jurisdlction and

.éccordingly Article 2(7) of the Charter precludos Inited Nations
{ .
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not menace Internaticn:d ‘perce s nd

vernnl respoct for and obroasvie

cooporation with the United Hebions,
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intorvention, Wor con che juelifs the viols Lian: of Maan Righto

on tte ploa of malntaining "nte,n: Lopublic order,  liinder the Char-
1L poonlation humanly

ter esch ntite has a legal ditkby Lo tront
and to see that condltions vruv:kliﬁg v bt Lo own torrltory do
apder, Mo thia ond, it must
tront Lto ovn populatdon dn o gleboh will not vieluato tho (4. o
taton of humendty and Junblce.

C'Po o up, peacelul o A LT A s R v s 1 L P nablang ane

bamed on the rerpect for, st P i Llment o hau
Lhe: ¢ prhackolen will el

Lor, Tho ronlluntion of
of pence ~nd ptability. Tt g wllh thlp ond in view that the Uni. ted

iordehts princlp-
croalto conditlionp

Natlong han undertalen Lthe UhTLU'Lh’““t:MlhﬂLJﬂJJJ oy promote und-
gy Iien ekggh b sond fundamental

froodoms for oll whthoul dnerhoatae dhon tu to roce, sex, Language,
Tho basie consbitutive Cherter
of a d&gnifioed haman ol elence mue
joint and soparete action in

Mdlure to realiwe thln objec-~

Loilure to create conditions of

Proeseriotion e that

or religion,
L be reelisad

minimum conditions
ond wointoined by member rhites by

tdive will necesscry result in o
stabllity and well-being, Lliere b
foundation of tho Chartor oyoboit,

o angeling nos eo »nd the very
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A delegation from Rohingyd’ - Organisation and the  World
'g;rlotlc © Pront (lll‘l’)-—-lhi; ik Muslim League taka any actlon T
Dement, which lights for. .. . " Yes, our caso was anbe
| rights! of 7 the Mus=' mitted “ta the. recent ~10th
m  miporlty * In Burma—Iy  Conlerence of Musllm Horelgn
ow In‘ the, Kingdom to seek  Ministorn Rosolutlons ~ were

L}
5 for [ty cause,
i delegatlon, | Sherlf Uddin’
xplafus ~ the “sltuation” of tha
Auslims In

ly in Arakan whore they -

o heen aidominant foreo for
sewbaeled RIS & Lt
Lo After “lasp ! year's traglc
- ugee problem which caused
.y tremendout atlr. In the
world, what ls the sltuatlon of
15 Muslims In Burma now 7 .

* The , sithatlon ‘hds not

| proved (;one. “lota.. ' “The .
refugeei - who returned  were
ransferred from thele camps in
| agladeth dtralght Into goncen-
. tlon campig Ih Burma, They
vre not allowed to vhilt thelr
relatives u.nj. ,
. t allowad: to - vielt thom:’
"_atse sti]], thay cpnnol -travel
batween /villages angd tawne -
They “have:no’ food an

. slter, The fow Items el
__ blankets, food, lslamlc books
etd,, they got - from Bangladesh .
ware'stolen,’ frgm them by tha‘
{joemun 2and saldlors . who
_ore suppoted . to glve  thom
protections” ! AN
. 'Thoy were not even allowed

keop coplos of the Koran

Licause the government bolle<
rod that {tai content was con-

leary ta “'thelr natlonl culture.”’
Ad to thig: the faet that the
_urmep government employees

among the peaple who suddenly

came refugeos last year were

ot rehabilitated, On the con-. .

Lrary, - they weto consldered
renegades ,
them wers piit behind bara,

® What'! steps . have  you

“hken tg bring. you prgblem to -

" world gttention once again?
- * We -re[wrtcd all  these

vants to” tho fslamic Confe- .

