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“Ti sed og skikk forandres meget, alt som tiderne lider og
menneskenes tro forandres, og de tenker annerledes om mange ting. 
Men menneskenes hjerter forandres aldeles intet i alle dager.”

"Though habits and customs change much, as the times 
pass and the beliefs of  humans change, and they think 
differently about many things. But the hearts of  humans 
do not change at all in all the days."

Nobelprisvinner i litteratur, Sigrid Undset  (1915)



What kind of 
bildung do we 
need in a 
different world?

Learn from the history

Learn about history

Learn to reflect

Learn to be critical 

Learn to understand

Bildung is something timeless…



What do the people need, and 
what do the society need from 
us?

«Folket behøver dannelse»
«The people needs bildung» 

(N.F.S. Grundtvig)

So simple, so complicated …



Enlightenment is man's liberation from 
self-self-inflicted incompetence. 
Enlightenment requires nothing but 
freedom, the freedom that means that 
one can make public use of one's reason 
in all contexts. For it is every man's call to 
think for himself...

Immanuel Kant (1724 – 1804)



Bildung …
« … the aim of education is to make people fluorish and 
become empovered and less fearful. This is also the 
meaning of the concept of bildung (bildning s.) which 
includes not only education and training prosesses, 
targeted e.g. for a degree, but in particular the idea of the 
individual’s continuous change and growth (formation 
and transformation) in interaction with others. Knowledge 
is seen as a value in itself …»

(Petros Gougoulakis/John Dewey)



KNOWLEDGE

SKILLS

BILDUNG



My story …



The story of Ulrik Green …



A «narrow» story of Scandinavian bildung

• 1764 Ulric Green holdt foredrag for håndverkere i København
• 1838 Henrik Wergeland stifter «Kaal- og Rotselskabet»
• 1844 Grundtvig starter Rødding Højskole i Danmark
• 1848 Marcus Thrane starter arbeiderforeninger i Norge
• 1864 Studentersamfundets Fri Undervisning (Folkeuniversitetet)

Sagatun Folkehøgskole ved Hamar
Oslo Arbeidersamfund 

• 1902 Oscar Olsson – studiecirkelen
• 1912 Rickard Sandler stifter Arbetarnas Bildningsförbund (AB) 
• 1968 Olof Palme åpner Nordens Folkliga Akademi i Kungälv …
• 2025 …..





The teacher: Come here to me, my 
boy. I will teach you how to be wise.
The boy: What does it mean to be 
wise?
The teacher: It is everything that is 
nessesary to correctly understand, 
to do and to speak.
The boy: Who shall teach me this?
The teacher: I will, with the help of 
God.
The boy: How?
The teacher: I will lead you through 
everything, I will show you 
everything, I will name everything for 
you.
The boy: Look! Here I am! Lead me in 
the name of God …



Wisdom

Knowledge

Information

Data





«Learning: The 
treasure within»

Learning to know

Learning to do

Learning to be

Learning to live together

(Jacues Delors, 1996)



Vi må styrke borgernes demokratiske motstandskraft
«Det er nemlig ikke nok å forsvare Danmarks fysiske grenser, 
hvis vi ikke samtidig forsvarer det som gjør oss til et sterkt og 
fritt samfunn: vår demokratiske kultur, våre felles verdier og vår 
evnet til å læse konflikter gjennom dialog.»

“It is not enough to defend Denmark's physical borders if we 
do not at the same time defend what makes us a strong and 
free society: our democratic culture, our common values and 
our ability to solve conflicts through dialogue.”

Per   Paludan Hansen, Dansk Folkeoplysnings Samråd





Mette Bildung when the 
planet is fundamentally 

changing

• What kind of bildung do we need in a very different world? 
• What do people need and what does society need from 

us? 
• Is more science the way to go or might there be an extra 

path?

SIKKERHET

ARBEIDSPLASSER, 
VEKST OG 
KONKURRANSEEVNE

GRØNN, BILLIG ENERGIMIGRASJON

SOSIAL BALANSE 
OG VELFERD

Mette Fredriksens Pentagon (Weekendavisen, 28.02.2025)



“Ti sed og skikk forandres meget, alt som tiderne lider og
menneskenes tro forandres, og de tenker annerledes om mange ting. 
Men menneskenes hjerter forandres aldeles intet i alle dager.”

"Though habits and customs change much, as the times 
pass and the beliefs of  humans change, and they think 
differently about many things. But the hearts of  humans 
do not change at all in all the days."

Nobelprisvinner i litteratur, Sigrid Undset  (1915)



Before – and now?
«Bonden må ikke bli opplyst; Hvis han gjør det, gjør 
han opprør. Hva ville skje hvis bonden begynte å lese 
farlige bøker? Kanskje han en dag ville komme og 
kreve sin del av statsstyret?»

"The farmer must not be enlightened; If he does, he 
rebels. What would happen if the farmer started 
reading dangerous books? Maybe one day he would 
come and claim his share of the government?”

(Hertug Fredrik Kristian av Augustenborg, Danmark 1770)



The reflection is the 
interface between the 
past and the present 

And the future …?
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