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FOREWMORD

Burma, once known as a land of peace and plenty, has
unfortunately lost both its beautiful features.  Accordiug o
the claims of the Muslims of Arakan Division, the Burmese
section on the borders of the Chittagong Diviston of
Bangladesh, they are around one million but even according
to Reutersand other foreign correspondents they are arounds
G000, Perhaps the truth lies somewhere between e claims
of the Rohingyus (the Arapkanese Muslims are known by that
name) and the estimate of the foreign correspondents, who
have pone over 1o places ke Cox Bazaar. Tek-MNaf, gic. 1o

see the iruth for themselves.

As 1o the fantastic claim of the Burmese Government
that these Rohinpgyas are not an indigenows people but have
mlgralud from Bangladesh. nothing could be farther from the
trul.h.ra Even according to authenlic historians like Harvey,
whose books tbtg and smally are held in high esteem even by
the awthorities in Burma, the Arab traders were in Arakan
from around the 7th century. Later ol was primarily through
these Arab merchants that [slam spread into Burmu, first in
Arakan and later into Burma proper when the plessure of
spreading the message of 1slam was shared also by merchants
from the Indian sub-continent and from lran and some even
froom China in the north.,

Histarically, when a Prince. of the plorious Moghul Empire
ol Delhi, the brather of the famous Emperor Aurangzeb, called
Prince Shuja. wus defeated. he sought refuge in Arakan. Why?
because at that time there was already in Arakan 3 peacefully
seftled and well-established Muslim communisy.  And this
1o was hundreds of years back. 10 be exacl 1655,
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When Burma had o democratically clected  Council
iPurliunient) there wsed to be o numhber of Muslim members
ol the Council from Arakan and some held high governmenial
and ministerial positions also,  There used o e hundreds of
duly recognised and registered Mushim schools alse in the
Arakan Division itsell with o separate Muslim Deputy Inspec-
e o sehoals (o hook after these Muslim schoaolz, Rahingyas
speuk the locul digteer with the same fuency as any other
Arakanese aod guite o number ol these are, also masiers of
the Burmese banguage. 11 musl nol be forgotten that Burma
has miny a dillereny matwnalny. all Formung part of Burma.
like the Chins, the Kachins, the Shans, ete.  Like these are
alsy the Bohmeyas and ull these '!'Il'll}' pount o Lhe iﬁdih‘.:‘ﬂﬂll\
character of the Arakanese Muslims,
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Unfortunately, just h:r.-:mw theze Rohingvas are in ane
scluded part, cut off from the main stream, they should not
be denied their  national rights. To live there as hur:nurahlt
witizens is their birth right. How can thesg people he denied
their basic human rights? 1t s against the Charter of the
United Mations and what is happening in Arakan for the
past {ew months, is in blatant viclation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. @ Declaration accepted by
Hurma also. Suppression and terrorism has solved no problem:
it will et be the panucea for the ills of Arakan. We hope
the leaders of the Burma Government will rise o the occasion
and selile this problem amicably and honourably. It is not a
question between Burma and Bangladesh. [t i< & human
question and the conscience of the world community will
have to be moved that justice is meted out to these neglected
nethnic groups of Arakan who are subjecied by interested
pangs 1o all sorts of rape and rapacious acts. leading to all
sorts of murderous, disgraceful and disgusting conduct of
the attacking gangs and some umes with the connivance. any
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active participation by those responsible for maintaining law
and grder. A halt has to be called to the exesting deteriorating
situation and the sooner the beiter, lest the fire should spread
1 the wther parts of the couniry, which the Government of
Burma will mut like ar does the Burma Government wanl Lo
compel’ the people of Arakan to fse in open revolt out of
uuerl__,._“;n sign.  Both  the alternalli\-:s. we submil, are
badg. |, - Government of Burma is  really sure of their
Bre- 5 ""'E oy Flaims why do they not permit outside free and
Il':-'"s u._"!u‘:m Apencies, even International Bodies, to send
inelt representatives on Faci-linding Missions to see thimgs
for themselves in the broad, day-hight and tell the world the
truth,

This haok is the result of an ohjeetive study of the history
of Arakan. for the world 1o know the truth about the history
of the Muslim community in Arakan and not fall a prey:to
the repeated propaganda that they are not Burmese nationals
but that they have smeaked into Arakan illegally. This lie has
to e nailed,

In all fairness it must be admitted that like other citizens,
these Rohingyas are holders of their government-issued
Identity Cards but to deprive them of their legal weapon. there
are cases on record. that these Rohingya peoples wsed to be
called in groups 1o the Police Station to bring.with them
their Identity Cards and on the pretext of checking the same
before the very eyves of the genuine holders of the cards these
were torn to bits just to deny them their legal identity: pro-
tests. even by responsible people. had no effect.  But how
about their houses and gardens and agriculiural land and rice
and other mills which belie the false changes. Are these
not proofl enoupgh lo demolish the concocted stories that these
Rohingyas are new-comers? Nobod
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Some cynics, or o be exact some keen observers. remark
and perhaps rightly. that the Government of Burma is staging
these scencs in Arakan 1o divert the world's attention from
the sore economic and socio-political ills of the country,

MNobody likes to leave their homes and her ths.  The
bones of their preat preat prand fathers are ﬁq there.
These poor viclims, who have been compelled= ﬂrgr their
lives, deserve the symphathetic  support of all 169 "t man-
kind. These refupees have come naked or in taite 6™ ps:
thew are so famished that even their ribs are seen.  Breasts
of their women-folks have been chopped off.  The camps
are horrorseenes where death and decay reign  supreme,
When will the International conscience be fully aroused, We
are most grateful 1o the Press of the world for ifting some
corners from these Jeadly scenes to arouse mankind, We
are equilly appreciative amd  prateful (o the Imicrnational
Agenvies who are already carrving the Mercy-Mission in the
Camps of the refurees. :

I congratualale Moulvi Nur Ahmad Saheb, the Convenor
of Dawah wal Irshad section of the Motamar Al-Alam
Al-lslami to have hrought out this timely and informative
publication, My tnanks gre also due to the editors of the boak.
who want to renuin anonvmous, for their painstaking work.

Inamullah Khan,

Svererary-Ciencral,
Motamar Al-Alam Al-Islami,
{World Muslim Congress),
June 4, 1974, .
Karachi,

INTRODUCTION

History is the mirror ef life and measure of
its perfermance. It reflects human life in all its
passing phases and evaluates its works through
ages. History uph=lds the great romance of
human experience in the past. It is through this
mireer that others can know of a people who can
as well know themselves threugh this mirrer and
also puide themselvss. properly. The correct
assessment of a people’s pust history determines
the pace of its present progress and the shape of
ils future.

We and ocur people, in Arakan, are yet
unknown to the outside world. Our history has
long since been remained tctally ‘neglected and
unwritten. To understand the history of the
Muslims of this land, a study of the histories of
Burma proper, Bengal, Islaniic world, Indonesia,
China and a few other Southeast Asian couniries
is of vital importance. Of all 1hese countries
Bengal and the Islamic World played a distinetive
role of their own for several centuries, faveured
by some natural peculiarities and circumstances.

Had we nol been subjected to suffer from the
grim ordeals of life at the hards of those who
lived topether with us peacefully for centuries
and also were governed and ruled by our ances-
tors, an investigation inte our past history would
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surely be not possible till cternity. It is perhaps
a blessing in disguise for us that we have any-
how at last bezcame conscious of our very
existence under the Socialist Government of
Burma, We the Muslims of Arakan have a more
than 1300 year-sld tradition and history of our
own, expressed In our shrines, cemeteries,
sanctuaries, seminars, socio-cultural institutions
elc. found scattered even today over every nook
and corner of the land.

Whatever so far have been found written
about Arakan or Burma are centered round
Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity and a few
non-Muslim personalities. All that are found
about Muslims are mazrely callateral and mostly
corrupled. Inspite of once being the majority
community in Arakan, with centuries-old trads-
tion, culture, history and civilisation of our own
we received little or no atiention from any
quarter. By His grace, the days are not lar off
when, to the surprise of our persecutors, the
‘Gerdian Knot' of our numerical strength too
will be cut as an evidence in support of cur
decades-long assertion of being in majority at
least up to 1942 A.D. But the irony of fale is
that this protracted ignorance of the remarkable
contributions of ours in various fields of activis
ties in Arakan and Burma proper have not only
misled the world but also obviously illusioned
some literates amongst us.

f
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To be able to understand fully and correctly
ahout a people it is also of utmost importance to

know their history and geography of their
country. As is evident from traditions, accounts,
texts, annals, chronicles and histeries, hundreds
of saints and mystics from the [slamic lands in
Western and Central Asia preached Islam,
simultaneously with its advent, along all the
ceastalareas frem Oman te Philippines and China
to which  “Kaya-pari/Kaira-pari and Hanpifar
Tonkies (shrines)”, in the Mayu Territory bet-
ween the rivers Kaladan and Naaf, the shrines of
“Babaji Shah Menayam” of Ambari and “Fir
Badr Shah™at Akyab also bear a conclusive
teslimony, .

As a prelude to the above histerical cvenls
it can autbentically be asserted that the histery of
the Muslim rpeople is indeed @ chequered one.
For, so-long as cur Hely Prophet 1SM) lived, he
remainend the central figure of attraction. By the
time the prophet passed away almost the whele
of Arabian Peninsula has embraced Islam. With
his unwavering faith in Allah and with his firm
belief in his mission, he had left behind a great
example for his followers to emulate. The early
Muslims with the missionary zeal of the Master,
carried the torch after him almost with the same
fervour and enthusiasm covering mose than half
the world,
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The mental of Prophethoed fell on our Holy
Prophet Mohammad (SM) in 610 A.D. and
within 50 years of this date of advent of Islam
the Arabs’ (the Arabic speaking people inhabi-
ting the Arab home-land including North Africa,
East‘ern Mediterranean, Iraq and the Arabian
peninsula) 'constructed the first Mosque at
Canton in Southeast China to which region they
had been undertaking voyages aleng  the ald-
cstablished sea-route to the Far East since 300
AD. They had already a trading pest in
Canton—for many centuries the only entry Ly
sea into the country. b

Besides the abave sea-route, the Arabs and
other Muslims like those of the Persians, Moc rs,
Moghuls and Indonesians alss used tha old
Chinese land-route through Arakan for mini-
mizing their travel durations going to Burma and
China.

From the 7th to 1Cth centuries the Capitals
cf present Arakan were successively at Wesali,
Launggret and a few other cities aleng the river
Lemro when Hinduism and Buddhism prevailed
over the regien. But, after a chaoiic rule of
abeut 5 centuries Mrauku was founded by King
Saman or Saw Mwan (a corruption ef Sclaiman),
on his restoration to the thrcne of Arakan in
1430 A. D, by llyas Shahi Sultan Naseruddin
Shah of Gaur the then capital of Muslim
Bengal (1342-1576 A. D)

§ ]

It is particularly to be noted in this connec-
tien that Islam was first intreduced in Arakan
during the pericds of some Hindu Dynasties that
preceded the Chandra Dynasty ( 788-957 A.D. ),
by the Sufis Mystics and the Arab, Moerish and
Persian traders, within 50 years of the advent of
Islam ( ie. 610-660 AD.). Seo, we can conveni-
ently presume this date of the first introduction
of Islam in Arakan to be 660 A, D. at the latest.

The Muslim pepulation went on increasing
during the leng peried of 5 centurics f-lnwing
the conguest of the Easterly Hindu staie of Wesali
in 957 A.D . by the Mongolians. Their position
wis 50 well established that they were acclaimed
as King makers in Arakan, They, however did
not aspire toset up any kingdom of their own
till the momentous year of 1430 A D. when the
depused Buddhist (Magh) king MNaramithla was
restored to the thrope of Arakan under the
Muslim name of Solaiman later corrupted into
Samanor Saw Mwanp. i

Solaiman was the first king of this last
dynasty of Mrauku. With him there began an ernt
in the history of Arukan. The country became
enlivencd with the impact of renaissance in every
sphere of life all over Mrauku which by the time
of king Salim Shah or Razagri (1593-1612 A.D.)
beecame extended as fir as Moalmein in  Tenass-
erim Division of Lower Burma.

——
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Persian was adopted as the state language
which continued upto 1836 A.D. when the
British Colonial Rulers in Arakan switched it
over o English. Mushm  coipage was
brought into circulation. Mosques, Pagodas,
educational and cultural institutions were
profusely built. The democratic force of Islam
produced momentous effects in  the domiin of
education and knowledge as well. The patronage
ol the kings of this lineage stimulated the rapid
development of the Arabic, Persian, Rohingya,
Bengali and Burmese languages and literatures.
The Buddhists (Maghs) also graduated themselves
in Muslim studies and even embraced [Islam in
nombe rs.

Tteally, the country’s administrative systems
and the people’s cultural and social life were
revolutionised. The land was bleoming with
prosperity and real happiness. In other words,
all that is Muslim was adepted and unflinchingly
adhered te for over 3 centuries. The Muslims
{our ancestors) and the Buddhists of Aryan and
Indo-Mengelian  stocks lived side by side in
perfect amity. Of course, with the fall f the
Chandra Dynasly Hinduism vanished ferever
from Arakan and some of its followers that
survived the calamities lditer became assimilated.

Apparently, the Muslims all through this
glorious period remained predominant till 1784

ol

A.D. in which year king Bodawpaya mnq:?ﬁ:
the Mrauku Empire and barbarously plun r:]-.
its Capital city of Mrohaung. Thousands © .:1-:
people, irrespective of caste and creed, W 5
sawagcl}" massacrad. Hundrc!is were ma
captives. Mosques, Pagodas, Shrincs, .SCmmanc;,
Libraries (including the Royal Library) T;l
several public establishments were mud to [ e
ground asa far-flung effect of which, mler;m,
we are now being condemned and_ _pcrsccut as
undesirable aliens en our own soil in Arakan.

The ignominious rule of the Burmese 'kmgf
from the other side of the Arakan Yoma t:;u:s
tain) also tumbled down when the IB:-:‘“h g';D-
conquered Arakan in 1824-26 A D. (Ist Am >

. Burmese war). In 1885 A.D, the conquest ;
the whole of Burma was camp]etud by them an
thenceforward they rtmaigig mnth: c::n::gd::

ers Ul January 4, 1940 was By
:tk:all the last British Governmenl handed over
auhtority te the lst President of the B“:“;ﬁ
Republic in accardance with the treaty wm; :
een siened in London on Qctober 17. 194 :1:;“t
was admitted as an independent member of l]'_
United Nations later in 1948, :&s to what _pot:u
tical upheavals took place, particularly relating
Arakan, will be taken up later on.
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) As regards our national identity, we can with
all impunity at our command aver on the basis of
some undisputed historical references that the
entire present Muslim population of Arakan are
the direct progeny of (he carly Muslim settlers
of the land inhabiting the area, as an ethnic race
for the last 1316 Years and number abw;
lS.«FIﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ, inclusive of nearly 5,00000 whe
emigrated to India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, U.AE.,
Saurdl Arabia. UK, USA, Singapere and
Thailand to escape persecution. The Indiaps and
the Pakistanis numbering about 12,00,000 wheo
came te Burma as immigrants left the country
decades back. Those who left after 1962 have
also been compensated. So to brand the majority
of the indigenous Muslims in Burma now as
aliens is nothing short of racism.

rf_.'!ur relations with the Buddhists remained
Ira{imonaliy harmonious and cordial till 1942 in
which cminous year ahout 80,000 of our innocent
nnldl unarmed pecple were massacred by a
m:lll‘.jm‘. group of Buddhist Nationalists whose
Pepuiar cry is “To be & Burmian
S an 15te bea

‘Tradilinnally and historically we (he two
:thmr:.rmes in. Arakan : the Muyslims and the
f;:gl;;ssﬂ “;r! known as ROHINGYAS and

© in subsequent refer

understood as such, & SRR
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Due to sheer ill luck we could neither make
ourselves nor our problems known to the outside
world being deplorably handicapped by the tolal
lack of means of publicity and propaganda,
Whereas, the prepaganda of the Union of Burma
has been so well organised, se widely and deeply
penetrative and so effective as to form a thick
and solid barrier between world public opinion
and possible efficiency of the propagation of the
justice of our genuine cause.

By way of an illusttation it can, however, he
pointed out that there are 6 Muslim Organisations
in Burma proper who are obviously under the
influence of the Central Government. In this
cenfext a reference may be made to areport
published in the issue dated October 13, 1475 of
the government owned Daily— “The Guardian”,
on the subject of criticisms in some *“*Foreign
Publications™ relating to state oppression of the
Burmese Muslims, '

The report reveals that U Ke Ko the
Minister of Home and Religious AfTairs of Burma
along with his 2 Deputies, in a privately convened
plenary conference, met the leaders of the said
6 Muslim Organisations in Rangoon. After due
deliberations the Minister declared the World
Press crivicisms as unfounded and “Wage to




;:El;:_!‘::ﬂl:til:fﬂa's ir‘nag-: and to sow dissent among

Musiim lﬁa:} which were "rcpudiatﬂi_d by the

Ministers ers themselves'”. In :Iaddltion. the

S are rcporlcd_ to have said that “there

Bepitr plete rrccdpm of religion in the Socialist
Public of the Uni-n of Burma'™.

h It fsf crysial clear that ne representative of
;"f:‘“fnhmgyns from Arakan was called upon to
d the conference though they constitute half
ﬂJ'IhI[: tatal Muslim population of Burma, The
nntliie;m:}- of Burma proper have no other alter-
Envcmmua? l:}' acl up to the dictates of the
iy I .n ting scattered and disintegrated
.o the rest of the Muslim world, Whereas
IL 15 otherwise in Arakan. '

13
ARAKAN

GEOGRAPHY

It is a fact of history that geography plays
a great part in shaping the political life of a
country and moulding the socio-cultural pattern
of its people. The physical features and natural
peculiarities indeed reflect the life and culture
of the land. The history of a country cannot
be appreciated without the knowledge of its
geography. Hence, an idea of the natural
peculiarities form an essential preliminary to the
study of its history.

Wherefore, in placing this Brochure before
the peace-loving civilised world and the cons-
ciences of its extremely advanced peoples it is
felt absolutely necessary, in the first instance, to
describe the geography of our rightful and sacred
motherland where we have been established for
several generations and have cur homes and
families and our dead.

The geographical peculiarities of this region
of Arakan had thusa tremendous influence on
the political, social, spiritual, economic and
cultural life of the ROHINGYAS and the
MAGHS. The natural features of this land,
which were, and even now are, peculiar to itself,
left distinctive marks on sccio-cultural institu-
tions, mental outlook, way of life, education,
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food, dress, and manners and custom of its
people, &raifan has thus some geographical
featares of its own and which distinguishes it
from the rest of Burma.

Itisa narrow mountainous gtri
trip of

along the coast of the Bay of Bengal amils!ret?h]::f
. north and sn_ruth touching Bangladesh on the
.:ortl::est. Inﬁm on the north and the Chin Hills

N the northeast. Itis separated from
; the rest
;f Burma by the Arakan Yoma which lies exten-

ed from the Chin Hills, on the north, to the

Bay, on the south. It has a I71-mile border with

Ban;lglradesh. both by land and sea, to which it

tradtfjanally SErves as, “The Gateway to the Far
'E_ast . by land. There are some plausib]

historical references also describing it as "T'h¢
Gr?a::r.r Chittageng” having centuries-old trad:
political, social and cultural relations with Chitta:
' Bong proper and other parts of Bengal as well,

. Its total area, including rivers and forests
is 14,914 sq. m,, presently inhabited by 2 mil?iur:
people of the Rohingyas and Maghs, in equal -

proportions, excluding about half a million of

those Rohingyas who, since 1942, fled the land
to vari:irus countries of the world, to esmpe’
pcr:m:u:[nn and not counted at home due 10 £ross
racial discrimination. The composition of the
Population itself reflects the gradual development
of the history of the land. But, however, the

13

politically-motivated statistical data and the
periadical census reports will not, and cannot,
at the least, bolster the above averment of the
composition, for many obvious reasons.

