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The What is theory? question
There can be a wealth of possible answers to the question what theory is
, but it is not that theory can be anything and anything can be theory. There is a fundamental difference between anything and many things, and a purpose of the workshop is to help participants to distinguish between many and any views of theory.
The What is theory? workshop 

First, as a participant to the workshop, you present a very short presentation of an example of theory. It can be a theory that you use in their PhD project or not, within or outside the academic of social work: Explain in a few sentences the basic tenets and claims of the theory, provide 1-2 key names, and explain why you they think that this a theory. The answers of all participants will lay ground for what will be the class’s performative theory of theory
. (09:15-10:00)

Second, we reflect on this definition, answering to questions such as: Is this a good definition of theory? Anything missing? Anything unnecessary? Is it precise enough to decide what is not a theory? A Ph.D. is supposed to make a theoretical contribution; is this definition helpful to understand what this means? (10:15-10:45)
Third, I contrast the collective and individual answers provided in the class with the answers provided by the contributors to the What is theory? book (see not 1). More than an epistemological lecture, the purpose here is to provide an entry into the richness of academic practice with theory. (10:45-11:10)
Finally, in the time left, we discuss how you use or plan to use theory in your research, and with which consequences. (11:20-12:00)
E-see you,
Hervé Corvellec
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