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Herring Mackerel Blue whiting
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Scottish pelagic fishermen, respected providers of 
scientifically credible data that’s used to assess fish stocks, 

monitor changes in the pelagic ecosystem, and support 
management decisions.

Our vision
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https://youtu.be/N5pu9shmiJA
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Scottish Pelagic Industry-Science Data 
Collection Programme

Stats: Jun 18- Jan 2023

• 850+ trips

• 1,900+ hauls

• 223,000+ fish measured

Two elements: Self-sampling and co-sampling both 
delivering information for pelagic stock assessment

https://youtu.be/N5pu9shmiJA
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Comparisons with Scottish ‘DCF’ data

• Better coverage in time and space because every boat can be sampled.

• Richer data – every haul rather than every landing
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Fish growing faster but not reaching as big (little ones 
heavier, big ones not so heavy)

Measured L-W

Predicted 
mackerel 
weight

More work to do



Some wisdom from our 

experience so far

People dynamics matter a lot

Collaboration more successful when you have shared needs

Better, but more complex with active participation



TRUST

RESPECT

FEELING VALUED



Guidelines on Industry-

Science Data Collection

Need to satisfy 
(i) the value to individuals and the 

collective needs (ie. multiple ‘what’s 
in it for me’). Feeback – core design 
principle.

(ii) deliver the intended product 
(iii) implemented well – harmonious 

with and adding value to existing 
operational practices, with sufficient 
training/ development and in 
parallel with/ cognisant of 
developments in national and 
international institutional processes 
that determine whether data from 
industry programmes have the 
chance to be applied in stock 
assessments. 

https://www.fishingintothefuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/WP2-Data-Protocols-Guidance_FINAL-CLEAN.pdf
https://www.fishingintothefuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/WP2-Data-Protocols-Guidance_FINAL-CLEAN.pdf
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21 April 2023
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2023.1075345

https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2023.1075345
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A         note on Digitalisation and Scientific Data Collection
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