In all, therec are seven rivers: Ths Naaf,
Mayu, Kaladan, Lemro, An, Taungup and
Sandoway. The Naaf is the boundary line
between Arakan and Chittagong. The Kaladan
is the biggest one, It rises from beyond the
Arakan Hill Tracts and flows inte the turbulent
Bay of Bangal at Akyab, the chiel sea-port for
the whole of the region. Lika the Kaladan the
rest of the rivers flow into the Bay with some
variations. All of these rivers are tidal and
easily navigable all the year round. Particularly,
the mouths of the Kaladan and the Lemro are
very wide and deep where scores of ocean-going
vessels of various descriptions @ sailing and steam,
could be seen all the year round, meostly manned
with Muslim sailors hailing from different parts
of Muslim world, specially from Bengal—
Chittagong, Noakhali and Sylhet districts.

A couple of miles, up the river Naaf, there
lies, on its eastern estuary, the port of Maungdaw.
This riverine port was established purely by the
Rohingyas almost at the same time of the
colonisation of the fishing town of Akyab, in
Akyab Island, by the Muslim sea-faring and
maritime people from the West, Indone$ia and

Bengal.
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On both the hanks of the historical river
Lemro there flourished sOme ancient cities like
Wesali, Launggret, Parim and Mrauku (Mroha-
ung / Pathariquillah) which, through passage of
time, became overshadowed by the rapidly deve-
loped town of the modern Akyab. The other
interior riverine ports: Kyauktaw, Bandar,
Minbya, Pavnktaw, Paletwa, Taungbazar, Buthe-
daung, Rathedaung, An, Taupgup, Gwa and
Sandoway, all predominently inhabited, since
very long, by a mixed population of the
Rohingyas and Maghs., are not intended to be
touched herein for brevity of time and space.

However, the importance of the river Mayn
cannot instantly be ignored for several reasons,
the principal one of which is that it rises frem
the northern hilly arza and gently lows mz2ander-
ing through the heart of the alluvial area between
the easterm bank of the Maaf and the western
cstuary of the longest Kaladan river, admittedly
and traditionally known as "The Muslim Majo-
vily Arca in Arakan™., The paramount histerical
importance of Mrchaung cannot also he over-
Iooked, mostly on the incontrovertible faet
that it is the solitary ancient city which has
overlived 545 years of vicissitudes in Arakan
and was also the pompous centre of [slamic
civilisation and culture, at least from the time
of king Solaiman (corrupted into Yaw Mwan,
1430-1434 A.D.) the founder of the Mrauku

dynasty, upts 1784 AD. in which year the
Burmesz King Bodawpaya pillaged Mravkn
(Mrohaung and congquered the Mrauku Empire.
On the other hand, Akyab 2zradually developed
from a lowly Muslim fishing, trading and piratical
rendezvous to the status of the present capital
of “The Arakan State™ (Burma), mainly through
endeavours and enterprses of the Muslims,
followed lastly by those of the western Christians
apd a handful of Chinese pesple frem Indonesia
and Burma proper. Surprisingly, among the
Rehingyas and the Maghs there were also two
well-to-do Germnan and Jew families established
sinee long.

The climate is tropical with an average
annual rainfall of 200 inches. The mountainous
areas are hotter and colder than the coastal belts,
The oll-shore Islands and the Islets, in addition,
enjoy a maritime climate. On the whole its
climate is very ennducive to its indigenous people.
The two panoramic islands of Cheduba and
Ramree amidst the deep blue Bay water are also
fertile with a mixed Bohinzya and Magh popu-
latien primarily engaged in agriculture and trade.
In all these islands and islets too the Rohiogyas
were inclear majority but, unfertunately, they
dre now reduced to minority and persecuted.

There are five over-land routes which lead
to China and India. The An, Taungup and
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HISTORY-

( 660 - 1976 ) |

Universal man cannot forget his history. So
we cannot abandon and cynically consign the
past history of our people to oblivion. Every
country : big or small, has history of its own.
For centuries Arakan had been the scene of rise
and fall of some civilizations : Hindu, Buddhist
and [slamic. In prehistoric days it was sparesely
inhabited by cannibals and heathens who had
to flee the region due to the gradual influx of the
Hindus and Buddhists, from India, through
Behar, Orissa, Assam and Bengal, During the
period from at least 100 to 788 A.D., some
Hindu dynasties ruled over certain limited areas
of this region, with their capital along the niver
Lemro.

Some Hindu Kings of the Chandra dynasly
founded th= city of Wesali (the capital of the
kingdom of Wesali) in 788 A.D., on the river
Lemeo, 50 miles frem the Bay of Bengal. There
was also a small Hindu Kingdom at Ramu.a
place 10 miles ofi Cox's Bazaron lhcouas.‘mr
region between Arakan and Chittagong which
came in direct contact with the Arab merchants
and became popular with them.

History is replete with most authentic
relerences and direct evidence of the Arabs being

£l )

in contact with the Far East since 300 A.D.
simultanesusly with the advent of Islam in 610
A.D. aconsiderable number of Muslims of
different affiliations—Arabs, Persians, Turks,
Moors, [ndonesians and Abyssinians found home
in Arakan

oIn the Bih and Pth centuries of the Christian Era
the Arabs were foremost seafaring and Maritime people
of the world and the Arab merchants sailed o all waters
o far off countries of the East and the West, The
cnstern trade of Arab merchants flourished so much so
that the Indisn Octean snd Bay of Bengal turned into
Avrab lakes, There is evidonee to show that the Arab
wea poute followed the line of the costof Bengal and
Acakan snd the Arab merchants established extensive
commercial relations with the sea ports of these

countries”,

Buddhism arose as an offshoot of Hinduism
and in the city of Wesali both Hinduism and
Buddhism werz practiced but sometimes after
the influx ef Muslims, a Mongolian invasion
took place in Arakan which ended the Chandra
dynasty in 957 A.D. Hinduism in the Easterly
Hindu state of Wesali thus vanished forever.
This invasion nol only closed the epoch of the
Chandras but also carried away the Pala Kings
of Bengal at the same time. Wesali could never
reemerge but in Bengal the Hindus regained
their supremacy in a few years by pushing hack
the barbaric Moengolians  into the deeper
mouniamous areas.




iR are found in Arakan before this period™ It is.
“The Mongelians were saveges and  following however, to be noted that the youngest daughter
their invasien supervencd a peried of drakness’. But, |l-fated ¥oghul Prince Sha Shuja named
however, by conlinuous contacts with the conquered of the i d from the palace af the
pecple, in course of time, many of them became educated Amecna. 31151} -l:SI:El!fI"E 1660 AD. or there afier
in the mixed culture of the country they had conquered, then king of Arakan in e a which was
Thecapital was removed from Wesnli to Lemro river | b}f the said route, to Ccﬂtl’ﬂl Burms 1l the hnm;.t
fifteen mitles south east™. even in those remete days was a3 Wwe

of several wealthy and powerful Muslim familics.
“There during the ensuing centurics numer-

ous dynasties ruled, each with its own city but
always in the same localitly. Few archeological |
remains of this period of 5 centuries exist, though
. brick foundations may be seen on the Lemro
bank. There was no coinage during the period
of 5 centuries”. One thing appears t> be certain |

Burmese language like Ecngn!i originated
from Pali and Sanscrit. The Mushm‘s later 0{:
introduced Arabic, Persian and E_!cngah nlsui: >
is understood from f comparative study “-:': .
relevant historical writings that at esali,
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Benpali, well imbued with Pali and S:r;;cz: {
that the Moengolian conguerors who ultimately wards and phrases, Wis gcnm:lliyd::and > |
could not assimilate . themselves with the spoken and written by both the Hin :

B I iI a I ] E [ .I i .E | i = .I.-'{] g ') h‘]“ﬂlim
." i F i . pﬂpui.‘:lf.it'l.’l ﬁ-lﬂ.bii‘.‘. Bl'SlEhI'I. :lﬂd Bcnpﬂll wo b’Ega“-

10 be used by this mi xed pnpulml:rlut;f :_:z
i 3 i Muslirns. i
{ Hindus, Duddhists and. o it
*QOver the mountains in Burma proper was comine of the Mongolians their di

: : i : arena of the languages
the quaint Kingdom of Pagan. There existed slishtly found way into the arena of 1n
avoad connecting the Lemro with Papan. The

road was koown as Buywet-ma-nys™. During |
the period of 5 centuries the Maghs kept con-

tacts with Pagan, especially in matters of religion. ke assimilation of the Mong olians there remaine
“It was along this road that the religious ideas

Nese Wi I:Ig n Sﬂ”th 'I'nj E i [ o isti 'EII'I.HE races D‘E 1.t1'=
CAME OVer t.U' L ilakiatin . } I i i“ jl ap RUH'NG T :’iS ﬂ'ﬂd. thi‘.‘- MAGHE Whu lil,‘['ﬂugll

ce W i i eace and-
1 nt L\ I..T.H'[‘I::R ].i ".:L]. i{}El:Ihl:l' in Pc ['re ct p
I{H.‘JHIJI‘IHES- HD inﬁ-l,rl-pt-t}ﬂ i ht B]Irmege 5:ri t

then prevalent in Wesali.
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After the disappearance of Hinduism and
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amity till 1942 in which year, at the heinous |

mstizatizn of a murderous group of the Buddhist
Nationalists, hundred of Rohingya setdements
Wwere devaststed and  about $0,000 of unarmed
and peacelu) Rohinzyas were savagely massacred,
the agony of which is still sharpened by the
memicry of the gruesome tragedy.

Anyway, by the time the Burmess writing
came over to Arakan a lingua [ranca had dlready
developed. It wasz termed as ROHINGYA,
Subsequently it also began to be written in
Arabic and Bengali characters. Whereas, the
Magh Buddhists who were originally of Aryan
stock from Magadha of Behar in India, -:;’uring
the 1lth and 12th centuries, developed a dialect
by addition of Burmese words to ROHINGYA.
In course of time it was termed as MAGHI. In
fact, both of these terms are one and the same
and freely spoken by both these indigenous races
of Ara%:an even 1o this day. OF course the
lattel‘I Le. the Maghi is not a written Tanguage
but 'fncreij.r a dialect”. In other words, these
two sister lingoes are inseparable from each
other.

In the field of politics and amidst the pages
of some recent Burmese historical works, we, o
our gredtest surprise, find the terms “Arakanese”
and “Arakanese Language™, attributed 1o the
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Maghs, in the face of quite Contrary histerical
evidence of utmost importance. 1In this congec-
tion an independent European Historian writes :

«The question of the emergence of the Arakanese
langusge is more difficult. Whether it was the
language of the Mongelian invaders of the 10th
century or whether it filtered across the mountaing
after contact with Burma in the 11th & 12th
centuries iz undecided .......0... The question aweits

judgement™.

The Muslims, however, never triedto
establish any kingdem of their own but remained
satisfied a5 kine makers till 1430 A.D, as they
were more interested in carrying oa their tradi-
tional trade and propapating Islam, It iz not at
all a fact that “Muslins were nat (o arrive till
12037 in Arakan, The Magh King Maramithla
was deposed in 1406 A.D. by the heir-apparcat
to the throne of Ava. '‘He fled the country,
taking refuge at Gaur, the capital of the Sultans
ol the Muslim Bengal. The Magh King remainzd
there for 24 years leaving his country in the
hands ©of the Burmsse. [lyasshai Masiruddin
Shah became Sultan in 1424 A.D. Maramithla
graduated himself in Muslim studies and turned
away from what was Buddhist and familiar to
what was Mouslim and foreign. In so doing he
loomed from the mediaeval to the moadern, from

L
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the fragile fairy-land of ihe Glass Palace Chro-

nicle to the robust extravaganza of the Thousand

NMights and one Night”. He eventually accepted

Islam under the name of Suja;j
: he n: laiman Shah. T
“Sultan Nasiruddin Shah restored him in IT;:

A.D_l? under the e
} Rl.l'med Ma h. .
Mwan and Mrauku was bujjy, PR ULE ok Sey

cninl; I; ::rc::urlhy that “one of that Sultan’s
= g e ces}tlg found near the site of the
=) =}':|l:;lﬁ|;= doc:m::nt in the history of
tely orientated mw:'r:i tLat#knanZ‘;:nT 3 Sdlz?:i.
Con!.act with a modern civilization resulted in 0
renaissance. The country’s great age began™, g

It took the kings of Ar
akan a hy
icrcaf{er lo learn the doctrine of Isl::1m:I \;‘l::rs
1t was thoroughly umdersiood, they founded :

]:vas known as tie Mrauku Empire. Fn?lhiﬂa;
undred vears, 1430-1530, Arakan rcmafnc.d

very close to the Muslim  Ber
J.'tlnrnt its history and polities.” fa 1531 AD
iﬂl:i?;l: Shah under the assumed Magh titi!c‘oé
i E&sce_ndcd Irht throne angd lounded the
e n mpire wluch.cxtcndcd Upte  Moulmein
i ower Burma. Persian was the court of |

dge ef Mrauku since 1439 A.D. s

1zal and further

When Zabaulk Shah
(1531-53 AD) pe turnad

came to the throne
Mrauky

inte  the

e e
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strongest fortified city of the Bay ind modernised
his navy by building & large leet manned mauinly
with hardy Rohingva boatimen in co-opcration

with the Portuzuese in lien of trade concession.

The sudden rise of Arakan into unprecedented
impertance in the Bay is principally due to its
Islamisation. *“Arakan had turned into a Sul-
tanate. The court was shaped on Gauar and
Delhi ; there were wnachs and the sersglio,
the slaves and the executioner”. There were
absolute lresdom of religion, thought, movemeant,
culcure-nay all fundamental rights and freedoms
Zabauk Shah embzllished Mrauku with mosgues,
pagodas and monuments. The architecture of
the mosques and manhuments were neither Indo-
Islamic nor Indian but of a particular type came
t0 be known as “Bengali Muslim Architccture™
of the Muslim Bengal period. :

iFabauk Shah founded the proaperity of Mravke
but Salim Shah (Razagei) consolidated #t.  He ruled from
1583 1o 1611 A.D. The contury From 1540 to 1640 AT
wag indeed wvery brilliant and imposing. . Copying the
imperinl court of Delhi itz kings adopted the title of
Padshah., DBut gradually Mrauku dwindled to insigni-
licance and was finally songuered by the Burmese king
Bedawpava in I784 A.D. who invaded the realm under
advice of one Ngathande, one of the six pretenders of
the country.

The Burmese administered Arakan from 1784 to 1325
AD. but taught nothing to the people of the country.

e
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The fall of Mragku was a mortal blow to both the
Rehingyas and the Maghs for gwrylhlng that was
materially and eulturally Islamic was raged to the
greend and hundreds of the Hohingyas weee brutally
killed, Two hundred thoussnds are said to have fled
to Bengal.  The Muslims, in fact, could not ever emorge
as rulers.  But, had the Mravku Rule been continued
with the same fervour and tacticg as in the beginning
Muslim supremacy in Arakan would never end. As for
the Maghe ‘the Mahamuni image of Lord Buddha was
rermoved Lo ﬁru[apu Fil, where it now =ity .’-'l-iul'vl‘lil'l."li"!',
almcst all rare documents of the Hindu and Buddhist
periods were mostly destroyed and the rest cartied away
o cenitrinl Burma by Bodawpaya in 1784 A.D.

The Burmese king had never used coins and hence
he copied the Muslim design of the Mrouko period.
T'his Burmese period too was a chaotic one, The Burmese
Governor of Mravku found it in & very lawless state.
One Chinbya organised a rebellion. To scoure peace and
maintain  order the Burmese put to  death many
Rohingyas and Maghs and deported  others.

Having been disgusted with the Burmese adminis-
tration the people of Mrauku enthusiastically sided
with the Britishers snd facilitated in everyway their
cccupation of the country during the 1st. Anglo-
Burmese War of 1824-26 A.D. “When the Burmese
had fled and Mravku was ocoupied by the Englih its
people expected that the histery of 1430 A.D. would be
repeated and that o Mrauku prince would be placed on
the throne. But unfortunately the legitimate line had
been exterminated years before and it would have been

|4 B

difficult to seclect one from the descendants of various
usurping commoners who followed, & prinee  acceptable
to the popular opinien®,

The British administration in  Arakan,
however, continued peacefully upto 1942,
Persian was retained as court language uptill 1836
A.D. The people were piven facilities of all sorts
in freely exercising their basic rights and funda-
mental freedoms. Urdu and Persian were taught
even uplo the University level. There was no
racism bul the policy of “Divide and Rule™ was
still perceivable. By 1883 A.D. the whole of
Burma was congueTed by the Britishers and in
1937 it was separated from India. The indepen-
dence to Burma was given on January 4, 1948.
Arakan achieved staiehood on December 15,1974
under the Sccialist Republic of the Union of
Burma, headed by U Ne Win who seems to have
utterly failed to properly appreciate and evaluvate
the Rohingya image.

Almost all the aliens (12,00,000) in Burma
left the country by the year 1942 and a negligible
number of them who remained there on account
of their interests in business, industry, immoy-
able properiy etc. had to leave to the last person,
on payment of compensation or otherwise, on
or before 1964, Hence, there is now no real
question of any infiltration of foreign nationals
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inte Burma through any of her borders. In the
fuce of such clear historical facts and administra-
tive records it is, unequivocally and absolutely,
a pross contraventien of all International Laws
and norms eof the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, to thus exterminate the Rohingya
populatian and establish settlements of Buddhist
on the usurped lands, on the basis of such false
and unwarranted facls. The Rohingyas of
Arakan are even now in mojority, as they were
als0 in the past 500 years. But, unfortunately,
this reality has still remained shrouded in
mystery- By what names the eld Arakan was
called anterior to 788 A.D. is immaterial here,
What is actually relevant is the term ROHANG.

¢ 5
ROHANG

So far scholarship has not been able to
discover the etymology of the word R}Z}Hﬁ?lf:}.
However, it is undoubtedly of Persian origin.
We are quite sanguine that our scholars m}he
nearest future will surely carry on the subject
further in respect of the exact significance _uh:hls
word ‘ROHANG and its ultimate derivation.
But it is, so far, a well known l‘act_that the
Arab and Persian traders of the carliest days
attributed this name to the old kingdom of
Wesali, at least a century prior 10 _l!:u: Chandras,
which coontry they used to visit and after
availing the necessary period of rest, teok to their
onward journey to Central Burma and far-off
China {Yunan, Canton ete.) through land routes
across the Arakan Yoma and the river Irtawady,
to minimise their travelling durations. As
tradition and history state, Islam was first intro-
duced into this region of ROHANG by saints
and mystics and subsequently by Muslim traders.

“Hundreds of saints and their t‘ollnw_ers
cames, in different times, to Bengal and the region
now kmown as Arakan, from Persia and other
Muslim lands, along the old-established sea-
route and spread themselves in towas and remote
villages. They promoted the faith, fostered
mysticism and divine love and contributed to

R el
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the mental and morale well —being of the people.
Their exemplary character, extrasdinary moral
force and great fecling for the suffering commu-
nity drew the mass of the non-Muslims wherever
they went. To this was added the great literal
and cultural force of Islam, which the saints,
missionaries and merchants held befere the
seckers afler ideal and also to the persecuted
ind degraded peoples of the society of the time.
The activities of these ideal characlers attracted
non-Muslims, the Buddhists as well as the
Hindus of every class to the fold of Islam™.