“Jance Organlullu'n and , the
World Muslln  League. Wo

wlio Infornied the UN and the
Viuslim “goverinients ~ of our

"'ﬁiluatlun.;-'-. il L o
¢ What has been done

o thelslamle o Conference

o i

Leader of

Purma ‘and espes | °

thelr relatlves are .

no

and  maoy among.

pmod "on'lhe'iuua and  now
we  are gwalting actlont to be

token, ' ;

® Lot mo o back one step,

~ Besldos’ the problems you have
already mentloned, what other

 difficylties do Muslims meet
~ In thelr dally llves ki _
w8 I'm glad you have asked

. this question. T would like to
“emphastse the fact that wo are
terrorised.. Whenever you hear
a knoék on your door  you
never know who It might be.
For all 'you know the  visitor
might turn out to be a soldler
to . shoot you even before you
‘have tlmo to opetl yout mouth,

< That o ghau!y, as I'm  sure
you will agreo. One  mors
thing [ wonld’ ke to add Iz

"h"- ' ": ' g k

7 qels now the ralny  seaton
‘(n Burma, As tho homes of .

‘thé poople who flad to Dangle-
“dosh ~ wore destroyed ?ﬂat
'year and a1 thoy have no
< yoofs  over ,thelr  heads " [
the qohuontrqllon hgn:q;n In
which - thay are lrolated, o

would  1lke -to linpross on the
Llamlo world the urgent newl
to gond a fact~(i|3:]h§g milastan
to the country to vorlly what
we ara waylng Wo .would
also llke to ask Ilamle orge-
nlsatlons and Hovcrnmuntn not
to glve thelr ald  to the
Muslling  In Burma through
the government. Previous ex-
erlence shows  that ald  chan-
nellvitl through the governs
ment never reaches  whero 1t
{s meant fo go. It often finds
fta way olsewhore.

® Can Yyou plve an
ol the number af relupues
who lhave so far returned to
Burma 1 ‘ .

- According Ao official
ﬁ'gurcs they pumber  about
200,000, but we ca vauch
‘or ll'llat av” wa A not

, made our own studles.  The

taelim  Inhabltants of Aralan
©alled o 1S willlon,

ddea

of,

thesu, uno third have Ilad thoele
homon atnee 19440, and Tn 1962
whan the Ineumbent soclallst
reglms cgame  to powaer, forcod
evletlons Increased In [raquancy
and Intonslty, Out of tha remi-
Inlng " ona . milllon, 900,000
lound Hla unboarable In  thelr
llmmol.md and had to seak roluge
In other countrlos, This oa\‘la

romNliIR PROPLELE GOIOTY,
EXRCUTIVE. CONRITTTRE, " ©

-.
L T8

"\d;hﬁkl r' '&rn dlt{hént ii\ﬂ'g‘-(;t'\,'I\(h_\_\}gun‘no“;‘\l(hjﬁ
e . aronaed avor o pther counkiye. N e

i

futerennat~ Townohip

% o F &
I O TR : |

A ' " Wigh refaroate

thoad !'qn!.i";u' bno flod avay :\nd.uhnnunding in ! ! :
v ga Hin operation are 14 l'."--h.nini'a‘_, LR

pefory ali-mftor the Na

"l- "4
arson
b

" housse 0f Shy abwoonders
Yoaniph
regard, npodas

jBUBMA'.?JRbhfﬁgyas seek Saudi he!p'_;
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Symposium on the Problems and Consequencon of Refugee
Migrations in the Dovoeloplng World

THE ROUINGYA REFUGMES TN BANGLADRESI:
HISTORICAL PERSPEGTIVDW AND CONSEQUENCIS

K. Maudoad ElLahi &

In historical demography or branches of population studles deal-
ing wlth population movements, the eignlflcance of large-gcale 6Xp-
ulsion of human population for political, rellgious, othnlc and
related reasons has largely been iLgnored, Even the oxpulsion of a
minority group, for any of the above reasons or laclk of 1%, by the
dominant group can rightly boe consldered as the case of political
persecution, The political changes that have talen place in  south
Asian Subcontinent during the present century triggoring off wides-
pread population exchanges and movements are.the right examples;
and ag a result of thése changes long term conaéquunceﬂ have ensured
for both the expelling and the recelving countries (Elahi and Sultan,
1983). In fact, the South Asian rogion has witnessed poversl atages
of refugee* movements from time to time till the present dacade,

One of the falrly recent major rofugee pltuations involved the
Rohingya Musliims in the Arskkan provinoe in Burma who tool shelter

in Bangladesh.

