
 

Grassroots innovations Assembly for Agroecology (GIAA) 
This Charter is the most advanced version of a continuous work. 
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The Charter is meant to be the common ground of the GIAA. It is the identity of the Assembly 
and the basis from where it is developing. It is important that GIAA local networks and 
organizations state that they share common vision and values, in order to have share knowledge, 
build collaboration and develop future steps together. 
 
We are also in the process of developing internal governance rules. Schola Campesina is actually 
hosting the secretariat and taking a role facilitation in GIAA (2023-2026). 
 

Charter 
 

Who are we?      
 
We are an Assembly of grassroots organizations and networks, rooted in agroecology1, 
worldwide working to strengthen, defend and share food producers’ knowledge, tools and 
innovations. We believe in and value grassroots actors’ capacity to develop tools, machines, 
digital technologies and all kinds of innovations that address their needs and increase their 
autonomy in producing, processing and marketing food in their territories. Grassroots 
innovations are happening in very different ways across our diverse territories worldwide.  
 
This Assembly aims at sharing our innovations and our social processes.  We also aim           
at valuing and defending food producers' inventiveness as a solution for advancing agroecology 
as well as making our field work visible internationally. GIAA is a space of sharing, where 
grassroots innovations networks worldwide - who are already demonstrating a farmer-led future 
for agricultural technology – can connect and build a grassroots perspective on innovations.  
 

  
 

1 We recognize ourselves in the Nyéléni Declaration on Agroecology (2015), acknowledging the important role of 
other definitions: the FAO 10 elements of Agroecology and the 13 principles of the HLPE 



What do we defend? 
 
Drawing from a foundation of food sovereignty2, agroecology and the rights of people to define 
their food systems, GIAA Assembly defends the following elements: 
 

● Agricultural knowledge and food production technologies are powerful 
components of the resilience, autonomy and sovereignty of small-scale food 
producers and land stewards globally  

● Common, multigenerational agricultural knowledge and food production 
technologies and innovations are hold by the communities worldwide and cannot 
be kept for commercial use 

● Smallholders’ farmers, agriculture workers and other food producers are at the 
center of our innovation processes.  This Assembly is greeting smallholders’ 
experiences and capacity to innovate, to develop techniques, to recover ancient 
skills and practices, to repair and adapt techniques, to develop and share 
knowledge, to     cooperate     .  

● Smallholders’ knowledge, experiences and capacities are meant to be reinforced 
through the cooperation with allies sharing the same values (academia, NGO’s, 
activists, engineers …). The process of knowledge sharing is happening on an equal 
footing and the absence of hierarchy. 

● Women’s important role in innovations for Agroecology has to be recognized 
and      valued. Women’s voice in the field of technologies and innovations are 
often unheard. Women play a central role in nutritious local food systems 
worldwide, they are the daily and silent engineers of agroecology.  

● Society transformation and conscious fight against power imbalance are a major 
element of the Assembly. Facilitation efforts are made to make visible, recognize 
and overcome power imbalance within the Assembly participating organizations 
due to language barrier, under-representativity of some sub-regions, etc. 

● Agriculture is a shared multigenerational human endeavor, and the primary way 
in which we as humans define, interact and influence our environment both 
positively and negatively during our limited lifetimes.  Although our contributions 
to science, ideas and information and inspiration are limited to our single 
generation, we benefit from the knowledge of thousands of generations before 
us, and we have a duty to share our knowledge with those who come after us.  
Innovation must be regenerated and stewarded as a renewable resource  

How do we approach Agroecological Knowledge? 

This assembly is organized around the purpose of Agroecological knowledge and innovations as a 
commons, a shared resource upholding      two main principles from which all else flows:   

1. Contributing, stewarding and governing ubiquitous access to the best possible 
agricultural knowledge to enable anyone anywhere to improve the agroecology of 
their region and participate in improving the agroecological knowledge of future 
generations. Agricultural knowledge is cumulative and multigenerational and 

 
2 Nyéléni Déclaration on Food Sovereignty (2007) 



everyone everywhere should have access to the best possible agricultural ideas, 
information and Inspiration to benefit their community and environment AND 
contribute to continual improvement of the agricultural knowledge of future 
generations.       

2. Recognizing that food and data sovereignty rights of individuals and communities 
are inalienable and all knowledge accumulated by the commonwealth must be 
through voluntary consent, without coercion, and with the agency of individuals 
and their choice of attribution.   

These two principles are interpreted into community documents, oaths of care, and are manifest 
through organizations chartered under these principles.  Organizations organized under this 
charter may translate these principles into their areas of action. It is understood that the above 
statement forms the basis of an Agroecological Knowledge Commons under which this assembly 
is chartered.  

 
What are Agroecology innovations for GIAA? 

Our innovations grow from ancestral knowledge. Innovation does not have to be new, it may be 
something which worked and was forgotten or erased. What is common in one place, or at one 
time, is an innovation in another context. 
 
Our innovations solve real problems. An innovation starts with users’ needs, often the need to 
adapt to a changing environment.      
 
Our innovations come from the grassroots and are tested in the grassroots. They are local 
solutions to local problems that rely on the resources we have at our disposal and the 
generational knowledge of agroecological farmers. 
 
Our innovations encompass the complexity of agroecology, including the social, political and 
ecological dimensions. Our innovations address ecosystem health and the wellbeing of our 
communities, not only food production. Our innovations may be mechanical, technological, or 
social; they may be a method rather than an object or artifact. We may innovate the innovation 
process itself.    
 
Community governance and feedback systems determine the success of our innovations and 
make sure they do not create new problems. We recognize that governance requires increasing 
our communities’ capacity to critically discuss technology.   
 
 
  

 