There are several places in the present
Arakan which are associated with some of these
celebrated saines and mystics one of whom is
Pir Badr-al-Din Badr-i-Alam, His Astana (resting
place) iz situated on the coast of the Bay of
Hengai. at Akyab. The pm;l:rla over there
traditionally call itas the Dargah (shrine) of
Badr Shah or Badr Moqum, Itis daily visited
by hundreds of peaple, irrespective of caste,
creed, age and sex. Most of them were Sufis
mystics as well a5 *Alim’, well versed in  Arabic
and Persian.

The Muslim population of Arakan are yat
popularly known as Rohingyas and *[nshallah’
will remain te be known as such in future to so
long as asingle Rohingya is alive, sut. for
God's sake let their genocide and extermination
be stopped ere it is oo late.
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However, man proposes and God disposes,
In spite of intermittent vandalism one can still
witness the remnants of hundreds of ancient
mosques including that of general SANDIKHAN
(1433 A.D.) who was sent from Gaur by Sultan

Masiruddin Shah to restore king Solaiman (Saw
Mwan) to the throne of Arakan in 1430 A.D.

Particularly, during the Mravke period
(1430-1784 A.D.) the Rehingyas held eminent
posts in the country's administration. DBy way
of illustration mention may be made of Zuzil/
Zalil Lashker, Daulat Quazi, Ashral Khan, Sayed
Mohammad, Mirza, Majlis, Solaiman, Sayed
Sha Aloal and thousands of others who were
Chicl Ministers and Secretaries, Army and Navy
Generals, Quazis, Court poets, Courtiers, Royal
guards, Religious teachers, Cullural and Educa-
tional Heads etc. The superior ideas, culture,
etiquette and ways of life ofthe Rohingyas
to an appreciable extent reacted the Maghsin
many ways. The Maghs uptill this day speak
Rohingya as well, the original lingua franca of
these two communities in Arakan. The word
Arakanese attributed to the Magh alene, is
highly erreneous, misconceived and misleading.
Looking at the past history of Arakan it can
legitimately be asserted that if the indigenous
Rohingyas cannot claim Arakan as their sacred
motherland the Maghs too have no right at all
to be the sons of the soil. 1.5 million Rohingyas
are also bonafide citizens of Burma. As such,
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would the Ruling Junta be, geod and wise
enough, to see thingsin their true perspective
and restore all the vsurped rights and “freedoms
oef the Rohingyas and promptly Halt their perse-
cution and rape, genocide and extermination ?

That old Arakan was known as ROHANG
is a historical fact which isnot susceptible of
any criticism. “It is known frem the Arab
geographers that the Arab and Persian merchants
in their eastward voyage visited the port of
Ornashin (a corruption of Rohang or Roshang—
old Arakan and Abena (Burma)”. To gquote an
authentic reference, m:nlinnn];r unhesitatingly
be made of the Balladon the “Lamentation of
Ameena”, the youngest daughter of the ill-fated
Moghul prince Shah Shupm, composed after his
death, at Mrauku, during the middle of the 17th
century L+ Sayed Shah Aloal, the celebrated
Rohingya saint-poet who was also the captain
of the Reyal Guard of the then Mravku King,
wherein the poet amply mentioned about the
Kingdom of Fchang and Rohingyas.

The poet similarly referred to Rohang and
the Rohingyas als0 in his two other popular
Pallads : *Saiful Muluk Badiuzzamal' and
‘sekander Nama' which were composed in
1669 and 1673 A.D. This also finds support in
Dr. D.C. Sen’s two Ballads on *The Bereavement
of Pari Banu' the wife of the said Moghul Prince
and “The lamentation of Shuja's daughter’,
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The history of Arakan on the whole is not

' at all a complicated one, but it has been made

to be so by some interested intelligentia in
Arakan and Burma proper, like that of Saya San
Shwe Bu of the family of Re Kyaw Thu ef
Akyab (originally from Ramu)and U San Tha
Aurg, director of Higher Education, University
of Rangoon. Above all, the Burmese King
Bodawpaya who plundered Mrauku (Mrohaung)
in 1784 AD. isbasically responsible forthe
destruction of everything that was Islamic. He
is also responsible of getting the history of
Arakan written by U Kala, on the hasis of two
inauthentic Magh chronicles which were
! absolutety devoid of everything about the
Rohingvas. Consequently, at this material stage
of our existence we are deplorably handicapped
in fully vindicating our past image.

Anyway, truth cannot be suppressed for
{ long. It will come to light sooner or later.
' The only fault with the Rohingyas in Arakan is

that “They arc Muslims” and yet kept up their
l tradition and culture and also that they are net

. feady to worship any image other than that of

| Islam. Let the International Bodies judge as to
Whether 1.5 million of Rohingyas, since the last
tWo and a half decades, are being treated by the
. Government of Burma, in accordance with natural
i. Justice and principles of the Charter on Human
- Rights, or not.

I T R L I s S e
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ROHINGYA OPPRESSION
Statistical Figores

19242-1976
Mo, Crimes Approx. Remarks
L. Destructich  of
setllements 692  Over the whole region,
2. Exodus/Expulsion  5,00,000 —do—
3. Massacre 1,00,000 Massive in 1942
4, Arson 5000 Over the entice region,
5 Rape 1,500 —dg—
6. Murder 5000 Mostly by BT.F. now
" alarmingly increased,
7. Detention {Rohin- Moestly in Arakan-
gyas & other Maungdaw, Buthi-
Muslims) 3,000 daung, Akyab, Rathe-
8, a) Destruction of daung ; Insein, Moul-
Muosques, Mog- mein, Prome, Man-
]t'kfl.fd::sdahs s dalay, Shon State ete,
b Desecration of
Holy Bocks &
Seriptures 2,000,000

10,

11.

12.

13.

. Confiscation of

Waaf lands &

Trust properties 2000
Confiscation  of

land, properiies

el —
Removable from

Govt. Services

tincluding nation-

alised organisa-

tions) 10,000
Missing 20,000
Unemployed]

underemployed 1,50,000

{acres)
Waorth Millions  of
Kyats.

Govt, explanation is

‘left the country’,
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WORLD PRESS

To add to the miseries of these indigenous
Rohingyas, from day to day, they are wantonly
and ruthlessly persecuted on absolutely false
allegations eof wviclation of laws: The Burma
Immigration (Emergency Provision) Act, 1947 ;
Burma [mmigration (Emergency Provision)
famendment) Act, 1957 and the Union Citizen-
ship Act, 1948, The repression and oppression
by arbitrary, wrong and illemal application of
the Registration of Foreigners” Act, to the natural
born Rohingya citizens, is one of the hundred
examples of the present Union Government’s
hellish ulterior motive to annihilate the Muslim
population of Arakan. In this context the cases
of Hasson Ali Vs Immigration Deptt. and Mehar
Ali Vs Immigration Deptt. (Cri. Misc. Appli-
wations No, 155 and 156 of 1959) may specifically
be referred to in which their Lordships of the
Supreme Court of Rangoon remarked : *Thus
mere race or appearance of a person or whether
he has a knowledge of any language of the Union
is net the test as to whether he is a citizen of the
Union™. As such, itis not comprehensible as
te why the Union Government, contrary to the
explicit Rule of Law, is demonstrating such a
hardihood of mass expulsion of the Rohingyas
from the country, culminating in their tragic
plights in alien lands like Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabiajin particular.
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In context to the atrocities committed by’

the Union Government and some clandestinely
Government-manceuvered  organisations, - we
venture to draw World attention to a few stri-
king news items and editorial comments in some
of the countries mentioned above which arc as
follows :—

A report published in the PAKISTAN
OBSERVER (Dacca), dated March 29, 1956, under
the caption, “PAKISTAM FOREIGN POLICY
RELATING TO BURMA'", says ““At one time there
were as many as 30,000 Arakanese refugees in
the East Bengal cianss — We have every confidence
with us that the Burma Government would do
their utmost to create a sense of confidence and
security in the minds of the Arakani Muslims
now living in Arakan"'-

A reporl published on August 27, 1959, in
the PAKISTAN TIMES (Dacca), under the caption,
“BURMA READY TO TAKE BACK REFUGEES—
MEGOTIATIONS GOING ON :
MENT", says “The Burmese Government is
agreeable to take back their nationals which had
entered Pakistan as refugees.

This was disclosed by the Governor, Mr.
Zakir Hussain at Patenga airport this morniog
just after his return from Cox’s Bazar. The

Governor added that negotintions hetween the |

government of Burma and Pakistan were going
on in this behalf. Replying Lo a question from

e T e T T

ZAKIR'S STATE- |,
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a reporter, the Governor said that the refugee
problem at the Pak-Burma border was under
investigation of the Government. Asked a.bm.:.r.
the number of refugees in Cox’s Bazar, Mr. Zakir
Hussain revealed that it was over 10,000 ........

The Governor disclosed that the Deputy
Commissioner of Chittagong Hill ngts. Mr.
Igbal Karim was deputed to investigate into the
question of the influx of refugees and to report
to him (the Governor}

Mr. Kaiser Rashid, Vice-Consul for Pakistan
at Akyab who also returned to Chittagong in the
samie plane with the Governor said that the
number of refugees was 12,0007, But unfortuna-
tely,the Burmese Govern ment has not even by
1976 taken back any such refugees.

In the Independence Day supplementary

_ issue of the MORNING NEWS, August 14, 1969,

discussing the subject of rehabilitating the refugees
at the wake of Independence in Pakistan it is
said, “In 1968 the Provincial Government held a
census which revealed that t_hcre are ‘2,32,562
refugee families in East Pakistan. Tl_us figure
includes 1,090 families who entered into East
Pakistan from Burma’- "
in Ahmed pu
A letter of Mr. Shamsuddin
lished in the BANGLADESH OBSERVER on August
6,1974, under the caption, NON-_NATLDNALE.
says “However, in this context, it will not be fmt
of place to say that Bangladesh is also being

3
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clandestinely subjected to similar pressure on
its already over-streched national economy,
through intermittent influx of Burmese nationals
along the Arakan Border. We donot pretend to
know the actual number. Whatever might be
the causes of their exodus it appears to be certain
that none as yet cared to take notice of this
problem which directly concern our national
economy’”.

A report published on March L1, 1975, in
the BANGLADESH OBSERVYER under the caption,
“GOVERNMENT LEYEL TALKS ON REFUGEES
LIKELY", says, “Two camps, one at Balukali
and other at Teknaf were opened for the refugecs
from Burma. The number of reflugees could
not be ascertained. A number of refugees are
staying at Bayazid Bostami, Chittagong and
others reached Jessore.

The 5.D.0. Cox's Bazar told this correspon-
dent on Saturday :  *all refugees will bz brought
to this reliel camp whers care is being taken.
Medical care is als> being provided’. It is learnt
from knowledgeable source that Government
leve| conference was-being arranged in this regard
but the 5.0.0. declined to give the exact date
and venue of the conference™.

A report also published on the same day in
the Daily MORNING NEWS (Dacca), under the
caption. “GOVERNMENT'S ATTENTION
DRAWN : EXODUS FROM BURMA", says “Few
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thousand families of Burmese nationals were
recently pushed into Bangladesh in a deplorable
condition. Some of the families are in camps,
reports. ENA.

It is reliably learnt that the Government of
Bangladesh has drawn the attention of the Bur-
mese Government on the matter”,

A report publishhd in the BANGLADESH
TIMES (Dacca) in its issue of March 23, 1975
under the caption,* BURMESE MUSLIMS™, itis
described, "“Burmese Muslims have been coming
as reflugees to Bangladesh for about twe months.
It is reported that about two hundred such refu-
gees are coming here daily from Burma. Accer-
ding to reliable sources some Burmese miscreants
have forcibly driven them to Bangladesh after
locting their belongings.

It is also alleged that the Burmese Adminis-
tration is silemt regarding this, though it is a
mitter of great concern for Banpgladesh as Bangla-
desh herself is yet to be rehabilitated and the
war-torn country is not capable of rehahilitating
the refugees.

This is certainly a new humanitarian problem
for the U.N. to solve the great problem. This
may casily be selved if the Burmese Administra-
tion kindly look into the matter and check the
miscreants by punitive action™. ,

An earlier report published in the said Daily
on March 12, 1975 under the caption, “BUR-
MESE HNATIONALS PUSHED INTO BANGLA-
DESH™, it is written. “A few thousand families
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of Burmese nalionals were recently pushed to
Bangladesh in deplorable condition. Some of
the families are in the camps. It is reliably learnt
that the Government of Bangladesh have drawn
the attention of Burmese Government on the
matter™.

Mr. Najmul Hasan a correspondant of the
HINDUSTAN TIMES in its issue dated March
24, 1975 in describing the Rohingyas in distress
wrote : “Over 250 Burmese Natiopals, allegedly
disposed of their land and evicted out of their
villages in Arakan, have arrived in Delhi, afrer
crossing over from Bangladesh and Iﬂsing
Rs.70,000/- to currency changing touts, looking
for a home, occupation and a country they can
call their own.

The scramny and hungry men, women and
123 grimy-faced naked children......ragged up at
the Azad Park overlocking Jama Masjid, waiting
for official help which is alceady 10 days late in
coming. The first group of refugees arrived on
March 13 with their pots and pans _... took

refuge on the step of the mosque.

The refugees speak ROHINGYA said {o be a
Burmese dialect and come from different villages
in the Maungdaw districe of the Arakan province
about 200 miles away from Chittageng in Bangla-
desh. Most of them have their Nationality Cards
and land deeds affixed with legal stamps current
when the British Governed Burma,
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The refugees ....., alleged that the Govorn-
ment seized their land, varying in size fromi 5 to
30 acres, paid them no compensation and also
pushed them out of the country ... — . They
lived in the open for two days. Some of the
children exposed to the cold fell seriously sick.
It was then that Jamat-e-Islami stepped in and
appealed to the residents of the area to help™.

A news published on Mareh 24, 1975 in the
INDIAM EXPRESS under the caption, *‘DESTI-
TUTES FROM BURMA™ says, "157, women, men
and children who have come all the way from
the Arakan Hill of Burma, are camped in Azad
Park, ill-clad, ill-fed, penniless and utterly demo-
ralized ....— this people all Muslims. say that
they have been deprived of their holdings by the
Burmese regime, which had sent them packing
from there.

They were taken to the Bangladesh border
by the Burmese-Police and sent acorss,

They finally came over to Culeutta from
where they came by train ...... most of them
without tickets*.

An article by §. Hasan Mutahar, published

in the Journal, vol. 3, No.ll. September,
1976 of RABETAT AL-ALAM AL-ISLAMI (Muslim
World League, Mecca) under the caption
“Burma’s Muslim Minority” says, “Reports
about the plight of Muslims in Burma centinue

‘ to reach the Rabeta headquarters from that
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country as well as Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Instances of intimidation. persecution, vielence
and even murders are not unusual in the Arakan
region Where a substantial portion of the popu-
lation is Muslim, . It seems that, instead of
maintaining law and order, the police and civil
administration have a special role to play, i.e of
protecting and encouraging the miscreants and
Buddhist communalists whose anti-Muslim
campaign includes planned and blatant attempts
to deprive the victims of their property and
business.

A few months ago, the MWL Secretariat-
General received the information that *The
Socialist Republic of Burma does] not allow
Muslims to perform Hajj claiming that this would
entitle other religious groups (Christians, Hin-
dus, etc.) to demand permissien for pilgrimage
to their holy places, which would cost Burma
lots of hard currency’. The position atthat
time might have been ambiguous and confusing
for ene reason or another, but the -same pretext
cannot always be handy and made use of. The
Government of General Ne Win will, therefore,
be well advised to clarify its policy in regard to
several hundred -thousand Burmese Muslims,
especially when it has repealed the amendment
of 1961 in the Constitution (which had declared
Buddhism as the State Religion) and recognised
the right of every citizen ‘freely to profess and
practise his religion’',
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Thousands of Burmese Muslims are anxi-
ous t&¢ come for Umrah and Hajj. They can afford
the journey to and from Mecca al Mukarramah
and maintain themselves during their stay in
Hejaz. The travel facilities which are available
today did not exist inthe previous centuries,
and yet Muslims from all coroers of the world
used to perform this divinely-instituted obliga-
tion, the fifth pillar of Islam, without et or
hindrance. Now communication and conveyance
is.n0 problem, and the Burmese authorities are
no hermits, either. Rangoon, Mandalay and
Moulmein, if not Akyab and other remote

townships, are connected with each other and
with important stations in South-East Asia by

air service And a special provisien in the
national budget of Burma for Hajj expenses
cannot be termed an impessibility ; Muslim
States will immediately respond te any reguest
to help solve the issue of foreign exchange
required for these neglected sufferers. Thus it
is simply a matter of reappraisal based on
understanding, goodwill and justice”.

CERTAIN TRANSLATED FOREIGN
PUBLICATIONS

The Daily PASBAN (Urdu), Dacca, East Pakistan
Dated, May 11 & 14, 1955
E UTION OF ULEMAS & MUSLIM DIGNITARIES,
DESCRATION OF HOLY QURAN, MANHANDLING,
LOOTING, KIUNAPPING AND RAPE IN BURMA
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On pleas of N.R.C. verification processes the
Immigration Authorities use to molest and
humiliate Muslim women for which reason
hundreds of the Muslims had to flee the country.
The Immigration personnel imposed such
tortuous questions regarding nationality that no
men o©f ordipary intellect could answer the
questions properly. Thus they are trying to
prove Muslims as foreigners and on their
custer fill up the vaccum with the Magh immi-
prants from East Pakistan,

84,000 Muslims massacred in the year 1942

In the welter of Angle-Japanese War of
1942, the Allied Forces retreated from Arakan
leaving a huge arms (with the Buddhist Maghs).
Taking advantage of the situation the Maghs
started massacre of the Muslim population, in
which B4,000 of innecent Muslims were slaugh-
tered, burnt down many villages, m=sques and
religious  scriptures and institutions. Besides,
50000 of them who escaped persecution were
kept at Rangpur Refugee Camps by the British
Government. But, in spite of their repeated
appeals to be rehabilitated in their original lands
have not been taken back as yet.

33,000 Muslims pushed into Fast Pakistan in 1948

in the later part of 1¥48, when Mujahid
Movement against the Burmese Government
was extensively going on, the Burmease Armed
Forces killed and arrested many Muslims, burnt

R T
down many of their villages, kidnapped and
raped their women. Muslims being thus terri-
fied, fled the country and took shelter in East
Pakistan numbering about 33,000.

A Method to reduce Muslim Population

The Burmese Governmptat, for the purpose
of the settlement of Maghs in the Muslim areas,
convened a settlement commitiee. They came
to a decision to settle down about 70,000 Maghs
from East Pakistan and other parts of Arakan.
In materialising this scheme the Government
cofiscated arable lands of the Muslims of the
areas where they formed 98 percent of the
populatien,

Atrocities Conducted in 1955

On January 28, 1955 the Burmese Army shot
dead one innocent Haji Nur Ahmed of Lower
Razar Bil (Auk-Nanra) in Rathedaung township.
Another man namely Mr. Maju Meah of the same
village was bayoneted to death. The Army also
manhandled some village§ and extoried huge
amounts.

Rape and Murder not-finusual
On PFebruary 1, 1955, the Burmese Army
kidnapped two daughters, two sisters and two
sisters-in-law of Mr. Sayed of Palipara (a village
in Zedibyin sub-township) and raped them.
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Three young women—>ane wife of Mr. Fazlur
Rahman and his two sisters; the wife of Mr.
Kala Meah (Member) with his two sisters ; the
wife of Mr. Abdul Rahman with his daughter-
in-law, including three other young girls of his
relations were also kidnapped and raped. Un-
countable numbers of women from different
villages were also forcibly carried off and dis-
honoured. They also inhumanly killed 4 Muslim
dignitaries from the same village.

