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Alliance of business and science backs 
 renewable fuels for trucks in joint declaration

Brussels, 6th February 2023

A broad European alliance of companies and associations from the transport and energy sectors has 
joined forces with renowned scientists to send an open letter to the EU Commission. In the letter, the 
signatories, including ECFD, call for the climate protection contribution of renewable fuels to be recog-
nized in the upcoming revision of CO2 fleet limits for heavy-duty vehicles. 

Defossilization of the fuel sector is an important prerequisite for achieving the ambitious climate tar-
gets of the European “Fit for 55” program, according to which 55 percent of CO2 emissions are to be 
saved in the EU by 2030. Matthias Plötzke, ECFD’s Secretary General: “Commercial vehicles ensure con-
tinuous logistics and thus reliable supplies for citizens and businesses. The more than 6 million trucks in 
Europe are in large majority equipped with combustion engines. Climate-friendly synthetic or biogenic 
fuels are therefore essential to reduce CO2 emissions from commercial vehicle fleets.”

Freight transport by road is a key economic pillar and a necessary requirement for the functioning of 
the EU internal market. ECFD therefore supports an open letter to the EU in which representatives 
along the entire economic value chain and important voices from the scientific community call on the 
European legislator to consider renewable fuels in the current revision of the CO2 fleet regulation for 
heavy-duty vehicles. Matthias Plötzke of ECFD: “For climate protection, every option must be made 
possible, while at the same time ensuring a secure supply of energy for freight transport. Alongside hy-
drogen and electrification efforts, climate-neutral fuels must be recognized in the upcoming CO2 fleet 
limit regulation.”
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ABOUT ECFD
ECFD is the voice of more than 10,000 distributors of liquid fuels in the EU member states, bringing their competence to 
the EU level. With an average share of 60 % of filling stations being family-owned members operate mainly independ-
ently from major energy companies. ECFD members maintain and secure a reliable supply of conventional fuels, biofuels, 
LPG and CNG to customers across Europe. In addition, ECFD is actively engaged in the low-carbon energy transition via 
renewable fuel for the mobility and heating sector. Our members supply sustainable conventional and advanced biofuels 
and are committed to the rapid market take-off of synthetic powerbased fuels in order to achieve the European climate 
protection targets. Our members own convenience retail outlets and motorway service areas and provide a range of high 
quality products and services to European consumers. They also manage and supply fuels used in non-road areas like 
agricultural machinery, shipping and public sector works. Modern heating and mobility with liquid fuels provides millions 
of European households with improved air quality, thanks to cleaner fuels with reduced sulphur content, higher energy 
savings, thanks to well-proven and mature technology, affordable solutions for vulnerable consumers, thanks to the low 
cost of upgrading to more energy efficient heating systems and alternative clean mobility solutions.