"% According to the UN Conventlon Rolating to the Status of Refugees,
individunl who owing

Article I, a rofugee is defined ug "4 an
to well-founded fear of belng perpecuted for roasons of race,
religion1 nationality, membership of a pﬁiéicuﬁar iicta%‘%roupd
1tlcal opinion, im ) the countiy of natlenallty an
o . to T 11ing to avall himself

ig unable or, owing such fear, Ls.unwl ;
of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nation-

ality and belng outside the country of his former habitual resi-
dence ag a result of such events, 1g unable or, owlng to such

fear, unwilling to return to itr (UN, 1978).
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LUleal, froodom of movement - as

For the rofugees, malnly pol
is fundoe—

1t is delineated in the UN Declaralion of luman Right,

The dlisregard of humun righte by certuln governments or
g in the peraecution of inno-

onolion has underscored the
ultimato human right (Grahl-

mental,
dominant populatlon groups remsul tin
cent people or of thoge resisting oppr

jmportance of flight and asylum ag an

Madsen, 1972).

a relatlively small
Rohlngyas concerning Bangladesh and its
The objectives of this paper are
pectives and the conpequences ©f

It is under this broad frame of roference,

refugee group known as the
neighbour, Buxma, is di.scussed.
‘concerned with the historical pers
the movements of the refugee groups.

va Muplimg in Arakan

Burma and the TRohing

g on the western periphery
t Asian peninsula covering about 262,000 sq. miles

and with a population of about 36 million (1982 ESCAP estimate)

1ies Burma - the pocond mopt Lmportant nelghbour (after India)
gharing a common bardexr of 17¢ miles In the pmoutheastern tip of
Purme should really be a part

Bangladesh (FLg. 1). In mosl nunous,
of what used to be called the 'Indo-Clitna Complex? wiith which 1t

has more affinitles than with thoe nolghbouring gouth Aplan subcon-
tinent. It was nol 0 regurdod by the Dritish durlng their rule in
India, and until 1937 Burma wns o purt of priitish Indlia for mostly
administrative conveniences. After 19%7, Lt became a separate part
of the Indian empire, and at tho ond of tho prltish rule, shared

in the breakaway.

A land of valleys and mountains lyln

of the Southeas

overelgn Aslan state

rma became &1 {ndependent B
to be ruled by

The country camé
enthusiastic and heterogen-—

Thus in 1948, Bu
outside the British Commonweal th

the Anti-TFascist People's League - &n
eous party led by U Nu, and 1t had to face a pluralist goclety owm-

rising of dlfferent ethnlc, 1inguistlc and religlous gZTroups, like

Shans, Kaching, Karong, Mon, Magh and olthers. The

80 per cent of the populatiop. Three other Iro-

re the Christlons, the Muslime
the indepondonce, tribal dissen-

Tn ghort, the post~inde-

lonno launched by

P
the Burmans,
Buddhists comprised
1liglonna with slzeable followers &

and the Hlndus. Tmmedlately after

particularly {n the north, aronc.

tions,
recopd of a purloe of rebell

pendence ora Wad a
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communist groups and by various non-Burmese tribes including the
Karens, the Shans and the Kachins, Under this situation, the army

fearful of a secassiohiat movement in the non-Burmese reglons toolk

over power from U Nu government and installed a revolutlonary admi-
nistration under Ne Win in early 1962, After a brief period of 1so-
lation, this government adopted a soclalist constitution in 1974

The bagls of the pluralsm in the Burmese populabtlon and goclety
owes its origin with the geopraphy, history and culture in relation
to the transltional zones of the fouth und Southoast Asla correrpo-
nding to the west and narthwestorn DBurma and adjolning aread, Thus
between Bangladegh and Burma, thene tles relating to the Aralan
reglon in western Burma dnte buck to n dlstant past. '