In course of Army patrol duties and official
tours the Ar.ny and Civil parsoanel burat down
to ashes 3 mosques and huadreds ofreligious
scriptures iocluding Holy Quran and Hadiths.
Even on February, 1955 the Burmese Army
desecrated a mosque in Kyaungdaung village
(Haji Ismail Mosque) which ultimately was turned
into army camp.

Lawless arrests and carrying off women
folk have been going on continuously, particu-
larly, in the villages of Shwetpyin, Annukpyin,
Thinganet and Kudikchasung (Kodankauk).
During the month the Army arrested 4 men and
100 women from Shilkali village of Rathedaung
township. Again from the village of Barabill
2men were arrested and one Miss Gul Bahar
from the same village was raped to death.
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Yillages on Hiaze
The Burmese Army burnt down the villages
of Indin and Thinbawgwe (kolung) in southern
Maungdaw and brutally ~killed one Mr. Gani
Ahmed of Kolung village.

Arrested Muslims starved to death
One night, while some army personnel

were attempting to commit rape on & Muslim
woman of Kanhpu (Kamarzabil) in Maungdaw
township, the villagers rounded up the culprits
but they were later physically tortured by another
section of the Army who came from the same
camp 1o rescue them. They also subsequently
arrested 30 old men of the village. They were
dragged to the camp and put to death by
starvation.

A renown wrestler namely Tayum Gulal of
Kunniapara village, Maungdaw township was
shat dead by the Army, on his refusal ta produce
his sister Miss Fatema Khatoon whe had gonpe
inte hiding to escape rape.

Ulemas Being Killed
Maulana Abdul Qadir of Nyaungbingyi
(Shairapara), Maungdaw township was brutally

killed on his refusal to preduce before the Army
‘his enly daughter.
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Rape Cases Everywhere .

A virgin girl from Shidderpara {@!ndan]
village, a mile from Maungdaw town was kidnap-
ped and kept confined for 7 days ms:dc‘th& camp
for satisfaction of their lust. ‘In Fagira Bazar,
a village in Maungdaw township, 3 men Wwere
shot dead for reporting the Commission of rape
cases by the Army, to their commanding officer.

So Many Houses Gutted
A Muslim settlement of 2000 houses inclu-

Bazar 1o
ding mosques and schools, from SEE’
Facﬁra ﬁ?zar of Maungdaw township were burnt

down to asiies by the Burmese Ff.rmyr and t_huu-

sands of Muslims were also inhumanly killed.
Attempt to Murder

Maulana Abdnl Jabbar, a well-known saint,

of Bawli Bazar, Maungdaw was brutally beaten

by the Amny asa result of which he became
unconscious bat the Army presuming him 10
have died, threw his body into the nearby
jungles.
Ulemas Disgraced

The Burmese Army on & [alse aliegation of
collaboration with the Mujahids looted HHE
properties of Haji Maulana Sultan Ahmed @

Faqira Bazar. His house was also burpt down-g
The Army tethered and tortured one Mauland
* for no apparent reasons. On bearing the matter

Ali of Garatarbil (Gara prang) fo
e Ambicnhe vilios Madrassa and wi

.

his brother Maulape Ashraf Zaman cams @0 his
rescue he too was disgraced and jeered at after
being made nude. .

Juma Prayer not Allowed

On cne friday, Maulana Abdul Hai, Princi-
pal of the Al-Haj Maulana Sha Abdul Jabbar
Madrasha wasarrested by some Army Personnel.
Moulvi Mehammed Shefi, Pesh lmam of the
attached Mosque, on secking permission te per-
form Juma prayer, was beaten up by the Army
personnel and nobody was allowed to rerform
any prayer the whole day.

Forced Marriage of Muslim Girls by Army
Perzonnel

Some Buddhist Armed personnel carried o
and forcibly married 5 Muslim wvirgin girls
belonging to the village of Shabe Bazar, Maung-
daw township. On another occasion 2 virgin
daupghters of Master Sayed Hussain of ﬁazitbii
{Sabaigon', Maungdaw township were similarly
married by some other Army personnel. On
threats of such commission of crimes in future
the wvillagers got terrified and abandoned the
villages.

Manlana Sofi Osiuddin Ahmed Killed

During the absence of Maulana Sufi
Osiuddin  Ahmed of Merulla (Myin Hlut) village
the Burmese Army burnt dewn his house to ashes

Javis -;-!.7-. VAL e = " u__lh.
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when the Maulana went to Iodgf a report to thcr
commanding officer he Wwas killed by butts
FUmns.
The above mentione

committed within a perio , :
Airocious crimes of this and vanous other

nalures arc aprrehended in fulure 100,
For these acts of inhumanity, the Burmese
Prime Minister is fully responsible.

d cases of atrocities were
d of 4 months in 1955.

The Daily AHFAG (Urdu), West Pakistan
Dated, August 26, 1953
MR, ZAKIR HUSSAIN ARRIVED AT COX'S BAZAR
TO MAKE AN INQUIRY OF THE MUSLIM °
_ REFUGEES COMING FROM BURMA
The Burmese Government accuses the Muslima a8
Hn.hhidn' Agents : Condition in Arakan
deterioraling =

Cox's Bazar 25 August :
Governer Mr.

The East Pakistan
Zakir Hussain arrived here by

plane to make an on-the-spot enguiry about_ the

Muslim tefugees who are coming. from the

Burma side.’ _

Mr. .Zakir - Hussain explained to the press-
man before ‘helefc Chittagong for Cox’s Bazar
that the G'wﬁrlﬁmeu‘t of Burma is accusing the

Muslims of Burma

residing in Arakan Division
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as the collaborators of Mujahids. The- Govern-
ment of Burma is driving away the Muslims of
Arakan under the false accusation and pretext
of i;:ing Agents for the Mujahids. The Governor
aiso-expressed the attitude of Burmese Govern-
ment on its Muslim subjects as prejudicial. The
East Pakistan Martial Law Administrator and
G.0.C. Major General M. Omrae Khan accom-
panied the Governor to the Pak-Burma border to
investigate the condition &Fthe refugees,

The Daily KOHISTAN ( Urdu), Lahore, Weat Pakistan
Dated, September 4, 1959,
THE T-I’DEFU'L TALE OF ARAKANESE MUSLIM
REFUGEES
Io 1948, the wvery year of the independence
of Burma, 30,000 Arakanese Muslims had fled to
East Pakistan to escape persecution, harassment

~and genocide by a section of the Maghs.

During the year of 1949 the Government
Forcés invariably carried on various kind of
atrocities such as looting. raping, physical torturas
and arson as a result of which many such villages

went out.of existence and 20,000 Muslims were

ako pushed into East Pakistan.

The Daily ITTEFAQ (Bengali) Daces, Bangladesh
Y Dated, March 4, 1975,
THE BURMESE MUSLIM REFUGEES IN JESSORE
400 Burmese Muslims took shelter in the
Jessore Town Hall. The leader of the refugees




NTEN
Mr. Noor Mohammed teld that they are the
bonafide citizens of Burma. He further told the
newsman that due to continuous persecution by
a section of Buddhists and State Authorities as
-many as 15,000 Rehingyas from Maungdaw area

in Arakan crossed the berder t2 Jessore, Moghul-.

hat and Rangpur. They were forcibly deprived
of their properties but got ne remedy from any
guarter.

The Daily IITEFAQ (Bengali) Dacea, Bangladesh
Dated, March 6, L975,

BURMESE MUSLIM EXODUS T0 BANGLADESH
About 500 Muslims have been cOming
daily as refugees to Bangladesh. They were
pushed into Bangladesh by Burmese Authorities
and Magns. They have left all their movable
and immovaple properties in their own country.

The MUSTAQEFN WEEKLY (Urdu) Delhi, India
Daved, April 14, 1975.

UM PAY ATTENTION ; HUNDREDS OF MUSLIMS
PUSHED OUT FRCM THEIR MOTHERLAND
BY THE BURMESE GOYVERMMENT
Say where would to go—These Muslims—lying in
open space in front of the Delhi Jama Mosque :

In Urdu Park, in frent of Jama Masjid, Delhi
about 300 Muslim refugees frem Durma under
the tattered sheds are passing their lives.

+ Among them are included women and children
wha had established hearth and home in Burma.
They had their own fands and joks. The

Government seized] oll their proverties und drove
“them away from {heir homes,

The Burmese police led the refugees to the
border with Rangladesh uand ensured that they
crossed over. They were deflrauded of Rs. 70,000/
by money changing touts. They escaped into
India under cover of darkness. From the berder
to Calentta they travelled in buses. The rest
cf the journey to’Delhi was completed by train,
maostly without tiekgEs.

The PURBADESH Iléui'['_-' (Bengali) Dacen, Bangladesh
L3 Dintedp Apeil 16, 1975, :
BURMESE HEF'L-T:'EES TO BE SENT BACK
(By our correspondent Ranju 1slam)

Due 1o oppressicn and suppression by the
Government . of Burma and the Buddhist
{Maghs!, many Muslims from Arakan, in
scattered condition, have been crossing over to
Bangladesh where they have been concentrated
in relief camps at Teknaf. While visiting the
relief camps the refugees, who have National
Registration Cards of their own, expressed their
woeful plight in their own dialect. In Teknaf
there are as many as 630 refugees from 104
Families till now wherein they are living in a very
heart-stricken position.

The exodus from Alyabside of Burma into
Bangladesh stretched for two months is still in

continuation. Many of the refguees are living

_along the hill-side mixed with the locals. [t is

==

| estimated that about 1500 of them recently
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entered into Bangladesh. One refugee Mr. Abdul
Gaffar of Zibongrz:li describzd that they had to
leave all their belongings, properties and
lands at the hands of the Maghs. ',

Another refugee, Mr. Samiuddin expressed
that the Burmese Government had ruthlessly
driven out his mother with two brothers for
which he had to flee his motherland.

Another refugee told that atrocious crimt?:s,
Ioot, physical torture, confiscation of propertics
and rape became the daily routine for the Maghs
and the Government Authorities. It culminated
in their mass exodus into Bangladesh to cscape
persecution, oppression and supprassion.

When asked the Teknaf authority conceraed
explained to the reporter that th!: rc_l' ugees were
kept in the relief camps on humanitarian grounds
and most of them, mainly women and children,
are suffering from diseases.

The Daily ITTEFAQ (Bengali) Dacce, Bangladesh
Dated, May 19, 1975,
20 DIED OF GASTRO-INTESTINAL DISORDERS
f 1IN RELIEF CAMPS’

‘Cox’s Bazer May, 18 : 20 Burmese refugees
died of Dysentry and Diarrhoea in relief camps
at Balukali and Teknaf. There are 1288 and 514
refugees at Teknaf and Balukali refugee camps
respectively, who came here 3 munthxl ago. Itis
also learnt that exodus of refugees to ‘Bangladesh
are taking place daily.
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of 85000 Muslim refugees ment has already called for

lems
,Bangladesh and causing
(Tift in its relations with
neighbouring Burma. .
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Meanwhile, the concern with the afflicted has ni;"r i

belng expressed in some doubt enhanced our huy-
Muslim countries Is quite manitarian concern. Wa
understandable, A number trust the Government of
of appeals have been Burma will take steps to
made to world organisa- restore law and order in
iusnsm:::?dmmmvgmilﬂ m the Arakan area and bring’
Y uding @ to book the lawless ele-
Secretariat, the UN Secre- ments who have been
ﬁttrrm;fnmaﬁrgh r:-nd. the Uhlf threatening the lives, ho-
Commis- notir and property of the

slon. Cur rellglous kinship Muslims of the area.

THE
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sindi, Monday, May 8, 1978—29 Jamadiul-Aw wal, |
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Influx of Burmese
Bangladesh faces
vast problems.

DACCA, May 7: An inflax  The Bangladesh — Govesr:

?n less than 2 month is pos the repatriation of the refu-
i iy gees who have fled across the
ing vmrhumm__lta.rla.n prn; Rtcier; taying the Burmitee
or, impoveriahed ..y drove them from their
2 homes at gunpoint,

The Burmese Government
has not formally commentsd

on the exodus, except tor
prief report in  the official
Aurmese OoWs  agency  Fhich
alleged that ma_:ﬁy u{ T:: re-
fugees were  LIEgal mitg:
rants . fromn Bangladesh - who
had repoctedly fed to escape
immigration checks, o

The agency claimed 20,00
Bengalis had left Burma e
cause m:ﬂﬂ! e projer
entry registrat papers,

Bur these refugees gave a
totally differspt picture  and
some of them even produced
their mnational  registration
cards to back claims o Jur
mese nationality.”

T have allcged = con-
cert campaign against the
Muslim  community in the
province of Arakan, bordering
the Chittagong distriet of
Bangladesh, and have accused
Burmese troocps of rape, tor-
ture and rob ;

According 1o bfficials here,
some of the Muslims nave
coms across the border with
bullet injuries.

The refugess now live in
more than 300 tmtﬁ d:mmtl:::
put up along the rder ba
the ginglld:z:h Red Crrss,
Food and other facilities: iu':-
provided by the govemment.

With an Hmﬁ? health
campaign said to have heen
launched by the Red Cross
and the Bangladesh Army
Medical Corps, no~ outbreéak
of discases have so far bacn

in the camps. But
the arrival of the monsoon
the next pwo months

' could miter the situation in

the remote tip of the comiry

. where natural disasters occur

regularty.

- a position 1o

by Budsdhist

! The eviction problem

lims are said 1o  Thave

(61)

Secre:
wgiil
the
need
heep

Bangladesh Porelgn
tary Tobarak _Hussein
after a recent tour of
fronfier; "We certainly
i_nmath}'l'lal !"Iﬂ'P tio

2 e alive™.
e attion of over 7 million
pcnplt with serious emnurn_m
woes of its own fs hardly in
support @ relict
this size which
could oost up to one million

U.5. dollars a month, aceoyvd
ing to officials.

There has sa far hean o de
tziled epplamation tor the sud-
den exodus from predominunts
Burma, though
some of the tefupees heve
spoken of a - Burmese cam-
maipn: agafnst  the growng
coonomic power of the Mus-
lims in Arakan.

Bug according to some ob
servers hepe, the Burmese
Government  suspectad  (he
Muslims of supporting tcoel
groups fighting  against  the
Governmient ‘ol President Ne
Win.

Some of the rebel zroups
are known to be demanding
auonomy for Arakan, a jun-
gle clad province Scpacatsd
from the rest of Burma by
massive mountain ranges.

Because of religious affinity

cperation of

with the Bengali state and for

geographical reasons the Mus-
Jims developed close ties with
Bangladesh or East Pakistan
ag It was known be the
break-up of  Pakistan in 1971
L mOes
back to 1942 when some Mus
fled
from Burma following ¢om-
munal riots.
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belng asked b0 produce cltlrenahip p of ldatng were 53800

it uninble ~Dengal

rcertificates nnd on belhg 15" had left for Fangle-
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desh could not be expecied to beal o o0 rusborns volmtsers who
ON FmD FRO this burden single-handedly, &0d we s later handed over to Bangln-
NT the world  community should &8 g0 porder guards
Burms a Tenat pholest to the Elmlrnmcnl The pabdits &lso 58t fre to an g
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record of  moighbourly ions W0ueRncly op rod By Daccs while (I LRLue B e . cnnumil Rri iy Maungdaw town
For I Wi Intiohs with Bumma and coopersie W i
desh, at ‘rrnt ory coeks Bangh CUMIE are daily’ pouring . atth Bangladesh tn providing tene §00 08 [0 Burmese terr;-
thety With groune ot ahd o8 Sibiavony Hil Tracts nacn porary rehabilitation to the unfor- [V By indesh border pat.
been reparting ik, Bus (€ ARTONID, fales of e iine tunas Muslims of Bumma It O

sands of refugees ﬁ?ﬁ“gﬂ:ﬁmﬁ ot ':;h.’;: Hiald leave only not & mers matter of religlout S wecused Hanglaacor0ent hare
dlistressing COBAItons froem S unimoyed, firdky But of suppoTt in Ty gUArds of h border seciz-
the . et Meanwhile, na oppressed people.  Oppression. B aving [ired upon
nﬂhf,ﬂ f&'-‘;!; Pfff‘ﬂmm Porelin  Burms hag Sovernment of whatever fofm, 15 oppression sod :ﬂmm Falice outposta and Army

- t be roised aoainst B
m'i:\-?: ::llfen'l. to the Covernment Hz':f mlso  said  that  anti-
af Birma to deslst (roen this “‘Wr{; i e5e glements were trying ta
Iy tmmoral behaviour towand uuse trogbls near the by

border
tum citisens and to sdopt positive Rllating \housands of “Bengalis

: i ko ;
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Offelal sowrcen said thet B was 1

who flied inte  Bangladésh o
wsoap  Imimigtation checks™.

The townships of Buthldaong
nrd Moufgdaw aire situated Dénd
the Baneladesh border, They have
a enmined popolation of JLAET

wrde tip af Burmese,  AroEaiess

el olher ndigenous rRees sAch
ns Mro, Ddaingnet nod Teung-
thas,

The largest concentratioa of
illeal immigranta was found in
Ihad srea aBd most of them were
bl 8 o "B
Chitlagong sl o
desh”, Bufmese authorities sald,

"DAWN

large numbetrs In search of & bet-
ter Hie despite efforts of the Gov-
ermumient here to stem tha tide of
“illegal Immigraibon®,—AFP-
Reiter.
. Meanwhile refogess [ram Burma
wra contifuing to aost the
into Banpladesh i the e of
abawt 5000 0 day, Z
BRC sald most of the refugess
leaving Bufma aré Mwalimg &k
though thers are some Hindus s
well,

7 Jamadi-us-Sani, 1308
Monday, May 15, 1978

ISSUE TO BE RAISED AT UN

Genocide of Muslim

minority

The World Conference
on  Rellgion and Peace
whnich concluded its week-
long  deliherations  at
Bangkok on Saturday, has
declded to ralse the issue
of genoclde of Burmese
Muslims at the TUnited
Nations immediately.

Thin was disclosed In  Karachi

vesterday by Dr Inwndllah Khan,
Becretary-Cheneral, Motamar Alam

in Burma

nuedon for Human - Rights snd
UM High Commissioner for Relfu-
Flac 8

Dr Inamariish said ba sxplaimed
In detall ths problerns of MMualim
minoritiss in Asla and partleulsrly
their plight tin Burma ot the con-
ETROCE.

! -

He sppenled to the world con-
sclence and UM to stop the gano-
cide of Muslims He sald partisi.
pants &t the conference from
Japan, [ndomesia, Malaysin, Sin-

Thailand, 8r] Lanks, Ban-
and India expressed their
over the genocide.
Motamar Secrolary-Gene-
ml, who earller attended the Isla-
ple Forelgn Minlsters Conference
gt Pakar, sald “it was & historic
o, He gald it wos for the first
e that the conference wns held
g B0 African state

He sald the Motamar and
gatite Alam pl-Tslaml delegations
wiled for & joint  defence pact
smonty Musllm countries at  the

] Iam.ldl-ns;sm 1398
Burmese

PARIS, May 13: Thirty

ight machine-guns

froen crossily & Clver (ato
ledesh, M. Hauter wrobs,

Burmess soldlers met up o

(65 )

Dakar cofifereénce to face the ene-
mien of Islam. The guoestlon of
plight of Muslins in Burma and
Philippines was also considered
Dr Inamullah Khan sald the
conference decided that  Wuslim
couniries uhrnu.ldﬂ_lh“u stifl elomer
oooperation o economic and
cultural fields in future and  ex-
shange mdio and TV procrarmmes.
BURMESE VERSION
Aeuter adda from -
The CGovernment In Burma has

(Dontinmed on page T eol 4§)

Sonday, May 14, 1978

EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT

Muslims

machinegunned




Mr Hawter wrole thad about 100
of the Muslim peasants were shab
to death sd & large Dumber
wounded durlmg the  machine
paoming.

