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Course manual 2024

	
Pluralistic perspectives on sustainability, 7,5 credits



	General information
A doctoral course Pluralistic perspectives on sustainability (7.5 credits) will be given between April and October 2025 in a hybrid format at Södertörn University (Campus Flemingsberg), in collaboration with FEKIS (The Swedish Academy of Business and Management). The final session and examinaton will take place in connection to the FEKIS Annual Conference at Linnaeus University in Kalmar. The course is free of charge, but participants will need to cover their own costs for travelling to the two physical meetings.
The aim of the course is to broaden the knowledge base on the different aspects of sustainability, and inspire more pluralism in research within the discipline of Business and Management.
Svetlana Gross (svetlana.gross@hhs.se) has the main responsibility for coordinating the course, and Prof. Peter Dobers (peter.dobers@sh.se) is the examiner. Lina Lorentz (lina.lorentz@sh.se) is responsible for administrative issues. To express interest in applying to the course, please send a short (maximum 1 page) motivation letter to svetlana.gross@hhs.se no later than January 31, 2025. Notification of acceptance will be given by February 10, 2025.
Learning outcomes
After completing the course, the doctoral student is able to:
· demonstrate knowledge of different perspectives on sustainability presented in the course and how they relate to each other,
· demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and a critical understanding of a chosen theoretical perspective related to the doctoral student’s own work,
· orally and in writing identify and discuss the implications of the application of diverse theoretical perspectives on sustainability in relevant interdisciplinary research,
· apply a chosen perspective from a different discipline to the doctoral student’s own work,
· critically reflect on potential contradictions and synergies between the different theoretical perspectives and their application in the doctoral student’s own work,
· conduct in-depth reasoning about opportunities and limitations of applying alternative interdisciplinary theoretical perspectives in the doctoral students’ own research.
Course content
Topics related to the different aspects of sustainability have already become common for the disciplines such as management studies, economics, and finance. However, the knowledge base underpinning what sustainability is assumed to be, or how it is to be achieved, is often narrow and relies on a simplified reading of environmental sciences output, as well as a reliance on market mechanisms as given solutions. Researchers in management studies, who take organizations’ and managers’ perspectives, recognize a more nuanced picture of business transformation with regards to culture, politics and leadership. However, the complexity of concepts and phenomena that arise when we try to describe what is going on with our communities and environments today is staggering. Being aware of its connotations, here we choose to use sustainability as the broad summative term, but across relevant scholarship many other concepts are used, where the Anthropocene is one of the more prevalent, alongside with terms such as socio-ecological crisis or the Polycrisis. 
With this course we would like to introduce several concurrent perspectives from such social science disciplines as environmental humanities, political economy, ecological economics, and science and technology studies. The purpose of the course it to critically discuss, understand and test applying these perspectives in the PhD students’ own research. 
The course is divided into six thematic blocks addressing topics that both represent key points of criticism of the current Western mainstream approaches to sustainability and present alternative theoretical and conceptual perspectives on the same issues. Topics have been selected primarily on the basis of their relevance to management and economics disciplines. The course will consist of the following six blocks: 1) The origin of the Anthropocene and its critiques; 2) Power dynamics and the politics of delay and obstruction; 3) Carbon accounting, and commensuration; 4) Anthropocentrism and colonialism; 5) Petrocultures, and 6) Not-for-profit, degrowth, and values pluralism. 
Examination
The course is examined in two parts. The first part (3,5 credits) relates to the PhD students’ active participation in the course, engagement with the course literature and seminar exercises. Grades permitted: G (pass) or U (fail)
· a pre-course paper of max 2,500 words outlining the student’s main research interests and expectations, and written individual reflection papers,
· short reflections of max 1,000 words submitted before each seminar, based on the student’s reading of the course literature,
The second part (4 credits) has a focus on the direct engagement with the course material for the sake of students’ own research, as well as a critical reflection on the implementation of the chosen approach. Grades permitted: G (pass) or U (fail)
· Individually written course paper of max 5,000 words, and a presentation
Occasional missed seminars can, after consultation with the examiner, be compensated for with written assignments.

	Course design

Target group for this course is PhD students in business administration, management, economics and related disciplines who pursue sustainability topics in their PhD projects or are interested to develop in this direction. 

Teaching is carried out primarily in a seminar format, where relevant guest speakers will be invited to introduce the topics, followed by literature discussions and interactive exercises. In advance of each seminar participants will submit short reflection papers based on their reading of the course literature, latest at noon the day before each session. The participating PhD students are encouraged to link all assigned submissions to their own thesis projects. 

	Schedule

· Pre-course paper to be submited by 2 April 
· Introduction and Block 1: Thursday, 10 April, 10:00-16:00 on campus at Södertörn University in Stockholm
· Block 2: Tuesday 22 April, 13:00-15:30 on Zoom
· Block 3: Tuesday 6 May, 13:00-15:30 on Zoom
· Block 4: Tuesday 20 May, 13:00-15:30 on Zoom
· Block 5: Tuesday 26 August, 13:00-15:30 on Zoom
· Block 6: Tuesday 9 September, 13:00-15:30 on Zoom
· Course paper to be submited by Friday 3 October
· Examination: Tuesday 14 October, 10:00-16:00, Linnaeus University in Kalmar

