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What is dm+d

• A dictionary of descriptions and codes which represent medicines and devices in 

use across the NHS

• The recognised NHS standard (SCCI0052) for uniquely identifying medicines and 

medical devices used in patient care

• Owned by The Department of Health and Social Care and co-managed between 

NHS England and the NHS Business Services Authority

• dm+d gives clinical IT systems a single shared language of medicines which makes 

exchanging information between systems easier, safer and more accurate
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dm+d in a nutshell

dm+d IS:

Text: standardised UNIQUE description for each entry    

      The human readable bit

Code: SNOMED CT                      The computer readable bit

 e.g. Paracetamol 500mg tablets  42109611000001109

dm+d does NOT provide:

• Application functionality

• Decision support functionality
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dm+d data model
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Full dm+d model
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dm+d concepts
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National requirements for dm+d

• All NHS healthcare providers in England that exchange or share information about 

medicines relating directly to a patient's care must use dm+d identifiers and 

descriptions when transferring information

• dm+d is a national information standard and therefore a contractual requirement: 

dm+d Information Standards Notice (SCCI0052)

• dm+d must also be used in DAPB4013: Medicine and Allergy/Intolerance Data 

Transfer which sets out definitions to be used when a health professional sends or 

receives patient medication and allergy/intolerance information, by computer system, 

between care locations
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Where is dm+d used

Wherever there is a need to record and communicate information electronically 

about medicines relating to patient care then dm+d must be used
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dm+d is essential for supporting 

NHS patient care 

Exchanging medication 

information across care 

settings, supporting safe 

transitions of care

Creating a consolidated 

patient medication record

EPS - enabling accurate 

prescribing, dispensing 

and reimbursement

Used in Clinical Decision 

Support software

Supporting healthcare 

professionals make 

evidence-based decisions

Supports 

Pharmacovigilance 

activities

Supports better reporting 

and analysis of 

medicines data for 

research and planning

Enables accurate patient 

records and reduces manual 

transcription, increasing 

patient safety

dm+d holds GTINs 

Scanning barcodes of medications encoded with a GTIN is used to support clinical traceability along the patient 

pathway. Point-of-care scanning is being used to deliver safer patient care. 
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The vital role of pharmaceutical 

suppliers

• dm+d holds product information for over 700 medicinal product suppliers and 

wholesalers

• dm+d is the only way for your products: 

– to appear on clinical systems in primary and secondary care

– to be prescribed and dispensed to NHS patients

It is vital pharmaceutical companies maintain up-to-date and accurate information 
for their products within dm+d
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Your dm+d product portfolio

• Update via:

– NHSBSA Medicines Data Team

– emc med data (dm+d)

• New products, new packs, updates to existing products and price changes

• Suppliers must complete all governance

Pharmaceutical companies are responsible for notifying the NHSBSA 
of new products or changes to existing products.

‘Manage your dm+d product portfolio’ preview
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https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/information-standards-and-data-collections-including-extractions/publications-and-notifications/standards-and-collections/scci0052-dictionary-of-medicines-and-devices-dm-d
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/information-standards-and-data-collections-including-extractions/publications-and-notifications/standards-and-collections/dapb4013-medicine-and-allergy-intolerance-data-transfer
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/information-standards-and-data-collections-including-extractions/publications-and-notifications/standards-and-collections/dapb4013-medicine-and-allergy-intolerance-data-transfer
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Coming soon: Manage your dm+d 

product portfolio

• A new, free to use, digital service from the NHSBSA

• Developed from your feedback

• User friendly, responsive interface

• Access to a full audit trail

• Direct link to the NHSBSA

• Support accurate medicinal product data reporting
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dm+d browser
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dm+d browser (nhsbsa.nhs.uk)
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dm+d browser (nhsbsa.nhs.uk)
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dm+d browser (nhsbsa.nhs.uk)
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dm+d browser (nhsbsa.nhs.uk)
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https://dmd-browser.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/
https://dmd-browser.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/
https://dmd-browser.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/
https://dmd-browser.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/
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dm+d browser (nhsbsa.nhs.uk)
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Pharmaceutical suppliers support the

NHS by maintaining the dm+d  

How pharmaceutical suppliers can support the NHS by maintaining the dm+d (youtube.com)
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Resources

dm+d animations
Explaining why dm+d is important: https://bit.ly/2YLDx27 

dm+d talking heads
Different perspectives on why dm+d is important: https://bit.ly/2YLDx27  

dictionary of medicines and devices (dm+d) - NHS England Digital

Dictionary of medicines and devices (dm+d) | NHSBSA

Manufacturers and suppliers | NHSBSA
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How would you rate your understanding of dm+d?

Is there anything else you would like to know?

Email any specific questions to us at;

cassandra.brady@nhsbsa.nhs.uk

paul.wright39@nhs.net

More information
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Contact us

Queries about the data or Editorial Policy: dmdenquiries@nhsbsa.nhs.uk

Queries about a product portfolio: pippa@nhsbsa.nhs.uk

For support, implementation and technical queries about the dm+d XML files, TRUD or 

NHS England Terminology Server: information.standards@nhs.net

Any questions?

www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk

@NHSBSA

NHS Business Services Authority
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https://dmd-browser.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDTwrcTk0yg
https://bit.ly/2YLDx27
https://bit.ly/2YLDx27
https://digital.nhs.uk/services/terminology-and-classifications/dm-d
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/pharmacies-gp-practices-and-appliance-contractors/dictionary-medicines-and-devices-dmd
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/manufacturers-and-suppliers
mailto:dmdenquiries@nhsbsa.nhs.uk
mailto:pippa@nhsbsa.nhs.uk
mailto:information.standards@nhs.net
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