Before that tocident. he had
yisited the mefugess huddling
acroms the river for severa) .

at iba border was & woman
sernin the grommd with ber
Anger In pearch of some
thing o eat.

Pollce of onlemhing a  genoclde
chuTaign. caled
Dragon™ on Peb 8,
The ¥remoh t sald
::‘B:m'nmﬂ-mmt wealk

May 13, 1978

Plight of
Burma Mouslim

Bangladesh on May 5 called on
Burma to repairiate thowands of
Muslims whe kave fled weross the
border o ‘the pest few weeks lo
escape alleged  hrutality by the
Bormess nvmy,

A spokesinan of the Bungludish
E'IJI‘EIEH Office said it thelr felisrn
1o homelund was +the best solution
to the vest hwmanilarian prablem”
creates by the influx.

The oumber of Burmese refu-
goea in border rediel camps in Bang-
lidesh bas now ssared o 100,06
necording to official figures releascd
in Dacca on May 9,

The Motamsr Al-Alam Al lsla-
mi (Workd Muslim Coogress) us
carly ma February 1978, when thia
genocidal extermination wos siur-
ted by Burmess sulborilies, brow.

AR

P S T

ght the sad plight of Arakanese
Muslim citizens of Burma io the
ootics of the world. Then contig-
wously in the month of March and
more 8o in April, Motamar (World
Mulim Congress) made fervent ap-
peals to the world's conacicnce es-
pecially UN and other internation-
nl farum, Al in it Memoran-
dum to the Bih fslamle Conference
of Fersign Ministers this inhwman
story of forceful eviction of Bur-
meie Cilizens by Rangoon Gavern-
ment a3 well as trampling of their
basic humon  rights were made
known by Molamar to the leaders
of the Islamic world gathered in
Dakar Conference, We are happy
that now the other Muslim inter-
nalional bodies and governments
are taking sincers interest iu this
mniter &nd are suppotiing the call
of the Motamar Al-Alam Al Tslami
rﬂpd:ﬂ% Burmese Muslim citizens
rasiding in the Arakan aren.

 The Rabitah Al.Alun Al Istami
ina patement issued in Mecou on

| Dul protestin
| Exierminhtion

Muy 7 expressed deep concern al
1he reported oxpulsion of thousands
of Burmsse Muslima to Bangladesh,
pnd called on all lzlamic countries
ip condemn the Burmese Guovern-
ment’s action,  The Rabitah urged
the Muslim countries lo *‘reconsi-
der their relutions with Burma in
an attempl to oblain tolal respect
for the logitimata rights of mineri-
tiss and Muslim communities®.

It & time am urgent move is uns
dertaken by the Islamic Secrefarial
firstly the lslamic Selidarity Fuod
ihould help the refugees now in
Rangladesh ulliad with it, the Red
Crescent should move 1o give re-
licf ta the Muslim being dreven out,
&id secondly, talk with the govern-
ment of Burma should begin by the
lslamic governments,

ITHE MUSLIM WORLD

My 6, 1978

Cable to /N 5. G.
Maulana Hasen Musanna Nadyi,
Prosident of Pakistan Chapter of

Warld Muslim Congress in a cable
o H. E. Dr. Kurt Waldhaim said -

wWisrld Mustin Congress draws
Your Eacellency and UM Fumas
Righis Commission ufgsnl aliedi.
tipn (o the genocidal extarmination
of Muslim citlzens of Barma resi-
ding in Arakan province of Burma.
1tu?; an meknowledged fuct that
Muslim citizen: :-E.*.nimnharnh;
Ing there for nearly one thous
yoar specially in Maungde, Boothi-
dhyng, Rathidoung, Kayokio and
Akyab digtricts. Inspite  gontann-
Oy destruction ul’bil\'ul_nndwpi:-ﬁ—
i jas have Lr Lo live =
rteken hut recent ruthlaes
¥ governmentsl snd

Bl governmeital nulhorities 3la-

S Bla unparaiicled when woman Were

[T}

brutzily vielated and mutilated,
childre:s  barbarically killed apd
men vielestly exterminatod. We be-
srech Your Excellency’s immediate
infervention (o stop thess atrocities
perpeuated upon poor Muslima of
Arakan gitizens of Burma, Itisa
clear violation of Human Rights
and geaacide on basis of eacial dis.
crimigaticn and which must be
stopp:d forthwith™.

Cables on similar line were slao
sent 1o the concerned UN offices
and agencics a3 well a3 10 Interna-
tiemal M.G.0 5 such as Warld Caa-
gress of Religions for Peaca. Ear-
lier he has alse moved H. E Dr. A,
Karim Gaye of Isiamic Secretariat
at Jeddah.

Araranese Bxodus

Motamar Hygs. are glad to ot
that the werld B now taking seris
ous nete of 1he recent happenin
in Artkan where the Muslim oth.
nic group is subjected toall kinds
of suppression and nre forced fo
loave their homes and lecariha aoud
seck refugee in Bangladesh. So far
over 145000 refugeea are jrking at
hieir existence in aprawling chmps
in the Chittagong Divisien.

We nro also glad that UN con-
cerned agencies #re also iaking in-
tecest in this humanitarinng aspect
of the Arakanese Muslims

Wa are happy lo mole that the
niotnmas's raprful'll‘.lﬁ.\-n o the
U Dr. Yigar Ahmed Hamdani has
conveved all our represontations
[nclading the talegrami from Tak-
pafl and the incmas of Rohingyss
Patriotic Front to all the concerned
suthorities in tbe United Mations.

We are nlso happy o record
that Dir, Homer Jack, the Seccetary-
Cieneral of WCR.P‘, i taking deep
imtereat o this humsnitarian issue
and in conjunction with Dr. Ham-
dani, is doing bis best both 1o raise
this Issie i the concerped quiriers
torseck the reliel for ths Rohiogyas
who have been compeiled lo Heo
{zom their homes,




- Dragon Ring.
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The day Burma’s

census
turned
into a bloodbath

MOTHER protects her child
‘:.r. Burmese soldiers open fire.
This cxclusive photograph was
taken at Taungbro on the Burma-
Banczladesh border on April 23
1t hiits the veil on one of the
warlds preat unreported l.rag;&
diesi—the exodus of 150,
Burmese Musiims forced to flee
their homes in Burma and seck
refuge in neighbouring B:an[.-.la-
desh,  Burma is predeminantly
a Buddhist country but it has i
large Muslim minority living ia
the Aralian region.

Thix ycar the government
ordered a cci'lslls-u:l'd l!:tl’“lh‘n!::
apulation. It cal il Proje
5 In ‘the Arakan
the censes seems to have l.prn:d
into religions persecution if ane
can believe the refugees” stories
and Lhe testimony of (wo French
journalists wheo witnessed this
border shooting incident in
which, tllil.el:ir report, 100 people

were killed,

“The tragedy cxtends te Bangla-
desh. The government cannot
feed its own 87 millien people.
In one camp, 16,000 Burmese
are said to be sheltecing.

Burmese Muslims
being taken

to labour camps

TERNAF tBangladesh), May
16! Beiugees f{rom Burmma said
yestarday young Muslims In
that couniry wene belng rounds
ed up by the Burmess Army
and aken Lo labour camps.

They said the Muslims, aggd
belween about 14 and 25, wers
belng used o build.s highway
Lirking Hangoon with Alkyab 1n
northeast Burma  across  {he
Arakan hills,

Officlals &t eight Bangladesh
rafuges campd confirmed that
m roung Muslims had checked

Meanwhile, Mr, Fuad Abdul
Hamid al-Khatibh, Saudi Ara-
bian Ambsssador io Bangladesh

and leader of & six-man lsla-
mic delegation  to the border
area, waiched as

about 200 refugees
river Maaf into Bangladesh in
samall craft with thelr meagie
belongings.

4 to  reportors afler
niiﬁ;ﬁ Tekna! border post
overicoking Bormess tercitory,
the envor sald: "I ulha- imflasx
hust be stopped at all costa
otherwise it will lead to another
Palestinian-type problem.”

He sand his -Government
wauld strongly take up the re-
fugee problem  with tha Bus-
mese authorities, iE

The Hangoon Gowvernmen
dspied charpes by the refugees
that Its Army is waging a
ecampaign of ierror against @
Muslim™minority ln Burma. 1.
mlieges those fleeting mcross the
border are illegal Immigrants
irying to avoid checks by Bur-
mess  immigration eficl

Reuter, 2

WA= o
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ISLAMIC COUNCIL EXPRESSES
CONCERN OVER EXTERMINATION
IN BURMA

OF MUSLIMS

“Mhushons @0 Bima ol
worst geiocide m moadcrn Bistors
wihiach Jias aleeady resilied 0 1he
migrdteon of 50,000 Mushims
il veriminatcly killnng Moastimes
sparing neitehe women s child
retr o il e Seek b=
b amtenvertbaong of the Unincad
Mt Lo (ELLIRTEE R i SR AR I T
precedental grm jragedy of coblils
Eelaesded nussiere. Vierins sl

have sooght refuge in Danglelesds

need immedinie relief,  Pleaw
servil o Unitod Mations team 1o

Bwrmu o6 dnvestigate siotaog ol

another i relugee camgs in
Buansbedesh o amsess religee’s
moedds™,

Slr. Aszam's adentical calile
liv ||-'I'l"t3"=.l.lll|i Al Maoseieh,
the Lty leasder ol Prosicdent
wl the Unitesl Arab Fidrives said:

bl

A fusline b Burma facmg
Linge scule genacide which gl
e their vely exmsieniee. Perseeuls
jon and kalling has Farced over
13000 Muslims te flee thesr
lesmies Lo sevh shelier in adjoin
ing Tanghulesh,  Burmese Solders

pepariek e indiseriminenely killiag:
Mushinme s\.iuri:u.g aeither ald, chilils

T MO WOIER, U cas-
mig grave concern aml i this
hisir of gravest erisas the Muslim
Unitma looks upon you o use
Yaaur 1”“”""':‘." ankl pesorces L

s the Bermese Muslims from
togal extvrmination and relicl 1o
those wha anc languishing inre -
luges camps in Bangludesh,  May
Allah make you an insteumeni
forr the presorvation of Istam and
i followers.

Burma . sends refugees
to labour camps

TEKMAF (Bangladesnr, May i8: the refugee influx would develop
Refugees from Hurma =ald yes- W00 another Palestinian problem

terday  young Maslims

cauntry were belng rounded up
by the Burmese Arsay and taken have crossed
from  BoTEb-west

At the same time, the Saudi 05 to officlal sources In
-leader of an [alamic delegation cOUDLTY.

to labour camps, -

ta  Teknal an  the Burma-

Bangladesh border warned that that

in  that unless [t

was ehecked.

than 100000 Muslima
into  Bangladesh
Biirma, agcord-

Aore

this
Hefugees reporied  yesterday
Muslims — aged  belween

i
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*d Up by the Burmese Army snd

EOme were being used 1o byl
8 highway linking Rangeon with
Akyab in north-east  Burmg

Ic!‘ﬂ-!s_'!hl! Arakan hills,
Officials at eigar Bangladesh re.
fuges camps econfiemed that  no

hastadar g Banglade:h
leader of & alyman Telamic :i“:
legation to the border ATeA wes-
terdiy watched as thout 20 re.
Mgees crossad the  river inge
Bangladesh (g m small ‘craft iy
their meagre belongings,
Speaking 1o FEporiers  afyer

visibing Tekeat border pos| aver.
looking Burmess territory, the
sovay sald: It (the Influx) muse
h‘? Sopped #f sl comis  others
wise It will' lead to another Pales
tinian probiem.

He said hid Government wauld
strongly  take up ihe refuges
qrrar;bTEm with the Burmese auiho-
ritics,

The Rangoon Government has
denied charges by the relugees
that the Army is waging & cam-
p_-algn of terror agaioal a Mus
lim minority v Buems. I
alleges thoss Fleeing across  phe
I-n:»r_der are  lllegal Immigrants
Irying (o aveid checkas by Burm-
esn immigration oMcials.

According 1o 8 New Dalhl re
port:  [ndian  Railway  Palice
intercepted batch of 52 Burmese
Muslim svacuees who had cros-
sd over to India thraugh  ihe
Tr];:_mrl State border im. Pas
indin and were sn thelr way to
tha Brahmapuira Valley by trata,
Teparis reaching here said,

The reports smid  that th .4
®vacuecs have been pushed back
inte Bangladesh, This was the
ooly haich of evacueces degectsd
in the easiern mren  whers
strict  surveillahee  was  beig
malntained to check ‘Unfiltratiss
bw  Burmese  refugees.—Reuoter

- APP.

Burmese Muslims
heing taken

to labour camps

: LBangladesh;,
1‘.6. Refugees from Bu.m::i Eaid
vortarday young
Lhag COUniry wers Being roung-

being a6 2o
st Baagoon wih Alfa
M;kﬂi:-?ﬂtmia eight Bagglag

retugen Suoa, cont Bt
I.u..' d checked

Measiwhile, He
Hanud ul-Khatjh,
bian Ambassador s Bangladesh

snd leadsr pof g Xx-rmam lsla-
file delegation  to the barder
ared,  Veslerday walched ar

abeut 0 refugess cTomssd the
":;':_I:I-!\hi! inte Bangladesh in
cr, i

hr.‘tlmﬂlngz_n wilh thelr mesgre

Speaking o reporters after
wislng the Teknaf border post
overlooking Bormese termitory,
the envoy gald: “It (the infux
must be  siopped al all coss
olherwise it will lend 1o another
Palestinin.type problem.”

He said his Government
would strongly take up the re-
fugee problem  wilh tha Bur-
mese puthorities,

The Rangoon Government has
denled charges by the refugees
that » Army fs waging a

Islamic

campaign ef lerror against =&
Muslim®minority in Burma, Tt
allepes those flecting across the
berder are illegal  immigranta
Lrylng to avoid checks by Bur-
mese  immigration  ofclale e
Reuler, »

Council

arges UN to save

Burmese

LOMEONW Stay 43: The Seepe-
kary-General of the Islumis Couns

cil of Eurcpe, Mr Solem Armcn,

has pgked Trnited MNallons Becre-

tary-Cenersl Kurt Waldheim to.closely befors it

Muslims

wonld study the
have to ¥ m

intarvens to & whal he deserib- part to help solve the lamoe
aﬂnmumﬁﬂuﬂuuﬂnﬂ-w Malnrsia wonld Wke to see the

Burma, the Council sald todedy.

In a tebegram, Mr Arzam said
Muslbms in Bumma wees  fmcing
gennclde “which has already re-
sulted in large scade deaths sod
migration of cver 150,000 Muslims

He aziged Mr Waldhelm for im-
medintes United Natlons Interven-
ton “to put an end to  unprece
dented grim and bloody tragedy”,
and for dispatch of UN investige-
tlon team te BuTms.

Tn telegrams o King Hhalld of
Saudl Arabia, Libyan Preaident
Guddafl, Shalkh Zayed bin Eyltan
of the Urilied Arab Emirntes, MY
Azrern asled them to une thelr
influence and resoirces “to save
Burmess Wusima from total e
termination and rellel for thoss
who Inngilsh in refugee camps b
Bangladesh”,

problem facing Hengladesh  and
Birmna solved wmleakly, he aaid,

He was commeniing on & news-
paper repott auoting  Pengladesh
High Commisaloner hers, K. M,
Salfulle, us sa¥ing thal his country
would oo seeking Malsysia's good
office to anlve the leaue

MEMORANIDUM

In Harmehi, the Intermational
Affairs Nepariment  of  Islami
s mmiat-i-Talaba Pakletan has sent
a memorandurn to Muslim youth
organisations the world over to
npprice them of the plicht of Bur.
maean Boaalima

He calls on  Muslim organisa-
tions o make concerted sffori to
mitigate the sufferings of thelr
Mustim brethrer. The Jemist haa
appealed to every Musllm organi-
eatlon.

—To snd cebles the jesders of
the Embassy and Consalate-Crene-
ral of Burma in their own cown-
Lry.
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.organisations (o help the

* the Influx of Mwuslim refugees the

8 % 45

~—To sent cables the leaders of human righls o Durma, and
Bummna to stop the forced exodus —To publicise the contents g
mte Bangladesh of Burmese Mus- the report  through Inbermebiong
Ume, rews medis exerting pressure g

—To semd exble or write %0 UM the Burmess Covermment o quag,
Becretary-General deploring  bin sntes tha securfly of 1ife and prg,
ingxcussble sllence on the Bunmese perty of Mushims snd to et then
teabmmatle situntion and saking Hve their Uves according to  thy
kim to oversee the restoration of dictates of Txbnm.

Help Burmese refugees:
R.C. League's appeal

GENEVA, Mav 17; The Lea. The Bangladesh Red
fue for Cross  societies Society wh!ich ndminislrrscniﬁ
yesterday appealed to member camps, meeded funds to by
Ban- food, medicine, clothing  ang
Cross feed and material for shelters, Lhe Lo,
:\Ehrlu:r 5{‘\.1[‘\."5[ af Ihwstandg. .‘t" Zue said, 1t added that i
Burmese refugees slreaming Ban I-a-'d'l:'i"l Gove . "
into the country. TR st by
Hg.&%lmmgﬁmd -m|un: than Providing fosd and some she
i peoph:, mainly. women i ’
and children, were living  in na.{il:::ml 'socli-::‘iri:cuﬂ?rgﬂ:'ln ':I?u:
"?_""-'.‘-"_-'5 made 1‘“ metal "li‘f"‘““ world, said it was sending twq
""h"'-""':f malerial and tree "h":__‘ representatives to the ana o
Ches in suven camps  in D8 papy the Bangladesh Red Cross,
arca of Chittagong, It gave noreason for (e
housands . more were cross (hwl of refugees.  Bul oHictal
ing the [rontier daily, it said. sources in acca  last  woek
weresaid they were  mainly My

gladesh Red

Sanilary  arrangemenis
extremely DreCarious and lim and quoled some as telling
storms and _torrential - rains Bangladesh  Government  off.
made their situation worge, itcials thal the Burmese Army
mideded & drove them oul al son_point.—
L] -
Malaysia may mediate B.D.,
- ..
Burma. issue
He added that Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUHR, May 17: would have o siudy Llhe pro-
The Malaysion Goverament (3 blem closely belore - it could
awaiting an official report on play its part to  help solve

lssue. His eountry would
from Burma imto Bangladesh, like o see the problem facing
Foreign  Minister Tengku Bangladesh and Burma solve
Ahmad Hithauddeen said to- ed amicably he 3aid.

(73)

He was commenting on
AW DA e 5
Bangladesh High Commission-
er here. Mr. K M. Saifullah,
8% saying  that his  coumtry
would be seeking Malsvain’s
gond afices to solve the |ssue
—Heuler.

130,000 Burmese
Muslims in BD

DACCA, May 18: At least 130,000

Burmese Muslims have fied inre
Dﬂl_ml after boing  evicted  from
their homes by Hurmese author).
ties recently, Presideatial Advicer
for Forelgn Affuirs Shamsul  Hug
l:]lga!‘-lmrdu-

was speaking to reporters at
Dacca airport after & visit to the
refiges camps sccompanied

warrunts their lmmediste repat
riation and rehnbiltation.