The abode of the Rohingyas I

Tt 1s also a natural physlographic unlt -~ the whole region bheing
separated from the rest of Burma by the Aralcan Yuma (range) running

north to south., In the past, {1t enjoyed political independence for
a long time, The Rohingyas are raclally mwixed Durmese and .are Muslims

by religion.
The pioneem'Muslim gettlers in the Arakan reglon of Burma date
back to the 7th century A.D. when the Arab and the Yanenl traders
used to vislt the port of Akyab in Arakan by sea. These'trgderm were
also accompanied by Muslim paints and rellglous prﬁachare.lnany of
these people, attracted by the rolative ease in liife and the rich-
ness of living of the local {phablitants, settled in Arakan and 1ts
adjoinihg coastal areas as far north ag in Chittagong (now in Ban~
gladesh) and Tippera (now in Indla), Gradually, & mixed Muslim sp-
ciety and oculture developed and flourlshed, By the 15th contury, 1n
responge to the expansion of the Mughul empire in the Indlan subcon=-
tinent, some Muglims, mostly from lowor Bengal, also inhablted in
the Arakan reglon. During this porlod, bthe King aof Arakean had a
cloge diplomatic relation with Bengol, And till Cho mid~18th cen-
tury the Arakan Muslime contlnuod to huve a closo cul tural affinnilty

with the Musllms outside Arulan (Tablo 11)s

s Lhe Aralen roglon in western Bﬁrma.

Presently, the Aralcan Muollmn are nlspo known au the Roulngyas.
Somé of theilr ancestors woro Buddhiptn from Mugudha 1in north and
northeastern India persecutod by tho iindu rovivalicm in India dur-
ing the rulo of the Sona dynasly in 11-12 coenturles (Ahmad, 1975)
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tly the Buddhists, from the same racial or eth-
"Magh' as they came from Magadha
Arakan molntolnod an independent
by tho Muolims. In late

the Arakanese occupled Chi-

‘he Arakuanese occupation
drove them out of

The non-Muslims, mos
nic stock came to be kunown ag tha
(Table 1). Betwoen 1434 and 1610,
status (lnown as Roang or Rounung) vulod
16th century, during the Mughal porlod,
ttagong with the help of the Portugeno,
lasted till the mid-17th century when the Mughals
Chittagong reglon to the outlylng aroad in Arakan and Burma. How-

ever, Aralan continued 1ts independent status until 1t was incoxpo-~
rated by the British in 1885 and later, desplte local opposition,

to. be merged with Burma with its independence 1n 1948,

Major Muglim Settlements in Aralan

Major Muslim pettlements in Arakan developed along the
Mayu and Naaf. flundreds of village flo-

the very recent decades, in

rivers

of Lemro, Mingen, Kaladen,
urished in these settlements and till
the villages along the Naaf, Lemro and Mingan rivers in Maungdaw,
Puthidaung, Residaung and other placos, the Muslims used to form

more than 50 per cent of the total population, In the past, the

proportions were between B0 to 90 per cent, and populations belong-

ing to other religlous groups wore too small.

Genenip of Religlous and Politdenl Pernucution 1n_Arakan
\

The Aralkan Muslimo have hucom tho target of rellgious and poli-
n in a syptomabtlic mannor during the present century,
tho Yoclullot Republic of the

Mugllm populated arca and

tical persocutlo
Aralcun 10 an important provinco undoer

Union of Burma, but it has long hoon a
{it developed, since long, ac no ted enrlior, a dimtinct culture of

1td own which goes back to aboub 1%00 years. The relative isolation
of the Aralkan reglon due to the Aranlcan Yoma towards the east and
‘ting the Burmese malnland inhabite{

running north to south sapart
and strengthened

mostly by the Buddhi.sts, primarlly, perpetuated
¢ and Ldentity. From 1434, fo
nt Muslim kingdom (often with nomi-

mostly after 1610,

yts distinctive cultur
Arakan flourished as an independe
During the later porlod,
table due to consplracies and dis-

t dbspite L1ts

nal Mughal suzerainty).

the independent statum bacamo un s

puten amongest the succennors and the ministers. Du

i

r about 280 years,

Fa M FW OFwm rm

AN S E m e

N aE s

R aE

| F N

F =

| ]



