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Our understading of

Citizen Science

...for thematic policies

engaging Citizen Scientists 

at all stages of the policy 

cycle, to create a more 

robust evidence base

... for Open Science

opening science for public 

participation, to address 

social needs, enrich 

research data, etc.

… for Better Regulation

including citizens as 

stakeholders and being 

transparent about the use of 

their contributions in policy
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Citizen Science for

environmental monitoring
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Citizen Science for
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Citizen Science for

evidence-based policy making
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Scope
• Overview of the EU environmental citizen science landscape and 

practices

• Share good practices and lessons learnt in how CS & EU policies 

can support each other

• Highlight potential benefits and challenges

• Targeted recommendations and possible actions for exploiting the full 

potential of CS in environmental monitoring, for key actors:

 EU authorities

 Public authorities in EU Member States

 Researchers

 Citizen science communities

 Citizen science associations and networks4
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Several good practices…

Marine Litter Watch 

Collecting information about 
habitats, plants and animals 

underwater

Invasive Alien Species Europe app

…and other initiatives in the domains of waste, air and water 
quality, noise, floods…
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Cross-cutting benefits and challenges

Challenges

Long term resources needed

Resistance from public authorities 

(perceived low quality)

Identifying policy linkages and knowledge 

gaps

Feedback and acknowledgement

Data heterogeneity, scalability, integration, 

accessibility, licensing

Governance 

Sustaining engagement

Benefits

Improved knowledge base

Cost-effectiveness

Granularity (spatio-temporal)

Citizen empowerment

Network and partnership creation

Detection of emerging issues

More inclusive and open research
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1. Match-making between 

environment policy needs 

and citizen science activities  

3. Promote data quality and 

interoperability standards 

and share tools

2. Promote awareness, trust 

and recognition

4. Support coordination, 

collaboration and resources 

for policy impact

Recommendations in 4 areas 
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Thank you 
and keep in touch
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