= e, o
EANW & plans s
goods from HBritain for the

Burmese town
devastated
by cyclone

RANGOON, May 18: A cyclons
today d.l‘!_tmd.’ Evaukphiy, a

and old send

A town on Burma's
eport quating a population of
BOOrCEs

' The number

Ak
EgEz
s

g
|
;
§ii

:
|
k

from Burma

: A Red Crofs  spokessan
He said most of the refogees the Interfaticnal Aed Cross  will
I'Ilhi—lp-utﬁ-d;rdh
afi.
Muslims wre crossin g

E
:

it who bave crossed into Bangladesh

|
|




The “Region

AnlawiLe, My 19, 59

Crises

Flight of the
Rohingyeas

Thea: had 1isers thore ever sinee Ialam into Banglndesh, and the tide was atil
begmn its long. leap-frogeing swirl fowing this wesk. The trauma and

through Southoast Asia, o
suLI'-nS.i:.ul. peogie who proudly
themselves Lhe Kohingyes.

evgut and LrapEpi
called seen inthe area nround Cox’s Bazasr, 8
Their land beach resort 95 mi. from Chittagong,

Lrger

af the dispossessed are casily

lay dn che wd Arakan terr and in Lhe Lowns that dot the “f
nl'rm:ll:‘lhwur.:urﬁ !u:mu,-rimind.im of Flnﬂslldwtj'lmg between Burms

the north snd Rangladesh to the west. and the Bay

gal — Chundhum

And while much of Buarma seethed Nhiln, Whaikhyang: Hohi Mus

through war, colonislism, indepen:
denew andd insurgency, the Hohin
lived quistly an conteniedly in &
fromtivr fasiness.

That, of Desst, was how learful
Itehingyea refugees told it last wesk.

en  ElingEE,
ir carry their

lima le in ng babies
rolls under their arms. Some
Ls, toa il or old 12
walk, on ir backs. Women beg
srangers to listen while they tell of
hushands snd brothers ahot dead,

In the past month ot lease 110,000 of houses loated and burnsl, methers ned
thism have paured acroas the Besder doughters rped while their families

were forced to watch, “They am
m?ﬁatthmﬂz.m to 3000 8
(day." u harried local official tald
i g gl
a : mi. sou

SRR s, Jast woek “The ratian of
LR &nd rice L muffscient
For 2,000 papler - and ene ey ot
20,000 in this camp, .

Yet il the algns of distress and
exodun are clearly visible, the reason
are nat. The Bangladesh government
I::)S“ ﬂﬂ‘nl::_hniu— unLR{:t phe

rid, anywny. For ; o
waited until LIL wek hfd.'::e hm:ﬁm
whinl had seemed 1o be an embarr
silence: the refugess, snid  Hurmese

povernment  officinls, were  actually
Elﬂgl.ldﬂhi nationals  Meelng  om
immigration  check”  code-named

Iy Hm,g.

'J'R: refugers say Drogon King was
Ispched in Febrinry. But that fs the
only point on which thefr pecounts
dovetail with: Hangoon's. They clam
the operation is an anti-Mualim drive

— imended to force thems from kel

ACAAWALLE, ey . FIPR

. and hulim It :1;.-
preeded similar & smaller
campakgns m 1955, 1958 & 1975,
Same of the refupees hove set wup
a “Committes in A of Burmese
[ichingyen* nt Cox's Hazsar, whese
fast weok they [ssued an “apgeeal Lo ke
world coanmuRily.” In pecentl years.
thoy claimed, somao AGD GO0 theis
pumbes had lefl Arakan to migrate Lo
Hem and other Muslim coun-
triea farther west. HT.&? mﬂ.
vigus cRmpRigns v ¥
Erl.?mr nffaira compared with Lhn
“large-scale extermination’ alms o

anceatral

the Hudhsdnoang aren and 50,000
mare in M
e for Lhalr lives,

Whatsver the reascns, the exodus "MTEI P'“"@'l'-‘ e

certainly Lonk neither g

pernment By g
surprise. Banglodeshi officinle visited

Ttangoon several weeks ogn —
Iy mB:lilﬂnptlw averi what th
BS HA 0

ronching crisis — and only
last rﬁnﬂlﬁ'tlmﬁnlm‘hl-k\'ﬂ Burmese

warsened after those

the refuges
liberntion [ront, lat t
their country and fight. for
amd their
I'm sure Hamgoon will
that.”

. kaad fhut
el €

‘“mnmm
conducting

Dragun King: so for, 150,000 Rohing-
yon I

langunge and their dignily.

Confirmin

"F‘“"““‘““W‘“iﬁﬁ”mm sEcurily oulposts ﬁ

Duces  reaponded by
againal
uﬂ’mnﬂ 11} mnﬂ.hnl d'

dolegntion went to Dacea, That the w::npﬂ o v ity

pmb- &

proof of deep-rocted problems abou
which bath |adesh and Hurma
have chosen Lo remain silent, ;

Peditieal nhm%uu!m t'.iw.mn
will get & kot worse bafore it e,
wnd ﬂ bocauss of tﬁ; pealitical
implcntions. angladesh, one of the
pourest nations on earth, does not kave
the capicity Lo support o suddon influz
of destitutes who mo ¥ number
mire than 20,000, termtory inte
which ke refugees nre I'hwuég s

rticularty hackward even by mlsu
fanm standnrds: trees provide U
only prelociion from o seabehing sum,
md"; is no provision or nddi-und
fssd supplien. Many haobies have been
born sinée the influx bagan; most kave
died of starvation or hea

L.
Already, ton, the strain hos begur Lo i

inMame | passions. Trees near
refugee  chmps  are  featooned with
banners and B‘gutm bearing alogans
such ns [lawn

w Rarcoon and No Fresosae Wi o

HE Mumpmnens i Bumsa. Ono locsl
fanctionary told Correspondent Heerd:

talke is seen by diplomats 43 dramatic O o F

v THE Fascisy Bucme

wpﬂ.lh

libish
B e ‘s Buddhist
anir [there mre  some 30,000
Auddhists in Cox's Bazanr 5

trwis, the world may hear much
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The Pakistan Times, Friday, May 19, 1978,

(@l
fter being evicted from their diat i
% = 1 lpomes by Burmese authorities Iatl:;n Tcﬁl.‘![Lniﬂgn and rehabeli
3 j i LIS - Mot
130,000 Burmese Muslims in B.D. jecentv. | Presdential Advisor refugses were' women. cividren
' ' : ‘% said yealerday, S T o
World nations asked to [ g S50 (AEGEE
nations as (Q | He was speaking to reportery Ieliel. goods’ from —Britain ' fas
gt Dacck Airport after o vigh 'he Burmeze Muslims was ex-
help sol bl oy T A T D o
m - W
e_ p SO Ve prO em e to Bangiadesh, Mr, :;:?_1 U|J‘1‘ilcd Nations agencics wera
KARACHI, May I5: Shaixh ment as Bangladesh' i Ll i _ pushing powder milk and’some
Zahecruddin, Banadesh's A 5407 15" DU 2 vl !t Chictees B S0 Sreeins B the Heceabascd - Worid
T o Pakistan, todav or Lhe i i 3 Le TS —
SRed the comity of matioes fo probiem ?n ms:l;%:;rhgf the|ihat it warranis their |mme LCUE of Musli APPIAPA,
rise to the occasion and help honoursble menmer. .
solve - the humanitarian_pro> “;pcallcizg of the relations he l INIC I EP‘& .
em crea y the eviction o n Pakistan and ;
Muslims . trom their hearths Shaikh Zahrem?l?ljn Ea;g,'ahdfﬂ re]..[ef for
and homes by the Government these were  based on mut i - ]
uf;{ﬂuln,!u. i Elll?_ﬂrﬁtﬂnding P frat:rﬁ 5 5
eplying - to & welcome  ad- 1eelings as existed between tug | Bl I M 1
dress presented af independen e
hosied 'In his hseie by Bie Staes " ° and  sovereiga | rmese viuslims
namullah Khan, Secretary e said “We h been UNITED WATIONS, ot
CGeneral, Motamar ﬁ.tam?—lr gstablish these ?:ratign:hu:l: 10 bited Mations Gh.'l:lﬂ::xrh m;uL? pm'm ot expect the
Isizmi, 4t a local hotel, he said - A ' T e
that if was incorrect to sugpest hrm basis. These relationd fdie
that the Burmese Muslims were had been further strengthened Lol
migrating voluniarily. after the recent visit of Ban fs.
ﬁ:ikh Zaherruddin, who hgladesh President General Zis frma duriog the few webks, Thn B-!!'I#Heuh
R T e e e S e ur-Hehman, was anfloasced night, Rk arwontid ke GO rir i ot
on his way to Rangobn g ¢ fecalled  that the “two|UNICEF s initially providing 50 fions to provi e Swied s
as Bangiadesh's Ambassador mﬁenmls" General Lia~ul-Reh jng and dist nwﬂmmwy Jcita Sistalios ﬂ'“ﬁ& hunmoitarian as-
Burma, said that there had not 120 37d Geoeral Mohammad cofliin o gomplate  range M08 of whoes mﬂi
& sigle mrEcedeut ihi Zia-ul-Haq—had discussions in§ stasderd drugy for mother pnd ©4mps fa the Chitta el
the people had Ieft their native Loo, st friendly aad cordualpic -
lamd wi Hni:li.a z ;:m:: ;r;recrc:tm Hm?‘u“url‘fe 0l et clal
i . = - He further e mxne vitsmin nited
e b tron, e v ULE! TR e S () Y e, Moy st e
d shadow. of doubt L0 Generals smiling and {o|®@ sddition, UMICEY & provid- extremely people sre  living  im
e '!he.?urmﬁu Muslinn m;jrlcasanl: moods after the meel ¢ 10000 packets of oral rehydra- mﬂﬂmm m‘m
n 0 palts for childrem m;rﬂnh.l.p”m’i -

fugees  had thelr rools ia o i
B haikh Zaheeruddin  believe] P sovera dehpdration nsed

s;:;d"“y;f_i’r ;1;: ‘l::: one l':];lu- that Geperal = Ziaur-Remman'ch Acute dysertery and disrzhons. :‘E"ﬁ': huumhr have srocted make
he Blrmice Guvemm::ft i‘é three-day visit to Pakisian had{t 12 slso helping the Bangls- branches of “.“I' d from small
take back its Muslim thlsr Erulﬂ! considerable  goodwil i} Govermment = 4o sink 500 first beavy rains :‘hl“ T
after its temperament had cook Goireen Pakistan and Bangiy f*® recently Eucbaoon

I.I'r i
Shaikh Zahceruddin said that At least 130000 Burmes e,
after taking over his assign. Muslims have fled into Dacch
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Disturbance on the border of peace

By Deuad Mayiis

Dacca: During his recent wigit here, the
Burmese Forespn  Minister Brigadier-
General Myimt Maung descnbed his
cotintry's bondef with Bangladesh as *'a
border of peace.” Umd week aller he
returned home, the border became a
symbal of woe for thousands of Bur
mese Muslims who were evicled ffom
el homes in Araksm province and
b into Bangladesh.

Al the time of wnting more than
TO,000 Burmese nasicnals had crossed
to Bangladesh seeking sanctuary from
what they allege & “inbuman torfure,
atrowilicy and systematic pemeculion’
by the Burmese amithonties. According
to one estimate more Than 50000 evict:
ed Burmese nationals are still lving in
the jungles along the border trying to
el intis Bangladeh

Somu of the refugees whe have taken
shelter in Bangladesh Fear dhse 1he Buar-
mese authorilicd are Trying lo ovicl v

THE EXODUS REVERSED

hnl.lﬁ;upmn the centiimies,

thon to evice the Robimpre from
Aeikan bepin in 1947 when nearly
0,000 Mushims were thrown out of
ﬂurpn Aboid J0,000 kave pone 10
Fekistan, some 80 the Middle Fast amé

tually all the 1.2 million Musslins from
Arakan, Rangoon considers them for-
eigner, while Bampladesh does not zce
= them as ifs nationaks,

Rohingyr, as the Burmese Muilima in
Arakan are known, have lived in Burma
for periods ranging from three penera-
tions o over three centuries, Some af
their forbears went fo Barma from what
= now Bangladesh’s castern district of
Chittagong, but over (he vears they insi
comlscl wilkh their original homeland.
They hawe neslher relations nor Friends
in LS eauntry. Most do nol even ipeak
the larguage,

The ewvicled PBurmese Muoilisg cose
tinge to paor inta Bangladesh in a0 um-
enthing stream, haunted by the memory
of their hortilying experence and ex-
hausted by [he perilous trek to sufety,
All tell the same tale: armed Burmese
woldiers. came in hordes to thelr wres,
mngled oul (he women for mpe and the
young men for munder.

up camps on their own initiafive as they
reach Banglsdesh. They are all strangely
silent, speaking omly when direcily ques-
tienied. In one camp, this correspandent
met Sultam Abmed, who last year har-
vested about 1,000 tors of rice from his
own Ead. He crossd to Bangladesh
wilh about HO mombers of his family,
At T3 he is naw o paisper. He says his
J0-year-rdd eon, Shameial Alam, was kid
napped  and  murdered by Bugmese
saldsers,

Marom Khatun Khatwn, 32, came
with her three childeen because “ihe
brutes killed my lsushand,” Like mest
of the Iatest wave of refupess, the comes
from Buthedang district.

Most of those beirg thrown out oe
small frad and  Dusi They
alse have 3 Hotle land, Very Tew o
really rich, bur they dominate Arakas's
weanoinie life. The clash between the
ompinal Burmese and the Arakan Rie

:_:u‘lldi. The remainder Bive in Hangla-

 When the Burmese Gevernment jnire-
- duced dentity cards for it citirend, Lhe
Bohingra Muslins were refused national
.mlnﬂ;_nrn {.‘-:‘I‘d: (NRC). Instead 1hey
| oilere arelgrers  regsiration
ands (FRCYL But they sefused to agcepl
fhem and Semanded MRCs singe ey
were groalne Burmese mationaly The res
:Jl was that most seccived no vard ar

The few who were jsseed WHLY had
10 surremder them & year agn, beciuse
the authorities wanied the eanls “in
fonmection with a sarvey,” and newsr
0 thent: back, Mow the ion-cardhole:
&8 are belng penalised aa infitraren
frem Bangladesh, Accarding to one oot
Mate mose tham £,000 such “fiEics-
hr;"rllint_ubi iulhumlr.-ujnk.

-2ty in Aprl the Bangiadesh presi
dential sdviscr, Kazi Auwumiuq.ﬁm’;
kB Wangoon 1o initiste  Pegotistioes,
which contiried when the Burmess
Farcign Minster came to Daccs tm mid-
Apnl. The negotiotions wese indoncly-
e, bul were due fo be resumed in

on. Helare fhis happened, how-
e iy s albeged  that the Burmese
-bﬂl:tiu! unbesihed o CHRpaign  of

I agxnst the Arskan Mudims |m g
illateral bid o srive what they now
bseribe as thejr “minority problem,”

. * Denzfl Peirls  writer:  Obssrvers
4 the reverse flaw of refugees from
I-|Iflil1l into Bangladesh wauld have been
rulmled of an’ Asian saying: “Satum
B8 pod of misforine | has dropped on
!ule Beggar™s bowl.” Undaubicdly, the
ermaticnal basker case,” g5 Bangla-
was dubbed by former United

lmh segretony of sate Menry Kissinger

| (79

Burma’s Ministry of Mame
waid the Government was "ir-pl::;t
Ing a project for the systematie scruting
of people residing in the State for clussi-
ficalion of citirens and foreignems ac-
wording 1o the low and for SAping amid
lakimg action ageins fomigrers who
have entered 1he country idepsily .t

Indeed, the Dusmese Governmeny
asd that other races besides the Bengadiz
had beem “scrubinised.™ Afier irspoc.
Hors feam December §3-31 last year,
action had been taken againsl | 74 Chi-
nese under the Registration of Foreign.
€5 Act. Others at the receiving end af
the szarches included Mepalese, Pakis-
tanis and Indjans.

Burma claime that dusing ane
these aperations fowards :r:c end ::
Apel, “because of sgitation by unscru-
pulous persomt and bBecgime they were
unable to preduce bons fide regisiration
certafisates, about 17457 Bengslis gban-
daned their Hosies ani! abasconaed,”

While Burma blanscd the Bengalss fos
their exodus and denbed 1Begations of
racial diseriminztion, il i possihle that
some officials enpaged In the searches
may have been caught up in the stmoa
[Phere of resentmont against immigrants.

Coelonial mile in Apa —* whether
French of Britith — has left several time
bambs: in the form of race isesion, A
lzature of alien pule was the importation
af indentured Inbeid, taders and minsr
officisls ta the colonies. Some foreign
Assan traders functinecd sy USUFiGus
maoneylenders, and inefchanis to whom
petantd wers farzed ro sell EFOfH §E 2 is
rmgun ve prices 1o scitle loans.

rowing rech through these de,
some  immigrants beciime riral Imddl:
nﬂzfﬂ: l.l'!l.:: l::;:;m they harvesied in-
C peable rese i
e Sy fesenlment agaimsi

This latesi exodus eguld have been
parcly spurred by impeverished Burmese
PEISARLE Seeing &0 opporiunity 1o grab

sne of the praperty and oiler poased-
sions of the slien Bengalis.

htnl the 19T| liberation wae, codikl
S lake oni the exiis bisiden of fesding

FAR EASTERM ECONOMIC 8 EVIEW
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“ L
Mingd it mikknly beonoamlc: the pativel ol TeHerng these rofagoo
want to take over what the Kohingid

Officially six camps have beien estab-
tisked for the refagees. Bad they absooset
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HE:‘I of #I:I!ITL':: m A ::nd'hﬁ?ﬁ Trfuslﬂ camps  there, fuﬁﬁgﬁatmm:nﬁqﬁ“b;_h t':"""uf l;::lﬁmrd“g:& g qum.:
reribeastern Burma into neigh- according to AFP. ¥ = Muslim; ;, ty II:';r- tive hm!fd b bulleis op Bad lhnb'n" wo.
e S A N B e e T e e
in danger of religious per tign yening  ate ':"u;u aew eefugees Be Ly Mo : om il by

i | s : : n i B leives

trem B Gn! m'l:!':ur:-::‘lh |'II=J:: ’E:r:;ﬁ;f conditions were disas- beeg ;fs-l::rT:::I Burdey Eusrdy joq !‘thwﬂm“_r MO iakmeny i

Bur Governmen trous, and epidemics were fearcd Bees Trop "€ the 1if ggp  hag o

;:Jtlr :ewm"". ngrttrnm L due io the lack of drinkable water. H""-'ﬁ:r-l-d:a,h LHEL,'_: & rive, 00 G;m,,m',i’": l!‘j;":g:bgmm.dﬂh
r I Hefu ! it o T SE Wrote, Crom tha by refinger;

The Government accused Ban- The UM, High i Ty : I’"IM:I :

S oomeion a0 “,”".’ wd’:’r m:;hﬁ;:l &T!Tgl dig ﬁ"'"-rgu::? 'r'm“f*t‘d al th agg, " C4e of thiem, gy ?:,'Z‘;L’r'
ﬂ:ﬁnﬂﬂﬁ“u’mm“:ﬂﬂ“f;"ﬁﬂn ;.:;:g :"ﬁ:;_mﬂ in emergency aid ﬂ:;:ntuf;rurﬂt i umh::d-:.::l!; His Ly ight op y
most of  the I’UIi-tlvu had  leli for abowg 20000 Buarmeasa re- litod hbm:r ;3:?] { the a;;ﬁmbwdﬂw“‘u;h;:‘ﬂr‘:?::ﬂ
T T e g, S Wadter. hu-:ml"cr ] cEle in g T oIt ETOmgd vEleh.
r.::nh::ily controls in the frOnter  The refugees wers m?? ?;E.In i °Q'Jalld.n e Hm’“? Jag th oo “:trg!mr ﬁré;#
» their homes at gun-poiol by -. OF g i 2 ; -
l";ﬂ' Paper chided Bangladesh mh:-si- wreops [n & campaign  of ;E:i;?[ fled. E;?.r'ur e "W'::lﬁnl];dulmuwﬁﬂlm L
for regiatering complaints with the oopder arson and mpe direcied Sk " the Fiyey N e b by o0 80,00 ) e
ntoed e ek itad *Whot Bucmrs Mt mivory, | woif e e e ST R e el he e
suggesied  that Ducea ',‘."Et*‘?: Burma claims sty E:.d “F:Wl'-j'iﬂ;*'il.u.d-rliplﬂﬂﬂ mg; R "ﬂ‘;u Eenigide
m“:u e dmlﬂl‘q; :!I};r wrhﬂ Bmlil'lﬂ 1 1I:I'I‘W“-I'I'II“I- in A fon o Feb, 5, fation Dig
o, ¥ e T in und | IR g I The F
thew ROnnx, AU LG Sy L3 tha oy pye ot 9eP stab yg. TOEN 00-rpy ]
i: : B ol oo (o Wt o Ine. refugees ow. Tusk: 2 3003 gupviige ::r:u: sl way =§:Eu¢m“ Gd'-‘ﬂrn.-nu:::m:mi“n!