1he

und othnlo groups in the Aralan Yoma and ,

(cultural and trade potentlale of the
Arakan reglon. There are avidences that the roliglo-political confe=
14cta between the Aralan Muplime and the Maghs and the Burmese - mo B
tly from the eastern Arakan Yoma and northern Burma - gtarted in the
later parts of the 17th  century. In 1765, tho King of Burma invaded
and occupled Arakan which led to a large gcale persecution of the
Arakan Muglims., This persecublon, 1ike the many others in later per-
jods, was short 1ived asthis region on joyed natural protection from
gudden attacks because of the Arakan Yoma and this also digcouraged
free #nd immediate movement of population from Burma in the eant.

jigolation, vardous tribes
.the east were awara of the agr

~ As soon as Burma was annexed by the British into the Brd tleh
India in 1885, slgns of tribal and ethulc strife began to surface.
In a background of a wldespread rural rebellion which broke out 1Ml
1931, Burma alongwith Arakan was paparated from Indla and subsequ-
ently won internal gol f~govarnuent in 1937. Soon after this pollti-
cal arpangement, interreliglous and {ntersthnlc tonsion, particul—
arly in Avalan began to puild up and speradio violences agalnet-the

Muplims became commols
Jaupuneps for n brlef poried of the

World War II. Following tho war, & hugo quantity of aruma Lapft by
the defeated Japanese army flowed into tha hands of various factions
of the rebels including the hughu nnd othor hill tribes of Burna,
many of whom cherished deep di sliking of the Rohingyag. And the
: 1attﬁr guffered at the hand of thope tribes. Desplte the appointment
of a number of commisaions and enqulry comml.ttoes to 1look into tha‘
matber, nothing substantlal matoriellzed, In fact, in 1947 alono,
four commissions weke set up by the tovernment of Burma but all
talled to reach & polution to the proﬁ&ems of inter-religion and -
ethnic relationshlp in Aralfan. Soon after tho Independence of Burma
in 19%8, attempts wore mada to 1 the Rohlngyas as outsldera and
n autonomousd gtatug within the Union af Burma, for
p deslgnated as @ geparatlet movement. In fact,
tation by the Aralanese Rohingyan and the

Maghs for an autonomous status of thelr reglon was made to the
This stutus, howexor, woa granted to' the Maghs

Aralkan Rohlngyas. Rathor, 1t reaulted in a

o Arulian Mgl dmie, o axtent of thle
flected in Table 24

Burma was occupled by the

phel

their demand for a

~thelr survival, wa
in 1970, & joint represen

Ne Win government.
4n 1974, but not to the
wldespread persecution of th

persecution t} ~oughout thls poriod dm re



Sequence of historical transfo

_Muslims.

Sequence of

Pioneer settle-
ments of the
Arabs and the
Yamenis in Ara-
kkan coasts.

Cagte Hindu re-
vivalism resul-
ting in ethnic
" and religious
persecution

8poradic spon-

teneous popula-
tion exchanges.

Formation of
the Muslim Kin-
gdom in Aralan.

Declinevof the
Mughal Enplre
resulting in

Cerlels in sBucc~

epslon, Some
princes took

gheltor in Ara-

kan(late 17th

“century). Inva-

glon of Arakan
by the Burmese

king (1785).

¥all of the Ara=

kan Kingdom,
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Placea and

perdode .

Arakan and Chitt-
agong: 7th centu~
ry, AuD.

North Indla
(Megadha) and
major part of
Bengal : 11~12th
conturlies.

Bongal and Ara-
kan: 12-15th
centuries.

Aralan and part
of Chittaiong:
15-midw17'h
centurion.

Arakan Kingdom:i
late 17-18th
centuriesn.

rmation and mobility

Affectod
BXOUDRE .

Aralkanese and
other indige-
naous Eroups.

Buddhiste

" and low

cante Hindus.

Muplima, Bud=
dhiiets and
pindugs

The Rohing-
yas and oth-
er Musllm
groupd.

Rohingya
Muelims.

-
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-

of the Arakan o

, -

Consequences/ L

: -

Increasinf contact w

with the local and i

non-local popula- -
tion groups; spread

of Islam and emerg- |

ence of Muslim set- -
tlements in Arakan

reglon, "

Religlous and casle -

selective migration
to lower Bengal to-
wards Chittagong,
Burma and evenuupto
goutheast Aslan’
ragione;,devahmpment
of major Muslim and
Magh pettlements in
Arakan. .

