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» Beginning of 20th C. - first News Paper in Ethiopian script and Language lf =l :
» By the elites and to the elites - illiteracy § W N
+ Other languages predate } } 5
» The 1935 Occupation § 3 I‘ f
« Arm of propaganda by Italians — radio and News Papers- against the l i\m §
liberation movements D— ¢
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« Liberation forces
* using newspapers Bandirachin- as a counter propaganda

* Destroying the radio infrastructure
»  After liberation

* Press products some still in circulation
* The ENA- wire service -1943
» Radio resumed
* TV with OAU- 1963 ¢y
.B Institutionalised control and monitoring of the media via Press & Information #
ureau
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% The Military (1974-1991)
» Enjoyed freedom at the beginning
« Citizens freely expressing opinion via media and among themselves
* 1975 decree
* Press related activities to be by the government
* Nationalized all including postal and telecom businesses
« All media outlets under the Press Division of the MOI
« Government’s organ
+ Expulsion of former journalists
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EPRDF Pseudo-plural (1 991 '201 8)

A plan of nation building based on ethnic identity- 9 regions + 2- the nation has over 80

« their own constitution, police force, choose own working language, full rights to self-
determination including the right to secede from the federation
« devolving of state power to newly designed regions along ethno-linguistic lines but
not that significant when it comes to the media until recently
« For the first time in 1992 adopted a media law that officially banned censorship in the
country- media space opening

+ took steeps of firing most of the journalists from the preceding regime and employed
new ones

* Founders of the private press

+ 270 newspapers and 121 magazines in circulation during the first two years of
the transition (1991-1993)
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EPRDF Pseudo-plural (1 991 '201 8)

« The relation between the private media and the government antagonistic for the whole
period of EPRDF’s leadership

» Government using the press law to threaten journalists
» 2005 Elections
+ Another wave of media freedom & vibrance
+ Cut short after controversial election results
+ Crackdown on journalists- prison and fleeing

* Anti-terrorism law -
* Private involvement only for print

* 13 years after — Radio- 2006
* 23 years after Television- 2016
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EPRDF Pseudo-plural (1 991 '201 8)

* Regional state owned media houses
* Under the guidance of the center
* Using TV infrastructure from the center since 2005
+ Eventually started to own studio and transmission
+ Emulating the federal media institutions — content & structure
* Running & circulation of private papers (never)
Introduction of the internet

+ 2000 provision to individuals
+ Stringent control- monopoly
* laws — Anti-terrorism law
» Fleeing Journalists + audience to the outside
+ 163 until 2016
+ VOA, DW and diaspora media outlets via net
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X The Incumbent - post 2018

PAARTH lADNAAD«INAA
il
PROSPERIIY PARYY

* Liberalization of media
* Freeing of journalists

* Diaspora media moved in
— as is the case with
dissidents

* New media outlets in all
sectors

* Audiences repatriation
« Ethnic based media
» Polarization along ethnic lines
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X7 The Incumbent - post 2018

PAARTH BADHAADHENAA
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PROSPERITY PARTY

« The media predominantly is ethnic affiliated though the degree of manifestation varies :

* Ethnicized openly - ~ '
* Private / group AR 0800 4R 44AL o Pt
« Pan-Ethiopian [ tiosr @ 1 AB SES*
* private/group u-; auic 0.0 =80C
e@ﬁbieII:i—“aw
* Federal government ~aEm=agA
* Public?

* Regional Government
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* Media policy given priority- august 2020- ‘ensure
national policy and values’
» But the hate speech & Disinformation law came
out fast
« Media law reform has been lagging behind — in
February parliament approved the new media law
+ Decriminalization of defamation
* Access to information (ATI) law still not on table
* Anti-terror law revised > :
 ‘encouraging terrorism’ ‘incitement’ - - = 0
&ii ViA s LIS =
OEEN] CEEOY - DY T Y T = N



&l

The Post-2018- what is New?

M Ethiopia
M ==
-

Post-2018- what is perpetuating?

* Federal state media outlets still under
the state/party

» Monopoly of telecom- sole provider of
internet

* Internet shutdowns- Access Now 2019
report among the top six worst internet
shutdown offenders

* Incidents of attack and detention of
journalists

« budding of exile journalism- ethnicity

* So, a repeat of transition period
media freedom trends?

Ethiopia

i) -

Journalists attacked in Ethiopia since 1992
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Ethnification of media at home and abroad

Flourishing of ethnic-based media at the beginning

» Declaration of media’s stand/affiliation -
+ Is vanishing/dwindling of ethnic-based media outlets *— eies
+ a self-withdrawal or . '
* adismissal?

» How is the position of the regional media outlets?
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Host of influences into the Ethiopian Media system

Government agenda

Liberalization of Media Nationalism and Censorship and Control
Market Ethiopianism Demand

2 ZAN £ A 7 3 o

Ongoing demand for social change
\ 4 4 I N & &

Ethnicization and

Lack of legal framework Fraanentation Social Media Local Media Agenda Democracy Journalistic autonomy

Global Media Agenda Security Government intrusion

Local agenda
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Situating in a established model? Does it work?
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Studying current media trends/systems : A proposition

Comparing
Media
Systems
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Low level- readership elite & urban

— Development of media markets
— Political Parallelism —
Y ians,
acti sinesses
— Professionalization
Associations meant to protect integrity of

members and the profession- rather ethnic
integrity

Less diversity in the print sector. Better
diversity in the electronic

Nominal liberalization as it didn't reduce

state intervention

Amendment of media law took long
resulting in the abuse of journalists

The law prohibits ownership by political
and religious organizations

The ruling party technically owns media

— Cases of media Opposition parties’
iation

affili




Studying current media trends/systems : A proposition

Mainly demographic

Individual Level
features

Unstated in-house rules
Routine Level v/s professional ethics
& standards

Owners & editors ,
organizational goals v/s
journalists” freedom to

report

Theoretical Model Two Organizational Level

Political parallelism,
influence from political
and economic circles
including the state

Extra-media Level

Media in emerging
Social System Level democracies suffer
from clientelism
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Does transitional Journalism explain the current Ethiopian media ?

We have here (UiA) authorities in the study of transitional journalism. The study is more
pertinent when

« It refers to journalism that looks through the lenses of transitional justice
« Investigating the role of journalism in post-conflict or transitional environment

One of their studies found out that journalists attach higher value to promoting tolerance
and cultural diversity

The two issues missing in the Ethiopian situation
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Concluding Notes

Relevance/inapplicability of frameworks in non-western settings a given reality. The need

to cautiously look into the

Political changes have strong impact on the media system as a result of the historical
legacy of the media as a loyal servant to succeeding states

The latest political reform
» Arepeat of transition period media freedom trends?

« We are in a transition where we see an unprecedented birth, expansion, demise and
migration of local media owing to complex opportunities and challenges

* Why only the media is migrating so far?
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