Al ¥ o were mainly licked 7 o cale hied N ent o
bormn, e AErved SUEHERISS St e &h u"“"bﬁ'ﬂﬂmqe o Proviness igys j;, Savery]
Burma, have areived auchorities | S0 o0 cntideen, t.h: £3id they 4 mrm:b“mq’l prov b}: ':;_;Ttm“g o
S " ""L“r y “ﬁﬂﬁg‘r o thep m aority po ri:i”ﬂ.}-' & Mutlim ;.
jusy 35,000, : death, bug for hor gy T3 -espegiully since o %t majoriyy

The League ﬂ:;!kd T q.erg‘:; fo "’Gflfit‘-ulmdq*-l Bohingyi, b
cicties: said in nova  yes :

T 140000 Burmese had recently
;]I:: to Bargldesh and that 119

&
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Exodus Of

Barmese

Muslims Continues
UNHCR Aid For Refugees

GEMEY f, My 20; Uit
ed Maioms High Commis-
waner for Refugeer  Paul
Martling wid yewerday he
bad ger stide Sos soo dollsrs
in emergency sid for the
entimated 300 000 Barmese
refagres whe bave fHed inte

Bangladerh.
He said the sid, following
2 fuct - Andine =+ ' 1o

the arcs, would provide foed,
shelter and medicine.

The refugee, eocsmped
on the Bangladeh berder
were  driven  frem their
bomes  of  guopoiat by
Burmese freops im = Ccam-
paign of marder, sreen sud
rape directed against Barma's
Mupslim mimority.

Barma claimi thow who
fled were Bangladeih sation-
th and  therefore  illegal
immigraats in Burms,

The League of Red Cran

Socictied, appealing for  aid Bed

for the refugees on Tueiday,

A UM offizial bere esti-
mated today that 3eco
& ooo were atill cromiog into
B:.lglpdtlh daily. ]

The Bangladerh Red Crom
Society haw repoited thar 119
people, montly children hawe
died in relief camps, the
League of Red Ceon sacicties
said.

A Lesgue representative
in Dacea quoted the Bangla-
dah Society a1 saying some
to,po0 people weie at the
frootier w;ilin‘ 6 eoter
Bangladesh.

The representative dererib-
ed sanitation  cooditiony o,
the camps a8 “appalliog’’. &
said the Banglidesh Society
fearcd epidemics could break
out. — Feuter,

UNICEF STATFMENT]

The United Nations Intsmation-
al  Childsens .E:nu;rge.ntr Fund

sald yefterday In  Ceneve that
more thaa 190030 people  have
Burmsy.  to  pneiphbournng

Bangladecl in the paut few weeks

taid they were mainly womes ung Letwecn SN0 and 4000 mare

snd children,

o e VT AR | A

refigeys wire crossing the bporder

dinily.
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A UNICEF stalemert gaid there
would soun bé 200,000 Burmese re-
fugees in Bangladesh cainps,

UNICEF was providing essentis
&l dries and foodstuffs, and also
belping the Bangladesh Governs
ment to provide clenn  drinking
wiler in the six main camps in

Muay 27, I%,
Aid to Burmese
Refugees

the Chitd Disirict and  the
k- A Aveording ;
E:r;;im I Tracts, the state- r Red Cm:gSu?i.chraf.:ljig ﬁiﬂl%::
: nevit on May 19 (hat 140,000 Bug.
Ol ik oificialy gm o Muclims bad recestly fled 1o
tiens Bavgladesh and that 119 of them,

Gereva hove geid the  refusees
fre meinly ATuslims, bub the Huar-
mose muthorities do not  eegard
them a3 Burmese.

mostly children, had dicd iy refi.
gecy camps there, I said (he 5(1::
Lol wan worseolug with the dajly
eerivel of some 4,000 new refugees
S:‘:;J!ugdmrld:lmm were disnstrous
= . . und epidemics wore foar
Itﬂbltﬂ m !‘HISE the Jack of drivkuble wni:r'?ll feate
The UM High Conoisiio

] Refugees, Mr, Paul Hapg)j e
BIII'HIEE'E Mushims o May 19 that bo hied ser naule
MO0 U5 dollurs in ELEFRERLY

plig_ht ﬂt U,N. ::Idu.::: ubout 200,000 Burmese

The Mot
The Na . mar AlAlam Al ds)i.
T e s, sttt 100 R,

i a nited  Nations Childron's Eser, F

Matjtms to sop the gemocids of § ; R=ney Fyod
Burtrese Mislime L] Pl'JJ'I'Idh.Il reliel in tha ahape of

e ro drugs and diei,
by the Deputy igm,::; Conditions In the reluges cumps
merat of the Babuth Dr. Safwae ¢ DIghly unsatisfactory and
Snma atARM, bWhiln talking o - Places the position is “precsrisus',
Revamen befors hin departure for The massive exodus and (e megni.
Dacca after his fourday toue gp [ute of suffering demnnds ajf 1
Pakistag, - inrger moasure Al humanitysign
'h-lh- Aminl sala tmat be, along apenales shuhd IL""‘"- Bands g (e
th members of his delegation, [riicl aperatien. Espocinlly heryy o
will stay in Pangiadesh for about ‘3¢ [SUESSs Bappen taba Muclim,
Threp dags and will mmeet fhe D€ [3lamic States should help paqo’
Burmess Muslima, who had takes 18desh i0 providing relief o pre.
Tefages there. thar Muosiima. i

He Jsaid) his delegation s also In a Burms
Intendlng ke wisit Burma to sec meut, it was nﬁﬁm?"},:q“' niath.
e plight of the Muslims thera, Wwho Bave fied who wero LLose
 Provided the necessary permission  sway in a bid to ‘n'_,::'i:'rne'
-

';‘h' granted. He soid that he vl (ioa check™. The warld press as

#iit his detailed report to tha  well Ansgene

‘-Ihiu ahant what hnrnhmﬂﬂd da not -tlitktsll-':': an C_!‘d!-!
o emont. The

the Burmeese MMoelima. I ™ werg uprootsd had
L]
e
: !mr e e
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lived in the Arakan border of Bur- who conduct Arabic classes, At
ma for geaerations. tempin have been made for inclu-
Let us hope that the Goverg- %ion uf Arabic amoog [orcigu laa-
meats of Bangladesh and Burma FA’.‘:‘EE?:" hrlq ?:i;yuﬁrmm
E}ml j:,":“ mmi_:':izl; mth. “‘ﬁﬁ g0 far the request has not teen
out and see that justice is dome o graatsd,
thom. . Higher Sccular Education: Mus-
lims were runnirg three
schools For boys and onc for girls
in Rangoon. These were nalwona-

THE MUSLIM WORLD MNized in 1964, There are & large

ngmber of Mislim menand wemen
wha arc University gndu:l:.;, al'::;

i i T number who have been eduval
MI.I'S].IH'I MlﬂﬂritrEI abroad. However, the pumber of
in Burma-l University educazed Muslims ia ab-

aut half of what it should bein
Reaniipe J1ons Jhinione Gron proportion fo their percentsge in
Basic Islamic Edwcafiao @ 'rm the population.

arc i large number of Midras :
all aver the country, Al fce ma- Professions and Higher Services :
naged by individual Musiims, A There are n good number of

few have Comamittees of mensge. Muslim lawyers, sngineersand doe.
ment. Al Madsasizhs are inkaced  tors, both men and women. There
by collectious fiom the Mfuslim  ace Muslin lscturess and profes.
Community, Thbere is —oed for - gors at the Universily and Collegss.
provemeni butl in the teockiag and  There ure some blualims in high
mapagement aod for :H:\liglhzni? itions in the civil SECVICCE and
the fnancial position of the Mad- o the nrmed forces, Their number
rassaha, About G0%] ufMuﬂLmE;m is, however, much below their per-
and boys receive hasic Islamic edu- 1 :
calion {It these Madrussahs and ab- th:-w%i:;:;nh[; tﬂuﬁ::!r:m P;Tl;;:
out anoiber 10% af home. Rhere o yhe High Court. Four Muslims
are around 20 |5uu!| Dlooms 00 Wayo held offics a5 Cabidel Minis.
S Ll I, mu;::hﬂg ters from time to tims, durlng the
Todividialsc A Gy have ji.  Jayeof Parliamentary democracy.
vess of manngement, Like the Ma- General ¢ Apart from the trans.
sussahs, they are fedaeed by the 1ation of the Holy Quran, the Mus-
Muslims. Toeir curriculum needs  lims of Bunma can derive satisfic-
drislic changes, Basic religiows edu-  tion from two other activities est-
cat'sn is not imparted in State  ablished them.
s.bacls Almost all Darul Ulooms ——  pjuglim Free Huspitsl: This Hos-
haws alio arrangements for Ireindng  pital in Rangoon, which siarted aa
of Hulaz and Qari. Theta arc ab. | dispendsry. aboit 40 yeurs back,
out sin epecinl instifutions which g g large one and = located in the
:I::g::nlﬂ_.n in the training of Hoffaz.  Centre of Rapgoon, It has render.
acupt in the Daral Ulooms, ATa-  ed and is rendering very useful ter-
Ii:;_ 15 tat Llﬂg!;t II-MIH :l_a.niuu. . wice to the sick of oll commonities,
cra are one of iwo Muslimsedu- i :
ated ia AbAsbar University, Caire irrespective of religion.

February 25, 1978
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Mushiong o
i I .
Mea of ghin Tﬂ;f‘;‘” Jrust: The population, who bavs frooi
-i'I % vy :w on the Arem for more than f ived in th
Ong thmig, far o nl.r_'rum-.r:_ years, TJWJ'HI‘CCHE ¥ f!undrﬂ
collect uonds I:Id :Fi“ﬁ::!rd o niry. Heing tnnc:nf:;::?h‘ ooy
! Ufe if mrea, they liave
= ] Pies :
H;f:fiaﬂimlluimr::, !tl.rllﬂ.if:{: ‘il::l’ia lrnd culure, ?mvfdrﬁ:"hh'
the 'FIIIIII!.I-Fun:.pu,,inM_mIIdL for of -u:._-r?,;";:ﬁfg them o agy ging
ace o Quran, Tt dyiPlication of suppression, In rege
“:':q:", usliins ,|:_":]-,En M suppatied bttﬂw;olqgjy &l n
Yersities npf ""-'-h!'li:j:; at the Ui foreigners and uu&ll‘s=dlbth:‘ EE"‘I are
0 10 mutigpufiea s Ml . i falis i
businesses, hz“#‘;;ﬂ!mn of i) &E;ﬁi’:mﬁm"m the bﬂlﬂg:
B2 gone dowy, Tt me of the Trust under mr"ﬂ-“nﬂ‘!‘:
O confires its urauthorized entey ,n‘:‘l for alleged
o utin and N8 CL 1Y, 8 number of (hem o the coupy.
¥ Mudeniy g iy, Lon for wor then teg oy gt
illeeq

¥ Th T P i
wnd techsiical ingjiy;e, Universities years. They, of COUTSS, refig, ¢
r u

The o fMuslion Hallyjn pansoas leuve the country, uy they righy]
1 " " r
LFiifd ]

The leadig Rangoon, assert that
are: The Ehml-;'::lrnurrmniulhm and h-wln;hu‘i?h:?mu"m Cilizens
the AllBuri: s Ui lainm, Muslims of narth A
Fanization mnd ghe j Muslim Or- allowed o go i Artkan e nof
otz AfTags cw““t sanslc Religi. Couniry, m:p? '::hgu N'T“Fﬂ“r the
Referenes ha : skl e, o o oi
meade to game 4 ﬂ! iresdy begg discriminatign, h e any (bl of
| k- e gy vf'];:?l::gi?imﬂlimhr_ ’-‘ﬂﬂlpllfﬂilﬂ”b;ud“ri:::vl;ﬂu:m
k. “n s per. » of violenea and g i
F assauley

orm
. 45 1Iv:||;|.l in Prnu!?]'_ PErniy- 98 women, Tt iy difigy)
ralure, particy) AONG relipfoue Jite. Mtch of ali this j ult 1
gnd the gmal| arly the Holy Quran ledge or connivages B (he know.
located fpr m:"g::i;r:‘_:r:f maper g Tities but ghe Tact r:m':s_::lﬂ";ul,h
. e Arakan I 1he
{Whmn :éf}l::itnr;mﬂur ‘['.UJ b Arakay “-'l'-‘l'ﬁb_'r.“a Musiio . are sulfering
e k PnEldesh), why :
b -::?;n l'; E"-‘llm!)‘al have beeny fim %"g:;; ""TJ“ hiternational M.
cutlties, spocially :,FTlddl"“,l “rdm‘l- cinlly 1_ﬂ';h4'L:r“'H Couitact, e5pe.
Ty malure, The R i Scrimpnato. M'h!-mr{w.-m-
tufe the maj rit IRV enpgpj. i maintain dh H ;
20 Dutbdaung rco Thy S ST T Kb, AT
% ara al : m- - Allglimi A iz
el A e iy B el e
St b et T ] s
SR Ty Wre a settled pogy)

O 8y how
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DA W N KARACHI

Thursday, May 25, 1978

Islamic Conference
deeply concerned

Burmese Mauslims’ eviction

1,20, BEFUGEES

JEDDAH, May 24; The Organiz-
atjem of the Isiumic Cconference
OIC) is deeply concerned at tha  Aeeording L0 Bangladesh Radiv
news of the deplorable fate of the the number of Burmess Meslio
sl community  in Burma. pefugees sheltered in cight differ-
wipe borrore Muslims in Burma ent refuses camps has exeeeded
are currenily suffertng, have been 13n laki
ponfirmed by  vanwous rellable  The influx of Burmese Huslims
pousess,” B gtatement isswed by continued unshated tll yesteTday.
tne (OLC) Beeretasiah Guperal Ineessant rains during the  last
gnid on Moy L& five days have increased the miss

sFor more tham six weeks, tha ries of the Burme:a TefUgets,

Musilny community in  Burmma ™
sklon . e radio pdded that the Secre
Y ot TRIg. TR mUr" | ey General of the Islamic Con-
der and evictlon py ihe miltary ference Gecretariat, Mr Rarim
authorities there, The Pevsscic Gaya, has called upon the Mus-
tion of chifdren, women gnd  old Hm world to help solve the Bur-
pen.  mnd  the  desecration of mese refugess probliems.
mosjues, schools, and Islamic  Io & statement OIF Ahmad
sontres and the Holy Quran bas Karim Gaya has unrged Musiino
pepnt unbelisvable” the statemnent all aver the world o offer =i
pdded, possible asslstance to previde Fe
lef to Burmese Muslim refugecs
The sigtement referred to 1he
gufferings of the Burmese Muslim 1% REFUGEES DIE
refupces In lemparary cAmips 1n

Bangladesh  and neighbouring

cauntrhes. Iu.u! :ester;in Imh B-mmm":-:
The acllies committed py thefugses. modt of - Anem chl

Goverpanent of Burma aguinst ju had died "“'m"“d'“' ':“"E;! d::d

siuslp nationals  clearly & to  BAngl

fanatical objectives which negsle meny more wers seriousty Ul

| the hasie human rights of onc of Quoting ofelal  sources, e

its communities,” the  statement agency said mast of the death?

paid wers caused by diarrhoes aod

The pangladesh Dows  agency

R P w g L= LT ) Wi e P . -
R s e e R e

o

s
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malnutrition, Torrentinl rains  In ﬂmglldﬁ:n in the .
:r;h‘iul- 'wrhg:srfh ;":Ed Oooded podd - petwesn 3,000 f:u" f{:u:r‘l:nﬂ
'Ug.fﬁm g WO e mI.uglqu were crossing the border
he mgency sadd thousands of 4 UM siA [t

the evicted people were crossing would SDIJE-EEM mu“?;;ﬂ?nihﬁ!
Into Bungladesh every day, fMee- fupees In Bangladesh camps !
ing from “atroeitics" by the Bur UNICEF was providing exsenti-
mese muthorities, wl drugs and foodatufls, and also

Despite Government efforta to helping the Banglodesh Govern
restriet them in camps, the re-ment to provide elean drinkmn 7
fupess hod started moving cut to water in the six main m.;;p, i: %
urban erens, the agency sald, ihe Chittagong Distriet and  the

Chit Hill
e Tracls, the stale-

——

UNICEF ETATEMENT

The United Notions Internation- United N clals
al Children's | Emergeocy  Fund Geneva have '-l't:’:if:ln lhemrtn.l.ﬁ;-:nlg“
sald yesterdny in  Geteva thul are mainly Muslime, bue the 3
more than 120,000 people  have mese authorilbes do not E:i
fled Burma to  neighbourlty them s B.umm.—-—.?'}'umurm

Islamic Conference
udeeplg_;_ concerned

ok o e 1 hn
o " » - -

Burmese Muslims’ ewictioy

JEDDAH, May M The Orginis- mosques, schools, and I, ; ,
ation of the [slarie Conference centres nnd the Holy -Q'Ilrn;m:;:: 1
(0L 18 deeply concermed st the been unbellevsble” the siasnent
news of the deplorable fate of the added. |
Muzllen communlty in  Burmi "
rha horrors  Muslhms (n Buroia 110 SIALOIRENE Yelerrea to he
are currently suffering, have beed sufferings of the Burmese piuslim
confirined by  warious Teliable “""‘“ﬁhl: tem camps  in
sourens,” a siatement issued by Dand snd  pelghbouring
m::l (OI0) Secretariat - Cenersl ceHntries. e
snid on dMay 16 Tha sctions comm;

L

“Por mere than sy weeks. the COVSIIEIER) ﬂﬂm;‘::ﬂ::t l}nl:
Mustin communlty  a  Burme m clearly  show
has been facing persecullon, mur LR beidis objectives whizh negate

i {IHEATY {fs : rights of one of
der ond eviction py the & Luw“ﬂﬂh." tha

——

authoritles thers, The peraseds statement
tinn of children, wemen nnd ald
men aod the degecrabion of ¥
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taws '1Eh:;-mmr.im]r 1w|‘|l'.'|} ool murﬁ: tatal 1:;_:: nnlli{: P AT W C91)
ot wers lowlul citbeens of ple in wan vinoe, i i ropie fgd
cent are Musibms, But in Bolbi L T8 CAMIDE where g :ﬂc—r?;:f :M-T::npln?ﬁn:{am“.mamm=?:m
03

this country.