Increaging trade
and cultural con-
tnqttwitp Beyga}.

Fa

R

Muslim‘safolitical
and s0ck revival;

17 Muslinm kings

yuled Aralsan region

known as the Rohin-

%ya/Roangya Kingdom
RoBang)

F ™

Brief period of all~
‘eglance crisis of
the Arakanese ViB—a—
vip the Mughals; 6YS~ W
tematlc persecukion,
firet of its kind,

of the Rohingya Mug=

E N

1img by the invading 4
Burmese. B -
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Places and

Sequence of
_ periods

events

Araltan and
Burma: 18-
early 20th
conturloes.

Incorporation of
Mrakan into the
British fold.

Postwar pollti- ' Aralkan
cal change in province:
Burma and inco-  1942-1978.

rporation of
Arakan into the
Union of Burma,

Table 2.
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Affected

EXroups

Roangya, Magh
and other ethnic

minoritlies;
Burmesoe,

Rohingya and

other Musli
Eroups,

Consequences/
remariks

Visible changes

in political rela-
the tlon between Burma
and Arslan; dlgs-
ension among the
tribal groups and
religious minori-
tles,

, Systematlc perse-

m cution of Rohingya
Musliims by stagesn;
large scale out-mi-
gration ~ later
followed by attempts
of repatriation and
adoptlion of discri-
minatory clitirzen~
ship laws.

Persecutlion of the Rohingyas in Arakan, 1942-76.

Nature of persecution

Approx, number

Conflscation of religious
pnoperty

Destruction of settlements 692
Indiscriminate use of expl-

oslves 500,000

Massacre 100,000
2 20 to 30,000
Severe attacks/wound/torture 5,000

Rape (reported) 1, 500
Murder 5,000
Abduction 3,000
Destruction of monques and

religlous schoola 600
Destruction of holy bhooks and

documents 200,000

2,000 (atr

Areal_extent/remarics

Rohingya settlements,

Rohingya.
In 1942 alone.
Botween 1942 and 1976,
Rohingya areas.
Rohingya areas,
with marked mutlilation,

aread,

Rohingyas and other Muslims

mostly in Arakan, Maungdaw,
Buthlidaung, Akyab, Rathi-
daung, Insein, Moulmein,
Prome, Mandalay and Shan.

es)



F

05
Hatu?e of persecution Approx, numbher Areal extent/remarks
Removal from government jobs 10,000
People whose whereabouts are :
not known 20,000 'Left the country' as
version of the Burmese
government,

Sources: Documents of the Rohingya Patriotic Front as quoted in: |
Bichitra, 1978.

The Muslims perseccution in Arakan reached 1ts climax in the montﬁ
of Fobruary, 1978 and this timo it was assisted by the Burmese army
under the code nmame of 'Nagamin Operation'. The purpose of the oper-
ation was to amcertain the nationality of the Arakan Muslimaras a
prelude to organlze census count. Tt has been reported that the army
adopted a measure of determining nationaliity of the population by
identifylng the marks of fixm smallpax vaccination on the arms.

Those having this mark were regarded as outslders. Menﬁion may be

made here that the vacecination was administered during the later years
of the Britlsh rule in both Arakan and the adjoining areas of what is
now Bangladesh, Subsequently, the Burmese army arrested 400 Rohingya
women as suspect outsiders., The protest to thie action of the army
led to further arrests and oppressions of the Rohingyas, and they

were warned by the army that any opposlition to the forthcoming

. "Dragon Operatlion' in March will result in the "total annihilatien®
of the Rohingyas, Throughout the month of March, thousands of Rohim-:
gyas were arrested, tortured and their villages burnt down., The worst
affected area was the Buthidaung subdivision, in particular, the
villages of Dabinpara, Jadibarung, Kadurpara, Ganibarpara, Nakindaul,
Garongehaung, Hoklcapara, Manirbll and few others. As a result of this
persecution during the early 1978, thousands of Rohingyas started to
* talke shelter across the Naaf river in Bangladesh, Between April and
July, 1978, more than 200,000 Rohingyas tool shelter in the Tekqaf,
Ukhia and Cox's Bazar areas ln Dangladesh (Table 3, and Fig. ¥
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Table 3.
ﬁohingya refugeos from Burma in the camps of Bangladesh, 1978.
Camps Number reglatered
1. Dechuapalong T : ' 25,150
2., Dechuapalong IT 26,797
3. Dhoapalong 13,774 ‘
L4, Kutupalong I .. 10,018
5. Kutupalong 11 . 15,220
6. Anjumanpara 13,816
7. Whykong 14, 522
8, Nhilla 26,193
9, Ledha 20,395
10, Ghundum Tt
11. Naikongchari 21,674
. 12, Kuniapalong 8, 1459
13, Marichapalong 21,200