	Literature
Preliminary list of literature (subject to slight changes)
Block 1 The origin of the Anthropocene and its critiques
· Crutzen, Paul J. (2002) Geology of mankind. Science 415:23. https://doi.org/10.1038/415023a 
· Haraway, Donna (2015) Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene: Making Kin. Environmental Humanities 6 (1): 159–165. https://doi.org/10.1215/22011919-3615934  
· Malm, Andreas, and Alf Hornborg. 2014. The geology of mankind? A critique of the Anthropocene narrative. The Anthropocene Review 1 (1):62-69. https://doi.org/10.1177/2053019613516291 
· Toivanen, T., Lummaa, K., Majava, A., Järvensivu, P., Lähde, V., Vaden, T., & Eronen, J. (2017). The many Anthropocenes: A transdisciplinary challenge for the Anthropocene research. The Anthropocene Review, 4(3), 183–198. https://doi.org/10.1177/2053019617738099
Block 2 Power dynamics and the politics of delay
· Lamb, W. F., Mattioli, G., Levi, S., Roberts, J. T., Capstick, S., Creutzig, F., … Steinberger, J. K. (2020). Discourses of climate delay. Global Sustainability, 3, e17. https://doi.org/10.1017/sus.2020.13 
· McLaren, D., & Markusson, N. (2020). The co-evolution of technological promises, modelling, policies and climate change targets. Nature Climate Change, 10(5), 392–397. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-020-0740-1 
· Stoddard, Isak, Kevin Anderson, Stuart Capstick, Wim Carton, Joanna Depledge, Keri Facer, Clair Gough et al. Three decades of climate mitigation: why haven't we bent the global emissions curve? Annual Review of Environment and Resources 46, no. 1 (2021): 653-689. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-012220-011104 
· Vowles, K. and Hultman, M., 2021. Dead White men vs. Greta Thunberg: Nationalism, Misogyny, and Climate Change Denial in Swedish far-right Digital Media. Australian Feminist Studies, 36(110), pp.414-431. https://doi.org/10.1080/08164649.2022.2062669
Block 3 Carbon accounting, and commensuration
· Moreno, C., Chassé, D. S., & Fuhr, L. (2015). Carbon metrics: Global abstractions and ecological epistemicide. Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Publication Series on Ecology, 42. www.boell.de/sites/default/files/20161108_carbon_metrics_2._auflage.pdf 
· Gómez-Baggethun, E., & Ruiz-Pérez, M. (2011). Economic valuation and the commodification of ecosystem services. Progress in Physical Geography: Earth and Environment, 35(5), 613–628. https://doi.org/10.1177/0309133311421708 
· Hajer, M. (1996). Ecological modernisation as cultural politics. In S. Lash, B. Szersynski., & B. Wynne (Eds.), Risk, environment and modernity: Toward a new ecology (pp. 246-268). London, England: Sage. ISBN 0 8039 7937 1
· Storm, S. (2009). Capitalism and Climate Change: Can the Invisible Hand Adjust the Natural Thermostat? Development and Change, 40(6), 1011–1038. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7660.2009.01610.x 
Block 4 Anthropocentrism and colonialism
· Galeano, E. (1997). Open veins of Latin America: five centuries of the pillage of a continent. New York: Monthly Review Press. ISBN: 0-85345-991-6
· Grove, R. (1995). Green imperialism: colonial expansion, tropical island Edens, and the origins of environmentalism, 1600-1860. Cambridge University Press. ISBN: 9780521403856
· Escobar, A. (1995). Encountering development: the making and unmaking of the third world. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. ISBN: 9780691150451
· Kauffman, C. M., & Martin, P. L. (2014). Scaling up Buen Vivir: Globalizing Local Environmental Governance from Ecuador. Global Environmental Politics, 14(1), 40–58. https://doi.org/10.1162/GLEP_a_00256 
· Krenak, A. (2023) Life is not useful. Translated by J. P. Dias and A. Brostoff. Cambridge: Polity Press (Critical South). ISBN: 978-1-509-55406-5
Block 5 Petrocultures
· Buell, F. A Short History of Oil Cultures: Or, the Marriage of Catastrophe and Exuberance. Journal of American Studies, 46 (2), 2012, pp. 273-293. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021875812000102 
· Daggett, C. “Petro-masculinity: Fossil Fuels and Authoritarian Desire,” Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 47:1, 2018: pp. 25-44. https://doi.org/10.1177/0305829818775817 
· Folkers, A. (2021). Fossil modernity: The materiality of acceleration, slow violence, and ecological futures. Time & Society, 30(2), 223-246. https://doi.org/10.1177/0961463X20987965  
· Szeman, I. “Conjectures on world energy literature: Or, what is petroculture?”, Journal of Postcolonial Writing, 53:3, 2017. https://doi.org/10.1080/17449855.2017.1337672 
Block 6 Not-for-profit, degrowth, and values pluralism
· Gibson-Graham, J. K., & Miller, E. (2015). Economy as Ecological Livelihood. In and R. F. Katherine Gibson, Deborah Bird Rose (Ed.), Manifesto for the Living in the Anthropocene. Punctum Books. http://punctumbooks.com/titles/manifesto-for-living-in-the- anthropocene/ 
· Hinton, J. (2020). Fit for purpose? Clarifying the critical role of profit for sustainability. Journal of Political Ecology, 27(1), 236–262. https://doi.org/10.2458/v27i1.23502 
· Hinton, J. (2021). Five key dimensions of post-growth business: Putting the pieces together. Futures, 131, 102761. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2021.102761 
· van den Bergh, J. C. J. M., & Kallis, G. (2012). Growth, A-Growth or Degrowth to Stay within Planetary Boundaries? Journal of Economic Issues, 46(4), 909–920. https://doi.org/10.2753/JEI0021-3624460404 
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