M L o daung, Muslims aeconnt for 5

E ave goels t af the 165000 papuladf:

Ehawinws of entering Borma ille- I::;ﬂh, ‘I‘In[g“:gdm. W per r-':l
gally over the yoars A0d o disaps .o the 235080 inhabiianis ars
peac from I-:;:IE exe of the hiw b¥ Wnsiime—Renler
maxilgy  w ethnically  sirmilar
K hawhnws living on the Burmezs 2“ ]3mnﬂl-sn-3=1ﬂis 1333
side of the horder. e Thursday, Jung 1. 1978

Jaurnulisis who m:ltnthr e %
the border region gald tha B e XXV Na.
presenca of Chittagoniahs  was Fel T
overwhelming despita the flight af 3
theussnds of them, Refugee I“ﬂ“x
" They estimated w,at’l.h?l; wers = 2
roughly two Muslims in ares
B e a whe. Taa,  CAUSING tension
Thode wha resmined continued
to live peacefally in the region, —TABARAK HOSSAIN
they sfid

Burniess  Deputy Minister  for DACCA, May 31t Bangladtsh
Home snd Religions Affairs said Forelgn Becretary Twbarak  Hus
that the Khiwlawg always erassed saln gald today an influx af
the horder into Burmm whenever mote than 150000 Musllm  refu-
there  were natural ar  political gees from Burma bad csuse] se-
zalamities In Bangingezh, Tions tensiom on the bovder and

strained relations nebween Dabcs

“Burma had tp look after 16821 ppd Rangoon.

Khuwiaw refugees in 1571-72 dur-  pra saled the refugees wers bheimg
ifg the time of internal strife in griven oyt of Burma sod  wers
Bangindesh, When the tima for re= i) arriving at the rate of about
patrintion  came maly of Lho2® §ong a day.
managed sol fo go brek home by ~This is a violatlon of human
1aingling with other Chittagonial® ;gpiee, Mr Hussain told & Prems
living legally in by Burma”. he comredence here,
it Although  there had bees no
But lacal pothoritles Inm the ctashes betweea Bangladeshi and
Western Arakan Provinte a8id Burmése tfoops, Mr Hussain sald,

that ths main reasaf for the but there had been firlng froen

mavemants of the Khawiswy wal the Burmese.

eganemic. Bangladeshl forees  had  fired
bark I =810 defence but  Ehers

that rio aeen And
nt&” foodstus ﬂi‘F:“b regularly ®°7¢ 00 Teporte of casualties. he
smuggled out of Burmm across the S
Western border although the Bur-  MT Huassiln reported that nies
mese Goverfiment's recent afte rellef camps had besn cet op nesr
smuggeling mensures had gomeéwhat-the bordet to accommodate  the
reduced such illegal practides, refugees ool they comld  be r=

turned to Burma:

tions wore a]
elng eareied

Inat 5 R A
i Mallpan: chnle g and
*3_1; rii#.;m.. bl snmp miugres
o t:hm Eufnitess lorees
iy n M cross inlg Banglas

B L fpRspxap Ayt

- Oty hos the right 1o 20 g epoatd g A o “I-HT

expel minarities to ¢
i another country A !::'nl:i‘hﬂm il et e st B T

BURMESE MUSLIMS GIVE

Harrowingaccounts
of rape, atrocities

COxX's
1SS BAZAAN, 1 . vt v,
BiliFms i i BCenily e manly of the Mostims had e
siid thair  wome Hisusands ally "eome from Baneindesh o
B ware reped were mot tegally Burmess. et

BAad gthejr YOG et put tg foce.
But the refngees said the Ror.

:d !lbm‘u by Burmosn suthoriges
0 4 deliberats campuign 1o drivg Thrae wore  delibarately  foreing
1 to leave In L T

them out
About 18000 relugies b Py
h Ve k- RC oF The Arakan repion,
r ﬂ':;:’: ;L':::.lﬂ-h.l:;u strung rnf::t “fﬂ-lﬂwluduh afficiais  anid
" r tha Lhe ref "
Burmess border, and more re DOT0 0 Aurma n&??-mt” ;mh',h
marching towards the camps pes. U0l biing expaileg becanse  of

e o Pajusa i
lyp- “Uadatoy ‘pappe qn“?"p:t;;n,}:q:
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WFP food aid for

Burmese Muslims

HOME, June 2: The U’y World
Food Progranme (WPPY will give
easrgency focd  ald woerth 22
million dollars to Bangiadesh o
help feed 200,000 displaced per-
zons who have come from Burms,

A sporesman padd today.

velopment profects,” the spokes-
man edded. The stocks wil e

(FAQH,
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Muslim' world’s
concern over
Burmese DPs

TALAMABAD, Juns 3 The Assis-
tant Secretary Geteral of the
Islamic ™ PBecretariat | Mr Qasim
Zebrl.  who. called on Preshlent
Zisur-Rabman =t Bonge Bhawan,

ay, has  said--the- entire

Muslim world is deeply converned
by the refugess problem. crested

by the sclion of the PBormese
CrovernMant.
Mr Zehrl Is leading a delega

ton from the 1Slamle conferenca

te make an ob the spot  assess

ment of the problem,

He stressed the oerd for o
mediate solution of Lthe problem
#a that the Burmess Muslims
can retwrn bo their homes (0
Berima.

He mssused the President that
the Islamic Secretariat —and jts
members Wil do everything pos
ditla ta  mssist Bangladesh o
foce this erisis

Mr Zoitrl was coniident that
wilh the spirit of |slemic salidarl-
iy, Muslims threughout the world
will stafd by Bongladesh.

President Zia  expressed his
appreciation . that such o high
level delegation wisited Bangla-
desh b0 maks om ths apot
essassment of the problem.—FF1
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MUSLIMS [N BURMA

Operation
Dragon King

LAST MARCH the World
Muslim Congress in Kacachl
sent a telegram to UN
Secretary General Kurt
Waldheira calling attention to
‘the genoeidal extermination
of Muslim citizens of Burma
residing in Arakan province'.
It spoke of the ‘continuous
destruction of Musbirn life and
l:ro‘perl,j" in an area where
Muslims have been living for
almost 1,000 years and where
they form the majority. 1t
also said that the exlermina-
tion of Muslims by Burmese
governmental and non-
governmenial agencies has
recently become more
‘ruthless’.

This, it has now become
ehillinfly elear, is no ex-
aggeration. The situation in
Arakan is now being describ-
ed as ‘ope of the world's great
unreparted tragedies” (Son-
day g'umsa. 14 May¥) in which
gsome 150,000 Burmese
Muslims have been foreed to
flee their homes in Burma and
seek reﬂhie in neighbouring

ladesh. The problem has

reached such proportions as *

b be a source of renewed Len-
sion beiween the authorities
in Dacca and Rangoon.

The immediate cause of the

continuing tragedy is said tn

be the census of the whole
population which the Burmese
government ordered earlier
this year. On 7 May 1978
Rangeon radio admitted that
the Burmese riment of
Inumigration a Manpower
under the Minislcy of Home
and Heligious Allairs was
‘determined to carry oul Pro-
iwl Naga Min (Dragon King)
or classifying cilizens and
non-citizens bul was experien-
cing problems in the Arakan
Stale in examining people in-
dividually., The problems il

said concerned illegal Bengali
immigrants inle Burma. Ii
was these who wera fleein
from the immigration chec
while some unscrupulous ones
among tham had committed
acts of intimidalion, arsen
and theft and even ambushed
Burmese hmmigralion of-
fieials.

The official Burmese ae-
count hardly lils in with he
testimony ol journalists and
the accounts given by
evacuees as they siruggle into
steadily overflowing and in-
3"“‘:‘:;;"% ich have
M"‘-‘”'“ il gladesh to

AR eye-wilnes
tels of th refugees s they
straggle in ng babies in

-1...—;-?.—:;;_'-
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slings. bedrolls wnder their
arms. Some carry their
parents, too ill or 0 old Lo
walk, on theic back: Women
heg strangers to listen while
they tell of husbands and
brothers shot dead, houses
looled and burned, mothers
amd  daughters raped while
their families were forced Lo
walch'. The Muslim World
Congress had also spoken in
March about the brutal viola-
tion of Muslim women, the
matilatbon of chitdren and the
violent killing of men in
Arakan, Twoe French jour-
nalisis who witnessed the
scenes portraved in the cover
picture say Lhat “over a
million Burmese Muslims are
in danger of being exter-
minated’. They report that 100

fe were killed in one inci-
m. There seems (o be no
doobt that the Burmese
authorities are carrying o1t «
deliberale campaign of op-
pression and persecution
apainat the Muslims of
Arakan,

That the problem iz not one
of illegal Bangladeshi
nationals in Burma s evidenc-
e by the fact that it has been
simmering for some thirty
vears now but has worse
considerably since 1962 when
the milita q‘:vemmnm of
General Ne Win assumed
power in Burma through a
coup détat. In fact, since 1962
the overall situation of
Muslims in Burma has
worsened,

There are about three
million Muslims In Burma,
nearly ten per cent of the tatdl

population. They form the se-
cond largest religions com-
munity in the p minantly
Buwddhist country. The first
constitation of independent
Burma had a clause recogniz-
ing the special place of
Huddhism, and another clause
which recognized Islam,
Christiamity and some other
religions professed by citizens
of the country.

Muslims live all over the
country, ‘There are Muslims
in every lown. There are
groups of Muslims or Muslim-
majority villages in Shweba,
Elyanka Kyaukse, Pyinmana,
Moulmein and Moulmeingyun
areas. The largest concentra-
tion of Muslims is in the
province of Arakan where
they form the majorily, Here
the people call themselves
Rohingyas. Their number is
more han 500,000 although
higher figures have been
claimed al tmes, They are a
settled population and have
lived Lhere for more than
) years, preserving their
language and colture. Apart
{rom Hohingyas, Burmese
Muslims can rﬂushlﬁadivid-
ed into Lwo groups: thoze of
[ndo-Pakisian origin who
have retaned some 3 with
the subeontinent and those
who are Burmans or hawve
become Burmanized and
whose language is Burmese,
There is alss a small number
of Chinese Muslims or their
descendants,

For a long lme now the

Rohingyas have been sub-
i ot of pressure.
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Government is taking action
against an incipient Arakan
secessionist movement. Il
there iz an incipient
secessionist movement, the
wave of persecution, Killings.
torture and expulsions is cer-
tainly a draconian way to deal
with it This is especially so
since other provinces of
Burma in which the Shan,
Karen and Kachin people
predominate have been given
provincial aulonomy and are
well settled. The Muslim pop-
ulation of Arakan can also be
‘treated at par with them so
that they may live as
honourable citlzens of Burma
which thev claim to be and
which they are,

Instead .an allernative is
being proposed which could
bring prolonged instabilit

and sulfering in the area. Of-
ficials in Hangiadesh have
been reported as saying

ominously: ‘If the Burmese
wan'l take these people back,
the best way for us lo cope
with the problem will be to
arm the refugees and help
them to form a liberation
front’

Such an eventuality could
spell greater troubis for
!'.?us]in‘ls in the whole of
Burma from the military
socialist government.
Muslims have noted that the
Burmese as a whole are a
friendly, polite and penerous
people. Excepl for once
sericis riot which took place

in 1836 and the continuing
repression in Arakan,
Muslims have lived in peace
claze to the Burmese
Buddhist localities and

._'-'--;_:f%_.._*-',.\:-'a- w iR = L e B

villages., The Muslims, it has
also been noted, have fully
participated in national ac-
tivities including the struggle
for independence and have
always been loyal to the coun-
try. The Burmese Govern-
ment would do well to heed
the numergus calls from all
over the world to rehabilitate
the refugees and put an end to
the atrocities, o
® HBangladesh protesi.
Bangladesh has lodged a
sirong protest with the
Burmese Government against
the ‘repression and forcible
expulgion of Burmese
nationals belon to a par-
ticalar ethnic a religious
rinarity’, Bangladesh called
upon Burma lo desisi from
measures responsible for the
exodus of Burmese nationals
into Bangladesh in the in-
terest good  nelghbourly
re.ations and the maintenance

of peace on the border. [t

urged Burma to take urgent

and appropriale measiices for

Lhe imn:&ate repatriation of

the Burmese nationals to their

komes. The note pointed out
that while Bangladesh is al-

t':-:'.“::.i. to provide the basic

neds relugees solely on
huamanitarian grounds, the
burden of providing shelter
and food to over a hundred
thousand reflugees have
placed an extremely severe
econamic slrain  on
Bangladesh.

The Foreign Affairs advisor
Prof. Muhammad Sham:u!
Hag in a cable to UN
Secretary General has asked
for all possible assistance o
solve the alarming problem. -

B e
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BURMA.

Political background

_Burma was an independent
kingdom. or a number of
kingdoms over the centuries
it was one ki m in the 10th
century, with local chieftains
In some areas, who owed
allegiance 1o the king.

e British occupied it in
three sta g in 1 26, 1852
and 1685, They iook the
coaslal areas of Arakan and
Tenasserim first, followed
Lower Burma, and [finally
Upper Burma, when thev ne-
cupied the then capital, Man-
dalay, and took the king,
Thibaw, a prisoner,

The large bulk of the pop-
ulation is ethnically Burmese.
It has bevn suggested that
centuries ago, they came
fromn Turkestan, one branch
aing to Tibel and the other to

urma, Linguistically, =y
frerts =ay, &TE dre some
similarities between Tibetan
and Burmese languages, The
peuple on the Arakan coast 1o
the west and the Tenasserinn
couast in the south sprak
Burmese. but with accents of
their own

All along the land borders,
there are small racial

minorities — Chins on the
north west — they are akin to
Lushais of India; small
numhers of Nagax: Kachins
iwhi eall themselves
Jingpawsh in the north —
there are Jingpaws in China
also; Shans in the porth east
and east -~ they gre akin o

Thaiz and their two langug
are v:?f similar; Kayﬁs‘ﬁ
the : Mons to the sauth-
east and Karens who have
some concentration to the
east, bul are scattersd all
Traditio ly,
raditionally, feelings
belween the inrrns agd
Burmese have been sirained,
Shortly after independence.
the Karens and Mons staried
rebellions, Alter a few years a
Karen State was conceded
and a Mon State assured, but
these steps did not help lo end
the rebellions, A falr ropor-
tion of the Karena, Hl'llmal.hi‘
al between M to 30% are
Christians, mostly Baplist, |
Fiom the hﬁglnnln of in-
dependence a Kachin State, a
Shan Siate and a Kayah Stae
were established. These
states had 2 measure pf
autonamy in regard to health
education, and local ad.
ministration. Al their gwq
request the Chin gres wasg
made into a Special Divisign
bul later became a State, The
::.;?u-; i?m:lﬂlth-:-llr State Coun-
cils, Head ol 54
M:ﬁ'w‘”' : ate and
Ithin a few Ars after in-
dependeace, rebellign spread
f;:ur Hﬂﬁl‘u ssh" A dind
Chin State. oo nd.evia
the Second World
War, l'rlfln the Japanese had
occupled Burms  an un-
derground 4pn¢i.Fascist

e T
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. _shich coincided with the
' "Allied re-entry into Burma,

League was started Com-
munists were in il and pla
a leading role. Laler this
became the Anti-Fascist™
Pn:%lr‘a Freedom League «
{AFPFL). -
BE’th: late 1930s and t:i:tﬂy
1 . 30me young, pa I
Burmans juinad"ﬁ;ﬂblr to
form a nationalist organiza-
tion, vaguely socialist, called
Do Bama Asiayone (We Bur-
mans Asseciation]. They call-
¢d themselves Thakina
iMasters), the word then
usually applied to the Brilish
These young patriots added
the word Thakin as a pre-fix
to their names e.g. Aung San
(later General Aung San, and
father of the independence
movement) became Thakin
AunF San; U Nu {later Prime
Minister) became Thakin Nu.
The Thakins were later to
split into some three groups.
In 1940, Aung San was
uled to go to China Lo seek
help to fight the British and
secure  independence. The
Japanese intercepled him and
Eersuaded him to take their
clp. Aung San returned to
Burma in disguise, collected
29 other young men. They
received military lraining
{rom the Japanese and return-
ed to Burma as the spearhead
of the Burma In [
Army. Ne Win (later General
Me Win and now President Ne
Win) was one of Lthe group.
Within a few months of
working with the Japaness
and seeing Japanese
behaviour as rulers, the
Thakins became disillusioned.

They had to lie low, but quiet-

Iy organized an uprising,

By then, the AFPFL was a
powerful organization with
Aung San, only its Presi-
dent, but undisputed leader.
He was a man of flawless
character, absolutely honest
and selfless. With the m

ndence,

ommunists became
vociferous. They called
negotiated independence a
*sham'' and insisted on
armed 8 Differences
w and Aung San threw the
Er:mmunisu out of the
AFPFL in late 148, Aung San
with the ‘ﬁga“"‘“fmﬁ“l’ e
with L n'
within one vear'. Aung
San-Attlee agreement was
il agreeing to the grant
of independence within a
racial minorities

Constituent Assembly was
elected and the drafting of the
Constitution started. All the
basie princi were settled
and a good of the dralting
was done I;E'.mid-.lul:,r.

On the 18th July, a of
armed men forced entry 1nlo
the Cabinel Room, A San
and six Ministers, including
an elder brother of Aung San,
# Shan Chieftain and a Bur-
man Muslim, U HRazak were
killed, The plan inciuded the
murder of U MNu, then
Speaker, but he was not in his
roam

The murderers were traced
and arrested the same after-
noan, They had besn backed
by an ex-Premier, U Saw, who
had accompanied Aung San 1o
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of tarnent iry

"‘.‘t + Ne Win an‘tl'nm!ﬂt u{!

| hany wnalized ali’ |
e=parls, almost ;1 smu
aie] banks {including foreign
nanks), Fxcept in the ca:z2 of
banks nd perh:p: some
Pritish companies, no com-
pensation has r.cen paid,
although it was pro
3¢hﬁ013 have betn namﬂm—

The ecmr'-'?;

Slutl.:il!d Thet l‘:tl.]nleg;l
trading, Government does not
have %a:e.m erchange for
spara part., or adequate

usnses Jf raw materials.

n-un Jn I8 general.

v z;tu.g:'n of 1976, Mr
‘tha:mara President of (he
Warld Bank visited Burma.
Hopes were raised that rier.

would be a change of mc
pnllnr The Party L

in February 1977
Prime inister !U Eﬂn
Wim), the Deput F‘rlml

Minister, U Lwin
oihers were thrown out on ue
that they were not
ollowing the Pan line. i
Paolitically. & Vin, the

President i |s Eurrnlv in power,
te the ecopomic mess
dissatislaclion The

rtgkme is not popular, but

there is no organized opposi- .

tion. Ex-General 3an Yu, who -

was rded as a soldier and
non-palitical, has stea:t:ll
moved left. He is
secretary of the Par'y uld is
next to Ne Win in power and
influence.

———
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f' “In’ Blfﬂna recently ie. m-a,l*ehru.n} 1978, in lhn a
7 A%akan 'nnsmn of Buifhi mass. killing of Mustims &‘q
* was und Bu¥mese political. mmm:ssurs ‘aided
by milit frm wiren most dm.} and grugsome
deeds l:ommltl.ed and heinous and ruthless mury
flﬂs took place, especially in Buthidaung and Maunw .
:.:hw townships. Nearly one hundred thousand Arak
Muslims-were cither killed in cold blooded murder o«
were pushed into the ses on way to Bangladesh for
,temporary refugee on the plea that they are not th
o' indigenous children of the Burmese racial stock. evis.
though the Arakancse Muslims are there for hundreds, -
of years: the bones of their g grand-patents are
_ buried there, IT they are not the nationals of Burma who
_felse are? For the last few years their lives, honour and
* propepty—including their Musajid and madrasahs—
rml'llil‘ig is safe. Will the leaders of the Islamic Con- |
.ﬁ.m do something on their own or through th? '
"s UN. 10 save the hall milliop Muslims of Arakan figr
* the occasional genocidal trdmors. We are not Apeil® 4

of the rest 2.5 million Muslims in other partszf Bufh pal
who are more or less O.K.. except fo: the Tuet thoge
even they are dlso not allowed to go either for l!n_ali

: E’ﬁr higher Islamic studies or get Islamic books,