Total? 222y 303

Source: Bangladesh Red Cross Soclety, 1978 as quoted 1n : Kamaluddin,
1983.

Pregent Btatus of the Rohingya Refugees

The exodus of the Rohingyas in 1978 1s belloeved to have been pre-
clpltated by’a conpun tollng in the Arakan repglon, who legally are
cltizens of Durma but who have been apprehended somellmes as illegal
migrants (Rizvi, 1978). As noted earlier, from thelr previous experi-
ence, the Rohingyas apprehended a policy of discrimination by the Bur-
mese government. Certain regulations restricting their movements wlthin
the country, granting of citizenship and restricting thelr entry into
the government services and in trade and commerce had bullt up press-
ures and frustrated this relfiglous and ethnic minority. And finally,
when the Burmese army launched a nationality-oriented censue; the Ara-
kan Muslims, mostly the Rohingyas felt constrained to leave Burma and
take refuge across the Naaf riiver in Bangladesh.
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This and the subsequent influx of the refugees resultcd in consi-
derable pressure on Bangladesh economy and relations between the two
neighbouring countries became strained, However, on 9 July, 1978,
Bangladesh and Burma reached an agreement to repatriiate those refugees
who could produce evidence of theiir prior legal reglidence in Burma and
too cooperate to pre&ent g0 called future 1llegal border crOBBinga. As
of late 1979, the outlook was for the eventual repatriation of a 1arge
proportion, but not all, of the refugees. And in fact, all but 10, 000
of the refugeesn wore repatriated to Burma as of lato 1979 (UN, 1982).
On the other hand, nearly US § 7 million UNHCR apelstance was put into
operation by the Burmese government in order to rehablliitate the retu-

[ e —

rning refugees in Lhe Arakan province in Burma (Flg. 1) (Azam, 1983).

PR s s

Concluding Remarks

Although the repatriation of the Arakanese Muslims to Burma has,
often, been viewed as an example of successful repatriation, the return
of the these refugees culminated in the drafting of a new clitizenship
law in Burma, The proposed law created two classes of citizens: members
of indigenious Burmese ethnic groups, and 'naturaliized! cltizens, with :
the 1attor chiefly, Pakistani, Dengali and Chinese orliglns, and number-
ing 3. 5 million of a total of about 36 million population in Burma. bt
Conceived as a means of discouraging immigrants from other countries in“
the reglon, the law excluded naturallzoed citizens from jolning the -
millitary and partlcipating in elective government and party bodles, '

and 1t prevent them from leading certain economic organization (UN,1982),
£
[

-
-
o
-

The above meapsures as regards the Rohingyas and other Burmese
Muglime do not indlicate a bright future for any of them, The measures g
are not only repressive but also highly discriminatory and in clear -
violation of the UN Declaration of Human Right, The potentlal and real
disregard of human rights by the Burmese government agalnst the Rohin-
gyas and other minority groups in Arakan 15 bound to perpetuate perse-
cution syndrome amongest the concerned population and in that case,
they are bound to adopt tho path of flight and asylum as an ultimate

human right 4n tho nelpghbouring countries in the yoars to come.
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PERSPECTIVE

Dyagon King

Reparts ol i new anzen repis
frtion diive in Rutm ad escerpty
from an wulier wpart widerhoe the
need to traat all rehpons egually:

G They had been there sinee sk be-
g its long swil throuph Southeist
Asit, o devont and sellacliant people
who called theniselves the Robingye.
Their land iy i the Avakin wrritory
ol southwestern Burma, with Tndia o
the porth and Himpladesh o ihe west,
While navehof g seethed through
warr, eolondsn, indepen-
denee i asuepency, Hhe
Rohingyvi lived  quictly
wiel contentedly In ther
Frontive Tastness. Batoin
the past month s et
CHO,000 ol them poured
peros e horderinto
Hanpladesh, o e T
wits shll Howing this weel

e trarannt s 1
pings o the disposseised
are easily seen in the i

around Cox's Basaae and ':."..}J

in the towns that dot the ?
finger ol Banpladesh 1y | =
between Huonae and - the 8\
Way of Benpal. Rohingyea |
Mustons stiagpele e e
g babics e shingesc sod
Bedrolls vader the s,
Some carey parents tuo il
or old 1o wals. Women
bep  strvtpers oo lisien
while they el of Tusbands and hrathers
shot dead, hoses Tooted and burned,
mathers and dauphiers raped and Bunil-
jes foreed wwaleh.

“Ihey e connng il the e ol

2,000 1o 1000w day,” swid o leovied o-
eal oflicial in the town of Nhla, 100
miles southast o Cos's Baeaar, *The
rition of milk and rice 1 hiae s hardly
sullicient o 2,000 people il
already 1 have 20,000 00 this camp,”
oo waited untl this sweek b
fore breaXing whit b seemed 1o bean
embirrassed silence, The relupees, said
Burmese  offivials,  octaally  were
Bangladeshis Necing an Miamigration
cheek™ codenamed Dragon King, The
Burmese  povernment  charped  tht
“wrmed bisds™ frome Banpladesh ad
athcked  soldiers conductng a diive
satinst illegal imnnpomts, Bunma's ol
ficial news apeney sand Bunpladeshi
police had  also died on secnnly
ouiposts and ey patiols, Dhaka
responded by lodping ol profesg
apaimt Burmese pobiey on the Muskins,

v Wswssving)

sk el e RS IR

Fhe relupees soy Diapon King s
an antMushim dine to Toree them
From: their wocestral homes and thi it
wits preceded by similar campaigns in
1955, 1939 and 1975, Some of the
relupees hive set up o "Commitiee in
Al of Numese Rolmpyea™ at Cox's
Baziar, where they issucd an “appeal 1o
the world conmumity™ Jast week. In
recent  years,  they  cliioed,  some
00,000 [ Rohingyea | had helt Avakan to
miprate oo Bunglidesh - other
Muslim countries Farther west, They
sl previods ciunpiigns were minor
compared with  the “extenmination™
aims ol Drapon King fand ] so far
150,000 Rohingyea in the Budbidoung
weeat st SOLONN et in
Maunpdaw  had - been
forced 1o Hee Tor ther
lives.

Hanghideshi ollicials
visited  Ranpoon several
weehs apo toavert whi
they siw s sn approah-
i crsis, Last omonth @
minister-level Harmese del-
cpation went to Dhitha,
Thut  the  problem
worsened alier those tilks
is seen ay provl o deep

i problems  nbout which
A both Banghdesh and Bur-
\§ mu huve chiosen Lo remain

stlent.

H‘:"a:lnlgl:uicsln does nal
B have e ety o
support i sudden influx of
destitutes  who  may
already number more i
200,000, The terntory it which the
relupecs are Nawing is hachward by
Banplodeshi standards. Trées provide
the only protection from i scorching
sun and there is no provision Tor food
supplics. Mimy babies hive been born
sinee e inllux bego: most hive dicd
frony staevirtion or heat, Frees pear relu-
pee camps e festooned with slogans
such s DOWN W FHE FASCIST
REGINE TN RANGOON  and  NO
PRIENDSTEIE  WECH T M.
DIEIEIS TN HHRMA. "

One local Tunetionary said: "1
pescelul solution sn't Tound  guickly,
the unly possible solution will be war, 11
the Burmese won't take these people
back, the best way Tor us 1o cope with
the problem will be to ae (e pehipees
aned Dielp them Torn o liberation front,
Lot them po bk to their country and
fight for their homes aid their kinpuipe
ancl their gy, 'meosure: Rangoon
will wderstind that,” l)

Astaweek, Nay 19, 1978






